HOUSE OF WAYLAND.
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‘Weronp, or the Smith, was the Vulesu of northern my-
thology ; that is to eay, it wns & genorie term, a symbo-
lical impersonation standing for s skilled artificer, derived
from some Scandinavian verb, signifying to work with
ingenuity, (and perhaps surviving in the English torm *to
weld ”) as Dedalus among the (reeks was derived from
darderdw to work artistioally, and Fabrieins in Latin from
Jabrico, It was in this sense that King Alfred understood '
it when in his translation of Boethiug's De conselations
philosophies, he thus paraphrased the passage eommencing
U Ul nune fidslis essa Fabricii manent ?"
“ Where are now the bones of the wise Weland

The goldamith formerly so famona? . . .
Tnder what tumnlos do they lie hidden #

8o aleo the French romancers were fond of attributing
tha armour of Charlemegne and other warriors to the skill
of Weland, or **Galanous” ag they wounld esll him.
Matthew Paris is bat adopting the same postic fiction when
be informs ue that among the suil of arms presented by
Henry 1. of Englend to the young Connt Geoffrey of
Apjou, the aword was of Weland's puperlative manufasture.
Hist. 2ii. 521. And in the same symbolie strain, other ma-
dimval writers have fernished wiih weapons from this
armory, Alexander the Great, Julius Cmsar, Ptolemy, Judas
Maocabmns. and the Empaeror Vespasian,

In the Vale of White-horde at Ashbury near the borders
of Wilts and Berks, may still be saen the remainz of a Celtis
gepulehre or cromlech bearing the name of Wayland
fmith's eave. Thougk it bears this Saxon name it is much
older than Baxon times, and is jusé one among many other
illoatrations of the tendency of that tribe to connget thair
own traditional lagends with the objests which they fonud

op their arrival ic England. Bir Walter Scoit has made
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