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for some generations in succession were proprietors of con-
siderable manufactories of an article important incommerce
and the arts, and eminently useful in literature and science,
as well as in the common affairs of life.

Prior to1764 Matthias Rittenhouse, the father of Benjamin,
purchased another farm in the township of Worcester,
Montgomery county, Pa., on which he had erected a good
two-story stone dwelling house with suitable outhouses.
There Matthias, his wife, and their son Benjamin and his
family afterward lived, the house being so constructed as
conveniently to accommodate two small families, which
farm was left to Benjamin, the youngest son. According to
records we find that Benjamin lived there until after 1800.
Benjamin Rittenhouse sold his real estate in Worcester and
Norriton townships as follows : One property to Michael
Brode, April3,1797 ;one to John Funk, December 21, 1795 ;
one to Esther Waters, March 31, 1800, and one to William
Bean, July 20, 1799. Allthese titles give his residence as
Worcester, Montgomery county, Pa. Allare recorded at
Norristown. ThenIfind one deed recorded at Norristown
giving the date 1812, and Benjamin Rittenhouse, Philadel-
phia, signifying that he resided then inPhiladelphia.

S. E. Rittenhouse writes from Washington :
"

Benjamin
Rittenhouse was commissioned by Governor Mifflin,in1791,
one of the Associate Judges of the Court of Common Pleas for
Montgomery county. He assisted his brother David, the
philosopher, in his astronomical studies, and was almost as
good an astronomer as he. He seems tohave superintended
most of the surveys in the neighborhood of Norristown.
Rev. James Nourse, son of Mary Rittenhouse, inhis journal
says of his grandfather: "Benjamin Rittenhouse was
wounded at the battle of Brandywine and taken prisoner.
In November, 1824, Isaw him in Philadelphia, where
he resided, having returned thither after the capture of
Washington, in 1814. He was with Colonel and Mrs.
Michael Nourse at that time. He was then (1824) in his


