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HENRY HERSCHEL ADAMS, of New York City, was born in Coilamef,
Ohio, July 9th, 1844. He is eighth in descent from Henry (1) of Braintree, through
Henry (2) and Elizabeth Paine:

—Moses, fourth child of Henry (2), who married
Lydia Whitney, and lived in that part of Sherborn now known as Hollistin:

—
James

{1), third son and seventh child of Moses, born July 7th, 1693, lived in Sherborn,
married Abigail Hill,had issue three sons and thr.ee daughters: —

James (2), born
November Bth, 1746, eldest son and firstchild,resided in Sherborn, married Rebecca
Fairbanks: he had issue Benoni, eighth child, born December 31st, 1754, married
Susannah Chamberlain, daughter of Jacob Chamberlain of Dudley, Mass.: issue,
Dolly Lottwell, Susannah, Rebecca, Nancy, Sarah, Phebe, George and Laivell
JLeonard, who was the father of Henry H. Adams. He was born at Dudley, Mass.,
May 36th, 1790; served in the war of 1812; his grandfather, James, served in the war
¦of the Revolution. He carried on successfully the business of manufacturing jewel-
er for many years at Providence, R. I. He married, first, Maria Lydia Gladden, by
whom he had one child, Susannah C;married, second, Hepzebah Thayer, daughter
of John Thayer, of Surrey, N. H., Sept. 13th, 1828, and soon after moved to Dover,
Ohio, then to Collamer, Ohio, where he died December 4th, 1859. By his second
wifehe had issue, Edwin L.,born May Bth, 1833; Williamina, born November 12th,
1835; Charles 8., born September 13th, 1837; Mary L., born April 27th, 1839;
Edward L., born August 26th, 1841; and Henry Herschel, the subject of this
sketch, who now (in 1893) is the only surviving child of Lowell Leonard.

The mother of Mr. Adams was a descendant of Ephraim Thayer of Braintree,
Mass., who married a daughter of Samuel Bass, whose wife was a daughter of John
Alden,* b. in England' 1599, and Priscilla 'Mullens of the Mayflower, and landed at
Plymouth, Mass., December, 1620.

The educational advantages of Mr. Adams were very limited. ,He attended
Shaw Academy for a time, but owing to the death ofhis father was compelled to leave
school at the age of thirteen to earn his own living. Naturally a student he constant-

lyapplied himself to study, thereby laying the foundation for the applied science in
iron (the department inbusiness to which he subsequently turned his attention) and the
taste for literature, to which he was ardently devoted. He began his business career
ii}a humble way with a firmin Cleveland, Ohio, continuing, with fair prospects of ad-
vancement, until the breaking out of the war. Although but seventeen years of age,
he was fired with the same spirit of patriotism that animated his worthy ancestors in
the days that

"
tried men's souls," and determined to offer his services indefense of the

imperilled liberties of his country. InAugust, 1862, he enlisted in Company G,

125th Reg't. Infantry Ohio Vols., Col. Emerson Opdyke commanding, and with it
went immediately to the front. His first engagement was at the battle of Franklin,
Term., fought October 13th, 1862. He afterwards took part in the battle of Triune,

*
John Alden, magistrate of the Plymouth colony, I>.in England 1599, di«d inDuxbury, Mass.,

1687. Although the youngest of the Pilgrims, he became one of the most impoitant members of the
colony. The romance of his courtship withPriscilla Mullens, in which, as the

"proxy" of the famous
Capt. Miles Standish, he was sent to ask for her hand in marriage for his master

—
and her reply—" Why don't you a»k for yourself, John ?" is beautifully described in Longfellow's longer poems, the

sequel of which was his maniage withPriscilla Mullens in 1621.


