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salaried astronomers who watched from the magnificent
royal observatories of Europe, but by unpaid amateurs and
devotees to science in the youthful province of Pennsyl-
vania. Said a learned English author: 'There is not
another society in the world that can boast of a member
such as Mr.Rittenhouse, theorist enough to encounter the
problem of determining from a few observations the orbit
ofa comet, and also mechanic enough to make withhis own
hands an equal altitude instrument, a transit telescope, and
a time-piece.'

"Inthe year 1769 there was also a transit of Mercury, a
phenomenon byno means so rare or of such moment as that
of Venus, but still of importance. Observations of itwere
made by Rittenhouse, Smith, Lukens, and Owen Biddle, and
were published by the American Philosophical Society.
The following year he calculated the elements of the motion
and the orbit of a comet then visible, showing himself, by
comparison withEuropean investigators engaged inthe same
task, capable of performing the most difficult of computa-
tions inphysical astronomy, and adding to his already ex-
tended reputation. Infact, these achievements had given him
so wide a fame that his powers could no longer remain pent
up inNorriton, and withthe prospect of.many advantages,
both in the way of his handiwork and of his science, he re-
moved to Philadelphia, the American center of learning
and intelligence. He stillgained his livelihood by mechan-
ical labor, and itis curious to findhim, as late as 1775, as-
suming charge, at a small salary, of the State House, clock.
About this time the almanacs of the day began to announce
to their readers that, 'As to,the calculations,Ineed onlyin- '

form the public they are performed by that ingenious mas-
ter of mathematics, David Rittenhouse, A.M.,.0f this city,
etc.' And,

'
Our kind- customers are requested to <•observe ;

that the ingenious David Rittenhouse, A.M.,of this city, has
favored us with the astronomical calculations of our alma-
nac for this yea#: s.tßefef6fetheymay rbem^fiM^^^eflSl


