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MANITOBA.
Population 154,442.

Provincial Capital, WINNIPEG.

Manitoba is bounded south byMinnesota and NorthDakota, east byOntario and Keewatin
and north and west byKeewatin and the Northwest Territories, and has an area of 60,520 square
miles. Itssurface is principally prairie land, with groves of timber along the rivers and
streams. The soil is probably the richest in the world,and produces the finest wheat known in
the market. In1887 the average yield was 27.7 bushels per acre. All other cereals grow and
ripen ingreat abundance, and so do vegetables and small frnits of all kinds. For grazing and
cattle raising the facilities are unbounded, hay being chiefly made from the prairie grasses,

which are very nutritious, and in illimitable abundance. Cultivated grasses also answer well.
Coal of the ligniticvariety, is abundant though miningoperations have not yetbeen attempted.
The Laurentian district of the north and east are thought to be rich inother minerals, though
theyare as yet unexplored. This region gives a rich section infurs, while its streams are fullof
fish. The growth of theProvince has been very rapid, the increase in population between 1881
and1886 havingbeen 74.56 per cent. Winnipeg ison the main lineof the Canadian Pacific Railway,

whichpasses through the Province from east to west, and from itseveral railways branch out
into the Province and the United States. The means of water communication are also very

considerable. Newspapers are published in15 Counties.
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