
HOUSE OF WAYLAND.

Wblond, or the Smith, was the Valcan of northern my-
thology ;that is to say, it was a genoric term, a symbo-
lical impersonation standing for a skilled artificer, derived
from some Scandinavian verb, signifying to work with
ingenuity, (and perhaps surviving in the English term "to-
weld") as Doedalus among the Greeks was derived from
ScudaXXoi to work artistically, and Fabricius in Latin from
fdbrico. Itwas in this sense that King Alfred understood
it when in his translation of Boethius's Be consolation*
philosophic, he thus paraphrased the passage commencing"

Übinuncfidelis ossa Fabricii manent ?""
Where are now the bones of the wise Weland
The goldsmith formerly so famous P ...
Under what tumulus do they liehidden ?

"

So also the French romancers were fond of attributing:
the armour of Charlemagne and other warriors to the skill
of Weland, or "Galannus" as they would call hinu
Matthew Paris isbut adopting the same poetic fiction when-
ce informs us that among the suit of arms presented by
Henry 1. of England to the young Count Geoffrey oi
Anjou, the sword was of Weland's superlative manufacture*
Hist.xii.521. And in the same symbolic strain, other me-
dieval writers have furnished with weapons from this-
armory, Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Ptolemy, Judas-
Maccabeus, and the Emperor Vespasian.

In the Yale of White-horse at Ashbury near the borders
of Wilts and Berks, may stillbe seen the remains of a Celtic
sepulchre or cromleoh bearing the name of Wayland
Smith's cave. Though it bears this Saxon name it ismuch
older than Saxon times, and is just one among many other
illustrations of the tendency of that tribe to connect their
own traditional legends with the objects which they found
on their,arrival in England. Sir Walter Scott has made
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