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MONTANA.

Populetion 132,150 e e e 2 Plurs in 1592, 1,270

Rep. vote, 16,851; Dem, 17,581; Peop, 7,33¢; Prohib. 549,
BTATE CAFITAT, HELENA.

pMoxTANA 15 bounded north by British America, east by North and S8outh Dakota, zouth by
wyening and Idaho, and west by Idaho; length from east Lo west about 540 miles, breadth abont
) miles; land area, 145,210 square miles. Surfzce generally mountaincns, especially in the
wost. Alonpg the threa forks of the Missourl RElver, as well g8 elsewhere through the State,
there 15 moch undolating prairie, with a fertlie sofl. The Misscurl River 1s pavigable to Fort
Benton;ibe Yellows{one is also navigable. Perhaps nowhera else are such advantages offered to
the eapilalist, mining operator, stoek ralser and wool grower as are hers fonnd. Very little
hay or winter fodderlng s needed, the stock feeding on the rich grasses, and ranging all winter
m the sheltered valleys, Of agricultural staples, spring whest, poigtoes, butter, barley, oats and
vegetables are the Inest prominent. Irrigation is greatly needsd to develop the agricultnral
resoarees, there being 10,000,000, and perbaps double that number of acres which mey may he
regluimed in this manner. The timber lands ure enormous in aree, belng estimated at neariy
0,000 square miles. Yellow pine is the most wseful timber, the trees attaining a diameter of
feom 5107 feet, The chief minerals ara galnd, silver, copper and lead, of which large gnantitien
are obtained, while tin and nickel are reported. Leading mapufacturing interests are mining,
lumber sawing, quartz milling and stamping, flour, ete. The output of minerals in 1887 was
estimated ot $4,000,000 in gold, $16,000,000 in silver, and the enormous ammount of 72,000,000 pounda
of cepper, which it was estimated woald be increased to 120,000,000 pounds in 1888, The lead pro-
doet of 1888 was about 25,000,000 pounds. Iron is abundant, but has not yei been developed.
The woel clip wea ghout 6,000,000 ponnds, A superior guality of bitaminous eoal, in what 18 gald
to be one of the largest and most compact coal Belds in the eonuniry, is helng developed about
#miles ivom Billings, There are 28 Couniies In Montans ; newspapers are published in all,
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