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Invirtue of his birthright in the Society, derived from his mother,
at the age of nine years he entered a school established, at the time,
on Fourth Street south of Chestnut Street, by members of the Society
of Friends. English, mathematics and the classics were taught in the
school. He studied French under Monsieur N.G. Dufief,author of
Nature Displayed, etc., a prominent teacher in his day, and German
under Herr Giese. In the summer time he attended the Germantown
Academy. He was a merry, mischievous boy, and wrote verses at the
age of twelve.

In 1799, in his seventeenth year, he was apprenticed to his uncle
William to learn the ways of the dry goods trade.
Itwas a duty of the apprentice to go at least *once a year on horse-

back to places in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia to collect
debts to the firm. As payments were made in coin which was carried
inhis saddle-bags, during those journeys he was not always free from
apprehension of highwaymen.

While travelling on those collecting tour 3his sisters, Sally and
Betsy, occasionally cheered him with rhyming epistles, sometimes
jocularly alluding to his scientific and literary tastes.

For instance, Sally wrote:
"

From coatings, cloths and bombazines,
Modes, ribbons, chintzes and moreens,
Say, does not oft thy fancy rove ?*******
Or, when inpacking box thou'rt placed
With allmercantile powers graced ;

Surrounded half way to thy neck,
With callimancos, muslin, check,
Say, is thy active roving mind
Chained to the spot where thou'rt confined ?
Or does it wander, day by day,
To chemistry or algebra ?
Say, does the microscopic wonder
Keep merchandizing tumults under ?
Or, does the bright electric fire
Bid all inferior thoughts retire?"

Again, his sister Elizabeth, commonly called Betsy, who often con-
tributed stanzas to the Portfolio, wrote to him, withother lines:


