924

COLORADO.

Population 412,108 Fua, Plur, in 189%, 14,964
Fus, vote, 53,584; Rep. 88,620; Prohib. 1,538,
SrATE Carirai, DENVER.

COLORADO is bounded north by Nebraska and Wyoming Terriiory, east by Nebrasks gng
Kansas, south by the Indiun Territory and New Mexico, and west by Utah, Average lenath
from east to west 330 miles, breadth, 280 miles; land ares, 103,415 square miles. The snrfaice con.
gists of three divisions—the mountaing and parks, the foot-hills, and the plains. It is intersected
near the center by the Sierrs Madre Eange of the Rocky Mountains, including the highesi
peaks, among which are Pike's and Long's Peaks, Mis. Torrey, Lincoln, Gray, Yule, Harvarg,
the Bpanish Peals, etc. The monntains enclose the wonderful vallays or basing knewn ag
parls, many of which are emall, but others larger than some entira States. These parky ars
well timbered, and abound with begutiful seenery, being diversified with low hills and ridges,
which gontain the sources of all the great rivers that rise 1o the Btate. The eastern purt of Col-
orado is an immensge plain, well gdapted o stock raising. Agriculture is belng curried on to 3
greater extent than ever before. Exteneive irrigating ditehes have been constructed and are
being rapidly added to, both in the river valleys of the west, and along the Arlcansasz in the east,
The total lenglh of canals at the present time is abont 4,000 miles; acres irrigated, over 2,000,000,
Where water can be had the soil is very productive. The leading form products are wheat, corn,
barley, outs, hay, potatoes, frults, garden and dairy producets. The Field of wheat is over 2,500,000
bushals, of oats 1,500,000, of carn, over 1,000,000, nod of potatoes about 3,000,000 Cattle ralzing and
sheep farming are the ehilef agricultural pursuits, It s estimated o buve 2,000,000 sheep, and
1,500,000 cattle, while the wool clip is about 10,000,000 pounds. Lumbering is an important
industry, but the mining of gold, sllver, and other metals 1s the chief sourec of wenlth, Large
beds of lignite, of good quality, exist, the total extent of conl bearing strata in the stafe being
estimated at more thun 26,000,000 ineres, or 88 large as all England., Tpward of 2,000,000 tons of cont
are produced annnaily. Peircleura has been diseovered, and thirty wells have been opened near
Florence. (Copper, cement, fire clay, and manganese are worked to some extent, while the iron
of tha state is manufactured into steel and iron rails. Thero sre b6 Counties in Colorndo; news-
papers are published in all.
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