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Benjamin Brumback owned a large farm and followed
farming. He also kept tavern for a number of years in
Vincent township, Chester county, Pa. He also served in
the Revolutionary War, and is said to have advanced to the
rank of a lieutenant. He died in1786 at an advanced age,
and is buried in the graveyard at Brownback Reformed
Church, Chester county, Pa. His second wife outlived him
many years. Her name before this marriage was Rachel Par-
ker, and she lived in the vicinityof Spring City. One night
she was brutally murdered, and said crime has tothis day been
a mystery. Themurder happened on Saturday night, April
15, 1837. She was eighty-five years and two months of age
at the time. After being killed,she was washed and put to
bed as if asleep. There was no trace of blood, only a few
drops on the window-sill. She had two children, who died
young. Being asked one time whether she was not sorry
for her children, she replied :

"
No ; they would only have

been drunkards like some of the rest."
Communicated after the above was written:

—
Benjamin Brownback was a son of Gerhard Brownback.

He was a first lieutenant in the Revolutionary Army on
August 21, 1776. When he became of age his father built
a hotel at the forks of the Ridge and Lancaster Road, which
can be seen at this day. He kept the hotel for thirty years.
He had three sons, Henry, John, Edward. His first wife
was Mary Paul, the daughter of John Paul. His second wife
was Rachel Parker, daughter of William Parker. She had
two sons. Both died young. She was murdered inthe year
1837 near Spring City. Benjamin Brownback, born about
1720, died 1786, aged 66 years. Rachel Parker, the second
wife of Benjamin Brownback, was born 1752 ;died April15,
1837, aged 85 years 2 months.

Rachel Parker, the second wife of Benjamin Brownback,
had two sons ;both died young. She was born at Parker's
Ford. .Her father's name was William Parker. She was


