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01rc1illl.sta •• 8 of lnteZ'yl •• 

llor14a 

AD.JlmSSa Tampa, Florida 

DATE : October U;, 1938 

SUBJECT: Iblk Stuff. Hants. 

1. Iame and acidre •• ot 1ntoruat: 
Josephine AadersoD. Tampa, i1.ar1da. 

2. Date and time of 1Dtervi •• , OctoDar m, 19$'1 

3. Place of interview. Tampa, Florida 

4. I'anIt and .. delre •• ot person. it a ... who put 70ll 1n toaah w1th 
informant: 

5. lane and address ot persca, 1taq, ace ompa.nJ'1ng 7011.1 

6. Dascript10n of room. house, aurroun.41J2«s. e"R. 

( 10 addt tlonal informat10n aYallable tor other torms) 
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HANTS 

FOLK ::.rrurr. FLORIDA ~. 
'Bant." 
Jo.epbine Anderson 
Tarapa It not!da 
Ootober 10. 1937 
luI.. A. Frost 

"I kaint tell noth1n laout sla.81"1 'time. aapt what I heared 

folks talk about. I was too 7o~g to r~mbe~ much but I reeleck 

seein my graMB mUk ele eon an do da _ebin. Granpa _s old, an 

day let him do light work, moaly fish an hunt. 

"I doan member nothiD bout my daddy. He died when I was a 

bab)'. My stepfather DS Stephen ADderson, an Ill)' mallI1~'a IUU .. --

Dorcas. He com8 fUJI Vaj1nny, but rq __ y _. borned an raised in 

lIilmingion. 141 name _8 Jo •• phine Andersoll fore I arried Willie 

JOkles. I had two half-brothers youngern .e, John Henl"J aa id, fU'l 

a hal'-aisier, Elsie. D. boy. had to mind de calY.a an aheep., an 

Llsie nursed de missY,' baby. I done de cookin, moaly, an helped 

my JDaIIIIly spin • 

"I was any five year old when dey brung me to Sanderson, in 

Baker County. Florida. My st epfather went to work tor a turpent in. 

man. mukiJa Da~rel •• an he work at dat Job till he drop dead in de 

camp. I reckon he mU8ta had heart d1,&aae. 

"I doan reeleok eyer ass1n m.y mammy wear shoe.. byen in de 

winter she go barefoot, an I r~ckon cold didn't hurt her feet no 

moran her hands an lace. ~Ve all wore dresses made o' homespuD,. De 

thread was SpUD an de cloth WOYe right in our own home. lq D1UlJ an 

g~anmammy an lie done 1 t in 8par~ t 1m •• 
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FOLK STUn, fLORIDA' 4 
~n*. ' 
Jo.ephllle Anderaon : 
Taapa. FlorUa . 
Octo'.' 20. 1931-
Jul •• A. ,"Nit 

"M.J .. eddu eire •• •• blue-blul lor true. I thought it •• de 

pretti.at drl.1 I I.er •••• We ... married 1D de 40urt-hou.e. an 

dat be • ugh")' hapPJ GaJ for .e. 110. tolk. dem da,. got .... r1ed oJ 

lay1n a brooa on de tloor an jumptn oYer it. nat leal. de .. ,.r1agl, an 

at da lame tim. briDga .. good luck. 

''Ya •• e brooma k.epa hania _ay. Vlum lleaD tolke di, •• el. old 

debbil IOIl,timeS cloan wani •• down dere 1n de bad plaoe. 10 h. mak.a 

wit obel out at _. an •• da .. Mok. One thing bout .iiGhe. t cloy 

gotta oount •• arthing tore dlY can git aorosat 1t. You put a brooll 

aorosat your door at night aD old witab •• gotta count eYer atra .. in 

dat brool1 tor. abe OaD coal in. 

"Some folk, can J •• nachly .e. hant. bIttern othe.... Teen)" my 

gal oan. I reekon daB cauae .h, be.n borned wicl a .e11--,ou know, a 

oaul, BWDpum what oe oVlr lome babi,.' tace. when dey 18 borned. 

Folka borned wid a caul can •• e aplrrit., an tell .nas gonna bappen 

tore it oome. true. 

"u., to worry Teeny right amart., .eemap.rrita day an night. WJ 

hu.ban 8ay he gonna cure he ... ao he tttken a grain o· Gom aD put it in 

a bottle in Teeny'. Dedrooll OYer nigbt. Den h. plant .. it in de yard, 

an dr1. plenty sticka roUD de place. When it ... growin good, he put 

leat-mold roun de stalk, an watab it ever day, an tell UI don't !9~ 

bodX touGh de stalk. l't ra1a. three big earl o· eom. all _IB del wa. 
good roa.tiD .iae.h. piok em ott an cook em an tell Teel1Y eat e.er grain 

otfn all three coba. H, _tab her w.b.11, ahe done it, an ahe ain n8.8r 



FOLK STUFr t FIJORIDA. tJ. 
"HaDta 7-. 
JOIVhine AndersOJl 

·'rampa, noricla 
Ootober 20, 193'1 
Jll-l.I A. Froat 

been wGrried wid hanta no mor.. Sh ....... j •• the same, but •• y 

doan bother her non •• 

"hat tiDle I • .,er kno ... d a hant to 00.118 into our quarte .. s 8a 

when 1 __ j8. big nough·to &0 out to partie •• ne game wbat W. &I •• 

to play _s spa de plat.. her t 1me I think OB dat gam. it g1.e. 

me de ahi.era. ane tille tbere _. a strange YOUI11 man oome to a 

party where I .a. Said ft8 name Richard Gre., an he be. tak1a 

keel' o· horae. for a rich man what WIll gonna buy a plantat 10n in 

dat e·. &lnty. He look kinda aliok an dre8sed-up-diftunt from de r8at. 

All de g~le begin to aast .heep's .yes at him, an hop. b. gonna choo.e 

dam when dey .tart playin games. 

"Prett7 loon dey b.gin to play spin de plate an it co.e my tUrD 

fust thing. I apin it an callout 'Mister Green I , He jump. to de 

middle o' do ring to grab de plate an 'B&ng'--bout {OUP guns go off 

all at once'l. an Mister Green tnll to de floor plua dead shot through 

de head. 

"Fore we knowad who done it, de sberiff an lome more men jwap 

down frail de lott. wh81'6 de,' bean hidin an tell Ll8 quit holl.ric an 

doon be soairi. Di8 man be a bad dlaper-- you know, one ot thea out-

lan what till. tolkl. He aOIl8 k1nda foreiper, an j •• t~1n ake 

blieY8 he a niggah, lo'e they don't lind him. 

~. 
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roLl STU", MRIDA .... 
Joe_paine Ancle .. OJI 

r&.llf&. Flori'a 
O.to"'r 20. 193' 
lul .. A. Frost 

"\foll we elida't feel like playia DO more p.e., ut'eY8r atter 

de:t you cOfIDda·t git no .iggaha to ,a •• clat DOU •• al ... atter dart. 

Dey., d. place •• hut .. , aD 1f YOll look through tie wiratl_r 8.IIJ 

dark night y::..u cuuld 8 .. a art iD dere .,inn1. de pla~e. 

',. 

fll silO didn't run.r lOQk in, _US8 1. aOrle aMIl .P. hanta areaely 

dan I .'fer want. to 8ee agin. O1a nigbt I .a goia to 'IIl3 gJ"a!'1:;il~. 

llc.u.e. It was jM COllin dark, an wh .. I got to cia ar18k an dart 

a.cross on de toot-log, d81"8 on de other eacI o· ciat log ••• aft wid 

hi. bald cut ott aD layin plum over on bis shoulder. ije loot at me, 

kinda pitiful, an dOli'" Sill a word-bat I ol.sely DeY8r _iied to 

setl whr.t .he gonna talk about. I pure tIn back home. I as so s.in 

I GouldD t , tall ds folks lIluit done aairP'- till I set do_ IUl got ., 

breath. 

"NatheI' time, noi 80 long ago, .. e. 1 11.e dOD in Gary, I be 

walkill down de railroad track soon 111 de 1I0rnu tm fo" 1 bowed it. 

dere was a white .an _lkiB long side 0' M. I jea thought i~ "1"8 

8omebody, bui I adu't abo. 80 I IUft otf at da tllat .treet to sit 

way frOil dore. .os nax __ ill I ~ 1)oiDto work at de .... time. It 

were kinda forgy IUl dark~ .0 I Dever ••• nobody till I mightJ nigb 

run into dia same man. an dare he gOh, bout .half a ste, ahead o' .e, 

his two bands re.t in on his "e-hind. 

a1 wa. 80 010 •• up to him I •• uld S8e him plain aa I •• e 1 0u. 

He )aad f1n/2emal1. dat l_g,. all alaaneel an poliehed. He •• tbil. 

an had on a derby hat t an styll8h black cloth... Muta I w1t alow 

he slow down, an who I siop, he atop. never oncet lookiD )"Ga. My 

6 



=-~. J'LO~I!.; '7 
J""-i.a. Aa4..... , 
'I ..... Flgrlc1a 
O-crloNf' 10. ISa, 
Jul .. A. r .... 

;q teeta ake a 11018. oa 4. o1adeN , .... de raU." lMR be 40811 aka 

a 111'. o· Bolae. Da.' __ 4. tu'· 'hiaa got __ .1ri, od I figg ... I 

better tlAd out for aho It. he be a .perr1t, ao I .,. lOok &II loYeh 

• Loo"e. h.... 111.' 81', I J" .. old colol'l4 we_. all I Don my plac., 

an I .1sht you lIO&llda't ali wid .. oo .. , ..... t tolta II1gb.t .,.' 

''He n..,er looked. roun no II.IOren 11 I .D'1. th..... u I cut I1J 

ay.a roam :t 0 ••• it there i.s ao_bodJ I ou holle .. to tor help. tit. 

I knowed. he be a hant. u cle DU clay wbea I t all a_body bout it cltJ1 

SQy ha be de gemmeD wbat got killed at de Croslin a .pell back, an other 

f olka baa aeen hill jus like I dld.. Dey say dey can u-r babin .!'Yin 

at de treatl. right Dear dere, an ain't Dobocly lit eyer fouad _. 

b~I.I'. to git a _ .. s o· tatora. It.1 .tter IUDclcrtm, but .till purty 

light. iJiheD I gita dv. de door be unlocked u. a big .-n alaadin halt 

inside. • ilaat you doiD ateal.1a our taterat· I holl .... at bla, .. par. 

ae gone, Ju lUG clat. DW I gU _ek to clat h~uaet We II1gD~1 glad to 

eat grits an cOrDoread dat nigbt. 

"\ilea •• livu at Tit u8Yill.. I ••• my old BaJlm1 coma up d. road 

jQe as plaiD 68 clay. I stan OIl ds pol'Oh, f1x1rl to rWl aD ... t b..r~ *_ 
all of a ludd_ ahe be gOD.. I begin to ory all tell de folls I aill'i 

go~!na seo my -DID.Y agin. An aho nuf!. I Bftei" did. She di. at taad.r-

SOll. back in West Flor1da, fore I got to .ee h .... 



POLK BTUlJ'. JLOl.lDA 8 
1IJIImt. ~. 
"' ... phia. .danOB 
~upa. rlorida 
Ootvnr Ul. 193' 
Jal.. L Fros1o 

-De.. I bl1 ..... 1fi witch .. t s-a-a-:r t I knon Itor' lIoat .. cia. t. 

J" tbli".' - I oea !!t bJ _. Rtpt he.... iii 4111 hoa... tOil aia 

nner be. rid bJ a. w1'tbr Well, JO" 111gb" 1de.,.. Dey ca.e ill •• 

night. gimlerl, aOOD .tter y~u elrop oft to e1 • .,. Der put a widl, oa 

your had, u a Dit in l~Jlr mouth, all a -.dille 011 J:JUI' ltaek. Dell de, 

take otf ih.ir .,kiD ar:l haJlg it up OIl de _11. Dell de, git on you aD so .. 

nights dey like to ride lOU to death. lou tl'J to holler but lOU kaiat. 

counta the iron ldt in Y:.Jut" mouth,. u "i ou tee1 11ke somebody BoldiD you 

down. Dell dey ride )'OU iaek h..- an into 1~1I1' bed. _. )':Ju hit de bu 

) ~u Jump an grw.b do kivsra.· WI de wit ch b~ gone, like ch.'. But JOu know 

tired out • 

• ~ folks say 10U JU8 ~6" draaaiD. counta d. blood atop eireu-

latin ill y.-a" back. Shucta! DeJ am n.,Of' DHIl riel Dr a ritsh, or 4.,. 

ain .yin dat. 

-Old witch doater, he want ten dollera tor a pieee o' atring. 1Il!aat 

he Bay 801le kinda eh&.ra -.om over. Tell •• 1t 'to ake a _,e 0' dat 

old witch ::'uta d~Llgh. an tie dat 11,ril'lg .ro.,. it. neak, fleD wb. I _ke 

it iD de OY_. it nell Rp aa de -gie string abet oft her Dr_ih. I 

did.'i have no ten 401ler. 80 he 1&, Uen I gU up tiYe cloller he Mi. 

me a hand-you kDOW. what collor.d tolk. oala a Jack. Dat b4t a dull'll 

what will keep de .itoh_ &RJ. I know. how to ak. _. but .a, doaa 

do no good thout de agio WOrd8. &J'l I deg know d_. YOII take a liUle 

pinch o' dried aDake akin Il1l 80., grayeyard dirt, lUI a •• reel pepper 



FOLk S1'UlIT. rLORIllA~. 9 
"Kuta 
J08ephine iUldersOll 
Taapa. P'lor14& 
Octot.-.,. *>. 19S7 
.1.3. .. A. 'nllt 

an a lock 0' your bail" wrapped l"Oa a •• blackroo.ter I.ih ..... 

Den you spit whlakey Olt _ an wrop _ :1n red flaraa.l aa ••• it i.a--

to a ball bout dat big. DeB you hang it tmdel' your r !gat armpit I U1 

aver week you give it a driak o' *iskey f toke., it strong Ul petwtul. 

"ret keep de witches fum ridin y: u; but nary one o' 4ea8 _ante 
work wid d18 old witch. I got a purty gecd idee lIbQ ahe is, all .e 

got a ohara powfuller 4aft botb ot clem. Syt ahe kaint git acro.at flu-

seed, not till eha oOtmt eYer .eed. low doan bliev. da't.! Huhl I 

reckon I kaowa-I done tried it out. I git •••• 1il bag 0' pure ' .... h 

flaxseed. an I apl"inkle 1t all l"oUft cie iN; d8ll I put aOlH em top ot 

de mattre •• t an uader de .... t. Dell I go .. to bed u alee,. lik •• 

baby. an dat old .iteA dean ltother 1M no more. 

HOny oncet. SOan'. I wak. up. 1 light .. a lamp &D look OIl ". 

fluor an dere, alde o· JII,J bed .a my draa., larD r1gbtov.r ui flu-

8aed, so'. she c~uld -.ll over OD de drea." big aa life. I IU'1atch up 

de drass all throw it on de bed, den I go to aleep, U I aiD a ....... beea 

bothered no more. 

ttSoIiO lolita read. de Bible back_rei. to keep witches fUll ridiD. 

~m, but thd Ciiloan do me 110 &004. cause I kaint rewi. But flaueed work 

so good I doan be atudyin aight-ridiD wit ... no more." 
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Sla.ve Interview 
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For. almost 30 years Edward waters College, an 

Afr ican Methodist Episcopal School, looa.ted on the nort)~'t ... ,. 

side of Kings Road in the western section of Jacksonville, 

haa employed a.s watchman, Samuej.· Simeon AndrelJs (affection.- ' 

ateiy oalled "Parson" L a. former slave of A~J. Lane of 

Georgia, Lewis Ripley of Beaufort, South Carolina, Ed Till

man of Dallas, Texas" and John Troy of Union Springs, Ala.-

banra. 
/ 

"Parson" was born November 16, 1850 in Maoon, 
\ 

Georgia, at a plaoe oalled Tatum Square, 'where slaves were 

held, housed and sold. "Speculators" (persons who traveled 

from plaoe to plaoe with slaves for sale) 'had housed 84 slaves 

there- many of whom were pregnant women. Besides "Parson' tt two , 
other slave-ohildren, Ed Jones who now lives in Sparta, Georgia, 

a~d George Bailey were born ,in Tatum Square tp'~t night. The 

morning after their births, a woma.n was sent f~om the nearby 

A~J. Lane/plantation to take care of the three mothers; this. 



Slave Interview 
Rachel A~ Austin 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Page 2 
FEO 

,fJ. 

nurse proved to be ~Parsonlsa gxandmother. His mother told 

him afterwards that the meeting of mother and daughter was 

very jubilant, but silent and pathetic, beoause neither oould 

with safety show her pleasure in finding the other. At the 

auction which was held a few days later " his mother ,Baohel, 

and her two sons, Solomon Augustus and her infant who was 
. 

later to be known as ·Parson,· 'Were purohased by A~J~ Lane 

who had previously bought "Parsonfs" father, WilliS, from a 

man named Dolphus of Albany, Georgia; thus were husband and . ' 

wife re-united. They were taken to Lanets plantation three 

miles o,ut, of Sparta, Georgia, in Hancock County. Mr. Lane 

owned 85 slaves and was known to be very kind and oonsiderate. 

"Parson" lived on the Lane plantation until he ~ 

was eight years old, when he was sold to ILew1s Ripley of 

Beaufort, South Carolina, with whom he lived for two years; he 

was then sold to Ed Tillman of Dallas, Texas; he stayed on the 

Tillman plantation for about a year and until he was purchased 

by John Troy of Union springs, Alabama.:. the riohest slave-holder 

in Union Springs, Alabama; he remained with him until Emanoipation. 

He recalls that during one of these sales about $800.00 was paid 

for him. 

who fed his 

He desoribes A~J~ Lane as being a kind slave-holder 

siaves well and whipped them but little.~ll of his 



S~a.ve Interview 
Rachel A. Austin . 
Jacksonville, FloridA 

Page 3 
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other masters, he states, were nice to children, but lashed 
·'-"1 

! 

and whipped' the grown-'llPs. " 

Mr. Lane's family was comprised of his wife, 

Fannie (who also was very kind to, the slaves) fi va childxen, 
. . 1.""." ••... / ...... ,. . 

Harriett Ann, Jennie, Jeff, Frankie and Mae Roxie, a brother 
-

(wnose name de does not recall) who owned a few slaves but was 

kind to those that he did own. Although very young during 

slavery, "Parson" remembers many plantation activities and cus

toms, among which a.re the following: That the master's children 

and those of the slaves on the plantation played together; the 

farm crops consisted of corn, co.tton, peas, wheat, and oa.ts; 

that the food for the slaves was cooked in pots whioh were hung 

over a fire; that the iron ovens used by the slaves bad tops for 

baking; how during the Civil War, wheat, corn and dried potatoes 

were parched and used as substitutes for ooffee; that his mother 

was given a peck of flour every two weeks; that a mixture of Ia.l:e 

and sand was dug from the earthern fioor of the smokehouse and 

water pouredover~it·.to·.getthe salt'drippings for seasoning; that 

most medicine consisted of boiled roots; when thread and cloth were 

dyed with the dye obtained from m~ple bark; when shoes were made 

on a wooden last and soles and uppers fastened together with maple 
. . 

pegs; when the white preaohers preached "obey your masters"; that 

the first buggy that he saw was Qwned by his master, A~J. Lane; it 

haa a seat at the rear with rest which was usually occupied by a 
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man who was oalled the ·waiter"; there was no top to the seat 

and the"waiter" was exposed to the weather. He reoalls when wood-. 

en slats and tightened ropes were used for bed springs; also the 

patienoe of "Aunt Letha" an old woman slave who took oare of the 

children in the neighborhood while theif"',parents worked, and 

how they enjoyed watohing "Unole Umphrey" tan oow and pig hides. 

"Parson" desoribes himself as being very frisky as 

a boy and states that he did but very little work and got but 

very few whippings. Twioe he ran away to esoape being whipped and 

hid in asparagus beds in Sparta, Georgia until nightfall; when he 

returnea the. master would not whip him beoause he was' .apprehensive 

that he might run away again and be stolen by poorer whites and 

thus oause trouble. The rioher whites, he relat.es, were afraid of 

the poorer whites; if the latter were made angry they would round 
I 

up the owners' sheep and turn them loose into their ootton fields 

and the sheep would eat the ootton, row by row. 
'~ 

He oompares the 'relationship between the rioh and 

poor whites during slavery with that of the whi teand Negro people 

of today. 

With a faoe full of frowns, "Parson" tells of a 

white man persuading his mother to let him tie her to show that he 

was master, promising not to whip her, and she believed him. When 
\ 

he had plaoed her in a buok (hands tied on a stick so that the 

etiok would turn her in any direction) he whipped her until the 

blood ran down her baok. 
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With ohanged expression he told of an incident 

during the Civil War: Slaves,he explained had to have passes 
.. . 

to go from one plantation to another and if one were found 

without a pass the "patrollers" would pick him up, return him 
r' 

to his master a.nd reoeive pay for their serv~oe~JThe "patrolla'S" 

were guards for runaway slaves. One night they came to Aunt 

Ehoda1s house where a crowd of slaves had gathered and were 

going to return them to their masters; Uncle Umphrey the tanner, 

quickly spaded up some hot ashes and pitched it on them; all of. 

the slaves esoaped unharmed, while all of the :!,patrollers" were 

badly injure.d; no one ever told on Uncle Unphrey and when Aunt 

Rhoda was questioned by her master she stated that she knew nothing 

about it but t~ld them that the "patrollers" had brought another 

"nigger" with them; her master took it for granted that ahe spoke 

the truth since none of the other Negroes were hurt. He rememDers 

seeing this but does not rememDer how he, as a litt~e boy, was 
l 

prevented from telling about it. 
, 

Asked about his remembranoe or knowledge of the 

slaves' belief in magio and spe~ls he said: "I remember this and 
/ 

oan just see the dogs running around now. )(y mother's brother, 

"Unole Dick" and "Unole July" swore they would not work longer for 

masters; so they ran away and live~ in the woods. In winter they 

woul~ put cotton seed in the fields to rot for fertilizer and lay 

in it for warmth. They would kill hogs and slip the meat to some 
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sla.ve to cook for food. When their owner·s looked for them, 

-Bob Amosn who raised "nigger hounds" (hounds raised solely 
, 

to track Negro slaves) was summoned and the dogs located them 

and surrounded them in their hide-out; one went ~ne way and one 
"'" . 

the other and escaped in the swa.mp~~ they would run until they 

ca~e to a fence- each kept some "graveyard dust and a few light

wood splinters" with whioh they smoked their feet and jumped the 

fence and the dogs turned back and could track no further. Thus, 

they stayed mn the woods until freedom, when they came out and 

ivorked for pay. Now, you know "Uncle Dick" just died a few yea.rs 

ago in Sparta, Georgia." 

15 

When the Civil War came he remembers,hearing one 

night "Sherman is coming." It was said that Wheeler's Cavalry of 

the Confederates was always "running and fighting." Lane had moved 

the family to Macon, Georgia, and they lived on a place called 

"Dunlap's Hill." Th~t night four preachers were preaching "Fellow 

soldiers, the enemy·is just here to Bolden's Brook, sixteen miles 

a~~y and ~o~ ~ay be oarried into judg ment; prepare to meet your 

C~d.n While they were preaching, bombs began to fly because Wheeler's 

Cavalry was only six miles. away instead of 16 miles; women screamed 

and children ran. Wheeler kept wagons ahead of him so that when one 
. 

was crippled the other would replace it. He says he imagines he 

hears the voioe of Sheman nOlf,saying~nTell Wheeler to go on to 

South Carolina.; we will mow it down wi th grape shot and plow it 
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Emancipation oame and with it great rejoioing. 

He reoalls that Republioans were oalled "Radioals" just after 

tDe close of the Civil War. 

Mr. Lane was able to sa.ve all of his m~a:t, .. silver, 

and other va11l8obles during the war by having a cave dug in the 

hog pasture; the hogs trampled over it daily. 

"Parson" states that among the pa.pers in his 

trunk he has a pieoe of money oalled nshin plasters" which was 

used during the Civil War. 

The slaves were not allowed to attend sohools 

of any kind; and sohool faoilities immediately following Emanci

pation were very poor; when the first teaoher, Miss Smith, a 

Yankee, oame to Sparta, Georgia and began teaohing Sunday Sohool, 
, 

all of the ohildren were given testaments .or oateohisms whioh 
-

tlleir parents were afraid for them to keep lest their masters 

whip them, but the teaoher called on 'the parents and ~xplained 

to them that they were as free as their former masters. 

'Parson" states that when he was born, his mas

ter named him "Monk." His grandfather, Willis Andrews, who was a 

free man of Pittsburg"Pennsylvan1a, purohased the freedom of 
-

hie wife Lizzie, but was never able to purchase their four ohild-

ren; his father, also named WilliS, died a slave, was driven in 

an ox-oart to a hole that had been dug, put in it and oovered up; 
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his mother nor ohi1dren oould stop work to a.ttend the funeral, 

but afte,r the Emanoipation," he and a brother returned, found 

"Uncle Bob" who helped bury hiDl and looated his grave. Soon 

after he had been given his freedom) nparson" walked from 

Union Springs,A1abama where his last master had taken him- baok 

to Macon, Georgia, and rejoined his mother, Raohel, his brothers, 

Samuel Augustus, San FrancisoQ, Simon Peter, Lewis, Carter, 

Powell Wendell and sisters, Lizzie and Ann; they all dropped 

the name of their master, Lane, and took the name of their grand-

father, Andrews. 

"Parson" possesses an almost uncanny memory and 

attributes it to his inability to write things down and therefore 

oeing entirely dependent upon his memory. He had passed 30 years 

of age and had two children who could read and write before he 

could. His conneotion with Edward waters College has given him a 
I 

decided advantage for education and there are few things that he 

cannot discuss intelligently. He has come in conta.ot with thousands 

of students and all of the ministers oonneoted with the Afrioa.n 

Methodist Episcopal Church in the state of Florida and has attend

ed all of the State and General Conferenoes of this Churoh for the 

past half century. He has lived to be 85 years of age and says he 

will live until he is 106. This he will do beoause he olaims: 

"Your life is in your hand" and tells these narratives as proof: 
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aInl8S6 when the present Atlantic Coast Line Railroad 

was called the S~F~W~ and I was coming from Savannah to Florida, 

some tramps intent ~pon robbery had removed spikes from the 

bridge and just as the alarm was given and the otrain about to 

be thrown from the traok, I raised the window and jumped to 

safety. I then walked baok two mil~s to report it. More .. than-:: 70 
• 

were killed who might have been saved had they jumped as I.did. 

A.s a result, the S~F~ and W~ .gave me a free pass for life with 

which I rode allover the United states and once into Oanada." 

He proudly displays this pass and states that he would like to 

travel over the United states again but that the school keep2 

him too close. 

"I had been ve~y siok but took no medioine; my 

wife went out to visit Sister Nanoy- shortly afterwards I 

heard 'ivhat sounded like walking, and in my imagination saw 

death entering, push the door open and draw back to leap on 

me; I jumped through the window, my shirt ~ung, but I pulled 

it out. Mr. Hodges, a Baptist preaoher was' hoeing in his garden 

next door ;"iooked "at me and laughed. A woman yelled I there 

goes Reverend Andrews, and death is on him. I I sa.id 'no he isn't 

on me but hetsdown there.' Pretty soon news oame that Reverend 

Hodges had dropped dead. Death ha.d oome for someone and would 

~ot le~e without them. I was weak and he tried me first. Rev-

erend Hodges wasn't looking, so he slipped up on him." 

" 
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"Parson" oame to UmatIlla, Florida, in 1882 

~ 19 

from Georgia. with a Mr. Rogers who b:r·({ugbt him and six other 

men, their wives ,and ohildren, to work on the railroad; he 

was made ~he section"boss ft whioh job he held until a white 

);la11 threatened to "dook" him beoause he was wearing s. stiff 

shirt and fisetting over a white man" when he should have a 

shovel. This was the opinion of a man in the vioinity, but 

another white friend,~~a4is warned him and advised him not 

to leave Umatilla, but persuaded him to work for him cutting 

cord WOOd; although "Parson" had never seen wood corded, he 

aocepted the job and was soon given a pass to Maoon, Georgia, 

to get other men; he brought 13 men baok and soon became their 

n"ooss" and bought a house and deoided to do a little hunting. 

Wh3n he left this job he did some hotel work, oooked and served 

as train porter. In 1892 he was ordained to preaoh and has 

preached and pastored regularly from that time up to two years 

ago. 

He is of medium size and build and partially bald

he~dedj what little hair he has is very gray; he has keen eyes; 

his eyesight is very good; he has never had to wear glasses. 

;{e is as supple as one half his age; 1 t is readily demonstrated 

as he runs, jumps and yelle while attending the games of his 

favorite pastimes, baseball and football. Wherever the Edward 
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waters College fQotball team goes l there nparsontt wants to go 
.. 

also. Whenever the crowd at a gana hears the scream nCome on 

boys," everyone knows it is nparson" Andrews. 

20 

ttparson" has had two wives, both of whom are 

dead, and is the father of eight children: Willis (deceased) 

Johnny, Sebron Reece of Martin, Tennessee I Annie Lee, of Maoon, 

Georgia, Hattie of Jacksonville, Ella (depeasedl Mary Lou Rivers 
, 

of Macon, Georgia, and Augustus somewhere-at-sea. 

"Parsonn does not believe in taking medicine, 

but makes a liniment with whioh he rubs himself. He attributes 

his long life to his sense of nhaving quitting sense n ~d not 

allowing death to oatoh hi~ unawares. He asserts that if he 

reaches the bedside of a kindred in time, he will keep him from 

dying by telling him: "Come on now, don't be orazy and die." 

He states tbAt he enjoyed his slavery life 

and since that time life has been very a.eet. He knows and r~ 

members most of the inoidents oonneoted with m~bers of the 

several Conferenoes of the Afrioan Methodist Episoopal Church 

in Florida and oan tell you in what minutes you may find any of 

the important happenings of the PS.s:t::30··or40:'years • 

• 
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lackaonriUe. . }l1oftda 

3DiL .lt1SI'IJl 

1111 AutiD -- he sqa hie _ 11 a lilliaM - S.a aD a

alave who ga1Dd his tree4aa 'becaae hil mistresl t01Ul4 11; IIOre a4\'1Ilu.. 

geo118 to tree b1m \ban to watch lda. 

.Autin 11ft. Dear Qreeawooel, Jackson CoaQ'. norlda, on a ...u 

tarm that lie azul hi. ahIl.4ren operate. He sq. that he doea not kDow 

his age. doea not remember eYer having heard 1t. Bat he _t :ate pretQ' 
, 

.. 
;' 22 \~ •. 

014. he 8&7a. I'caae I waa a right -.rt .1M _n II1shh SIIIltb WDt eft· 

to fight. I lie thinks he DIal' 'be over.eo 1DD4re4 - and he looks it ... _t 
he is not sare. . 

A1Istin ... born 'ltetwe_ Greene aDd v.Dcock Cotmties, OD. the Oconee 

Biver, in Qeorgla. Ie ues the D8D1eS of the couatie. lD.tercbaDgea1tlTI he 

cannot 'be det1D1te as to .,.t whIch one ... hi. blrthJlace. I!he liDe ...... 

tween lem 1t'88 right there .. 118, I he sqs. 

Bis father waa Jack; for .. t of a ~ ·of .hia G1IJl .. took 1iJJat 

of his father .. call~ himself Jack Smith. 

of fUZlds on hi. master's »an. lack: aDd. I1U t • _tber were so14 to a »1 .... 

ter in the northern ,.n fd the ltate. It wa. DOt _til lore after hi. 

emanCipation that lill 8Ter _ e&~r of .. ap.ta. 

J1ll'. tatller J",* was rep.r4ed .. a tair17 pod oazpDter ...... 

and brick:1qer l at tiM. his .. ter would let h1a do .all .1abl of ~ 

illg ot 'buildiDg tor aeiPlIorbC planter.. tJ.. Jolts ... tt.. an ... Jdta 

hams, 'ltit. of cern sal, oleUl tor are .... for Jd.. wit. 8114 eh1l4nm, .. 4 
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other small gUts, these lie either used ~or h1a aall tamiIT or 'bartered 

with the other slaves. So_time8 he solel them to theslayes tor mone,; 

cash waa not altogether .-nOD among the slaves on the Sm1 th place. 

MRstin gives aD interesting description ot his a&ater, !homas 

Snith. Be sqs that ·8U1ptiDBS he was real rich ancl· allot u had eo good 

time. The wuk wasatt hard tben, cause it we had 'big crops he _utd .new 
some hetp from the other white tolks. lile 1lSed to gift 11.8 meat eve~ ~. 

and plent7 ot other things. ODe time he 'bought allot us ahoes, and on 

SIu1dq night would let 11.8 IP to wherever the preacher was boldin' _eting. 

He used to give lIlT papa. IIODe, 8l2IDptimes, too. 

IJa.t the7 ..... d to whi.r that he would gamble a lot. We 11.884 to 

see a whole lot of _n come up to the house 81iIIlptimes &D.d stq up most of 

the night. Sumptimes the, would stq three or tQlr dqs. And once in a 

while after one ot these ~g 40ings IU.stU. IDith would look 1IOrr1ecl, and 

i 118 wouldnl t get no meat 8DCl Y&r7 lJ. ttle of arq'thiJ3g else tor a long time. 

He would be crabb,. and beat u tor aJI7 little thiDg. Ie ... se4 to tell JIll 

papa that he wouldn't haft a cJ,...- cent UIltil he -.de SO.1ll8 crops.' 

.1 tew ,ears before he lett to enter tbe war the slaye owner came 

into possession ot a store near his plaatation: !his pore was iD Gr .. nsbol'O~ 

lither beC8WJe the Dusiness paid or be_e ot 8DOther ot his Honao 'W 

spells', ownership ot hie pluM.t1on ,..sec1 to a 88Il __ 4 X1m'ball ud ,,:.ost 

of the slaves, with the 8XC8»t1on ot IUl J.w.s1ii.. aa4 ODe or two women -- 81 thw 

transferred with the p1811tatl01l 01' sol4. :Bill ... k8pt to 40 arr&Dd8 aD4 

general work aroUD4 the stere. 

J1ll. le8l'Ded mch about the o,eratloD of the store, with the nnlt 

that when Mr. ..11;h lett wi .. tile .. tben ~ .. let, hit wit .... 1111 

to conti .. it. OJIerat10n. ., ru. tbe tiMN 'aM4 \0 '- ...... at .'Ol'ie. 
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whispered 8IIIODg the sla'98S in the D81chlaorhool -- aDd *0 c.- _'h ~r 
.. ~ters into the COlUlt17 .tore -- of how this or that slaft ran a1l8l', aDd 

with the white man-pwer of the section eDgaged 1n -.r. reDlalae' at lara

for long periods or esoaped altogether. 

!base stories al...,. intere ....... tin, uth· the rasalt that •• 

awq 'eight or nine clqa. I guess', 'betON a triend of the 8Id.tha folDl4 

him near Macon and threatuecl that he would Ihalt kUl hila' it he tib~t 

return 1mmediatel;y. 

lither the threat - or the fact that 1D JIacon there were DO 

read-ill available foodstaft. to 'be eaten all dq sa ill the 8tore - c .... , 
, 
; 

.Austin to return. .. was rou4l.7 'berated. '87 hi. mstres •• IN., flJ18llt foJ:lt;t 

given'b7 tblllOrriecl .... who nee4e4 h1a help .... tile 8tore _N "

she neecled the contrite promise •• 4 eftai" 4eclarationa that he would. 
'behave alright for the r8S' of hi. lite.' 

And he cl1d .... ha ... l fer ~er&1. whole D)nths. Jat"'" thi. t_ 
he wa.s 'a great 'biS la.'. aDd he had can ... t slght of a JV11IIg lI'CIDaIl .. 

took his fancy on his trip to 1a0Cll. She was free herself, her fat ... 

had bought her free40. 1t'i th that of her JIIOthar a f811'1'8ar1 .... fore. ad 414 

I· 24 .:-! 

odd jobs for the 1Ib1'e people in the cit7 for a li.,.lihoo&' Jll1 Iaa4 thAP'. 

of going back to liacon, lIal"Z"l'iDg her, ead ltrilJging _I" 1tac1t 'to work tor iii ... 

stl.B wi th me. t He aakecl pel'llli8.iOD to go. aza4.as retue4 on the £1"01UU1a that 

his help was too 'badl7 .ea.4 at the 8t0l'8. SboriJ.7 atterwarcl JIe W apia 

disappeared. 

'JIlsna'. howner. lain too .. of lUs plau ..., this t18. 8IUl it 
no 

was/difficult __ '0 _TO JUa apJft_naec1 :I.a Macon. BiU..,. _, ....... 
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sIlCh great o1lJectlons to the apprehension, 81 ther, he Sq8. 1Ie081l18.,. this 

t i1l8 he had leaaed tba t . the 1'O'QlSg woman ia )lacon had DO slightest inte.tion 

to give up her freedom to .,o1n him at Greensboro • 

.1 re1at1 ve of' IIrs. Smith gave .Aaatln a IOlUld 'beatiDC on his reta.rn; 

for a time 1t had the c1es1red effect, and he staled at the store and gave 

no further trouble. IIrs. Smith. howver, thou.gb.t of a surer plan of' keep1ng 

him in Greensboro; she called him and toU him he JDipt have his freedom. 

Bill never attempted to again leaft the place - althoWCh he tid. DOt re

ceive a cent for his work -- _til his master had elied, the store pael84 

into the hands of one of 1Ir. &D1 thts SODS. and the emancipation ot all the 

slaves was a matter of eight or ten Tears' h1sto17' 

When he final17 left Greene and B'aDcoci: Counties - a'bout tittT-

five Tears ago, Austin aettlec1in Jackson COWlt,. •. He married aud 'begaD 

the raising of a f8l1i17. ...t preaent he has nineteen liviDg childrea, more 

grandchildren than he can accarate17 tell, aDd 18 living with his third wit •• 

a woman in her thirties. 
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Frank Berry, living at 1614 west fwenty-
------~--.--- .... 

Seoond street, Jaoksonville, Florida, olaims to be a 

grandson of Osoeola,.last fighting ohief of the Sem

inole tribe. Born in 1858 of a mother who was part of 

the human ohattel belonging to one of the Hearnses of 

Alaohua County in Florida, he served va~fously during his 

life as a state and Federal Government oontraotor, United 

states"Ma~Shal' (1881), Registration Inspeotor (1879). 

Being only eight years of age When the 

Emanoipation Proolamation was issued, he remembers little 

of his life as a slave. The master was kind in an impersonal 

way but made no provision for his freedmen &s did many other 

Southerners- usually in the form of land grants __ lthough he 

gaye them their freedom as soon as the proolamation was issued. 

Birry learned from his elders that their master was a noted 

duelist and owned several fine pistols some of whioh have 

very bloody histories. . 

It was during the heotio days that fo"lloll'ed the 
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Civil War that Berry served in the afore-ment.oned offioes. 

He held his marshalship under a Judge King of Jaoksonville, 

Florida. As state and Federal Government Contraotor he built 

many public struotures, a few of whioh are still in use, 

among them the jetties at Mayport, Florida whioh he helped 

to build and a jail,_ at High springs, Florida. 
'", 

I t was dur ing' the wa,r between the Indians and 

settlers that Berry's grandmother, serving asa nurse at Tampa 
f 

Bay was oaptured by the Indians and oarried away to beoome the I 

28 

squaw of their ohief; she was later re-oaptured by her owners. 

This was a oommon prooedure, aooording to Berry's statements. 

Indians o4ten oaptured slaves, partioularly the women, or aided 

in their esoape and almost always intermarried with them. The 

red men were ored! ted with inoi ting many upri.sings and whole

sale esoapes among the slaves. 

Country frolios (danoes) were quite often at~ 

tended by Indians, whose main reason for going was to obtain 

whiskey, for Which they bad a very strong fondness. Berry 
1-v 

desoribes ~ intoxicated Indian as a -tornado mad man- and 

reoalls a hair raising inoident that ended in tragedy for 

the offender. 

.~ 



Slave Interview 
Pearl Randolph 
Jaoksonville, rlorida 

Page 3 
FEO 

J. group of Indians were attending one of these 

frolios at FOrt Myers an~ everything went well un~il o~e 

of the number beoame into xi oat ed, terrorizing the Negroes 

with bullying, and fighting anyone with whom he oould 

"piok" a quarrel. WBig Charlie- an unole of the narrator 

was present and when the red man ohallenged him to a fight 

made a quiok end of him by breaking his neok at one blow. 

For two years he was hounded by revengeful 

Indians, who had. an unoanny way of ferreting out his where

abouts no matter where he went. Often he sighted them while 

working in the fields and wauld be foroed to flee to some 

other plaoe. This oontinued with many hairbreadth escapes, 

until he was foroed to move several states away. 

Berry reoalls' the old days of blaok aristoo

raoy when Negr·oes. held high poli tio.~ offioes in the sta. te 

of Florida, when Negro tradesmen and professionals oom

peted suooessfully and unmolested with the whites. Many 

fortunes were mad~ by men who are now little more than 

beggar s. To this group belongs the man who in spi te of re-
o ~ 

duoed oiroumstanoes manag~\still to make one think of top 

29 

hats and state affairs. Although small of stature and almost 

disa.bled by rheumatism, he has the fiery dipi ty and straight 

baok that we assooiate with men who have ruled other •• At the 

same time he might a180 be oharaoterized &s a .weet old person, 

with &11 the tender reminisoenoes of the old day. and the 
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8dftt childish prejudioes against a.ll things new. As might 

be expected l he lives in the past and always. is delighted 

whenever he is a.sked to tell about the only life" that he 

has ever really lived. Together with his aged wife he lives 

with hie ohildren and is known to local re~1ef agenoies who 

supplement the very emall inoome he now derives from what 

is left of what was at one time a oonsiderable fortune. 
" 
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FLORIDA FOLKLORE 

SLAVE CUSTOMS AND ANECDOTES --'---- - -

Mary Minl.ls .l3i,ddie. age one hundred five was born in Pensacola~ 

Florida. 1833. and raised in Columbia COWlty. She is married. and 

has several ohildren. For her age she is exceptionally aotive. being 

able to wash and do her house work. With optimism she looks forward 

to many more years of life. Her health is exoellent. 

Having s rent thirty-two years of bEtr life as a slave she relates --I 

vividly some of her experienoei. 

Her m~ster Lanoaster Jamison was a very kind man and never mis-

treated his slaves. He was a man of medioore means. and instead of 

havia~ a large plantation as waa usual in those days, he ran a boarding 

house, the revenl.le therefrom furnishing him substanoe for a livelihood. 

He had a small farm from which iresn produoe was obtained to sl.lpply the 

needs of his lOdgers. Mary's family were his only sl~ves. The family 

consisted of her mother, father. brother and a sister. The ohildren 

called theold master 'F'a" and their father "Pappy.' The master never 

res ented this appella.tion. and took it in 600d humor. Many travelers 

stopped at his boardinb house., ,Mary's mother did the oooking. her father 

"tended" the farm, and Mary, her brother and Sister, did ohores about the 

pl~ce. There was a large one-room house built in the yard in whioh the 

iamily lived. Her father had a separate ge.,rden in whioh he raised his 

-' own produoe, also a smoke house where the f~Lmily meats were kept. 
'-
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Meuts were smoked in order to preserve them. 

During; the da¥ Mary's father was kept so bus¥ attending his 

3'3 - ~-

master's farm the. t there was no time for bim to attend to a 11 ttle farm 

that he was allowed to have. He overcame this handicap, however, by 

setting up huge soaffolds in the field whioh he burned and from the 

flames that this 1'i re emitted he oould see well enout,h to do what was 

necessar¥ to his farm. 

, 
The master s first wife Was a ver¥ kind womanJ at her death 

Mar¥'s master moved from Pensacola to Columbia County. 

Mary was very activs with the plow, she could handle it with the 

tl.t,iUty of' a man. Ibis prowess gained her the title of ·plow girl.· 

Stoves were unknown and cooking was done in a fireplace that 

was b~lt of clay, a large iron rod was built in aoross the opening of 

the fireplace on which were hung pots that had special handles that 

1i tted about the rod holdint;, them in place over the blazing 1 ire as the 

lood cookins was done in a moveable oven .'hich was placed in the fire-

pll:l.ce over hot coals 01' corn oobs. potatoes were roasted in ashes. Oft' 

times Mary's father 'would sit in front of the fireplaoe until Ii late hour 

in the ni6ht and on arislnb in the morning. the children would find in a 

corner a number of roasted potatGes ... hleh thei r father had thoughtl ully 

rCl:I.sted and ~hich the Obildren readily oonsumed. 
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LIGHTING SYSTEM. 

Matohes were unknown, a flint rook aud a file provided the fire. 

This oooured by striking, a 111e against a i'lint rook whioh threw Ol·t 

spo.rks that fell into a wad of dry ootton used lor the purpose. This 

cotton. as a rule, readily oauGht iire. l'his was fire and all the 

i'il·e needed to start any blaze 

1;V8AVING 

The white folk wove the oloth on regular looms whioh were 

made into dresses for the slaves. Fo r various colors of cloth the thread 

was dyed. The dye was made by digging up red shank and wild indibo roote 

whioh were boiled. The substance obtained being some of the best dye to 

be found. 

~EVERAGES & FOOD. 

Bread was made i'rom flour and wheat. The meat used was pork, beef, 

mutton ~nd go~t. For preservation it was smoked and kept in the smoke-

house. Coffee was used as a bevera6e and when this ran out as oft' times 

happened, ptl.rched poanuts were used for the purpose. 

"...-

Mary and family arose before day-break and prepare~ breakfast for the 

master and his family, after whioh they ate in the same dining room. 

When this was over the dishes were washed by Mary, her brother and sister. 

The children then played about until meals were served again. 

;1ASHING and SOAP --, --
was 

Washing/done in home~&Ae wooden tubs, and boiling in iron pots 

similar to those of today. Soap was made from fat and lye. 
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AMUSEMENTS. 

The only amusement to be had was a big o~ndy pulling, or hog killing 

and ohioken oooking. The slQves from the surrounding plantations were allowed 

to oome together on the~e oooasions. A big time was h~d. 

CHURCH. 

The slQves went to the "white folks" ohllroh on Sunaays. They were 

seated in the rear of the ohl.lroh. The white minister wOllla arise and exhort 

the sl~ves to Imind YOllr masters, YOIl owe them YOllr respeot." An ola 

Christian sl~ve who peroeived things differently oOllld sometimes be heard 

to mumble. "Yeah, wese jest as good as deys is only deys white and wets 

bl_ok, hllh." She dare not let the whites hear this. At times meetin's 

were held in a slave oabin where some "inspired' sl ... ve led the servioes. 

In the oOllrse of years Mr. Jamison married again. His seoond wife 

was a veritable terror. She was always ready and anxiolls to whip a sl-ve 

for the 1 east misdemeanor. The master told Mary and her mother that befo& e 

he would take the ohanoe 01' them runnint; away on aooount of her meanness 

he would leave her. As soon as he would leave the house this was a sigpal 

lor his wife to start on a slave. One day t with a kettle of hot _ter in 

her ht4nd. she ohased Mary, Who ran to another plantation 'and hid there until 

the bood m4ster retllrned. She then pOllred ollt her trollbles to him. He Was very 

indig,nunt and remonstrated with his wife for being so orllel. ~he met her fate 

in l~ter years; her son-in-law beooming angry at some of her doings in regard 

to him shot her, whioh resulted 1n her death. Instead of mourning, everybody 

seemed to rejoioe, for the menaoe to well being h4d been removed, Twioe a 

year Mary's father and master went to Cedar leys, Florida to get salt. Ooean 

water was obtained and boiled, salt resulting. They always returned with about 

three b~rrels of salt. 
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The ~reatest event in the l11"e of a slave was about to ooour, and the 

most S04 rowi'ul in the life of a master, FREEDOM was at hand 4 A Negro was 

seen coming in the distanoe, mounted upon a mule. approaching Mr. Jamison, 

who stood upon the p04'oh. He told him of the liberation 01' the sl ... ves. 

~r. Jamison had never before been heard to ourse, but this was one day 

that he let go a torrent of words th_t are unworthy to appear in rrint. 

He then broke down and or1 ed like a sla.ve who was being lashed by his 0 ruel 

master. He called Mary's mother and father, Phyliss and Sandy, II ain't 

got no more to do with you, you are free,' he said, "if you want to stay 

with me you may and I'll bive you one-third of what youaise. 1 They deoiaed 

to stay. ilhen the crop was harvested the master did not do as he had promised. 

He i::,ave them nothing. Mary slipped away, JUounted the old mule 'Yustug l and 

giilloped away at a mules snail speed to Newnansville where she related what had 

happened to a Union oaptain. He ~ve her a letter to give to Yr. Jamison. 

In it he reminded him that if he didn't give Mary's family what he had promised 

he would be put in jail. ~1 thout hesitation the old m_ster oomplied with these 

pungent orders. 

After this inoiaent Mary and her family left the good old boss 

to seek a new abode in other parts. This Was the first time that the 

master had in any way displayed any kind of unfairness toward them, perhaps 

it Wt;lS the reaction to havin(;.. to liberate them. 

:URRI~GE· - __ e 

There was no marrlabe durint slavery aooording to oivil or religious 

c~stom among the slaves. If a sla.ve saw a woman whom he desired he told his 

m~ster. If the woman in question belonged on another plantation, the ma.ster 

ftould oonsul t her master: 'one of my boys .nts to marry one of your gals,' 

he Would say. As a rule it _s agreeable that they should live together as 

man and wife. This was enoouraged for it inoreased the slavo population by 
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.. 
new borns, hence, being au asset to the masters. The two slaves th~s joined 

+ 

were allowed to see one another at intervals upon special permission from the 

master. He m~st have a pass to leave the plantation. Any slave oa~ght without 

one -while off the plantation Was subjeot to be oaught by the ·pta.derollers· ( a 

low olass of white who roved the oo~try to molest a sl~ve at the least opportunity. 

Some of them were bired by the masters to guard against slaves running away or to 

apprehend them in the event that they did) who would beat them ~nmerQifu.lly_ 

and send them baok to the plantation from whence they came. 

As a resu.l t 01' this form of matrimony at emancipation there were no 

51-ves la.wf~lly m~rried. Orders were given that if they preferred to live 

together as man and wife thEly must mar ry according to Iraw. They were given 

nine months to deoide this 'l~estion, after whioh if they oontinued to live 

together they were arrested for adultery. A IIr. Fryer, JustiCl1e of the Pellos 

at Gainesville, wa~ assigned to deal with the situation aroQnd the plantation 

whe. e Mary and her family lived. A big supper was given, it was early, abou.t 

twenty-five sl~ve oouples attended. There was gaiety ana laughter. A barrel 

of lemonade was served. A big time was had by all, then those oo~ples wno 

desired to remain together were joined in wedlook aooording to oivil oustom. 

The party broke up in the early ho~rs of the morning. 

Mary Biadie, oognizant of the progress that solenoe and invention 

has made in the intervening years from ~manolpatlon and the present time, 

could not he))p but relltl rk of the vast improvement of the lighting system of 

today and that of slCLvery. There were no lamps or kerosene. The first 

thread that she Erler SpWl was for a wiok to be used in a oandle, the only 

means of light. Beef tallow was used to make the oandle; this was pl~oed in 

a candle mould while hot. The wiolc waS then pl~oed in the oenter of the 

ta.llow as it rest 1n the mould; this was a.llowed to 0001. Yihen this 
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chemioal prooess ooo~red there was a reg~l~r sized oandle to be ~sed for 

Mary now past the oent~ry mark, her lean bronze body resting in a 

rocker, her head wrapped in a white 'kerchief, and p~fflng slowly on her 

cl~y pipe, expressed herself in regard to presidents: -Roosevelt has don~ 

mo' than any other president, why you know ever since freedom they been 

talkin' 'bo~t dis pension, talkin' 'bout it tha's all, b~t yo~ see Mr. 

Roosevelt he don' com' an' gived it tu ~. What? I'll say he's a good 

ribht~s man, an' ~ shot go' vote fo' him.-

ReSiding in her little oabin in Eatonville, Florida, she is able to 

smile beca~se she has some means of sec~rity. the Old Age Pension. 



DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. rOntLORE 

Ex-Blaves 

Revuend Eli Boyd was born Kay 29, 1864, four lJliles from 

Somerville, South Carolina on John Murray's plantation. It was a 

large plantation with perhaps one hundred slaves and their families. 

As he was only a tiny baby when freedom came, he hed no "recomembrance" 

of the real slaver,y da78, but he lived on the same plantation tor 

many years until his father and mother died in 1888. 

I. 
I I worked on the plante tlon just like they did in the real slavery 

days, only I received a small wage. I· .. ·picked cotton and thinned rice. 

I always did just what they told me to do and didn't ever get into any 

trouble, except once aDd that was my own fault. 

"You see it was this way. They gave me a bucket ot thick clabber 

to take to the hogs. I was hungry and took the bucket and sat down 

behind the barn and ate every bi t ot it. I didn't kIlow 1 t would make 

me siCk, but was I sick? I swelled up so that I all but bust. They 

had to doctor on me. They took soot out of the chimney and mixed 1 t 

with salt and made me take that. I guess they saved my life, for I 

wes awful sick. 

"1 never learned to read until 1 was 26 years old. That was after 

I lett the plantation. 1 was staying at a place washing dishea for 

Goodyear's at Sapville. Georgia, six miles from Waycross. 1 found a 

Webster's spelling book that had been thrown away, and I learned to 

reed from that. 

WI wasn't converted until 1 went to work in a turpentine still 
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DADE COUNTY FLORIDA FOlKLORE 

Bz-Slaves Continued. 

and five years later I W88 called to preach. I am one of thirteen 

children and none of us baa ever been arrested. We were taught ri~t. 

"I kept on preaching until I came w Miami. I have been assist

ant pastor at Bethel African Methodist Church for tbe past ten years. 

"I belong to a class of Negroes called Geechees. l4Y grandfather 

wes brought directly trom Africa to Port Ro,al, South Carolina. Ily 

grandmother used to hold up her hand and look at it and sing out 01' 

her hend. She t d make them up as she would look ather hand. She 

sang in Geechee end also made rhymes and songs in English. tt 
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'1 .,t,. enda"\~t when, ape J'O\& bolla! 

~5om ts.ia 1880 on Jol'.e and MolU.' Hoowa-'. 
:v-lantatlon llehetm. 2~var.neb ·aoo 'C'ha?leaton ne .. 
the Ge ___ l1u. . , . 

-. 

, . 
;j. ""!" •.• ,Y r:ltd. ~ ·pa.8s the ts.. as e. Ohl1d??-~!nt sept ot ebor •• 

{lid you do 911d What did ~ plq? I -

I bad to th1D Gotton 18 I ae rielda Qftd m1D4 the 
flies at the tabla. I ehaMd thea dtb a tl,. 

buah,sor.teth.lea & U:I{o t1'Gm a tpee- and sc-methlNt 
rid e ~ bwlh. 

l~ • un 710':.11'-· rna ato,. kiM '0 Tout 

Yoe. I \~~~ h:vored ,,,,. -being wlt.h SJ' -987_ . 

~;. ')\1 ~'''Gn'1 ala".,. weN tho" an the 9_ plaatatton aD4t __ , 

I 'don 'tkrsolr. !beN. lilas 1'1__ (). dem up 1n de 
~. I NtGkon. . 

;]. ~) ;J'<'flU ~~ wtaat kSad of cooking .t ... lb ~ mot .. Ue4f 
--::-~:.' ,. 

eO':' • 

I • ..' .... ". " 

·: .. r. 
., ........ " .. ....... J •• 



c:nlee~"ned spideN and, t-. them arouad 1f'!J8a d«r Wl\S 
rl()tW ; one slde. 

'~. "~:.;_. ~"j~"!';. :'{"\~ll' ns.1.n foods and how "'~h the,. cookedt 

() ~:I! c\lt}~."it:1".:g '1o'U 00711d th1r.Ut of to eat 

(~. 0 TI:.! 7l ,:;"Hw·"ber rru~7!:~S ta1tat,1cm. 0l"J 8llbatttute eo.tee 'br 
c:-'u1di:lg '0.:.' OOl"!l Ol;· peeau.a? , 

"".;; YO:"t :'U::X;' 1-1GJ.1'. e\"et' hayb:~, wl;e,~ you .... ~~ .. ell,. 
t:rn~;:n'" 1.~ ~~l'td f}f -b!'E'Jad bes1d;f38 ecJ."4 ~ad' 

'II 

i',l'tlays .; 'ad :i>i!;~plac.e8. or op;n :f1r&8 on. t-':pla.atatt_, 
b>.J.t aNGr a lorlS whtlAt my _f'trJ! bad h$&~.t ... to 
oo(.)k on.. De Wt.~d ctw de slave.pot~_<c..oo~ 
&1"0911 1,t 11.",o:.;;<.t~ ~'!e8., , ~ lit <Ie 'f~. "IrttJl' ntat , ...... 
stoel, '.;lhe~l it tlO'uld£C Qlltll f~6.11 .. teWl'Ii_oIea 
';ed~,lee r~ ,$~.' " We 9te d$~tal1""a~ out or 
boot-art!! un.,~.ton. t~ll .. " de1;\ \iJ~ t~l, eh{)~~~:'rtl~ fntJe 
!:Jw e-::l:lflles't5.o.k$ !1ad~oft1n ,P:fl..x.*- w:b:.t 1!\~t1.Ml .... on 
all<l a 'holdo~ t~ the eaM].(t 1n tbs 0 __ • YOu kn.OwllOW. 

G :'wl e. well with two ~t8 01.1 Q pU~ to ~ 
t1'l6 wate~. 

I ."' ~"'Otl l"e,ThePbeP Wb8n you tll'B~ 6n',~ tee: ,in~ep1ar toPm1 

o. Ie, wou.ld ~ •• 1· 'il1t'1t~r i.::1. our- pl" .. _. 

'~~. l~' "'':)\12'1 family \YOIl'k ttl the rice f1elde ~1n the eottoa 
"i: i'ho fum. cap tdlat 80Pt ot !fOP): dtd t.h9y 40' 

(i'bey did all ldn4s O.t 'WOI!4r :11'1 tbAt, tlelda. 
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15. ,'..f tbey vmb<l ID tbe t ... Of '-.,,"t· .. 1)1 ... , Wha' ... ., 
'C'JOr!~ dld they do! . . ~. '. ' 

I,\las bCufl •• ", ...... S4 • .,-=.~ '1tI7 _ld.·_ ... _. 
Sometu.a ltd ' ..... ad ... .. all ·tt. t.... .' 

, . , , 
16. -,0 you NtlDiw'ber_vep 'be1Jll'tlC'" .. ~,bA~. Mdp1.' ..... , 

1'7. 

lB. 

(,'his was dQae ~ tM pl._",,,. t holt ao PQ'tia it. 
s a :to\mg ~. WhAt' COfl or ~' 4tA .YOU dof ltv •• .,.4' 

yo 13"" motha!' 8.POQad the houee .. caa ~ ..... -.'pts ,t'M" 

T !~elped do the b~ ad ellA ltIlat tm d'-.8 
to1d ". do .. 

hen you V~" e. Ch ..... ·.Q4 ..... 40 :~ou 1 .• 11 ... ·• bOW.·.·... ....le .. "~ ........ , ~.' ......... . 
0,;1 S7t.m thread, OP PiCked GU;t~~tt_lt&ed, ..... IIt*I' cott_. 
011 1£ihat ~O~t oif ,,..·was _4tC! _ 'theaott_ ~f 

,rio. 

UJ. 'f) ytfll ~emernbet't ~ ~t or...,p t..,..t<tf ''- aid.' 
Gf3t tho lye tor !il&k'~ 1;'1 tbe • ..,'. 

-
4.0s,· ltd 1')81» ~ 1l1fflte theEwl~ lj"e _<1 soft "O&P. ~ 
aeed any coke 8Of1JI' _til I 'l~ame ~f . 

at did. t~ use fw dpinj·thNad end' cloth and.,.. -41.' tiler 
i.:h ~ ':, bem? 

~i~:", USe4 .. lftU.aO. f.- '1., _p~ tor. :\.,.11Wt aa4 
~'l8,~ oak ~.tJ)8 It'.l1!'t'fJtI. ..' 

)1d Vtiu,p motbl,)p u. bla. we,.. 'wu1l"- with ~ bOJA)a 
0;1 BHehside t07!' thl rinse'" 

Yes. and dq bed' _mallep woodea It •• la ••• ~ .. ,4 
any. t!r1 tea \1. theJte j, .. 

• ·O':~·U :':~be.·" _., ..,. ........ ",b_d m." ... .,., 
. ~ 

Yes, their ...... U· ~ .boa _ the pl __ ,"._ 

It .0 '?U r~itI1[,;. _~t_ Ght-.. "t:~ qd CO". 
.f\~[::·l.~~S alwa,.. I.,.. ".. f'_t~', '. . 



, 

;;ij. "'Q ~rou Y"emal~"" IIbeft ",*,fUttlt 8 .. ;'-'otjp tiNt wlndMll1' 

'\'"es. :tb8y d'!t!lat~ be,. t!lem thEn ... 

m;.'~ :;e',! ~~ baP IIbtn J'OU tf.lte1: GQ., ~ 8j)I'inp1ll8tead 
ot bad !'Opes? . 

:r slept In' a ~ btmk. ~. mi ... 'bad a ~. bel 
'i:1:"'.fl e!'~ ~thl rope8 ""'11 .. eowhlde ...... 
. :ha;! (UHl ewa Sb'uOk attl-&sS$a to'tI hel'. ~:,'etd l3Ut 
the' !1fl~' and ei.e.. tine .ana staff the tleka 
w1tt: t:em. Th. COW' hi" weft placed CD top of the 
mattl"essoe to PNM" them. 

~'!I. · hen did ytnl'" the ~ ~ and ... df.d " 1 __ It-1 
It we.e ,8. ~ like' '~f_ .... 

~~f;. :;0 :?,CY' t'eme~f;'bal' YOV' ~~:~,., 

";;0. ~iiJ' motheJt VlElS sold r~ .. ~! was 811&11. I 
sta~d in. my uncle '8 sbed at niGht., 

~~£;. ". ~l;')'l~_/be!t tbe MOne,.. eallad Ife ... _plast.~s·' 

........ 
V.,J, 

, 
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. J2 ~JtSSU8 had. cQ l8d WI 'oaetbol' and teld us ... , to 
~u"!l. 110w l Oi.1 beg fop ~. It t." uk: ~l!, wbo1l:hw I" 
[.r;Ul'l ,Q od to YO'lJ.. 70U tell '. 'rea.. . 1£ tl~'Y as_ ,.. 
i r t'N; c1w yt:fll r"'l6rJt * you f1iU"J! '~A t • ,1,&0., f1e He' 
tlidiJ.tt t,..,.t M7 mvat, wt % 414. ·,.:6 .... ;1 ~ Sa .. 
'!"O'.'.se. ~10 I ~tda.t ~11 a 11e. to. 1 tU~ glt •• t. 

o we OOt~f;pd, an t WG ....,... ftOtJr nit-_ u soott. Doef" 
;,ron ld.11 he~. AIon't; 7t'"1 _ t;up .. , --7 tltoW _. ~" 
;iOU. llUZ'tihe"'. thott. J9U ... he!' ~le~ «on:. -o .. tber" 
bm~ _. the ....... 8114 tIlOlJe, or the O~!~!JMIet 
'tmt they did .l·t ___ '. bOU.· ... btIPt u ,...,;,. , ' .. 1, -
"(~ nnw tM.~.'- tile ..... ~t. f1l4'?J' ~ ........ 
f:' ~::~ Hoth'ln t • TbeIP ~ WOtll~ ~. _. WOPilJ Mil 
rGn:~f')S e:md. t~ ~. 'cross f:Lelds ta ~h:lnS. "..,. 
(W)1l1¥J our dssu. upeta.ba tfO ~be .e~lldJ.tt"" _. 
tl1{}U they ca._ ·the ..,. ..... _gsed .......... 
fnt .. t'91". Then tbe,. looMd'be?, at th91 toe eoa Of'IU 
ft)1"11 '?etugaes 'Gad 8~ or the. s __ s weat ott.". __ 
of tl.1eiP 0Wt\ will. TIle., ... a}l. the t .. ,.. .. , ._ 
hurled, all tho ,.. awl ."..,thba ~ ~ .. 
':"e;{ (11d not 'tIo'Il the hOW!te and ~itd$_ -W.atl .-. ... 
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:':'j '(;''Ou. '>now 81ftJ" leSJ!'OH .. ea1latad·.. 30._ ........... 
ort:'I::i If . 

Em 
:11' ',lOU T~,~OW arr.rlie8f'088 1I'!W!A1iaf:e4 Sn the IIfttma-a .... t 

'~:.t ;1(,)'-:12"' tn&.8te" 3"". ~~_.,~ vn.;t40 JOll N1MI'4"" 
(:r;~,R ~'l(\tW"f1 fr9m' til. \it.' 0.. " ... tie .,t.ftd'fd.· Qtl td.l1e4t 

00. 'Two' 'broYI ... ,. 0.. .. ldl1e4 _4 one .... back. . . . 

, . 



54. 

..... 46 

;~1c1 ~}'OU 11ft In Sa ....... ~ •• ula and "he 1'io....... -
forces 'til9!'~ tbre\'tah tile "h, aDd 40 J')u ._"- ,he' 
exc1 tetl'l8nt 1n ~?O, .... fir ..... the ~)l"'.t.oa ..... 
YI')U l'.vedt 

l1e 11ftd ~th of aayannah. I doaft k:nw how hr " 
,:us. but it was tn South c..1IM. . 

,jid ",'O.Jr ~_8tel' f. bou~. let !'Obbad «- 1~ dlIPtl~ tM 
t1,~"'o of Sh(ft~'e mal'o'bf . . 

'"'0 \~n ro~, l.,.t the 1"0l.1.Se .. not bu.med.· We eaWd 
it to'1'l them. 

~G. ~:;af; ki'.lt1 of Utl:ltorme did tbeJ' woe duPing the el •• 1 .. ~' 

~;'7. :)bat 90rt of. med1e!.n.e 'f;,"M uaed 1n t:he &8 ju8t &1"1:_ 
,. ,() "£~r' 1 .Dosc:rtbe. a ljepo doctop of that peploCl.; " 

: 'h0 uaod to make Me. out: or the .u..,Uta $hOe. ...~ tbat 
;~J'O'I;l along on t'bO sr"n_t. We used 0'.1 and tw-peat1rie. 
r~ut tllrpont1~ oa 8OM_. r 

,-£J.. bxt d.o ;ou ):'Elr.1O'·bGr e.'I'Jout a .. then people -01' out.t4e people 
'Oi'!.- f" ito a co:'!'~T'.!ty 8~tCtr the~' 

'{to!'. ,~'!~n.r)e~t·.f:;r.e., taughtwhlte fclke. I · didn't' f!IJ to 
9cfcool. 

T \u::; it l)8tte!' ·and so did the l'C8t. 

{;/' , O"Yl ' ... 01.'.1 anytb1t14' a'bo-tlt politiCS-,ll meet1nga andclu1J8 
,p :n~-Gd &J~ I:: ()!' the wa.r' . 

L '0'0': ',OW an.,thlng NaaJ'd1ng the let ... and stOPtoe :tPoa 
. '!,::~oe~: who T:'lpa~.' ....... aft .. the .. , . 

. 
~/'>u ',!~:):'r~~ on;, no..,.. _ ~ ...... ~~taaee 1thO ... skllled 

~ "·,,'·t --'.·'......4.1-."''''-- ""_A A'- ...........,.,,0 
\ .••. q. I{U"'V u~- ~'V:A.' ~"". . . ._ 

':",:~s~. In ~.lhtMdl _el ~~, tMr' 'a.t .. 40 .,., 
,l1e.'.'7thinS _11 01- .... ,......, 
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Matilda Brooks, '79. who lives in :Monticello, J'la., wa. 

onoe a slave of a South Carolina gOTe~nor • ... 

Mrs. Brooks was born in 185'7 or 1858 in Edgefield. S.O. 

Her parents were Hawkins, and Harriet ~OXt and at the time of 

. " the birth of their d8Ughter were slaTes on a large plant..-

··'ion ,;belonging to . Governor Frank ~iqkeils. On this pl antation 

v,°ere raised ootton, corn, potatoes, toblt,coo. pea.s, wheat aDd 

truck products. As soon as lIatilda was 1 ~ge enough to go 

into the fields she helped her parents with the f'a:na1ng. 

The former slave descril1es Governor Pickens as being 

'very good' to his eiaves. He supervised them personally, 

al thcugh offi~ial duties often made this diff1cuJ. t. He 

saw to it that their quarters were comfortable and that they 

alW&Ys had sufficient food. When'they beoame 111 he would 

himself doctor on them with pills, castor oil, turpentine 

<:l.nd v ther remedies. Their diet ·consis.ted 1 argel.y of pot&---
tce~. corn bread, syrqp. greens, peas, and occasionally ~ 

fClwl and other meats or poUl try. Dle1:r chief beverage wa. 
cOf:'ee made from !,arehed corn. 
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Since there were no stoves during slaveryt they cooked 

their foods in large iron pots suspended. from racks bu1l t . 
into the fireplaces. Fried foods were prepared in iron 1 spi. 

, 

ders't large trying pans with legs. These pans were pl aced 

over hot coal s, and the season1n~ was done with salt which 

they secured from evaporated sea-water. Atter the food was 

fried and while the coaJ.s were still glowing the fat of oxen 

and sheep was mel ted to make candl es. Any grease left over 

was put into a 1 arge box, to be used 1 ster for soap-making. 

Lye for the soap was obtained by putting oak ashes" 

in a ba.rrel and pouring water over them. Atter standing for 

several ds\ys ... Wltil the ashes had decayed --- lll;>les were 
" 

drilled into the bottom of .the barrell and the liquid drained 

off. This liquid was the lye, and it was then trickled into 

the pot into which the fat had been placed. The two were 

then boiled, and after cooling cut into squares of soap. 

Water for cooking and other purpo.ses was obtained from 

a well j which also served as a refrigerator at times. ][a. 

tilcia does not recall seeing ice until· many years later. 

In the evenings Ma til da' smother woul d weave cl-o th on 

her spinning-jenny and an improvised loom. This cloth was 

tiOIr.etimes dyed in various colore: blue from the indigo plant; 

yelle-¥! fro!!' the crocus and brown from the bark of the" reel" 
• 
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oak. ether colors were obtained from berries and other plant •• 
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In seasons other than picking-time tor the cotton the 

children were usually allowed to pl~ in the evenings. When 

cotton crops were large, however, they spent their eve~1ngs 

picking out seeds from the cotton boll St 1n order that their 

parents might w.ork uninterruptedly. in the fields dur~ng the 

d~. The cotton, after being picked and separMed, would 
, 

be weighed in balances 9-nd packed tightly in 'crocus' bags. 

Chicken and goose .feathers were Jealously saved du.. 

ring these da.rs. They were used for the mattresses that re .... 

ted on the beds of wooden slats that were bu1l t in corners 

against the wall s. Hoop skirts were worn at the time, bu" 

for how long afterward liatilda does not remember. She only 

recall s that they were di.sa;ppearing t about 'the time I saw 

a windmill for the first time'. 

The coming of the Yankee soldiers created much exci te-

r.!lllong the slaves on the Pickens pl antation. The slaves 

were in ignorance of acti vi ti's going on, and ot their &p. 

PTuach. but when the firs~ one was sighted th~ news eprea4 

'ju~:t like dry grass burning ~ ~ hill'. Despite the kind,.. 

:nei3f of Governor Pickens the sl.aves were happy to cla1m thei'r 

new-fuund' freedom. Some of them even ran awq to join the 

~'!or:hern armie s before they were otficially treed. Some at

tt'rT·P:.::d to show their loyal. ty to their old owners by joining 

tho ;;)o:.lthern armies, but in this section they were not per-
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After she was rel eased trom sl avery Ma til da Came wi th 

her parents to' the Monticello section, where the.Knoxes be. 

came paid house servants. The parents took an active part 

in polities in the section~ and Matilda was sent t~ school. 

Whi te teachers operated the school B at fir,st, and were 

later repl~ced by Negro teachers. Churches were opened with 

Negro ministers in the' pulpits. and other necessities ot 
I 

community life eventually came to the vicinity. 

Matilda. still lives in one of the earlier .homes ot 

her parents in the area, now described as tRooster.1'own' by' 

its residents. The section iS,in the eastern part of MOnt6-

cello. 

#####H#I 

5() 
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1'1tus n. BJ'MI, atteot1o_wl¥ kaa as "DaM,. a' ... ·, la 

r8M1n1sce11t of B8r.Plet Bee __ ste ... f , I_IT,el ... lAt .,... .. leal 

Chandl8r Harr18' lldldtabl. "U'ac~ R p." with hi. white beart ... 

hol:-- sllrMtU1dlng a end.l1D8 black tllce. Be was bOrll 1a Bow ...... 18&6 

in t1l1.'l t 1s no" OlnraJtbll Count,.. So1l1lh oarollu. ltO'h hie father. 

curry. and mDther. Diana, belnsM ~o Gabr1el "-_en ....... ftS 

I)!" 00 elaves aDd was noted tor h1. k1a4Mt1a 110 th-. 

- ., j 
Byn.' father wu a 0-.. laborer, aa4 hi. ~r .. W 

in the capac1 ty 0 t ohaDl:umal4 alii s __ er. !U.r ha4 la ~ 
I 

sm.n bo:-- AbrabaJa, ", .. , Ree .. , 14 ... _. ftl ., MUle,- ... 

Hamlat- and tl" glrla- OJarlt,.. 0bftaIJ'. "' •• Clharlltte .... 

Violet. 

i?'hCl 'l'1tus _ t1w or aix ,. ... of &81 M 'If" 81 ..... 

:'1tH7dSZ1 'a t'llfa who ~ hta tor, the jo1l ot be-_"e ~ he 

!l~'f';~:r reoe1vedany edltoattollt Jp. .... e,.l_ "le.a. .....u tell 

the t1r.1e 0 f dey aDd ooulcl41atla8dA OM ...,.,.. r.. ......... • 
recnlloo nn 1110141. which happ.,. wh.a U ... abo.' 11811& "... _ 

'l("1) 71h1ch led h1m .. 'coaoea1 hla pl'......... OM..,. _lie wltbl 

~n tho 1""'T,'¥)1ln!. he hellJlt hie alnNeat 11"1. dat&8h'_ ten hep .... 

the t he flas writlllB aboa' we'''. ..ft. PlIwIea oau...a hta au tel. 

- 26723 
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off. Fl'ell the ... Me p~ ......... 4. Ja J."88U'4Q t. %lell,. .. 

Bynge caD rH8U the ~ • ..s ... ftIT Yllf14lr. aDd he 'ell. he. t;be 

Neeroae who ~ ..... 1. the 8111.., tlrd htNu't .... __ ... 

white miDi ... aJI1 thea aft", .... ...,.. ... tbIJ ..u _her •••• 
.. 

l1ldn tloor aad bear a 8 __ A ." a .... prea .... 

Bpes .ned 11\ the 01 Yl1 War 111 'Il hi. ~... .. bit 0_ re

n~ .. the regiaJlt oemp beftNn ~ Oeorsf,a d4 O!ar~ .. _ 

~;outh Carolina. BIa IIIlnMea ..,ul4 ., .... ' .,.. to ...... .,. hIa 

rnat~r to V1rehia to jem'" e __ 14t6SeD .. the 81'O\UIIa ... It 
, -

i1L3 too cold tor h1m. All....... hi. war..,.. Afte tile .-r U 

HtJnt l:dth ~18 father" _It 011 the .... Plaatdlea ...... _ • 
/ 

:'~rwo or age. hi. t.her , .... h1a 1oee.. ~ .,.. red" M' aor. 

of 12Ild froD j,rthur lJa1'"Iea aa4 bctIaJl ra_ ... 

In l868 he latt SIIIath OIftJj;ba .at c_ "J'latt4a. III 

sottlad in ~te1"Pt'l8. ( •• ~. Sprill.'. Yolaa .. 00"',. ..... he 

~':O;:,1:M for 1. o. area, • talWr, rer-0l1li ,.1', after wldoh lie lU'& •• 

... ~ ' ... 
SA}.':\Ued. Be Iled be..- • 0 ........... be ... bt_e1t.' 
jMk of all trooea aaa • _st_ ., 110,,- ............... _ .,.. 

~rjng to 1'1or14a aaI 111 tile .fa ..... et tJa.ne ........ w1te toM _,-

he fl',G8 ?Vi th f\ tW1atJa sa hU.,... ...,. la ••• _. ._ 

111'0".';; iJJ!!d upon wh11e .,.." 111 to .-..... ft1llnlu. _I' ,... .... 



slave M."l.
:lfred F81'1'8l1 
T1tusv11la. J'.J.erleJa 

Dtlla Besa Bl1,..a. or -JaR B ..... tiS .. 18 'ft"" __ , 
\WlS bOl"ll in Darllastoa. seuh fJa1'el.iIa 1. lM8 •. * ...... of ..... 

alXi r?11phy lIart. slaves or b 1Il1Iuc1a.Both bel" paa •• ~ _"0. 
, I . • 

:1iokers and 08 a l1ttla Girl .DaUa 'otte __ • ."tll her pal'at. late 

tho fields. OM day she eta ... that the Yaaka_ 0" ~ soath , . 

~rlrOllm with ~8aokn ~1l thel~ .ul.d~.. It .... it .1If;111a"er tbd 
" ". 

lb.. aat.t 1,. ah. reo81,," aDJ et1aoa .. 101111l. ~_ ..... ttAUat 

Bess" ropl1et1 1_ the _satlYe, 1Mt .tatea ,lift, tM ala ... oa tile ..... 

plmitntloB we. pt1'ldtte4 to ,1. up ... .cattea "7 oo1lld wi .... 

foar of be1D8 JlDle.... .. olle bethe •• _ ...... ,taGh ,-. ..,... 

thing. 

In reeord,. to Nl1Clon. "AUS n •• " eatd thet .. ala,.. 

:-!Pl'O not told 8bou.t he.WIl. ther .... '014 to h_r 'Jad1- ... ~ .. 

nlatroeeee 04 ot the ct_'ioa whleh aalte4 ttl_ m 4lMb.u_. 

Afte1' a1sY81'1 ,be au.. ~ ....... GI ........ DeJJI 

f7'O\'r into ...... a aa4 at an earlF all ........ oaJ.eIt .... 'OJ' ,.... 

r.'le hod two ch114N1le After the. 4 .. th ot Be., about tIft .. "-....... 

It :~m; n.ss" __ to )'oft Place. I'l.z.t.aa. 1Id~............. ~ 
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~~la "10 IJlMrI'l
lJ.1're4 ~eU 
:;:'itusville. ~r14& 

; .. 

LoDn1 Hi17ard" bmug1it bert. ftialnt.Ut whe. 1M •• ftIi14ea~ • 

'1~4lic ot bYFJ)J18 ilaJe. (I' 

Taylor G1lbm 1IU bo.l'B 1ft Sbe1.1M.. o..gta, '1 ,... ••• 

of a oolored _ther 8Jl4 a white A'ltHr, "1Ih1oh S • .,. I _ • 1IIdt ... . 

he adds. Be hrul MVC' b~ k_. to hn'e pea.at tor .. 1t_ ...... . 

in flp1te of the taet tbat he onl4 40 ao wJ.tbo'" d.ectSoa. Dnl4 

FeW2J1son bc)ue!* 1 .. " OlD'- tlea 0.. OilbRt ... hulMUIll tor aaur. 
Taylor's trOther. aat.lJ' .. IWII ohla.a. •• "y a whiM .... :r.ra ... 

and luy14r, am sew. bV 1aotti ••• ~ .t ft. Cl.lba7 r~ 

"lettie, ne-. aJ3dt.:md.. !we of "'8 oh1l1ren .... _ ..... 01 

'cihilB the others ..... oW", '0 .. oa the plaatdlo.. aaur. tM· 

" 
iOt!~e!", '/':'a..'1 the ooot and w .. lll.man ~hilt 1actb was the bUtler. 

Gilbert. • lJtO<1 81ze4 lad when wTtll"'J .. at Its belg1lt, 

:'oc'\lla ~v1d~ the oruellaah1np aDd other pUJdab""" ... 14 .'" • 

ll"~"''''H'' '>Tho diBObeyCt their llI8.I.ita? or dtemptul4 to rua s..,.. It .. 

':"1'" :"l.t~·tor'1 or aU\VAfj who wished to BJ from 01'18 plmtat1a to df't;her 

t'l !~;·.:~·Y paSBeS in ca. the7'".re ..... all IUp8CSte4 • ....,. ........ 

~:l,>:rtl:l slLtves would ddt wt .. ~t fit p •••• aDI .. ~t 

~~n;~ F~~lffArec1 aeftre .nurs.... Gttea tlw .... f ,,. .:Ia ... , _In 

"'''111': co "lllggw ~1'" aU .tId ...... , .,.. -.rder w. teo __ 1-

~)l~?h:" them ~to c2G to ala.". cS\BlI' 111 tboat pd.... 'JIle.7 ~~ltl .. 
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SlaT' latent_ 
;.lmd raft'll 11 
T1t~'t'111 •• nod&. 

/ 

to e~p. 

Gf.l.beft .... , r. n ..... __ .... ft ........ he 

ok!. that it was..,. ree.re ... un tile ....,..".t ...... aft .. 

elevery, he became e. ·t811a' .bloh occupation he d111 P1U"Mlea. III 

nBl'r1ed once 1:Qt .... 'ld.te _, to lIMa •• 8'!'O\UIl with ........ J 

sont her boa to he mnher." Be.an be teUII III -_, 1'lo1'l4a, ... 

he my be ._ 4 a1.1V bebbl1lt8 aroUDI .a hill.... ") 
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Patienoe campbell, blind for 26 years, wa& born in 

Jackson County, near Marianna, Florida about 1883, on a fa~ 

of George Bullook. Her mother Tempy, belonged to Bullock, while 

her father Arnold Merritt, belonged to Edward Merritt, a large 

planta.tion owner. According to Patience, her mother's owner was 

very kind, her 'father's very cruel. Bullook had very few slaves, 

but Merritt had a great many of them, not a few of whom he sold 

at the slave markets. 

Patienoe spent most of her time playing in the sand w~en 

she was a ohild, while her parents toiled in tHe fields for their, 

:ceGpeotive owners. Her grandparents on her mother's side belonged 

to Bullock, but of her father's people she knew .nothing as "they 

di~.tt come to this country." When asked where they lived,she re

plied "in South Carolina." 

Since she lived with 'her mother, Patienoe fared muoh 

-o8tter than had she lived with her father. Her main foods inoluded 

J: cate, greens, rice, oorn bread whioh was replaced by biscu~ts on 

Sund.ay morning. Coffee was made from parched corn or mea.l and was 

tte c~ief drink. The food was cooked in large iron pote and pans in 
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an open fireplace and seasoned with salt obtained by evaporating 

sea wa.ter. 

water for all purp.oses was dra.wn from a well. In 

order to get soap to wash with, the oook would save all the grease 
·f ' 

left from the cooking. Lye was obtained by mixing oak ashes with 

water and allowing them to deoay~ TUbs were made from large barrels. 

When she was about seven or eight, Patience assisted 

other children about her age and older in pioking out oott'on seeds 

from the picked cotton. After the 'btton was weighed on improved 

scalee, it was bound in bags made of hemp. 

Spinning and weaving were taught Patience when she 

was about ten. Although the oloth and thread were dyed various 

Colors, she knows only how blue was obtained by a.llowing the indigo 

plant to rot in water and straining the result. 

Patience's father was not only a oapable field worker 

but also a finished shoemaker. After tanning and ouring his hides 

by plaCing them in water with oak bark for several days and. then ep 

poein[ them to the sun to dry, he would out out the uppers and the 

soles after measuring the foot to be shod. There would be an inside 

ijole as well as an outside sole taoked together by means of small 

".;acke made of maple wood. Sewing was done on the shoes by means of 

fL.x thread. 

\ 

Patience remembers saving the feathers from all the 

fowl to nlake feather beds. She doesn' t remember when women stopped 
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wearing hoops in their skirts nor when bed springs replaoed 

60 

bed ropes. She does remember, however,' that these things were u_d. 
\ , 

She eaw her first windmill about 36 years ago, ten years before 

she went blind. ahe remembers seeing buggies' dUring slaverY time, 

11 ttle light oarriages, some with two 'wheels and some .i th four. 

She never heard of any money oalled ·shin-plasters,· and she be

oame money r·oonso1ous during the war when Confederate ourrency was 

introduoed. When the slaves were siok, they were given castor Oil, 

turpentine and medioines made' from various. roots and herbs. 

Patienoe's master joined the oonfede~aoy, but her 

father's master did not.~lthOugh .Negroes' oould enlist in the · 
1--

Southern army if they desired~} none of them wished to do so but . 
• ..J . . 

preferred to join northern foroes· and fight for the thing they de-

sired moet, freedom. When freedom was no longer a dream, but a re

alljy, the Merri tt:1l started life on their own as farmer~. Twelve:'" 
I 

year old Patienoe entered one of'the schools e.stabliehed by the 

Freedmen's Bureau. She reoalls the gradual growth of Negro settle-
• 

mente, the ohurohes and the rise and tall of the Negroes politically., 
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•. :1 

!he life of Florida Clayton 1s interesting in that 

it illustrates the misoegenation prevalent during the days of . 

slavery. Interesting also 18 the faot that Flor1dawas not a 

slave even though she was a produot of those turbulent days. 

62 

Ma.ny yea.rs before her birth- Maroh" 1, 185'- Flor1.~ 8 great 

grandfather, a white man, came to Tallahassee, Florida from 

Washington, Distriot of Oolumbia, with his ohildren whom he had . 

by his Negro slave. On ooming to Florida, he set all of hie ohild-

ren free exoept one boy, Amos, who was sold to a Kajor Ward. FOr 

what reason this was dons, no one knew. Florida, named for the state 

in whioh shs was born, was one of seven ohildren bo.m to Charlotte 

1Iiorl'is(colored) whose father was a white man -and J)a.y1d Cla.yton(whi te). 
) 

Florida, in a retrogressive mood, oan reoall the 'nigger 

lUnters" and ·nigger stealers· of her ohildhood days. Ir. Nimrod and 

Mr. Shehee, both white, speoialized in oatohing runaway slaves with 

t:l\~il' tra1ned bloodhounds. Her parents alwa.ys warned her and her 

brothal's and sisters to go in 8omeone's yard whenever they sa~ theae 

men with, their dogs lest the ferooiou8 ant.als tear thea to p1eo~s • . 
~ 1'1 regards to the 'nigger stealers,' Florida tSlbot a ooyend wageD 
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whioh used to oome to Ta.llahassee at regu.l.a.r intervals and 

oamp in some seoluded spot. The ohildren, attraoted by the 

'" 

old wagon, would be eager to go near it, but they were always 

told that -Dry Head and Bloody Bones,- a ghost who didn't like 

children, was in that wagon. It was not until later years that • 

Florida and the other ohildren learned that the driver of the 

wagon was a -nigger stealer- who stole children and took them 

to Georgia to sell at the slave markets. 

When she was 11 years old, Florida saw the 

surrender of Tallahassee to the Yankees. rhree years later she 

came to Jacksonville to live with her sister. She married but 1s 

now divorced after 12 years ot marriage. 

63 

Three years ago she entered the Old Folks Home 

at 1627 Franklin Street to live. 



Y!DE::~,AL WRI TEES PROJECT 
American' Guioe (Negro l;Vriters' Unit) 

Jacks,)n-:;ille, Florida 

R2chel A'J.stin, 
?ield Worker 
Oo:'~lete 

Slave Interview 
November '20,1936 

1 PersoD21 Interview with Florida Olayton, 
1627 Fr8.,nklin Street, Jacksonville, Florida . 

• 

64 



.-,. . 

Viola B. Muse 
Field 'Worker 
Complete 
1,888 Words 
8 Pae-es 

r. 

FEDERAL WRITtRS 1 PROJECT 
American Guide, (Negro writers' Unit) 

. Ja.cksonville, Florida 

Slave Interview 
Deoember3, 1936 

BFatherft Charles Coates 

, 65 
.~ .. 

Father Charles Coates, as he is called by all who 

know him, was born a slave, 108 years ago at Riohmond, Virginia, 

on the plantation of a man named L'Angle. His early boyhood 

days was spent on the 1 t Angle place filled with duties suoh 

as minding hogs, cows, bringing in wood and such light work. 

His wearing apparel consisted of one garment, a shirt ma.de to 

reach below the knees and with three-quarter sleeves. He wore 

no shoes until he was a man past ao years of age. 

Th3 single garment was worB summer and winter alike 

and the change in the weather did not oause an 8xtra amount 

of clothes to be furnished for the slaves. They were required 

to n.ove about so fast at work that the 'heat from' the body was 

Sufficient to keep them warm. 

When Charles was still a young man Mr. L tAngle sold ., , 
on time payment to W;B~ Hall; who several years before the 

Civil ;'Jar moved from Riohmond to Washington County, Georgia, 

Carrying 135 grown slaves and many ohildren. Mr. Hall made 

Cnurles his carriage driver, which kep,t him from hard labor. 

O::ler slaves on ,the pla~tation performed suoh duties as rail 
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splitting, digging up trees by the roots and other hard work. 

Charles coates remembers vividly the oruelties 

praoticed on the Hall plantation. His duty was to see that all 

the slaves reported to work on time. The bell was rung at 5:30 
r" a .m. by one of the ~laves~_\ Charles had the ringing of the bell 

for three years; this was in addition to the oarriage driving. 
" 

He tells with laughter how. the slaves would "grab a piece of 
meat and bread and run to the fieldh as no time was allowed to 

sit and eat breakfast. This ~s a very different way from that 

of the master he had before, as Mr. LtAngle was.muoh better to 

his slaves. 

Mr. Hall ~as different in many ways from Mr. 

Lt~n~le, "He was always pretending" sa.ys Charles that he did 

not want his slaves beaten unmeroifully. Charles being close 

66 

to Mr. Hall during work hours had opportuni ty to see and hear 

much about what was going on at the plantation. And he believes 

that Mr. Hall knew just how the overseer dealt with the slaves. 

On the Hall plantation the~e was a oontraption, similar 

to 11 a ga ows, where the slaves were suspended and whipped. At the 

top of this device were blooks of wood wi th ohains run through 

:.01e8 and high enough that a slave when tied to the ohains by his 
~, 

fingers would barely touoh the ground with his toes. This was done 

so that the slave could not shout or twist his body while being 

whipped. The whipping was prolinged until the body of the slave 
w~ , 

was covered wi th W'8:e1pS and blood. triokled down his naked body. 
• 
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Women were treated in the same manner, and a pregnant. woman 

received no more lenienoy than did a man. Very often after a 

severe flogging a slave's body was treated to a bath of water 

containi~lg salt and pepper so that the pain would be more lasting 

and aggravated. The whipping was done with stioks and a whip 

called the "cat 0' nine tails,· meaning evexy lick meant nine. 

The "cat 0' nine tails" was a whip of nine s~raps attached to a 

stick; the straps were perforated so that everywhere the hole in 

the strap fell on the flesh a blister was left. 

The treatment given by the overseer was very 

terrifying. He' relates how a slave was put in a room and looked 

up fox two and,three days at a time without water or food, beoause 

the overseer thought he hadn't done enough work in a given time. 

Another offense whioh·brought forth severe punish

ment was that of orossing the road to another plantation. A whiP. 

ping was given and very often a slave was put on starvation for 

a few days. 
I 

One priv).lege given sla.ves on the plantation was 

appreciated by all and that was the opportunity to hear tile word 

of GOd. The white people gathered in log and sometimes frame 

cf:.urchee and the slaves were permitted to sit about the ohuroh 
v t 
.ard On wagons and on the ground and listem. to the preaohing. When 

the ale.ves wanted to hold ohuroh they had to get speoial permission 

fron: the fuaster, and at that time a slave hut was used. A white 

preacher was called in and he would prea.oh to ·them ~ot to steal, 
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lie or run away and 'be sure and git all dem weeds outen dat 

68 

corn in de field and your master will think a heap of you." 

Charles does not remember anything else the preacher told them 

about God. They learned more about God when they sat outside ,the 

chpxch waiting to' drive their mastexs and family back home. 

Charles relates an incident of a slave named Samba 
--, 

who thought himself very smart and who courted the favor of the 

master. The neighboring slaves screamed so loudly while being , 

whipped that Sambo told his master that he knew how to make a 

contraption which, if a slave was put into while being whipped 

would prevent him from making a noise. The devioe was made of two 

blocks of wood out to fit the head and could be fastened around 

the neok tightly. When the head was put in~he upper and lower parts 

were olamped together around the neck so, that the slave could not ,~ 

scream. The same effect as choking. The stomach of the victim was 

placed over a barrel which allowed freedom of movement. When the 
I 

lash was administered and the slave wiggled, the barrel moved. 

Now it SO happened t~at sambo was the first to be 

put into,his own invention for a whipping. The overseer applied 

the lash ratherheavilYfand Sambo was compelled to wiggle his body 

to relieve his feelings, In wiggling the barrel under his stomach 

rolled a bit straining Sambo1s neck and breaking it. After Sambo 

died from his neck being broken the master discontinued the use 

of the deVice, as' he saw the loss of property1n the death of slaves. 
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Charles was still a oarriage driver when freedom . 
came. He had opportunity to see and hear many things abbut 

• 
the master's private life. When the news of the advanoe of the 

Union Army oame, Mr •. Hall oarried his money to &. seoluded spot 

and buried it in an iron pot so that the soldiers who were oon

fisoating all the property and money they oould, would not get 

69 

his money. The slave owners were required to notify the slaves 

that they were free so Mr. Hall sent his son Sherard to the oabins 

to notify all the slaves to oome into his presenoe and there he 

had his son to tell them that they were f~The Union soldiers 
.. .-.~ ........ """ 

'" '. '~~ .. ~~ '- .. ~~-.. -

took much of the slave owners' property and gave to the slaves 

telling them th~t if the owners' took the property baok to write 

and tell them about it; the owners only laughed beoause they knew 

the slaves could not read nor write. After the soldiers had gone 

the timid and scared slaves gave up moat of the land; some few 

however, fenced in a bit of land while the soldiers remained in 

the vioinity and they managed to keep a little of the land. 

Many of the slaves reuained with the owners. There 

they worked for small monthly wages and took whatever was left of 

oast off olothing and food and whatever the ·old missus· gave them. 

A pair of old pants of the maste: was highly prized by them. 

Oharles Ooates was glad to be free. He had been well 

·taken oare of and looked younger than 37 years of age at. the olose 

of slavery. He had not been married; had been put upon the blook 

twioe to be sold after belonging to Mr. Hall. Each t~e he was 
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offered for sale, his master wanted sO'muoh for him, and·re

fusing to sell him on time payments, he was always left on 

his master's hands. His master said "being tall, healthy and 

robust, he was well worth muoh money,-

70 · 

After slavery, Ohar~s was rated as a good worker. 

He at onoe began working and saving his money and in a short 

time he had aooumulated "around $aoo." 
The first sight of a certain young woman oaused 

. I 

him to fall in love. He says the love was mututal and after 

a oourtsh;t,p of three weeks they were married. '!'he girl's mother 

told Charles that she had always been- -very fra.iJ., b1l't he did not 

know that she had consumption, Within three days, after they were 

married she died and her death oaused much grie~fOr Charles. 

He was reluotant to bury her and wanted to oontinue 

to stand and look ~t ner faoe. A white dootor and a sohool teacher 

whose names he does not remember, told him to put his wife's 

body in aloohol tp preserve it and he oould look at it all the ' 

time. At that time white people w~~o had plenty of mpney and wanted 

to see the faoes of their deoeased used this method. 

A glass oasket was used and the dressed body of the 

deoeased was plaoed in aloohol inside the oasket. Another oasket 

made of wood held the glass oasket and the whole was plaoed in a 

vault made of stone or briok. The walls of the vault were left 

about four feet above the ground and a window and ledge were 
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plaoed in front, so when the casket was plaoed inside of the 

vault the bereaved co old lean upon the ledge and look in at 

the faoe of the deoeased. The wooden oasket was provided with 

a glass top part of the way so that the faoe could easily be 

seen •. 

Although the process of preserving the body in 
.. 

aloohol oost $160, Charles did not regret the expense saying, 
. 

81 ~d plenty of money at that time. R 

After the death of his wife, Charles left with 

71 

. -
his mother and father, Henrietta and Spenoer Coates and went ~ 

Savannah, Georgia. He said they were so glad to go, that they 
-

walked to within 30 miles of Savannah, when they. sa,. a man driving 

a ho~se and wagon who pioked them up and oarried them into Sa

vannah. It was in that oity that he met .'s present wife, Irene, 

and they were married about 1876. 

There are nine grandchildren and· eight great~grand

children living and in Maroh of 1936, when a party was given in 

honor of Father Coates' lOath birthday, one of each of the four 

generations of his family were present. 

The party was given at the Clara White Mission, 615 

West Ashley street by Ertha M~M~ White. Father Coates and his 

wife were very muoh honored and eaoh spoke encouraging words to 
{I 

those present. On the oocasion he said that the oause for his 

long life was due to 

to bed early and not 

living close to nature, rising early, going 

dis~pating in any waY.~Hsoan.shout.(jumPing 
~? .. .;"'. ". 
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about a foot and a half from the floor and knocking his heels 

together.) He does chores about his yardj looks years younger 

than he really is and enjoys good health. His hair is partly 

white; his memory very good and his chief delieght is talking 

about God and hie goodness. He has preached the gospel in'his 

humble way for a. number of years~ thereby gaining the name of 

"Father n coates. 
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Immediately after slavery in the United states, ~he 

southern white people found themselves without servants. Women 

who were aooustomed to having a nurse, maid, oook and laundress 

found themselves without suffioient money ,to pay wages to all 

these. There was a great amount of work to de done and the treat 

problem oonfronting married women who had not been taught to work 

and who thought it beneath their standing to soil their hands, 

found it very diffioult. 

There were on the other hand many Negro women who 

needed work and young girls who needed guidanoe and trAining. 

The lao.e anQ guiance Of tAs a.r1atoora.i10 white 

people offered the best opportunity for the dependent un-sohooled 

freed womenj and it was in this kind of home that. the ex-slave 

ohild of this story was reared. 

Irene Coates of 2015 Windle street, Ja.oksonville, 

Florida, was born in Georgia about 1859. She was olose to six 
• years of age when freedom was deola.red. 

She was one among the many Negro ohildXen who had 

the adva.ntage of living under the direot supervision of kind whites 
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and reoeiving the oare whioh oould only be exoelled by an ed

uoated mother. 
/ 

Jimmie and Lou Bedell were the names of the man -
a.nd wife who saw the n~ed of having a Negro girl oome into 

their home as one in the family and at the same time be assured 

of a good andeffioientservant in years to oome. 

When lrene was"ii,old enough, she beoame the nU.;J~e 

of the Bedell baby and when the family left Savannah, Georgia 

to oome to Jaoksonville, they brought Irene with them. 

Although Irene was just about six years old whe~ 

the Civil War ended, she has vivid reoolleotion of happenings 

during slavery. Someo! the inoidents whioh happened were told 

her by her slave assooiates after slavery ended and some of them 

she remembers herself • 
. 

Two inoidents whioh she oonsiders oaused respeot for ' 

slaves by their masters and finally the Emanoipation by Abraham 

Linooln she tells in this order. 

The first event tells' of a young, strong healthy 

Negro woman 'who knew her w07k and did it well. 1 She would ~ab 

up two bags of guana,(fertilizer) and t,ots 'em at one time," said 
4 

Irene, and was never found shirking her work. The overseer on the 

plantation, was very hard on the slav~s and praotioed striking 

them across the baok with a whip when he wanted to spur them on 

to do more work. 
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Irene says, one day a. orowd of women were hoeing in 
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the field and the overseer rode along and struok one of the women 

a'ross the baok with the whip, and the one nearest her spoke and 

said that if he ever struok her like that, it would be the day he 
l 

or' she ~uld die. The overseer heard the remark and the first op

portunity he got, he rode by the woman and struok ~er with the 

whip and started to ride on. The woman was hoeing at the time, she 

whirled around, struok t~e overseer on hts head with the hoe, knook-
'1",-, 

ing him from his horse, she then pounoed upon hi, and ohopped his 

head off. She went mad for a few seoonds and prooeeded to ohop and 

mutilate his body; that done to her satisfaotion,'she then killed 

his horse. She then'oalmly went to tell the mas~~r of the murder, 

saying "I've done killed de overseer." the master replied-"no you 

mean to say you've killed the overseer}" she answered yes" and that 

she had killed the horse also. Without heSitating, the master point

ing to one of his small cabins on the plantati9n said- 'You see that 

house over there?" she answered yes- at the same time looking- "Well 

said he, take all your belongings and move into that house and you 

are free from,this day and if the mistress wants you to do anything 

for her, do it if you want to." Irene related with muoh warmth the 

effeot that inoident had upon the future tEeatment of the slaves. 

The other inoident oooured in Virginia. It was UpOll a.n 

oooasion when Mrs. Abraham Linooln was visiting in Riohmond. A woman 

slaveowner had one of her slaves whipped in the presenoe of Mrs. Lin-



Slave Interview 
Viola. B. Muse 
Jaoksonville l Florida 

page 4 
FEO 

ooln.It was ea.sily notioed that the woman was a.n expeotant 

mother. Mrs •. Linooln was gorrified at the situation and e~ressed 

herself as being so~ saying that she ~s going to tell the Pr~s

ident as soon as she returned to the white House~ Whether this 

inoident had any bearing upon Mr. Linooln's aotions or not, those 

slaves who were present and Irene says that they all believed it 

to be the beginning of the President's aotivities to end slavery. 

Besides these inoidentsl Irene remembers that women 

who were not strong and robust were given suoh work as sew1ng~ 

weaving and minding babies. The oloth from whioh the Sunday olothes 

of ~he slaves was made was oalled ausen~K .• nd the elave women 
I, 

were very proud of this. The older women .ere.re~uired to do most 

of the weaving of oloth and making shirts for the male slaves. 

Whe n an old woman who had been siok, regained her 

strength, she was sent to the fields the same as the yeunger ones. 

The ones who oould oook and tiokle the palates of her mistress and 

master were highly prized and were seldon if ever offered for sale 

at the auotion blook. 

The slaves were given fat meat and bread made of 

husk of oorn and wheat. This oaused them to steal foo.d and when 

oaught they were severely whipped. 

Irene reoalls the praotioe of blowing a horn whenever 

a sudden ra.in oame. The overseer had a oertain Negro to blow ~hree 

times and if shelter oould be found, the' sla.ves were expeoted to 
seek it until the rain oeased. 

'. 
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The master had sheds built a.t intervals on the'pla.ntation. 

These aooomod.a.ted a goodly number; if no shed was availa.ble the 

slaves stood under trees. If neither was handy and the slaves 

got wet, they oould not $0 to the oabins to ohange olothes for 

fea.r of losing time from work. This was often t~e oase; she says 

that slaves were more negle9ted thaI' the cattle: 

Another oustom whioh 1mpressed the ohild-mind of Irene 

was the tieing of slaves by their thmmbs to a tree 11mb a.nd whipping 

them. Women and young girls were treated the same as were men. 

After the Bedelle took Irene to live in their home they 

traveled a deal. After bringing her to Jaoksonville, when Jaokson

ville was only a small port, they then went'to Camden County, Georgia. 

Irene ma.rried while in Georgia and oame baok to Jaoksonville 

with her husband Charles, the year of the earthquake at Charleston, 

South Carolina, about 1888. 

Irene and Charles Coates have lived in Jaoksonville sinoe that 

time. She relates ma.ny tales of happenings during the time that this 

oity grew from a town of about four aores to its present status. 

Irene is the mother of five ohildren. She has nine grand

ohildren and eight great-grandohildren •. Her health is fair, but her 

eyesight is poor. It is her delight to entertain visitors and is 

oonversant upon matterspertainlng to slavery and reoonstruotion 

days. 
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Inte-rest1ng tales ot the o..~:;.1 that. 08IICt ,to the 

seot1on of Florida that ,18 91 tuated along the Putnam-OlN' , ' 

County lines are told by Nel1 Coker. old tonner slave WM 

lives two miles south ot MORtie" on the road Grandin. 

Coker 1s the son of a ala .. mct.bt'r !\nd a halt .. tfegJ'O. 

Fie father, he states, WBsSenator John Wall. who -held &. .eat 

in \the' SenrJ. te for sixteen yeer&. 
r 

He.as . born in Virginia. 11M' 
, -

na!l'fe 1n thnt stnte. IHe'ws,a born, as ne't.l.rly ,as he aan reaMber, 
j 

a~ut 1857. 

One of Coker' e flrat reminiscences is of the road 

oJ.) v,i'11oh he still l1ves. P;l.rln'! h1s ml1dhood it was kliown , 

tl'S the,' Be·llamy Road,· so o:l;ll-edbecuaae 1 t wai bu.ll t.,oomt 
, 

;,132 lpar'e ego, l:u n ~q,n ot thn 1:. name who he.11ed from 'est . 
, ' 

26708 
" .• -;.J-; 
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traff.10 between Talla..11assf-:e and St. Augustine'. (Intere8t.

ingly enough, the road 1s at least 30 miles southwest ot 

St. Augustine where 1 t paesr's through Grandin; tbe rea.on 

for outting it in Buoll.a w1de o1role. Coker says was because 
/ 

ot theteroolty ot the Seminoles 1n the swamp~ north and weat 

oi' St. August1ne. 

Waeons, oar-riages t:mi" stages pnssed along thic road 

in the days before the War Between the States, Coker 1~8 •. 
. 

In add! tion to these he olaims to htwe seen many travellers 

by foot, and not infrequently furtl ve 'escf:1ped elr:,ves, the 

latter·usually under oover of an; appropriate baokground ot 

darl:ness. 

The road again cnme into cons1derable use dur1ng 

U1e late dnys of the ''{s,r. It was durinc these days that tJle 

. r"l(;( er:-l.l troops, both \fr~l tee and Negroes,' passe( 1n seemingly 

endless prooession on their'way to or from enoounters. On one 

occasi·!!1 the former slave reoounts flp,vlng seen a procession ot 

soldif:rs that took. nearly two days to pr.ss; they travelled on 
f 

horse nnd atoot. 

Several amusinc incidents are related by the ex

slave ot the events ot this period. Dozens of the Nef':7'O 

o(:\L~1fTs. he says, dlSCel.rded their un1forms for the gnudier 
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oloihlng thu t had. belonged to their maeter. 1'b tome!' ~I. 

and oould be 1dentified IlS 801Mere 9.. -t.he;r pBsled only .,ltA 

dlttloul~. other. would pause on th~1r tr1p nt some plantation, 

asoertain the name of the 'meanest.' over.eel' on the place, . . 

then tie him bnokw~ on a,horse and toroe h~m to nooornp~ 

them. Part.loularly retrlbutl va .ere the punlshments vial tp,d . 

upon l~essr8. Mt.,ys and Prevatt - General17 reooglnzed fl.8 the 

frost vioious el,~ve dr1.~r. of the aection. 

Bellamy, Coker say. btl 11 t . the road 1f1 tb alave' labOr 

nnd ,~, a an invGstment.· realizing mu.Qh money on tolle on 1 t tor 

many years. It. reinarkablc tetlture of the road 18 tha\ df)splt. 

ita 'age tlnd the tact that Ocunty authorit1es have yarmltted ita 

former f:~ood grf\(l1nG to det.eri$rate \0 an almoet-lmpassf:tole aanl, 

nt aoraseaso!'s,' th~re 1s n" mlst.rJt1ng the tfl',ct tb.nt this wn. 

onoe a major. thoroughtar&. 

The region that stretohes from rreen Oove Sprlngs 

in the 'f.lortheAet tp Grand1'n in the southwest, the tomer .lav. 

olalm., was once dotted w1th lakes t creekl, and e.en a rl.er; 

few of the lnkes and none Qf the other bod1es 8~111 .xl., .. 
however. 

A.nwns the more notable of the bo41e. ot· we. tar ft. a 

8 tream - be do.. not' now remember 1 ts name.. tht\ t ran for abat t 
" . 

20 miles in an easterly d1reotlon trom Starke., rue atre&m _. 

one ot the fns,we' that. the former alP.v. can rea_HI' haV1ng -.een, 
.... '/ -

, 

in Florlt1at 1 te power was utl111ed tor the turnl. ot a power 
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. Bd.11 .bloh be bt11.... troantl eom or' ,oth... 6ftln. 'lhe 
'-' 

talls ~ the ·rS..p.r tbll.t. turned the nt.er m111. h. atatAl ••• 

at l.aet tl •• or 81. f •• t. hlP. and at one point Uflder tb. 'all. 
~ . 

a man named (or PO •• l\b1I' nt ...... , -I'ankee' operated a ..... 

mlll. Ooker beU.yes Uln t tJ111 m1ll.. too" den ved 1 tt potrer 

trom the little I't;reaa. H. 1a1'8 that, the .t.ream haa Meft 

extinot alnoe he- "aohed manho04~ It ended 1n tSol'\lb ilOnd.'· . 
-

beyond Grandin ,and 9tatk.~ 

Some ot t.he nnme. ot the old lake. of, the •• oUon 

were these. 'Brooklyn 14ke; Magnol1a latta SOld1er POM (near' . . 
1{eystone) I Hal.t .. r~()ft Pond, near 'f'u\naift Ha;l.l.; Hle-. Lat.- ... 
others. On one 0'1 them \m,S tho l.arSe grilt 11111 otDp. Mo0r&7J 

I 

Ooket' sue;ges~1 that, trl11s .1gbt be- the' orisin of t,Ji- 'tow ot _Rat 
,. \ I • 

of t.18 present perl04. 

To add to ita Mtunl \Plater taol11tlee, 90ker pOtn'. 
. , , 

out, Drt7-dtord CountJ allO had a oo~. 'ft11e ~ana1 ran- f?om th. 

in terlor of· the oounty to the it. iQhft' ~ River neRr nNen 00.". , 

SpringS, nnd w1 th ltan4al'ln on the oth&r aide ot the ·river .,Ul1 
, ." , 

j • ',., 

tlmajor ahlp!,lng palrit.. the' onnoJ. handled JJ)Uoh ot the co ... ". 

ot Bradford end Olay Counties. 

" .,. ~ 

Co~er reoalls -v1Vldl.1 the Indians of tile area. in the 

days betore 18'0. tho •• , be Olaims to have bMn b'lend11. bUt.· 

reserved. tellfta. h, dOes not reo$l-l ah7 'ot the .%n41aa.,".'" 
• 

Negro .i~vt.trom the nglon 8l'Quft4 1\. AQguet,lne 
~ -'.' 

and wl'1at 1s. now Ha.Un&. u .... \0 ."ape t»\f1 u.. ~11aJ'. fto&4 . 

on the1r., to ·\lae ....... t ...... ti. l' ~ ~._ 

I • ':~: . ;-'.', . 

, 

, . 

I . 
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equ1 valent to ~::roedom to r ;:'·.!,J'IIIh +vh!.~1', s('ot,io'-' '.-, ... t...t..... #"'".!,o ",. .,.' _ """ with ltl 1'rlendlt 

Ind tons and :t.mpenetrn. rile .forests ace EH:1H.m7"S. 

Tho 11 ttle town oi' LclI'oSC ~.,robably had the moat 

'unusual no,me of n11 the a trn.r~n;e ones prevn.le~t a. t th(~ time. It 

Colter r:m.ltea no e::;.'tort to 
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rOUIl6 WIn.ton Davie .tates Vult he 8. bQm Ut 
. . ' 

OZHrk.Alabama,June Z8. 1855 00' th.p1antatlon ~t Obarle. 

Davia who owned Ilbou t .seyell huftdr.d alnves and: D_ OOnlld&~.d t 

I 

1ery wealthy. Kindness.and cona1d.&t'atlonfor hi. ,laves .... 
! 1 - • 

them lovo him. 

Reverend Darta J,t).$ rat.heryouM 4ttr1ng hi. years 1n 

slavery but when he was asked (to tell'somethlns about, thedq8 
, , . 

ot slavery, reJ')lled. "I re-member many t..'lings abqUt .1avel7. 
. ~ . 

rut know they rill not coma to .'ftO'tfJ an:rwat. Itl1 tell lIhI,\· 

I can th1nk or. it 

He tells- 01: tJ1C use of iron pOts. fireplaces ,,1 th rOd. 

UG€t\ to· hold the pots aoove the tlru tor 000l1ng peas. 1'10', 

vee,etaoles. meats. _to.: 'the hoM-me.4eoottee from meal, tprilll, 
, I . 

, , 

nnd "~ll _ ter. ,1;Ann,lng cftM.tle ter 'leather, aplruitng of" ,thi'M4 ' 

from ~ottor! and the ..... v1ns locae.·· 

••• ." ft' flO' 41ft",,, •• ,-"e .tate_.' .... '\be"""_" 
, " " 'j' " 

. of menandWOllenf._OI1t, .., pareftte~: • ., .,. ... .,. 

414 'some .,6b$ that. ":~d \h,l ..... _.,t.~_;.~, . 
" :. • i-, . "-. ' '. -: ,:, '-,.' ',> -' C:.', ,'. - - '.., . 
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my mot.bwh.lpe4 bUll4 a railroad betore abe wu 1IaI'I'le4 to 

my ta't.her. My mOther's flrat" h~ blncl.. .014 awq from heI1 
, \ 

shUOkS. some ot the mll.etere dldn' ~ oare how the,. treated hue-

. bmda. wl ... ,parents an(l children, fil\1 of them m1e)lt b8 .~ 
\ ,I 

ted trom the other. A good prlce tor a 'n1gg .... __ &lfSOO on 

down tUld. 1~ one WllS what .$8 olllled A stallion (h&a1tby). Able 

to get plenty ch1.ldren he would bring about, 152500. 

-The, had what wa. oalled' lesa1.monel - 1414 hay. 

some of 1 t tot· suess 1 t was turned ~.n 1 10lt lD,J hoo.. by tire 

ato.~ years ago. 

-Now t my •• ter had tbNe bo1'8'atld two &1rl8; . hi. 
• I 

i . 

wife. nlsabeth,wala. tout like the or41nal71 tailIUS, U.at.er 

na.!1a was good, but pO$1 t1.,8; he dldn't allOW' otller whltes to 
- . 

ftWhen thewRr oame, hie two boya l went firat., f1na~17 
" . 

lfneter navi. ".nt, be and one IO'rtneyer retul'nt4. 

"The Yankees killed 00'1'8, etc., a8 t.b.ey went along 00\ 

did not deat.roYf\ny property 'r,>und where I was. 

'We h~,d preft.ohera t.'\nd dootore, but no schoolsl tlle 1fhl te ~ ;,\ 

prenchere told us t.o J'bey t'lM -"ouldread the 131 ble ( which we' could'···· 

not understand) nnd tolt1 us noll to ·stenl 8€.1;.t::S. Moa' of th'e doo~ ,. . . . ' 
used herbe from Ule -O<?d' nnd 'Aunt Janel and -Uncle Bobtl .... 

JU10wn tor" ua1ng ·~ont 8 SMke Boo'. "!)..u' a .'-atrtris". 'or 
stomaOh trouble • . BId· 'l"";'lM4 MyrU,' torteYf' .... I.tha" .. $004. nOW, 

ch11e,· 1f 3"OU .. .' ,'-
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, 

-The • nl£s'.· tl1cln" hay. a ohaftOe to sl' 1ft pOll \iN 

d~ing 81avel7. taatatt.er banolpaUon.hewent ll1medlat-ely into 

the Yler;ubllcan )JarvI a few Into the Democra t'10 Par\Y'; th .... 
, I 

. wel"e mBJ11 other part.lea, ~ too~ 

·T~e ntl1sions were l'ethodle' ~nd Hap'l", my Meter' I 

WH·a j~€-lpt18t e.n4 that1• 'what I am; we oou14 at.', .• nd 'enuroh bUt. 

dare not try t.o Eat allf eduoatlon, 'lees ~e punlshed with atrapa. 

• There at'e' many thine. fJ I remeinber just like. 1 t ft8: 

yeaterday - the general ~n1shrnent was with strap ... Borne 'ot ·the 
I 

~, ' \ 

alnvee suttered terribly on . the ple.nt8.tlons, it. t..'1e, Mater was 
I 

poor Pc n8, had t e. sl!itv61 he .as mean .. the more "81 thy or 110ft, 

tilnves )U; hAd, the better he Was. In 8~ '04N8 it _. tJM' . 
•. 4 . '. 

general law that' made 80me ot the maeters as the,. .ere; '48. th.e .. 
. ~ 

In. required them to he ve' nnov~rse.r or foreman (he ._ oalle4 
\ , , . 

"bose mann) by the 'n1ggera'an4 u~iy cwiJe rrom the lowerOf' 

poorer clAsses of .hi te.,; he 41411' t 'Ilks' . • ~~ggIN' usualll', aM 

took authority to do 88 h.e pleased \f1trh them att!.... so. , 
plantations preferred (in(\ did MV. 'nitser rtdeftl'that •• ft, 

I ". . 

neX.t to the Qver'fu?ter or foreman, Wt. they were lilted better than 

the terojrtM ·(j.nd in rMnyinetenoes were treated llke :foremen btl, 
\ . 

the law :would nbt let them be· cnlled ... tonttne1'l. • Some of the 

Lif\sters etood between the tnle'.i:~er r1.clers t and to .... n nnti tom. 

·'I'h.pmlahlaente, 88 I 'said nr" ONfl. __ ma ...... 

woa14 ~ • ., tile' tl,a .. · •. up by' both \bu.ba ,eo tJlut, thelr to •• .s.,., 
, ! . ;: 

. ;/, 
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touohe4 the t~. WomentU\d men. aUke~ Man1 ala,ves tan 

a11a7;' other. were torced b7 ~lr __ n\ to do all .tcl~' 

ot m.ean thlngs. $ome alav.a wou14 d16 4Iep bole. a1~ tJ1e, 

route,ot the "a troller.- and. their hol-e •• 1IOUldtaU in .... -
. , 

·t.ime5 break1ng the leg ot the hOrte, aft or 1" Of theJ'ldWt 

eome alavl!!ta took'tW..wntage ot the proteot-ion thelr_.~ 

"ould five them with tihe overseer or ot.her p].antb.tlon OIfliert. 
,would dO the1r devilment a.n« 'hr' to their •• terawllo 414 .. 

not allow a mM trom, anotb~ .. planta'lon to bother hi. ,.til,,".. ,;~;( 
I h€', ve kn()1Jn pres,nant, women to 60 ten mile., to h,l!) • ... 

, , i 

devilment. '~'" mother wne a vef7 tl,\l"o118 woma," (as ,t tola ~ .. 

helpd ,build a rallroa4). and t.,l' $at aha ocull.hlp &IV' ordl,.., 
, I " :-

mant~ld not get a pulpon unle •• abe telt l1te 1\" 'OruN .... 

caug.ht Q~ another plant8.tlonWlthRt a 'paa8pOn, ahe. ,ha,4'aU .f 

us wi t.h her t made all Of t.he ch11dren 1'Un., ,'tU'.ouldn"" Nn· ·htW. 
c, l 

selt - eo-1\01'I she .• ent upstream. one ·~t~./ ... ts~~. leu 

wris broken n~ abe toid hill ·OO~ a~ ge' ... but .hCt· It;' \llt 
mt:!t8ter allowed. no one to oomeon bl. pla.. \0 punlehht. alAv ••• 

, , t, 

for stOCkS, (lUte hrt,ndou.(te) •. used on lege' and handa. 1J:le 8lave. 

were foroe4 to l«r flat on thel~ baCk. aD4"."Ch~ned dO_to ' 
. . 

the bo!l%'d mAde for t,b.a~purpos.: 1;he,·_ lett \here tot" hOtlJl. 

t:lf.,metlmea ~~. raln and oold; he.'lI1f.:h\ 'hollert and goal) blt 
J,' \ . ~ 

tl.at d1d llOt alU78 get him "lea ..... 

8The ~.e beoame be4l1 ml~ then; some Negro wome~ 
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were l"orced into -a8S0C~.['tion. some were 'be!.\ten almost to creath 

because' they refused. 'rho rJcLrc men Ge,re not bOther or even 

speaJ: to some of their women. 

"In one i'stance an owner of n plantat10n threatoned a 

Nc:"ro ;:"lcler t G s\1(}ctheD.l'"'t; s.1.C told !'; 1m nnd he went oI"Jlnc to this 

orJnor who in turned threatenec1 h1m 8,nd probably <l1d hit .tIle tiOman: 

sLra.lr,ht to hie m::.ster th1s swcet..l:I.enrt want e,nt' whon he' finished 

.~' ,1~ls .tory t !;,ls !1ftster i'TIt:i(:dlately t001t h1s team and drovo to the 

o~, ~{1' plant{\tlon - d.rove so t":st tJl"t one of h1s horses· dropped 

ttA l~ecull(J.r Caoe flas tr.nt of Old Jim who llved on nnothrr 

plnn~t1or. w.:'.!.c left to 100": out tor the tires :~.nc, do otlF'r ctores , 

'~n:', de you j~nO\'l those mon,n clevl1s, ov~rseers ot nearby plantations 

CuT"10 out and ,.ot her clue:. v. deep holo. t'tnd desr1 te her .cries, 
,~ 

b:;,r1ec1::er ~.lp to her ncor: - not",ing Wrl.S left out out her head and . { . 
a1r. i\ crC'wd 0::' younr:. ·n1u'~.er boys' saw it all nnd I Tins one 

, 

ar1or:(' the crowe th' t helred <l1g her out. 

ltCh, thcr-e'2 ::, lotc r:~o;:"e I l~.no"i,'7 but .~uet o[',nt cet 1t 

tlll ~oolc the nnme of D vis from our rnA.Ater. Thprc were th1rteen 

ohildren - I p .. M,. t,.'l.,j& '')''''y on..:. "11ve " , •. _ c ',.'-L '- v". • 

, 

vr. Davia nPI)enrs well preserved tor ; 18 
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I 

moa' of hie "'etb and 1. ·81t.shtl7 ~I '.bl ..... 1 ...... to 
" . 

• be 8004, al1hOU8b he 1e a or1.ppl~ an4 .... • __ tflJr walklns 

alway.; th1e oond1 "1 on ' he ,l.)el1e.,.e. 1. \he na1 t Of an attaok . 
" . 

He 18 a p~.oher ana. hal palt.ond 1ft A1&ltua. Tea. 

I\nd F1.orlda. He hat had. .. 9'8I"a1 ,.tn.rl or ti'alnlng in P1~U. 

sohool',and under ~nl.~_. 

trom ,fay-oroa., Georgia. 

He was married' tor the 11 ... ' '~en4 only' t.ime durln& hi,l 
f '. • . 

aa -year' of life to ·l~. 'Ll~al~ p.~ Browft. RoY.bel' 19, 19 •• 

Th~.r. are no children •. ' He fA-Yea ftC) "aton tor rtma1 nll\g, ',lnsle, 
but h1s re~l8on tor ~1ns •• ' -to give '80~ ladY- the' prtnlep;e 

ana lIeIJ how 1 to feels "to be oaUtd l1uaball4.· "1 
/' 

Ii 

, '. 

.I 

\. 

,a , ' 

" 

'Ii. .', 

'" .... _~.i:<' , 
," : ,":'- . 

~~. ", 'c' , ." 

.... '.! .. : .. ~' .... " •.. :'. l, 
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llOaglas Dorsey 

In South Jacksonville, on the Spring Glen Road lives 
, 

Douglas DOrsey, an ex-slave, born in Suwannee County, Florida 

in 1851, fourteen years prior to f.eedom. His parents Charlie 

and Anna Dorsey were natives of ~aryland and free people. In 

those days, Dorsey relates there were people ,;.;known as "Nigger 

Traders" who used any subterfuge to oatoh Negroes and sell them 

into slavery. Thereawas one Jeff Davis who was knolrIl as a pro

fessional "Nigger Trader,· his slave boa' dooked in the slip 

at Maryland and Jeff Davis and his henohmen went out looking for 

their viotims. Unfortunately, his mother Anna and his father 

were oaught one night and were bound and gagged and taken to 

Jeff Davis· boat whioh was waiting in the harbor, and there they 

were put into stooks. The boat stayed in port until it was load

ed with Negroes, then sailed for Flarida where Davis disposed of 

his human oargo. 

Douglas Dorciey' 8 parents wel'e sold to Colonel 

Louis Katair, who had a large plantation that was oUltivated by 

a5 slaves. Colonel Katair's house was of the pretentious southern 
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South Jacksonville, Florida 

oolonial type whioh was quite prevalent during that perio~ 

The oolonel had won his title beoause of his partioipation 

in the Indian War in Florida. He ,was the typioal wealthy 

southern gentleman, and was very kind to his slaves. His 

wife, however was just the opposite. She was exoeedingly mean 

and'oould easily be termed a tyrant. 

There were several children in the Matair family 

and their home and plantation were located in Suwannee ,County, 

Florida. 
r 

Douglas' parents were assigned to their tasks, his 

mother was house-maid and his father was the meohanio, having 

learned this trade in Maryland as a free man. Charlie and Anna 

had several ohi Idren and Douglas was among them. When he beoame 
r 

• 
large enough he was kept in the Matair home to build fires, as-

sist in serving meals and other chores. 

Mrs. Matair being a very cruel woman, would whip the 

staves hereelf for any misdemeanor. Dorsey reoalls an inoident 

that is hard to obliterate from his mind, it is as follows: 

Dorsey's mother was oalled by Mrs. Matair, not hearing her, she 

oontinued with her duties" suddenly Mrs. Matair burst out in a 

frenzy of anger over the woman not answering. Anna explained 

that she did not hear her oall" thereupon Mrs. Matair seized a 

large butoher knife and struok at Anna, attempting to ward off the 

blow, Anna reoeived a long gash on the arm that laid her up for 
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for some time. Young Douglas was a witness to this brutal 

treatment of his mother and he at that moment made up his mind 

to kill hie mistress. He intended to put stDYchnine that was used 

to kill rats into her coffee that he usually served her. Fortunate

ly freedom oame and saved him of this aot which would have resulted 

in his death. 

He relates another inoident in regard to his mis

trees as follows: To his mother and father was born a little baby 

boy, whose oompleKion was rather light. Mrs. Matair at onoe began 

accusing Colonel Matair as being the father of the child. Naturally 

the oolonel denied, but Mrs. Matair kept harassing him~about it un

til he fina.lly agreed to his wife's desire a.n~ sold the child. It 

was taken from its mother's breaat at the age of eight months and 

a.uctioned off on the first day of January to the highest bidder. 

The child was bought by a Captain Ross and. taken across the Suwannee 

River into Hamilton County. Twenty years later he was located by 

his family, he was a grown man, married and farming. 

Young Douglas had the task each morning of oarrying 

the Matair children's books to school. Willie, a boy of eight would 

teach Douglas what he learned in school, finally Douglas learned 

the alphabet and numbers. In some way Mrs. Ha.tair learned that 

Dou~las was learning to read and write. One morning after breakfast 

she oalled her son Willie to the dining room where she was seated 

and then sent for Douglas to come there too. She then took a quill 

;!;ii!' 
, !' 

'. " 

... 

.~ .. 
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pen the kind used at that time, and began writing the alphabet 

a;-:d numerals as far as ten. Holding the paper up to Douglas, she 

asked him if he knew what they were; he proudly answered in the 

affirmative, not suspecting anything. She then asked him to name 

the letters and numerals, which he did, she then asked him to 
I 

wri te them" which he did. When he reaohed the m.lmber ten, 'r.ery 

proud of his learning, she struok him a heavy blow across the 

face, saying to him "If I ever oatoh you making another figure 

anywhere 1111 out off your right arm." Naturally DOuglas and . 

also her son Willie w~re muoh surprised as each thought what ha.d 

been done was quite an aohievement. She then oalled Mariah, the 

oook to bring a rope and tying the two of them to the old oolonial 

post on the front poroh, she took a ohair and sat between the two, 

whipping them on their naked baoks for suoh a time, that for two 

weeks their olothes stuok to their baoks on the laoerated flesh. 

To ease the soreness, Willie would steal grease from 

the house and together they would slip into the ~n and grease 

eaoh other's baoks. 

As to plantation life, Dorsey said t~1at the slaves 

lived in quarters espeoially built for them on the plantation. 

They 'Jllould leav? for the fields at "sun UP" and remain until "sun

down," stopping only for a meal which they took along with the~.· 

Instead of having an overseer they had wh~t was oalled 

I :. 
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a "d.ri vern by the name of Januray. His duties were to get the 

slaves together in the morning ,and see that they went to the 
I 

97 

fields and assigned them to their tasks. He worked as the other 

slaves, though, he bad more priveliges. He would stop work 
. , 

at any time he pleased and go arQUnd to inspeot the work of the 

others, and thus rest himself. Most of the orders from the master 

were issued to him. The orops oonsisted of ootton, oorn, ,.cane and 

peas, which was raised in abundanoe. 

When the slaves left the fieldsF they returned to 

their oabins and after preparing and eating of their evening 

meal they gathered around a oabin to sing and moan songs seasoned 
'" 

with Afrioan melody. Then to the tune of an' old fiddle they danced 

a. danoe called the "Green Corn Danoe" and "Cut the Pigeon Wing." 

Sometimes the young nen on the plantation would slip away to visit 

a girl on another plantation. If they were oaught by the "Patrols· 

while on these visits they would be lashed on the bare baoks as a 

penalty for this offense. 

A whipping post was used for this purpose. As soon 

as one slave was whipped, he was given the whip to whip his brother 
-

slave. Very often the lashes would bring blood very soon from the 

already lacerated skin, but this did not stop the lashing until one 

had reoeived their due number of lashes. 

Oocasionally the slaves were ordered to ohurch to hear 

... 
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a wh~te minister,they We.l'e seated in the front pews of the 

master's ch~ch, while the whites sat ~n the rear. The minister's 

admonition to them to honor their masters and mistresses~ and 
; 

r· (' 
to have no other God but them, asnwepannot see\the other God, 

,/ ) 

but you oan see your master and mistress." After the services 

the driver's wife who could read and write a little would tell 

them that what the minister said nwas all lies. n 

Douglas says that he will never forget when he was 

a lad 14 years of age, when one evening he was told to go and 

/ tell the driver to have all the slaves come up to'the'house; 

soon the entire host of about 85 slaves were gathered there all 

sitting around on stumps, some standing. The colonel's son was 

Visibly moved as he told them they were free. Saying they could 

go anywhere they wanted to for he had no more to do with them, or 

that they could remain with him and have half of what was raised 

on the plantation. 

The slaves were happy at this news, as they had hardly 

been aware that there had been a war going on. None of them accept

ed t-~e offer of the colonel to relllain, as they were only too glad 

to leaver the oruelties of the Matair plantation, 

Dorsey's father got a job with Judge carraway of su
wannee where he worked for one year. He later homesteaded 40 acres 

of land that he reoeived from the government and began farming. 

" 
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Dorseyts father'd~ed in Suwannee County, Florida when Douglas 

wa.s -a. young ma.n and then he and his mother moved to Arlington, 

Florida. His mother died several years ago at a ripe old a.ge. 

DQUglaa DOrsey, aged but with a. olear mind liges 

with his daughter in Spring Glen • 

. . . . . 

i i ~ 
'" ,~ i 
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~~BR06E DOUGLASS . 

In 1861, when he was 16 "yeare old, Ambrose HillIard 
.. 

Dougl~8s was given a sound beating "by his North Carolina master. 

because he attempted to refuse the mate thRt had been given to him -

with the instructloneto produoe a. healthy boy-child by her -- s.nd 

a 10n£, prgument on the vp,lue of having good, strong, hea.l thy 

children. In 1937, at the age ot 92. Ambrose Douglass weloomed 

Lls "38th child into the world. 

"The near-centennarlan lives nevI' Brooksville, 1n Hernando 

Count;)'. on a run-down farm t!lat be no 10ll£!er attempts to tend now 

thnt most of his 38 children hnvr teeerted the farm for the more 

1uoratl~!e employment of the 01 ties ot the phosphate oamps. 

Doug1a.ss was k,rn tree in Detroi t in 1845. Hie pa.rente 

returned South to visit relatiVes still in slavery, and were soon 

reenslaved themselves, wi th their children, 
t 

Ambrose 1'(;' S one ot 
I 

these. 

For 21 years he remained in slnvery; sometimes a.t the 

planta tlon of hi s original m!': ster 1n Nor~h Carolina, sometime, 

in otl-:er sections !?,fter he had been sold to dIfferent masters. 

ttYs.'::euh, I been sold a lot of times". the old man states. 

"Our !11'-'ster d1dn't bel1eve in keeping a house. a horae or a darky 

q1'ter he hat. 9. chance to mfl.ke some mone y on hi , " Il. Mostly, though, 

26101 



I was sold when'I out up". 

"I was a young man', he continues, "and-didn't sce 

why I should be anybody's slave. I'd run away ev:'ry chance I 

got. Sometimes they near killed me, but mostly they ,1ust sold 

me. I £,ueaa I was pretty husky, at that." 

"They never d1d get the1r money's worth out of me, thou~ 

I worked as long as they stood over met then I ran around with the 

gals or sneaked oft to the 'fIooda. Sometimes they used to put 

dogs on me to get me baok. 

MY/hen they fina.lly sold me to a man up in Suwannee 

County hls na.me wn-s Harris ... - I thought 1 t would be the" end of 

the world. ~Ve had heard ah:mt him all the way up in Virgin1a.. 

They sa1d he bent you. starved you and t1ed you up when you didn't 

work, and k1lled you if you ran away. 

"But I never had a better ma.ster. He never beat me, and 

alwBS6 fed all of us. t Course. we d1d.n t t get too much to eat; 

corn meal, a l1ttle piece of fat meat now a.nd then, oabbages, 

creens, potc-ltoes, F'nd plenty of molasses. nen I worked up at 

'the house' I et just what the mast&r at; sometimes he would give 

it to me his-selt. '¥hen.he didn't, I at it anyway. 

ItHe was so good, and I wns so scared ot him, till I 

didn't ever run away from his plaoe", Ambrose remin1sces; "I 

hnd somebody there that I liked, anyway. When he 1'1nally vent to 

the war Ite sold me bn.Ok to a man in North Carolina, in Hornett 

COilnty. Bu t the warwas near over then; I soon WA.S as tree as I 

-am no,. 
I 



"I guess we musta oelebrated 'Manoipation about twelve 

times in Hornett Coun:ty. '~very time a bunch of No' thern ".jers 

would come through they would tell us we was tree nnd we'd begin 

cele·brat1.nt. Betore we. would get. through somebody else wou14 
, 

tell us togo baotc to work, and we would go. Some of us wanted 

to jine,up with the army, but didn't know who waS goin' to win 

and. dId'n t t tax.e no chanoes. 

"I wa.s 21 when freedom finally came, and that time I 

dldn t t take no chanoes on tern taking it baCk again, I llt out 

for Florida r.~d wound up in Mad1son County. I had a nloe time 

: .. here; I Lot marrIed, bot a plenty of work, and, made me a: 11 tt1e 

money. I fixed houses, built 'em, worked around the yards, and 

did everythIng. My first Qhl~d wa~ already ,born; I'd1dn't know 

there was g61n' to be 37 more, though. I guess 1 would have 

stonpad right there ••••••. 

-1 stayed 1n Mad1son County until they stf:l.rted to work1ng 

con('!~ete rook down here. I hea.rd about it and thought th:lt; would 

be n rood way for me to feed all them two dozen children I had. 

So I CQI!le down this slde. That wae. about 20 .ye[~re ago. 

-1 got married El.galn aft~r I got here; right 800n atter. 

Py wite no','] 1s 30 years old; we alrea.dy had 13 chlldren ta

r.ether". (His wlte 1s a slii.~ht, girlish-looking. woman; she says 

she was 13 when she marrled D'uglass, had her first ch 11d tba t 

yer..r. ;<leven ot her thlrteen are still 11 ving. ) 

" ":oasuh , I aln't long stopped work. 
I 

I worked here 1n 

the phosphate mine until last year, when they· started to paylng , 

.. 
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pensions. I thoug~t I would get on~, but all I got was some 

FWA work, and-this year th~y told me 1: was too old for that. 

I told 'em I wasn't rut 91, but they d1dn't g1ve nothln' else. 

I (.;·uess I'll E,et my pension soon, though. !f!y oldest boy oUJ!,ht 

II to t;et 1 t, too; he· s sixty-f1 va. 

, , 

" 
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ADDRESS: Tampa, Florida 

DATE: December 15, 1938 

SUBJEDT: Folk Stuff, Mama Dtlck 
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l5CC words FOLK STUFF, FLORIDA 
"Mama Du ck " . 
Tampa, Florida ttY, 
May 19, 1937 
Jules A. Frost 

"fIDO is the oldest perso;'l, "ilhite or colored, that you know 

o f in Tampa!" 

"See Mama :i)uck, II the grhi:ling Ner;ro elevator boy told me. "She 

bout a ilUl1nert years old. 1/ 

So do\vil into the "scrub" I went and fo~nd the old woman hustling 

abo;,;t from '.v&shpot to pump. "I'm mishty busy now, cookin breal:fact)" 

she sctid "O'-lt if yOJ come back in b::ut an ll:..ur I'll tell you '(mat I 
, ~ ~,.: i,: . 

-' 

can oout old times in T&mpa." 

On tile ret urn visit, her skinny dog met me with elaborat e cletlOn-

strations of w31come. 

"Gawn way fum here spot. Dat gelill;;en ain gwine feed you notilin. 

Yo,_, keep y:..ur dirty paws off13n his clothes." 

MarJa duck sat do.ill on a rickety box, motioning me to another 

one on the shaky old porch. "'l'ake keer y:.;u doan fall thoe dat old floor, II 

she cautLmed. "It·S bout ready to fall to pieces, but I way behind 

L1 L18 rent, so I kaint ask 8lij to have it fixed." 

"I aaa y'Oll have l1J Glass in the VI' iYldowa--doesn' t it get yo u wet 

Viil en it r;;i. i::~ s! " 

tll~ot we. I gUs :Jver on de other side :Jf de room. It didn't 

rl:;i.Ve l1J door neit:ler ' .. hen I uoved in. lJe Y:';llng folks r..:.un her..; useta 

u ;;; e it for a c () I.l rt in -n J I.l S e .. " 
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"Courtin-house. Dey kept a-cor:;in after I rJoved in, an I had 

t 0 sh~o 8lJ. away. ])at j JunE: r8.scal cJl;,in :; onder--he one of em. I 

clare to goodness-- tt and Mama Duck raised r1er voice for the trespasssr's 

benefit, III wisht I had me a fence to keep folks outa my yard .. " 

"~ua-a-ck, '{uack, quack, It the young ~~egro mocked, and passed on 

ItDat doan worry me ll:me; I doan let nJt~lin worry rJ6. .lorry makes 

folks grc;.,y -hs<.<ded. II She scro.t ched her head where three gra.y braids, 

about the lengtJ~c.il1d thickness of a flapper's eyebrow, stuck out at 

cJJ :ingles. 

"I a110 got plenty cl1E<ncet to wJrry ifen I 1IT",-nts to," si1e mused, 

&6 Sl13 si"i)ed vro.ter fNm a fruit-jar foul ','1ith fi.'1germ""rks. "Relief 

folks got we on dey bl~ck list. Jay w~n't give me r&tions--dey give 

rations t..; j";"l.lnS folks ivhas workin, but vion't give me nc..ry a mouthful." 

.",lI11y is t11at': II 

",Jell, dey wanted me to go to de poor j10US13. I was '.-1111.in to 

co, :Jut I w,-...nted to take Lly trunk :;..long an dey w.,uldn't let me. I 

got so.ue t:1ings in dere I b0en ho.vin nith o~ta a hurmert years. Got 

HlJ old blue-back,ieoster, onliest bo;.;k I eva, had, scusin my Bible. 

'l';lini-; I wan.Hi t.arow dut sti.Jff away! 1:0-0, sun!" MarJa Duck pushed 
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the dog away tram a cracked pitcher on the tloor and refilled her 

fruit-jar. "So day black list me, c~use I won't kiss dey teets. I 

ain kissin nobody's feets--wouldn't kiss my own mammy's." 

-Well, we'd all do lots of things for our mothers that we 

wouldn't do for anyone else." 

"Maybe you would, but not me. My mammy put me in a hickry 

basket when I was a day an a half old, with nothin on but my belly 

band an diaper. Took me down in de cotton patch an sot me on a stump 

in de bilin sun. II 

"'iJhat in the world did she -dO-that for!" 

"Cause I was black. All de other younguns .was bright. My 

granmamly done hear me bawlin an go fotch me tq my mammy's house. 

'Dat you mammy!t she ask, sweet as pie, when granmammy pound on de 

door. 

~ \ 

, ~Doan you never call me maIIlIl1y no more,' granmarmny say. '-Any 

woman what'd leave a poor lil mite like dis to perish to de~th ain 

fitten to be no datter 0' mine. t 

"So granmammy took me to raise. I ain never seen my mammy si~Qet, 

an I ain never want ed to. II 

~at did your father think of the way she treated you!" 

109 



FOLK STUFF, FLORIDA 
"Mama Du c k " 
'Tampa, Flor ida 
May 19, 1937 
Jules A. Frost 

"Never knew who roy daddy was, an I reckon she didn't either." 

"Do Y8U remember anything about the Jivil 'liar?" 

"What dat!" 

"The Civil ',/ar, when they set the slaves free." 

"Oh, you Hlean de fust war. I reckon I does--had three chillern. 

11n 

boys, borned fore de 'is..r.';"lnen I was old en~ugh to work I was taken to 

Pehlc;Lll, Jawja. Dey let me nus;: de chillern. Den I got married. ~Je 

j us got married in de kit chen and went to .Jur log h~use. 

t'I never bot no beatins fum my master when I was a slave. But I 

seen col:"'ored men on de oradley planta', ion git f'rammed ~ut plent y. De 

whip;:,in bosi:! was Joe 3ylvester. He had pets am:mgst de WOl"len folks, an 

let some of am o:'f light wne11 they desarved good be/itins." 

~low did he punish his 'pets t !" 

"SOIJletll16s he jus oop em cro:..ist de ear wid a battlin stick." 

"Buttlin stick, like dis. You do&.n kn:..w vmat a battlin stick is! 

.Ie 1 1 , dis here i6 Jne. Use it for washin clothes. You lift 8!.1 outa de 

waSIl pot wid de bahlin stick; den you lay em on de battlin block, dis 

ner9 stump. Den y:,;u beat de dirt ;.,ut wid de oattlin stick.1t 
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"A st ick like that would kn::;ck a horse d o'.:vn! .. 

"Wan't nigh as bad as what some 0 f de others got. SOllie 0 f his 

pets amongst de mens got it wueser dun de womens. He strap em croEst 

de sharp side of Ii barrel an give em a few right smart licks wid a bull 

111-1i P • II 

"lu1d what did he do to the bad :mes!" 

I~G make em cross dere hands, den he tie a rope roun dey wrists 

an throw it over a tree limb. Den he pull em up so dey toes jus touch 

de e;r::lund an sm.:.ck em on de back an rumpiJid a l.eavy wOJden paddle, 

fixed full 0' ~oles. Jen he make em lie down In de cround while he 

oust all dem blist ers ivid a raw-hide v,hip." 

"Didn I t that kill them! It 

"Smue c;.;uldn I t work f or a day or tVl:). Somet imes dey thr;.;w salt 

orine on dey backs, or Sll1eur on turp;.ltine to make it bit well quicker." 

"I supose j~u're gl~d those d~ys are ovar." 

"::ot me. I was a Heap better 0 ff den as I is llJW. Allus nad 

S U';10JI.1 to eat an a place to stay. 1;0 s ich thinE:; as git t in :m a black 

list. !uignty ilo.rd on a pus~on old as me not to cit no rat ions an not 

have il:- reglar job." 

If I d :.Jan knJw, zackl:;. .Ir..it a J;iiil~lit, I didn't show y::lU my pitcher 

iIi 
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what was in de paper, did I'! I kaint read, but s:Jll1ebody say dey put 

now:)ld I is under Lly pitcher in d:Ji paper." 

Mama Duck rUl:lmaged thrJugh a cigar box and brought out a page 

of a Pittsburgh newspaper, d,-,Ld in 1936. It was 60 badly -;vorn that 

it vJas almost illegible, but it sh;jwed a picture of Mama Duck &.nd be-

low it WI1S given her age, lug. 

11.2 
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FORM A 

Circumstances of Interview 

STATE, Florida 

NM'IE OF "UORKER, Jules Abner Frost 

ADD3ESS, 712 Wallace S. Bldg., Tampa, Florida 

JATE, I:!ay 19, 1937 .. 
$U3J'3CT, Florida Folk stUff T'.'Iaterial - "Marna Duck" 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Ual"J.e and address of informant, !liama Duck, Governor &. India ste., 
Tampa, Florida 

Date and t i..l!le of interview, Llay 19, 1937, 9:30 .. A. • 1.,1. 

Place of interview, her home, above address6 

Name and address of person, if any, who put you in touch with 

informant, J. D. Davis (elevator operator), li23 Jefferson st., 
Tampa, Florida 

5. Nfu~e and address of person, if any accompanying you (none) 

6. Description of room, house, surrou~dings, etc. 

Two-roon unpainted shack, leaky roof, most window panes missing, 

porch dangerous to walk on. House standing high on concrete 

blocks. Located in alley, behind other I'Iegro shacks. 

NOTE: Letter of Feb. 17, 1939, from Hr. B. A. Botkin to Dr. Corse 

states that my ex-slave story, "Mama Ducl-c" 1s marred by use 

of' the question and answer method. In order to make this 

material of use as American Folk stuff material, I have 

rewritten it, using the first person, as related by the 

informant. 
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FORM B 

Personal History of Informant 

STATE, Florida 

NA1m OF WORKER, dules Abner Frost 

ADDRESS, 712 Wallaee S. Bldg., Tampa, Florida 

DATE, (original interview), May 19, 1937; rewritten, March 15, 193.9. 

SUBJECT, Florida Folk stuff' Material - "Mama Duck'" 
-

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMANT, Mama Duck, Governor & India sts., 
Tampa, Florida 

1. Ancestry, Negro. 

2. Place and date of birth, Richard (probably Richmond), Va., about, 
1828. 

3. Family, unknown • 

4. Places lived in, with dates 

Has lived in ~ampa since about 1870. 

5. Education, with dates 
r 

Illiterate 

6. Occ,upations and accomplishments, with dates 

None. Informant was a s,lave, and. has always performed common 
labor. 

7. Spe~ial skills and interests, none. 

8. Community and r'eligious activities, none. 

9. Description of informant: Small, emaCiated, slightly graying, 

very thin kinky hair, tightly braided in saall pigtails. Some-

what wrinkled, toothless. Active for her age, does washing for 
a living. 

16. Other pOints gained in intervieW: strange inability of local 

Old Age Pension officials to establish right of olaimants to 

benefits. Inexplainable causes of refusal of direct relief. 
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Informant: Mama Duck 
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Rewritten 3/15/'39 

tiD 

MAMA DUCK 

Gwan away f'm here, Po' -Boy; dat ge®nen ain't gwine feed 

you nuthin. You keep yo' dirty paws offen his close. 

Come in, Slli1.. Take care you don't fall thoo dat 01' po'ch 

flo'; hit 'bout ready to go t' pieces, but I 'way behind on rent, 

so I ca~n't ask 'em to have hit fixed. Dis 01' house aint fitten 

fer nobody t' live in; wineler glass gone an' roo!" leaks. Young 

folks in dese ~arts done beln usin' it fer a cort h~use 'fore I 

come; you know--a place to do dey courtin' in. Ke~' a-comin' atter 

I done move in, an' I had to shoo 'em away. 

Dat young rascal comin' yondah, he one of 'em. I claiah to 

goodness, I wisht I had a fence to keep folks outa my yahd. Reckon 

you don't know "\lha t ~e be <[uackin' lak dat fer. Dat t s 'cause my 

name's t'I,Iama DUCK. ff He doin' it jus' t' pester me. But dat don't 

worry me none; I done 'lui t worryin'. 

I sho' had plenty chance to worry, though. Relief folks got 

me on dey blacl( list. Dey give rashuns to young folks what's 

wukkin' a~t don't give me nary a nouthful. Reason fer dat be 

'ca:..:.se dey wanted me t' go t' de Tlorehouse. I wanted t' take my 

trunk 'long, an' dey wouldn't lemme. I got some things in dere I 

be'n havin nigh onto a hunnert years. Got my 01' blue-back 

';,Cebster, onliest book I evah had, 'scusin' man Dible. Think I 

wanna th'ow dat away? ~'~o-o suh! 

So dey black-list me, 'cause ~ won't kiss dey teets. I ain't 

kissin nobody's, wouldn't l~iss my own lllalorny'S. 

I nevah see my mammy. She :9ut me in a hick'ry basket when I 
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on 'y a day and a halt' old, Yii tIl nuthin I on but mah belly band an I 

di'per. 'l'ook me dO'wn in de cotton patch an' sot de basket on a 

stu:.'lP in de bilin sun. lJidn I t 'vmn t me, i cause l be black. ~~ll ae 

otha youn:..;ins 0' hers be bright. 

Gran'ma::;illlY G.one tal' me, many a time, how she heah me bawlin t 

an t go an I gi t me, an' l' otc11 me to mammy I shouse; but my own marnIilY, 

she say, tutn me down cold. 

H.uat you, L:a.rm:n.ylt she say, sweet as pie, ','lhen gran'mammy knock 

on de do'. 

Uuont you nevah call me 'TJammy I no mo' ,n gran'mammy tol'! er. 

"Any Vlonan what'd leave a :po' li'l mite lak dat to ::perish to death 

ail1' t I'i tten t, be no dotter 0 I mine." 

So gran 1 ms.:-.lEly tuk me to raise, an t lain' t nevah wan ted no 

mammy but her. ~.evah ~cn~)"tleCl. W.:.10 m.Y QadG,y \,as, an i I reclean my 
, I : 

naIll..r:1Y didn't ~\:no\"l, neithah. :::: ba-vrn at~-dch2 .. rci, vahjinny. =.=y sis-

tan 2.n' bro thall be I n dead. too many yea:cs to count; I <ie las r 0 r 

de ..,..'q nl t l"lT 
.J.. I..A_.. J • 

I kin reI:l.e~;lber 'fore ue lust W2.r st::rt. I hau three chillen, 

boys, t,:ller'n ~le 'H~lel1 ITeeaO!!1 cone. _ .. ah lust mastah cii6.n't Hl8.l;:e 

de li'l chillen wuk Ilone. All :play. ~;, en I be 01' enough 

t' -vvu;\:, dey tu~: us -co ::"ellil8.n, Jawjah. I never 'Wul~ked in de riel's 

none, !lot d.ell. Dey allus leL18 nuss e.e chillens. 

Jen I got TIl'::.l'I'i8Q. .i::.i t ,jiB. r nt no church \'1eddin'; l:J8 got rn rried 

in Gran 'ma:.-:nyl s lei tehen, den ~de go liO our O'Iun log house. By an I 

by mah :n.ahster sol' me an' mah baby to ue :''Jan what had de -olanta tion 

nex t to ours. £iis n3.:l8 -;7as John Lee. he \; 2S good to me, 9n' let 

" .-
,Jit,l 
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me see my chillens .. 

I nevah got no beatin's. On~iest thing I ayah got Yas a li'l 

s~ap on de han', lak date Didn't hurt none. BUt I'se seen cullud 

men on de Bradley plantation git tur'ble bastin's. De whlppin' 

boss was Joe Sylvester, a white man. He had pets mongst de wimmen 

folks, an' used t' let 'em ot~ easy, w'en dey desarved a good 

beatin'. Sometimes 'e jest bop 'em crost de ear wid a battlin' 

stick, or kick 'em in de beehind. 

You don't know what's a battlin' slick? Well, dis hera be 

one. You use it :ter washin' close. You lit's de close outa de 

wash pot wid dis here battlint stick; den you tote 'em to de bat

tlint block - dis here stump. Den you bea~ de dirt out wid de bat

tlint stick. 

De whipp in t bo ss go t :pe ts 'mongst de mens, too, but dey got 

it a li'l wusser'n de .immens. Etten dey wan't ~ mean, he jest 

strap 'em 'crost de sharp side ot a bar'l an' give 'em a tall' right 

smaht licks wid a bull whip. 

But dey be some niggahs he whip .good an' hard. It dey _ss 

back, er try t' run away, he mek 'em cross dey han's lak dis; den 

he pull 'em up, so dey toes jas t tetch de ground'; den he smack 'em 

crost de back an t rump wid a big wood paddle, :tixed full 0 tholes. 

Know what dem holes be for? Ev'y hole mek a blister. Den he mek 

'em lay down on de groun', whilst he bua' all dam blisters wid a 

rawhide whip. 

I nevah heard 0' nobody dy1n t t tm gi ttin' a beat in ' • Some 
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couldn't wuk ter a day or so. sometimes de llhlppin' boss th t ow 

salt brine on dey back$, or smear on turpentine, to mek it well 

~icker. 

I don't know, t zaokly, how old I is. Mebbe - wait a minute, 

I didn't show you my pitcher what was in de paper. I oainft read, 

but somebody say dey put down how old I is undah mah pitcher. 

Dar hit - don't dat say a hunndrt ant nine? I reckon dat be right, 

sesin' I had three growed-up boys when freedom come. 

Dey be onty one sto' here when I oame to Tampa. Hit b'long 

t t 01' man Mugge. Dey be a big o:otton patoh where Plant Oi ty is 

now. I pioked some cotton dare, den I come to Tampa, an' atter a 

while I got a job nusain' Mister Perry Wall's ohillen. Cullud 

tolks jes' mak out de bes' dey could. Some of tem lived in tents, 

till dey etd cut logs an' build houses wid stie~-an'-dirt chim

bleys. 

Lotta folks ask me how I come to be called ~ama Duek.~ Dat 

be jes' a devil-ment 0' mine. I named my own se'f date One day 

when I be 'bout twelve y.ear old, I come home an' say, WWell, 

gran 'mammy, here come yo t Ii' 1 duaky home again." She hug me an' 

say, "Bress mah li'l dU(lky.~ Den she keep on eallin' medat, 

an' When I growed up, folks jes' put de ~ama" on. 

I reckon I a heap bettah off dem days as I is now. Allus 

had sump in t' eat an' a place t' stay. No sech thing ez gittin' 

on a black list dem days. Mighty hard on a pusson 01' az me 

not t' git no rashuns an' not have no reg'lar job. 
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Willis. Mes 

Born in Brooks County, Georgia, 83 years ago on F~b-
i 

ruary 24th, Willie Dukes jovially deolares that he is·jon the 

high road to livin' a hundled years." 

He was one of 40 slaves belonging to one John Dukes, 
,~- •.. 
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who was only in moderate oircumstances. His parents were Amos 

and Mariah Dukes, both born on this plantation, he thinks. As 

they we~e a healthy pair they were required to work long hours 

in the fields, although the master was.not aotually oruel to 

them. 

On this plantation a variety of products was grown, 

ootton, oorn, potatoes, peas, rice and sugar cane. Nothin~ was 

thrown away and the slaves had only coarse ~~.9ds such as corn 

bread, collard greens, peas and oooasionally a little rioe or 

white bread. Even the potatoes were reserved for the white folk 

and -house niggers. a 

As a ohild Willis was required to -tote water and woo~ 

help at milking time and run errands." His o~~thing oonsisted of 

only a homespun shirt that was made on the plantation. Nearly 
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everything used was grown or manufactured on the.plantation. 

Candles were made in the big house by the cook and a batch of 

slaves from the quarters, all of them being required to bring 
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fat and tallow that had been saved for this 'purpOse. These oan

dles were for the use of the master and mistress, as the slaves 

used fat lightwoOd torohes for light~~g purp&see. Cotton was used 

for ma..1{ing clothes, and it was spun and wove~ into oloth by the 

slave women, then stored in the commisary for future use. Broggan 

shoes were made of tanned'leather held together by tacks made of 

maple wood. Lye soap was made in large pots~ out into ohunks and 

issue~ from the smoke house, Potash was secured from the ashes of 

buxnt oak wood and allowed to set in a qua~tity of grease that had 

a1so been saved for the purpose, then boiled into soap_ 

Theootton was gathered in bags of bear grass and 

deposited in baskets woven with strips of white oak that had been 

dried in the sun. 

Wi..l..lis remembers the time when a slave on the pla.mtation 

escaped and went nOl'th to live. This man managed to communioate with 

his farr.ily somehow, and it was whispered about that he was "living 

vel'Y high"· and aotually saving money wi th which to buy his farrlily. He 

was even going to ~chool. This fired all the slaves with an ambition 

to go north and this made them more than usually interested in the 

outoome of the ~~ _.between the states. He was too young to fully un

derstand the meaning of freedom but wanted very muoh to go away to 
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some plaoe where he could earn enough money to buy his mother a 

feal silk dress. He oonfided this ,information to her and she was 
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\Texy proud of him but gave him a good spanking for fear he expressed 

this desire for freedom to his young master or mistress. 

P~ayer meetings were very frequent during the days 

of the war and very often the slaves were called in from the fields 

and excused from their labors so they oo~ld hold these prayer meetings, 

always praying God for the safe return of their master. 

The master did not return after the war and when the ---
solQiera in blue came through that section the frightened women were 

greatly dependent upon their slaves for proteotion and livelihood. 

L~a~~y of these blaok man chose !9y~1 ty to their dead masters to freedom 

and shouldered the burden of the support of their former mistresses 

c~eerfully. 

After the war Willis· father was one of those to re

main with his widowed mistress. Other members of his family left as 

soon as they were freed, even his wife. They thus remained separate~ 

until her cleatn. 

"1J.J.1e saw his 'first bedsp,..;J.~ e.ooui; 50 years ago and 
----.~ 

;le still thinks a feather mattress superior to the store'bought variety. 

~:e recalls a humorous inoident whioh occured when he was a ohild and 

introduoed for the first time to the task of pioking a goose. -
After demonstrating how it was done to a grpup of slave 
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children, the person in charGe had gone about his way leaving 

them busily engaged in picking the goose. They had been told that 

the one gathering the most feathers would receive a piece of money. 

Sometimes later the overseer returned to find a dozen geese that 

had been stripped of all the feathers. They had been told to pick 

only the pin feathers beneath the wings and about the bodies of the 

geese. Need we guess what happened to the over ambitious children? 

He had heard of ice long before he looked upon it _.' 
~ I ' 

and he only thought of it as another wild experiment. VlYlh; buy ice, -w-J) 
. "/~: 

when watermelons and butter could be ley down into the well to keep 

cool? 

One pf Willis' happiest moments was when he earned 

enough money to buy his first pair of patern leather shoes. To pos-----.. -
sess a paid of store bought shoes ha.d been his ambition since he was 

a child, when he had-to shine the shoes of his master and those of 

the ma.ster's childrem. 
., . 

He next owned a horse and buggy of which he was very 

proud. This increased his popularity with t:-le girls and bye ana/. bye 

he was ~aE!'_ie.dto Mary, a P.'irl wi th. whom he had been reared. 

Nobody was surprised but Mary, explained Mr. Dukes. "Me and everybbcIJ 

elee knowed us ud get married some day. We didn't jump over no broom 

neither. we was married like white folks wid flowers and cake and 

everything." 

Wi~lis Dukes has been in Florida for "Lawd knows how 
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long" and prefers this state to his home state. He still has a few 

realtives there but has never returned since leaving 80 long ago • 

.. 
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Sam and Louise Everett, 86 and 90 years of age 

respeotively, have weathered together some of the worst 

experienoes of slavery, and as they look baok over-the 

years, oan relate these experienoes as olearly.as if they 

had ha.ppened only yesterday. 

Both were born near Norfolk, Virginia and SOld 

as slaves several times on nearby plantations. It was on the 

plantation of "Big Jim- MoClain that they met as slave-ohildren 

and departed after Emanoipa.tion to live the lives of free 

people. 

Sam was the son of Peter and Betsy Everett, field 

hands who spent long baok-breaking hours in the ootton fields 

and came home a.t nightfall to cultivate their small garden. They 

lived in oonstant fear that their master would oonfisoate most 

of their vegetables; he so often did. 

Louisa remembers little about her parents and thinks 

that she was sold at an early age to a. separate master. Her name 
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as nearly as she could remember was Norfolk Virginia. Everyone 

ca.lled her "Nor." It was not until after she was freed and 
. 

had sent her children to school that she changed her name to 

Louisa. 

Sa.m and Norfolk spent part of their child-, 

hood on the plantation of "Big Jim" who was very cruel; often 
, 

he would whip his slaves into insensibility for minor offenoes. 
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He sometimes hung them up by their thumbs whenever they were oaught 

attempting to esoape-wer fer no reason atall." 

On this plantation were more than 100 slaves who 

were'mated indiscriminately and without any regard for family unions. -
If their master thought that a certain man and woman might have 

• 
strong, heal thy off-spring, he forced them to have sexual -relation, 

though 
even f\ t~ey were married to other slaves. If there seemed to be 

any slight reluctance on the part of either of the unfortunate ones 

"Big Jim" would make themclOnsummate this relationship in his presence. 

He used the same prooedure if he thought a oertain eouple was not 

producing children fast enough. He enjoyed these orgies very much 

and often entertained his friends in this manner; quite often he 

and his guests would engage in these debaucheries, choosing for them

selves the prettiest of ' the young women. Sometimes they forced the 

unhappy husbands and lovers of their viotims to look on. 

Louisa and Sam were married in a very revolting 

manner. to quote the woman: 

.. 
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·Mar~ Jim oalled me and Sam ter him and ordered 

Sam to pull off his' shirt-that was all the MvClain niggers 
~ 

wore- and he said to me: Nor,ldo you think you can stand this 

big nigger?fHe had that old pull whip flung acrost his shoulder, 

and Lawd, that man oould hit so hardt. So I jes said I yassur, I 

guess so,' and tried to hide my face so I couldn't see Sam's 

nakedness, but he made me look at him anyhow." 

" Well/he told us what we must git busy and do ~n 

his presence, and we had to do it. After that we. were considered 

man and wife. Me and Sam was a healthy pair and had fine, big 

babies, so I never had another man forced on me, thank God. 

Sam was kind to me and I learnt to·love him." 
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Life on the MoClain plantation was a steady grind 

of work from morning until night. Slaves had to rise in the dark 

of the morning at the ringing of the "Big House" bell. After 

eating a hasty breakfast of fried fat pork and oorn pone, they 

worked in the fields until the bell rang again at noon; at whioh 

time they ate b611ed vegetables, roasted sweet potatoes and vlaok 

molasses. This food was cooked in iron pots whioh had legs attached 

to their bottoms in order to keep them from resting direotly on the 

fire. These utensils were either hung over a fire or set a top a 

mound of hot coals._ Bi soui ts were a luxury but whenever they had 

white bread it was oooked in another thiok pan oalled a "sp1de~' 
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This pan had a top whioh was oovered with hot embers to insure 

the browning of the bread on top. 

Slave women ha.d no time for their children. 

These were oared for by an old woman who called them twioe a 

day and fed them ftpot likker" (vegetable broth) a.nd skimmed 

milk. Eaoh ohild was provided with ~ wooden laddIe whioh he 

dipped into a wooden trough and fed himself. The-older children 

fed those who were too young to hold a laddle. 

So exaoting was_"Big Jim" that slaves were 

foroed to work even when sick. E~p'el:1tant mothers toiled in the 

fields until they felt their labor pains. It was not uncommon 

for babies to be born in the fields. 
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There was Ii ttle time for play on his p'lantation. 

Even the very small ohildren were assigned tasks. They hunted 

hen's eggs, gathered poke berries for dyeing, shelled corn and 

drove the cows home in the evening. Little girls knitted stock-

ings. 

There was no ohurch on this plantation and itinerant 

ministers avoided going there because of the owner's oruelty. Very 

seldom were the slaves allowed to attend neighboring churches and 

still rarer were the opportunities to hold meetings among themselves. 

Often when they were in the middle of a song or prayer they would be 
ff " forced to halt a.nd run to the - jig House. Woe to any slave who ignored 

-, 
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the ringing of the bell that summoned him to work and told him 

when he might "knock off" from his labors. 

Louisa and Sam last heard the,ringing of this 

bell in the fall of 1865. All the slaves gathered in front ·of 

the "Big House" to be told that they were free for the time being. 

They had heard whisperings of the War but ·did not understand the 

meaning of it all. Now "Big Jim" stood weeping on the piazza and 

cursing the fate that had been so cruel to him by robbing him of 

all his "niggers." He inquired if ariy wanted to remain until all 

the crops were harvested and when no one consented to do so, he 

flew into a rage; seizing his pistol, he began firing into the 

crowd of frightened Negroes. Some were killed outright and others 

were maimed for life. Finally he was prevailed upon to stop. He 

then attempted to take his own life. A few frightened slaves promis

ed to remain with him another year; this placated him. It was 

necessary for Union soldiers to make another visit to the plantation 

before ftBig Jim" would allow his former slaves to depart. 

Sam and Louisa moved to Boston, GeorgiaJwhere 

they sharecropped for several years; they later bought a small 

f~rm when their two sons became old enough to help. They oontinued 

to live on this homestead until a few years ago, when tieir advanc

ing ages made it necessary that they live with the ohildren. Both 

of the children had settled in Florida several years previous and 
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wanted their parents to oome to them. They now live in Mul

berry, Florida with the younger son. Both are pitifully in

firm but can still remember the horrors they experienced under 

very oruel owners. It was with difficulty that they were pre

vailed upon to relate some of the gruesome details recorded 

here. 
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Dunoan Gaines, the son of George and Martha Gaines 

was born on a plantation in Virginia on Maroh 12, 1853. He 

was one of four ohildren, all fortunate enough to remain with 

their parent's until maturity. They were sold many times, but 

Dunoan Gaines best remembers the master who was known as ·old 

man Beever.-
..;.-

On this planation were about 50 slaves, who toiled 

all day in the ootton and tobacoo fields and oame home at dusk 

to oook their meals of oorn pone, oolla.rds and sweet potatoes on 

the hearths of their one room oabins. Bisouits were baked on speoial . 
ocoasions by plaoing hot ooals atop the iron tops of long legged 

frying pans oalled spiders, and the potatoes were roaated in the 

ashes, likewise the oorn pone. Their masters being more or less kind, 

there was pork, chioken, syrup and other foodstuffs that they were 

allowed to raise as their own on a small scale. This work was often 

done by the light of a torch at night as they had little time of : 

their own. In this way slaves earned money for small luxuries and 

the more ambi tious sometimes saved enough money to buy their free

dom, although this was not encouraged very muoh. 
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The early life mf Duncan was carefree and happy. With the 

exception of oarrying water to the laborers and running errands, 

he had little to do. Most of the time of the slave children was 

spent in playing ball and wrestling and foraging the woods for 

berries and fruits and playing games as other ohildren. They were 
+ "'-~--., .-•••• ,,' 

often jp1ned in their play by the master's children, who taught 

them to read and write and fired Duncan with the ambition ,to be 

free, so that he could ·wear a frill on his oolar and own a pair 
) 

of shoe.s_that·did not bave brass oaps on the toes'and require the 
( 

applioation of fat to make them shine. 

Wearing his shoes shined as explained above and a 

ooarse homespun suit dyed with oak bark, indigo or poke berries, he 

went to ohurch on sunday afternoons after the whites had had their 

services and listened to sermons delivered by white ministers who 

taught obedienoe to their-masters. After the servioes, most of the 

slaves would remove their shoes_and oarry them in t.eir hands, as ,.-
they were unaccustomed to wearing shoes except in winter. 

The women were gl ven Saturday. afternoons off to laund-
, 

er their clothes and prepare for SUnday's services. All slaves were. 

required to appear on Monday mornings· as olean as possible with their 

clothing mended and heads combed. 

Lye soap was used both for laundering and bathing. It 

was made from fragments of fat meat and skins that were oarefully 
saved for that purpose. potash was seoured from oak ashes. This mix-
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ture was aJ.lowe'd to set for a. oertain period of time, then oooked 

to a jelly-like oonsistenoy. After oooling, the soap was out into 

s~uare bars a.nd alowanoed out"(all.G1Jan:oe:) to the slaves aooording 

to t'he number in each family. Once Dunoan was given a bar of n sweet· 
... 

soap by his mistress for doing a partioularly nioe pieoe of work of 

polishing the harness of her favorite ma.re and so proud was he of 

the gift that he put it among his sunday olothes to make them smell 
"---

sweet. It was the first pieoe of toilet sops. that he had ever seen; 
, 

and it caused quite a bit of envy among the othe~ slave ohildren. 

Duncan Gaines does not remember his grandparents 

but thinks they were botll living on some nearby plantation. His 

father was the plantation blaoksmith and Dunoan liked to look on as 

plowshares I single trees, horse shoes, eta were turned out or sharp

ened,\~is mother was strong and healthy, so she toiled all day in 

: the fields. Duncan always listened for his mother's return from the 

field, whioh was heraled by a song, no matter how tired she was. She 

was very fond of her ohildren a.nd did not share the attitude of many 

slave mother who thought of their ohildren as belonging solely to 

: the masters. She lived in constant fear that "old marse Seever" 

would meet with some adversity and be forced to sell them separately. 

She always whispered to them about ·de war" and fanned to 8. flame 

their desire to be free • 
.... -.~---
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At that time Negro ohildren listened to the tales 
L 

of Raw Heaq and Blpod~ Bones, various anima~ stories and suoh 

childish ditties as: 

"Little Boy, Little Boy who made your breeohes~ 

~amma out lem out and pappa sewed de stitohes." 

Children were told that babies were dug out of tree 

stumps and were generally made to "shut uP" if they questioned 

their elders about suoh matters. 

Children with long or large' heads were thought to be 

marked to become "wise men. 1 Everyone believed in ghosts and en

tertained all the superstition,s that have been handed down to the 

present generation. There was much talk of "hoodooism" and anyone 

ill for a long time without getting relief from herb medioines was 

thought to be "fixed" or suffering from some sin that his father 

had Gommitted. 

Dunoan was 12 years of age. when freedom was deolared 

and remembers the hectio tinles which followed. He and other slave 

chilu.ren attended schools provided by,the Freedmen' Aid and other 

sooial organizations fostered by Northerners. Most of the instruot-

ors were whites sent to the South for that purpose. 

The Gaines were industrious and soon owned a prosperoua 

farm. The:\ seldom had any money but had plenty of foodstuffs and 
v 

clothing and a fairly comfortable home. All of the children secured 

enough learning to enable them to read and write, whioh was regarded 

. . 
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as very unusual in those days. Slaves had been taught that their 
.. 

brain was inferior to the whites who owned them and for this 

reason, many parente refused to send their children to school# 
, 

thinking it a waste of time and that too muoh learning might cause 

some injury to the brain of their supposedly weak-minded ohildren. 

Of the various ohanges, Dungan remembers very little, 

so gradual did they ooour in his section. Water was seoured from 

the spring or well. Perishable foodstuffs were let down into the 

well to keep 0001". Shoes were made from leather tanned by setting 

in a solution of red oak bark and water j laundering was done in wood

en tubs, made from barrels out in halves. candles were used for light

ing and were made from sheep and beef tallow. Lightwood torohes were 

used by those not able to affQrd oandles. Stookings were knitted by 

the women during oold or rainy weather. Weaving and spinning done py 

speoia.l slave women who were too old to work in the fields,; others 

made the cloth into garments. Everything was done by hand exoept the 

luxuries imported by the wealthy. 

Duncan Gaines is now a widower and 'fast beooming infirm. 

He looks upon this wnew fangled l age with bare toleranoe and feels 

that the happiest age of mankind has passed with the discarding of 

the simple, old fashioned way of doing things. 
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near Madison Training School for Negroes, Madison, Florida 
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Clqborn nantllng wae born in, Da.wson. Georgia, Ter.tel1 

County t Jp.nua1'7 20, lB48 on the pla.ntB.tlon ot Jude,e ~71111am8. 

I ' 

Judge W1111Al'19 owned 102 hea.41 of altive.nnd ft.I known 

-" to be "tolable nice tot ern in sOnl$-Wa,y'a.M prit'tt,- roul:;h on 'em 

1n o~'l~r ways' tl\ye !*r. Crantl1ng. -lie wouldtnt g1' U8 no 

co ftee t t eept en Suntlay l'ornlngS till en we would ho."'le shOl:"ts or 

4Geconde or wheat, whiCh ls de leaYins f of flour at J.d.lls, JUt 
t 

.. As a. chlld I us ter he. ve to tote water to de 014 

people on de tam and tend de oowe Iln' t.ed de sheep, l'low. I 

can' say right 'aa.okl:Y how things wz during slavery '~r1.U8e ~,. 

been s lone: time AgiO but VIe l+t'id cotton a.m oorn f1elds and a. 
h~uld8 plowed hard. plcked ootton grabbled pender •• '9:therea pea. 

> I 

arid done all the other hard "Oft to be done on de planta t1o.ns. I 

wq2 not blg'nut! to do, lill of dam th1ng. ·bA\ 1 ~ plen\V of 

it done. 

"t .• 
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-Dey made'lye aoaPOI) de tarms 'and u8ed 1"d1go trom 

'Wood tor dYe.' tve nigger. slept on' hB3 piled on top of planke . 
\ 

bu t de whl te tolk. had better bed,. 

"I dontt 'member my ~pnr(Jnta but my mBS waa 

cnlled Harr1et Wl1113.D1s nnd my pa was oalled HelU7 Williams; " 

dey wuz ca.lled W1111r:uns [~:t'te~ my qo.$t{~r. !'7 nkq,c and Pl!). worked ve'l!'l 

hard and got some beatings but I don't know what tor. DGJ' WZ 

nll kinds of money t five 11m ten dollar 't4.11a. ,and eo on then, 

but I d1dn t t. -ever see tu'1em with any. 

. 
"Whe~'l war oame alont. and Bherman Oflnte tJ-.. rc.u~~ll the 

old people wuz very ekeered on aOCouflt ot the whlteownera but .. ' , 

t.J1cr~ was no tlght1ng close 'to me,. l~y tl'Dster' £leo:' a Leo A.nd 

}'letcher Jo1ned the e,rmy and lots 01: de other masters went; de 

f;'3or.;anto wuz sent n.long to "o.i t on de Jount; wh1 te men. (~uee. 
, 

you· d 11ko to know, 11' a.ny were killed. 'I sl:ould sp'11e,' two 

~:' k,noVl were kllled. . 

"During 'tJ?ose days tor medi01.ne, t..~ old people uee,d 
, ' 

~nch. things as bu~.tertly roo:t and tuttertly tea, on~e tea, red 

on.k b'>rk, htppeoat. - eomathlnf.,:that grow.' WS8 aaed tor t~ver8 

r.nd b.'1thlng Ohl1dl"'en. Tli8,Y WI 1'1h1 te doc~rs and plenty of 

oolored grannies. 

. 
"t:rhen de Yankees came they aoted dlffunt and "as 

na.turally bet.ter to servants than· our mti.t~rs. had been, we 

colored tolks done th-e, beat ... could ,'tut that.' hS 'not eo 8~ 
• 

rig.ht e . .rt.er'treedom. Still 1t grand on aa4 gro"d on gett,lng 
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better. 

"Bef~re 'reedom we a.lways .. nt to v.il1 te church •• 
\ . ' 

on ~undD.ys w1 th paeeee but they never mentioned God; tJ's.ey -nlw~8 

tol,-1 us' to be "good nlf£sre and mind our r.l1ssus n.nd Tntl.stere." 

"Judge W1ll1a1ll'had ten or twelve hends of chIldren 

!Jut I ann' 'membertbe names ot 'em now; !11s t'(lte was enl ted. 

r·~i8' ·}$andn nnd she "He Jes' 'bout 1ak 'Parae Wil11ams. I had 

t bout clgh\etn hearl. of boy. untt ·::1 'Ie L:1rle myec:lt; (tare was 

I can' 'member all ,or dem.' 

., 

Hr. Gsntllncwaa aaksa. to rel8-te some incidents, thp~t 

he o0ulc1 r.emember of the 11vns of slr,vea. :In('t be oonttmedt 

tt~rell, '~he horn would blow evet"J" mornlnJ i*or you to 

cit up ~'nd -eo ri~jht tQ work; whan the sun r~fSt 11' you litera· not 

~n the fleld--\1Ot"king. you wou}ct be whipped wltJi whl!)s nnd lenthW 

strops. ! 'memty:.r Aunt Besty was beat until she could hardly 

Cf:'t n.lonc\ but I cao' tmembe~ wlint tor rut do you know she had 

t,o \"101"1: Alan)' till she bot better. Hy inn. h,"1<1 to work pt"G'tty 

~:"~x~d but l:1. oldest siater, ",l\.tdy'. ?mS too young to wor!t~uoh. 

ItA. he4P 0' de sV~lves would l"'Un FJ:way and hld~ l.n de woods 

to keep from worl-:::lng 60 ,hard but t.he ':'fhl to folks to lceep t,'1cm trom 
running· , . 

!f:1.wa::/ eo ~..:~ t t.,.ll(9Y c()uld not l\:etch • om would put a. bhaln around 

t.he neo~\ which would hnng down the blot llod b,o tastened on t9 

.. 

acother 'round the, wlllst and Mother 'round the teet 80 they J 

" 

oould not run, still \hey had to work (l,nd sleep in -em, toot 
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some times they 1I'Ould, .e~\r these "ins tor t.hre, 01" tour month •• 
\ 

·.When a slnve would d1e they hOO wooden, boxes to T)ut 
• 

'em tn,tind dUg holes and Just put-them In. A ,lave might go ' 

to n!ileter or brothor' e 
¥"" 

"ll,y l'teoollectlon lavery bn,d tUld 80 muoh ~8 forgotten. 
, 

'wt. .f hOo veseen slaves sold in "'~('tvea lUte 00"', trley called,' em 

'~'ltlgees •• and wh! te' men wuz drlv1n' ' ... mIike hOf~. and, OOW8 tor 
l; ,i 1' ' " , ' 

,/~1r:'. Mother. and fn. thers we:r"e sold nnd pn,rted t!~D their ohl11un. 

,,>}'t.hay wuz sole to v;j~l te 'r"'eople 1n dltfun;, '8W,W,. I tell you oh11,,. 
'. , 1~ was pi tiM, tnt GOd cJ.d no~ let 1 t lnst alwrqa,. I ht:t:ft h~o.rd ' 

Sl(~Vt'H3 momlnt~ n.nd night pray tor dellvorance. Some of 'em would 

atari1 U1~ 1n de f101(ls or be~ overootton And corn andpra;, out 

loud for (1~ to h~lT? '~m and in t1me ~'ou aee, He did. 

"They had whut you call "patt,Yl:~)lter8· who would. oo:~eh 

you :trom hom~ nnd 'Y/e~-r you out' {1M, .end y~ 'back to yQUr mast.,. 
. .",:' . 

, \ 

It p. mnst.er hEld slaves he Jas t coulet not ,rule (aome of fem W8 

he,rd r.",nd. Jes' would not mind. de boes) t he would ask. l"..1m '1t> he 

wantod to go to Dnothr,r plo.ntcltlon nnd 1t he hid he dtd, then, 
" ' 

he would glvehlm a '!lass nnd that pD.$$ woLl1d "'s.d' ·Clv$ this 

nlrr:er hell." Of OOU1~e when the 'pattyrollersd or other 

plant1".t1an boes wnuJ.d react 1:4e pr~88 he would, beat Lim neo.rll to , . , . 
deft tt end send him bad. Of course the nl&5er could not read 

, nntl 'dld not know', What the pn.8.aa14. 'fOil 8e8 .• dAy did l'lf'\ *1", 
i 

no nl:"rer to hB.vt a book 0 ... pleoe of paper ot any kind and you 

know dey walt not go tea. any of 'em to read.. 



',"1Jr; 

-De .. em bad tt,' h&nt too; ·.-omen with 11,Ue ,-blel 

\'Iould have' to "I!JI: to work 1n de mornings wlth the re.'. 00-., 

baolt, rqrae their ch~lUD old CO back t,C) thel*le14, .taI' two " 
',0",' ", '" 

ort.h"" •. hoUr. then go back arid. eat. dinne., atter' dinner, 481 
'-

, ~,' . " '., 

than be and nurSE) the Ohl~~\ln ae:,aln,. ,&:0, baok' to, the field an4. 
,.,' I,'. .' ''', ' 

, attlY ,till nlght,.One or maibe t'tilO old women would stay 'ln a 
i ,/. \ . ", ,'I 

b,lg1 house ~d keer all ae oh111un. 'htle thelr mother .. "crte4 ~II 
" . ~ .) 

) : 

I • I 

'Wow dey 10 a heap more I could .tell may"': bUt-'I- 40"~t 
" 

think ot no mOre now. It , " 
, r 

, ' 

1~~. Outline' .ame to ;"'].oI'l4&·W JeN'l1M' 'lMtataon 

nel'1f'itMe Park ~nd "t8yec1 \We yeara,. then wen~toi Everett'. 

:~, la~ti,a tlon aM' ota:ed' one 'ye!;r. From'there he.,ent t~ t1~ plao.;~~€(;;, 
"" - ", ;~~":/~."'" 

cQll,ed H1sh Hill and stayed two or t.!:tree y,a.re., He lett theN 

and\~ent to I:,u~per. tarm" andetaJ't<l util he moved .)118 tanll17 
• " 1 ' • .' • ~ \ \, • 

t~ JaOk$o~v111.. Hero he wOrktd 00 publ.lo WOrk.' ~lntl1 he start.e4 . ~ \ ' 

1:"alelng hOeS and Qhlokena ,Which hit cc)nt,lnued up toabou't~ 
, , 

teen years at;O. ~o •• h~ 1a,!too old to do.a.n3'thlns tnt jue' 'el\ 
, , -, 

.~J x-ouhd nnd t.alk, andea \... . 

. " i 
r 

l' . 
.I • 

l :/ , . I 

, \ 

, \ 

, ( 



- He has. been 8. member ot the Atr1o?,n 'I.ethodlat. 

~lscopal Church tor more than :rl:fty yenrs. 

He haa II very good n.ppetl t1e a.nd t1l thougb Me 108t 

-
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L1s teeth, he has nev·:r worn n r1nte or had a..nY o.en~ YJork 

Qone. He is neve!' slolt cn(~ 1-:1.:.8 hr·d but l1ttle moc.lenl Ctttentlon 

<luring h1s llfet1me. Hls form 10 bent (-tOO he we.llts with a cane; 

0.1 thouO.l h10 st1ng 1s oonfined to his home, 1 t if traIT. ollo.loe 

ns he seldom wears' shoes on acoount ot bad feet. His eyesight 

is very gpod nnd hie hobby is sew1ng. He threA.cia hie own nee~e. 

wi thout assl~::;tanoe ot glo.sses as he has nover worn them. 

'~r. Gant11ng oelebrated hi's 89th blrtJldny 'On the 20th 

day ot Novem l:er 19~J. 

He is very ~mnll, nlso very short; quite gctlvo tor 

his nEe fl.nd of n. very &en1nl dlaposl tlon, nlWSYB sniI; ne. 
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(Verbatim 1nterview with Arnold Grag,eton, 91-year-old 
ex-slave whose early life was epent help1ng slave. to freelo. 
acral. the Oh10 River, while he, h1mselt, re_l~.4 in bo~g •• ' 
As he puts 1 t, he guesses he oould be oa1.led a • oOt)ductor' Oil 
the underground railway , • only, ... dldn t t call' 1 ~ that, the.. I 
don t t know as we oalled 1 t an{thlng - we Jllat knew ~het~ .. ~. 8. 
lot of slaves always a....antln to get tree. an4 thad '" help 
tem.') ' . 

. 'Moat ot the slave. d14n.' t kilow ",heD tile, ft, \SOJ'n,' 
\ , 

but I did. You •• e.I 'was born on a Ohrtetaa.. Ilorriln' ... It. 
\. 

was in 1840; I was a full grown man when I tlnal~1 f::~t .,. tr •• ao.. I . 

, . 

"Before I got 1,1.., though, I helped a lot ot other. get 

theirs. Lad only knows how many'; might have beer:' 841 muqh 8. 

two-three hundred. It was t way more than a hundred. Ikn01f. 

-But that all oa.e after I waa a young man~- 'grown' 
. . . 

enough to know ~ pretty g~rl when I a.wone, and to gO'Cha8lDg 

after her, too. I was born on a plantation that. b'longed to !'r. 

Jack Tabb 1n Mason Oounty, J~.t ~oro.~ the .r1Yep in kentuoky. I 

·~r" Tabb "as II. pret.'t,f go'Od man. He used to beat u', 
sure; but not nearly so, muoh as. other,. d14. some ot hie own kin 

people, even. But. he was kink' funnyeome:t.ta •• , lie used to have 
" . 

a special 81~.,e w!lG d1dn't'have not)11ll t to do b\lt, t.aoh:~,,:r." 
0\ , ., • 

of UI - we ha,tl abollt ten Ol tllt pl •• 1,at4on. 'aM al.~ Oil ... 

, .. c?~'~IQ.1;:. .. . ....... ~>,: '. ·.,~;.~J~c:;,~ . 
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other plantation. near U8 -- how to read and write ani t1gger. 

Mr. Tabb liked us to know how to· tlgger. But sometlme. wh.l'l 

he would send tor us and we would be a l;ong tluie comln', h. 

would ask us where we had been, It we told him .e had been 

learnln' to rend, he would nea.rt beat the day11ghts out of UI -

~tter gettIn' somebody to tea~h.~s; I thlnkhe d1d.ome ot that 

so that the other owners wouldn'·t say he wa8lpOl11n t h,J.1 slaves.' 

"He was tunny a bJUt us marryln', too. He would let U8 
, 

go 'a ... courtln t on the other plantations near anyt1me we'liked, 1t 
" 
we were good. and if we found somebody we 'wan'tedto marry, and she 

was on a pla.ntat1on that b'longedto one of his kin tolks or & 

friend, he would eWllp a slave so that the husband and w1t8 could 

be together. Sometimes, when he couldn't do this, he would let 

a Sla.ve work all day on his planta. tlon, and l~ ve with his wite 8. t 

night on her plant~tlon. Some of the other owners was always 

talk1ng about his spoll1n' us." 

-
eHe wa.sn't a Dlmmaere.t like the rest ot'em in the 

county; he belonged to the 'know-nothin. pa.rty' and he- was a real 

leader. 1n 1 t. He used to always be makin' speeehes. ana. sometimes 

hie best friends wouldn't be speaking to him tor day. at a t1me." 

"Mr. Tabb was always specially good to me. He used to 

let me go all about -- I guess he had to; oouldn t t get tQo muoh 

urk out Of me even when he k.pt~ me. rit;ht under his eyes. I 

learned fast, too, and. I think he k1nda like4 that.· H7 used. to 

oall.'Sandy DaViS, the slave who taught me, ft •• smart.st NieE:er 

'. ,J 
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in Xentuolty.' 

"It .... as 'cause he used to let me go arf)und 1n the ds7 

and . nigh t .0 much. fJla.\ I oame to be the one who' oarrled the 

runn1nt ;1l"'ay slaves over the river. It we,s tunny the -1 I 

started 1 t, . too." 

"I dldn' t have no idea of ever gettln' 'mlxed up 1n all1 

sort of bus1nes.s like that untIl one specl$l nlght.' ! hadn't 

even thought ot rowing aeross the river ~selt." 
.' 

":But one n1ght I had gone on another p18.nt8.tlon • court1n ,. 
• • ! 

and the old woman whose house I went to told me she had a real 

pretty g,1rl there who wanted togo across the rlvex- and would I 

take her? I wa.s eoared and backed out 1n ~ hUITy" Ettit then I 

saw the girl, and she wal suOb, a pretty ·11 ttle ~hlng, brown- ,. 

skinned and k1ndA rosy, and looking ae acared 8.S I was teel1n'. 
. I 

so '1 t wsen't long before' I wal 11stenlo t to 1!he old womall tell 

me when tQ take her and . where to leave her on the other sid.a. it 

"I dldn t t. ha va nerve enoug~ to d41 1 t the. t nlF)l t, 
. ; 

though, and I told them to wa.l t tor me ~nt.11 totnorroYlnlght. All 

t~e next day I kept seeing Mister Tabb lay1ng a rawhide across 

my baCk, or shootln' me, and kept seeing tha t soared 11 ttl. 

brown g1rl baoJf. at the house. lOOk~~g at m~ w1 th her big eyes 

and askil1£, me 1t I wGuldn't just rowner a.Qroae to Ripley. Me 

and Mr. Tabb lost, 'and soon as dUet •• t.tled that night. I WAS !-1t 

the old laq •• houa.'-

'I dont, know how I e .... ", rowed :the 'boa*- aero •• the 
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river the current waa atrang and I was trembling. J oouldn't 

see a thing there in the dark, but I {elt that girlie ., ••• 

We didn' t dare to whisper, eo I eouldn t t tell her how sure I na 

that Mr. Ta tb or some ot the others owners would • tee,r me up. 

when they tound out "hat I had done. I· just knew they. would 

find out. If 

";:::-:'-' 

-I 'as worried, too, about where to put ~er out ot 

the boat. I couldn't r~de her across the river all night, 

and I dldn t t know a-thing about the other side. I. ha(i hea~ 

a lot a't,tou t 1 t (rom other slavee but I thought 1 t was lust about. 

like 1hlson Oounty, with 81: Yee and ~ste,r8. over.ears a.nd raw

hides; _and so, I just kne. that 1t I ptJl1ed the boat up arid 

went to aSlting people where to· take her I would get a beatlng 

or get killed.· 

"I dontt know whether it seemed like a long time or 

a short time, now.., 1 t t. S so lonf£ ago; I know 1 t was a' long time 

rowing ther( in th~i_,,~?old and worryln'. But it was short., too, 
- . 

'oause as soon a8 I d1d get on the other side the big-eyed, 

brown-skin girl .ou~d be gone.. Well, pretty esan I saw a. tall 

light B.nd I rememoored -what the old lady h&d. told. me about 

looking.for that light and rowing to 1~. I d1d;. and when I 

got up to 1 t, two -men reaehed a'own _and grabbed her; I started 

~emblln' all over ae~ln. and prayln t • Then, one of the men , 
took my arm and I just felt down 1ns1de of me that the Lord 

ha.d got ready tor me. 'You hungry t ~07?t 1s what he aalt&d me, 

and 1t he hadn' t been holdln1 me I think I would have t.U 
, 

" . 

, . 
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back.and Into ~ river.-

• Tha t, wat my fIrs t trip, 1 t t.oot me a long time \0 

~-;et over my scared ieelin't but I finally: 'ld~'· and I .ooa 

found myself g01n~baok aoross the river, with two and tbre. 

people, ~.~d sometimes a whole boatload. I got 80 I unt. to 

make thr~e and tour trips a'month. 
\ 

tt.Viha t did my pa.ssengers look 11ke' loan' t te 11 you any-

more about it than you· oan,' and you wasnlt there. Atte.r that 

first gl~l -- no, I'ne~er did ~ee her agaln.-.,I never saw., 

passengers. I would have to .. be the 'black nig,ht,fot the moon 
. , 

J • . , 

wLen I would oarry them, and I would meet· 'em out in the ope., 
,I . 

I 

or in a house w1thout a lIngle 11g)lt. ''l'ht on11 "88 ,X knew who 

they were was to a sk' them; • wits. to you ...,., W . And they -~ula 
j' 

, 

answer, "Menare." I don't know wha t that' word meant -...;. 1 t oame . 

from the BIble. I only know that· that was the pa,ssword Iusa4. 

nnd all.ot them that I took over told 1t 'to me before I took 

them, 

"I guess you wonder what I did with them ~ttGr I got, 
i 

tuem over the. river. Well, there 1n Rlpiey waa a. man nt\med Mr. /' 
_ .. 

Ra.nk 'ns; I think the :r est ot his .ntUDe wa.John. ,He. hl'ld a regular 
.f 

sta tl n there on hi. plaoe tor escaping slavet.. You see. Ohio 
"' 

was a free state and once they got. over the r,lver trom"KentuOky 

or Vlr~1nla, Mr. Rankins c.uld strut them all around.town, and 
, . . 

nobody wou14 bother t em. The only rea.on weu8ed to land 'e. 

qu1etly at .night .as 80 tllat whottver 'bro1.\&ht. tem oould go ,baOk 
. ., 

for more t and beCau8e we had to 18 flafthl tba.. no •• ' o:t'1Jte 

1 \ V ., 
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owner. had tollo.e~ us. Every onoe in a while they would 

- I-

• tollow n blat- and catoh thelr ·slaves blok. Sometimes tbey 
I 

VlOule! shoot at whoever wal' trying to lave the poor dev1ls. 

"\'i.~r. Rankins had a regular ',stat1on! tor the slave •• 

He had a b1g lily)lthouse 'in his yard. abrJUt th1rty teet high anI.

he kept 1t burnln' all nIght. It always mea~t treedom for 

slave 1f he could get to th1s l1ght. 
/ 

It Sometimes f.'l'r. Rankins would have twenty or thirty 
, -

slaves thnt had run away on his plaoe at the t1me. It must ha.ft \ 

cost him. ~ whole lots to keep them and teed 'em, rut I think' . 

some ot hl,s friends helped 1.11111. • 
"Those who wanted to stay eround tlurt part of Ohio -

coul~.t stay, but d1dn' t mnny ot t em (~ 1 t, ,'teCRuae ther~ was too 

,:uch dan/,.:er that you' would be walk.l116.along tree ene night, 
. i • 

-feel a hand over your mouth; g,nd be back aoross the riYer ani 

in slR very aga1n . in the. morning. -And nobody 1n the world ever 

got a ohance to know as muoh m.teerY. as a slave that had esoaped 

and been CRUgh t. 

\ 
"So a whole lot ot 'em we.nt on North to other parts 

of Oh10, or'to New York, Chioago or Oa~da, Canada was popular 

then because all of the slaves thOUght It was the· last gat. ~ 

1'ore you fot all :the way ~nl~d. ot heavill. ! donft think there 

was muoh ohance tor a slave to make a llving 1n 'Canada, ~t 

didn 1 t many of t em come baek. Th-ey ••••. , like theY' rather ItaM" 

up there 1n the co14 th$n to l:e back" 1n .1a"'-17 ~ 

. , : .. 



"The Army aoon stB.rted taking a lot of fe.~ too. 
" 

They could enlist'in the'Un1on Army. and get goOd wagel, mort 

tood than they ever had, and ha.ve all the, 11 tt.l e gala wavlnt 

at t em when they pa •• eel. Them blue uniforms waa a nice change, 

too. 

"NO, I never got enythlng trom a s1ngle one of the 

people \'1 oarried over the river to tr.edom~/ I didn.' want any

thing, «tter I had made a. few tr1paI got to llke It,and.v.n 

though I could have been tree any' n1ght myself., ~., t1ggered X 

wasn't g~ttl~· along so bad so I would stay on Mr. 'rabbis place 

and help the others get free. ' I did it tor I,our years. 
I 

I I 
J i 

'I ~on't know to thl. day how he never ,knew what I 

warS doing; I used to take some awful 'ehanQes. and' he' knew I 
.... 

must have been up to something; I wouldn't do muoh.work 1n the 

day, would never be 1n my house at nlgh~, and when he would 

happen to visit the plantation where I had. said I was gain t t 
I '. 

wouldntt be there. Somet1mes ,I think he did know and we.nt~d me 

to get the slaves away that way so he wouldn t t 'have to Cause', 

hard teelins' by treein' tem., 
; 

"I think' Mr. Tabb used to talk a lot to Mr. John ree; 

Mr. Fee was a man who l1ved in Kentucky, but Lor4! how that 

man hated slaver.y! He 'used to alway8 tell 'UI (w. neVer let our 
, . 

owners see us l1stenln t to him, thqup) that Go4 ,dldD t t 1ntend 

for some men to be free and 80me men be 1n slavery. He used. to 

talk to the owner., too, when they nulA listea ,to h1m, but 

I 
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mostly they hated the s1ght of John Fee. 

"In the niEPt, though, he was a different man, for 

every slnve who came U1rough his place ,oing across the river 

::~e ha.d a good word, something to ea.t and some kind of rags, 

153 

too, 11' 1 t was colo. He always Jcnew just WhR t to tell you to 

do 11' a.nythint~· wen'L ,~lron6, and sometimes I think he ke-pt slaves 

::,here on his place t till they cou.ld be rowed acrOBS the rl ver. 

"I almost ran the business in the ground after I he,d 

been oarrying the slaves across for fle£.rly four yenrs. It Vias 
\ 

in 1863, nnd one night I carried across about t\,elve on the 

~w,me nieh~. ~)omebody must hnve seen us, becau,se they set out 

t'fter me [\ 8 soon ns I sterred out 01' the boat back on the Ken

tucky side; trom that time on they were rd'ter me. S0711etimes 

they would almost cntch me; I had to run away from Mr. Tabb's 

rlantation and 11 ve in the 1'1e1cls and in the woods. I dldn t t 

1:noVl what a bed was trom one week to another. I would sleep 

in H cO!'!lf:teld ton1rl1t, ur in the branches of n tree tomorrow 

ni~ht. nnd buri~d in a haynile the next n1ght; the River, where 

I l:!:-'d carried so mnny n~rosa myself, V.W.s no (,ood to me; it wns 

w2tched too close. 

IfFlnnlly, r saw th t I could never do any more cood 
I 

in !'1naon Cou ty, 80 I dec1ded to t?ke my free do 'TI, too. I had 

r:., wire by this t1me, nnd nne nlcht we quietly sl1pped across and 

heal~ed tor Ur. Rl1nkln' s bell nnd li€~,ht. It looked like we hnd 
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to so olmoet to Oblna to get, &croat! that. rl,"" I ooula hen .. 

'-

the 'bell and see 'the l1gbt on Mr. Rankin'. 1'la08, bUt til. 

harder I rowed. the tarther aWIq ~ t 80t. $ft4 I knew it I· 414n' t. 

make 1t ltd get. killed. nat. tlnally, I ~lled IUP by the 11(ht-

, hous., and went 011 to'm'1 treedom ... Ju,' a tew month. betore 

nIl of tlle 81n~ee got their'.. I didn't stayln Rtple7, though. 

I wasntt teJtlng no c,qn.ncGs. I went on to Detroit and stlll 

live there w1 tJl most of .10 ohl1dren and 31 grandoh1ldren. 

"The b1flj2~er ones don't care ao'/DIUoh about hea.r1n· 

1 t now, blt t'e 11 ttle ones never get t1re4of hearln t how. their 

grandpa b~oueht ~~mf1ne1pt1tl()n to loads ot slave. he could ~h 

,und teel. but n~ver could see. I 

It .. -_ ...... 

, 
I , 
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1.. Interview w1 th subJeot, Arnold Gragato,n, present addr.eee, 

,Robert Hungerford Oollef,e CeJRpu.~ latonrtlle (F. O. Ilalt-
I' 

land) FlorIda. 
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(SubJeot 1s relatIve ot President ot HungertoX"cf Oollege 
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FEDERAL WRI~ERS' PROJECT 
Amerioan Guide,(Negro writers' Unit) 

Jaok8onville~ Florida 

Pea.r~ Ra.ndolph 
Field Worker 
Complete 
1,601 Words 
8 Pages 

Slave Interview 
Deoember 18, 1936 

15G 

Born on Deoember 6, 1838, Harriett Gresham oan reoall 

quite olearly the major events of her l!fe a.s a slave, also 
~~.F' 

the Civil War as it effeoted the slaves of Charleston and 

Barnwell, south Carolina. 

She was one of a group of mul~ttoes belonging to 

Edmond Bellinger, a wea.lthy plantation owner of Barnwell. With 

her mother, the plantation seamstress and her father, a driver, 
r 

she lived in the abig housen quarters, and was known as a nhouse 

nigger.· She played with the children of her mistress and seldom 

mixed with the other slaves on the plantation. 
-' 

To quote some of her quaint expressions: aHoney. I 

aint know I was any diffrunt fum de chillen 0' me mistress twel 

atter de war. We played and et and'fit togetter lak chillen is 

bound ter do allover der world. Somethin allus happened though 
.. 

to remind me dat I was jist a pieoe of property.a 

aI heard der gun aboomin' away at Fort sumpter and 

fer de firs'time in my life I knowed what it was tar fea.r any thin' 

oapt a sperrit. No, I aint never seed one myself but-" 

"By dar goodness o'God I done lived ter waltz on der 

oitadel green and maroh doWn aile 0' soldiers in blue, in der 
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arms 0' me husban', and over me haid de baY'nets shined." 

"I done "lived up all my days and some 0 f dem 

whut mighta b1longed ter somebody else is dey'd done right 

.in der sight 0 f God.. "How I know I so old?" • I got doou

ments ter prove it." The 1 do oument s is a yellow sheet of paper 

that appears to be stationery that is orudely deoorated at the 

top with orissed orossed lines done in ink. Its oontents in 

ink are as follows: 

Harriett Pinokney, born September 25,1790. 

Adeline, her daughter, born Ootober 1, 1809. Betsy, her 

daughter, born September 11,1811. Belinda, her daughter, 

born Ootober 4, 1813. Deborah, her daughter, born Beoember 

1, 1815. Stephen, her son, born September 1, 1818. 

Harriettts Grandohildren-

Bella, the daughter of Adeline born July 5, 1827. Albert, 

son of Belinda born August l~, 1833. Laurenoe, son~of Betsy 

born "March 1, 1835. Sarah Ann Elizabeth, daughter of Belinda 

born January 3, 1836. H$Xrlett, daughter of Belinda born Deoem

ber 6, 1838. (This reoord was given Har"riett by Mrs. Harriett 

Bellinger, her mistress." Eaoh slave reoeived a similar one on 

bein~ freed.) 

As a ohild Harriett played about the premises 

of the Bellinger estate, leading a very oarefree life as did 

all the slave ohildren belongtng to Edmond Bellinger. When she 
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was about twelve years old she was given sma.ll ta.sks to do 

such as kn-itting a pair of stockings or dusting the furniture 

and ample time was given for each of these assignments. 

158 

This was a \ery large plantation and there was 

always something for the score of slaves to do. There were the 

wi~e acres of cotton that must be planted, hoed and gathered by 

hand. A special ba.tch of slave women did the spinning and weaving, 

wilile tho se who had been taught to sew, made mo st of the clothing 

worn by slaves at that time. 

Other products grown here were rioe, corn, sugar

c~~e, fruits and vegetables. Much of the food grown on the planta

tion was reserved to fesd the slaves. While they must work hard to 

complete their tasks in a given time, no one was allowed to go 

hungry or forced to work if the least ill. 

Very little had to be bought here. Candles were 

ffiade in the kitchen of the "big house," usu~lly by the cook who 

was helped by ot~er slaves. These were made of beeswax gathered on 

the plantation. Shoes were made of tanned dried leather and re-in-

forced with brass capSj the large herds of oattle, hogs and poultry 

furnished sufficient meat. Syrup and sugar were made from the cane 

t:lat was carried to a neighboring mill. 

Harriett remembers her master as being exceptionally 

kind but very severe when his patienoe was tried too far. Mrs. 

Bellinger was dearly loved by all her slaves beoause she was very 

thoughtful of them. Whenever there was a wedding, frolic or holiday 
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or quilting be~J she was sure to provide some extra ngoodyB 

and so dear to the hearts of the women were the oast off olothes 
," 

she so often bestowed upon them on these oooasions. 
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The slaves were free to infits those from the neigh

boring p~~ntations to join in their sooi8.+ gatherings. A Negro 

preaoher delivered sermons on the plantation. Servioes being held 

in the ohuron used by whites after their servioes on Sunday. The 

preaoher must always aot as a peaoemaker and mouthpieoe for the 

master~ so they were told to be subservient to their masters in 

order to enter the Kingdom of God. But the slaves held seoret 

meetings and had praying grounds where they met a few at a, time 

to pray for better things. 

Harriett remembers little about the 'selling of slaves 

beoause this was never done on the Bellinger plantation. All slaves 

were oonsidered a part of the estate and to se~l one, meant that 

it was no longer intaot. 

There were rumors of the war but the slaves on the 

Bellinger plaoe did not grasp the import of the war until their 

master went to fight-on the side of the Rebel army. Many of them 

gathered about their., mistress and wept a.s he left the home to whioh 

he would never return. Soon after th~t it was whispered among the 

slaves that they would be free, but no one ran away • 
• 

After living in plenty all their lives, they were forced • 

to do without ooffee, sugar salt and beef. Everything available 
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was bundled off to the army by Mrs. Bellinger who shared the 

popular belief that the soldiers must have the best in the way 

of food and olothing. 
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Harriett still remembers very clearly the storming 

of Fort Sumpter. The whole co.untryside was thrown ~nto confusion 

and many slaves were mad with fear. There were few men left to 

establish order and many women loaded their slaves into wagons 

and gathered such belongings as they could and fled. Mrs. Belling

er was one of those who held their ground. 

When ~the Union soldiers visi ted her plantation they 

found the plantation in perfect order. The slaves going about their 

tasks as if nothing unusual had happened. It was necessary to sum

mon them from the fields to give them the message of their freedom. 

, Harriett reoalls that her mistr~ss was very frightened 
,I 

but walked upright and held a trembling lip between her teeth as 

they waited for her to sound for the last time the horn that had 

summoned several generations of human chattel to and from work. 

Some left the plantation; others remained to harvest 

the crops. One'and all they remembered to thank God for their free

dom. They immediately began to hold meetings, singing soul stirring 

spirituals. Harriett recalls one of these songs. It is as follows: 

T'ank ye Marster Jesus, t'ank ye, 

T'ank ye Marster Jesu., t '-ank ya, 

\ T'ank ye Marster Jesus, t'ank ye ! 

, Da. Heben gwinter be my home. 
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And no mot driver's holn to blow fer me 

No mo' stooks to fasten me down 

Jesus break slav'ry chain, Lord 

Break slav'ry chain Lord, 

Break slav'ry chain Lord, 

Da Heben gwinter be my home. 

\ 

Harriett's parents remained with the widowed woman for 

161 

a 'while. Had they not remained, she might not have met Gaylord 

Jeannette, the knight in Blue, who later became her husband. He 

was a member of Company "I", 35th Regiment. She is still a bit 

breathless when she relates the details of the military wedding 

t!lat followed a whirlwind courtship which had its beginning on 

the citadel green, where the soldiers station~d there held their 

dl'ess parade. After these parades there was dancing by the soldiers 

and belles who had bedecked themselves in their Sundsy best and 
(, 

come out to be w~ed by a soldier in blue • . ' 

Music was furnished by the military band which offered many 

patriotic numbers that awakened in the newly freed Negroes that had 

long been dead- patriotism, Harriett recalls snatches of one of 

these songs to which she danced when she was 20 years of age, It 

::'8 as follows: 

1 Don f·t you see the lightB1ng flashing in the cane brakes, 

Looks like we gonna have a storm 
Although you're .istaken its the Yankee soldiers 
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Old master was a colonel in the Rebel army 

Just before he had to run away-

Look out the battle is a-falling 

The darkies gonna occupy the land. 

Harriett believes the two offioers who tendered oon-

gra~ulationsahortly after her marriage to have been Generals 

Gates and Beecher. This was an added thrill to her. 
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As she lived a ra.ther secluded life" Harriett Gresham 

Jan tell ve~'y li ttle about the eupersti tions of her people during 

slavery" but knew them to be very reverent of various signs and 

omena.In one she places much credenoe herself. Prior to the Civi~ 
f. 

War" there were hordes of ants and everyone said this was an omen 
"-

or war, and there was a war •. 

She was married when schoole were set up for Negroes, 

';,)ut had no time for sohool. Her ma.ster was adamant on one point 

a',1j that was the danger of teaohing a slave to read and wri te, 

so Harriett received little "book learning.-

H(U'riett Gresham is the mother of several ohildren, 

~-:!,3.ndchildren and great gra.ndchildren. Many of them are dead. 

:~~le lives at 1305 '1J.Test 31st street, Jacksonville, Florida. wtth a 

,':::-and daughter. Her seoond husband is also dead. She si ts on the 

of her shabby oottage and sews the stitohes that were taught 

~:';r by her mistress, who is also dead. She embroidel's, orochets, 
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knits and quilts without the a.id of glasses. She likes to show 

her handiv/ork to passersby who will find the!Jlselves listening 

to some of h~r reminiscences if they linger long enough to en

cage her in conversation- for ehe loves to talk of the past. 
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She still corresponds with one of the children 

of her mistress, now an old woman living on what is left of a 

once vast estate at Barnwell, South Carolina. The two old women 

are very much attached to each other and each in her letters helps 

to keep alive the memories of the life they shared together as 

mistress and slave. 
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Bolden Hall was born in Walkino, Florida, 

a little town in Jefferson Oounty, on February 12,1853, 

the son of Alfred and Tina. Hall. The Halls!who were the 

slaves of Thomas Lenton, owner of seventy-five or a 

hundred slaves, were the pa.rents of twenty-one ohildren. 
~'.' . ~"- . 
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The Halls, who wer e born before -ala.Y.ery worked on the large 

plantation of Lenton whioh was devoted primarily to the 

growing of ootton and oorn and seoondarily to the growing 

of tobaooo and pumpkins. Lenton was very good to his 

slaves and never whipped them unless it was absolutely 

neoessary- whioh was seldom' He provided them with~~ty 

... .of food a.nd clothing" and always saw to it that their oabias 

were liveable. He was oareful, however, to see that they 

reoeived no eduoational training; but did not interfere with 

their religious quest. The slaves were permitted to attend 

ohuroh with their masters to hear the white preaoher, and 

oooasionally the master- supposedly un-beknown to the slavea

would have an itinerant oolored minister preaoh to the slaves, 
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instruoting them to obey their master and mistress at 

all times. Although freedom oame to the slaves in Jan

uary, Master Lenton kept them until May in order to help 

him with his orops. When aotual freedom was granted to 

the slaves,'only a few of the young ones left the Lenton 

plantation. In 1882 Bolden Ball oame to Live Oak where 
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he has resided ever since. He married/but his wife is now 

dead, and to that union one ohild was born. 

Charlotte Ka.rtinf . ~ --

Charlotte Kitohell Martin, one of twenty 

children born to Shepherd and Luoinda Mitohell, ,eighty-

two years ago, was a slave of Judge Wilkerson on a large 

plantation in-Sixteen, Florida, a little town near Madison. 

Shepherd Mitohell was a wagoner who hauled whiskey from 

Newport News,Virg1nia for his owner. Wilkerson was very 

oruel and held them 'in oonstant fear of him. He would not 

permit them to hold r~~~g,ious meetings or any other kinds 

of meetings, but they frequently met in s~oret to oonduot 

religious servioes. When they were oaught, the "instigators"

known or suspected- were severely flogged. Charlotte reoalls 

how her oldest brother was whipped to death for taking part 

in one of the religious oeremonies. This oruel aot halted the 

seoret religious servioes. 
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Wilkerson found it very profitable to raise 

and sell slaves. He selected the strongest and best male 

and female slaves and mated them exolusively for breeding. 

The huskiest babies were given the best of attention in 

order that they might grow into sturdy youths, for it was 

those who brought the highest prioes at the' slave markets. 

Sometimes the master himself had sexual relations with his 

female slaves, for the produots of misoegenation were very 

remunerative. These offsprings were in demand as bouse sar-
1 

vants. 

After slavery the Mitohells began to separate. 

A few of the ohildren remained with their parents and eked out 

tne1r living from the soil. During this period Charlotte began 

to attraot attention with her 'herb oures. Dootors sought her 

out when they were stumped by diffioult oases. She oame to 
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Live Oak to oare for an old oolored woman and upon whose death 

she was given the woman's house and property. For many years 

she has resided in the old shaok, farming, making quilts, and 

praotioing her herb dootoring. She has outlived her husOSnd for 

WAom she bore two children. Her daughter is feebleminded- her 

herb remedies oan't oure her!; 
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Born in Benton County, Mississippi nearly 

eighty years ago, Sarah is the daughter of Harriet Elmore 
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and William Donaldson, her white owner. Donaldson was a very 

cruel man and frequently beat Sarah's mother beoause she would 
( 

not have sexual relations with the overseer, a oolored man by 

the name of Randall. Sarah relates that the slaves did not 

marry, but were forced- i~ many cases against their will- to 

live together as man and wife. It was not until after slavery 

that they learned about the holy bonds of matrimony, and many 

of them aotually married. 

Cotton, corn, and rice were the ~hief products 

grown on the Donaldson plantation. Okra also was grown, and 

from this produot ooffee was made. The slaves arose with the 

sun to begin their tasks in the fields and worked until dusk. 

They were beaten by the overseer if they dared to rest themselves. 

No kind of punishment was too oruel or severe to be inflioted 

upon these souls in bondage. Frequently the thighs of the male 

slaves were gashed with a saw and salt put in the wound as a means 

of punishment for some misdemeanor. The female slaves often had 

their hair out off, espeoially those who had long beautiful hair. 

If a female slave ... pregnant and bad to be punished, she was 



Sla.ve Interview 
Alfred Farrell 
L1 ve Qak, Florida 

Page 5 
FEO 169 

whipped about the shoulders, not so muoh in pity as for the 
, 

proteotion of the unborn ohild. Donaldson's wife oommitted . 
suioide beoause of the oruelty not only to the slaves but to 

her as well. 

The slaves were not permitted to hold any 

sort of ~eeting, not even to worship God. Their work consumed 

so muoh of their time th~t they bad little opportunity to.con

gregate. They had to wash their clothes on SUnday, the only day 
which they could oall their own. On sunday afternoon some of the 

slaves were sent for to entertain the family and its guests. 

sarah remembers the coming 01 tne Y~nkees and 

the destruotion wrougnt by their appearanoe. The soldiers stripped 

the plantation owners of their meats, vegetables, poultry and the 

like. Many plantation owners took their IO~ lives in desperation • . 
Donaldson kept his slaves several months after liberation and 

defied them to me ntion freedom to him. When he did give them free

dom, they lost no time in leaving his plantation which held for 

them only unpleasant memories. Sarah oame to Florida thirty-five 

years ago. She has been married twioe, and is the mother of ten 

children, eight of whom are living • 
• 
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Rebeoca Hooks, age 90 years, is one of the few among 
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the fast .. ·thinning ranks of ex-sla.ves who oan give a olea.r pioture 

of life abefo' de wah." 

She was born in Jones County, Georgia of Martha and 

Pleasant Lowe, who were slaves of Willi~ Lowe. The mother was 

the mulatto offspring of William Lowe and a slave woman who was 

half Cherokee. The father was also a mulatto, purohased from a 

nearby planta.tion. 

Because of this blood mixture Rebecca's parents were 

kno~n as "house niggers," and lived on quarters located in the rear 

of the Wbig house," A "house nigger" was a servant whose duties con

oieted of chores around the big house, suoh as butler, maid, oook, 

stableman, gardner and personal attendant to the man who owned him. 

These slaves were often held ,in high esteem by their masters 

and of oourse fared much better than the other slaves on the planta

tion. Quite often they were mulattoes as in the case 'of Rebecca's 

parents. There seemed to be a general belief affiong slave owners that 

mUlattoes could not stand as much laborious work as pure blooded Negro 
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slaves. This accounts probably for the fact trAt the majority 
"\ 

of ex-sla.ves now a.live are mula.ttoes • ., 

The Lowes were originally of Virginia and did not 

own as much property in Georgia. as they had in Virginia. Rebecca 

estimates the nunber of slaves on this plantation as numbering 

no more than 25. 

They were treated kindly and oruelly by turns, accord

ing to the whims of a master and mistress who were n,me too stable 
., 

in their dispositions. There was no "driver" or overseer on thi~ 

plantation, as "Old Tom was devil enough himself when he wanted to 

be," observes Rebecca. While she never felt the full foroe of his 

cruelties, she often felt sorry for the other slaves who were given 

a task too heavy to be completed in the given time; this deliberate-

lYI so that the master might have some excuse to vent his pentup 

feelings. Punishn;ent was always in the fOl'ln of a severe whipping or 

revocation of a slave's privilege l such as visiting other .planta-

tionsletc. 

The Lowes were not wealthy and it was necessary for· 

"' them to raise and manufaoture as many things on the plantation as 

possible. Slaves toiled from early lPorning until night in the· corn, 

cotton sugar cane and tobaooo fields. Others tended the large herds 

of cattle from whioh milk, butter, meat _nd leather was produced. 

'l'b.e leather was tanned and made into crude shoes for the slaves 

for the short winter months. No one wore shoes except during. oold 
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weather and on SUndays. Fruit orchards and vegetables were a.lac 

grown, but not given as much attention as the cotton and corn, 

as these were the main money crops. 

As a ohild Rebecoa learned to ape the ways of her 

mistress. At first this was considered very amusing. Whenever she 

had not knitted her required number of socks during the week, she 

simply informed them that she had not done it because she had not 

wanted to- besides she was not a tlnigger." This stubbornness' 

accompanied by hysterical tantruffis continued to cause Rebeoca to 

receive many stiff punishments that might have been avoided • Her 

master had given orders that no one was ever to whip her, eo de

vious methods were en~ployed to punish her I such as marching her 

down the road with hands tied behiJ her back, or locking her in 

a dark room for several hours with only bread and water. 

Rebecca resembled very much a daughter of William Lowe. 

The girl was really her aunt, and very conscious of the resemblanoe. 

Bot11 had brown eyes and long dark hair, They were about the same 

height and the clothes of the young mistress fitted Rebecca tllike 

a glove." To offset this likeness, Rebecca's hair was always out 

very short. Finally Rebecca rebelled at having her hair all out off 

and blankly refused to submit to the treatment any longer. After 

this happening, the girls formed a dislike for each other, and 

Rebecca was guilty of doing every mean act of whioh she was oapable 

to torment the white girl. Rebecoa's mother aided and abetted her in 
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this~ often telling her things to do. Hebecca did not fear the 

form of punishment administered her am she had the cunning to 

keep "on the good side of the master" who had a fondness for her 

"because she was so much like the Lowes." The mistress' demand 

that she be sold or beaten was always turned aside with nDear~ 

you know the child oan't help itj its that cursed Cherokee blood 

in her." 

There seemed to be no very strong oppoai tion to a. 

slavets learning to read and write on th~ plantation, so Rebecca 

learned along with the white children. Her father purchased books 

for her with money he was allowed to earn from the sale of corn 

whiskey which he made, or from work done on some other plantation 

duxing his time off. He was not permitted. to buy his freedom, how-

ever. 

On sundays Rebecca attended church along with the 

other slaves. Services were held in the white churches a(ter their 

services were over. They were taught to obey their masters and work 

hard~ and that they should be very thankful for the institution of 

slavery which brought them from darkest Ifrica. 

On the plantation, the dootor was not nearly as pop

ular as the "granny" or midwife, who brewed medicines for every ail

!Hent. Each plantation had its own "gra.nny" who alao served the mis

tress during oonfinement. Some of her remedies follows: 

For colds: Horehound tea, pinetop tea, lightwood drippings 
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on sugar. For fever: A tea made of pomegranate seeds and crushed 

~int. For whooping cough: A tea made of sheep shandy (manure); 

catnip tea. For spasms: garlic; burning a garment next to the 

skin of the patient having the fit. 

Shortly before the war, Rebecca was married to 

Solomon, her husband. This ceremony consisted of simply jumping 

over a broom and having some one read a few words from a book, 
i' 

WIlic mayor may not have been the Bible., After the waif, many oouples 

we:ce reD'larried because of this irregulari ty. 

Rebecca had learnea of the war long before it ended and 

knew its iLport. She had oonfided this infol'l'nation to other slaves 

who could. read and write. She read the small newspaper th9.t her mas

ter received at irregular intervals. The two sons of william Lowe 
I 

had gone to fight with the confederate soldiers(One never returned) 

and everywhere was felt the tension caused by wild speculation as to 

the outcome of the war. 

Certain conlmodi ties we:ce very soaroe Rebecca renletlbers 

:lrinking coffee made of-okra seed, that had been dried and parahed. 

There was no silk, except that secured by "running the blookade," 

and this was very expensive. The snokehouee floors were carefully 

2craped for any mOBsel of salt that might be gotten. Salt had to be 

C!vepora ted fron: sea water and t~li s was a slow process. 

There were no disorders in that section as far as Rebecca 
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remembers, but she thinks that the slaves were kept on the 

Lowe plantation a lone time after they had been freed. It was 

only when rumors oame that Union soldiers were patrolling the 

oountrys1de for suoh offenders, that they were hastily told of 

their freedom. Their fornler master predicted trJ.8.t they woul4 

fare Illuoh worse as freemen. and so many of tlleJn were afraid to , 
venture into the world for themselves, remaining in virtual slavery 

for many yea.rs afterward. 

Rebecoa and her husband were among those who eeft the 

pla.ntation. They share-oropped on various plantations until they 

o&nle to Florida, whioh is more than fifty years ago. Rebeccate hus

band died several years ago and she now lives with two daughters, 

WilO are very proud of her. 
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Lying oomfortably in a bed enoased with white sheets, Rev. 

Squires Jackson, former slave and minister of the gospel living 

at 706 Third street cheerfully related the story of hi. life. 

Born in a weather-beaten shanty in Madison, Fla. September 

14, 1841 of a large family, he moved to Jacksonville at the age 

of three with the "Master" and hi. mother. 
I 

Very devoted to his mother, he would follow her into the 

ootton field 8S she picked or hoed cotton, urged by the thrash

ing of the overseer's lash. His master, • prominent political 

figure of tha t time was very kind to his slJlves, but would not 

permit them to read and wrIte. Relating an incident afber hav

ing learned to read and write, one day as he was reading a 

newspaper, the master wal~ed upon him unexpectlng1y and demanded 

to know what he was doing with a newspaper. He ~ediately 

turned the paper upside down and deolared "Con federates done 

WOn the war." The master laughed and walked away without 

punishing him. It i8 interesting to kr10w that slaves on this 

plantation were not allowed to sing when they were at work, but 

with all the vigilance ot the overseers, nothing could stop those 

silent songs of labor and prayers for freedom. 

On Sunday. the boys on the plantation would play home ball 

and shoot marble. until ohuroh time. After church a hearty meal 
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consisting of rioe and salt pioked pork was the usual Sunday 

fare oooked in large iron pots hUng over indoor hearths. Some

times coffee, made out of parohed oorn meal, was added 8S an 

extra treat. 

He remembers the start of the Civil war with the laying of 

the Atlantic Oable by the "Great Eastern" being nineteen years of 

nee at the time. Hearing threats of the War whioh was about to 

begin, he ran away with his brother to Lake City, many times hid

ing in trees and groves trom the posse that W88 looking for htm. 

At niGht he would cover up his faoe and body with spanish moss to 

sleep. One nle;bt he hid in a tree near a creek, over-slept him

self, in the morning a group of white women fishing near tl1B oreek 

saw him and ran to tell the men, fortunately however he esoaped. 

After four days of wearied travelline being guided by the 

north star and the Indian instinot inheri~ed from his I~dlan 

Grandmother, he finally reached Lake City. Later reporting to 

General Saott, he was informed that he waa to aot as orderly 

until filrther ordered. On Saturday morning, February 20, 1861, 

Goneral Scott oalled him to hi8 tent and said "SquireJ tlr have 

just had you appraised for $1000 and you are to report to Col. 

Glliat in Alachua County for servioe 'immediately." That very night 

he ran allay to Wellborn where the Federala were oamping. There in 

a horse stable were wounded colored soldiers atretched out on the 

filthy ground. The sight of these wounded men and the feeble 

mediaal attention given then by the Federals was 80 repulsive to 
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him, that he deoided that he didn't want to join the Federal 

ArT;~. In the silent hours of the evening he stole away to 

::'allahassee. throughly oonvinoed that War wasn't the plaoe for 

1:. L'3 " While in the horse shed make-shift hospital, a white 

soldier. asked Ona of the wounded oolored soldiers to what regi

:ment he belonged, the negro replied "54th Regiment, Masaac1ruBe~t8. 

At that tlme_ the only railroad was between Lake City and 

Tallahassee whioh he bad worked on for awhile. At the olose ot 

the war he returned to Jaoksonville to begin work aa a bricklayer. 

~lr1ne this perlod_ Negro skilled help was very muoh in demand. 

The first time he saw ioe was in 1857 when a ship brought 

SO!;18 into this port. Mr. Moody, a white Mn, opened an icehouse 

2t the foot of Julia Street. This was the on"ly ioehona6 in the 

city at that time. 

On Sundays he would attend ohurch. One day he thought he 

heaI'd the call of God oeaeeohing him to preach. He began to 

preach in 1868, and was ordained an elder in 1874. 

30:';e of the interestinG facta obtained from this slave ot 

tllO fourth Bonera tlon ware: (1) Salt was obtained by evapora ting 

8e3 water, (2) there were no reeu1ar stoves, (3) cooking waa done 

by hanging iron pots on rails in the fireplaoes, (4) an open well 

TIns used to obtain water, (5) flour was sold at $12.00 a barrell, 

(G) "shin-plaster." waa used fo~ money, (7) the first buggy wa. 

cnlled "rockaway." due to the ela8tioity of the leather-springe. 

(3) Rev. Jaokson aaw his first buggy ea deaoribed,in 1851. 



Sla'Va Interview 
SllnrtlO 1 J ohnaon 
Jac}cS onville, Florida 

Page 4 
FEe 1~1 

During the Civil War, oloth as well a8 all other oommodities 

were very hieh. Slaves were required to weave the oloth. The 

YJOI1Cn would delic,ht in ds. noing as they marched to and fro in 

vi8aving the cloth by hand. This was one kind of work the slaves 

enjoyed doing. Even Cotton seeds was picked by band, hulling the 

seeds out with the finBers, there was no way of ginnine it by 

machine at that time. Rev. Jackson vividly recalls the crokeI-

sacl{s being used around bales of the finer cotton, known as short 

cotton. DurinG this same period he made all of t...~e shoes he wore 

by hand fro~ cow hides. The women slaves at that time wore grass 

shirts woven very closely with hoops around on the inside to keep 

fram contacting the body_ 

Gleefully he told of ths Saturday night batba in big wooden 

w8ffhtubs with cut out holes for the fingers durine his boyhood, 

of the castor oil, old fashion paragorio, calomel, and burmo chops , 
used for medicine at that t:lme. The herb doc'Gors went i'rom home 

I 

to home during times of 111::1689. Until many yeal's after the 

Civil \7ar there were nO practicing "IITegro physioians. Soap was 

nada by mlxin~ bones and lard together, heating and then straining 

into a bucket co~tainin~ alum, ~lrpenting~ and rosin. Lye soap 

was ~ade by placi'l'lG burnt ashes into straw with CI:Orn shuoks plaoed 

into harper, water is poured over this mixture and a trough 1s 

used to sleze the liquid that drips into the tub and let stand 

for a day. Very little mOBB was used for mattrosses, ohicken 

feathers and goose feathers were the principal c~8tltuents dur-

ing his byhood. Soot mixed with wat~r 1188 the beat medioine one 
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Rev. Jackson married in 1882 and has aeven sons and seven 

dall{1',hters. OWns his own home and plenty of other property around 

tho neighborhood. Ninety-six years of age and stIll teels .a 

spry as a man of fifty, keen of wit, with a memory as good can be 

expected. This handsome bronse piece of humanity with snow-white 

benrd over his beaming faoe ended the interview saying. "I am 

waitine nOW to hear the oall of God to the promise land." He 

once was oonsidered 8S a oandidate for senator after the CIvil war 

but deolined to run. He says that the treatment during the time 

of slavery was very tough at times, but gathering h1maelf up he 

said, "no storm lasts forever" and I had the faith and oourage ot 

Jesus to oarry me on, oontinuing, "even the beat masters in a1avery 

~o·~tldn 't be as Good as the "orst person in ;r".eedom, Oh. God, it 

is good to be free, and I am thankful." 
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A long grey beard,. a pair of pieroing owl-like eyes 

and large b~re feet, mark "Prophet" Kemp among the citizenry 

of Daytona Beach, Florida. The "Prophet", christened John 

Henry- as nearly as he can remember- is an 80 year old ex

slave whose remininiscences of the past, delight all those who 
',"c.. 

can prevail upon hi~ to talk of his early life on the plantation 

of the section. 

"Prophet" Kemp does not talk.only of the past~ however, 
I 

his conversation turns to the future; he believes himself to be 

equally competent to talk of the future, and talks more of the 

latter if permitted. 

Oketibbeba County, Mississippi w's the birthpl&oe of the 

"Prophet". The first master he can remember was John Gay, owner 

of a plantation of some 2,700 acres and over 100 slaves and ~ 

heavy drinker. The "Prophet" calls Gay "fa~tler", and becolle s ve.ry 

vague when asked if this title is a blood tie or a name of whioh 

he is generally known. 

According to Kemp- Gay was one of the meanest plantation 
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owners in th8 entire section l and frequent~y voioed his pride 

in being able to employ the oruelest overseers that could be 

found in all Mississippi. Among these were such men as G~T~ 

Turner,N'els T.Thompsonl Billy Hole, And.eew Winston and other 

men with statewide reputations for brutality. When all of the 

cruelties of one overseer had been felt by 'the slaves on the 

Gay plantation and another meaner man's reputation was heard of 

on the Gay plantation, the master would delight in telling his 

slaves that if they did not behave J he would send for this man. 

"Behaving"- the "Prophet" says, meant living on less food than 

one should have; mating only at his co~mand and for purposes 

purely of breeding more and stronger slaves on his plantation 

for sale. In some cases with women- subjecting to his every demand 

if they would escape hanging by the wrists for half a day or 

being beaten with a cowhide whip. 

About these whippings, the "Prophet" tells many a 

blood-curdling tale. 

n One day when an old woman was plowing in the field, 

an overseer ca.: e by and reprimanded h~r for being so slow-

one gave him some back tal~, ne too~ out a long closely woven 

whip and lashed her-severely. The woman became sore ~nd took. 

her hoe and chopped him right across his head, and child you 

should have seen how she chopped this man to a bloody death." 

"Prophet" Kemp will tell you that he hates to tell 
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these things to any investigator, beoause be hates for people 

to know just how mean his "fahter- really was. 

186 

So great was the fear in whioh Gay was held that 

when Kemp's mother, Arnette Young l oomplained to Mrs. Gay, that 
. 

ber husband was constantly seeking her for a mistress and threat-

ening her with death if she did not submit, even Mrs. Gay had to 

advise the sla.ves to do as Gay demanded, saying-"My husband is a 

dirty man and will find some reason to kill you if you don't." "I 
\ 

oanlt do a thing with hipm.~ Since Arnette worked at the "big house" 
\. -

there was no alternative, and it was believed that out of the union 

rrith her master, Henry was born. A young slave by the name of 

Broxton Kemp was given to the woman as husband at the t~e John Kemp 

was born, it is from this man that r"Prophet" took his name. 

Life on the plantation held nothing but misery for the 

slaves of John Gay. A week's allowance of groceries for the average 

small family consisted of a package of about ten pounds containing 

crudely ground meal, a slab of bacon- called side-meat a.nd from a 

pint to' a quart of syrup made from sorghum, depending upon the season. 

All slaves reported for work a 5 ololock in the morning, 

except those who oared for the overseer, who began their work an 

hour earlier to enable the overseer to be present at the morning 

cheokup. This cheokup determined which slaves were late or who had 
i 

co~~itted some offense late on the day before or during the night. 

These were Singled out and before the rest of the slaves began their 
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work they were treated to the sight of these delinquents being 

stripped and beaten until blood flowed; women were no exception 

to the rule. 

The possible loss of his slaves upon the declaration 

of freedom on January I, 1866 caused Gay considers.ble concern. 

His liquor-ridden mind was not long in finding a solution, however, 

he barred all visitors from his plantation and~. insisted that his 

overssers see to the carrying out of this detail. They did, with 

such efficiency that it was not until ~y 8, when the g$vernment 

finally learned of the condition and sent a marshall to the planta

tion, that freedom came to Gay's slaves. May 8, is still celebrated 

in this section of Mississtppi. as the offici~l emancipation day. 

Relief for the hundreds of slaves of Gay came at last 

with the declaration .of freedom for them. The. govp.rnment officials 

di vided the grown and growing crops; and some land was parcelled 
\ 

out to the former slaves. 

Kemp may have gained the name "Prophet· fron! his con

stant reference to the future and to his religion, He says he be.., 

lieves on one faith, one Lord and one religion, and preaches this 

belief constantly. He claims to have turned his back on all re

ligions that "do not do as the Lord says.· 

In keeping this oelief he says he represents the 

"True Primitive.Baptist Church", but does not have any connection 

with that church, because he believes it has not lived exactly up 

to what the Lord expects of him. 
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Kemp ol~ims the ability to read the future' wi th ease; , 

even to help determine what it will bring in some oa.ses.He reads 

it in the palms of those who will believe in him; he determines 

the good and ba.d lack; freedom from sickness; sucoess in love and 

other benefits it will bring from the use of oharms, roots, herbs 

and magica.l inoantations and formulae. He has recently celebrated 

what he believes to be hie 80th birthday, and says he expects to 

live at least another ~uarter of a century. 
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Barbara Darsey. Approxi050 words 

nYes maam,chila, I aint suah ezackly , but r 

think I bout 85 mebby 86 yeah old. Yes maam, I wUs 

suah bahn in de slavery times, an I bahn right naah 

de Li ttle Bock in Arkansas, an dere I stay twell I 

corned right from dere to hesh in Floridy bout fosh 

yeah gone. 

"Yes maam, my people de liv on a big plantation 

neah de Little Rock an we all hoe cotton. MY Ma? Lawzy 

me,chile, she name Zola Young an YD3 pappy he name Nelson 

Young. I had broddehs Danel, Freeman, George, Will, 'and 

Henry. Yes maam, Freeman he de younges an bahn after we 

done got free. An I had sistehs by de name ob Isabella, 

Mary. Nora, ---- dat aint all yet, you want I should name 

em all? Well then they.wa~ too Celie ~ Sally, and ~e Cindy 

but I aint my own slsteh 1s I, hee,hee,hee. 

"My Ole Massa, he name Jlarse Louis Stuart,. an 1D3 

Ole Missy, dat de real ole one you know, sha name, ----now

let-me-see,does -I-ricollek, lawzyme,chile, I suah fin it 

· hard to member some things. O! yes,- her name hit war Missy 

l~ancy, an her chilluns dey name ~ttle Marse SL..m1ie an L1 ttle 

Missy Fanny. I don know huccum my pappy he go by de name 

Young when Ole Kassa he name Marse Stuart lessen mf pappy 

he be raised by nother Yassa fore Marse Louis got him, but 
/ 

I dlsrememba does ·I aber heard him say. 

"Yes maam, chile I sush like dem days • We had lot 
26719 
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ab fun an nothin to worrify about, suah wish dem days 

wus now,chile, us niggahs heaps better off den as now. 

Tis always had plonty eat and plenty wearin close too, 

which us aint nevah got no more. We had plenty cahn 

pone, bak~d in de ashes too, hee,hee,hee, it shore wus 

good, an we had side meat, an we had other eatin too, 

what ever de Ole Marse had, but I like de side meat bes. 

I had a good dress for ~unday too but aint got none dese 

days, jes looky,chile, dese ole rags de bes ! got. MY 

Srulday dress? Lawzy me,chile, hit were alway a bright 

rod cotton, I suah member dat color, us dye de cotton 

right on de plantation mostly. Other close I dont 

ezackly ricollek, but de mostly dark, no colahs. 

"My rna, she boss all de funerls ob de niggahs 

on de plantation an she got a long white veil for 
I 

wearin, lawzy me, chile, she suah look bootifnl, jes 

lak a bride she did when she boss dem funerls in dat 

veil. ;:jhe not much skeered nether fo dat ve~l hit 

suah keep de hants away. Wisht I haa me dat veil 

right now, mout hep cure dis remutizics in rna knee 

'v'lhat ailin me so bad. I disrememba , but I sposen she 

got buried in dat veil, chile. She hoe de cotton so 

Ole Ma~§e Louis he always let her off fo de buryings 

cause she know how to manage de other niggahs and 

keep dem quiet at de ~~~~ 
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"No maam, chile, we didnt hab no Preacher-mans 

much, hit ,too fah away to git one when de niggah die. 

We sung songs and. my rna she say a Bible vurs what Ole 

Missy don lernt her. De vurs, lawsy me, ,chile, suah 

wish I could member hit for you. Dem songs? I don jas 

recoll~k, but·hit seem 18k de called' Gimme Dem ~olden 

~lippahs', an a nother one hit wah' Ise Goin To Haben 

In De Charot Oh Fiab', suah do wish I could recollek 

de words an sing em foh you, chile, but I oaint no 
I , 

more, my min, hit aint no good lak what it uster1be. 

"Yes maam, chile, I suahheerd ob tftr. Linooln 

but not so much. What dat mans wanter free us niggahs ~t" 

when we so happy an not nothin to worrify us. No; maam, 

I didnt see none dem Yankee so~ers but I heard ad dem 

an we alwy skeerd dey come. US all ootch us rabbits an 

wesh de lef hine foots roun our nek wit a bag ob akker

fedlty, yesswm I guess ~at what I mean, an hit shore 

smell bad an hit keep off de fevah too, an if a Yankee 

catch you wif dat rab~it foots an dat akkeriadity bag 

roun youh nek,ha suah turn you loose right now. 

nYes maam, chile, Ise 8 Baptis a.nd sho proud 

ob it. Praise da tord and go to Churoh , dat de onliest 

wa.y to keep de debbil offen youh trail and den sometime 

he almos kotoh up wif you. Law.yme, chile, when de 

Preaaher-mans bapti:. me. he had duck me under de wateh 

twell I moa dron, de debbil he got ~ch a holt on me 
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an jes wont let go, but de Preacher-mans he kep a 
., : 

duckin me an he finaly shuok de debbil loose an he 

aint bother me much sence, Qat is not very much, an 

dat am a long time ago. 

nyes maam , chile, some ob de niggahs dey 

run ,off from Ole Marse Louis, but de alway come 

baok bout stahved. hee,hee,hee, an do dey eat, an 

Ole Marse, he alpay take em baok an give ~m plenty 

eatins. Yes maam, he alway good to us and he BUsh 

give us niggahs plenty eatins all de time. When 

Crismus come, you know chile, hit be so cole, and, 

Old Marse, he let us make 8 hig fish, a big big 

fiah i Il de yshd ro.un which us live, an us a:!-1 dB.1lce 
I 

round, fish. and Ole 14issy she brang us C:rismus Gif~. 

,Vhat war de giff? Lawzy me • chile, de mostly red 

woolen stockings and some times a pair of shoeses. 
-

an my. \~s we proud. An 81a Harsa Louis , he giv de 

real old niggshs, both de mens an de owmans, a hot 

toddy, hee,hee,hee. Lawzy me, chile, dem wus de good 
I 

days, who give an ole niggah like me a hot toddy dese 

days? ~ talkin you bout dem days '. ,chile, sho mek me 

wish dey wus now." 

• 
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Sla.. Int."1w 
P&:1atk Ilt ,lorida 

Rand&.ll Lee of &00 ~...nson 3treet. Palatka. Florida. was bora at Camden. 

';outn ~arolln!l about lIeTent),-seTen years ago, maybe lon.r. 

He was the son of Robert IUl~ 1)elbl a Lee. who during slaYer, •• re Robert 

and ')elhiil :.~11ler. taldn~ the name of their muter. as _119 tho oustom. 

His muter was Dootor iliiller altd his mistress Wng Mrs. Camill. Miller. 

He does not lenow his !last.,'s gl .... n name as no other nace was eTf)r heard around 

the pla.ntatbn, exoe;t j)ootor Ull1er.' 

Randall was fl small boy ll!len the war 'b.twe~n the states broke out. but 

jttdgln, from what he remeillbers he mu3t have been a boY' Ill'oulld six or sft'en 

years of age. 

ouring the fen. years he spent in slaTery, Randall hed many exper1enoes 

w:lioh made s'JOh deep impressions llpon h1s brain that the mamory of them stIll 

StIlven ye'l S of age is 1h-e statement that he was not old enough to ha_ tasks of 

Il ny i mportfilno8 plao&d u~:ion him. yet. he ... s trusted alon, w Ith another boy 

about his o'l'fn age, to oarry butter fro, the plaDtatlon dalr1 two miles to the 
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fbi g hou ... ' JIG one w011ld trust a .oh11d 1011nger tbaa .1 x yean of ... to 

hardle 'but~.r for tear or it being clrQp;l.ct into the dirt. He mllst h.e at 

le;i8t re.ohed the age when he as sent two m11es with a paokage and was ex-

()eoted to dell .. r the paokage lBtaot. ae must ha.ft tmarstood 'tbe neoess1t, 

of not ~)lay1ng on the W&l. He stated tbat he knew not to stop on the two-

:.111. Jotune,y and not to let the lNtter get d1rty. 

RaalaU hrad. t ~ .,l_sure of oato bln, the pi, for his fatber for DoCltOI" 

. 111er gaYe Slioh ot his best legro man a pig to ral. for h1IUself and ta1l111' 

He was allowf.ld to bulld a pen tor 1 t and ral ... nd fatten 1 t for killing. 

i'hen killlng time came he was glftn time ·to butoher It and ,rind all the. 

sallsage he could make to feed h1s falld.ly. B:/ that method It helped to sol ... 

the reoding problo wand also 8at1 sf'led the sla ..... 

. It was 110" 11ke 80 many tam111e8 11 'Y1ag U'cund & bi, hOlt. with a boss 

looking o_r tDell, for they .ere a11o ... a prl .. ll~e that •• r'l re. masters 

gave theIr slaves. 

on the Miller plantatitm there was a ootton g1n. Dentor Miller owned 

the i)ln and 1t was operflted by hls S1&:f88. He ITe. the oottol1e piolced 1t. 

b irmed 1 t and wove '1 t rigbt there. He al so had a baler and nude the b~ln, 

to bale 1 t with. He onlJ h~ to buy the lron banels thad: hel IS the bales 

in'biot. 

'COotor tliller WIlS a r10h mu and bad a far reaohinl sl,bt Into now to 

'.vodc slllves to the best /ld. .. antage. He WIlS kind to them and 1m .. that the 

best way to ~.t the' best ollt of men "as to keep tbe • .,11 an4 hapPl. Hie 

fl.l'rlingament was "tart Iltl.1oh the pIBral waf in that he allowed the yoan, men 

und \'L)men to work tn the fields and the old women and a. tn old men to work 

around the hOllso. in the 6in and at the loom. The old WerDen mostly 41d the 

s ,)innlllg of thre~td and weaving of 0 loth although 1n S0018 insta.nces ])Oertor 

" -:.. (. \ 1-
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\11l1.r found a .an w~ w!t~ better ada?ted to .eann, than aAT of hls wanea 

slaT ••• 

per-yon. kept his ~lllntlltlon 11ndQr f.noe and moD who were 014 bllt strong 

!l.nd who had SOll8 knowledge of oarpentry were sent Ollt to keep the tenoe 1n re

ptlir and otten to build new ones. The t.,noep were Dot llke tbD .. of tolla,. 

They were built ot horizontal raUs about 81 x or s.Yen t.et lon~ rlUllllag .1,. 

zag tas hian. Inst.ad 0 t haring straight 11ne tenoe aad poets at regular pol nta 

they did not u.. l,)osts at all. The bottom rails Nsted UJ.XU the grcund and tbe 

zig,-zag tashi:>rl in whioh the, we-re laid gaTe strength to the teno •• 10 nall. 

were used to hold the rails in plsce. It stook was to be let 1n or out of tbe 

pl80e the planks were unlooked so to $p8t:1.k. and the stook allowed to enter 

after whioh they -.,ore laid baok as bef'ore. 

BOys and g1rls Ilnd..r ten 1_r8 ot a.ge were n_er s.nt into the tl.1et to 

wor< on the Miller plantat;o:l but were reqllir.d to 1IdJ.'ld th. sJlaller ohildren 

of the family and do chores arounrl the -b1, house- tor the Di1stress and her 

ohildren. suob work as mending was ta1lgbt the dota.tlo-minded ob11drera and 

tending food on the pots was allo1:ed oth,ers with inborn abl11ti to oook. The, 

were tr~at.d well and taught 'manners' and later was used as dWng room 

;i rls a4·:1 nurses. 

RaDdaUts !at.ler and mother were oonsldered luolq. Hls lath., was OYer

seer' and his l10ther was a wlli tress. 

DOotor villar was a k1Dd ed. 0 <maiderate ooer; n .... r ben ..... in polsbe 

lng slaves unl«.;s in extreme Oa3«98. 10 o~x.r. wnite or oolored oould whlp 

his sle."f8s without first bringing the 131."8 before him and h_lnC & fall. 

understanding liS to what the ottense was ~ It 1 t warranted whipping tDlIl 1 t 

had to be given in his presellOe SJ he oould see tbat It was not ,1'ftD &In

mero1 fully. He indeed was a dootor and praot1sed hi s professioD ln the 
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keeping of! hi. s la.e. trca bodUy harm as weU as 1ceop1Dg them _11 _11. ae 

gave the •• ed101ne when they did not ·t .. l .ell anei saw to It t ... t tbe,. took 

needed re.t 1t they weI" siok and tired. 

low. Robert L ... RaDiall's tattle:o. was brQ1gbt troll Vlrgln1a alld 801d to 

{)Jotor Miller wbeD he was a yOWlg maL The one who 101d him told Dootor 

}JUler, "Rere's a Ill.or wlJ) WGllt take a wh1pp1n,. Ha Imows hi. wort an. w111 

do 1t and aU 1011 will •• d to do Is tell bim wbat you want and its as ,GOd as 

don •• - Robert Lee n.er Yarled troll the reoommaJdatiOl'l hi. former master pft 

~yhen he sold hlm. 

The old tale of cOI'n bread baleed on the b.u-th o ... red wlth ubi. anel 

sweet potatoes oooked in 11ke lI&II1er are YlYld m,.,r1e. llPOIl tbe mlnd. of 

R_Mall. Sfrllp water and plent)' 0 t sweet and bt.&tter milk, 1'108 and 01'110 klinl 

breud are other toocls whioh were plent1flll around the aabin ot RudaU '8 

parents. 

co'~S ware llWIar'OllS and tne fami11 ot J)Oe.tOI' .utller did not need much 

for their ooneumpt1on. \\'hlle they sold milk to 1l81gbborlng plaDtat'ions, 

tne lfegro. were not denied the amount necessary to keep all strong and 

heltlthy. None of the ohildren on the plantation }vere th1n and !'!orflWllY nor 

did they ever complain of being hltngry. 

The tannins yard was not tal' trom the hOLl. of Doator :.111er. His own 

butcher sho~ was nearby. He hid hi. 00\llB bl1tohentd at inte"als and. "hen 

one died ot IInnatuml Oal1S88 it was SIdWlecl and the hi. taMed 011 the 

RaDdall as a ohil-i delighted in sto?,plnc 1I"0w1<1 the taDDiIl& ,ant and 

I'mtohin&. the men salt the hidl. The),_ atter salUn, it dUI hole an4 'bIlrlCl 

l. t for a number of days. Atter the salt1n& proo88s was finish" 1 t was 

treated with a solution of water and oak bark. When the oak lu&l'1c soll1tloa 

h'ld done 1 ts worle it was ready for II.. SIlO" m._ of l-.ther W8r_ not e1, •• 



fAt tha.t tl.e but tbe natural oolor of the tin1shed hi .. was tbJught wry 

beautiful and too. who were luoky eJ¥)u~h to possess a pa1r were ~lad to 

gat thell in their neural oolor. 'l'O dye aOO.a ftrlous oolons 1s a new tblnl 

;ihen the nWlber of years lea~her has been dye:! 1s oCBpared with the huner.lis 

of years people knew noth1n, a.bout it. esp.alally .~er1oa.n people. 

a"mall's paternal gandparezats were also owned by Dootor Killer uacl 

were DOt sold after he bought tbea. Ley1 Lee wa.s b1s ,randfatber's name. He 

was a fine lIIorker 1n the field but _0 taken eut of It to be tallght the 11».-

l1!:1kers trad.. The master ;1 aGed him under .. white snoemaker .. lD ta\lght hill 

all t he fine po! nts. It there were any, he kn.ew about the trade. Dr. Miller 

h ~ an e.,8 tor bUS1:1esS who oou1d malee shaes was III greut sa"f1.n, to hbl. LeY 1 

made all the shoes and boots thll mISter, mistress an1 the 14iller ta1ll.1y wore. 

Besides, he made &11>4115 fat' the sl_as woo "re th.~ lot all slaws Oliled a 

pair of shoes. BOYS and girls under eisht •• n went bra-tooted exo.pt in winter. 

')c ~tOl" :.,;111er had 0 Oi1l'pasS ion for tnell and did not allow them to sulfe r trom the 
I 

ool:.i by going b.u-e-footed in winter. 

Arlothergood tb1n~ to b. relBflllbered was the lar~;e nWlberot'oh1alc •• , 

d'.loks and ";883&1 'tIuioh the sla_s ralS6d tor the dootor. EYer'i 81& .. family 

cool d rest hi stint d bodl11~jOn a teather bed for it wag allowed him att.r the 

iilembers of the IDsster's tamily were supplied. Moss mattresses a.lso were used 

under the feather bedsand slay_ 41 d not need to haft as tb1 ~ Ii feather b.d 

011 that lI.ooQlnt. The " were Qo,otortable though an:! RaZllall Nuembers how he 

and the other ohildren used to tall down in thct middle of the bid and beom. 

hidden from vi_, so soft was tho lel1ther mattress. It 198.8 eSJ:ieo1allf good 

1.:0 get in b«i in w1nter but not so pl_sant to get up unless 'pappy' had lIade 

the fire e!t.r!y enough for the large oa..-room oabin to get warm. The .b11clrea 

oall.d their own p ... n"te 'pallP" and 'lI3&l1llBf' 1n .la .... r1 tiMe. 



... 
Ra.M&ll re.mbe", how atter a foot-washta, 1ft. the 014 woocle. to. (whioh, 

by the WilY. wU'S 11IIp11 a b..-rel otJt ill balf and holes Gilt in tb. two al •• 

for r In,era to oatoh a hold) he 1u1II11d sit III t~VI ainute. with his teet he14 

to the fint 10 thel oo~ld dr7- ae alao said hi. 'JlaDlDl1' wQ.l14 r"b vease 

:.lllder the sw.e. of hi. t.et: to kee;) MIll trom taldng oeld. 

It seemed to tn, ohild that h' hid. Jllst gone to bed wheD the 014 tallow 

oandle VI"S 11fJ1tod aDd hil tpaP1>,' arose and. tell upon hi. kn .. s and pra,e 

alou.d for OOdts ble881np /lnd tbaDked hlm tor al¥)ther da,. The tlelcl bands 

were to be in the field by flYe o'oloolc: a .. 11t m~JIt to rise beto ... da,. swamer 

and willter. Hot so bed in swamer for 1t _S soon clay btlt in winter tile .ather 

,vas oold and darkness was lonpr passin, away. When -t11;ht oa.e tleld hands 

~.aJ been "ork1.tl~ till hOllr or lIDre. Robert Lee. Ra.saU'. lather waa an o.r-

5 .. r and 1 t meant for him to be up and Oilt with the rest ot tJae men so he .auld 

see 1 f thing. were £olng allrlgbt. 

The RardaU Ilhil:1ren _roe iaot foroed u? early blOCH they did .DOt eat 

brellkfa.st w1 th thltir 'pa?P1'. Their raother was dlnlne-roCBl ,1rl 1n her ml stress' 

nouse.so f.d the obi ldl"'en rl(5ht fr 0m' the WUler table. Th ... was no obj_tlon 

offered to this. 

DOotor IlUl.l~ was kintt out he dId not want hi. alav.1I enlljlte_d too 

nuoh. rkl ... f'ore. he did DOt allow m~()h pN&l:abin, 1n the OD1rob.. They oo\lld 

h a'fe prayer ... t1n, a II tn., wanted to. out laatr~,otlon. !rom tbe Bible wr. 

t!loU&ht d!i.ngerou S for the ,1..,... ae ell d not wlsb them to beoolle too wl .. aacl 

get 1 t into tbeir h_ds to rc _a1 and get fre •• 

There was talk about treedam aael J)Dfottor Miller knn 1 t .cul d be onl, a 

:natter ot tI.e wheD be w"adel looee all his s l .. ea. ge .,aid te RaDliall's 

:lK)ther one day, "Delhia you'll 8GOn b. as tree as I..... She .al" .Sho' .t 

IIIlSS;.r?" and he answered. -you SW'8 wUl.. 10tblallllO'" _8 sa14 to .., of tile 



81 ••• qtU __ l"IIaa'. arll1 eaa. tb ... ·, •• o,Up_. 'he .1 ••• ,lit, weN t ..... 

The pr •••• e of the so141.rs oaQ.' .\lob .. 0.,.0,10. areaD. t'. p1 .... 

tiOD that RaDliaU'. mlIl4 ... a. IDd.llb1, ll11re8 •• d with theird.i ••• 

!be urtbera 80ldl .... t.k aU the fcd '1Ie1 0.14 get their b .... o. 

Randall. and .. 1'» was n •• a after hi. , •• na1 &randt'atber. was put on .. _le 

and tbe JIIl1. load.d with pl\')Tls10nlS and s.nt two 1111. to tile .01.6rt , _ap. 
Levi liked that. tor -b.alda bel., _11 tra_ted he recelft ..... ra1pl ••• s of 

mon.,_ Th. tederal .o1cU.rs i'la,recl with hill aDd ._ him all the food b. 

wanted. altlnugh tb. Killer sl ..... aD. tb.lr ob11c1r.n _1'0 t.d and th.re w.s 

no "asCID fur tho abild to be bungry. 

LII'f'~ t.u. the grandtather of '0Wl~ X..l and Raalall. h.t a drea •• )alle 

the soldiers .or •• -IILIJIil~ rawa4 .. 'bMlt tbe pi... a. 4r ..... __ t .. pot .f 

IDOne,. W&8 b&lrl«l In ..... t .. ln pl. .. e, tho person wiD 81»wed 1 t to him tel" hla 
. . 

to &0 di, tor 1 t on the tlrat ralDJ a1pt. 80 kept til. "' .. 11 •• eor.' ... o. 

tho first ra1n1 Dlsht he .o.t. 4t1s. md t_d the pot of __ yr1C!lt wla.n hi' 

dr.am blWl told h1m It wOIl14 b. He ~0Gk 'lao pot of aoa., to hi. o&lIla .... tel. 

no OA, a.lythl., .bout It. s. Mel l~ as aoollNl, lUI posslbl •• 'but .... II~. 

aoldlere .... Mal"ob1q tor ,014 •• 4 .11 ... r .u, t-, .. 4 .. t 1_. '". ,,,1'0" 
• oab1n o~t ot tb ••• arob. "heD th., fowa. tbe JIOA., tbit, tlloupt ~.1·. _n.r 

bad g1.8.o hi. the aODe, to bide ... th., took It tr_ hili. Len lIOumod • loa, 

t1 •• about the 1018 of bl. ao .. , and ott., tol. hi. vandab11hn that h •• oa14 
~. 

have be. w.ll flad .h.n tr .. cIoII au. lf b. bid BOt beon r.bocl of hi •• a.,. 
-pa4dyrol •• as the _n .er ••• Ued- .. tIt weI" ••• t by the a.bel. t. _tala 

the .lav.s to ·p ..... nt tbell" •• oapin, elwin, war t1ll •• were • .,., uti. aft.r 

t'r .. doa. T'-1 lAtlJ11datecl •• Me,"_ &84 tbftateJMd tb ... 1th lea. of I1f. 1t 

th., 414 aot It.l .4 • .-Ie fer 'h.lr toraOl' ..t..... DDotol" JIlll.r tid _t •• 1It 

, 
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!.DJ' of hIs slaTe. treated In s\.\Ob aanner. He told tnea the)' were tree an4 

ooul d ta.ke whatever n ••• they d.sired. 

Robert L •• , durJ.., alawry was Robert !f111er, I1S were all ot the doator's 

slaves. .A.f'ter ~laY8r'y .. s eB:le. he o~se the name Lee. Hls beother Aaron 

took the name Alexander not tblnkln, bow it looked for two brothers of the 

same parents to haTe dltterent surnames. There are SOIlS of eaoh brother 

li'Y1ng in Palatka now, one set Lees and the others, Alexander • . 
Ramall, a..'3 was formerly stated, E?ent a very little tllTle in slavery. 

Most of his knowledge oonoerning oUlStoms whIuh long ago h ...... been abandon. 

and replaoed by more modHrn o,n_. 1s of early reoonstruotlQn days. Just 

after the Ci T11 War, when hi s father began farmin, on his olin pI antatlon. , . 

his motber romained home and oared tor her hou_ and ohll ~.,n. :rhe WLIIJ of 

fa1r oomplexion. hl1vln~ bettn the dall&bt.r of a halt-breed Indian and Hegro 

lllother". H~r father waswhlte. Her n'1tlYe state "as Vilginla and she bON 

SO.'!!e of the arlstooratio traits so ~ammon al1lOng those born in that state ot 
• 

:-Hl0n parentage. 3be often boasted of her. "blue blood VirginIa stock." 

Robert Lee, RamaU's father was Yery prosperous in early reoorl:3truot1on 

days. He owned horses. uules 8.nii a ?low. Tbe plow wu msie fit point iron 

wi th a wooden handle, not 11ke plows of' today for the, ~. of oast 1 ron and 

steal. 

Ghiu kens, duoks and geese were rn1sect ill alundanoe and mone:r bega.n ao-

oumulating rflp1d1l for Robert and Delhil1 Lee. Theybeglln if!proving thelr . 

;)roperty and trying to gl-.. their obildren sorne edlloatlon. It was .,ert bard· 
.wn 

for thoe. 11 vini in small towns and out 1n the Gauntr1 to go to soho()l/tLo~,h 

the, had. money to pay for theIr edl1Oatlon. The nortb sent teaohers down but, 

not every hamlet was favored wIth Stlo!\. (1) 

RllIXh.l1 was taught to farm and he learned well. He sa .... d hi. mone, as 

h. worDd and V.'" to aanhood. Y-r8 after freedolll h. leCt south ·Carolina 
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and went to Palatka. '101'1 .... "We be 1. ted .. ,. He boIllat ,ome land •• 

altboup _at of it is b.-ook lud ..... JaGt .ob .... be bu at intel"ftll 

bee" offered good prl_ tor it. SOIli. wbi. pe.,l. dvial tke -boo.- of 

1~a6 ... 26 .ttere' hi. a I .. doll .... aa .. " tor It wt be r.rued to s.ll 

tbinkln, a b.tt.r pri ..... CIIIl4 ,. ott.,... It b. b.l. OA. (2) 

TOday til.8 Rudall I.e •• lUI .14 ••• 1tA talrl, SOd h_ltlta he' .... d 

that h. hid IlOt bid III doator tor 1.rs aDd bl, tblaJd.., fao,,1.1. are 1n 1004 

ord.... Hl •• ,esl&ht Is taUI". but he does ao~ aUow til .. " to hlUldloap Illa 

in getting about. H. talks tllleatly .laoat ",b'- he ...... 1"11 OGllGerlllAS 

slaYer,. and t.htlt whlcb hi 1.1 parents told hlll. 8. i, b ..... a DIll .. tto ... 

brown slein with good. lIi_d grayllad blaok: hair. HI, te .. tares are r.cu ... 
not sbowing ~aah I.gro blood. 8e 11 tall a:ld look. to we 19b about OAe hu.-•• 

and sixty-fl. pounds. Hl, .U. 11 •• witb hia ill th.ir two-stor, true bOGse 

whiah abo.., tbat tn.)' tu~_ hill 'bett.r 4&1' !lnalDially. !b. maa aa4 wlf. both 

show interest in the progoes8 of the 116p"~ rao. alld p08S." 101M books a .. " 

the .h1story of the •• gro. ODe book of p .. tlot1l .. interest. aDd of "hlob tb. 

wlf. of Ralllall Lee tb1nka a veat &t.al. was writt ... aGOorelia, to h .. Ito .. ,. 

b'! Jopa BrOW4. It 1s oaU.d -!b. Hlstor1 of the COlor.4 R •• la Amerioa.-
. . 7:~;'.l 

she oould aot tul'l but a fe. psp. of 1 t Wh.D 1n,,"1.ecl br: 4eol .... eIle bid 
. A 

the f_ psg .. prodlloed by h .. g ••• information oOlloerDln, til •• evo. Lo_.,o, 
of st. lPDtS • .,i.our!. It 1& the eame maa tor whom tne olty of Lo-Jo,. 

Illinois 1. nued. The other book ahe hol. w1 th prl. anel Cl.lrcls Jealo.l, 

i!eThe colle. of Lit.- lay .... y Daftaport lorttrop D.O •• Honorabl. Jo.pb 

R. Qay and Prot.,or I. oar~and Pe.. It was e.ered. aoool'dln, to the let of 

()mv.ss in the ,.~ 1900 by Horao. c. wry, in the otrloe of tbe Ltbl"lLl'l •• 

of conV." at ruhlngtoJle D. C. (3) 
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• Pap tell us 'nether storytbout do war - and 'bout 

de fust time you saw mamma.· 

It has been almost 60 years sinoe a group of 

children gathered about their father's knee, clamoring for 
I 

another story. They listened round-eyed to stories they al-

204 

ready knew beoause ·pap· had told them so many times before. 

These narratives along with the great ohanges he bas seen, were 

carefully reoorded in tne mind of Edward, the only one of this 

group now alive. 

-Pap· was a.lways ready to oblige with the story they 

never tired of. He oould always be depended upon to begin at the 

beginning, for he loved to tell it. 

-It all begun with our ship being took off the ooast 
, /~\ 

of New port News, Virginia. We wuz runnin' the b10okade- sellin' 
I .' 

'...........-
guns and what-not to them Northerners. We aint had nothin' to do 

wid de war, unnerstand. we English- folks was at1;er d; money. Whose 

War? The North and South's, of oourse. I hear my captain say many 

a time as how they was playin' ball wid the poor niggers. One siie 
) j 

saystycu oant keep your nigger~essen you pay em and treat em like 
/ 
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other folks.' Mind you. dat wasnt de rale reason, they was mad at 

de South but it was one of de ways dey oould be hurtea- to free 

de niggers." 
~ 

"De South says -Dese is our niggers and wetll do 

dum as we please, and so de rumpus got wss dan it was afore. '!'he 

North had all do money, and called itself de Gov'ment. The south 

aint had nothin', but a termination not to be out-did, so we dealt 

wid de North. De South was oalled de Rebels." 

"So when dey see a ship off they ooast, they hailed it 

and when we kep goin', they fired at us. 'fwan't long afore we was 

being unloaded and marched 011 to· the lousiest ja11 I ever been in. 

My captain kep tellin' em we was English subjeots ani oould not be 

helt. }fe, I was a soa1rt man, o~use I was always free, and over here 

dey took it for granted da; all black men should be slaves.-

U The jailer felt of my musoles one day, when he bad 

~arched me out at the point of his musket to fil~ de Watering troughs 

for de horses. He wanted to know who I blong ter, and offered to buy 

[ie. When no bod.y ol~1mea. me, . tutly was :t'orced to le1i me go long wid de 

other Britishers and as our ship had been destroyed, we had to git 

back home best we could. Dey didn't dare bold US. no longer." 

nAs de was was still being fit, we was forced to sep

arate,'oause a lot of us woulQ cause spicion, traipsing 'bOut do ooun~. 

kle- I took ott sou tnwara and way from de war belt, traveling as far a8 
. 

Saint Augustine. It wa.s a dangerous journey, as anybody was liable to 

piok me off for a runaway slave. I was foroed to hide in de day time 
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if I was near a settlement and travel at night. I met many run

away slaves. Some was trying to get North and fight for de free

ing of they people; others was jes runuin t way cause dey could. 

Many of dem didn't had no idea where dey was goin' and told of 

havin' good marsters.But one and all dey had a good strong notion 

ter aee what it was like to 01lD. your own body. n 

• ,y 
-I felt worldB better when I r~hed Saint Augustine. 

Many ships landed there and I knowed I oould get my way back at 

least to de West Indies, where I oome frum. I showed my papers to 

everybody dat mounted ter &nything and ~y knowed I was a free 

nigger. I had plenty of money on me and I made a big ter do mong 

de other free men I met. One day I went to the slave market and 

watched em barter off po niggers lake dey was hogs. Whole famili~s 

sold together and some was split- mother gone to one marster and 

father and children gone to others,- , 
• -They'd bring a slave out on the flatform and open his 

mouth~ pound his chest, make him harden 8is musoles so the buyer 

could see what he was gittin'. Young men was oalled'buoksland 

young women'wenches'. The person that offered the best price w&s 

de buyer. And dey shore did g1t rid uf some pretty.gals. Dey alwa~ 

looked so shame and pi tiful up on dat stano. wid al.i. dem men staI1\iil~ 

dere lookinl at em wid what dey had on dey minds shin1n' in they 

eyes One little gal walked up and left her mammy mourning so pitiful 

cause she had to be sold. Seems like dey all beloI'..g in a family 

where nobody ever was sold. My she was a pretty gal.-
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BAnd dats why your mamma's named Julia stead of Mary 

Jane or Hannah or somethint else- She cost me $950.00 and den 

my own freedom. But she was worth it-every bit of itS-

"After that I put off my trip baok home and made 

her home my home for three years. Den with our two young ohild

ren we left Floridy and went to' the west Indies to live. We tra~

ed bout a bit gettin as far as England. We got letters from your 

ma's folks and dey jes had to see her or else somebody would'er 

died, so we sailed baok into de war.ft 

ftFreedom was declared soon after we got back to dis 

ccunte, and de whole oountry was turned upside down. De po niggers 

went mad. Some refused to work and dey didn't stay in one plaoe 

long 'nough to do a thing. De crops suffered and soon we had starva-
/ 

t~on times for 'bout two years. After dat everybody lernt to think 

of a rainy day and things got better.-

Edward reoalls of hearing his father tell of eating wild 

hog salad and cabbage palms. It was a oommon occurence to see whole 

far.:il1es BUBsisting on any wild Plan~wn to be poisonous if it 

contained the least food value. The freedmen helped those who were 

newly liberated to gain a footing. Prior to Emancipation they had not 

been allowed to assooiate with slaves for fear they might engender 

in them the desire to be free. The freedmen bore the brunt of the 

white manls suspioion whenever there ;BaS a slave uprising. They 

were always aoousing them of being inetigat6rs. Edward often heard 
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his mother tell of the .patter-rollers", a group of white men 

who oaughh and administered severe whippings to these unfortunate 

slaves. Thye also cforraled slaves baok to their ma.sters if they 

were oaught out after nine otolookat night without a pass from 

their masters. 

George Lyourga.s was born at L1'g~pool,Engla.nd and 

beoame a seaman ~t an early age. Edward thinks he might have had 

a fair eduoation if he had had the ohanoe. The mother, Julia Gray, 

Lycurgas, was the daughter of Barbara arid David Gray, sla.ves of the 

Flemings of Clay County, Florida. 

These' slaves were inherited from generation to gene

ration"and no one ever thought to sell orie exoept for punishment or 

in dire necessity. 'They were treated kindly and like most slaves of 

the wealthy, had no knowledge o~ the real cruelties of sla.very, but 

upon the death of their owner it beoame neoessary to paroel the 

slaves out.to different heirs, some of whom did not believe in hold

ing these unfortunates. These would-be aboli t1on1sts,were rot averse 

to plaoing at auotion their share of the slaves, however. 

It was on this ocoasion tha.t George Lyourgas saw and 

bought the girl who was to beoome his wife. Both are now dead, also 

~,l~ or tne 8everal ohildren exoept Ed.1rard who '5~lle the1:z: atory here. 

Edward Lycurgas was born on Ootober 28, 1872, at Saint 

Augustine, Florida shortly after the return of the family from the 

West Indies. He lived on his father's farm shering at an early age 

the hard work that seemed always in abundanoe, and listening in awe 
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to the stories of the recent war. He heard his elders give thanks 

for their freedom when they attended ohuroh and wondered what itw 

was all about. 

No one failed to attend church on Sundays and all 

work ceased in a vicinity where a camp meeting was held. Farmers 

flocked to the meeting from all parts of Saint Johns County. They 

brought food in their large baskets. Some owned buggies but most 

of them hauled their familiee in wagons or walked. The camp meet

ings would sometimes last for several days according to the spirit

ual fervor exhibited by those attending. 

Lycuxgas recalls the stirring se:mons and spirituals 

that rang through the woods and could be heard for several miles on 

a clear day. And the river baptisms! These climaxed the meetings 

and were attended by large crowds of whites in the neighborhood. -

All,candidatee were dressed in white gowns, stockings and towels 

would about their heads bandana fashion. Tow by two they marched 

to the river from the spot where they had dressed. There was always 

aome stiring song to acc~mpany their slow march to the river. 

"Take me to the water to be baptizedft was the favorite spiritual for 

this occasion. 

As in all things, some attended camp meetings for the 

opportunity it afforded them to indulge in illicit. love making. 

Others went to show their finery and there 'was pl~nty of it according 

to Lycurgas' statement. There seemed to be beautiful clothing~ fine 

teams and bugeies everywhere- a sort of reaction from the restraint 
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upon them in slavery. Many wpre olothing they oould not ~fford. 

There seemed to "be a deeper interest in politios 

during these times. ~ss meetings~ engineered by ·oarpet baggers· 

were often hel~ and largely attended, although the father of Edward 

did not hold with these activities very much. He often heard the 

preaoher point out Negroes who attended the meetings and attained 

prominence in politics as an example for members of "his flock to 

follow. He believes he recalls hearing the name of Joseph Gibbs • 
• 

Next to the preacher, the Negro school teaoher W&I 

held in greatest respect. Until the year of the "shake· (earthquake 
) 

of 1886) there were no Negro sohool teaohers on saint Johns county 

and no school buildings. They attended olasses a~ the fort and were 

taught by a white woman who had oome trom,ftup nawthft for this pur-
! h 

pose. Edward was able to learn very little from his blue back Webster 

beoause his help was needed on the farm. 

He was a lover of home, veJY shy and did not oare 

muoh for courting. He remained with his parents until their daaths 

and did not leave the vicinity for many years. He is still unmarried 

and resides at the Clara White Mis~ion, Jacksonville, Florida, where 

he receives a small salary for the piddling ~bs about the place that 
.J 

he/is able to do. (. 
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I.Perso~l interview with Edward Lyourgas, 611 West Ashley street, 
Jaoksonville, Florida 
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Mrs. VcCray was sitting on her poroh orooning softly 

to herself and rooking so gently that one might easily have 
.. 

thought the wind was swaying her ohair. Her eyes were closed, 

her hands inoredi bly old and workworn were slowly folding and 

unfolding on her lap. 

She 11st.ened quietly to the interviewer's request for 

some of the -high lights- of her life and finally exolaimed: 

-Chile/whylny you look among the living ferth. high lights?· 

There was nothing resentful in this expression; only 

the: patient weariness of one who has lreen dragged through the 

boundaries of a yesterday from whioh he was inseparable and 

oatapulted into a present with whioh he has nothing in oommon. 

After being assured that her life story _as of real intere8~ 

to SOIDI one she warmed up and talked qulte freel,. of the 11fe 

aTld times au they existed in her day. 

How old was she? She oonfesee. quite frankly that she 
a 

never -mowed- her age. She -~J\grownup during the Oivil war 
when ahe was commandered by Union soldiers (tftvading the oountry 

and employed as a oook. Ber owner, one lled41nC' Pam ell , possessed 
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a hundred or more slaves and was, aooording to her statem~nt 

very kind to them. It was on hie plantation that abe was.born. 

Amanda MoCray is one of severa.l ohi Jdren born to Jacob and Jlary 

Williams, the la.tter being blind sinoe Amanda oould remember. 

Ohildren on the Pamell planta.tion led & oarefree 

existenoe until they were about 12 years of age, when they were 

put to light ohores like carrying water and tood, plcking seed 

from cotton lint(there were no ootton gins), and.lnding the small

er children. !hey were duly sohooled in all the current supersti

tions and listened to the tales of ghosts and animals that talked 

and reasoned, tales common to the Neero today. Little .andy believes 
-f-

to this day that hogs oan see the wind and that all animals talk: 

like men on Christma.s morning at a oertain t1me.~ Children wore moles 

feet and pearl buttons around their neoks to insure ea.sy teething 

and had their legs bathed in a oonoootion of wasp nest and vinegar 

if they were slow about learning to walk. This was supposed to 

strengthen the weak limbs. It was a oommon ooourenoe to see a ohild 

of two or three years still nursing at the mother's breast. Their 

masters enoouraged the slaves to do this, thinking it made strong 

bones and teeth. 

At Christmas time the sla.ve children all trouped 

:0 "de big house" and stood outside crying ·Christmas gift" to their 

master and mistress. They were never dissapointed. Gifts oonsisted 

mostly of oa.ndies, nuts and fruits but there was always some useful 
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artiole of olothing inoluded, something they were not aooustomed 
(~' . 

to having. One little Mandy reoeived a beautiful silk dress from 
1\ 

her young mistreas, who knew how muoh she liked beautiful olothes. 

She was a very happy ohild and loved the dress so muohtbat she 

never wore it exoept on some speoial oooasion. 

Amanda. was tra.ined to be a house servant I learning 

to oook and knit from the blind mother who refused to let this 

handioap affeot her usefulness. She like~ best to sew the fine 

muslins and silks of her mi8tress~ making beautifu 1 hooped dressee 

tha.t required eight and ten yards of oloth and sometimes as many 

as seven pettiooat. to enhanoe their fullness. 

Hoope for these dresses were made of' grape-vines that 

were shaped while green and aured in the sun before using. Beautiful 

imported laoes were used to trim the pettiooats and pantaloons of 

the wea.lthy. 

The Pamell slaves ha.d a Negro minister who oould hold 

servioes an, time he ohose, 80 long as he did not interfere with 

the work of the other slaves. He was not obliged to do hard menial 

labors and went about the plantation "all dresse.d up· in a frook 

ooat and store~bought shoes. He was aore than a little oonso'ous 

of this and wae held in awe by the others. He often visited neighbor

ing plantations to hold his servioes. It was flom this minister that 

they first heard of the Oivil War. He held whispered prayers for the 

suooess of the UDion soldiers, not beoause freedom was so desirable 
.,.; 
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to them1but for other slav.es who were treated SO oruelly. There 
i 

~s So praying ground where nthe gra.ss never had a ohanoet ter 

grow fer the troubled knees that kept it orushed down." 

Amanda was an exoeptionally good oook and so 

widespread was this knowledge that the union soldiers employed 

her a.s a oook in their oamp for a short while. She does not remem
(>/ 

ber a.n.~ of their offioers and thinks theY,e were no better nor 
" , 

worse than the others. These soldiers oommitted no depredations in 

her seotion except to oonfiscate whatever they wanted in the way 

of food and olothing. Some married southern girls. 

Mr. Famell made ;and grants to all slaves who 

wanted to remain with him; few left, so kind had he been to them 

all. 
Life went on in muoh the same manner for Amanda's 

f&nily exoept that the ohi~en attended school where a. white 

teaoher instruoted them from a -blue baok Webster. ft Amanda was a 

young woman but she managed to learn to read a little. Later they 

had oolored teaohers who followed muoh the 8~e routine as the 

white. had. They were held in awe by the other.Negroes and every 

little girl yearned to be a teaoher, as this was about the only 

professional field open to Negro' women at that time. 

BAfter de war Negroes blossomed out with fine 

phaetons (buggies) and oeiled houses, and olothes-oh my!ft 

Mrs. MoCray did not keep up with the politiosof her 
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time but remembers hearing about Joe Gibbs, member of the Florida 

Legislature. There was much talk then of Booker T. Washington, and 

many thought, him a fool for trying to start a school in Alabama for 

Negroes. She reoalls the Negro post master who served two or three 

terms at Madison. She could not give hie name. 

There have been three widespread ·panios" (de

pressions) during her lifetime but Mrs. MoCray thinks this is the 

vmrat one. During the Civil Wa.r, coffee was so dear that meal was 

parched and used as a substitute but now l ~he remarked,"you oanft 

hardly git the meal for the bread." 

Her husb~~d and ohildren are .all dead and she 

lives with a niece who is no longer young herself. Ciroumstances 

are poor here. The niece eanns her living as laundress and domestio 

wol~ker, receiving a very poor wage. Mrs. MoOray is now qui te in

firm and almost blind. She seems happiest.talking of the past that 

was a bit kinder to·her. 

At present she lives on the northeast corner of 
-

First and Macon Streets. The postoffioe address is # 11, Madison, 

Florida. 
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"Up from Slavery· might well be oalled this 

short biographical sketoh of Henry Maxwell, who first 

saw the 11gh t of day on Ootober 17; '1859 in Lownes 

Oounty, Georgia. His mother Ann, was born in Virginia, 

and his father Robert, was born in South Carolina. , 
captain Peters, Ann's owner, bought Robert Maxwell from 

Oharles Howell as a husband for Ann. To this union were 

born seven ohildren, two girls- Elizabeth and Rosetta-
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and five Ooys- Richard, Henry, Simms, Solomon and BoDDie. 

After the death of CaptAin Peters in 1863, Elizabeth and 

Riohard were sold to the Gaines family. Rosetta and Robert 

(the father) were purchased from the Peters' ~state by 

Isham Peters, Captain Peters' son, and Henry and Simms were 

bought by James Bamburg, husband of. Izzy Peters, daughter of 

Captain Peters. (Solomon and Sonnie were born after slavery.) 

~ust a tot when the Civil War gave him and his 

people freedom, Maxwell' 8 memories of bondage-daye SIre vivid 

through the experienoe~ related by older Negroes. He relates 
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hunt esoaped slavee. He had a Negro youth hide in a tree some 

distanoe away, and then he turned the paok loose to follow him. 

One day he released the bloodhounds too soon, and they soon 

overtook the ~y an4 tore him to pieoes. When the youth f s mot~e,r 

heard of the atrooity, she burst into tears whi~h were only 
. 

silenoea by the threats of her owner to set the dogs on her. 

Maxwell also relates tales of the terrible beatings that the 

slaves reoeived for being oaight with a book or for trying to 

run away.' 

After the Civil war, th,Maxwell family:ras united 

for a short While, and later they drifted apart to go their various 

ways. Henry and his parents resided for a while longer in Lownes 

County, and in 1880 they oame to Titusville, with the two younger 

children, Solomon and Sonnie. Here Henry seoured work with a farmer 

for whom he worked for 112 a month. In 1894 he purohased a small 

orange' grove and began to oultivate oranges. TOday he owns over 

30 aores of orange groves a.nd oontrols nearly 200 more aores. He 

is said to be worth around .250~OOO and is Titusville's most in

fluenti~l and respeoted oolored oitizen. He is married but has 

no ohildren. (1) 
i 
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Titus B. Bynes, affeotionately known as "Daddy Bynes·, 

is reminisoent of Harriet Beeoher Stowe's immortal "Unole ~om· 

and Joel Chandler Harris' inimitable ·Unole Remus" with his white 

beard and hair surrounding a smiling blaok faoe. He was born in 

November 1846 in what is now Clarendon County~ south Carolina. 

Both his father, Cuffy, and mother, Diana, belonged to Gabriel 

Plowden who owned 75 or 80 slaves and ,as noted for his kindness 

to them. 

Bynes' father was a oommon laborer, and his mother 

aoted in the oapaoity of ohambermaid a~d spinner. They had 12 

children, seven ooys- Ab~a.ham, Tutus, Reese, Lawrenoe, Thomas, Biilie, 

and Hamlet- and five girls- Charity, Chrissy, Fannie, Charlotte, 
I 

and violet. 

When Titus was fi va or· six years of age he wa.s 

given to Plowden's wife who groomed him for the job of houseboy. 

Although he never reoeived any eduoation, Bynes was quiok to lea.rn. 

He oould tell the time of day and oould distinguish one newspaper 

fra.. another. He reoalled an incident whioh happened when he was 

a.bout eight years of a.ge whioh led him to oonoea.l his preoooiousness •. 

One day while writing on the ground, he hea.rd his mistress' little 

daughter tell her mother that he was writing about water. Mistress 

PloWden oalled him and told him tha. t if he were oaught writing aga.in 
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/hiS:t'ight arm would be out off. From then on his preooo!ousness 
l 

vanished. In regards to religion, Bynes oan reoall the sunday "-" servioes very vividly; and he tells how the Negroes who were 

seated in the gallery first heard a sermon by the white minister 

&n.d then after these servi·oes they would gather on the main 

floor and hear a ser.mon by a Negro preaoher. 

Bynes served in the Oivil war with his boss, 

and he osa remember the regiment oamp between Savannah, Georgia 

and Charleston, Sou'th Carolina. Hi~ mistress would not permit 

Bynes to aooompany his'master to Virginia to' join the Hampton 

Legion on the grounds that it was too oold for him. And thus 
. 

ended his wa.r d.a.ysJ After the war he went wi th his father to 

work on the Hodge Pla.ntation. When he was 20 years of age, his 

father turned him loose. Young Bynes rented 14 aores of land 

from Arthur Harven and began farming. 

In 1868 he left SOuth Carolina and oame to 

Florid&. He settled in Enterprise(now Benson Springs), Volusia. 

County where he worked for J ~C~ Hayes, a farmer ,for one year, 

after whioh he homesteaded. He next beoame a oa.rpenter and, as 

he sa.ys himself, • a jaok of all trades and.a master of none.· 

He married shortly after ooming to Florida and is the father of 

three sons-"eo my wife told me,· he adds with a twinkle in his 

eyes. His wife is now dead. He was prevailed upon while very ill 

to enter the Titusville Poor Farm where he has been for almost 

two years. (2) 
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Della Bess Hilyard, or "Aunt'Bess· as she is better 

known, was' born in Darlington, South carolina in 1858, the 

daughter of Rosier and Zilphy Hart, slaves of Gus Edwards. 

Both her parents were ootton piokers and as a little girl Della 

often went with her parents into the fields. One day she stated 

that the Ya.nkees oame through South Carolina. wi th knapsaoks on 

their shoulders. It wasn't until later that she learned the 

rea.son. 

When asked if she reoeived any eduoational training, 

"Aunt les~replied in the negative, but stated that the slaves on 

the Edwards plantation were permitted to pi ok up what eduoation 

they oould without fear of being molested. No one bothered, how

ever, to teaoh them anything. 

In regards to religion, "Aunt Bess" said tha.t the 

slaves were not told about heaven; they were told to honor their 

masters and mistresses and of the damnation whioh awaited them 

for disobedienoe. 

After slavery tba B&rt family moved to Georgie 

where Della grew into womanhood and at an early age married caleb 

Bess by whom she had two ohildren. After the death of Bess, about 

fifteen yeare ago, "Aunt Be$s" moved to Fort Pierce, Florida. 

While there she married Lonny Hilyard who brought her to' '1'1 tusvilJa 

where 8he now resides, & relio of bygone days. (3) 
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Taylor Gilbert was born in Shellman. Georgia. 
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91 years ago. of a oolored mother and a white father,nwhioh is 

why I am so whiten. he adds. He bas never been known t~ have 

passed for white, however, in spite of the faot that he'oould 

do so w'i thout deteotion. Da.vid Ferguson bought Ja.oob Gilbert from 

Dr. Gilbert as a husband for Emily, Taylor's mother. Emily had 

nine ohildren, two by a _hite man, Franoes and Ta.ylor, and sev~n 

'by Jaoob, only three of whom Gilbert remembers- Bettie, Rena, and 
-\ 

Annie. Tw~ of these ohildren were sent to sohool while the others 

were obliged to work on the plantation. Emily, the mother, was the 

oook'and washwoman while Jacob was therbutler. 

Gilbert, a good sized lad when slavery was at its. 

height, reoalls vividly the oruel lashings and other punisbments 

meted out to slaves who disobeyed their master or attempted to run 

away. It was the oustom of sla'ves who wished to go from one planta

tion to another to oaxry pa.sses in ca.se they were stopped as sus

pected runaways. FrequentlY slaves WOULd visit witnout benerit of . , 

passes, and as a result some suffered severe torturing. Often the 

sons of the slaves'owners would go ftnigger hunting" and nothing -

not even murder was too horrible for them to do to s~aves oaught 

without passes. They justified the~r fiendish aots by saying the 



Slave Interviews 
Alfred Farrell 
Titusville, Florida 

Page, 7 
no 224 

Unigger ft tried to run'&way w~en told to stop. 

Gilbert cannot remember when he oame to 

Florlda l but he olaims tnat it was many years ago. Like the 

majority of Negroes after slavery, he beoame & farmer whioh 00-

oupation he still pursues. He married onoe but -my wife got to 
, 

:messin f around with another man so I sent her home to her mother. u 

He oan be found in Mimms, Florida, where he may be seen daily 

hobbling around on hisoart~. (4) 
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An interesting discription of the slave days 

just prior to the War Between the states is given by Christine 

Mitchell, of Saint Augustine. 

Christine was born in slavery at saint Augustine, 

remaining on the planta,t1on until she was a.bout 10 years old. 

During. her elave day. she knew many of the elaves' 

on plantation~ in the Saint Augustine vicinity. Several of these 

plantations, she eays, were very large, a~d some of them had al 

many a8 100 slaves. 

The ex-slave, who is now S4 years old, reoalls that 

at least three of the plantations in the vioinity were owned or 

operated by,Kinorcans. She say~ that the Kinoroans were popularly 

referred to in the seotion &8 nTurnbull's Darkies,' a name they 

apparently resented. fhis caused many of them, she Qlatma,to 

drop or change their names to spanish or Amerioan surnames, 

Ohristine moved to Fernandina a few years atter her 
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freedom, and there lived near the southern tip of Aroella Island, 

where Negro e~Slaves lived in a small settlement all their own. 
" \.~, 

This settlement still exists, although many of its former res-

idents are either dead or bave moved away. 

Ohristine desoxibes the little Amelia Island 

community as praotically self-sustaining, its residents raising 

their own food, meats, and other oommodities. Fishing was a 

favorite vooation with them, and aome of them established them

selves as small merchants. of sea toods. 

Several of the tamil1esof Amelia Island, 

aocording to the ex-slave, were large onee~ and her own relatives, 

the Drummonds, were among the largest of these. 

Christine Kitchell regards herself as one of the 

oldest remaining ex-slaves in the Saint Augustine seotion, and is 

very well known in the neighborhood of her home at st. Francis 

and Oneida streets. 
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AN EX,. SLAVE WHO WAS REOOtJRCEF'OL 

In a little blacksmith shop at 1114 Madison Street, Pa.. 

latka, 'is a busy little horse-shoer who was born in slavery. 

eighty-seven years ago. Lindsey ·Moore. blacksmith, le .. _~ 
, . ;~ 

tanne., ex-marble shooting champion and a number of other 

things, represents one of the most resourceful fo~er slav •• 

yet' found in the state. 
• I . . .. 

Moore was born in 1850 on the plantation of John B. 

ovef~iree~~~ in Forsythe County, Georgia. He was one of the 

six children of lILiza Moore; all of them remained the 'prop

erty of Overtree antil freed. 

On the Overtree plantation the slave children were 

allowed con$iderable time for pl a:y until their tenth or 

twelfth years; Lindsey took full advantage of this oppor

tlUli ty and became very skillful at marble. shooting. Itw", 

here that he first learned to u't11ize his talents profi tab17. 

'Yassa Overtree t discovered ~le ability of Lindsey and ano-
i 

-
ther urchin to shoo t marbl eSt and be gan taking them in to 

town to compete with the little slaves of other owne~ •• '-here 

would be betting on the winners. 

Mr. Overtree won some money in this manner. Lindsey 

and his companion being cODsistent wtnner.. But Lindse7 
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saw possibilities other than the glory of hi. victories in 

this ~ew game; with pennie s that some of the spectators 

tossed him he began making small wager. of his own with his 

compet'tora, and soon had amassed ~~te a small pile of si1-

Ter for those d~s. 

AI though shoes were unheard-of in Lindsey' ~ youth, he 
. 

used to watch carefully whenever a cow was Skinned and ita 

hide tanned to ma.ke shoes for the women and the • folks in , 

the big house'. Through hi s attention to the tanning oper-
, 

ations he learned evel'Y'thing about tanning except one solu

tion that he could not discover. It "'as not un~11 years 1.

ter that he learned that the j ealousl7-guarded ingredint 
, 

was »lain sal t and water. :By the time he had learned 1 t, 

however, he had so mastered the tanning operations that he 

a.t once added it to his sources of 1i Telihood. 

Lindsey escaped much of the tal'm work on the Overtree 

place by learning to skillfully assist the women who made 

cloth out of the cotton from the fields. He grew ver,r fast 

a.t cleaning 'rods'. clearing the looms and other op.erations;' 

when, at .thirteen. it becSD8 ttme for him to ·piCk cotton 
. 

he had become so fast at helping with spinning and weighing 

the cotton that others had picked that he almost entirely e .. 

caped the picking himself. 

Soap-making W{:LI another of the plantation arts that 
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Lindsey mastered early. His ability to save ever" possible 
I 

ounoe of grease from the meats he oooked added m.any ohoice 

bits of pork to his otherwise meatless fare. he was able 

to spend many hours in the shade pouring water over oak 

ashes that other young slaves were passing picking ootton 

or hoeing potatoes in the burninG' sun. 

Lindsey's first knowl~dge of the approaoh of freedom 

Oame when he heard aloud brass band ooming do;wn the road 

toward the plantation playing_ a strange, lively tune while 

a numbe~ of ~oldiers in blue uniforms marched behind. He 

ran to t.lJ.e front gate and was o-rdered to take oharge 'of the. 

horse of one of the offioers in such an abrupt tone until 
I 

he 'begin to shaking in my bare feet!' ~ere followed much 

talk between the officers and Lindsey's mistress, with the 

soldlers finally go.ing into enoampment a short distanoe awa,: 

trom the plantation. 

The sol diers too~ oo~and of, the spring that was used 

for a water supply for the plantation, giving Lindsey ano

ther opportuni ty to make money. He woUld be sent from the , 
plantation to the sPring for water, and on the 11'83 back 

woUld pass through. the oamp of the soldiers. These would 

be happy to pay a. tew pennies for a oup of water rather than 

take the long hike to the Spring themselves; Lindsey would 

empty bucket atter bucket before finally returning to the . 

plantation. Out of his profits he bought his first· pair of 
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ihe sol diers finally depar.ted, wi th sJ.l but five of 

the Over.ree slaves joyouSly trooping behind them. Before 

leaving~ however, they tore up the railroad and its station. 

burning the ties and hea.ting the rails until red then twis

ting them around tree-trunks. Wheat fields were trampled 

by their horses, and devastation left on all sides. 

Lindsey and his mother were among those who stayed at 

the plantation. When freedom became gener&l his father be.,;. 

gai1 farming on a tract that was later turned over to Lind

sey_ Lindsey operated the farm for a while. but later de-

sired to learn horseshoeing, and apprenticed himself to a 

blackSl1li the At the end of three years he had become so pro-

ficient that his foromer master rewarded him with a five-dol-
• 

lar bonus for shoeing one horse. 

Po sse saing now the trade s of bl ack ami thing, tanning 

and wea.ving ... and-spinning. Lindsey was tempted to follow some 

of his fonner associates to the North, but was discouraged 

from doing so by a few who returned. complaining bitterly 

about the unaccustomed col d and the difficuJ. ty of making a 

living. He moved South instead and settJ.ed in the area a1'oo 

ound. Palatka. 

He is still in the section, being recognized as an 

excellent blacksmith despite his more than four .. score years. 
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Mack Mullen, 'a former slave who now lives 

at 521 W. First street, Jacksonville, Florida, was born 

in Amerious, Georgia in 1857, eight years before Eman-

oipation, on a plantation whioh oovered an area of approx

imately five miles. Upon this expansive plantation about 

200 slaves lived and labored. At its main entranoe stood ' 

a large white colonial mansion. 

In this abode lived Diok Snellings, the 

master, and his family. f.be snellings plantation pro

duoed cotton, corn, oats, wheat, peanuts, potatoes, cane 

and other commodities. The live stock oonsisted primarily 

of hogs and oattle. There was on the plantation what was 

known as a "crib," where oats,oorn and wheat were storad, 

and a "smoke house n for pork and beef. The slaves reoeived 

their rations weekly, it was apportioned aooording to the 

number in the family. 
\ 

Maok Kullen's mother was named Ellen and his 

father Sam. Ellen was "house woman" and Sam did the blaok-
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smithing. Ellen personally attended Mrs. Snellings, the 

masteris wife. Maok being quite young did not have any par-
I 

tioular duties assigned to him, but stayed around the Snell-

ings mansion and played. Sometimes "marster" Snellings would 

take him on his knee and talk to him. Maok remembers that he 

often told him that some day he was going to be a noble man. 

He said that he was going to make him the head overseer. He 

would often give him oandy a.nd money and take him in hi s buggy 

for a ride •• 

Plantation L~fe: The slaves lived in oabins 

oalled quarters, whioh were construoted of lumber and logs. 

A white man was their overseer, he assigned the slaves their , 

respeotive tasks. There was also a slave known as a. "oallerf 

He oame around to the slave oabins every morning at four 

o'olook and blew a "oow-horn" whioh was the signal for the 

slaves to get up and prepare themselves for work in the fields. 

All of them on hearing this horn would arise 

and prepare their meal. by six olclock they were on their way 

to the fields. They would work all day, stopping only for a 

brief period at midday to eat. Mack Mullens says that some of 

the most beautiful spirituals were sung while they labored. 

The women wore towels wrapped around their heads 

for proteotion from the sun,and most of them smoked pipes. 
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The overseer often took Maok with him astride his horse as he 

made his "rounds" to inspeot the work being done. About sun

dO'Wn,the lIoow-horn" of the oaller was blown and all hands 
-

stopped work, and made their way baok to their oabins. One 

behind the other they marohed singing nI'm gonna wait ttil 

Jesus Comes. 1I After arriving at their oabins they would pre

pare their meals; after eating they would sometimes gather in 

front of a oabin and cia'loe to. the tunes played on the fiddle and 

the drum. The popular danoe at that time was known as the 
/ 

( 
"figure danoe." At nine p.m. the oversee~ould oome around; 

everything was supposed to be quiet at that hour. Some of the 

slaves would "turn in" for the night while others would remain 

up as long as they wished or as long as they were quiet. 

The slaves were sometimes given speoial holidays 
( 

and on those days they would give "qui 1 ting !'i>artieail quilt making) 
J" / 

and danoes. These parties were sometimes held on their own plan

tation and sometimes on a neighboring one. Slaves who ordinarily 

wanted to visit another plantation had to get a permit from the 

master. If they were oaught going off the plantation without a 

permit, they were severely whipped by the ·patrolmen" (white men 

espeoially aSSigned to patrol duty around the plantation to pre

vent promisouous wandering from plantations and "runaways.") 

Whipping: There was a white man assigned 0 nly 

to whip the slaves when they were insubordinate; however, they 
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were not allowed to whip them too severely as ·Marste~ Snellings 

would not permit it. He would saY" a slave . is: of no use to me. 

beaten to death." 

Marria.ge: When one slave fell in lova ~wi th 

another and wanted to marry they were given a license and the 

matrimony was ·sealed.- There was no marriage ceremony per

formed. A license was all that was neoessary to be considered 

married. In the event that the lovers lived on separate planta

tions the master of one of themwould buy the other lover or wed

ded one so that they would be together. When this oould not be 

arranged they would have to visit one another~ but live on their 

respective plantations. 

Re~ig~qL The slaves had a regular churoh house~ 

whioh was a small size building oonstructed of boards. Preach

ing was oonduoted by a oolored minister espeoially assigned to 

this duty. On Tuesday evenings prayer meeting was held; on Thurs

day evenings, preaching; and on SundS}!s both m()rning and evening '; 

preaohing. At these services the slaves ~·.'ould "get happy" a.nd 

shout exoitedly. Those desiring to acoept Christ were admitted 

for baptism. 

Baptism: On baptismal day, the oandidates attired 

in white robes whioh they had made, ma.rohed down to the river 

where they were immersed by the minist.er. Slaves from neighboring 
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plantations .ould oome to witness this saored oeremony. 

Maok Mullen reoalls that many times his Wmarster· on going 
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to view a baptism took him along in -his buggy. It was a happy 

scene, he relates. The slaves would be there in great numbers 

soattered about over the banks of the river. Muoh shouting and 

singing went on. Some of the ·eisters" and "brothers" would get 

eo "happy" that they would lose oontrol of themselves and 'fall 

out." It was then said that the Holy Ghost had "struok tem. w 

The other slaves would view this phenomena with awe and reverenoe, 

and wait for them to ·oome out of it." "Those were happy days 

and that was real religion,· Maok Mullen said. 

Eduoation: The slaves were not given any 

formal eduoation, however, Mullen's master was not as rigid 

as some of the slave-holders in prohibiting the slaves from 

learning to read and write. Mrs. Snellings, the mistress, taught 

?£aok' s mother to read and wri te a li ttle, and Mr. Snellings also 

taught Maok's father how to read, write and figure. Having learned 

a little they would in turn impart their knowledge to their fellow 

slaves. 

Freedom;., Mullen vividly reoa.lls the day that 

they heard of their emancipation; loud r~ports from guns were heard 

echOing through the woods and plantations; after awhile "Yankee" 
- -

soldiers oame and informed them that they were free. Mr. Snellings 



Slave Interview 
J~M. Johnson ' 
Jaoksonville, Florida 

Page 6 
FEO 

ahowed no resistanoe and he was not harmed. The slaves on 
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hearing this good news of freedom buret out in song and 

praises to Godj it was a gala day. No work was done for a 

week; the time was spent in oelebrating. The master told his 

slaves that they were free and could go wherever they wanted 

to, or they oould remain with him if they wished. Moat of his 

200 slaves refused to leave him because he was oonsidered a 

good master 

, They were thereafter given individual farms, mules 

and farm implements with which to cultivate the land; their for

mer master got a share out of what was raised. TheBe was no 

more whipping~ no more forced labor and hours were less drastic. 

Maok Mullen's parents were among those slaves 

who remained; they lived there until Mr. Snellings died~ and 

then moved to Ieonvillen, near Americus, Georgia, where his 

father opened a black-smith shop, and made enough money to buy 

aome property. Another child was added to the family, a girl 

named Mariah. By this time Mack had become a young man with a 

strong desire to travel, so he bade his parents farewell and 

headed for Tampa, Florida. Aft,er living there awhile he came to 

Jacksonville, Florida. At the time of his arrival in Jaokson

ville~ Bay street was paved with blocks and taere were no hard 

surfaced streets in the city. 
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He was one of the oonstruction foremen of 

240 

the Windsor Hotel. Maok Mullen is tall, grey haired, sharp 

featured and of Caucasian strain(his mother was a mulatto) 

wi th a. keen mind and an appearance that belies his 7S"·yea.re. 

He laments that he was freed because his master was good to hie 

slaves; he says"we had everything we wanted; never did I think 

I'd come to this- got to get relief." (1) 
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About three miles from South Jacksonville proper 

down the old Saint AUc~stine Roa.d lives one Louis Napoleon an 

ex-slave, born in Tallahassee, Florida about 1857, eight years 

prior to Emanoipat1on. 

His parents 'were Scipio and Edith Napoleon, being 

originally owned by Colonel John S.Sammis of Arlington, Florida 

~~d the Floyd family of Saint Marys, Georgia, respeotively. 

Scipio and Edith were sold to Arthur Randolph, a physi

cian and large plantation owner of Fort Louis, about five miles 

from the capitel at Tallahassee. On this large plantation that 

covered and area of about eight miles and oomposed approximately 

of 90 slaves is where Louis Napoleon first saw the light of day. 

Louis' father was known as the wagoner. His duties were 

to haul the oommodities raised on the plantation and other things 

that required a wagon. His mother Edith, was known as a -breeder ft 

and was kept in the palatial Randolph mansion to loom oloth for 

the ~ndolph family and slaves. The oloth was made from the oot

ton raised on the plantation's fertile fields. As Louis was so 

young, he bad no partioular duties, only to look for hen nests, 



Sla.ve Interview 
J~M. Johnson 
Jacksonville~ Florida 

pa.ge 2 
:!EO 

gather ~g8 and play with the master's three young boys. There 

we:...·a seven ohildren in the Randolph fs.mily, three young boys, 

two 'missy" girls ~1d two grown sons. Louis would go fishing 
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~!d hunting with the three younger boys and otherwise engage with 

them in their childish pranks. 

He says that his master and mistress were very kind 

to the slaves and would never whip them~ nor ~ould he allow the 

'driver" who was a white man named Barton to do so. Barton lived in 

a home espeoially built for him on the plantation. If the 'driver" 

whipped any of them, all tha.t was neoessary for the slave who had 

been whipped was to report it to the master and the -driver" was· 

dismissed, as he wa~ a salaried man. 

Plantation ~t~ The slaves lived in log oabins 

3specially built for them. They were oeiled and arranged in suoh a 

manner as to retain the heat in winter from the large fireplaoes oon

struoted therein. 

Just before the dawn of day, the slaves wexe aroused 

from their slumber by a loud blast from a oow-horn that was blown by 

the "driver' as a signal to prepare themselves for the fields. The 

planta.tion being so expansive, those who had to go a long distanoe 

~o the area whera they worked, were taken in wagons, those working 

!1earoy walked. They took their meals along with them a.nd had their 

jreakfaat and dinner on the fields. An hour was allowed for this pur

.Jose. The slaves worked while they sang spirituals to brea.k the mo
'i.otony of long'hous of work. At the setting of the sun~ with their 
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day's work all don8 1 they returned to their cabins and prepared 
.. -

thei: evening's meal. Having finished this, the religious among 
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them would gather at one of the oabin doors and give thanks to 

God in the form of long supplioations and old fashioned songs. 

Many of them being highly emo·tiona.l would respond in shouts of 

hallelujahs sometimes oausing the entire group to beoome -happy· 

~oncluding in shouting and praise to God. The wioked slaves ex

pended thei~ pent up emotions in song and danoe. Gathering at one 

of the cabin doors they would sing and dance to the tunes of a fife, 

banjo or fiddle that was played by one of their number. Finished 

with this diversion they would retire to await the dawn of aJnew 

day whioh indicated more work. The various plantations had white 

men employed as -patrols" whose duties were to see that the slaves 

rema.ined on t~leir own plantations, and if they were caught going off 

without a permit from the master, th~y were whipped with a -raw hide

by the -driver.- There was an exoeption to this ruls1 however, on 

Sundays the religious slaves were allowed to visit other plantations 

where religious servioes were being held without laving to go 

through the matter of having a permit. 

Religion. There was a free oolored man who was oalled 

~Father James Page,- owned by a family of Parkers of Tallahassee. He 

was freed by them to go and preaoh to hie own people. He could read 

and write and:~would visit all the plantations in Tallahassee,prea.oh

lng the gospel. Each plantation woUld get a visit from hi. one sun
day of e&ah month. The slaves on the Randolph plantation would oon-
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gregate in one of the oabins to reoeive htm where he would 

read the Bible and preaoh and sing. Many times the 'servioes 

were punottated by muoh shouting from the "happy ones.- At 

these servioes the saorament was served to those who had ao

oepted Christl those who had not, and were willing to aooept 

Him were reoeived and prepared for baptism on the next visit 

of -Father Poage.-

On the day of baptiSDl6 the oandidates were 
fJ 

attired in long white flowing robesl w~ioh had been made by 
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one of the slaves. Amidst singing and praises they marohed6 being 

flanked on each side by other believers, to a pond or lake on the 

plantation and after the usual oeremony they were -duokedft into 

the water. This was a day of muoh shouting and praying. 

J:4Yoation. The two ·missy. girls of the Bandolph 

family were dutiful eaoh Sunday morning to teaoh the slaves their 

oateohism or sunday Sohool lesson. Aside from this there was no 

other trtlin1ng. 

The Jar and tteedo;,1. lIr. Napoleon l.'ela tea that 

the dootor' s two oldest sons went to the war with the Oonfeder& te 

army, also the white -driver,· Barton. His plaoe was filled by one 

of the slaves, named Peter Parker. 

At the olosing of the war, word was sent around 

among the alaves that if they heard the report of a gun, it was 

the Yankees and that they were free. 
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It was in May, in the middle of the day J ootton and corn 

being planted, plowing going on, and slaves busily engaged in their 

usual aotivities, when suddenly the loud report of a gun resoUnded, 

then oould be heard the slaves orying almost en-masse,ftdems de Yan

kees. ft Straightway they dropped the plows, hoes and other farm im

plements and hurried to their oabins. They put on their best clothes 

"to go see the Yankees,- Through the oountryside to the town of 

Tallahassee they went. The roads'were quiokly filled with these 

happy soula. The streets of Tallahassee were olustered with these 

jubilant people going here and tjere to get a gl~pse of the Yan~ 

kees, their liberators. Napoleon says it was a joyous and un-forget

able oocasion. 

When the Randolph slaves returned to their plantation, 

Dr. Randolph told them that they were free, and if they wanted to go 

away, they COUld, and if not, they could remain with him and he 

would give them half of what was raised on the farms. Some of them 

left, however, some remained, having no place to go, they decided 

it was best to remain until the orops oame off, thus earning enough 
.>. 

to help them in their new venture in home seeking. Those slaves who 

were too old and not physioally able to work, remained on the planta

tion and were,oared for by Dr. Randolph until their death. 

Napoleon's father,Soipio, got a transfer from the 

government to his former master, Oolonel Sammis of Arlington, and 

there he lived for awhile. He soon got employment with a Sr. Hatee 
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of the town and after earning enough money, bought a tra.ot of 
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land from him there and farmed. There his family lived and in

creased. Louis being the oldest of the ohildren obtained odd jobs 

with t~e various, settlers, among them being Governor Reid of 

Florida who lived in south Jacksonville. Governor Reid raised 

oattle for market ~d Napoleon's job was to bring them aoross the 

Saint Johns River on a li~e~ to Jaoksonville, where they were sold • 
.-:---

Louis Napoleon is now aged and infirm, his father 

and mother having died many years ago. He now lives with one of 

his younger brothers who has a fair sized orange grove on the south 

side of jacksonville. Be retains the property that his father first 

bought after freedom and on whioh they lived in Arlington. His hair 

white and he is bent with age and ill health but his mental facul

ties are exoeptiona.lly keen for one of his age. Be: proudly tells 

you that his master was good to his "niggers· a.nd oannot reoall but 

one time that he saw him whip one of them and that when one tried to 

run away to the Yankees. Only $emories of a kind master in his days 

of servitude remain with him as he reoalls the dark days of slavery. 

? 
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In her own v:ernacu.lar, Margrett Nickerson was "born to William 

A. Carr, on his plantation near Jackson, Leon Count,y, many years ago." 

"When questioned concerning her life on thi s plantation, she 

continues: "lww honey, its been so long ago, I don' 'member ev'ything, 

01.l.t I will tell you whut I kin as near right as possible; I kin 'member 

five uf T.1e.rse Carr's chillun: Florida~ Susan, 'Li jah, WilH.e and Tom; 

cose Carr never 'lowed us to have a piece uf paper in our hands." 

"Mr. Kilgo was de rust overseer I 'member: I was big enough to 

tote meat an' stuff from de smokehouse to de kitchen and to tote water in 

and gi t 'WOod for granny to cook de dinner and fur de sucklers who nu' sed 

de babies, an' I oarried dinners back to de hands." 

"On dis plantation dere was 'bout a hunnerd head; cookin' was 

done in de fireplace in iron pots and de meals was plent,y of peas, greens, 

cornbread burnt co 'n for coffee - often de marster bought soma coffee fur 

us; we got water frum de open well. Jes 'fore de big gun fiahed dey fotched 

my pa fru.Tll de bay whar he was makin' salt; he had heerd dem say 'de Yankees 

i s coming and wu z so gl ad. " 

"Dere wuz rice~ cotton, co'n, tater fields to be tended to and 

cowhides to be tanned, thres,d to be spinned, and thread wuz made into 

ropes for plow lines." 

"Ole Marse Carr fed us, blt he did not care what an' whar, jes 

so you made dat money and when yo' made five and six bales 0' ootton, said: 
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tyo' ain don' nuthin'." 

"When de big gun fia..h.ed on a Sattidy me and Cabe and Minnie 

HO\'rard wuz settin' up ootn fur de plowers to oome 'long and put dirt to 

'am; Carr read de free papers to us on Sunday and de co'n and ootton had 

to be tended to - he tole us he wuz goin' to gi t us d~ net prooeeds (here 

she chuckles), what turned out to be de ooln and cotton stalks. Den he 

asked dem whut would stay wid him to step off on de right and dem dat 'WUz 

leavin t to step off on de left. tf 

"My pa made soap fruro ashes when cleaning new ground - he took a 

hopper to put de ashes in, made a little stool side de house put de ashes 

in and po'red water on it to drip; at night after gittin' off frum work 

he'd put in de grease and make de soap - I made it sometime and I make it 

now, myself. It 

"My step-pa useter make shoes f1"l.lD1 cowhides fur de fam han's 

on de plantation and fur ovelbody on de plantation 'oept ole Marse and 

his fa~bly; dey's wuz diffunt, fine." 

"My grandma WUI Pheobie Austin - my mother wuz name Rachel Jackson 

and my pa wus name Edmund Jackson; my mother and uncle Robert and ·Joe WU8 

sto1' fruro. Vi rginia and fetched here. I don' know no niggers dat t Ii sted 

in de war; I don' 'member much 'bout de ~r only when de started talking 

'bout drillin' men fur de war, Joe Sanders was a lieutenant. Marse Carr's 

sons, Tom and Willie went to de war." 

"We didn' had no doctors, only de grannies; we mostly used 

hippecat (ipecac) fur medicine." 

"As I said, Kilgo wus de rust overseer I ricollec', then Sanders 

wuz nex' and Joe Sanders afte~ himJ John C. Haywood came in after Sanders 

and when de big gun fished old man Brocki~gton wus dere. I never saw a 
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nigger sold l but dey carried dem f~ our house and I never seen 'em 

no mo'." 

./--,. "Vie had church wid de white preaohers and dey tole us to mind 

\ 
\ 

our masters and mi ssus and we would be saved; if not, dey said we wouldn'. 

Dey never tole us nothin' 'bout Jesus. On. Sunday after workin ' hard all 

de week dey would lay down to sleep and be so tired; soon ez yo' git sleep, 

de overseer would come an' wake you up ant make you go to ohurch." 

"When de big gun fiahed old man Carr had six sacks uf confederate 

money whut he vruz oarryin.g wid him to Athens Georgia ant all de time if 

any uf us gals whar he wuz an' a.K him 'Uarse please gi us some money' 

(here she raises her voice to a high, pitiful tone) he says' I aint got 

a cent' and right den he would have a chi s so full it would take a who 1 f 

passle uv slaves to move it. He had plenty corn., taters l pum'kins, hogs, 

\,ows ev'ything, but he didn' gi us nuthin but strong plain close and -
.re slept in ole common beds and rIrJ pa made up little cribs 

dam fur de chillun." 

"Now ef you wanted to keep in wid Marster Carr dont drap you 

Shoes in de field an' leave 'em- he'd beat you; you mus' tote you' shOes 

from one field to de tother, didn' a dog ud be bettern you. He'd sq 

'You gun-haided devil, drappin' you' shoes and eve'thin' over de field'." 

"Now jes lis'en, I wanDa tell you all I kin, but I wants to tell 

it right; wait now, I don' wanna make no mistakes and I don' wanna lie on 

nobody- I ain' mad now and I know taint no use to lie, I takin' my time. 

I done prayed an' got all de malice out 0' mw heart and lain' gonna tell 

no lie fer urn and lain' gonna tell no lie on um. I ain' never seed no 
\ 

\ 
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slaves sold by IJarster Carr, he wuz allus tellin' me he wuz gonna sell 

me but he never did- he sold my pa' s fust wife though." 

"Dere wuz Uncle George Bull, he could read and write and, chile, 

de whi te folks didn't lak no nigger whut could read and wri tee Carr' e 

wife 11i sELc!.~.!le useter teach us Sunday School but she did not 'low us to 

tec~. a book wid us hands. ~ dey usete.r_~ taJ.~!Ly.JJ..9_l~._.~LE?Q.~~~!!....~d 

beat him fur nothin;\ dey would beat him and take him to de lake and put 

him on a log and shev him in de lake, but he always swinnned out. When 

dey didn' do dat dey would beat him tel de blood run outen him and den 

trow him in de ditch in de field and kivver him up wid dirt, head and years 

and den stick a stick up at his haid. I wuz a water toter and had stood 

and seen um do him dat way more'n once and I stood and looked at um t~l 

dey went 'way to de other roW's and den I grabbed de dirt oren him and 

he'd bresh de dirt off and say ttank yo', git his hoe and go on back to 

work. Dey beat him lak dat and he didn' do a thin' to git dat sort uf 

treatment." , 

"I had a sister name Lytie Holly who didn' stand back on non' 

uvem; when deyfd git behin' her, she'd git behin' dem; she wuz dat stubborn 

and when dey VtOuld beat her she w·::mldn t holler and jes take it and go on. 

I got some whuppin's wid strops but I wanter tell you why I am cripple to day a 

If I had to tote tater vines on my haid, me and Fred t riok and de 

han's would be a ca1lin fur em allover de field. but you know honey, de 

two us us could' git to all uvum at onoe, so Joe Sanders would hur~ U8 

up by beatint us with strops and sticks and run us allover de tater ridge) 

he cripple us both up and den ~ couldn' git to all uv em. At night EY pa 

would try to fix me up cose I had to go back to work nex' day. I never 
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walked straight trum dat day to dis and I have to set here in dis chair 

now, but I don' feel mad none now. I teels good and wants to go to hetven

lain' gonna tel no lie on White nor blaok cose taint no use." 

ItSome uv de slaves run away, lots uv um.. Some 'Would be cot and 

when dey ketehed em dey put bells on em, fust dey would put a iron ban' 

'round dey neok and anuder one 'round de wai st and rivet um tegether down 

de back; de bell would hang on de ban' round de neck so dat it would ring 

when de slave walked and den dey wouldn' gi t 'way. Some uv dem wore dese 

bells three and four mont'n and when dey time wuz up dey would take em off 

tem. Jake Overstreet, George Bull, John Green, Ruben Golder, Jim Bradley 

and a host uv others wore dem bells. Dis is whilt I know, not whut somebody 

else say. I seen dis myself. En missus, when de big gun iiahed, de runerway 

slaves comed out de woods frwn all directions. We wuz in de field when it 

fiahed, but I 'members dey wuz all ver,y glad." 

\. flAfter de war, we worked but we got pay fur it." 

"Ole man Pierce and others would oall some kin t of a perli tical 

(political) meetin' but I could never understan' whut dey wuz talkin' 'bout. 

We didn' had no kin' uv schools and all I knows but dem is dat I sent my 

chillums in Leon and Gadsden Counties." 

"I had lots uv si stars and brothers but I cant t 'member de names 

of none by Lytie, Mary, Patsy and Ella; my brothers, is Edmond and Cornelius 

Jaokson. Cornelills is livin' now somewhere I think: but I don' never see him." 

~When de big gun fiahed I was a young mi ssy totin t cotton to de 

seales at de ginhouse; ef de ginhouse wuz close by, you had to tote de cotton 

to it, but af it wuz fur 'way wagins ud oome to de fields and weigh it up 

and take it to de ginhouse. I was still livin' near Lake Jackson and we went 

to Abram Bailey's place near Tallahassee. Carr turned us out without nuthin 
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end BaileY gi I d us his hammoo' and we went dere fur a home. Fu.t,.. cut 

down saplin's fur we didn' had no house, and took de tops UT pines and put 

on de top; den we put dirt on top UT dese saplin'. and slep' under dem.. 

When de rain would oome. it would wash all de dirt right down in our taoe 

and we'd hatter buil' us a house allover ag'in. We dia' had no body to 

buil' a house fur us. oose pa was gone and ma jes had us gals and we out 

de saplin's ~er de man who would buill de house fer us. We live on Balley's 

plaoe a long time and finilly bUill us a log oabin and den we went trw. dis 

oabin to Gadsden Coun~ to a plaoe name Concord and dere I stay tel I come 

here 'fore de tiah." 

"I had twelve ohillun but- right now mssus. I can only 'member 

dese names: Robert, 'Lijah, Edward, Cornelius,;Littie, Raohel and Sophie." 

til was oonverted in Leon CounW and after freedom. I/oined de 
I 

Methl.dist ohuroh and my membership is now in Mount Zion A.}l.E. Church in 

Jaoksonville, Florida." 

"My fust husban was Nelson Walker and de las' one was name nave 

Niokerson. I don' think I was 20 years old when de big gun fiahed. but I 

was more' 17- I reckon I wuz a little older den Flossie }lay (a nieoe who 
I 

is 17 years of age) is now." (1) 

Mrs. Niokerson, aooording to her information must be about 89 or 

90 years of age, sees without glasses having never used them,; she does not 

read or write but speaks in a oonvinoing manner. She has most of her teeth 

and a splendid appetite. She spends her time sitting in a wheel-ehair 8e~ng 

on quilts. She has several quilts that she has pieced" some from very small 

soraps whioh she has out without the use of any partioular patter.n. 
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She has a full head of beautiful snowy white hair and ha.s the 

use of her limbs~ except her legs, and is able to do most things for 

herself. (2) 

She Ii vas with her daughter at 1600 Myrtle Avenue, Jacksonville, 

Floridao 
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Douglas Parish was born in Montioello, Florida, . 
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Kay 7, 1850, to Charles and Fannie Parish, slaves of Jim 

Parish. Fannie bad been bought from a family by the name of 
:s 

Palmer to be a-breeder", that i~,a bearer of strong ohildren 

who oould bring high prices at the slave markets. A -breeder

always fared better than the majority of female slaves, and 

Fannie Parish was no exoeption. All she had to do was raiee 

ohildren. Charles Parish labored in the ootton fields, the 

chief produot of the Parish plantation. 

As a small boy Douglas used to spend his time shoot

ing marbles, playing ball, raoing and wrestling with the other 

boys. The marbles were made from lumps of clay hardened in the 

fireplaoe. He was a verY good runner, and a~ it was a oustom in 

those days for one plantation owner to matoh his -nigger' against 

that of his neighbor, he was a favorite with Parish beoause he 

seldom failed to win the raoe. Parish trained his runners by hav

ing them raoe to the boundary of his plantation and baok again. He 

would reward the winner with a jaok-knife or a bag of marbles. 

Just to be first was an honor in itself, for the fast-
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est runner represented his master in the Fourth of July 
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races when runners from allover the oounty oompeted for top 

honors l and the winner earned a bag of silver for his master. 

If Parish didn't win the ,prize, he was hard to get along with 

for several days, but gradually he would aocept his defeat with 

resolution. Prizes in less important raoes range4 fromLa pair 

of fighting oooks to a slave, depend~ng upon the seriousness of 

the betting. 

Douglas' first job was picking ootton'seed 

from the cotton. When he was about 12 years of age, he beoame 

the stable boy, and soon learned about the care and grooming of 

horses from an old slave who had charge of the Parish stables. 

He was also required to keep the buggies, surreys~ and spring

wagons olean. The buggies were light four-wheeled oarriages drawn 

by one horse. The surreys were oovered four-wheeled oarriages l open 

at the sides, but having ourtains that may be rolled down. He liked 

this job very much because it gave ~im an opportunity to ride on the 

horses, the desire of all the boys on t~e plantation. They had to 

be content with chopping wood, running errands, oleaning up the 

plantation~ and similar tasks. Beoause of his knowledge of horses, 

Douglas was permitted to travel to the ooast with his boss and 

other slaves for the purpose of securing salt from the sea water. 

It was oheaper to seoure salt by this method than it was to purchase 

it otherwise. 
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Life in slavery was not all bad, aooording to 
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Douglas. Parish fed his slaves well, gave them oomfortable 

quarters in whioh to live, looked after them when they were siok, 

a.nd worked them very moderately. The food was oooked in the fire

plaoe in large iron pots, pans and ovens. The slaves had greens, 

potatoes l oorn, rioe, meat, peas, and corn bread to eat. Oooasion

ally the aorn bread was repla.oed by flo~ bread. The slaves drank 

an imitation aoffee made from.parohed oorn or meal. Sinoe there 

was no ioe to preserve the left-over food, only enough for eaoh 

meal was prepared. 

Pa.rish seldom punished his slaves, and never did he 

permit his overseer to do so, If the slaves failed to do t~eir 

work, they were reported to him. He would warn them and show his 

blaok whip whioh was usually sufficient. He had seen overseers 

beat slaves to death, and he did not want to risk losing the money 

he had invested in his. After his death, his son managed the plan

tation in muoh the ~e manner as his father. 

But the war was destined to make the Parishes loee 

all their slaves by giving them their freedom. Even though they 

were free to go, many of theelavee eleoted to remain with their 

mistress who had always been kind to them. The war swept away muoh 

of the money whioh her husband had left her; and although she 
, 

would liked to have kept all of her slaves, she found it impossible 
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to do 80. She allowed the real old slaves to remain on the prem

ises and kept a few of the younger ones to work about the plan

tation. Douglas and his parents were among those who remained on 
/:-\+ ' the plantation. His father was a skilled briok layer and oarpenter, 

, '--./ 

and he was employed to make repairs to the property. His mother 

oooked for the Parishes. 

Many of the Negroes migrated North, aod they wrote 

baok stories of the nnew countryn where wde white folks let you 

do jes as you please.- These stories influenoed a great number of . 

• 

other Negroes to go North and beg~n life anew as servants, waiters, 
a,. 

laborers and oooks.The Negroes who re~ined in the South were foroed 
i \ 

to make their own living. At the end of the war, foods and oommodi~ 

ties had gone up to prioes that were impossible for the legro to pay, 

Bam, for example, oost 40¢ and 50; a pound; lard was 25;; ootton was 
.. -------

two dollars a bushel. 

Douglas' father taught him all that he knew about 

carpentry and briOkZlaYing, and the two were in demand to repair, 
". 

remodel, or build houses for the white people. Although he never 

attended school, Charles Parish could oaloulate very rapidly the 

number of brioks that it would take to build a house. After the es

tablishing of schools by the Freedmen's Bureau, Douglas' father 

made him go, but he did not like the oonfinement of sohool and aoon 

dropped out. '!'he teaohers for the most part, were white, who were 

conoerned only with teaohing the ex-slaves reading, writing, and 
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ari tbmetio, The few oolored teaohers went into the oommuni.ty 
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in a.n effort to elevate the standards of living, They went inwo 

the ohurches where they were oertain to reaoh the greatest number 
"".t.-of people and spoke to the of their mission. The Negro teachers 
" 

were oordially reoeived by the ex-sla.ves who were gla.d to weloome 

some ·Yankee niggers· into their midst. 

Whereas the white tea.ohers did not bother 

with the Negroes exoept in the olassroom, other white men eame whv 

showed a deoided interest in them. They were oalled ·oarpet

baggers- beoause of the type of traveling bag whioh they usually 

~arried, and this term later beoame synonymous with ·politioal 

adventurer,- These men sought to advanoe their politioal sohemes 

by getting the Negroes to vote for oertain men who would be favor

able to them, 'l'helx>ught the Negro votes or put & Negro in some 
(~ -

unimportant offioe to obtain the goodwil of the ex-slaves. They 

used the ignorant oolored minister to further their plans~ and he 

was their willing tool. The Negro's unwise use of his ballot 

plunged the South further and further into debt and as a result 
"-, -" 

the south was oompelled to restriot his privileges. 
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George Pretty ot V~ Beach and Gifford~ Florida, 
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was born a free *an~ at Altoona, Pennsylvania, January 20,1858. 

His father Iaaao Pretty was alio free born. Hi. m&ter.b&l grand

father Aleo MOCoy and his paternal grand-father.George PrettJ 

were born slaves who lived in the southern part c l Pennsylvania. 

1i3 does not k row how his fa.ther oame to be born free 

but knows that he was told that from early ohildhood. 

In Altoona, a.ocording to George, there were no slaves 

dlu'ing his life there but in southern Pennsylvani& ,lavery existed 

for a. time. His grand-parente mOTed from southern Penn.sylva.nia 

during slavery but, whether they bought their freedom or r8.f,\ awa.y 

from their kastel'S was never known to G·eorge. 

As in most of tIle southland, theoustoms of the Negro 

in Altoona. a.bounded in superstition a.nd ignoranoe. TIley had about 

the 9a1';:e beliefs and looked upon life w1 th a.bout the same degree 

of Intelligenoe aa Ne~roe8 in the south. 

The north being muoh oolder than the south natunJ.ly ha.d 
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Palatka, Florida 

long ago used ooal for fuel. Open grates were used. for oook1ng 

just as open f1replaoes were used in the south. Iron skillets or 

ep1ders as they oalled them, were used tor oooking many food., 

meats, vegetables, piea puddings and even oakes were baked over 

the fire. 

The old familiar, often referred toa. 

southern ash oake, was oooked on the hearth under the r,rate, 

I'lght in Altoona, Pennsylvania.. The northbeoause of its rapid 

adv-a.noe in the use of modern ways of oooking a.nd doing ir:a.ny .other 
(J : 

t )lings ha.s been thought by many people to ha.ve esoa.ped the orude 

methods of oooking, but not BO. George to14 how a pieoe of thlok 

paper was pla.e-ed on the hea.rth under the grate and oorn dough put 

upon it to bake. Hot a.shes were raked. over it and it wae left to 

cook a.nd brown. When it had remained a long enough time, the ashee 

were shaken off, the oak:Ci brushed olean wi th a oloth and no grit 

was enoountered when it was eaten. 

Isaao Pretty, George's fa~.r owned a large 

hZ:1.,rneu shop at Altoona and made and sold hundreds of dollars worjh 

of saddles and harness to both northern and southern plantation 

owners. (1) 

There was 8. oonstant going and ooming of 

northern and southern oW!lerei southern ones seeking plaoes to buy 

implements tor farming a.nd other inventions &8 well a. trying to 

looate runaway slaves. 
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'lolil1on1.ts were ao~lve in ~he north and there' 

'Ff·';Z'e iiho •• who aS81ste4 81 ...... &oroas the boundary 11n.' between 

free and 81a.. state •• 
who 

Negroes in the northl\weretree and: had intelligenoe 

enough sa •. the grav! 't1 in a8tJ~.t1ng th.ir sla.e wether. in .the 

south. Some risked their 11'9'88 in spreading propaganda whloh "her 
thought woUld a.ld the enslaved Negroes in 'beooming !%ee. 

I 

In and around .111;«)0n&, legroes •• re'f'8rJ progress!v .. 
I 

and a.ppreol8,te' their freedom, and bAd a great deal .f 8)'Jlpath, 

for t heir fellows anel did all they oould. to demons,,:rat. thell' at

titude toward the elaTe tratfic. lloney wa_ aol101~e'' a.n4 free11 

given to help abolition!.'_ apread propaganda &bout :treacle •• 

It is striking to not. tile s1ml1arlty of 11'f'lng' condl-

t ions in. Pennsylvania. and Georgla l Florida a.nd the c:.zollnae •. Ex,... 

alave. who liTe in Florida now but whQ came h.,.· lin.e the laM

cipa:tlon of tne }If~grC') tell of living conditione of tb.1J' reapeotift 

states; they a.re very 81ml1ar to the mode. of livll\$ in lltoona, 

during slavery. Ca) 
Soap was made fro. gl'es, •• and lY8 JUl. 'as l' ._ made 

in the south. Sh1n-plaat •• (pa,per money similar t. gr ... 'baok~ which 

represented amounts le88 than a. dollar) were v.ryplea:blful and' atter 
. :\, . 

the 01 Til Wa.r oon!'ed.era.te Iloney of all kind. was aa ... ".)1 t~ap. 
. \ 

rood Iftffa which we •• raised on the fa.Dat Al;toou. were: 
. i 

corn .. peanuts, lfhile.polatoel and. pea •• Enough peal; "'.r. i'al •• , , • 
• If '" 
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feed the stoct and take oare of the tamil, for 12 months. 

POttlt08!'S were ra.ised in larg$ quantltlee and fa.15ar they were 

dug they were banked for the winter. By banked, it is meant, 
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large boles were dug in the .oal,.l~~ ... o_f the house or \1ndel' the 

house or inside of an outhouo8i pine straw was put into this pit 

and t::e potatoes piled in; more etra.w was laid on a.nd more p0-

tatoes piled in until all were in the pit. Dirt W8J8 shoveled over 

the lot and 1t was left until for using thet. Kort~ern people 

used and still use a large amount of wh1te,Or!tlrlsh potatoee. 

In ou:r 1ng hi <iee of 00W8 for ma.king leB, thaI' the same 

{l:ethod wa.s employed as that tloed in the south. Hides were firet 

salted and water was poured over the. They waxa ocv-erod with dirt 

and left to soak a few days. A solution of red oak bark was made 

by soaking the bark in water a.nd this solution was poured o •• r the 

hides. After 1 t soaked a few day. t 11e ha'ir VIae soraped off wi th a 

stiff !Jl.'uah and when it dried lea.ther was ready for making shoes 

~\.nd ha.rness. 

George's father dealt extens1vely in leather and 

when he Gould not get enough oured himself, he bought of others 

Yiho could supply hi •• 

Now George t s mot1~e:r was very handy at the. spinning 

wheel a.nd loom. He relilembers how. the bunoh of cotton wa. GOlIN" in 

f..l'::3pal'atlon tor spinning. Carda with teeth were a.rranged on '~e 
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spinning wheel",and 'the m&S8 ot ootton wa. oombe4 through lt 

to separate lt 1nto fibers. !he tibers were rellod. 'b~Ttre.n the 
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:~ inf~era and then put upon the spinning wheel to 'be eplDl into 

thread. .ls l' was spun, 1 t was wound upon &pOole. Aft.~ the spoola 

W:'l' • f111e' ~lley were taken off a.nd put on the 100.. !hread. were 
. 

otI''U...'1g aorosn the 100. some above other. and. the, shuttle J"unnlng 

'baok and fonh tll.'r,ough the threads would make olotll. 411 that _. 

done by hand powe%. A person working at the 100. regul~ly soon be

vi),,;:) profioient and Georgets mother was one who Don the name of 
/ 

j)3ing a very gcodweayer of cloth. Moet of the oloth •• the famIly 

-
Underwea.r and 8laeping gal"mente were !pade of the 

rw.Gural oolored homespun olot~. When colored oloth wa.a wanted a dye 

was made to dip the. in eo as to get the desired oolor. Dyes were 

ma.de by loaking red oa.k bark in water. AnOth8~ was made of elder 

berr1es and when a real blood red was desired polk berr1es were 

used.. Polk berried made a blood red dye a.nd was con,idered very 

:)eautiiul. Wa.lnut hull. were used to make brown 41'9 a.nd 1" 11'&. last

inG in its effeot •• 

In making dye hold 1 te oolor, the oloth and d.ye were 

~)oil.ed together. J.:ft~r 1 t had -taken' well, the oloth wa. removed 

from the dy.e and ria.eel well, the rins. wa.ter .... salted eo ... to 

:'3 at the oolor. 

. Tube tor washing olothe. and bath11\g pupoael were 
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In ouirt'1aga Itar .... l.t. longez- •• each .a1d.e and .1.. ..ere. 

out length .1 •• 1n 1 t .. then would lMt n,ttl.,leat rGOll t.!r all 

of the :fingers to flt. fhat ____ toJ' llf"lac~ ...... about • 

.l ye~y lnter •• ting side of George- I 11t ..... ~ 

plated 1n hls state •• nt ot the longeyt" of hi. 1nn.oea.e. ,. 
. I 

ma,y oall 1t 19noranoe but it ..... ,. be .oft 1nn.a.-c. whe 00 ... 

'par~d to the lnoldent of Adam and. Eye aca "01<1 ln the Holy Bible 
. . 

in the book of Gen •• la ... ft. 33 year. of ~g. beto)'e • m .. ·he 
. , 

was a gJ"O~ mM; or how 11f •• _ g1 .... n _ ...... In plaia ... :rdehe 

did noi know wbere babies. came from, no~ how they were ~r.4. 

WheneYer George', .other •• expecting to .... 'conf1ned 

wi th a baby'. li1rth, his father woUld say to all the oh114,re to

~ether, large an4 small alik.,· your mother has £One to W •• York, . 

Baltimore, .Buffa.lo. or any pla •• he wo~d. think 01 at the till •• There 
. .. 

. ., . \ ..: ,::,' . . ' 

was an upstair. roOll in 'heir ho •• and eho wo~d. .""7 thero 81x weeta • 

. She would SO up a. •• oon a.. signe of the comlag ohild 1fOUl4 pr~.en' 

~c;heme'l.vee • .l .14wlte came, cooked three .ea18 ada" te4 the ohild

ren and helped keep the pIa •• in order. 

In older 'kia •• people taupt their ohildren .. r .•• pect 

older persona. !hey ob,ye. 8vcyone olux-- thaa 'he ••• 1 .... The large . 
ohildren were jue' as ooe41.-. ... 'the .... U on .... "."1t .. DOt . . 

./ '" f t ," ~ .... 4. _ •• 

" '~,'~ . ;::' .. :., 

.,' 
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The midwife in this oa.se simply told all of the 

ohildren tha.t she did not want any of them to go upstairs. a.s 

she had important papers spread out allover the floor and did 

rlot want them disturbed. 'No questions were asked, she "as obeyed. 

George does not remember having heard a single 

l>ahy ory the whole time t 'jey were being born in that upper room, 

and he aa1d many, a baby was born there. Deoorum reigned throughOut 

the household for six weeks or until their mother waa ready to 

come down. When the time was up for mother to oome down, hi. 

father would· oasually say, lohildren your ma i8 coming home today 

and what do you reoon, someone has given her another baby.', The 

chi luren would say,. [Llmost in oonoert , 'what you 8ay pa, is it a 

boy or girl1 1 He would tell them whioh it was and nothing more was 

sald nor any further 1n'lulry ma.de into the happening. 

The term -broke her leg' was used to oonvey the meaning 

of pregnanoy. GeOl'i-;C relates how his: other told him and hie sla

ter not to have a.ny thing more to do wi th"ary Jones, 'ca.use ahe 

done bI'oke her leg. I Georp;e said IMa taint nothin matter wid Mary; 

I see har every day when trIa bell rings for 12; .he works acrose 

the street from Pa.· shop and she a.nd me aota on the steps and 

talk8 till time fur her to go baok to work.' Hia mother aaid,-dont 

spute me George, I know she i8 broke her leg and I want yal1 to 
, 

stay way frum her,' George said,'Va I aint eputing you, J •• 80ml-
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body done misinform y,ou data all. She a.in't got nO broke leg, 

she walks 8,S- good as ms. I His mother sa.id -then I'm a 11e.· 

George quickly ,..replied, Ino ma..· you a.int no 11e, mit 8omebody 

done told you wrong.' 

Not!ling "as said ,further 'on the question of 

"rary Jones until t'lat sarne evening when 118&0 Pr'.tty came home 

from the shop. The mother took him aside and told him of how ahe 

had been disputed and oalled a 11e by George and added that she 

wanted George whipped for it. 

'Come hers George, I came a oommandi.ng voioe 

Ahortly after the mother a.nd fa.ther had been in oonferenoe. GeorF;e 

obeyed and his fa.ther took him apart f~om t J18 fali'lilJ and looked 

himself and. George in a rool1. He said IGeorge I knoW' I haven~t . 
done right by not telling you, you are grown. You are 33 years old 

now a.nd I want to tell you 80me thIngs you should know. I George 

was all eyea and ears, for he had been told when previously asked 

how old he 'llmS, I I III tell you when you get grown. I '1'ha t was all 

he had heard from hie parente for year. and he was jU8t waiting fa 

him to tell him. H1efather toldhlm how babi8S were born and about 

hie mot;1er oonfining herself in the upper room all the different 

times when ahe exp.eoted bab1es. He told him that bi8 mother had 

never been out of town to Beato. or Balt1~r8 on any of the past 

oooasions. In faot he told George all he knew to' tell h1m. 

Now the start11ng thing about it all 1. that 
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when he had finished giving the information about babie, be 

sa1d, -Now Georee your 'mother told me that you oalled her a lie 

today.- George at onoe eald,'Pa I didn't oall her a lie, I jes 

told someone had misinform her 'bout Mary, that ahe alnt got 

her leg broke oause I see her every day.' Hia father sald'l know 

I ta1nt right to whip you fur that George but your Ila s&id aha 

wJ.nted me to whip you and I'll have to do it,' That settled it. 

G;;orge reoeived hie fi:N,t lesson in aex and reoeived the la.t 

flog\l;ing his father ever gaTe him. He wa.e no. grown and oould take 

his pla.oe aa a man. 

Afterwuda the mother took all her daughters aaide 

:, nd 'told thei! the same 8.8 leaas hOod to18 George. (That is ahe told 

tAle p;rown girls a.bout sex life.) 

George and hie older siater talked the whole plan 

over after they got .. oran~e and deoided that since they were now 

';-rown., they did not have to~ive their earn1ng. to tl1eir pa.l'ents 

They deoided to mo .. into one ot their father'. house. 
, 

On the plaoe and furnish ! 1; up. '!'hey were making right goo! money 

oonsidering the t1me. related George, a.nd with both of th. pulling 

tOF,ether they soon would haTe suffio1ent mone, aa.ed up to buy a 

pieoe of land and 'start out on a plot of glOund ot their O~. 

George told h1e father their plan •• Hie t&ther a~ed 

'lOW muoh money he had. He told him 200 dollar. or more. Hi. father 

;j;'1.id, 'you'ft _ ... ed aoo dollars, out of what I' ... e allo".d yout. 
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GtH)l'ge ........ la ,"- iIltfS ....... ' .......... 4. ... ,.. . 

know ItOW' to ,_t _11 pt- ...... ata 11 ........ ida f.' .... 
fl~'fHU'f.1'.4, -__ f .. ~ . ., beF •• 

11'ew da,. .."..~ iSl'l .......... ,lta, 1.,. P.r.,tr 

fUJ,"Tll. a.4 on •. of hi_ ..... wt til tu. n ...... ' .. ""_, aM ·le' . .~.' . 

G&';;l1:{';e u4 !d.. at., •• 11 •••• e. ,...,. ha4,.I.s- ........... . 

:J.nd Aoh __ ht ... , .. 4. ,.. 1'-1 Aft4 (teeutc. te.h ....... tlle 

ro~al. and. 4lei 'he main 'hire, ,baY ha4 ' ....... , .. _., "'1;.ill_tbl11 
. . 

s tend In tIM _, of ttl.lt ))1:'0&' •••• 

W'bIm a 1ft .. tile., pa8.8' ••• l\lluen ., ....... 
. 

l;i,t(td So ttl .... of ..... ,. Ckto .. _ •• p .. ~4 tGIMU"l"1 u« tak .... 
• 

of i), .1te. Hi •• 1.t •• ~ :13.1-.. w. 11'Nd. .. I'll hie .• 1tM_Te4 -.luI' ... 

ii .110h .oae,. anI. WUft aile M&rr18" .A. _. a.n .. , •• , .. 'he ... .t h ••. 

ohoioe rath,,¥, _all ;~11ab11t". 
ho ... had. 01 •••• a .. " "lth _tv_ 'a hi • .-1, 

11fe. ft. 010 .. Mfttaot·wt.'h hie Ill\ot'· •• I •• 13' ,eu. M4 _ ...... 
.. 

tl;lng t •• CHige 1f:rl1a •• lna"_ tie 811 I. ..... ,l.itl ..... .. 

ol.otea.a._, to nat ••• Ibe "It.ft4 ill al~d. ............ a4 
. " -

herb. Whicll .-"'be411, &i __ '.. rue -.. ~ .. 4IeWn .. ., _114-
. . 

rcn an' _JIg, ~.tt1 .~1a.' "W )mow ~,. :tM' an4 u., 'a tbe ..... 

H~ oa.n 14a'117 .aoh u. thl!t, U& , ....... ltIa. Ia,. ..... 
. . 

... ,.,' •• re ..... ..... '" til •.• ...." ..... 1' .... 
. ' , . 

no~z .... 1I'OW1»C . ..,. aM ...... Jd. •• .r., A1 ..... · .. · .... W 
, ''"1 .,' "'. ' -'.-.. :. of' ,- "',' -. • 

in~. ~1IP •• t.~~,."." .• .n~_' •• _;"~_.,, 
" " ."" -" ",' ' ". ' ~. .." ". , "".' ", 

C'~" 

'" .. ~. ',' -

',' : .. -0' ' 'e' , 

.. ' ,'",', ~;,:' ". :: ':. ,.;~;~;'::,lj;~~;,';;()\;~:?~.;.<:. ::~ 
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was also oalled in to probe for a bullet but for teyer or ooIds 

or even ohild-birth he .s'oonsidered an unneoessary expense. 

Herbs and roots were widely utillze4 in olden 

ct~l.ye and during slavery a.nd ea.rly reoonstruotion. The old slave 

,has brought his pra.otioes to this era a.nd he is often found gather

ing a.nd using them upon his friends and neighbors. 

George Pl'et1ry knows tJat bla.ok snake root is good 

for blood tl.~ouble for he has used it on "Iany a person wi th safety 

and surety. Saeafras tea 18 good for cold_; golden rod tea for 

fever; fig .Leaves for t. IX'ash; red oak bark for douohe,; slippery 

elm fal' fever a.nd ferIiale oomplalnt( when bark i8 inserted in t '.:8 

vagina,); ca.tnip taa. ia good for new born babies; sage tea 1r; good 
• 

1'01' painful mens',ruation or alaokened flow; fig leaves bruised a.nd 

;.:.pp11ed to the forehead f01' fever are very effeotlY8; they are a.lso 

good to draw boila to a head; okra blossoms whea dried are good for 

sorss· (t":e d.ried blossoms al'e soaked in wa.ter and applied to the 

aore and bound wi th olean. old linen c.ioth); red shank is g-ood for 

~ number of diseases; missing J..ink root 1s for .oolds aptt ast.hma. 

~eorge said this 1s a sure oure for asthma. reye~ g~8e 1s a pur

~;at1 ve when ta.ken in the form of a tea.. The bla.des aro steeped in 

hot water and a ~ea nlade. Fever grass 18 a. rid. bla.de gra •• growing 

otru.1ghter than niost grass. It i168 D. blue flower and is tound growing 

w11~ aroUnd many plaoes 1n Florida. It is pl~ntltul in oertain part, 

of Palatka, Florida. 
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Riding Tehioles in ea.rly dA.ya wer' oa.lled. bu:;';e;1es. The 

first one George remembers was t 118 go oart. It had two who els and 

was without a top. Only two people oould ride in a go oa.rt. The 

equillbr1l11l 1I'a8 kept by buokllng the harne.a over a.nd under the 

horse's belly. The strap whiah ran unde.L' the belly lP.l8 oalled the 

:):u1y girt. There W(1.,8 a aida strap whloh ran a.long the hOl'.e' 8 

eide a.nd the belly girt wa.s fs·etened to this. Leape ?'are Pllt to 

v:l.ntage pointe on th.e slde strap and through thee. the ehafts of 

the Qart wer[~ run. The strap going under ani ove:r the horae kept 

~che oa.rt fro,Jli going too far forqzd or baokward. 

During George t a early life plows lookeii Tory muoh like 

1; ,ey do today. They ha.d 1fOoden handles but the part whioh turned the 

';Tound was made of point iron, (he oould not ciesorlbepoj.nt lrorl.) 

Pi.owe were r"ot made of oaat iron or at"l 8.' they al'e today. 

Two kinds ~f plows were used so far aa George remembers. 

One was oalled the Rkooter plow and the other the turn plow. The 

flkooter plow he desorlbes as one whioh broke t'1e ground up whioh 

ha.d iJeen previously planted. ?then the earth needed loosening up to 

;f:ilke more !1 t for pla.nting, this plow 1I!18.S used over the 8a.rth. leaying 

it rather ... ooth and 11ght_ The turn plow was used to turn the ground 

cOPp.Letely oyer. Where grass and weed.a had. p:x-own, th~ earth needed 

'.urning over 80 as to thoroughly uproot-the weed. and graail. '!'he 

,~l'ound was usually left a while 80 that the " •• 4. Gould die and rot 
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.... fl'eedOa oaae to legn •• 1a tbt ala .. t .... 

ritor" Oeo~. rea.ber. that Slleaaa'. am, drllled .. lAJaa, tu.e 

a.f'~EU: the C1y11 Waz had. en404- Ue eaw thaa rlght In'eau.,..lvanla. 

He W~!'8 much illpl' •• sed w lth theiJt blue eu1'" .. nd ba .. 'bat'.na an4 

whioh f1tted them' 80 well. SO.. of the aen won aut. w1 tll" braid 

or! them and they 8upposedly were the o:ftloel'. of ill. C).uli. 

rie[,,;,ro 3.nd .hi te aU were 1n the same 'CIOmpan1e. h. •• &1u\ all .. re -

manly and wa~lng proudly. 

A8 George wu t l:tteen yeaJ8 ota.p .. n t~.edOli 
• 

carne muoh of whioh he r$l&teci haPP ... 4- att.~ .... a.lpati.n.H. 

being out ot the slave terr1 toq 414 n01 ha..,. .. mull e(""taot w1 th 

th~~ olav.e. put he 11ve4 &round. hi. gna4 PQ'ft'. WhO_ had. been 

;·;l~VfHJ in tile southern })art of the ._t.~ AttM ala"'l'ftht1 moved 

up to Al too. with George's parent. and brcn:cll' Doh 11\ the way of 

eus tome to George. 

Gra.ndta1;h.~ MCCoy and. also poaaclt .. lh. hetty i014 

of' ma.ny _parlance. that the, went l~UCh d.uI~ 'thel,- enelAy._t. 

The -;-'"erro and wh1~. ovo-••• r .a. IlUOh in .1'1 ..... 4o.- t~" ~d. 
. ' 

b tng and. ,elling' of oh1.,dren t.-. the1l' pareah.e ••• to ha"e 

left t\ ... d •• mozoy 1f1"bOeo~p. 

1-..0' ""t,..'. t_l1,. ... lup. -JJt -lWA en.· r1rl. 

and seven_t., Geerge bela, the -148'" Ie •• ____ •• ~. hi •. 
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hean would .. ohe .. heD 111. gJ:aadfatha to14 .f the ohl1dren .,hIt 

were torn from thei).' _ther f e ek1tt_ and .. 14, ... er t. Be. thel% 

parente agalll. Ie wea' int. (lee, thought 0 .... , bOw he would hay. 

hat .. to hay. been •• patated tJ'OJl hl. _'hel' and. 'athe. to 8&1 'l1othlJlC 
-

of leay1q hi, brothers a.nd. .i.tere. ft • ., "'ere Drough' up to left 
I ' 

ea.oh oth.,. and. the tho'Ug,hl of 'bJ'eakltlC the tarnil,. tle. ae.e' to h1a 

very oruel. 

When George ,;as told. 'bat he .e, g"WD. as fome,,)., re

late<! .. he I .... ed hi. mon~l a:ndrwhen 'be g.-eat earth quat. 1tt Charl.s

ton ooouJ'd~. went d8wn tl"181'8 to ••• ' _bat it had 40 •• \0 the plaoe. 

3$:[ore that t1l1. 1n 188a he __ .. _baed haYing teenth.e t1I'et'Dl'ot 

of lce. 'nen he go' therG, the (lhazle.toapeopl. Iu\d been, uklar 10e 

for a I .. J'e&l"8. It •• abo." th&' 'Ime tha' George saw the- titat 
" . 

lla1r otbtd.epr1nge. 

," fIeo.qe rtir.;&lne4 in PenJl8,l'f'anta and. ot'ler etate8 tar-
.~ . 

thsr no~:thto~ a long t1m. &.fter t, ....... Hi"' fl%at trip. rlerlda 

'as ma4e in 1'893. He Game diraot from Altoona. Pe'l'1n8yl'Vania,w1 t11 a 

w,tlte man .. :hoe. name he haa foztgotwa &8 he did not Remain. in the 

man's nplfty Ylryloac att ... l'-oIllasthe .tat •• 

Bln.. that t1me he ha.. ' ...... 4 In _4 &~tmd 4J.tt.~ent 
. -

pu.r~ •• t .J&1&' •. _t aow lle r .. l .... _ TUG ~1l a~ut GUt .... eI. n ... lda. 
, -

He ll1Q.S ~egul..t.1':- ':ripe .. ~tk&. lMtlntf 68 .uoh at ll._ til..- .. e· ,_ 

theOl.1 ... nth. Eut Goa..I. 
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Georce aay •• hat he baa neyer ha4 a doowz attead h1a in 

~118 l.lt., ne1 thel' while he De in Altoona, nor .lnoe he has beea 

in Florl~. He 01&lm8 to be able to ldent1ty any root or herb that 

f!row. 1 n 't he YIOode in the State of '10r1da baving "tudi ad thea 

oonata.?1tlJ slnce hi. arr1n.l bel'e. Balol" ooming to this ,.tate 

he ltnew &11 ~h8 root. and. herbe around A.ltoona &"<1 18 st11l aoquaint

ed with thea as he mak •• regular v1s1ts there. sinoe he 110 .... 4 away 

43 ye&re ago. (1) 

George Pretty 1s a ~rk ooaplexloned man} about tlve teet 

three, lnoh.~ in helghthl welgh. about 135 pounds and looka to be 

muon younger than he 1s., When asked how he had maintained hi' youth, 

he ~kid tha.t living ol()8e te na.ture had done l' together with hi. 
, 

!!'~:,ne1" of 11ylag.He doe!' not d18.1."t.~ neither does he drink 

strong taint. Be is a ready Inforaaut. BaYing heard. thai our 1n

forma.t1on of ela'ft1'1 _e wanted., he ... elunteered Info~ation without 

"'.flyfol'ma11ty o~ urging on the pi~-rt of the writer. (l) (2) 

• 
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:Field ·'forker 
Complet.e 

SLAVlI IBnvm:_ 
Janual7 11. 1·93'1 •. 

1,,315 words 
6 ,l'ages . 

. ~Da S9.:'t. an ex-sla.ve who DOW. lives in J'ackson:vllle Dear 

the in tereaotion ot llOnc:r1et and ltdgewood AVeDues, *&8& m~ber ot 

one ot' the first colonization groups that went to the West coast. 

of Af'ri'ca tollowing the emancipation ot the slaves iil this coua-

try. 

The fom.er slave was born at DAve C1ty •. SOuth Carol1n'a, OD 

Jan. 28. 18~6., of a half-breed Cherokee-aad*· •• PO(1lao, •• I:-. .... ,:.J .... :·.· 

glo-Suon father. lier father awned the plantatien adjolfting tha' 
of her ma.ster. 

d. 

fllen she reached .tJ1e adol .• "ceat age Anna was placed ucler the , , . 
direct care 0'1 her lI1 stress, by whom she was g1 vendirec't charge , . 

, , 
of the d1n1ngMroo:m. and entrusted. with the keys to' ille p~ri81oD • . 
and supplies .'1 the househo1cl. 

A kbd1'ed love grew between the elave 81r1 aDd her lIis~r'88' .... 
she reoal1 s that eT8l7Where her m1 stre8s weDt she I was takea &1.-

I 

so. Sb.e was kept 1Jl 'the big houee'. She was not given anT e' .. 

oation, though. aa some ot the slaves OD nearby plautatloDa .... r •• 
I 

ltel.ig1oD was flot denied to tb.e~orJIer. s1 aT. and .er tello .... 

Ura. Abigail .T8I' her owner. pe1'B.i tted th. alaTes ~ _tten" 1''' 
vival &lld other ,S8r.!loes. !he ala .. es Were all ..... 4 'to .0 .•• · .. 

I ' 
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bal. cony of the church in Dove 01 t7. whil e the whites. 0 ccupie'<i the 

main floor. The slaves were forbidden to sing. t~k. or make any 

other sound, however, under penal t1' of severe beatings • 
• I 
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Those of the slaves who 'felt the sperr1t' during a service' 

must keep silence until after the service, when they could 'tell it 

to the deacon', a colored D,lan who would listen to the confessions 

or professions of religion of the slaves until late into the n1~t. 

The Negro deacon would rel~ his conve.rts to the white minister of 

the church~ who woul d meet them in the vestry room at some speci .. 

fied time. 

Some of ~e questions tha.t woul d be a.sked at these ,meetings 

in the vestry room would be: 

"What did you come up hert! . for? " 

tlBec~seI got religion". 

nHow do you know you got religion?" 

QBeoause I know my sins are forsi ..... 

"How do you know your sins are forgiven?" 

"Because I love Jesus and I lo:ve everybody". 

"Do you want to be baptised?" 

"Yes sir. tI 
-"WhY do you want to be baptized?" 

"Cause it will make me like Jesus wants m.e to be". 

When several per..sons w<,re 'ready'. there would be a baptism 

/ 
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in a naub,- ore_ or riV.er.' Atter th~~,' slaves woUld 'be permitted 

to hold occasional serviTes of their own in the log hov.se :that waa 

some,;imea used &8 a sChool. 

J[rs. Sco~t remem~ers vividly the joy that she f .... t and 0$.81' • 
0' 

Slaves °e~ressed when first Dews of their ~cipati.n was,brouSb_ 

to them. Bo th she and her mistress weI" fearful-. she sq8; her 
.. 0 

'r 

mistress 'becaus. sh~ did not know .at she ... oUld do withe""' her 

slaves, and Anna. because she thougb.~ the :Union soldiers woUld ham 

Mrs. DIlve. When the chief officer of the soldiers oame to the 
\ 

home of her mistress, she sq., he demanded entrance in a gruff 

voice. !hen,he saw a rin. upon Mrs. DoTe', tinger and aete4: 

"Where did ,you get this?- When told tha.t the ring bel10nged to her 

husband, "ho was, dead, the ofri~_er ~urned to his sol41er8 and. told. 

them that they shoUld 'set back; she's 'alrlsh"·'-
PrOVisions intended for the Conf.derate ar.aies .... re broken 

. , 

open by the Union soldiers and their followers, and ADD.'. mothe~. 

to protec~ her .aster. organized groups of slaves to 'tote the .at 

from the box carl anel hide it in dugouts UDder the m.1 stress' h~u.se t. 

This meat was later divided between I1egro.s and whit,es. • . ' 

A ProTost Judge followed the adyance ot the ~. and he 

obtained .. li8t of all of the 8l aTee hel d by each .aeter. )[re. 

Dove gave her lilt to the official.. who Called. each" slave",. n_ 

and asked what that ala"e. had done on the plantation. - He ask eel , 
• I 

aJ. 80. wheth.r ell1 pqaen" had. 'been aad.e to :th- s1l1ce th. BaaDci-
, , . " 

patlon Proalaaaotlon had been elpe', aDd "he.answer •• ia tJle .... ' 
;; 

- " 
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ativ. told ~ ~" 'l'euare tree neWan4au,8'i ~e ·pai4 ,t ... &1.1 

of the 'WOrk' you ·have clG.es1aoe the- P~.clamat;i.on was sip." _, 

that you will de ill t)1e-tu"ure. ])on't you nrk for EPlyltoq wit11~u" 

payt. 

The Provost lud.ge also told the slaves that' they msbt le,~ • 
• 

if they' like~ an! AnDa was am.ong those who lett. Sb.e weat to vieit 
, r 

t..'te husband. of her lIleth3r in Charles .. ,il,. Witl1 her _~eraDd 1riTe 

other chiltiren, Anna crossed rivers •• loS rat"8 aile! retel. Oil 't:rai •• 

to Charleston. ' ... 

. mia8 KUJBford was Anna' 8 step.father in Charles'te.t and &t~.z. 

spending a year 'there with 111. the entire :raii',. ~ .1 .. 84 a 001 •• t.. 

zing e2;Pe4i j;ion to West Atriaa. '.alera .era650 i. _.exp.ti 1'.:.. ••• 

and it 1.ett in 18&'7. !ransportati.oD was free. 

The trip took sev.eral weekI, but tin-.J.ly the _all 8h1» ~._ 

ded at .~ .. , Ba8s&'. llwatord did not 11ke the plaee. beweyer, aud 

continued on to J[Qnrovia. Liberia. lie d1d not like IIoIlH'Yia. 

ei ther t and. tried •• veral other porta 'betore beillg told. that j~. 

would have to ge~ ott. 8Il1W&7., ~i8 wae at' :a:~8r Cape. W • .i'frioa.; 

Here he &laos' i ... c:liat.17 Degan an industry that was to 

prove luorative. G.ystere were 'large,as aaaoera t , acc.rd~n. t. 

Anna, aDd while th~f8ad.l.7, sa~er.d'th.e .. he wo\1.1.4 blUD \hea aD4 

extract lille trom th_. !hia he .i=-4 "i'll the nat1 •• 01.,. ••• 
. ". ,. ' . 

made brick. In 844i t10n to his brl*-makiD£ .-.tord oat treo. tor 

lumber. and with l1is own brick ancll._MrW01llcl oo •• ;net heu ... , ' ." 

and structure.. 0 •• ' au •• 'ructure lJft"p, 111a .:Le.,.OOe_ 
'. , . . 
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was through the cashing of claeus for the ll1 8810 •• ri •• Otta'8 ~.~ 
, , ' 

tion. Ordinarily they woUld haTe to 'sen' these'back ;o.e \'fai. 

tea State8 to be oashed, and, whem he ott'e!;',.! to ca~ tb.ea .... at 
. ," . 

So discount .. - the1 eagerly .·U.liz~.cl theepportuni\,. to save "U.S 
i 

thi s was a oonvenience for til_ and. :raere .. esl'th fGr 1IUJaaford. 

Anna found otb.er . things besjde8 h'SPPlne 8S in her eightyetara 
. . ,# 

in Africa. There were death. sickn~.8~ and pestilences. She ... 
, ' 

tions 8JaOng the la.tter the J.friC81D ant8.- soae of miu ~a.e' 
huge propor~1ons. Jlo at dre,.ded. .. ere the lI1ssioD Ut8. $i.eh'·1 .. ', , 

fested evert house. buildinH and stru.cture. S.utlJaeebw,U4111S. 
, 

had to be burned to 'get rid ot tl:l-. !he bit. of the Ie ,ants was - . , ' 

so serious that after si'xty year,! Anna s'i11' .xhi'bi t8 ,1 aces on .. 

her teet wh.re the ante lett the:i",r incl.l'ible trace.. ..tbe~ of 
the ant pe8;s was the Driver ant;i so ·large. powerfUl _4 stUb'bora 

tha.t even bodies of water did no 1;) stop thea. ,...., wo1\lt. 3.1R tha.. 
selves toge,;her above the ruriBCf!1 of; the water- aDi aerr,a.,'brid. 

p',.for the passage of the otherantlk !he __ lT81' ants JRoyed.l. 

swarm8 and their approach (:oul d 1\. aeen atgrea'~18t8D.'8. When 
th&y we!". 8een to be COa1D~: to"&ll~d • aetUaeDt ille n&'Il.,..' wouJ.', 

close their doors and wixuk .... aDlll D'\lUd fire~ar.Ud' th.lr h .... 
, 

to avoid thea. 'these tire:,. had ,to. "'e keptb"raiai' tor ~._ •• 

lIisht and .. r. per8.~' died a dar tr,. ~ • .u2,-" ... ~".r ,. 
~ ~ , ~ 

l'ing the 8arlJ' ,oolonisatle'il att •• ~., O':r'.·.tlhl .. ~t.' ...... :\. 
.. . .~ , ' 

familY' alone were Tiet'" ,.t 1 ,,~, Ii.., ,..-'11 _ > 
"; : -~. :-:."_:~~--::,':>.,:"': ~:)"'" ':~-.,L?:·;:-{·:~;~,: j~<[{:~> 
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. . 

if a victim of the fever became .wet. bld.e"he wa' .. e to dJ.e.' 

After eight 7"'%'8)["'01'4 and ~e,rema.:lt.derof his tatU17 
.; • • ' • '.' " .- oj .. '.' " '," -'" 

re tur~ed to Ameri 0-. 'where the accrue4 check; .. he possessed to roa ....... . 
. I ' • ~ , 

ing made him reasonably weal. thy.. .ARne l1arl,':Le4Bobert . SCG tt. an' 
moved to J' aCkaony:1:l1e, where ahe has 1 lye' aincfh 

At ninety-one she still GccUpies theli ttle farm on the O\l~ 
, . . 

skirts of J ackeonville tha.t wa& purchaeed ',i tl11;he money 1.1'1',t •.. 

her out of her. mother's inheri t:a.nce . (trom the' African transactioas· 

I of MllDlf'ord) 'alld Robert t a po at- al &ver.y saTinas. and in frontethe%' 
. .' . 

. I ' • 
picturesque~1~tle cottagesp1ns yarns tor the nelgh'bers .r her 

early experiences. 
, 

HHlHm· 

. , 

I· 

, I 
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Interview 1I'~·th ·8u'b~eet. J[rs. Anna Scott. Edpwood aDd .n~rief 

Avenues (Route 2, l3ex 911) Jacksonville. 7.La. 
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In Chaseville, Florida, about twelve miles 

from Jaoksonville on the south si:de of the Saint Johns 

River lives William Sherman(locally prc~ounoed Schumann,> 

a former s~ve of Jaok Davis, nephew of President Jefferson 

Davis of the Confederaoy. (11 

William Shexman was born on the plantation 

of Jaok Davia, about five miles from Robertsville, SOuth 

Carolina, at a plaoe oalled "Blaok swamp," June 12, 1842, 

~wenty-three years prior to Emancipation. His father who 

was also named William Sherman., was a free man, havi~ bought 

his freedom for eighteen hundred" dolla.rs from his ,"' . ; 

master, John Jones, who also lived in-the,vioinity of the 

Davis' plantation. William Sherman, senior, bargained with 

his master to obtain his freedom, ,however" for he did not 

have the money to readily pay him. He hired himself out to 

some of the wealthy plantation owners and applied what he 

ea.rned towa.rd the payment for his freedom. He was a skilled 

blaoksmith and oabinet maker and his services were always in 

'_.". , " 
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demand. After proouring his freedom he bought a traot of 

land.from his former master and built a home and blaok

smith shop on it. As was the oustom during· slavery, a person 

who 'bought his freedom had to have a guardia.n~ Sherma.n· s for

~ma.ster, John Jones, 'aoted as.his guardian. Under this 

new order of things Sherman was in reality his .own master. 

He was not -bossed,· had his own hours, earned and kept his 
• 

money, a.nd was at liberty to leave the territory if he desired. 

However, he remained and married Anna Georgia, the mother of 

William Sherman, junior. She was also a slave of Jaok Davis. 

Afte~ William Sherman, senior, .finished hisdAyt·s wOrk he. 

would go to the Davis plantation to visit his wife and some

times remain for the night. It was his 'intention to purohase 

the freedom of his wife Anna G&orgia, and their son William, 
'. 

but he died before he had suffioient money to do so, and also 
J 

before the civil War, whioh he predioted would ensue between, 

the North and South. His son William says that he remembers 
. . 

well the events that led up to his father's burial; he states 

that the white people dug his grave whioh was six feet deep. 

It took them three days in whioh to dig it on acoount of the 
• 

hardness of the olay; when it was finished he Was put sorrow

fully away py the _hite folk who thought ,so muoh of him. 

William ·was a boy of nine at that time, and he remembers that 

his mother was so grieved that he tried to oonsole her by teil-
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,1ng her not to worry·papa's gain' to oom' baok and bring us 

some more quails· (he had·been aooustomed to bringing them 

, quails during his life)' but William So.1!liowingly sa,id -he 

never did oome baok.· 

Anna, Georgia was a 00 ok and gene re.l hQuse 

woman in the Davis' . home. She was a half breed, her mother 

being a Cherokee Indian. Her husband. William, was a desoendant 

or the Cheehaw Indians, some of his forbears 'being full-
, " 

blooded Cheehaws. Their Indian 'blood was fully evident, state9 

William junior. The Davis f.amily tree a.s he lenew it was a.s ' 

follows: three 'brothers, Sam, Thoma.s and Jefferson Davis (Pres

ident of the Confederaoy.) sam Was the eldest of tbethree and 
-

had four ohildren, viz: Jaok, Robert J Riobardand Jashington. 

Thomas had four, viz': James, Riohard, HUsha and Minna. Jef'fer

eon Davis' family was not known to William as he lived in Vir

ginia, whereas, the other brothers and their families lived 

near eaoh other at -Blaok Swamp.-

Jaok Davis, the master of William Sherman, 

was the son of Sam DavIs, brotner of Je!'rereon DavIe. 'rhom8.a 

~nu Sam DaVia were oomparatively large men, I while Jefferson was 

thin and of medium height, resembling to a great 'exte~t the 

late Henry Flagler of Florida East coast f~e, states William. . , . 
lany times he would oome to nsi t hie bi"pthere at -Black swamp.

Fre would drive up in a two-wheeled buggy, drawn by a. horse .. 
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• O~trt~mes he visited his nephew, Jaokand they wou~d get 

together in a. lengthy' oonversation. Somet1mee he .would re -

maiD. with the Davis family fora few days and tben retu~n 

to V1rgt~ia, On these visi t.B William s:tates that he' 'saw -
I 

him personally. These visits or SOjourns oocurred prior to 

the Oivil Waf. Jack Davis bei. a comparatively poor man 
- . 

had only eIght slaves on hie plantat1on;- they were housed 

in log oabins made of oypress timber no~ohed' together in 
. . '; I . 
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such a way a8 to give it the. appearance -of having been Quilt 

\ of -regular lumber.' @t w8;~ muoh larger' an.,. ~f different arah~;" 
\ teoture than the . slave oabins, however:-j . 

fte few slaves thathe:;llad:~a.ro.~ a1; (,:00 o· clock 

in the morning and prepared themselves for the field. !hey . -

stopped a.t noon for a ,light lunch which -they . always -took 
. . 

wi th them and at sun"';d.own they qui t work and went to their 
• 

respeotive os.bins. cot~on, oorn, pota.toes and at.her commod

ities were re.ised. There was no regular-overseer- employed. 

DaViS, the ms.ster a~ted intha.t oapa~ity. Be was very kind to 

them and seldom used the whip. Aft·er the outbreak ot'. the Oivil ~ 

War, white men called wPa,tarollers8 were 'posted around the 
I . ~ 

Y8.11011S· plantations to guard aga in s't runawa,.,. and if , .. alave • 
. - , 

were caught off their ~8spect1 ... e plantations w1tho'latpermlts 

.' from their mB.Bters 

. , 
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routine f~~ JaQk navis' slaves for .he, gave the ~J&t~Ol~.»8· 

speoifio <?rders that if any of them were eaughtoft th~ 
.. . 

planta.tion ntllouta permit not to m~le8t th~m.buttolet .. 
them prooeed where they were ~UD.d. Will said that one of 

the slaves ran. away. and when he was oaught his master gav" 
. J 

him ~ light whipping and told him . to· -go OD now sad runaway 

if you want to.- He sa.:1.d. the ~laye._lkeda.~7 bu.1 never at.: 
, . 

tempted ,to ;run a1l8.y again •. '1111" states that be was some.lfhat of 
. I I 

a .pet- around the plantation and did a~osta.he waD't;e4 to. 

He woUld .go hunting~ fishing and aw1_ing1ti.th hi. master's 

sons who were about his age. solletime. he~ul4get in:to a . 
" .. -. . ", . .. - . 

fight with one of the boys and r,any time~ he would ~ the vio-
I 

tor, ~ his fallen 'foe WC1!1ld sometimes' exclaim: that ,'th$t lioking 

t.hat you gaTe me sure hurt" B and that ended :the a!fa1r; there 

was no f~therill feeling be~ween thea. 
. / , 

·Zgati •• : !he' slaT~s were not allOwed to 

study. The white ohildren ~d1ed a large -Blue BaoltB !ebetel 
• • 

l1!el~e..t and when one had thoroughly learned i t8 oon:tente he 

was aons1dered to be eduoated • 
• 

Re11gioB: . !he s1&.,..s had 1;h~1r 0... ohurch 

but 80met1ll8. went to the ohurohes of their' whiteaaster. 

where they.ere relegated to the atreme:r:e&r,. JOlln xe11e1,. 
~ '. ' . . . . . 

whi t8 !DIJ1~ otten. preaohed :to the. ~nd lrould adlBon1eh ·thell-a'; . 
. ...., .. . "';. 

follo.ai-YOu a118t obey your.atet- ..,0. ."asWl. ,-0" aut . , 

',- ... ",:.',: 
.•. ~;. _~: ".;. •.. J.t/:.;. > .• '", .... 
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niggera.- After the beginning of tbt ~ theyhelcl-!Aee:iing_,-' 

among themselves in their oab1ns. 

B§!t1g..1·Th.08ealaves who· believed ariel accept- . 

ed the CJhrietlan . Doctrin,e were a._1 "·ted ·i.n.to· the ohuroh after 
I 

being baptized in one of the surrounding ponds. 
. ;' 

Cruelties: There ~sa very wealthy plantation' 
r ' \.'; • 

owner who 11"~d near the Davis plantation; he' had eleven Planta-

tion.s, the dallest ()ne waa' cultivated: by three.~dred. elaves • 

• ftbie8 they woud work n~ly aU' night •• lllatates t: ,' .. ,L t 

.that..;,,~; 1t_8 'not' a.n unuaualtll1ilg to hear lnthe8~11m~rn-
. '. /"" . ' 

ings the eohoes of ra" hide whips oracking 11ke the report of',a 

gun against the bare backs ,of the slaves who were beiag lJ'hipped. 
'-;1 

They would moan. aq,d groan in &JOny~ :but the .~~plng .. enton un-
, . 

til the mastar's' wrath was appeased. John Stoke8, a Whi~e plant&- . 

tion owner who lived near the Davis'plantat10n encouraged slaves . . \ . . .. ' .. 

to ··'steSJ. from their Jl8,sters anel bring the stolen goode 'to hill; he 
, . " 

would, purcha.e the goOd8 for .u.fll le88 'th&n 'their -1110.. one tiJlle . 

one of the Sla.~8 -put it out-, that -Jlaasa- stoltes ft8 buying 

. stol.n gooda.stokes hard of this and hi. wrath ~8arOU8edj 

he had to find the -hi"gger- who was oirCUlatlng thi8 ruaor. Ere 
'. " 

wentatter hi. in gre~ t turf and flnal17 suooe.d.ed ialooa tiog 
'. ' \ 

him, whereupon, he gave hill a' good' -heine- _d' wam.' ll1a -if , 
\ : ' , . 

, ~ 

he eyer .ad. anything like tll&'tSCaln fro. lU., lie ._ .. sol~ 

to kin h1Jl. ' ft. aoau&tloJlS •• te"t., ~.,,~.·'_t'h •• If,Te 
,; i'" ''': ' . -

. . ' 
" ...;' '. 

.... , 
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desisted in further disou.ssion, of the affair for "old lIa.ssa. 

Stokes was a treaoherous man." On another oooa.sion one of ~he 

292 

Stokes' slaves ran a~y a.n.d he sent steven Kittles,'known 80S the 

Idol man,' to oatoh ~he esoape. (The dogs that went in pursuit of 

the runaway slaves were oa.lled DNigger dogsD; they were used speoif

ioally for oatohing ~unaway slaves.) This partioular slave had quite 

a. ahead start" on the doge tha.t were trailing him and he hid among 

some ' float ing logs" in a large pond; the dogs tra.iled him to the pond 
• and began bowling, indioating that they-were approaohing their prey. 

They entered the pond to get their viotim who was seourely hidden 

from sight; they dissapeared and the next seen of them' was their 

dead bodies floating upon the water of the pond; they had been kill

ed by the escap&;C "They were fUll-bloog.ed hounds, suoh as were uS,ed 

in hunting esoa.ped slaves and were about fifty in number. !.he slave 

made his esoape and was never seen again. Will relates that it was 

very oold and that he does In:t ~derste.n" how"the slave could sta.nd 

the ioy waters of the pond, but evidently he did survive it. 

Civil War: It was rumored that Abra.ham Linooln 

said to Jefferson Davis,ftwork the slaves until they are about 

twenty-five ,or thirty years of age, then liberate them.· Davis re

plied:-I'll never do it, before I willI I'll wade knee deep in 

blood.- The re5U~ was that in 1861, the Civil War, that struggle 

whioh was to mark the final emanoipa.tlon of the slaves 
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, 
'began. j' effer son", na. vis t bro ther a, Bam and. TOil, j ol.nedtlle' 

Oonfederate foroee, to ge,therwi th their soas who .",ere old 

enough to go, exoept James, Tom t 8~onJ · ... ho 'could liot ,go on 

aoooun t of 111 health. and 1f8,S lett behind as overseer on 
Jack Davis' plantation. Ja.ok Davia joined the artillery re,

iment of' captain Bazors' Company • '!'he warprog~esBe4, Sherman, 

was on his, famous march. 'fne -Tankees- .bad m&de 'such sweep-
t 

ing advanoes until they were in Robert8.11l~,. South ~olina. 

a.bout five m'iles from~Blaok Stramp." The report of gun fire 

and oannon could be heard fro. the plantation. -Truly the 
, 

Yanks are here- everybody thought: fbe only·happy folk"ere. - -
the alaves, the whites were in distr,e~8.Jaok ~Vi8 returned 

from the field ~f battle to his plantation. He was on ~ short 

furl()ugh. ~i8 wife, -.iSBUSw Davis asked him exei tedly ,if:h. 

thought tlie wYankees· _1'8 golag to win. He repli~d:-I'oif I 

did lid kill everygAmnesl nigger on the ~la()e.w Will wh~ _s 
I : . .~-

then a lad of nineteen was standing nearby and on hearing his 

,. master's remarks, sa.id: wThe Yankees aint gonna. ltlU me cauae, . 
um goin to Laurel Bay· (a swamplooated on th, plantat1on.)jj; Will 

eays that wb.a,,_ he ~eall1 meant 1I'8.S that his master _. not 
~ 

going to k1l1 him beoause he intended to run off and go to the 

wYankees. w !hat afternoon Jaok Davie returned to the wfront

and that night Will told hie mother, Anna Georgia. that he _s 

goIng to ~bert8ville&n4 j()ln the 'Y~ee8.· Be aael, h1eeo1l81-. 
. • . • _,' •. - "t-. 

\. ' , 
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who 1i.,84 on ""the, Davis' plantation elipped. ,off and ... neled .: \ 
. . " . , I', 

their way to all of the surroun~ng ,plantations apreacUDS 
" 

the".newa that the -Yankeeswwere in Robert.'I'ill. and 'exhort-
• . '. f . 

" 

ing them to follow and join them. Soon tke two ~d. fOllowing 
. '.' . ' 

of about five hundred' slaT8a who 'abandOnedthelrmasterst 

pla.ntations -to meet the Yankee8~· En ma.8.~, the,. lIlarohed break

. lngdOwn, fenoes tha.t obstruoted. their iP&Is&g8, oare~ull,. a~ld-
. . 

, 1.ngW,Oonfederate piokets· who werlt 8ta;~oned throllghout the' 
, .. '. . . , 

., ~oUntrY8i4e. ,.After marohing about fiVeml1$s"the.,. ,reached a 

'I; '" 

'. ~ldge ,that spanned 'the S&vannahRi.,er~'· a'pOint that t~e -Ya.ukees. 

h,ld. There was a Union 101eUer 'standing gua.;d .and before he 
I . 

realiseel lt~ this group of tive hundred S1&'I'88 we~e upon him. 
• • '. I 

Beoomlng o~gnlS&nt that, someone' _supon hill, he "heeled around 
, ",' " 

1n tp.e darkness, with gun levelted at the .appJ-oa.ohlng 81a'l'8. 
. ""'" 

and cried ·I"a.lt!. Willis oO~s1n then spoke, up,wDoan s~ot ~8S 

.. e t s j~s friends •• Afterrecogniz1ng who they .ere, 'thet were 

ada1 tted lnto the camp that· wae 8atab118heda:round the bridge •. 
\ 

There were about seveu thousand of General Sher.maa'a soldiers 

oamped there, ha'rinro~os8edthe Savannah lil",. on a-pOntoon 
j ,,'\ -, 

bridge that. they hadconstruoted while enroute fia Green IpriJig_ 

~O:I~", -Wh10h the, ha~. t~en. ,u' Pard. ~h&cll.'t th •• ~ ~eo~l.l, 
,&RProaoh '80 ,aear to l11m without l:eal18iJlg their appre"h " ••.. 

~ , '", : 

\ 

-. , 
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...... 
oourt Ilariilalled that night for being dilatory in his duties • . ...,;. 

..... 

The:rederal officers told' the sla.ves that they could go along 

wi th' them or go to SaVannah, ~ plaoe that they had already, 

oaptured. Will deoided that it was best for him to go to Sa

vannah.He·, left, but the majority of the slav:es remained"i th ' 
.-~-.--- .' '. 

the troops. They were «lroute to Ba~swell, south. Oarolina, to . --------------.......--..-,,_.,. ." . 

seize'Blis creek F~rtthat was held by the Confederates. As , . ._ .... _... ..-.. ~ ...... -.. _ ... -z: -- . ,I " 

the rederal, troop~ marohed ahead, the~ were ifollowe.d by the vol-

unteer s~ave8 •• ost of these unfortunate slaves were slain by 

'bush whaokers- ( 09Dfederat.~· snipers who ,fired upon thell fro •. 
"-- .-~-.---~---.--- ,.. •.• j •• 

a.mbush.) After being killed they were d!~!-etated and their head.s 

plaoed upon Posts that lined the fields so th&t they oould be 
I 

seen by other sla.ve8 to warn th~ of what would befall them if 

they' attempted to esoape. The battle at !:Blis 'OreekFort': · .. as on, 

in whioh both armies displayed great heroi8llj most of the Federa.l 

troops that made the first attaok, were killed as the Oonfederates 
. . .r,. , 

seemed to be irresistible. After rushing up r8flnforcements, the 
-J 

Federals waxe sucoessful in oapturing it and a large number of 

'Rebels.· 

Gen.eral Sherma.n Ie cuetom _s to maroh &heat 

of his army and out rights of way'" for them· to pa.G8~At thi8point 

of the war, many of th~ slan8. were esoaping fro. their plaatatlons 

and joining 'the -Yankees.· Ali of thoae alaTe8 at"~Blaoks.a.P'_. 

did not TOlunt&rily run away and go to th., .Yank ••• • .... r .... f:.:, •• 
. \ " - . ". " ~ 
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Will now found himself in, Savannah, Georgia, , 

after refusing to go to Baras"'ll, South o8.rolina~ With the 
__ 1 

Federal"$ fhis refusa.l saved '~hlm troll the tat. of his ufortu- , 

na.te brothers who went. Savannah was fille4with SIIoke. the 

attermath otagreat battle. Lying in tlleWlroatt'tiTerWbetween 
, ' , 

Beaufort, South carolina, and Savannah, Georgia. were two Union 

gun boata, the I; wa:t1asb l ' and "Jlan' 0 iv,!' whioh had taltenpart in 

the battle that resulted'in theoapture of sava.nnah. Everything 
, ' ,( - " 

was now peaoeful againj Savannah, _a noW' #&Union ' 01 ty., Dnr of 

the elaves were joining the Union a~y. !hos~ .laves who joined 

were trained about' two days and then eent to thefrontj due to 
. . .' 

laok of training they were 800n killed. The weither_s oold, it . 
was February, 1862, trostwa.8 on the ground. Will soon lett ea-

, ,( , 

Tannah tor Beaufort, South ca.rol1I)& whioh had., fa.ll~D before' t11e 

nyazikee w attaOk. Solliers, and slaTes filled:the street8. !he 

slaves were giTen all of ~he food and olothes that theycoul4 

oa.rry- oonfi8oated goods from the ·.Rebels.' After a tioodr .atruggle . 
. -

in whioh both sidea l~et heavily and whloh 1s,8tet\tor ab()ut fi.,.. 

years, the war tinally endedJlay IS, ·lElSS.W1l1 was then ~ yo~ 
, . , \ .. ' 

ma.n ,twenty-three YMfa ot age and ..... atlll in Beaufer"'. lie ,aY8 

that 8y .. a pla day. Everybody oelebrated (except the Sollthe:rn-

era )~,{h..l&ye8 _er.. 'De. \" '.. \ 
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, I 

Thousanda of 'ederal soldiers were in' evidence. 

The union amy _s Victorious and "Shsrra&n··. llaroha ftS ... 
~~ . 

• sUQoeSs~~-A8tat.s:. that when Jef~ersoll Davia wa, captured 

he was disguised in women' ~ olothes. , ~ 

. Shem.an states that )'lQrida. had • reputation of' 

having very o-rue1 ma.ste:rs •. Be says ths.t .he]:! slaves gOt T.8rY 
. . 

unruly, they were told that they, were going to be sent to 

Florida so. they. oould be' hancUed.· During the warthol1sande of 
, . 

.' ," 

slaves fled trom V1rg1nia into "Oonneott_out and .lew Hampshire. 

, 

In 1867 W1l1iam Sb~lett Beaufort and went to JIa~rt,noZ:ida 
to 11v~. Be r.a1ne4. theie'uritil 1890, then'mq~.d to Honee,Florida,' 

living there for awhile; he finally settte~ in Ohasevl1l.~· Florida, 
I 

where he now 'liTes. During his many years of iifs he has beeli . 
. . 

married twioe &nd haa been the father of slxteea ohilQren~ all of . , 

whom are dead. He ~ever reoeivedany f~rmal ecluo&t-1on, but learn

ed to read and. stud1edtax1dermy, Whioh he praotised for man:,. year •• 

. 1Ie 11&8 at one time Inspeotor of Eleotioas at Manor" .. 
during Reoonstruction Days. lie' recalled an incident' tJaa,1i 'ooour1'84 

during the~ pe:rforaanoe of' hie duties th.ere, whioh.' ••. as .tollo ... : 
. . . 

llr. John Dogge1;t who n.. running for of:f101 on the Deaooratio t10ket 

br~ught a ~b.r of' oolored people '0 .-aJpOrt·br l>oat' fro. Obas.~ 
-. \ - ' . ' , 

Tille to ",1;e. ,:.r.Dosgett c1eaaa~4 t.~t the,..' ahoul4 .ot.~' _1; -11 

Shaman' ••• qua~J 1D.i~1;8J1t 1batthq ..... ul'" not .. '.~~.>.*ir" J 

, .. '. • , " ',.' '. ,:" : ,.; . ;.'~ '.,' ~ ". t.." ;::::.,~ .. >? .. 

. . ', l' " " , .• >";:;;;J;;Ii,~:;~~;lsH!;~~;i~~~~ 



8~.e. In1e~ ... 
3_e810111-. ' 
Ohaae"l11e,'J'lorida 

bad not registereEl and were notq~lified.' After lIluohargUill.g 

Mr. DOggett Saw that Sherman could not be made -to see the 

light' and .left with' hisp~ospeotive voters. ,W1lliamSherma.n 
, . 

pnoe 8e:tvedupon a United states Federal jury during his color

ful life. 

In appearanoe he oould'easil,. be regarded'as 

a. phenomenon. He is tlinety-fo~ ,ears of age ~ though he appears 

. to be, only a.bout fifty-five. Hi. hair is blaok and not grey' as 

would be expeo:t;edj his face is rqund and unlined; he has dark 

pieroing but kindly eyes. fie is of medt,. stature. Be has &l't . . 
exceptionally alert 1Il1n~ and rec~118 'pas't events with the ease 

of a youth. The, Indian blood that floys in his veins ieplainly' 

visible 'in his' features, the dolCJr of {h~.sk1n and the texture of 

his.h8.ir. 

He gives as his reason tor his lengthy life the 

Indian blood that is in him and say,sth8.t he expects to 11ve for 
, " f 

niIjltey-four Diore year •• , Today hellves a.lone.lIe raisee a fell' 

vegetabl!s and is ,content 1~ the memories of his past lifewh1ch' , 

has been full. (2) 



J":JI.' J'OhJUIOn 
1"1e.t.d. worker 
Comp~ete 

BEFERElfOES 

. . 

. Sla.Ye, Inte2:v1ew 
Aqust'aS,·1.936 
JO~A. Simms' 
Editor'"" 

299 

I. )lost of his- f:Jlende eall, bUD sHERlUI. hf!nce he a.dopt,ed 
that name. 

2. .l personal inte.n1ew with Willi_ Sherman, torme%8lave, 
at his home in Oolored:qua.rters, Chase1'111e~ Florida • 

• 

,/ 

-, 
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1 VoluntarY Slave J,r Seven Years 

3()()· 

,\ . 

\ The story of. a. free Negro of Oonneoticut, .. ~. oame. 
I 
t 
. south to .observe oonditione of slaver,y, found them very d1s~ 

tasteful, then volunta.r11y entered that siavery for seven 
. , 

years 1s the interesting ta.le that Samuel Smalls, 8 .. year 

old ex-slave of 1704 Johnson street, Ja.oksonville, tells of 

his father Cato Smith. 
~"'" ,-_ .. ,."--

Smith had been born in Connecticut, son of domestic. 

slaves who were f·reed while he was still a ohild. He grey tcr 

young m~ood in the northern state, making a· living for himself 

as a carpenter and:builder .• At these trades he is said to have' 

been very eff1clen.t. 

Still unmarried a.t the a.ge~.,.of about 30. he found in him

self a desire to travel an4 see how other Negroes in the oountry ~ 

lived. Th1s he did, going from one town toa.nother, working'for . ~.'" ~ . 

periods. of Ta.rying length in the oities in whioh he lived, eTentual-, 

11 drifting to Florida. 

His travels eventually brought h1m to Suwannee Count]', .. h.~., 

he worked for a till. a8 overseer on a planta.tlon. Oll ,a neazbJ. P~.·/ 
• j , ~ i :' ~ . ~ ;.~ , 

. , . ' . 

., 

: ·,(::.:;~'~;ii:ix;:~~ 
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ation where he sometimes visited,' he met a young woman for whom 
{ 
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heq;rew/l a ha.ve' a great affeotion. This planta~ion is said to have 

0elonged to a family of Cones, and aooording to Smalls, still ex

istsas a large farm. 

Smith wanted to marry the young woman, but a dif

ficulty developed; he was free and she was still a slave. 'He sought 

her owner. Smith was told that he might have the woman,'but he would 

have to "work out" her ooat. He was i !formed that this. would amount 

to seven years of,work on the plantation, naturally without pay. 

Withi~ a few dayS he was baok with his belcngings, 

to begin "working out" the cost ,of his wife. But l,lis work found 

favor in his voluntary master's eyes; within four years he was being 

paid a small sum for the work he did, and by the time the seven 

years was finished, Smith had enough money to immediately purchase 

a small farm of his own. 

Adversity set in, however, and eventually his ohildren 

found themselves baok in slavery, and Smith himself praotically again 

8nslaved. It was during this period that Smalls was born. 

All of the Florida slaves were soon emanoipated, how

ever and the voluntary slave again beoame a free man. He lived in the 

Suwannee county vioinity for a number of years afterward, raising & 

large family. 
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1. ;';here. and about wben, "ere you born? 

X:"t P.rr~. Ga. in *'. 
. 

2. It 701.1 _" bf)ftl on a plantation or tU1l, WhGt sort of t.".. 
1ng section 'flas 1 t 1111 . 

Ole 1>r. Jameson t" plailtatlon Mar 
Pe\~r"I, Ga. •. l\O!'tb ot ~. 

;.1.:Iow d1d·\you PQSS the time .a a eh11d"i What eOl't tid chores 
dld J'OU . do and what did "ou J)la7f 

I 1!IOPketi ~ the table 1n ., f}& '.,.ttl 
41n1 .. ng' roe.. I 41 ... ·1;. plq'. 1 eOlD8ttm.a 
puUed. th'rOlI\ds fop .,tbeP. She Wile a ' 
tine 8&amavttlss rot! ,_ plaatattoa. 

les ,I was the pet. 

5. ('ow ~;,r 8laws Weft theN on the _ .. plutatlon or r ... ? 

lie must bave bad about 41' .la .... 

s. Do you t'sm:'Jbel' what ldnd. f4 eook1ns \ttenst18:iOUI' _t'her 
tuJ9d'~~ 

Wo ba<l co~r k8ttle8 ,orooka, and t.on 
kettles. ttl walted 01\ .. table When L1ncu1I 
("~:me ~. lllat day we hatf. oblelten hub 
and batter oake~ and dJ-led . -.leon ... 

7 • ~sbat wel*f~ your maln foods and boW ~ tbe" oooke4' 
• " , 1 

•• had ew:n'bh1ng t.lat ._ good (I ." e 
tn IQ' _QS~;. 'kitehea) ~"'pot.t .. 
biscuit., 001"ft. tread, ples .. 4 ... ~~s.na- eat aft,. 

26717 . J 
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• Do you MJIlombep aaklns 1nt1tatloa Ot' _betltute coN •• ,. 

grinding up 001m or' Peanut- , ' 

No, _ alura,.. bad the bee t ot Jaya cot,... 
I usod to pind 1t 1n the coft •• mill 
tat! .,. t'ias8J'. 

~). i)() you POD))nber ever lianng. When you were young, an,. other 
k:1.n.<1 of b!'('~Qd bosldos COIPfl breQflt 

Yes. Batter eakes, b18eu1t~~ and 
Vl'llte bread. 

10. ':)0 you !'omembep e'9'8.J)OI'Qtins SOB wnter to get salt? 

No. ~ie did not u w so tar tpom lacon and the Ole 
Dootor he WQ.~ ;rIch and '"bOU{sht suer:" th1np. 
'E1.' ·ls DOW he enme to be 80 rlob. He 
didntt oha:PG8 the l»Ol' folk. Wben he doc-
twed them, ~t they would be so glad tbat 
he ~4e them well that thoJ' kept a Sl...tn' h1m 
tM'.'1p, bed quilts, e~ lcbns,' just 6'gert thinge 
'I1'~n he he.d maCh Q blS p1e.atation abatt 200 or 300 
a~c, but, I didn't 11ft on the nlantatlcm.. I 
worked 1-:1 ~"l. hOme.' , . 

11. "he~ :,ou W'e!'e 0. olJ1ld. t4lat DfJrt or atc".,' de 'roo ~bcn~ 
'O'JJP mother havinG. Did the", haw a hanlin; pot ',n the 

fire p,aoe, and did the.,. make their cnad].eu ottmiP 'O\ft'1 
t~l~f . 

iJ!y mother {lld not co<*. - ahe Vias n S~fJ1al 
seamst1"OSs lIJenaat. The,. had ttreplaoee on 
the plaatat"on ud they alwa.,. wu.rd tall. 
~es at thQ doet()!lt 8 plaoe untilartor 
tbo tmano1pat1on. t·hen the (loot_wae u&6 
of the ffMrt-onos to ba.,y coal 011 lampa .. 

1:-:. Did ;""lLl usc! Ell) open well or :t"J.t'lp to get t;,he \fdter"i 
( 

1>70, ~ went to the apainc to set the 
water. we toted It :tn oedar tucbta. 
llbe s~ \jO:- boxsd into Go well ehe.pecl 
hole, deep enouI;Yb to dlp the tiJQte!' ou' 
otlt. It was the bertt water. They bad 
n town pump at ;:aeoo. 

1;) • 1)0 you y'ema;;ber vlre n 1Ol1 f1rst f~QW lee in ;"'egn1.e.r . form? 

Yea. The,. bad 10101e8 i::t Oool'gU. 
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14. Did yOW .r..s17 work lnthe ,.-t_ f't.1da 01' 1ft the oottOll 
fields on.~th. i'~. o~ what sort O'tvork d!d ther'do? . 

. 16. 

17. 

.,. :tathett' wa.s ·a blo.okcmlh. He did. all 
ldnds of blaokstdtbtng. lie even ~. plowe. 

, 
If the7 wQt9ked in the houfte or al)o,.tt the ;~la~, 'h11at e01"t 
of wQrk did tbey do~ 

I 

.~ mother WQS 'one of the best seamDtr-eGt~e., .. he 
sewed aU day long v"lth bet- tinge"_ She ",...,., 
the .finest 111k Cb-(J$ses uno. eYen made teilcn-ed 
\su1ta. ' . 

1)0 'Y0U r~:':Jbet' ever helping tan and ~e bidee and pig hldea? 

Tlley d1d- those thit181J on t~ :-jlqtflt1oa.· 'J.,.,. 
CW!'8d gba t skina and shoe p skins ." too. The 
abee» skins would 4l'Y 80 sloWlY that. tM7 
wOl,\14 let the rsla'feS lie on them ail nlsbt 
'to keep them. Rl'm and ha.aten o'b' dt"J"1.na. 

f~a a 1JOUbgo PeNon- Wbateo.t of WOI4t dld you do? Jr°,ell helped 
your mother 9.;pound the1':ouse o~ cllt firewood or' swept the' 
~, say 80. . 

I cleaned .and d:u'hd ad iIfllted OIl·tM u14e ..... 
. bede and ~t e....,tblng 1n .000el*.·:;sah$d df.8 •• , 
pol1shed sllwN'8.l!'eaad did tbe most traty~. 

18. \;l"len yO'll W6;!te t~ehild do you vem&m~ llOW s-oJ)14t q.W. 01"11, 
't:J1:' spun t~aa, or ~1ek$d {Jut co'ton !;t,.ed, or~$lghed bOt ton, 
Of' what . sort of baa 0 \i.'1ilS \&sed on. the cO' ton ba18.' oX di4 . 
not n~ to .~. lntt I used t~ -plq.w1th t'lle· jp1nnl~ . 
• e18 • '{'he,.. ginned tate eo~ tOil 011 the plaatatlon. lhey' \lad fa 
horae to ~ll tbe~1n. , ' 

~1le7welgbi4 the cottoaw1th Ii be- aatn.-t&b',. 
l~ . dood slawploked 000.' 11m. Qf'. til 0 

•• 0 ott'0!!79 day.. 
Haao,. eo':u{\ p,J.ck 3' 011 400 lb~ day • 

. . ~het,l go out ... 17 in the <1.,. anrl'l"Ul'l l.n ahead of 
i;J:lEl anm ta'l<l nO one woturl knOti she llQG DElen O\lt. 
That's hOw she would get -aheadot the l'f I8t •. 

19.Do. you 't'emem'ber wb~t . scn-t of aoep tbey uetd:'t lJo'il dld ther' 
get the lye tor ':makir!:S thesoap"t '. 

-,' . The,. _de sott soap boiled ill ~ ·big- ke~ttl.·· 
Tbe:v .a.e .... l,-eotxt of ashes paeked. bl. o· 

an old ~lo' tb ... t bed e hole 1:4. tbe bottom. 
i"Mywo1l1d..-& abo:'" lowtn th0iQP ot . " 
the' bartr.l &ad. pov ftLln wate.-bf it. ibta . 

'>' .•. " 



would gradually soak thrOugh the aSMB aIl4 8.ep .aut 
or too bott_ of the baprel' vf:,loh tbe,. tipped uP 
80 that it would dft1n tho 1,. out into a ,,"8.el. 
Then tb8y Vlculd take the 178 and boll it 1n the kettle 
wit hold GZ'tlG.BO and mt:~at rind.. The . 1,. as ",..., 
sttaona It They had to be caietul no t to get laW ot it on 
their hands 01' 1 t WO\41(~ take tho sk 1 n off. At. tbe7 
would stir the pease and 1,.. it wO''lld roam and coOk 
111",. Q je117 Rnd whfn it coiled \1e had 80ft 808P. It 
would aurae chase the dirt, belt it vas hard on the han(~s. 

306 

:':':). ::'he.t did they une for dyeing tl'~roQd and o10th, and how did 
they ('tJc them? (,('ho'~ ~;:ould dig. indigo roota and cook the . 

nl !..J • 

roots Vllcl wanches fOl'l1 laue d;re. Fop nurp1e by m1xed 
~ed G1l.d 'blue •. The:-l \9'OU1d pick tl'.e borri('l'~ o,rf t 1"e 
gG.llbe~ bUsl168 for ~ed. The robin's yellow Gad 
mixed ysllOTc Wld rod f ··r oI'unt,:!o, and ,.,11OWt Q!::ld blue 
for "'2'(; ~)!h 

'-:," 

0id ;,t"our moth(J use big. wooden rTO.shtube with cut-out holes 
Of). oc:ch side for tl')o t1.\'}t,'"O%'s? 

~t&a .~"e ;:nade cedar tube on tbo~}lantQtiM. l~d W'G 
, bad 8~:le ~n wll made lar. wooden 1'10"118 on t or 

JUGgles nut fpo'I"'~ loge or the tu1'1& tree. 1fie,- \1ould 
run '; he:1 t.ln'tough a machino aM they would eome out 
round and then they would ~rnooth them clown. 'I'he,' 
m1xed bread in those big 'bowls. 

~22. Do 'Y('jill" t-61:1O"-~':'.'6~ the wa., they mad" shoes by l,e.nd 1W. tlte 
country? 

\'"es .. a.l1 CUP s1"1oes were, made ty:, the plantation. 
., 

~];:;). no :!tJ'1 :rei:lEt'oor ~e.Ybs the 0 1cken fGathers and goose :feath
ers al\fJavs :t'-r "our fsatbertbedsf i'," • • . 

Yes. 

~34,. Do you rem~:'Jber i;n'~n woman WO~} i-lOops in their ski,.-ta, and 
w en ~he:r stopped WOIl?'.ng tho~"1 end wore nm'l'OW 1k!:J'lts? 

:~&S. r.t~e dootOP' a f'11ks \,j6l'0 80 stJ711eh tha tthay would 
not let the sorftntsW'&a'P hoopa, but we could set the 014 
ones the. t, t.hey threw awa,. and haw - big time !,f'8.Y' ng 
wlthtMm anti ,we woald gO (QtO'.m4 w1tht!'lerr.! on when 
tl1~' W~!)1"O gnnfoJ and eouldn' t s./le U If . . 

25. Do You remembe~ wl18n. yo.U til' t saw YOUP ti!'st windmill? 

Hover did aee one. 

26. 1)0 you ra1ThMllber When you tirst SQW bed apr1nga instead 01 
bod. rope.? 



~)ir/. "hen did you seo tbG :tiNt bug:7 end \vl:lQt did it look 11ke? 

T!"!(; doeto~. he l::o.d the ~f!.t of' such th1nss. :ie 11fLt] u. 
taeZUlelt ru'e:! an.d OOf'!9t:1.~·;e s lle d.!'->!v b:ro bo,..soe i:;: 
bit. ~):~clo ii.lben. t. W\lZ his dPivo:;? ",lwu the doctort 
wanted to :put on gtt'-'"at style j and GO to the statiOn 
to r1(~t som~ r:loh OOt~ he :hnd one 01 the ~~1Cf1' 
oabs wltJ: tl':e dtt1ftr td.-I-,tin t u~ b1gl'~ in f'ytont, btJ.t 
whpu he ~nt to- 888 his pationts" 110 td taka 'his fi(~e' 
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to 1!P:""")ttnd, Iro htla wo 38.ddle iX'eks 'with u. swap 
'Z;hat he WOLtld tll1'(Wl O--lell h1£i shoul.d&~. 110 wc )14 haw 
one peck l,,:.e,tl~lng itl front a:ru! the oY"her hunains 'behind.. 

no, rry MOtl1er's filOthe:r- W{U':' taken fi~')t~ her vnd sold 
'Whea she \lOS tt ::;a.by41 So I "~'vel' seud m:! &THntl\'?:othe1'" 
and I dontt know. anymore a'bcn1.t my g1't1...~~at.hel" tban 
a mO~~10 about a band """''V. a;. • P' _,.,,....,.,.. .«, .........,..:.::::;:::. 

f;O. ;)0 ;1('ft.J. ~'el?!O 't'Ol" the TIlO;]8yullGd r~Shin-pl!4~tc~;.e?fl 

~"va C"}()ll -~'16nty. I ~';:;UeetJ uy ,~ncnt6I' ->':1.: oo···~~e18 of thEm7. 

··'i'lD.t 1nt0r~~stL'lg h:i,stwic&1 evaute he.!):~)c~(:d dU\'l':ul{; YfY,J.!" 
Yi);lJtl1,. - SUfJh as Sherman's Ji't.tIIq pe.csi'~g th'ougl"! ct01.1'r section? 
'iii ;.ro: l:libl{;f;S the !1a'{,)peninge and ~lhat i?;t1n the reuotion 
o:r tho ct11D:!' 'Hogroes to them? She~man ttl L""r.,. \",r'>~lt tJ:"l..!'Ougb 

re~"'17 but they did not do any ds.rnage tl1erc. !i"'heJ 
(SlJr?eOt(lf! tl~t'-i -;':;0 C<Ytn6 ffild 1.1UI"l€lfl lorn of ""'000 and 
valuable th:!.11gs, and \J'hen they c 1'.i1C t~;"ey to-ok them 
to the s:~).")lre h:,Ye!ses und told thor:~ to h<'~lp t~::::,y 1 ves. 
':1'i()¥ cltd not ~ G.'tXJ' houses th(..~('1. 

, . ., "..t...;;l', ~. ~A *~o enlisted 01' to:1,u(""<l tho northern .~.!... ;;.t..U ~~O'J, 10"l'\0"JJ' Dny ~~e~ _..-:t wu ., 

~? 

r 



'7. ,'.~ 
V.-· .. a 

Pap • 

Yes, plen.,. weat ·'lith. their bo~Sl but ran ott ,. She!'
men s ~ wen be came along. VIle wOr!8.1l'a husband I 
knowed,Mr. Bethel, he sta'J'ed with his master _d 
d1dn't Mm off' with the Northern U'IIT. ,i,hen he WQ~ giveD 
y'ds freedom, his lllS.ster give him nice houlJe. 

Did you. knOYl any Negroes who enlisted 1~ the Soutl1ern A~? 

Lbout a11 'r l:new. 

~,::'. 1:ld ;70;"'.r l"!tlster join the CCfl'rj'eder-ao,.??· at do :rou reme!!'bet
of his ·"oturn from' the vrar? Ur was he wounded or killed? 

ITis two S0118 joined the army. James was killed. but 
Bud, he wO'tlld neve~ get through telling \':al" stories 
when ne'nme bank. 

;j~~. Did you live t,,: :JQvann#lh whe-f1 She:rman and tho Northern fOllese 
w.arlrod t}1..rot1~h the sta.te, and do you rem0~ber the excitam_' 
:t~': :<cour town OttQJ.'Iound the l,lantatlou '~lhere ::tOU lived? 

1:ro. 

0'. Did cur master.8 bou~e get l'l'ohbed O~ b11~ned during tl1e time 
ot Sherman' 0 march? 

;:;c. ;i~hat kind of uniforms did they weer dving t}~e civil war'! 

Blue and grate 

j~\"at sort of medicine lIas uBed in the days ,just af'ter the war? 

Describe a Hegpo doetOl' of that period. 

iJe never got sick. [>omatiaes they would g1 vo us oU 
with e. drop O~ two of turpentine 1n a big EiDoonful. 

r:fhey put turpentine on (JUts and sOPes. 

Z.fj. ~;)1::at do -:/,0:' ~e:me'fber aboclt Northe!'D people or o1J.tside people 
Ll.ovinc in ton 0 Ol'PJ\!UI11 t,. a it er the Wtll'? 
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Yos. Jake ~10S~ he as D. colored teaehe~. Fe vms sent down 
to teac:, the' colored school. lie taU[iht around .from 
Atlanta to 1i-lorlda. He took yellow f(.;ver a31d dIed 
f}y brother he teached::'oho,::>l. bttt I neVGl~ went to school. 
I larned 111:1 ABC's from my masS7t s childron. I aint ~lTer 
forgottem. I eOllld aay 'em now. 



"'4'"'1 0...,. 

I had It the ·~ae. I had It 200d 'rith l7(f' :maB.,.. 
but the ~st W\IB paid G01:l6 1 '!t'·tle \Jfl£(U'iJ. r'Ul' 
plantatIon was e!l led. a frteo ;>1..... ~r;me ot the 

• slaves WOi'l:cd so "Ttl11 And :made moneY' tor the ' 
ma(!\~ ~ .1.'led their treedom C3ft\~ bero' 'ranelpna

. S""U!l. 'I 'hoQPd one 00!'!18 to h1..Yl't eM. sa,. I ho',ve 
&at rlJm.l ~.;lO an' heretcbed down in '~18 ~;)o.ket an' 
palel hit. ..., 

DO you Itnow anythiii,1.G about poltt1ccl ~oetJ...Da8 8blt clubs 
forlr2ed att.. the~? I hoersd ab::'lut do Dklwc bllt I 
never aid see none. 

Do :/<)ll k!1Oi1 e..."l)'t1',ir:g !'ege.rding the lot~.:e::"s tm1 ~t()p1ee 
from :'~.8I'OG. \'tho mlpa.ted nO)'tth aft.e:r t·he warl 

I lle&r tsll-: 'bout some Jm:3Ya goint ureal" dem ant 
1}~1nc1nt bsek moptn dey had 1n de rust place. 

42. ~~Gre there :,;J.rq'f NetJl'Oeli ot O"tl'r aoqualnta Cij 'W!10 ~ 
skilled in any pestttoullu.'t 11M or WOPk, 1~' so giw 
tleta11s'( 

The "[''U.l''n6l''S ];'8& f"dt'nittt'f'e ~1d. ~-";obe e~', btar.!lps on 
just 11kG that atand and bed. '':'he71 nnw fsnv 
ct'"d.re l\n' nut oO\7h1dO soats streteh-uC!'088 'om. 

Yen. ~,::YA()n, be 'lil0nt to £IoSl'O s3~~ol t~e montba 
a. ,-sr. The son t:::eld that be studied ';,ebst8pt. 
8~11(.n". Y1e.i:'voy'o ,Randel", l(j~ 'h.is {iIC's ead . 
stud1ed 901::'16 111 history. geog:re..Ph7 and aPithmetle • . 

44. now old Wf~Jte ~tou at tIle cloth; of the (;ltv!l w&.l't 

21 yosrta. 

45. JJesorlbe the type of. early 'Pelt-gtolle m6E'1thl£h tho preach-
3~e. ete. ' 

I \lent to to\YJl to '17 lnas,-' a c:~;.4l:#cb. l~at 'lone 
side on tem and held the baby. tiy' fattor', he 
held t1t:et:lnga on the pleatation 8.!W ,pPQ~ 
meet insa just like t!w" ~.w now. 

" 
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Co ~;o~l!- 1'x'1enda belt..,.. in o1w.1"P.'IIJ and conjure trap, and what 
~1fl8 b:-,6n their e~tcmee with maslc and spells? 

I gu.e~s acne claim dey belie... 1· oech thinP. 'bat 
I (Jon t t \"':.' CIIl whet!~Ctt tbe;r do O!' not • 

, . 
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Yes. I see 'em ploW w1d l1oxen. Dey ,tlsod tl10 k1n4 
of plOt/. the,? r.cade on tbG plantation. I dl(m't 
plow, but I used to haw full Q. go1n' rount 'n the ;')1.d 
OX tvJo-wheel wason ~.n1't. ltd go do;In «.le hill 1m. ttl 

. we'a get in tlle dtm:rg e~Q.nd ho11e'1~ cnl' hlft 
., ."~ .. ,, tit.,.".... 
Q, ".- &to> .,··.v • 

I~'t ::uch d1d '9tU'loue :r.oo,.1n and ~'1ks end COOt')(){11t.ies eoat 
just at t~ $nd of9 tbe war and a f*tePNH'.r'l':~ ? I U(.;!l 0 t know 
what th~.:'~~,e eost. "'.,...,-

--...... -00----
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SNftE • lJf1RPA 
Prepared fez- Va. &! l!!b118 8obeo~ 

':r taU 

redar&! Write!,!' Prejeot ot 'the !12m Pam •• A4m1aytfttloa 

41ARDf1 II ac 
_ ~le. A. JlrGat 

J':ro:Jl a V1rgin1a plantation to J'lor1da; throUGh p .. ~la o~ ID41an 1IPJ.J'

taMI shaagbalect,· on a GDT8r.m.nt "... ... 1 alI1 earned .!'OUJId the .1'ld. 
I 

shipwrecked aD! dropped into the lap ot reJIIaDCo ... these are only a tew of 

the ~olor.t'ul paces. hom the UJlU'1tten d1817 of old Vnole DaT., 8%-&18'T. and 

soldier of tortu •• 

~ reporter toUl14 the o.ld Ian sittillS on the porch ot hie '!be. CI.,. 

shtlct; thoughtfully chewing tobt!.cce and t1Jigerlq his homI"'4DBda CaDft. A.t 

first ha f.illswered in gJ.'WI'p7 monosyllables, but by the magl.$ of 8 lY>04 
, 

C:l88f. he creduall,. let himself SO. 41soloa1ng m;!II1te details ot a .at 

r~rkabl. serie. of adveDtureso 

Hle language is fl QUeer mixture 'ot "eoh7. sea tel'llJ and b!'Oat "atil" 

aoqulred by long association with .ua_ "ooJlCbe." amed to one of 

theee 8llt'1$-W8:f.sted Behama __ , the ... ~l. l:'al1Dler 8DCl adveniur'ar 

:p~~)vec1" that rcll1ng stones aGlMt imee become sultablo foundat1ons to:r 

homes - he 11 ved telthfullJ' w1th the 88Dtwit. tor ti~ne years. 

"Shippill' 'fore de i»ah8t ain't DO job to mek a preacher tim a 7Oung

ster; hit's plenty tou~, ~-f\ al.t , 1lft'8h be'll BOr1"7 I VIe. to .ea. etten 
/' 

a boy gwine take t. l~ an' wi-.he kb glt pleDt7 0' beth at home; 
/ . 

same as in tortn POJ'ta." 
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J. A.. P1'tet 
Tampa, J'la. 

'1'Ae 014 II8Jl blt eft a GODSenat1T. chew f1"OJI his _ell pluS; cue

tullT 1IftPptd the Na1J1del" tn h1s haDdbroh1et 8lJd chewe4 tbeue;1ltfttllJ' 

for 8". t •• b.to" he cont111led. 

"I wun't ban. 1n ntri4a. 1M" I betll here .. laDg I "okOll hi' 

'bout d. same th1ng. I kill jes rfllll8mb4tr leaTln. R:trtolk. ., da447 an' 

~ ant de odder ohll.lml b'lollS to a J'NDohman .... 84 P1JlekDq. JlJ.sta 

be'n fbeut le60 or 1861, .'en lI\hst;ah 'gi_ to; 1IO:rlT 'bout what gw1ne 

happen etten war oome an' d. VahgiDDT 8la.,....~rs git beat." 
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He proceeded 81o .. ~. ADd ill lauguage almost UDinelllgible at; t1mts, 

as he talked, smoked and ohewed, all at the some time; but here, the re

porter reallzed, were all the elaaents of a ta. story that needed only 

notebook and typewrlter to trans1'orm 1t 1nto r8fldable torm. 

Anta3)niam. aroused by the Dred Soott deci8lon, and the fIlrthel" lrri'" 

tattoD oaused by the Pflgit1v. Slave law were kiokiDg up plenty 01' trouble 

:lurlnc Buchanan'. administratlon. south Carolina had already seceded. 

iJ:ljor Anderson was k."plDg the trn10n tlaS tlyiDg at !'on Stmlterw 'hut 

latest reports sald that there ft8 DO 1D:1edlat;. duger of hostl11ties 

when Pierre .Pinekn." thritty Virg1n1a planter 01' J'renoh extraction, w~n1; 

into conteNllO' .1 th his neighbors .. aDd d.oided to moTS while the getting-

out was still goOd. 

With as little publioity aspossibl •• they arranged the disposal ot 

theIr real estate. No need to seU their slaves aDd liv.stock; they 

~uld need bOth in the De'll looation. It they could DalJIlget t. get to 

CMrleston. th.,. reasoned, surely they coull tU'range tor a boat to st. 

:JU~ust1ne. The Indians might be troublesome there, b~t by settllDg near , 

'1;118 fort they shou14 be reuoublr sat •• 

Before the oaravan 01' 8Xcarts aDd heavy w'agona came within sish" 



or the old seaport _a. 1t bee_ evident that they hal bnt. keep te 

the 1IOods. l1n1011 soldiers, ultbough :still lnao:t1ve, mlsh' at ~ ts.. de

cide to confiscate their belongiDgS, 80 they pushed on to the 8OuthWUll. 

Ions weoka dragged by betore they tlnel~ reaohed at. .AneDatl_. .. 

talk, end the poas1bll1tr of attack by see agnln oaused them to change 

their plans. P3011ngthe1r money. th., chartered a boat aDd embarked tor 

r..ty ~Veet. surel,. they .,ul4 be sate that tar south. OM or thef.r Ttrs1Jl1a 
. . 

nd[11bors. Fielding A. Browne, had settled there th'i"" ywaara betore. Tak ... -· 

ing advnntt'C8 ot the periodic 8eles of i1al~88ed ~od8 1'1-0. wreok8 on the 

tH8CheroUB keys, he had becoJDtlt wealthy aDd was said to hold a reapoulble 

[osition with the city. 

Everyone was in a o!leerfUl llIOOd as thl blue outl1lle of _ West peeped 

over the hortzol'l. and all oame OD deok to Bat oh a glimpse of f their 11_ 

home. SUddeDl.ydiamay olutohed at evfiT hean a8 a Federal DSBD-ot-wu 

SlUng out of the harbo. and steamed out to .et the. The lOD8""teare4 

orisis had come. The.J were prisoners ot war. 

Pinckney and his neiehbOl's, were DlE1rOhed into Fort 'l'87lor. !heir 

wives, ohildren end slaves were allowed to settle in the city and CaN fo%' 

themselves as best they- could. 

Pinckney-fs slaves consisted ot one fam1ly, De.vld 'l'a,-lor and wit_, 
with their f'ardq of ten plokaninnies. ColoDll 1I)1lt9'me17, J'ceral re

<nmlt1ns otfic8Jt, took ad..antsge ot the helplessness at the ala,.. own ... 

to sow discord 81'DDD8 the blacks. aDd be1'or. JIII!lJl1 dqs big Daft, father of 

the Bub ject of this sketch. had It JiMd de Y6Jlk ... " as color eergeut and 

h.a4 been s em. .%'th, .eM he was kIlled in th. attack on lort SUmter. 

me detem1nM aDd eDe~,getlc 26O-poUlld wite served MN. P11181me,. 

f'a.1thtul17 thmugh the war aDd loug aner1f8lld. YouJII DaT., or "8wldy,-

_.-.-' 

313 

f 

" 



1. A. 1're8t. 
Tnmpa. Pla. • 

son of big DaT'. although only in his early' tee_, was he~ ohief all. 

:,~en the war 1fU over aDd Mr. Plnokne7 walked out of J'ort Tqlor a tree 
:. 

:mCJl. the portly BarID8b "POOh-!l00hed" the announotment that she was 8. free 
1/ 

al t lzen. Tall do. b!'Ull8 _ heall, "he blustered with 8Iphuia, "an' 

hesh I's8 grine t' stay." 

SGme yesrs after the iwr. Pierre PlnokDey dIed. lhan his .01 dte 

beOBllle 111. fraJltio dismay per-mded the aervrlnt 8' ~arterB. Ail her last 

"nments drew near. Mfts. Pinckney oallod the wep1ng Hm!nah to her bed-
. 

0108 and leid 8. 1>68 ot m."'DeJ in haT.' hand. 

"To get you and the ch1ldr6D back to old Virginia," she \Tb1spered 

with her laot breath. 

mum the b"loved "14ssus" was laid to reat bY' the side of her hus-

hand in the Catholio oemetery. the bewIldered Hannah took the uDner te 

L ~~hi te mcctIl. an old tr1e:lld ot the family, and asked him t3 buy the tiok

eta back to V1ltgin1a. :mt ad:v1sed against It; saId that tbe old }r)me 

wuld not be there to oomtort th_. Bluses had been burned, treea cut 

down arid 014 la.ndmarks destroyed. at suggested tl1l£it they take the hun

clroo dollar" in ~lil and. buy a little home in Key West, which the, did. 

aeoonstruction daY'S wers as trying to _ JeSters as to others all 
-' , 

over the devastated land of DWe. Slave owners, stripped of their 

1'08698810118, tued w:1th aD imnenS8 war deb1; ald with no non87 o:r equip

ment to begin the slo .. olimb baclc 1;, normalcy were pathetic fieures 

as the;y blistered their hands at 1;011 tha1; they hal never la!own beton_ 

Eanl of 'the slaves w ..... IrDre than w11l1DS 1;0 stay with their tormer 

lOO.sters. but nth no inc!)_. the P1'Obltm. of' feeding themselves was 1;he 

main issue with ',he whites, so 11; was out of tile question to trJ' to t1ll 

other I1Duths, and u-elaves otten had to shift tor thanaelves. a hope-l.ess 

31.t1 



1. A. J'ftst, 
Tampa, Fla, 

task tor a race that hed Dever been oallet upon to exert Ildt1&tl vee 

Jilnmah _lor 8Il4 he DWIl81"OUB oftaprinM were a tair ftJIJIple ot 

! 

these irresponsible people. Like a Ship adrift without sk1pper or rudder, 

thq were at the mercy ot every adverse willf1 ot mi8tOrtUU. Bach _ra

ing they went out with h'antic .aner€7 to earn or in some wq procure 

sustenanoe tor one more day. YoUD8 DaTe hounded the aponge tiahel"mln 

until they gave him an extra job. & made the round~~ of the tish1D8 

dooks, contiDU811J on the lookout to be of help, e.nxioWl to do aD7thins 

at any time in _change for a tew articles of tood that he could C&r.rJ' 

proudl7 home to his mother. 

"Dem was mighty t171n' tlmes," JIIlsed the old mm, "an' I don't 

blame my 1D8'JI!!'Q' ter we.rm1n' JrJT pant;& when ahe bad ao JlIloh tOWOr:L7 'bout. 

She had a way 0' grabbln' me by de years an' shovin' flIT haid twixt her 

kn ... whilst she wuk on me sumpin' awtul. lib lIDMer I was sca1l't 0' deae 

trammin'.. I reckon dat was de oause 0' me €J)in' t' sea. .Ah mlla' tell 

you 'bout date 

"OU day my ...,. glmme tineen oents an' 887 '00 don to de market 

and tetch me some tish. .Ah' llssen - don't you let no grass grow unda . 

yo' teet. Go on de run ant come baek on Cie jump. Does you tall down, 

je8' keep on a~ln' some-how.' 

"Wia dat she turn an' apit on de step. 'You ae.dat spit,' she 

say. tEr hit be d17 .'en you git back, I ePDDB. beat de meat otten )'0' 

bones. Glt l!IJ in' ~ now.' 

"Well, I stahted, an I she' wa8n't loain' DO ti_. 'Bout hahf way t. 

de mahket. I meeta a couple Of atewarda tt. a lJ. S. Da'fY outter anchored 

otf de 1I8.vy l{ard. 
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"lIdl' on. dar, bo,..' dq Blns out. 'wha you pi- so taa" Grab lil. 

here bahBket an' tote hit dOWll to d. aook.' 

"1 knowed 1 oouldn" glt back home 'tore det spit drl.d. ~t I be'n 

timerin' ho. I could peaol17 JTS7 !!!8IBJ' so'. to miBS dst beatin'. I -- . 

figger et I mek a 'luaner o:r baht a dollar aD' gin lt to 'er, aha mebbe 

forglt de poddliD'. So I take de babaket a' toller 'em &nm to de wat .. 

front. W'en we g1t dere dey 1IU a sailor waltln' ter '. wid a boat !'ID 

de cutter. I sot de b~ahsket in de boat ant stood rutin' to' rq mone,._ 

"'You ain't tlJ11.hed Jet job 71'11.' de,. sa7_ -ai'll YO'8e't i21 da' boat 

an' put dat stuft on be 'I,' 
"ween I gits on deck a cullud bo, 'bout rq size S8,. 'W8.lUUl look about 

a bit?' SO I toller him. below BJl' tot I kDowed It, I teel de boat kinde 

shakin.' I run to 8 porthole an' look out. Dere was KaT West teo far 

aW8f to sw1m bacle to. 

"1 r'IlD up on deck, an' Ciere was de steward .'at glD De de babsket to 

tot.. '.'at th'.ll you doin' on bo'd dis s1\lp,' he ahsk me. 

"I tells 'im lain" wantin' t' stay DO mo'. he wallt. me, at he take. 

me to de captm. 'I reckon he b'long to do M17 now,' 8ay8 de cap'DIe' so 

tfIIY fix some papers BJl' I makes.., mark on 'em. 

"Ahttah a bit I find we bound to' B'Ol-leana. 'lore.e got .e", a 

ship hoTe 'longside an' gin us a message to put ahout. I &hat a 11'1 

Irishman, Damed Jack, whe we gwine. an' he sq. • CUts de war1'.' 

"'1esus wept' 1 sq, '1117 llIBDII1Y' think I be d814.' I oouldn't read 

nor write, an' didn't know how to tell noboddJ' how to back a letter to 

Il\Y JJ18DlIQ', so I jes' let hit 60. an' .. staht back de way we oome. 

"I thought hit be'. sto1'ld.n' all de time. but .'8n .e paba thOo ae 

Florida straits I see w'at ft real storm's like. I didn't !~.. ont.l1 
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W. W88 baht waT dOD de South Amerioan coast, headin ter Cape Bern, dat 

w. don. pahs KaT I'lest, but I could.'" got ott/it ltd wanted to. 'oaus. 
I 

I'd done jined de m "7-

.. F.1t seam lek months 'tore we I'OUDf de Cape an' he 14 back north on 

de Pacifio; an' h1t seem lak. a year 'tore we <!rop anchor in lbng Kong. 

Dey tell me de admiral WfiS stationed dare an' d. cap'. had to report to 

htm. Wf i1e he waD d01n' dis, we gits shore leave. 

"Wten lack an' me gito on land, we couldn·t; onnerstm' a word, bUt 

we mek siena, an' a tough-1ookin' Ch111k motion fer us to toller him. 

We I!JJ down a dark street ant turn thoo an al187, then into a biS :roc m 

1i~ted with colored paper lant.ru. OIl cta tlo' we eee 80me tolka a1eepin' 

wit some 11 '1 footstools 'longaide 'em, an some ot 'em. was amokin' 

long-ster.Jn8d pipese I fisger mebbe 497 8)in' put US to sleep ant kuck 

us in de haid. I look back ell' see de do' awing1n'shut. alo. like, 

so I run back an' stIck m;y toot in hit and shove hit back open. 

"lack an me run back de same wuy Jr~ come. Pretty ·soon". find 

anotha sailor 81l.' WI wit; him te a Yaller man dot could speak English. 

He pin a 11 '1 yaller flag on our shirt. a' say hit de badge 0' 'e 
Chinese govt:ment. an' ... be sate, cause we btloDS to 'e tI. S. Davy_ 

"We go out to S" de sights; but nevah hear one ne' l'IOrd 0' Eng11sh; 

so ahf'tah 6. time we fJ1.) back to de ship all t l!tST ontell .e put to sea 

"liex' 1'18 W'en we t1es up dere. lack an' me g)es 

ashore. Ah nevall beto' see such pretty hIgh-yaller gala iJb..all 'IDT l1t •• 

looks lak dey made 0' marble, dey 80 putflck. tt. an' laok gU;s llkkered up de tust thins. aa; do_ lose 'im. 
Dat .,~ me some, 'cause we need eaoh otha. ftt· hi. hald all' lIIJ arms 
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we mek one pretty €Dod man. Dat 11 '1 IrisllDlaD ... a tishtiat tool. 

Weighed oDlT 00 poUDda, but strong an' wiry. Co'.e he glt licked mos' 

do time, but he allus ready ter uotha tight. 

''1) :.dJ1.t lak tor tolka to call him Irish. 'lIB radder w.s Ir18h ad 

me III1dder .Americ8Il,' he s671 'I be'n bon aboard a Dtttch brig in :Irenoll 

waters. Bow 70U tell .. what flag I .b'loJlSs undah.' 

"W'en we g1ts back to de "hip, ae boys tella :me eo_ IDgl.lsh sailors 

beat Zaok up in de sport in' house. So_buddy s1 JlG flit 'Beat 1t-de 

III rines oomln' a, an' dey all rl1ll fer ae ship an lett lack dere. 

"1 don't; ahak no mo' questioDa, je.' staht back on a ruD to tiD4 lfII' 

budd,.._ At dat time I weigb leO, an' was pretty husky fer JrI1' age. Bein' 

likkered plont7. I nevah thougb.t 'bout glttln' beat up JIBha.9t. 

"lften I glts back, dere was a big L1me7 stahnd1n' wid his arms Cl'Ost 

ae de'. 'All dE In, atay in, an' all ae outs st87 out,' he sq. 

"R)w I be'n trained to respeo' white t'ollaJ--whet is whlte.tolks-

ever senee I bawn; but ..... n I think 'bout 1ack in d81'e, baht dead, mebbe. 

dat I..1mey don't look DOne too white to me. I tab a raDDln' staht an' 

but '1m in de belly w1~ my ha1d. 

"De n.' do' 'was locked, ab t I bus' hit down.. Dere 1faS lack, 'bou", 

llaht done tt, Blood all over de flo'. Ev'thing in de room busted up aD' 

tipped over. I hauls '1m to a back do'. but hit loaksd. I kiok out a 
I 

winder, heS.'V6S '1m onto m:r shoulder, an' rUDB back to de ship. 

""'en .. comes up, dere was ae cap tm sta1ldin' at de rd.l. H1a 

blue .,..S look 10: he love to ldll us. 

"':ran 1nl' he s8J'S, an' we does. '00 :ror·cl.' he 83J'S~ an' we ~e8. 

"'lbw,' he S8JB. 'wat's all dis about" 

"'Well.' sq. J'aek. 'I didn't staht DO f1gb.t. I jest goes into 8 

31t; 



1. A. JIlIest 
T&mpe.,J'la. 

saloon, peaoeful. like, 0' a c1aDa ~ 8Q'11, polllti., 1io a B1'11;ub tlas 

on dere 0_ ship, 'YOu see dat tlast~ 

.. , .ve.' s~ 1'aok. 'an' still I don'" see nuth1nt. t 

"'I bo'Jl over de seveJl seaa,' sEll's da u.y, 'ant I ~ .. dat 01' 

flag mistress ot all of • em. ' 

"'You be'n around some,' S8:)'8 1'ack, 'but I done a 1i'1 aailin' mahaa'f. 

Fast place I went wu to hal1ce. Qloass look 1ak hit need rain, t (81 he 

tells dst L1mey what he cloJla to- hit). 

"' .. ' I ~as to GlJIIIIIU:I7,' he sqa& 'ground DO .04 •• eed :ter."l1zer.' 

(SO hI tells '1m what he dOH on German soil). 

"'A"ter d~" I ships to' 1ng1an4.' :laole tllla de Ltmey, -looldn' 'im 

stralt#lt in de eye. 'JUat thlD8 I .ea "Ilan we laaI 18 dat Irltll1h flaS .,at 
you be'n brawn' so leud about.' (se he ".na dBt Limey .'at '. used 4. 

tlag tlr). 

"'Pore God, Cap'';' 218)11 lack. 'elat ~,. lan' Oil _ wid bot. t ... , 

'tON 12181' aDOtha VlO1'l.. l'leTah gtt In 0_ l1ck. :rack 18, CaP'm, I 

ain'" ba'n cJo1n' .lJtJ tl6htlJlt senol I d08 let' d18 bAtre ship.-

'" CD below, t sqa dl cap~ 'u' clesJl ,o'ae't Up. Di8 de lahat 

time you t'tll!) emn. gtt shore lenV8 on dis trip.' 1J8 try to look Dad. 

but I see he wantin' to J.ahr. 

"De nex' day," 11ncle Dave finished, with a whimsical smile, "1 aM 

dl bos 'n reaclin' in de paper 'bout de war 'twixt Amerioa an' Bngleu4. 

Hit was 'bout our ll'lm......mat !!l: stahted an' .!!. f1n1abed." 

The dusky old veteran of JIIUJy battles unwrapped the aIl8.] 1 piece 

ot blaok tobacco in the Boi'l.ed r.aDdkerohlet. aecided on cODBervatlollt 

au4 slo'flq wrapped it up asa1n. 

"lla:' oomes ordera fl'oJll de adJabtal 1n 1IuI8·1"DD8 ... sall £er 
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Rio 1anairo. Vften we drop anchor, dere we.a some 0' da meanest looldnt 

whaL'f rats I evah see. Killers, dey was, willint to knock aJVbod'Y ott, 

nny t1rne, ter £ few oents. We lines up ter shore leeve, but dey' melt 1ack 

an' me stay OD de ship. Olr rucus 

But l~h reckon hit \vns ter de best. One 01' our men come back wid a year cut 
. 

ott ant a busted nose. 'Nether ene neveh come back at all. 

"OBI llDrn1n' I see 'e rwm1n' up a loDg pennant an' all de sailors 
I 

l£hf an dahnoe about lak dey cr8Z7. at was d;ni:~:nal'~BWWard boun',' we 

r;ei e,h anchor !!lM hend fe N'Ybrk. 

"'Well, Ta7lor,' dD. officer sar, when he :>&7 me ott, ',ou gwine ship 

wid us again?' 

"'I 80tta f!P wm., t I tells timJ 'got a job t t finish up k 18,. West.' 

"SO dey gin me my discharge an' a GoT'ment paba on ae Vell.o17 line 

c!l!ie.. W'en I gits to ra,. West, f'u.at place I goes was to dat tish mahket 

w'ere rrt1' ~ done sont me three year an' six lDOntu beto'. I bU7 tifteen 

oents wuth 0' fish an' go on noM. 
"W'en I g1t da~f dey was je.' settin' down to dinner. 'lYa1t,' Ah 

say, 'put 0 none mo' plote.' 

"My lD8lIIDT look at me lak: she done see a gtLost. Den she run an' 'sin 

bSf.;.t1n' on me. 

"'Hol' on,' Ah tellB tar, 'you ain't torgot dat boatl11' 11t' I done 

lJ)t yo' fish,' an' I gin 'er de pahcel. 

"tl:&h bo7. mah bo", t she say. 'Ab beatin' on yuh kea. lih BO proud t' 

see yv.h. Heah Ah dODe wear black fer yuh, an' gin JUh up fer dai4, ant 

bress de IlI'iIfl, heah you 1s. le.k come back t'm de ~av •• t 

"Ah retch down in mt pocket ant pull a pahoal aD.' 1&,. hit in hv 

han'; three hunnert sabent,....1ght dolleba. all de mone,. I done made wid de 
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O,(lv'ment senoe Ah lef'. an' I Gin hit all to 'ere She lak t' beet!:l tit; 

"But do 8::,lt VJater stick to me-All couldn't stay ashore. SO ehttah 

'h visit \V~,<1 'em v spell, .All goes down to de docks ant sign t' sh1~1 on a 

1'" '-m:"3hater tr~. Dat 01' tub tet me all oV'h de worl'." 

P1~esDed for details of [lome ",r hi£; phVDioa1 tmcount&L's on this second 

:.~ y"--1c,'e. Uncle Dove oeemed in d oep t!J,oUBht, am fl mlly oald: 

t:Ws11, Ah tell you 'bout do time I tout de bn11::,c of a. ship. We was 

still in Key West, waitin' fer wiDi. Dia 01' tramp ship, she ~t a crew 

!)ickeCl up t'm all Oyah d.e worl t. Dere ain't no tdch th1:tl€; as a color lin. 

('ii'U·'. At mess time, '."hIte an' black all eit in de same lin.. As drJ palls 

by de tabl., each one take a knife an' Cut ott e. pl.ce o. meat. 

"Den was a big, high-yeller l!a1ti h2.~;ah, writ thoudlt he done ow de 

ship. 'Trouble wiz 'Mariean niggahs.' he sq, 'd.,. ain't £J»t no eperrit. 

I be ot't'iaaire een Illy Oml countree-'ontt bow ze l::nee to nobody, whits 

or ble.ck.' 

"So when day line lIP, dia hore Haitian aome crowdin' in ahead 0' d. 

fust ron in d.e lIn., ant he cut, oft el. bes' leOl1 mat 'tore vie g1ts ours. 

n''Jtut'a &1s,' i\h ouy to de nan ahead 0' 1>1..8, 'huccome dat whii;e man 

"'Datts BoUSS9RU,' 'e says; 'Ain't nobudd,. on dis ship big enouch to 

ymt 'LTl on de toil end 0' de line.' 

"! r.ize 'im up LOt'd, w'lle ~e t'!ate. He wfJ1Gh 190, dey tells ne, an' 

nobuddy be'n lucky 'nnf! to lay 'iLl out. 'Cordin' t' ship rules, dey 

couldntt gang up on '1m. Cap'm mek p.'ytmddy fiGht single. '7lln't no sic}'! 

thing 81. quarrelin'. Etten tm sailors c1tD in a rucus, day pipe 'em up 

on de main de~k." 
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"Do what?" thll ropcrter (I.oked. 

"Pipe tam up-de bos'n blow II whistle an' call '. in t' tIght it out, 

\1'lle (~e othae watch de run. Den dey €Ot.ta shake han's, an' hit donft flettl.d 

"well, Ah Bes dis here Hoiti. n1€EM be a 11 '1 biecer'n me, but .All 

~'iccer I gaine ein '1m a chajnce to s1ailit sULlP'n de nex' time. So atter 

I tekoa a couple'o' drinks, I goes aown early an' e1ts fIlst in de :u.ne. 

300' 'ruf:!', lbmweau oome~~ un nn' o1"o'l7(1s In ooend 0' me. Ah pushes him 

to nne yide, an' eits ahead 0' him. lIe rnises his eyebrows, sortc supprised-

Uke, an' c1tfl ahea.d 0' me. I be tixin' to knock 'im clean OV, h de rail, 

but by :lJ.t time, d:; Cnp'm had 'is eye on us. 

t"!tTaylor,' I ahnswsr. 

"I tells 'em how it \7:::8, how I fuin' to kuock dnt niggah so tar 

i:lto de (hlf' we be two entin' 'tON he kin swim back. 

"'Pipe 'imup, bos'n.' says de aap'me 

~~USS8a~ comes in, and da Whole crew wid ,~, t' soe de fight. 

"'Pull off yer s:lirts,' se.,va de cap'm, an' we done it. 

" ''!''leit, t soys de bos 'n; de deck jes' be'n swabbed down-why blood7 

hit up, Cap'm.? How 'bout lettin' 'em tight on shore?' 

"Day wes u flatform. 'aido a bulldln' nex' to de wc,tar. Dey all line 

derp.il ant let us GO ashore t' scrap hit out. Bo7, dat wee Bome fiGht: -
~Te fout antell we wes 1ak tw~ crume rooat8rs--both tired out, but still 

rentin' t' keep goln'. ',Ve jes' stan' dere, banta on each othats shoulders, 

lookln' into each otha'a eyes, blood runnin' down to our toes. Prett,. 

80·,n he back off an' try to rush me. I side steps, an' gits In e. luck)" 
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llolc below de heart. Be draps to hie kllHa. a' zolla oTah OD hi. ~ck, fr. 

wallin' his eyes lak he dyi.!l'. 

"Dey lay tim on de deck a.nt sousa '1m wid a bucket 0' wate!', but he 

sleeps right on. De res' f!:P back to de mesa line, all but m_I W811't , 

hongr)". ne nut day I sits in line early, but dey wen't no Haiti niggoh 

t' muscle in ahead 0' me. He kep' to his bunk mighty nigh a .. eek." 

JUdging from the apnearsllCe' of this l'eeble old man, one .,uld hardly 

t;·tink that he was once E.l rolllckillb sOl'app8l'. ldth re...ay fists 11ke raw-

hide mallets. Old Dave dutlfully gives full credit to 'the law ot heredity. 

"1i' daddy Wt.S six feet six, an' weighed 248 POUMS," he said proudly. 

"Nevail done 8. hahd d~1Y"s wuk in 'ls 11te." 

ffilen pressed tor an explanation ot this se1mling pheno_noI4, the 014 

man sniffed disdainfully. 

"Does stock breeders wit a $lO,OOO-stalllon put 'im on de plow! ••• ' 

na,. called 111.Y daddy de $10,000 niggah. tt 

Uncle Dave: at, stroking hil': cane tor a few minutes, then smiled 

f':~intly. "lq' lW.I!IIly w~s mighty nigh as big, an' D8Yah seen a sick d8)" in 

her life. Wit a stallt lak. dat, hit ain't no ~l1der I erowed up all back-

bone en' muscl •• ~ 

:"1li18 tbere have been many instan:as of atz..,ciuus cruelty- to slaves, 

Uncle Dave balieves that other O&Bes have been undul.1' magorl,fied. He sara 

t:u;.t he wes never whipped by his mast ar, but remembers numerous chastlse-

rents ai!- the hams ot rasa .;ressle, his young o\mer. daughter ot Pierre 

Pinckney. 

"De young missus used to beat m. a rlght amaht," h, r~ with aD 

El.i1llsed smile. "I b'lol'lBed to her, 1" •• '. She na a couple 0' years 

younger'n me. I mind I used to be hangul troUDd de kitohe., watchln '. 

cook cakes 61l' otha 9'04 thiDga. Wfen d87 be done, I'd beg for one, 8J'1' 
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dey t~ke 'em ott in a.e otha room. 80'S I couldn't otea.l any. 

Page 14 

"Soon 8S de young :mismls be eJ)nl. I f!IJ at kick ov,Jl her playhou3e 

an' upset her t018. When she come back, she be hDppln' mad, an' staht 

beatint me. 

"'Zessll,' her rna'd s['r. 'ynu'll kill Budd7. beatin' him dat wq.' 

n'Idon't cnrl,' she say, 'I'll beat him to dsath, an' e;1t me a 

bettah one.' 

b-:ld. By-tm by, when ehe c;:l:t ovr.h her mad spell, she fJ> oft in ua otha room 

twinkled. "Dat be "'at l'se a.tt.er all de t1me," he explained. 

324 

The perils of a life at S'9a a1'8 not as gI"'lSt ~la fiction writers £ome- ) 

times indicate, accordIng to this old sea dog. ~ s~s that in all hi. 

TOYV.geS. he has been in only one serious wreck. !'hat was on a re.r ot 

coral keys otf the Bahamas. 

"0&7 say de,. ain't DO wind 80 bad b.lt what it blen SOIl8 good to some

buddy," observed the old man. "))at S81Dl w1D4 what land us Oil de roobl dod 

blow me to de best woman in de we 1'1 , • .Ah reckon." 

He chewed siowlf, as he gazed out OTer the dingy housetopa toward 

the mass of feathery clouds, whioh must heve been floating over the 1"Oclq 

shoals oft Nassau. 

"She lJaB da daughter 0' de wreck1n' mahe.1;er. a Bsssau niegah by de 

name 0' Al.eck Gator. W'en de crew dona 9)t us ott de shoal end was towill' 

de ;'I1'eck in. dere she as, ste.lul4in' Oil de dook. wal1;iD' ter her daddy. 

Big, overgrown gal, blaok an' devilish-leoki:a' ~ D01f8YS handsome, but some-

how I jes' couldn't keep l'IlY eyes otfen her. I notie. aha keep eye111' me, 

too. 
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"ren we Bits ashore, I di4D't 108e no tll11e ~ttln in a ",04 "1"1 tt -mahse't 

'Fore I k'nowed it, 1'18 WBS talkIn' 'bout what we cw1ne l1ve. •• JPitt7-

one years 1s a mlghty long time to st1ck to onl 1IOmaD, 'speoially' .. en you 

be'n look1n' over so mc,mY' 'tore lI18kin' up 10' mind. • • Dle 1s her." 

Unale Dave extended a tinted photoc;raph. His gnarled fingers tlWJJbled 

us he handed 1t over, and there was a suspiclou. softness in the lines ot 

~!D wrinkled old taoe, as M looked tondl7 at the likeDess ot the stolld, 

d ark features. 

"lf1t be'Jl .m1Bh1i7 lonesome since abe done let' dis flOrl' tot year 

ago." he ~,&i4 with feelii2g, as he oraetul.l.y wrapped up the picture aDd put 

it awq. 

Unola Dave has definite 1deas ot his" 0WJl regsrdiD8 domestic ecoDOllG'. 

"'!'ro"l.ible wid young folks nowadays is dey don't baTe DO 9)Qd UDlJ8:rstahD41n' 

'fore dey gJ. ts married. '701'8 "we ever taces ae preacher. I tells her she 

ain't gittin' 110 model man fer a busban'. I l.aks J'A..T l1kker, at I gw1ne 

have 1t .'en I wenta 1t. 

bressin' me out. Don't you even "etch .e. je8' gimne a 11 '1 piller eJl' 

Ifl1'll!l8 CO ley dowD on de fiot somewheree. Atter I drnp otf t' sleep, JOu 

kin tear de bouse down. end hit don't bo1iha me DOne. "'en I nkes up, I 

be all right. t 

"7111, de !bst time I CDme home t'tlll 0' likker she done ferB)t .'at; 

I tell her. an' staht sllOvin' me. I done bua t '.r on de jaw eo pow'tl11 

hah4 ~dt 11t' her feet; otten de tlo' an' she lan' in ae comer on her hatd. 

Wlen I wsktls up at a ••• lftat I done, I wish t could hit mahs •• t de same w87. 

F'm dat da7 on, we Devah had DO Jilt' trouble 'bout de liltker question." 

The n~e}'l:t of 7ears has at laat cooled the hot blo04~ but a h1llt of 



dep~jrted sWlil3hbuckl:lng deys still glistens in the old eyes as he eita 

on his nar:mw porch and recalls Beenes of the old days. 

1'0 one interested in the pS7Qhology of the southern negroo. this 

D1~1vel.d old rlBD.. with hb halt'-1:w.Zltc!·ins. hul:f.-puthet10 attitude 

seams a au.rioslty, like a fossil 111agice.ll.y reEtored t-o life, endowed 

with the power tJf spoech, telling ot evente so deeply bUried in the 

past that they se8m alm)st unreal. 
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](r. ThOmas ·1188 at hOile today. !l1ere are ll&D.y 

days when one might pass and repass ihe ahab'bJ l~-to ~hat, 

ie his h,ome wi tho~t seeing- any signs. e~ lit.. !hat 1. because . . 

he spends muohot his t~e foraging about theetreet8 of 

Jaoksonville tor whatever he can 'get +n' the _,. of feoder ol~·' 
• clothe86 and perhaps a 11ttl~lIlOney:. 

. l 

Be is a heavily bearded, bent old 1Il&D and a famil1aJ ' 

figure in the ~e,81dentiaJ. .eotlons of the city, .. here he eame 

or bega a very seager livellhood~ Jlan, know his story and _ne1 

at his ability to relate inoidents that must have Qccured when h. 

was qUite smaU. 

Bom in Jefferson County, Flor~da on July 26, 1857, 

he was one of the 180· 8laves belonging to the Jolsos brothe:., 

Tom and Bryant. His parent., Thomas and lIary, and their parent8 
, 

a8 fa.r a.s. they oould remember, were all a part of the r018011 e8-, 

tate. !he ro1eoas never sold a slave exoept h6 .eri ted th1. d1.re 

punishment In,80a. waY.~ 
. . 

!ole heard YagUe rumor. of the oruAltles of 10 •• 

--' 

slave ewne%8, but lt was unknown aaonc 'the rOlllOll8.Jle th1DkJ ,t_1e . . 

was due ~ to the faot tba. t ,.ru.in '))0 wh1te v.all- 1n t1\e, Y101B1''~~ __ _ 
,-, '. ,', 
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of their 'plantat1oJl. 4/twned slav's. I-t _. th'e babit of tbe 10J.... 

80m. to ~out 'these people wheneve;' tll:e1oould. do ,~Q ··br -:1&1% 

meana 0% foul# acoording toa18 statement_s. And --by 'and bf_ t)ere 
• , .".. f • , • ~ • ..." 

were no poor whtte.' -llylng neal' them. It _8, he further .tated 
..' ,- ..... 

11ke -4uming a nigger'.' .Gul, t~ JIar.e '1'0.' OZ liars' Bryant 
. . 

threatened ",0 lell hill to 80me PO' white trash. Aild 1t all118 . 
. /0 - -
br~Ul1g sood l'esult.- ~et1;.% ~han tearing the hid.e otfln hill weul.' \': .. /' '. 

done.- ' . , 

As &, ohild .lole spent auoh of his t1 •• roam1. 

Over the broa.d acre. .t 'the rOllOIl plan,. tlon wi nether'.lAw' 
- , 

chl1c1rea. ney a4e4-i. tl1e atr ... _, fllaeel, cha.ed: ~D~1.".' an4, 
o . ' .' .' 

1.1-18 ~ ... where the OhOl~.st ·Wild _b~rl~8 ~4 nuts gr .... _ Ie 
.~. •• . 1. 

ltnew all the n04 lor.e eo_on to ohildren of hls t1lle. 'th1:'. ,. 
. , 

learned' .ostl,. froll -oo~.ln Ed- 'l'ho' __ 8e'Yeral years older -than 
. ". ", 

-. ' " - -

he and qui t8 Willing to enllghten a aa11 boJ ln these -utt.r .. 
• I' '. 

J 
Be was' taught that Jaooting •• le were .... rr jell.ou ' 

. . 
,of their Bight hours and whea.yer-th.,·~ooted n.ar af1el~.f 

workers they were ea,.ing: ·!&ak dane or 110 done- nigllt'. _,. -tia""; 

go ~o.el- Whippoorwill. fl~tt.d aboat the woods 1n ootton p10kiDg 

t1Jlle ohatterlng .. ~bout. Jaok a.r%JIUC a n=w. Be 001114 not r __ ber 

the sto1'J that go •• with thil.Oppos ... were a -.. taoed- tz-lbe ' 
• 

who, • 80 •• tla •• ~dered onto .t~ WX'~ .Ide of the <la1 and. lOt 

caught.. The,. nev.l' 0.81'0_8 thi. ... ••• Ie .. &8 the,. . were .11l 
\ . '. .. . . . 

oaptivltr. 

... .. : 
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8.~cb .. d. be ,,1gb" fin4Jata babybrothez thereat any tilt •• 

. aen "'01 •• COt up .Ome .• ~.e··Ji.e.a8 require" t., 

40 ~al1 1;~t.~ but the _~~_8not over, .xacting. !J;ler8 
. *'. ' ' . "'.. , 

were the :lIlportant taalt. et ferreting out the ne.te of atray 

hens, turke),s, cul~.a8 anti g8e8e. !heH nest. were rotlbe4 to 
pre'fent the fOWls trom hatching too tar froathe hen' house. 

Qui t8 a number of these egg. got ~oasted. ~1a'rem~te oorners 0(" 

the' ,lantatien by the- fl~4er8. who.bIl1lt fires and lirappe' the 

eggs in wet raga and covered 'h_ w1 th aah,a. I.b.en the,. were don, 

a loud "p announced tbattact to. the roaster. Po1;atoeawereoooke4 

in the 18me .. nner and oft.nc thout the raga. QGn8equentl,.. ~ea. . '. 

"two taaks wer.· aeYer Dellect~4 b)' the '8la.ve ,h1~drlD. €JotteD piok-

ing .as not a bad job elther- at least to the young. 

. fhen there _s the ride . to the cotton hOu88 ao; the 

end of the day atop the 'baskets and cquse bUrlap sheets fille4 
, . . 

wi th the day' a plok1nca. .lole f 8 fondest Imbi t1o," was to ~.arn to 
, . .' , 

manipulate the '0&1 •• that told 111lD who llad. done &. go04 4&y'. 

work and who ha4 not. His cousin Id did this en.vied tut wll,neTe% 

the overseer oould not find the time. , \. ' 

)[any o"~er things were grown heze. Oorn fer as 
oa.tti. and -roasting ea~8, - peanuts, to'baooo and ,ngar cane. !he 

cane was ground OD the plantation and 00J).yerte'4 iDto barrels 'f . 

8J1'Ul) and ·brown ~. !he eane grinding _eaan 88 aln.Y8 & pla .~ . ' ~ 
.' . 

one. ft ...... al_ye plenty of 3u1o,.~ wi til the ek1a1UC8 an4 ~.811 I 

8J1'V.J fer all. otJaar 1Jldutrle; were tllell~ • .hop-:'<j 
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hop and 00.,. were prepared and hung tor 'future us'e. !he aewing 
. . .' . 

was presiCiecl over by the' miatress. Olothing were _48 ··during the 
I 

summer and .tored a_y for the oool ... inters. Young slave girla ' 

were kept buSJ' at knitting cotton and .... ..,len -stockings. Oandle. 

were made in the -big house R kitchen and only for oonsumption by 
I 

theihoueehold of the master. Slaye~ used fat lightwood knots or 

their open flreplaces for lighti~ ptttpoe'ee. 
f.., 

There •• always pI,.t,. of everything to eat for 
( 

the slaves. fhey· had wh1tebread' that had peeD made on the place. 

COrn !leal, rice, ~ta1ioee •. sYrup Yegetabl~8 u.d:bp.e-~\ll"e4 meat. 

)'ood w&s cooked'in 1l;on pots hung over thefireplaoe 'by rlnga made 

ot the 88me lIletal." Bread and,· pastries were _de lnth.-'kl1let-an4 . , 

Kuoh .,1'k: was needed to supply the <le&Bds of 80 

large a plan ta tlon bu.~ the eaves were often gl yen tille off tor 

frolio. (dances), (quilting-wedd1ng.)~' 'lhe8. gathering .... ere attend-

ad by old and young froll neighboring plantations. '1'he~e _s ala,.. 

plenty of food, "Itere vr1ng wi tll &nother for the honor of giVing 

his 11av.. the finest parties. 
-. , . 1M--

!'here was dancing and susio. On the h180V plaDtatloJ1 

Bryant I the younge.t ot the' mast,ere furnished the JItl810 •. Be plaJ'ed 

the fiddle and 11ted to see the a1aves danae· ou:t tlng the pigeon 

wing.-

.... , _toll •• wer, _de 'at' th ... affaira. !b.e ... 
. . . 

4" t .. . "" 
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oame Wall rigged out in theirbestn whioh was not bad at all~ &S 

. the mistresses often gave them their east of! olothes. Some of 
, 

these were, verY'f)ne indeed with, their frills and hoops and many 

pettiooats. Tho.e who had no finery oontented themselve. with soent

ing their hair and bodies witheweet herbs~' whioh they al,so chewed. 
.• ...' ! 

Quite often they were rewarded by the attention of some swain from 
, , 

a distant plantation. In this oa.se it was neoessary for their res-

pelt! va owners to oonsent to a union. Slaves on the Folsom plantation 

were always married ~operly and quite often had a ~siz.able· we4d1ng, 

the master and mistress often oame a.nd made merry Wi tll the~r slaTes. 

Aoie knew about the war ~ecause he was oa.' of 
p 

the slav •• commandered by the Oonfederate &1'111 for hauling food and ,.. , 

ammunition to different points between Tallahassee and a city in 

Virginia that he is unable to remember. It waf a common ocourrence 

for the soldiers to visi t theJlPlantat~on owne~s and command a ee~ 

tain number of horses and slaves for services such as Aci. did. , 
He thiDke that he might have been about 15 years 

old when he was freed. A soldier in blue came to the plantation and 

brought a -document- that Tom, their master read to all the slave. 

who had been summoned to the 'big housen for that purpose. About 

halA of them oonsented to r~main with him. !he others went &way, glad 

of their new freedom. rew had made any plans and were oontent to 

wander about· the oountry, 11.ing &S they could. Some· were more sober . . 

minder~ and Aoie's father •• among the latter. Be remained on the 

Folsom plaoe for a short wbil'l he·then settled down to '-'ze-crop. 



'~. ",i '. 
~' . 

. ' " : 

ing 'in left~reen:'Ooun1;,.,. T.b..~r Iii." '1eA:r.asth.'ha~_.t, '_" __ II. ' 

of, the': aan,. aclJuailleDt. taat ~Jaa4 to '".~e. ft.n~~;:~h±~." ... e 
, , ", . ' 

( . , . 
, _, t" ',", '" . ;"". ' ,.., , , . ; 

better/4J B7 •• ane ot u:r4,wo:r:k' _d 'the ot-oper~tl.a.f. fri-.41,. " 
, ."', I '- ',' • ',: " ,." ,' .. ,' 

whi:t.. the' .1&Tea ,in the •• otl.a a.doll'l.amed 1;Q gltt.fo% tb..~ 
•• ,I .' ' , 

eely.a. ' ,-
.e:rtherne,... __ e South -1n sara.- and, '~p_e' .. 

8ohool.f-er the eZ~slaYe., but .lel._a, not for1nmate' ••• 'fie 
o ' • 

get Yeryfu in 'hi. -01_ baok Webater.- Thel". '.s ~toc auoi_i-~ , 
" -" . "-. '"-' ", 

to b8 ~l\e andh1. fath8~ "Z71~ .. ~t~el8.n'~!';.o.:rtu.,,1l.W' 
. , . . ,;'" . -''-;- . .-.. ., .... 

an' intere.t'in ihe poilti:o&l .~etll1g" haW l~, the nelg~borh0e4.o 
, ".j " ' , ,{:. " '., ,', 

Hia parent,. lhared w;itll. hill the cOlDlOnb.llet, t1\&" noll· tl.Uiq., 

were 'not to )8 share' 'by' '''he h_bl.~SOm" believe4 tlUI.t·~o."ll . , 

book learning made thebrata weat.~ 

.lei. .et an4 aarried X,zia1l Wright, ft_ .s 
,the d.aug~t.r of '& ~ hls aother 'had knon. ln' .la"e.zr.".tn.uge1r· 

, , 

eno~h they ~ BI ... er .et ,aa ohildren. With ,hie' dt. h~ ~ .. 1lle4 

ln Jeffel'8011 o.aty ,*ere nin8 ~'l t11e1r "th1:rt~a,ctli114reDwer.~rn~ 

Wl tl11118 fBld:ly he .0'9'ed to· Jaokaannll. an4 

had been 11 y1D! here •• ~1Sht'goOdDl1.- .h~n~. the fl'~' ooC\U're' 

i:a ~90' ~ Ie _8 8I1plo.,.d as a oi t,. laborer -and helped' 1;0 _14 street . ~ . . . 
car line. and paT" stre,ts.le .180~ helped with thein'tallat!, •• er . . , . . ' 

8180151'10 .. lr1ng in any parie of the 01 t,.. Se .a, lajued a1le work-

1ngter the 01t,. of J~oksonY111.,but ola.1a., 'blat he wa. neft_lau1 

" I . 

.. .... ' .. ,.,,; . ~.' ~ . 

'~ .. 
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P .. p ..... · .. · ,? ne . 

manner ~_1Uleratet for this,1n3ury. :. ~ ........ 
lel. worked bard .. ndac~oUa\U;la.t.4 iand, in the' .. 

'-

Monorief section and 11", •• wi thin .. f.wfeet .t~J?e :1P9'wllere ' 

h 1. house burIled .,ny years 'ago. "K .• , a. verrs' &s· hepein ".d 
out this ep'ot 10 his' visi tor. 1, few ecr~ggl1 bedges and ana.'P])le 

tr',.,a charred bit 0,'1 fenoe, a o1l1llnel"fG~dati.n are· the· only 

maxker8 of the hom. he 'bullt alter rears·, ofa hard struggle ,. 

bava a home. Bia land 1s all gODe exoept the lcant flve --aeree ~POD 
. , 

whioh he li-vea,' and this is only an expanse of broom "'tra ..... 1Ie 
, , 

lsoo longer able ",0 oultlva.te·~he 1i.u4, )lot .Iyen havings. kitchen 

garden, 
~ 

:rPiahi 'the wlfe, died .everalyears ago;llke- . 

wise all the oh11d:'en, except t-. One of thee., a. g1f118. • 80Ile--

1fher~ up l'awth·.Tha son has nsi ~ed hill tll'ice in f1 Te year. and. ~ 

seessnever to .b.a~eanYth1ngto gift the eld.~W~O exPress •• him

self as desiring, ll'Uoh to' -qui ttis _frien.dly lIOrld:~ linee he li ... 

, nothing to 11ft ~or' exoept a ~oi of de..,d .emorlee • .J!IF1i!iihtttw ••• 

-All done left .~ 110W. Everything :: got cloDe gon ... 

al110ept X.slah.. She 00... and visl t8 1I1e and we talk and walt ~veZ' 

there "'h.~. we lister and eet: on the poroh. She 10* she pine ateai 

ole .lola 801l. flf' dee. d&y. in thenfa,r fu~., &Del It11 be.isht,. 

glad to go over Touer where all I get 18 at •• 

. tfII!'!l'6 ........ ~ .. '~." " ... 
, '. , 

.-, .... , 
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,Slave Iniervid 
Deoe.ber 8, 1936 

,Shaok ", 'rho._, Oentgn&r1&ll1 , 

\ 

'Beady-eyed, gr.Y-1I'hisliered,bl~0~ little Shack 
. • ' '. . "J . 

Thomas Sit8 'in the 8UD in front of Us hut on tile Olc1 saint" 
, 

Augustine Road about three miles south 'of Ja.cksonville, loa 
year8 old. and fUll of humorous r"lniloencela~"tr 1I08t' of 

,those years.To his f:requ.ent visl .;O%S he~·t.lat8' ~le8 ~.t hls " 

past, disjolntedly so.e1iJlle8rbut~w1th a, r.rkabl.~1_~.8,~' 
. and 00nviot10a. 

'lhe old ex-elave does not remember thee,,,, till. 

of hie birth, except that it ft8 in the lea;r 'lSS4. 'lithe dar af~t.r '. 

the end of the Indian War •• Be deee not Ir.oan 1fhlcJlJ~t til. ~ 
'.-" -'-~' 

.. re, but saya that '1 t ~8 While there wex' •• till maay Indian. in 
Weat ·I'lQrida. who were 'V'~ torhbt to under.tand Wheii he goi 

big enough tQ.,;talk, to t11 ... 

Be' was born, he sa7' on ·a sreatb1g pl...o. "tba~ 

btlonged to Kister Jim 08apbel1; I dOnlt know _juet aactly .Ow'btCI 

but t,here ftS a lot o't u. ,workiag "on 1 t when. I .~8 a 11 ttle fellow.·· 

,. plac ...... v:~dent11 o-ne ,otthe plantations •• ar~ !a.l·l"~'''.l 
. . 

Thoma. r __ bera that aa "on a8 he wa._large e1).oughhel1elpe4 h1~ 

par.nt. aad. othef.~&1,"·e.J:J1" j,.anut., a. -i:,ttt18 ot.'l ~,.o.'''',.4<:· 
.' " -, ,. - , -, -', ,:' ',""'-.: -",:,. .. ,' " '-"" .', 

"'- ' 
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potatoes. SqU&8h ~11.st grew wild. in the W00d:si we, ged to eat thea 

when we oouldn't, get anything else much~ " . 

, The, oentennarlan .remembers his parents olearly; , 

his mo1;her. De one Ifancy and hisfa.til'erte name' was A~. Hie fa.thei. 

he says, usedt'o _S~end ho~S &ftu ,the oaMl.s were O~h1a' 
and his brothers about h18()~ptureand sub8~gueftt-i~ver'y. 

;1 '_'._ .. '" " '~1.:,_~, ~-<~","-~"'~;4'A""""'_'_--"9"---~ .' . . 

"Adam us a na.tl ve.of the west Coast of Afrloa, _ 

and when quite a young man Was attra.oted one day to a. large .hip 
/ .' tbat had just 00 •• near his helle. With many' others' he wasatt:ractsl 

, red - ,/ -
~boa.rd by b1"-!ghhhandEerOhiefs. shawls and, other. article. ~n the, ,. . , . 
hands of the aeamen. Shortiy afterwards he wae seourely ,bound 1D.the _, 

hold of the ~h1P,' to be l~t~r sold. sOmewhere In' Amerioa. Thomas dae81Wf\ 
". " AI .' ! 

know e.xaotly '"hereAdam landed, but knows that' his fa.ther h&4 been in. -

Flor1da many years before his ,'birth. ,"I guess tha.t·s·wh,. I oantt ita1l4 

'l'homa.s spent, al} of lns enslaved years on the campbell 'i 

plantat1on, where he describes pr..-emanoipat1on oondit1.as aa better , 
than "he used to hear they wa_ on the other »1aoes." oaapbell hime.lf - , , 

1s desoribed as moderate, if not a~tually ki~dly. ae·did not pe~it .' , 

his slaTe. ~ be beaten to any' great extent. "'!'he mOl't he wouldg1,.. 

us was a -t"'itohl~t, and most of the t1me W'~;' oould pray out oftha1;.-
, . 

-Bat eo.e~t.es he would get a hard man working forhta, 

j~ 

"', 

. ,~~,. the old IIU1 ~~!lJj.Jm • ..( wOns >of th.- Uae~ to 'buck 8.D4 g~i '" .. ",.~ 
fhis Jilrdeee.~~&. & punishm." used partioularly with rtma_,.8:, i 

"( ., 
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where the slave would be g~d and tIed in ~ squattlngpositlon 

and left in the sun for hours. He ol&ims to have seen oth&r .laTes 
- I ' 

suspended by their thumbs for varying periods; he xepea.ts,though, 

that these were not Campbell-e pra.ctioes. 
\ 

During the years b~fore - surrinder-, !bemas saw much 

tra.ffic in slaves, he says. Eaoh yeax around iew Years, itinerant 

-speoulators" would oome to his vioinity and either hold a publio 

s~e, or lead the slaves, -tied together, to the plantation for in~ 

epeotion or sale. 

.. 

- 11 A whole lot of times they lIOuldn',t sell -'., they'd 

~ust trade 'em 11kethey did horses. fbe man(plantation owner) would 

have a couple of old women who oouldn' t do muoh any more, and he T d 

swap 'em to the other man for a young 'un. I seen lota of tem traded -
that way~ and .sold for money too.-

Thomas reoalls at least one Indian family that liTe4 

in his neighborhood until he left it after the War. !his fa.ttlily, he 
.~ .' 

say~, did not work, but had a little.place of their own."!hey didn't 

haTe muoh to do with nobody, though,- headda • 

. Others of his neighbors during these early year. were 
, \ 

&0011 tio._:inded White residents of the area.. These, he Sa.Yif would 

take in rUnaway alaves a.nd 8e1 tlier work • em or h1de t .. until they· 

oould try to get Borth." When they'd get caught ." it" t hough I the1d 

take 'em to town and beat 'ea like they would us" then take their 

plaoes-and rUn"ea out.-

, , 
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Later he oame to know the "pu-trols" and the "refugees." 

Of the former, ~e has only to 8&1 that they gave him a lot of 

trouble every ti.e he didn't have a pass to leave- nthey only . 
give.e one twioe a week," - and of the latter that it was they 

, -
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who induoed the slaves of Campbell to remain and finish their o~op 

after the Emanoipation, reoeiving one-fourth of it for their share. ' 

He ,ta.tes that Campbell exoeeded this amount in the division later. 
~ 

/'./ 'After 'surrinder" Thomas and hie relatives remained on the '" 

Campbell plaoe, working for Is a month, payable-at eaoh Christma.s. 

He 1'eoa11s how rioh he felt with this money, as oompared with the 

other free Negroes in the section. All of the ohildren and his mother 

\ were paid this amount, he ·states. 
~ 
I L/' !he old tIlS.n remembers very olearly the oustoms that :prevailed 

both before and aft •• his fre'edom. On the plantation, he says, they 
. . 

never faoed aotual want of food, although his meals were plain. He 
" ' 

ate moetly oorn.meal and baoon, and aq~sh ~d potatoes, he adds 

"and every now and then we'd eat more than that.w He doesn't recall 

exaotly what,. but says rC was nOh, lots of greens and oabbage and. 
. -

eyrul, and sometimes plenty of me&t too. w 

His mother and the other women ~ere given white ootton-

he thinks it may bave 'been duok- dresses "eTery no" andthen", he 

states, but none of the women really bad to oonfine themselves to 

white, ·oa.use they'd dye fem ~s soon as tbftJd get tem.· For dye,. 

liays they would boil wild indigo, poke berries, walnuts andsolDe tree. 

for whioh he bas an undeolpU~bl. naa~. 



S.lave Intervi8 
brtin Riohard,on 
South Jaoksonyille# Flerida 

Page 5 . 
no 339 

Oampbell's slaYes did not have to go barefoot- not during 

the oolder months, anyway. As soon as winter would come, each 
~)t, " 

one of the wasglyen aCpair of bright~ untanned lea.ther ·b~oga.ns.-" ' 

that would be the envy' of· the vioini;y. Soa.p for the slaves wa.&. 
. . 

ma.de by the women olthe ~lantation; by burning ~ookle-burrs~ blaok

jaok wood. and o'ther materials, then adding the ac.oumulatedfat of 

the past few weeks. For light t4ey were given tallow oandles. Asked 
"' 

ifthers was any oertain time to put the oandles out at night, Thomas 

answers that -lIr •. CSmpbell didn't oare how late you stayed up at night, 

.just so you was ready to work at daybreak,.-

The ex-sla.vedoesn'1I reDBmber any fea.thers in 'the covering. 

fol' his pallet in the' corner of hi' oabin, but says tliat llr. campbell 

alwaY$ provided the slaves With blankets and the women w~th quilts. 

By the time he was given hi, freedom, ~homas had lear,ned 

several trades in addition to farming; one of them was oarpentry • . 
When he eventually left his 15 a month.-job with his .master, he b~ 

travelling over the sta.te, a pr.aotioe he has n~t disoontinued until 

the present. Be worked, he says," in suoh towns as . Perry ,Sarasota, 
• 

Clearwat.er and eyery town 1n Flor ida down to whele the ooean goes 
I - , 

under the bridge~- (Probably Key West.) 

Be came to Jaokson'V'ille about what he believes to be half 

a ~entury ago. He remembers that i t ~s wever so long before the 

fir.-C1S01) and -way ba.ok there when there wasn't but three fam11iee 

over here 1n South Jaoksonville: the Sahds, the Hendrioks and the , 
Qus. I worked, for all of them, but I ~ort8d for Ir. Bowden the lG~ . .' 

eat.-
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Martin 'Pile_deeD' , "',', 
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. , . , , 

The retereno. istc:i R;L; Bowd~n, whom Thomas clAims as one, of 

his' first emplo),.rs in thlS.secti~n. 
,- .,-~ 

!he old. manh.as 22 ohildren, the elllest of t,hose 

l1v1ng~ looking older than !homas himself. 'D;jis ·ohild" is fifty-odd . . 

years. Be h~s been married three times, and 1.1veano1f with lii. 

50, year old ,wife~ , 

In froll t 'of hi. shack i aa lauge,' spreading oak 

tree. He says that there were three of th,ell that he ·and his wife 
, , • ". _f 

tended when, they first .oyed to Jaoksonville.· That one ~her. was 
t f • • 

so little that I used to trim it with mypooltet-knlf.e,tI he stat.~. 

The tree he ".nt1oned is now about 'tw- an4-a-half feet lnd1aaeter. 

tlR1ghtafter my first Wife d1ed~ one of them trees 

wi t;hered~ "the old man fells you. • I did all 'I could' to save the , 

other one, but J>xetty soon' 1t was gone too. I guess this other one 

is waiting for·m.~tI he ~aughs,and points to the remaining oak~ 
- -, 

Thomas pJ.:-oteets tha.t his health is exoellent, exoep:t 

for aj-ust a 11ttle haze tha.t comes over _, eyes, and 'loan't see 
~ -, . 

so good •• He olaims that he has no physloa.l aohe. and pains. Despite' 

the more t;han a century his voloe 1s 11 •• 1y and his hearing falr ,and 

his desire for.travel .t11-1 very muoh all.,e. When interviewed he had 
. . 

just completed a trip to a daughter in Clearwate~" and. ·would have gone 

futherthan that, 'but my 80n wouldn't send me no fare 11ke "he proml •• 41 

.' 



Martin Riohardson . . 

l'i$l<1 Worker 
O~Jllpiete 

" . 

REFERENCE 

SlaTe Interview 
Deoember 8, 1936 

I. '.Interview with subjeot, Shack, Tbomas, living on 
, Old Sa.~nt Augustille Road, .South Jaoksonville ~ J'lcu:ida 

..,. 

• 

I • 

. . 
341 



.. 
90033 

. \ 

JEDERAL WRI T~St PROJEC'! 
.&mer.iean Guide, (Negro writers' Unit) 

Jaoksonville, Florida 

Raohel A. Austin 
Field Worker 
Complete 

86? Words 
4 Pa.ges 

.A Centenarian 

Slave Interview 
November- 30, 1936 

342 

,Luke To~s, a centenarian, now residing at 

1225 West Eighth Street, Jacksonville, Florida,was the ninth 
.. 

ohild born to laria s.nd Like 'fowns, slaves, Deoember 24, 1835, 
~ 

in a village in Tolberton County, Georgia. 

Mr. Town's parents were owned by Governor 

Towns, whose name was taken by all theohildren born on the 

plantation; he states th&t he wa.s plaoed on the public blocks 

for sale, and was purchased by a. Ilr. Kormon. At the marriage 

of )(r. Kormon t s daughter, Sarah, according to ousto., he _s 

given to this daughter as a wedding present,and tlius became the 

slave a.nd took the name of the Gulleys and lived with them until 

he became a young man at Smithville, Georgia, in Lee County. , 

His ohief work was that of oarrying water, wood 

and working &roun.d the house when a youngster; often, he sta.tes 
• 

he would hide in the woode to keep from war,king. 
~ 

I 

Beoause his mother wass. ohild-bearing woman, she 

did not know the ha.rd .labors of sla.very, bdt had a small patch of 
• • ootton and a garden nefl: the house to care for. All of the others 

• 
lI'orked hard • ~ said he -but ba.d kind masters who fed th_ well •• 

/ 

. - \ 

11 
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When asked if his mother were a ohristian, he replied 'why yes: 

indeed she was, and believed in prayerj one day &s she traveled 

trom her patoh home, just as she was about to let the tgapt(this 

_s a fenoe built to keep the hogs and' horses shut in) down, she 

tnel t to pray and a 11._s.htapp_e ... ~~d before her and from that time 

on she did not believe in- any fogyism., but 'in God.· 

• I oannot remember muoh now, he says, 'of 

.hat happened in slavery, but after slavery we went baok to the 

name of Towns.. I know I got some whippings and during the war 

my job was that ot oarryin~ the master's luggage.ICl) 

After the war 'he went to Albany, Georgia. and , 
'. 

began working for himself, hauling salt from Albany to Tall&has~ee. 

florida; this salt was sold to the stores. His next job was that 

of sampling ootton. 
, 

Just before he was SO years old he _s maxried 

to Kary Julia Coa ts,who lived near Albany, Georgia. To them were 

born the following children: Willie, George, Alexander, Henry Hills

man, Ella Louise, and tw1nst Walter Luke and 14ary Julia, who were 

named tor the parents. 

Be _S oonverted to the Baptist faith when hi's 

f~rst ohild was born; there were no ohurches, but services were 

held in the blaoksmith shop on the corner of Jaokson and state 

streets. Later he baoame e member of Mount Zion Baptt,' Churoh 
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A~bany, Georgia, and served there for 50 years &s a deaoon. 

He remained in Georgia until 1899 when he 
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moved to Tampa, Florida and there he operated a oafe. He joined 

Beulah Baptist Churoh and served as deaoon there until he sold 

his business and came to Jaoksonville, 19l7, to live with.his 

youngest daughter, Jlrs. Mary Houston, beo&use he DS' too old to 

operate a business. In Jaoksonville he oonneoted himself with the 

Bethel.Baptist Churot, and while too old to serve as an aotive 

deaoon, he was plaoed on the honorary list beoause of his previous 

reoord of ohuroh servioe. • 

As a relio of pre-freedom days~lIr. Towns has 

a pieoe of paper money and a one-oent pieoe whioh he keeps seourely 

looked in his trunk and allows no ,1\ge to open the trunk; he keeps 

the key. 

Mr Towns, who will oelebratehis one~hundred

:first birthday, Deoember 24, 1936, is not able to ooherently relate 

inoidents of the past; he hears but little and that with great I 

diffioulty. 

He says he has his seoond eyesight; he reads 

without the use 9f glasses; until very reoently he has been very 

aotive in mind and body, having registered in· the Spring of 1936, 

signing his own name on the registra.tion books •.. He has almost all 

of his h_ir, whioh is thiok, silvery \fhi te and of artist length. 

He has most of his teeth, walks without a oane exoept when painful; 

dresses himself without assistanoe. 
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Er. T01m$ ri~es a.t six'o'clock eaoh morning~ .,ft •• ' 
, , 

earlier. )(akes his bed(he has never allowed anyone to make his 

'bed for, him' a.nd beoause it is still dark has to lie aoross 

the bed to a_1 t the brea.kingof day. His heal 'fih 1s very good 

and his appetite strong. 
\ 

Upon the OOO&S.OD. ,of hi s one-hundredth b1rthday, 
, , 

Deoember 34r, 1935, his daughte,r )Irs. Houston gave him a ohild' s 
" 

party and invited'one hundred guest; one hundred stookings .ere 

made, ~illed with fruits, nuts and oandies and one given eacll 

guest. A hfge ~e with one hundred oandles, adOrned' the' table 

and during the party. he out the cake. At this puty, he showed 

all the joys and pleasures of a child. His other dS.ugh:tel' Irs. 
J ' 

E~L ; )(o)lillan, of liew York 01 ty, and son, J(r. George; fowns, for 
. ' . 

years an ins'trl1otor in Atlanta University, At~ta, Georgia, 11'818 
, I 

present for the ocoasion. 

lIr. Towns haa been noted during his lifetdae for 

having & %8Ilar,kable memory and haa many tiaes publicl,. clel1l'ered' 

ora.tions frQ. many of Sb.a.kespearets works. R18 memory began fa.1l

ing him in 1936" 
I 

He is very well edUcated and now spends mos~ of his' 

time sitting on the porch reading the Bible. (a)' 
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1'1111s Williams of 1025 Iverson Street, Jacitsonville, Florida,\) 

wa.a born at Tallahassee, llorida, September 15, 1856. He was the son 

of Ballsom and Wilhemins. Williams, who belonged dnring the period of 
l\ 

slavery to !llamas Heyward, a. rich merchant of Tallahassee. lill1s 

does not know the names ot his patemal grand-parents bt.lt reuembers 

his materDal grand-mother was Rachel Jlitzgiles. who came down to .,is1t 

the family after tba Oivil War. 

Thomas Bef1l'8l"d. the master, oUlled a plantation out in the 

eCfilIlt17 trom Tallahassee and kept slaves O"y,t there; he also o1'l1led a 

fine home in the city as well as a. large grocery store and produ.ce house. 

lil1isl mother, "ilhemina, was the cook at the town house aud 

his fa.ter. Williams. did carpentry and other light 1J'Ork &rOuDd the place. 

He does not remember how his fa.ther learned the trade. but presumes tbat 

Hr. Heyward put him 1m,der a white carpenter until be had lea.rned4 !1'he 

first he remembers of his father wa.s tha,t he did carpentry work. 

J.t the t.i..me Willis was 'born and during his early life, even rich 

people like Mr. Heyward did not have cook stoves. They knew' nothing of 

sach. The only means of coold.ng was by fireplace, which, as he remembers, 

was wide with an iron rod across :I. t. To the r04 a large iron pot was 

suspended and in it food was cooked. An iron skillet with a lid was ued 



tor bald.ag and 1 t also was used to cook meats a.ud otbe r food. The comon 

name for the utensil Was 'sp1dert and eve~y home had. one. 

"illis f&l":'9d well during the first nine years of his life whicll 

were spent in s lavery. To him it was the same as freedom for he was not 

a victim of any unpleasant experiences as related by some other 8X-slaves. 
i 

ge pl~d Da.se ball end loobd after his YO'll.llger brothers and sister while 

his mother was in the ki tehen. He was neV~-L· flogged but racei Ted chastise-

JDe:1t OJlce from the fa.ther of Mr. Heyward. fbat, he related, was light and 

Il.·ot ne.arly 90 savere a.a maJ.l1' parents give their children toda3'. 

lHlhem.ina., his mother, and the cook, sa .. to it that her children 

were well fed. They were fed right from the masterts table, so to speak. 

!rhey did not sit to the table with the master and his tamU.y. but ate the 

same kind of food that was serTed them. 

Cornbread was 'baked in the Heyward 1d. tchen but biscuits also were 

baked twice dailY" and the }legroes were allowed to eat as maq as they wished. 

'fhe di shes were made of tin and. the drillk:1ng Tessels were made from gourds. 

Few white people had china dishes and when they did possess them they were 

highly prized and great care was taken of them. 

1'he few other sla.ve s which HI.'". ieynrd lr.ept around. the town house 

tended the garden and the !1l8Zi3 chickens, ducks !md. geese on the place. 

The garden afforded all of the vegeta.bles necessS%7 tor feeding Kaster 

Heyward, his family and slaves. He did. not object to the slaves ee.tiDcg 

chicken and green vegetables and sent prOvisions ot all kinds from his store 

to boot • 

.1l tl1cnl&h J1r. Re1'W8l"d as weal th1 there were IIeJ17 th iDgs be could 

not 1'nV for !allahassee did not afford them. Willis awMm1Jera that can

dle. were most17 used for l1gbt. Ilome-aade tall.w was 'fIaed 1n ma.1d.ng them. 



!he moulds, 'lhich were made of wood, were of the correct size. Cotton 

string t.isted right from the raw cotton was cut into desired leDgth and 

placed in the moulds first, then heated tallow 'f)aS poured in until the, 
nre filled. Tho tallow was allowed to set and cool. then they were re

aoYe4, ready for use. 

In those d.qs coffee was very expensi'V'a and a substitute for it 

was made from parched corn. The whites used 1t as well 808 the sla,e8& 

11111e reiIW3mbers a man named Pierce who cured cow hides. Be 

used to oW them and one time 'illie (i·1d.nned a cow and took: the hide to 

him and sold 1t. Sixty-five and seventy years ago everyone uei horse. 

or mules and the, had to have :shoea. The blacksmith wore leather aprons 

and the horses and mules wore leather collars. 10 one knew aI»1'thing about 

compost tion leather for making shoes 80 the tannin& of hides was a lacra

t iva busines 8. 

Clothing, during Civil War days and earlY Beconstruction, was 

simple as compared to present dq togs. Cloth woven from homespun thread 

was the only kind Negroes had. Every hou.se of UJ' note could boast of a 

spinning wheel and. lool'.!4 Cot tOll. picked by 21aves~ was cleared of the seed I!l! 

and spun into thread and "oven into cloth 'by theJl1. It was COlImOn to know 

how to spill and weave. Some of the cloth was d7ed afterwards with ~ 

made from indigo and polk berries. Some was used in its Datural co19r. 

Cotton was the main product of most southern plantations and the 

owner usua.lly depended upon the income from the sale of hili 7early crap 

to maintain his hQne aDd uplmep of his slaves and cattle. It was l!eC8Ss.e.1'7 

for every fa:;.~ t.o 71814 u m.ch as possible aDd nnoh energy was directed 

toward gnwing and picld.ng large crops. A.lthaa.gh Mr. &1'lf8l'd wa.s a suc

cessful mercha.nt, he did not lose sight of the fact that his ccmntr;y propert7 



could 11e14 a 'bount1tul s apply of cotton, con and. to1aacco. 

Arol.Uld the t~. lJn.ae Kr. 1e7Ward _tntaine4. an atmo~re of 

home lite. lie wanted his family and his servants well cared for aDd. 

spared DO expense in mak1t1g lite haPP7. 

As 1flll18 remembers the beds were made of Florida moss aud feathers. 

Boards were laid across for slats and the .\ress placed upon the Doarcla. 
\ 

On top of the moss mattress a feather one was placed wh1ch made slee,plrc 

very comCortable. In SWlIDer the feather _ttres8 was often remGvecl, awmed. 

aired and replaced in winter. Goose and the do'ftQ" fea.thers of ch1clr:en8 wre 

saved and stored in large 'bap until enoagh were collected for a mattress 

and it was considered a prise to possess one. 

:tre17 fam11,y of nllte 'boasted the ownerShip of a horae aAd baggy or 

several of each. The k1nd most popular during IUlis t Dolhood was the OIl8-

seated affa1r with a short W8€Pn-l1D bed in the rear of the seat. Sometimes 

two seats were ued. !he seats were remoTa'ble and could h used. for cat"17iDg 

'baggage or other light weights. ~e brougbam. surrey and lands» _re 1131-

lcno1m to Willis. 

Jefore the Clvil Jar and ciuring the time the grea.t struggle .. in 

full nlzac. women wore hoop ald.rt •• verT tull. held out With _tal hoop •• 

Pantaloons were worn benea.th them and around the ankle where th.tl were 

gathered 'fiery closely. a rutle e4&ed with a narrow lace. finished thea off. 

i'h.e waist was tight fi ttiJJg Daaqu and sleeY8s which could 'be WOl"n long or 

to elbow, were very full. "omen also wore their be.ir high up on their 

heade with frills arOU1'1d the face. J'egro women, right after slave17, fell 

into imitating their former mistresses and ~ of them who were for'ttt.nate 

enough to get employment usd part of their earnings for at least ODe good 

ares I. It was usually matle of woolen a lard wide. or a1llc. 



Koney has undergoae a change as rapidl7 as some other commonpl8ce 
early 

things. In '1illia- /ll£e, .money valued at less than one dollar was made of 

paper Just as the dollar, five dollar or ten dolla.r Dills were. There was 

a difference however, in the paper representing 'change t and not as much 

care was taken in protecting :I. t from being imitated. The paper money used 

for change was ca.l1ed Ishin pla.sters· and 1llIlch of it flooded the southland 

during 01 vil war da¥s. 

Hr.Heyward did not enlist in the al1lijT to help protect the south1 t 

Cause but his eldest son, Charlie, went. Ris younger son was not old enough 

to go. Willis stated that Mr. I:J.eyward did not go becs.use he was in business 

and. was needed at home to look after it. It is not known whether Charlie 

was killed at war or not, but, lillis sa.id he did not return home at the 

close of war. 

When the news of freedom came to Thomas Heyward's town slaves it 

was brought by McCook's cavalry. lillis r~Qers the uniformi worn by 

the northerners was dark blue with brass buttons and the Confederates wore 

gt.'q • After the cavalry reached Tallahassee. they separated into sections, 

each division teldD€ a different part of the town. .egroes of the household 

were called together and were informed of their freedom. It is remembered 

by Willio that the slaves were jubilant but not boastful. 

Mr. HeYWal'd. was dealt a ha.:rd blow dltring the war; his store was con-

fiscated and used as a commissaT,1 by the northern~. When the war ended 

he was deprived of his slaves and a great portion of his former wealth vanished 

wi th the ir go ing. 

The lO(1JS or his wealth and sla.ves did not bitter llr. Heyward; to the 

contr8l7. he was as ld.ndhee.rted as in dqs past. 

KcCook1f: OaVaJ.17 did not remain in !allebMsee very long and was 



replaced "7 a colored CO~; the 99th In:fant17. !heir cb1tl was to mai1l

taln order within the tOD. An orchestra was with the outfit and 111l1s 

remembers that tbey were ver.y good DIleicia.ns. .A .ego who had been the 

slave of a man of fallebassee was a member of the orchestra. H1s DaDe 

was Singleton and his former master invited the orchestra to come to his 

--.t. antl, aftel" tbatenterlaiD8d JD8.Dl' .hi te fami11es in their ~c:mes. 

!he soutbern soldiers who returned after the war appeared to 
-- ----------- .-._-------

receive their de1'eat u go~d Isports' a~r..ot &!I much friction 'between the 

races existe,l as would be, imagtned. The e»-81a:"." while he was glad to 'be 

free, wanted to be sheltered UDder the 'wings' of his formar master aDd 

mistress. In most esses tAey were hired by their former owners aIld peace 

relgned around the home or plantation. ~is was true of !a1lahassee. it 

not of other sections of the south. 

Soon afte~ the smoke of the cannons had died down and people begaa 

t:hinking of tbe fUtm-e, th0 :legroes turned their thoU&bts toward education.. 

!hey grasped evert opportunity to learn to read and write. Schools were 

fostered by northern white capitalists and white women were sent into the 

southland to teach the colored 'ioys aDd girls to read. write and figure • 

.Arr3 llegro who had 'been fort'Wlate enough to gain some kDowledge dur1ng ala-

very could get a position s8 school teacher. As a result ~ poorly pre-

pared persons entered the school loom 80S tutor. 

filliam Williams, 11l11s' father, found wo~ at the old Jlorida 

Central and Peninsular Railroad ;yards and worked for DI8llY Tears there. 

Ie sent his Children to school and Wil11s advanced ra~ldl7. 

Dtu'iIlg slave17 I'egroes attended church, sat in the 'balcoD7. and 

verT often log churches were buU t for 'Gbera. Keetings _re held uadar 
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IIbuah harbors. II J.f'ter the war frame and log clm.rehes _ned tbem as placeD 

of worship. These 'buildings were erected by .hi tea who ca.me into th9 south

land to help the ex-slave. :legro men who claimed God had called them to 

preach served as ministers of most of the !legro elmrches but oft",n white 

preachers vi s1 ted them and instructed them concerning the :Bible and what 

God wanted them to do. Service. were conducted three times a da3 on Sand",_ 

morning at eleven, in afternoon alout three and at night at eight o"clock. 

The mSZl'oer of worship.as ver7 D'lDCh in keeping wi th pre.ent dfq" 

modes. Preachers appealed to the emotions of the tfloek' and tbe congre

gation responded with lamens," llballelula., I clapping of hands, shouting 

and screaming. Willis rema.rked to one white man during his early lUe. 

that he wondered 1I'hy the people 7elled so loudl7 and the man replied that 

in f'1£t7 7ears hence the .egroes would be educated. know better and would 

not do that. He fUrther replied that rift,- 7ears ago the white people 

Bcree.med and shouted that 'fI8¥. Wil11s wonders now when he sees 'both white 

and colored people r811PODding to preaching in DIIJ.Ch the same wq as in his 

early lite if education has made moh ditfereace in marlJ cases. 

Mach super.U'1GD and ignorance exlsted among the legroes during 

elave17 aDd early reconstruction. Some wore bags of 811lplm:' 8lqing they 

'liould keep a'ffe:j' d1s~a.se. Some wore bags ot salt ~ charcoal 'believi~ 

that evil spirits 1iOUld 'be kept &Rl from them. Others wore a ail ver coin 

in their shoes and some made boles in the coin. threaded a string through 

1 t, atta.ched it to the &Dkle so that no one could conJure tbem. Some who 

thought an e.tMa;J'deb' sprinkle llgaofer dust· around their door steps 

81I'8pt very clean around the door step in the evening and &1101'194 DO one to 

come in a:f'tertVarde •. 
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slavery learlled mach about herbs and root s and ho_ tiler were used to c:ure 

all manner of ills. The doctor gave pract1C&l17 the same kind of medicine 

for most ailments. The white doctors at that time had not been schooled to 

a great ertent and carried medicine b~ around to the sick room which con-

tained pilla and a very f811 other kinds of medicines wbich the;y had made 

from herbs and root.. Some of them are used to-dq 'but 'I1ll1s said most 

of their medicines were pills. 

Ten years after the Civil war 111l1s 'Wliliams had advanced in hi. 

studies to the e,xtent that he passed the govermnent cmvninat -,-on 8lld became 

a rail~ mail cleliI:. He ran from Tallahassee to Pala.tka 8lld Biver ihu:tctlon 

OD the J'lorida Oentral and PeninS'Ular Bailroeil. There was no other railroad 

going into Tallahassee then. 

The first Negro ra11_q mail clerk accorl.ing to Wl111.' knowlede;e 

running from !allahassee to JacgQnVille. DS Jen,jam1n F. Cox. The fir8t 

colored ma.i1 clerk in the Jackson1'1l1e Post Office was 0am.P HD.gb.es. &9 was 

sent to prison for r1f'liJl& the !Daile I'Ul1s Jtters succeeds4 ~eB and 

'i111e Williams succeeded IQ'ers. W111is received a telegram to come to 

Jacksonville to take M;rers' place and when he came upected to stq three 

or four dqs. but. after getting here was retained permanently and remained 

in the service until his retirement. 

BiS first run from Tallahassee to Palatka and Biver JU»ction besan 

in 1815 and lasted unti,l 18'19. In 1879 he was e&lled to Jacksonville to 

succeed U7era end when he retired forty Tears later, had filled the posi t1011 

credi tab11. therefore W&:J ret ired on a pension whi ell. he rill reee! ve 'Wltil 

his death. 

W1111s 1111iam8 in in good health, attends gbeD8ler Methodist 

Episcopal Church of whieh he is a aember. Be pos flesses all of his faculties 

and 1s able to carry on an intelligent conversation on his fif't7 ;years ill 
J'a,elraonvllle':' 
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In 1857 ell 1;he pla.ntation ef !lOa DexteJin La.ke 

C1ty, -Col_bia coety, rlorida., was bon a. l'egro/Clau4e. 

A~t& Wilson, ,8t elaTe parents. Hls Dster ToaDex~er .. 

very.klnd to h18 .laye.~ andwa.sald to bave been a Yank, •• 

B:~S wife 'JI&rJ Ann Derler, a8~uthe:me~1-. the d1:r8etoppO~l~e# 

she, _s yery mean. Ola't1de ... elght' r.ar. old. when ~aolpati.n " 
• j '~ • 

oue. 

!he Dater plQtatlel1 ..as qui_ al~~ 'p~ ... , 

100 01' ilOze aer~ •• ·.ere·~ were abOut 100 $Tes, illclUding oldl"',*~L 

They bad :eguJ.ar one rooa quarters bu1l t ef leg. _1~ .... qui,. 
'1nsip1fl ... nt1n oOSllJl.:r1aon 111 th tile palat1alle%teTIYln81oa. '8le, 

.1aTes would ariae earl1' ea.ch aomiDg, belag awakened 'by .-.. 1 ... 1'-
.~ 

who was a whl t8 .... , and ,~, .IU1l-Up. would 'be a1; thel~ % •• ,..ot1 .. ~ 

talks 'ln the fields. All day, they ·wO:rlted.~ ,.ppilll ~t .ooa to .. , 

a bite to ta",whioh the, oar~i.d cn the t1el41 fz.thet~ "'1~1li1J .. '\"':-..., 
. ' 

'.1t -aun-down- iher _~4 quit' wetk ,&D.4' ,»e·t1mt·.illlJ~ , 
. . ' 

oab1u" pzepare. 1;he1.r aea.1. ,4J,Ulpu1p tr.' •• 1 .... _1~." 

1,. lretlrlq .. , •• 11; tu ....t...... ~, ... ~ .. ,.~p. •• 
, ,. '.~ 
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to theirroutlne dDtiea. At ~dars they woUld gather at & 

/;-oor1y oonstructed frae bui1d11lg which was known aa 'the 'lleeting 

Roue.· III this bu11d1Dg they .'Would give praise and tbanke te 
, ' 

their God. The ~est of the dar was spent in relaxation a.this 

wa.s the only day of the week inw:b.1oh they were not foreed to 

'Wort. 

Cla.ude August. worked in the fi8148, hie aother 

and 8ister worked in the Dexter mansion. !heirduties. were general 

house wo:rlt,eooklDg and. aewiag. Bis ~er aa' 'Very :rifbel110~ 

toward he'r dut1ee and o~nsta.n~lT harra8.e.a the .w.issu.- about let

t1ng her work1n the f1el4e ~i th her husband until finally·au _8 f 

permitted to make the oQange from the'house to the fie1deto be 

near her aaa. 

!he -.issus- taught C~aude·. 8ister tc aew ~D.d to 

the pre8ent dar a08t of her female deeoendantaha'Ve ea.e ab1lity 

in 4r888 maklDg. 

~he .ansion was tarnished with 'he latest furniture 

of the tille, but the slave quarter. had only the __ ptst an4 
. " 

ba%eet neB •• sitiea. Bi. mether had DO stoye but co~k.4 la-the 
. '. 

f1%e pl&o. u1DS a akillet and spl4er(sk111e't. a •• 11' .etal ... e8881 
. 

• 1 tll handle ue4 foroookingj spi4er, &. k1nd of 1%'71ag paa), ~n-

lton'. 81Qllfle4 tiatienary, 19M. !he cooUq was not .... 41Hot11 

011 ihe oeal. 1n ~h. tlre pUe. 'lNt plaoed. o. the lJ8r.~ '.,ad hot 
~: : -.;;. ..-
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ooals ,pulled aro~d them, more Boals being pulled. abOut until 
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the -food 1I'&S cooked as desired. Corn bread, beans, neet potato •• 

(ir1sh potatoes being uiutnown) and collard greens were the prin- I 

oipal foods eaten. Corn bread was ,made as-itls today, only cook

ed differentl,._ The corn ,meal after being ,Ilued was napped 1n 

tann10n leaves (elephant ears) and placed in hot coals. !he leaves 

would paroh to a orisp and wh~n the, bread. •• removed 1 t was a 

beautiful brown and unburned. S1reet potatoes were' roasted in the 

hot coale. Corn _8 often roasted in the shuoks_ there __ a. sub-
I ~ \' \ 

'stltute for ooffee that afforded a str1klng similarity'in taste. 

Thoe hUlks of the grains of oorn were parohed, hot water _s then 
" ' t t,... 

pcured o~ this, the result was a pleasant liquid 8ubstltute fer 

ooffee. The.e was another _bread used a_ a desert, mon a.s potato 

bzead, aade by b6iling potatoes unt114on8, •• n _shine, acldiDg 

grease a.nd mea.l, this was baked and then 1t was ready to Ilene. 

I'or l1ghts, candles were made o,f tall01l', whlah 1I'&S poured into a' 

mould when hot. , oord ._ run tbrollgh the center of the candle 

impres.ion in the mould in which thete.lloW' was pove4, when this 

cocrled the candle, with cord was all ready fOf lighting. 

, !he only means of obtaining water was' from an open 

well. 10 io. _s used. !he f1rst 108 tbat ~'I4e ever .... in 1ta 

regu1a.z ton _s In Jaoksonville' after lltanolpatlon. rus 10e 'w_ 

naturall,. frosen and shipped. from the nOl'tll to beeo14. It •• oalled. 

Late I ••• 
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_ !&nnlng and curing pig and cow hide 8 -.. done~. _ at 

Claude neYer _'I' the process performed dUring slavery. Glaude· 

llad no special dutles on the plant&t4Qa •• 1:;.aoooUl'lt e:f h1 .. y~uth. 

After ootton -e picked from the' fields- the seeds were pi'cked.. Gut 

by hand, ihe cotton was then carded for t¥rther use. The cottOD. 

seed was used as fertilizer. In ,bal.lng ootton burlap bag. were 

used on the. bales. fte 80ap used was made fro. l~U11lC hiok0%1 

or oak woe,..,. and burning it to ashes. !he ,aelies were ,lao ... 1a .. 

tub e.nd _ter poured eTa them. 'flda was left to set. Jfte% aet

tins for a certain ttae the water ~ro. the ash.a was poured Into 

a poi; oonta.1n1ng grease. !h~s was boiled for a eertain t!a. and the" 

left to 0001. The ren.lt was a pot full of soft substance TU'JiDgin 

oolor from white to yellow, this was called lye soap. !hie _8 tllen 
. ; 

out In·to ':,bars a8 48sired for use. 

For d.yeing thread and oloth, red oak bart, .~eet 
-', 

ga bark and shoe malte roots were boiled in water. !Ia. au aba 
......... ' -

were large wooden tubs having one bandle with holes ill 1t for the 

finger •• Chioken and goose feather a were alwa7s carefullr I&ve4 . 

to uke feather utlreeaes. Claude rellembers when weaea 110%. hoo1' 

skirt.e. Ie _a a'bout 20 rears of age when Barrow skirt. Node 

fashionable ter women. During alaTery 'the : ... 11r only .. e4 8la1;·. 
r \ • 

. . ,. 
on the bade, ~t wa_ after the war that he ~1f h1s fir at aprlDC beeS. 

a.n4 at ,hat -;111. the f1rst 'bQ.ggr. !hi's -buggJ •• clr1 .... ., 1?: 

., ,-

• -" <'", 
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ex~governor Held of Florida .ho then lived in South Jaokson

vi.lle. It was a four ..... heeled affair drawn by a horse and looked 

sensible and natural as a vehiole. 

, !he paper money in oircula.tion was oalled 

8shin plasters.' Claude's unole, Mark Clark joined the Northern 

.Anly. His master did not go to war but remained on the planta.

tion. One day at noon during the war the gin house was seen to 
--~. 

be afire, one 'of the slaves rushed in and found the master badly 

burned and writhing in pain. lie was taken from the building and 

g1Ten first a1d, but his bod1' being burned in oil and 80 badly 

bur.ned it burst open, thus ended the life ot the kindly mAster 

of Olaude." 

!he soldiers of the southern Army wpre gray 

uniforms with gra.y oaps and the aoldiers of the ~Torthern Azmy 

wore blue. 

After the war suoh medicines a8 oastor 011, 
., 

rhubarb, c~lomel and blue mass and salts were generally used. 

The Civil war raged for some ti.e and the slaves on Dexter's 

pl&ntation prayed for vlctoryof'the Northern Army, though they 

dazed not show their anxiety to Kary Ann Dexter who was master 

and a1stress sinoe the masterts death. Olaude and his family 

remained with the Dexters until peaoe was declared. II%s. Dexter 

informed the ,laves thay they oould etay with her it the, 80 de

sired. and that she would furnish everything to cultivate the 
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oropsa.nd t~t she l10uld g19'8' them llall .f what _s raised. Hon. 

o! the saTes remained but &11 wer~ anxious to a.e what freedea 

wa.s like. 

Olaud.8 reoalls 1ihat a *1x...l1Ule Mea drove l1P to 

the hOuse driven by a colored Union soldier. Ie helped move the 
", 

household furniture from th1r oabin into the we.gon. !he family 

then got in \ some in the seat with the driver, .and others 1n back ' 

of the agon with the furniture. nen the driTer pulled. off he 

8a14 to Cla1l4e'. Bother who ftS sitting on the seat 11'1 th h!a~i 

wDoan JOu know you' 1a free nowl··Yeh S1r,- she anewered,-I been' 

praying for dis a long time.- ·Oome on den lea go •• he answered, 
"i". . 

and drove off. !hey p&Bsed through Olustee. then sanderson, kc-

olenny and f1nall, Baldw1n. It was raining and. they were about . 
20 miles from their de8tinat1on,J&Okson~11e, but ther drove,on. 

!,hel r-ea.ched Jacksonville and were taken to a house that stood on 
, . 

Liberty stree~, near Adams. r,hite' people had been living there but 

had lett before the R'orthern advanoe. !haze the), unloac1ed and were 

told thai; this would b. their new he ••• the to~ •• full of color

ed soldiers all a.rae~ 1fi th muskets. Horns and dnas ,could be heard ' 

beating and blowing eyery morning and aTenine. The'oolored soldiers 

a.ppeared to rule the tom. .ore slaves were brought 1Jt. and there 

they were given food by the Government which consisted of bard tack 

-(bread reddish in appeara.aoe and 8xtr_el.,. -b.u4 whloh Jaa4to 'be 

80alCed 1. _ t er before e .. t1q.) !ae meat •• mOD a. - eal:t llezs •• II 
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lage ? 
I'll' 

1'1.1& leoked. and. ts,ste4 Icmewhat 11kecorn~' beef. After belq 

111 Ja.ck.onrtlle So short while Claude began to peddle ginger 

bread and apples' ina little basket, .ellag most of hi.warea 

to the 0010r8d 801d1ers'~ 

His father got •• plfitYl1ent ,with, a railroad COlrlpal11 

1il Ja.oksonnlla, known &8 the norida Oentral Ra.~_1.,. and re

oei Ted. 99# a day , _which was oonsidered very good "9&1. Hie .other 

got a job with a fam11y aa house woman at .. salary o1'eigb,~· 

dollar. a month. !hey were thus oonsidered getting along fine'. 

'!'hey remained in the house where the, Govermaent placed t11_ :rer 

about a year, then his fa.ther ~\1ght a pieaeof la.nd 1n tom and. 
\ \ built a houee of straight boards. There they re81ded'unt1l bi. 

death. 

BY this t1ll8 un, of the whIte people began to 
return to their homes .hioh had. beel1 abandoned and 1n wh1c:b 

slaves found shelter. In many instanoes the.White. had to .ake 

monetary or other conse.siona 1n order to get their hoa •• baok. 

, It was said that O'Olored people ha.d taken })Oss.,ssion of eae of 

the,large white o~ohe. of t~. day, 1008.1;e4 on ROpn street, 

between iahle7 and Churob stree~a. Olaude re~~e8 that all ~h18 

was .hen Jaoksonville "'8 ., mere T1Uage, ~hO'" and hOI pena 

in what .. eon81derecl. aa do_ton. !he p1'1aolJ&1 ._.eta ... ere: 
"'"' 

P1ae(BOw .111.), Ilartet and Jlorsytlt. !he le&c!1 •• "or •• were'l11aoa'a . . , 

" 
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.1, a means of tru8pOrte. tlol1 two-wheeled draY8 
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·e . 
were USed., aule" er horse-drawn oare .. hloh was to. come into use~· 

.-.) . 

later were not operating at tha.t time. To cro,e these.lnt Johns 

River one had to go in a row boat, whioh was the only ~errT and 

ftS opera. ted. by the ex-governor· l.e14 of Florida. It docked 011 

the north side of the river at the foot of Ocean stree't l and on 

the. south side at the foot of old ICings Road. It ran between these 

two points,:oarry1ng passengers' to and fro. 

!he leading ... hi 'be familie. 11 'ring in Jaekeonv111e at 

that time were the Bartrldges, Bostwioks, Doggett.. Bayels and 

L·Engles. 

Cl-.ude Augusta Wilson, a Jl8.n along in year. has 11.,84 

to aee many ohanges take plaoe among his people sinoe '!'he Daanol

pe.t1on which he i8 proud ot. A peaceful old gentleman he la, still 

alert lIentally and physically deep11;e his 79 years, 1118 youthful 

appearanoe beli.. his age. 

f 

. ' 
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Pederal triters' Jroject 
tackaom-l11e, Flor1da 

JUne 80, 1938 

Dade County, norida Ex: ... Slave Storles 

CBABI.JY ROBER'lS of Perrine, 'londa, was born on the J:l)ge; plantation 

¥IU' Allendale, S. C. 

"Yes, sah, It mambers de Tray day when _ :tirst heard that .. was 

tree. I was mindtn' the little calf, teepin' it away from the ~o .. while 

my mot her was m1lkin t • 

". have to milk the co •• and carry the m11lt to the Confederate soldiers 

quartered ne~ us. 

"At that t1me, I oan 'mmer of the sold1ers comin' t C1"Oss the Se"t'sunah 

River. They would CO to the plantations end take all tll8 cows, bogs, sheep, 

or horses they wanted and "staot" their IJlDS and stay around some places 

and kill some of the stock, or lise the milk and .at corn and all the tood 

they wanted as they needed it. 2'hey'd take quilts and just Sllything they 

needed. 

"I dontt know why, but I remember .e d1dn't have salt given to us, so •• 

• ent to the smoke bollse where there .ere clean boards OD the floor .. he:re the 

salt and grease <lr1pplnss would tall t.rom the sIlX)ked hSDS hanging trom the 

ratters. '!'he boards lIOuld be soft and soaked with salt am grease. Well, 

we took tho 88 boards am .c(»oked 1;118 8alt and tat out of tbem, cooked the 

boards right in the bean SOt1p. 'lh .. way we sot 8alt and the soup ft8 good. 

- . "!h., used to 81ve U8 rinds otf the haM. I .. as a big boy before I 

..... r be. there was 

W12352 
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axwthing but rinds a pork meat. We went arourJ. chewing away at those rinds 

of hams, and we sure liked them. ve thoucllt that was the best meat there 

was. 

"I used to gp to the Baptist church in the woods, bat I never went 

to school. I learned to read out of 1bChffey's Speller. It was a little 

book with a blue back. I won't forget that. 

"I try to be as -@Pod as·1 know how. I've never gi v&n the state any 

trouble, nor any of my sons have been arrested. I tries to follow the 

Golden Rule and do right. 

"I have seven living child:!"en. '[fe moved to l\~ami when our daughter 

moved he re and took sick. We live at Perrine now, but we want to come to 

~Tiami, 'cause I aint able to work, but :my: wife, she is younger and. able to 

work. ~1e don't want to eo on charity any more' n we have to" 

Jennie Golder: was born in Georgia on Blatches t settlement. 

"Blatches, he kep's big hotel, too and he kep' "right smart" slaves. By 

the time I was old' enoug.h to remember anything we was all' free, but we worked 

hard. My father and mother died on the settlement. 
.. 

"1 picked cotton, shucked cotton, pulled fodder and ~orn and done all 

dat e I plowed with mules e. Dis is jennie Golder, remember date Don't for

get it. I done all d:at e I plowed with mu.les and even then the overseer whip

ped me. "I dont know exactly how old I am, but I was born before freedom • 

. . 
'\ 

_ •• 'IT WlIllAMS: 1740 N. W. 5th Oourt, llliarui, Florida was bo:rn in , .. A .. 
). 

:.; . 

"':' . 

r t;--

., 
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Grady County, Georgia, near Cairo in the 16th District. 

"The man what I belonged to was name Mr. Sacks. IvW zoother and 

father lived there. I was only about three years old when peace carr~, 

but I remember when the paddle rollers came there and whipped a man and 

woman. 

"I Vias awful 'fraid, for that was somethin' I nevah see before o \1e 

"stayed on" but we left before I was old enough to work, but I did work in 

the fields in };1tche11 County. 

"I came to Miami and raised 3 children. I'm staying with my daughter, 

but I'm not able to work much. I'm too done played out with old age. ff 

FRANK BATES: 367 U. W. lOth Stree.t, Miami, Florida was born on Eilgh 

lee Bates' farm in .Alabama in the country not very far from Lulberry 3eat. 

"My mother and father lived on the same plantation, but I was too 

little to do more than tote water to the servants in the fields. 

ttl saw Old Bates whip my mother once for leaving her finger print in the 

pone bread when she patted it down before she put it into the oven. 

"I remember seeing Iundra, Oscar and luke Bates f!JJ off to war on three 

fine horses. I dont know whether they ever came back or not, for we moved 

that same day. 

VIILLIAM 11EIGHTEN:gave his address as 60th Street, Uberty City. 

He was only a baby when freedom came, but he too, "stayed on" a long time 

afterward. 

He did not know his real name, but he was given his Nassyts name. 
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"Don't ask me how much work I had to do. Gracious\ I used to plow 

and hoed a lot and everything else and then did' nt do enough. I gpt too 

many whippings besides." 

RIVIArJA BOYhTON: Rivana-Williams Boynton was born on John and 1.,,10l1ie 

Hoover's plantation near Ulmers, S. C., being 15 years of age when the 

'Mancipation ca'1le. 

"OUr Boss man, he had "planty" of slaves. We l~ ved in a l",;:~ houses. 

If 
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htr father was an Indian and he ran away to war, but I 'don't 'member anYthing 

of my mother. She was sold and.· taken away 'fore I ever knew anything of her. 

"I 'member that I had to thin cotton in the fields and mind the flies 

in the house. I had a leafy branch that was eu t from a tree.' It d stand and 

wave that branch over the table to keep the flies out of the food. 

"I'd work like that in the day time and at night I'd sleep in my uncle's 

shed. He had long bunks along the side of the walls. We had no beds, just 

gunny sacks nailed to the bunks, no slats, no springs, no nothing else. You 

know how these here sortin' trays are made, - these here trays that they 

use to sort oranges and 'matoes. #ell~· we had to sleep on gunn sack beds. 

They had weavin t looms where they made. rugs and. things. I used to holp 

'em tear rags and sew t em an' make big balls and then they'd weave those 

rugs, - rag rugs, you know. That's what we had to cover ourselves with. 

V~ didn't had no Quilts nor sheets not nothin like that. 

"I 'member well when the war was on. I used to turn the corn'sheller 

and sack the shelled corn for the Confederate soldiers. They used to sell 

some of the corn, and I guess they gave some of it to the soldiers. Anyway 

the Yankees got some that they didn't intend them to get. 
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"it was this way: 

"The Iheeler Boys were Confederates. They came down the road 

, 'as happy as could be, a-singin': 

t Hlrraht Hur rah\ Hurraht 

. &trrah for the Broke Brook bo,s. 

Burrah\ Hurrah\ Hurrah\ 

I:b.rrah for the Broke Brook boys of South 0a:r-o-li-ne-ah. t 

"So of course, wr thought they were our soldiers singin' 

our songs. Well, they came and tol' our boss that the Yankees were 

coming and we had better hide our :food and valuable things for they'd take 

everything they wanted. 

368 

"So they ho~ped our hassy hide the things. They dug holes'and buried 

the potatoes and covered them over wi th cotten seed. Then our 1v'Iassy gave 

them food for their kindness and set out wi th, two of the girls to take them 

to a place of safety, and before he could come back for the Eissue TEE 

YANKEES NERE UPON DB t • 

"But before they got there, our Missus had called us together and told 

us what to say.-

'NOw you beg for ust You can save our lives. If they ask you if we 

are good to you, you tell them, 'YES' \ 

"If they ask you, if we give yow, meat , you tell them. 'YES' \ . 

"Now the rest didn't get, any meat, but I did' cause I worked in the 

house, so I did' nt t ell a lie, for I did get meat, but. the rest d idn' t get 

it. " 

,r 



6 

We saw the Yankees coming. They never stopped for nothing. Their 

horses would jump the wo nn rail fences and theY'd come right across the 

fiel's ant everything. 

"'lb.ey came to the house first and bound -our Ydssus up stairs so 

she couldn't get away, then they came out., to the sheds ani asked us all 

kind of questions. 

HIve begged for our Ndssus and we say: 

'Cllr Missus is good. Don't kill hert 

tn,nt take our meat away from ust 

'Dont hurt our !'1ssus\ 

'Dont burn the house downt 

jie begged so hard that they unloosened her, but they took some of 

the others for refugees and some of the slaves volunteered and went off 

with them. 

"They took potatoes and all -the hams they wanted, but they left our 

Mis sua , 'cause 1\e save her life. 

369 . 

"The Uncle what I libbed with, he was awful full of all kinds of 

devilment. He stole sweet taters out of the bank. He called them!l,. "pottt1'Ooj, i 

and sometimes he called them Ifblow harts". You know they would blow up . 

big and fat when they were roasted "in the ashes. 

"1tv uncle, he liked those blow horts mighty well, and one day, when 

he had some ba..l{ed in the fireplace, Ole :Massy ROover, he came along and 

peeked in through the "hold t' in de chimley wall, where the stones didn't fit 

too good. 
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"Be stood there and peeked in an' saw my uncle eat in' those 

blow horts. He had a big long one shakin' the ashes off on it. He 

was blowing it to cool it off sO he could eat it and he was a-sayin' 

'Umt does blowhorts is mighty good eatin'. "Then t~ssy, he come 

in wid his hig whip. and caught him and tied him to a tree and p.addled 

him until he blistered aId then washed his sore back with strong salt 

water. You know they used to use salt for alL]Undsof sores, but it 

shot did smart. 

''!Jy s:unt, she was an Indian mman. She did' nt want my uncle to 

steal, but he was just full of all kind of devilment. 

"'~~ Massy liked him, but one day he played a trick on him. It 

"~w Uncle too~ sick, he was so sick that when my Y~ssy came to 

see him, he asked him to pray that he should die." So 1~ssy Beover, he 

went home and wrapped himself up in a big long sheet and rapped on the 

door rea-l hard. 

nUn~le, he say, t who f s out there? What you want?' 

"Ms.ssy, he change his voice and say, ttl am Death. 1 hear that you 

want to die, so I've come after .... -;,. soul.. Com with met Get ready. 

Q)1ti.ek I am in a hurry\" 

; i 

nOh, my sakes\ t IIW unole, he say, t N 0, DO I aint "ready yet. I aint 

to meet you. 1 donft want to die.' 

.\ 
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M,y Missus whipped me once, but not 80 very hard. I was under 

Her daught'er. Mias !&>llie. She liked me and always called me "Tinker". 

When She heard me crying and goin' on, she called: 

tTinker, come here. What's the mtter? Did you Missus whip you?' 

"When my lassus said, tT1nker was a bad girl, I told her to sweep 

the yard and she went otf and hid all day.' 

"lbllie, she took me up in her arms and said, 'They mUstin't whip 

T:t.nker; shets my little girl. ' 

"If it hadnlt been for Miss Mollie, I don't know where ltd be now. 

I marriee right after freedom. 1~ husband, .Alexander Boynton and I 

stayed right on the plantation and farmed on the shares. 

"WE had planty of children., -- .,18 in' all. -~ three sets of twins. 

They all grew up, except the twins, they didn't any of them 'get old enough 

to get married, but all the rest lived and raised children. 

"They are all scattered around, but my youngest son is only 38 years 

old. I have grand-children.40 years old. 

"I don't know just how many, but I have 20 grand-children and I have 

three generations of grand-children. 'Yes, my grand-childr'en, some of the, 

have grand-children. That makes five generations. 

"I tell them that I am a "gitzy, gitzy" grand-lmther." 

nl live right here with my daughter. She's my baby girl. ' It. not 
~. 

very strong anymore~ but 1 have .a big time telling stories to my great

grand-children and great-great-grand children". 

\' 
:.~,:: : 



SALENA TASWEll.: 

Salena Taswell, 364 NW 8th st. Miami, Flcrida, is 'One 01' the 

oldest ex-slave women in l.~ami. Like most exo:-slaves she is very 

courtecus; she will talk about the "'Old times", if she has once gained 

confidence in you, but her answers will be so laconic that two or three 

visits are necessary in 'Order for an interviewer to gain tangible 

information without appearing too proddish. 

'Nith s lDrt, measured step, bent form, unsteady head, wearing a 

beaming smile, Salena takes the floor. 

"Ole Dl"o ,Jameson, he wuz rrw Massy. He had a plantation three mile 

from Perry, Gecrgia. I can 'member whole lots about working for them. 

l' see I was growned up when peace came. 

WMY mother used tc he a seamstress and sewed with her fingers all 

the time. She made the finest kind of stitches ~'ihile I worked around de 

table or, did any other kind of house work. 

"I knowed de time when Ab'rarn Linkum come to'de plantation. He 

come through there on the train and stopped over night oncet. He was 

known by Dr. Jameson and he came to Perry to see about the food for the 

soldiers. 

ff'l{e all had part in intertainin' him. Some shined his shoes, 

some cooked for him, an' I waited on de table, I can't forget thato 

77e had chicken hash and batter cakes and dried venison that, day. You 

be sure we kno'lred he was our friend am we catched what he had t' say. 

NOW, he said this: (I never forget that t slong as I live) fIf they free 

de people, 1'll bring you back into the Unicn' (To Dr. J'ameson) 'If you 

don't free your slaves, I'll "1rhip" you back into the tInion. 



Before ltd allow my wife an' children to be sold as slaves, III 

wade in blood and water up to my neck' • 

"lbw he said all that, if my mother and father were living, they'd 

tell y' the same thine. That's what Linkum said. 

"He came through after Freedom and went to the 'Sheds' first. I 

couldn't 'magine what was going on, but thet came runnin' to tell me and 

what a time TIe had. 

"llnkum went to the srroke house and opened the door and said 'Help 

yourselves; take vlhat you need; cook yourselves a good meal\ and Vie sho' 

had a celebration\ " 

"The Dr. didn't care; he was lib'ral. ~'ifter F.t'eedom, when any of us 

-
got married he'd give us money and send a servant alo~ for us. Sometimes 

even he'd carry us himself'to ou~ ne: home·~" 
-'~--~:' ~:';t:~) . 



DADE COUNTY t FLORI DA. FOLKLORE 

MIAMI'S EX-SLAVES 

There is a unique organization in the colored population of Miami known as 

the "Ex Slave Club.- This olub naf olaims twenty-five members. allover 88 

years of age and all of whom were s laves in this oountry prior to the Civil 

War.. The members of this interesting group are shown in the aooompanying 

photograph. The storias of their lives as given verbatim by these aged men 

and women are reoorded in the following stories: 

ANNIE TRIP: -My name's Annie Trip. How my name's Trip, I married a 

Trip, but I was borned in Georgia in the oountry not so very far from Thomas-

ville. I'm sure you must hal heard of Thomasville, Georgia. Well, that's 

where I was borned. on Captain Hamlin's plantation. 

IIC aptain Ha.mlin, he was a greatest lawyer. Henry Hamlin. you know he 

was the greatest lawyer what ever was, so dey tell me. You see I was small. 

My mother and father and four brothers all lived there together. Some of the 

rest were too small to remember much, but dey.wuz all borned dare just de samey_ 

Wish I wuz dare right now. 1 had plenty of food then. I didn't need to bother 

about money. Didn't have none. Didn't have no debts to pay, no bother not 

like now. 

aNow I have rheumatism and everything, lilt no money. Didn't need any 

money on Ca.ptain Hamlin's plantation.- And Annie walked away oomplaining about 

rheumatism and no money, etc. before her exact age and address Gould be ob-

tainad. 

MILLIE SAMPSON: ldllie Sampson, 182Wl. 14th St. Miami, Florida, was born 

in Manning, S. C. only three years -bfo' Peaoe-. 

W123S5 
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"My mother and father were born on the same plantation and I di'n't have 

nothin' to do 'sept play with the white whildren and have plenty to eat. My 

mother and father were field han's. I learned to talk from the white ohildren. 

ANNIE GAIL: .Annie Gail, 1661 NVl 6th Court, Miami, Florida, was four years 

old when ·peaoe oame.· 

"I was borned on Faggott's plaoe near Greenville, Alabama. My mother, She 

worked for Faggott. He wuz her boseman. ~~e~ she'd go out to de fiel's. I'mem-

b~r I used to watoh her, for somehow I wuz feared she would get away from me. 

!!Now I I member dat jes ez good as 'twas yesterday. 1 didn It do a_lytblng. 

I just runned 'round. 

It-;'iejust I stayed on' atter de I '1;:anoipat ion I • My mother. she was hired then. 

I guess I wuzn't 'fraid ob her leavin' after dat." 

JES3IE ROWELL: Jessie Rowell, 331 W~~9th st., Miami. Florida was born in 

~ississippit between Fossburg and Heidelberg, on the Gaddis plantation. 

"My grandmother worked in ite house t but my motller worked in the field hoe-

ing or pioking ootton or whatever there was to do. I was too little to work. 

"All that I oa.n' ~member is, that I was Just a little tot running 'round, 

and I would always watch for my mother to oome home. I was always glad to see 

her. for the day was long and I knew she'd cook something for me to eat. I oan 

'member dat es good as 'twas yestiday. 

"We 'stayed on' after Freedom. Mother was give wages then. hilt I don't 

know how muoh." 

liARa\...~ET ',mITE: Margaret -;~bitet 6606 18th Ave., Liber'ty City. Miami, 

Florida is one of those happy oreatures who doesn't look as if she ever had ~ 
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:", 
oare in the worl~. She speaks goodEnglish: 

\ 
\ 

"I am now 84 y~ old, for I was 13 when the Emanoipation Proolamation 
......... ~ .. " t! • 

was made. It didn't make-· .. JRuch difference to me. I had a good home 'and was 
""~""" 

..... ~ ....... ... 

treated very nioely. 
.... " ... 

. ...... , 
-.. ...... 

nMy master was John Eckels. He Qwned a large fr~it place near Federal, 

N. C. 

AMy father wa.s a tailor- and made the clothes for his master and his servants. 

I was never sold. My master-just kept me. They liked me and wouldn't let me 

be sold. He never whipped me, for I was a slave, you know, and I had to do just 

as I was told. 

"I worked around the house doing maid's work. I also helped to oare for 

the children in the home. If 

PRISCILLA MITCHELL: Prisoilla Mitohell. 1614 WN 5th Ave., was born in 

Macon County, Alabama, Maroh 17, 1858. 

ny' see. at wuz oney 7 years old when ah wuz 'mancipated. I oan 'member 

pickin' cottoll, but I didn't work so hard, all wuz too young. 

"I wuz my Massy's pet. No, no he wouldn't beat me. ~Vhenever ah's bad 

or- did little things that my mother didn't want me to do and she'd go to whip 

me. all I needed to do was to run to my :Massy a...'ld he'd take me up and not let 

my mother git me. R 

This is a sample of the atti :~ude that very many have toward their masters. 



FANNIE McCAY: Fannie MoCay, 1720 m; 3rd Court, Mi8Jl1i. Florida was born on 

a plantation while her father and mother were slaves; she claims her age is 73 

years which would make her too young to remember "mancipation" but nevertheless 

she W'lS slave property of her master.:l.lld could hlive been sold or given away evan 

at that tender age. Her parents. too, "stayed on "quite a while after the "man-

Being one of those who "didn't have too much time to talk too much," her 

main statement was: 

"'Bout all hi ken 'member is dat hi hused go hout wid de old folks when 

dey went out to pick ootton. Hi used to pick a Ii ttle along. 

"I had plenty to eat and when we went away, my II:assy had a little oalf 

that I likeft so well. I begged my 2o:assy to give it to me, but he never gave 

me none." 

HATTIE THmLAS: Hattie Thomas was six years old when peaoe was deolared. 

She was 'borned' near Custer, Ga. 011 Bob Morris' plantation. At the tender age 

of five. she oan remember of helping to care for the other children,"""some of 

."hOd were her O',i:lbrothers and children, for h€-r mother kept her eight \children 

'iii tc. her. \ 

Bob Eorris' plantatLm beinG a large one, the problem of feeding all t ',e 

slaves and their children was, in itself, a. large one. Hattie can well remember' 

of 'towing' the milk to the lonw wooden troughs for the children. Her mother 

and the other servants would throw bread crusts and corn breads into the milk 

troughs c.nd when they would become well-soaked, all the little slave-children 

would line up with their spoons. 

\ 
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USo it happened that the oneS who could eat the fastest would be the ones 

who would get the fattest. 

"We had a good plenty to eat and it didn't make much diffe~ence how it was 

served. iVe got it justthe sa.:ne and didh 't know a,"y better. 

"\V"e stayed on after de f mancipation anI ah wants t' tell y' ah worked hard 

in dose days. Of oourse, ah worked hardest after Peace wuz declared. 

"I wuzon dat )lantation when there iiVUZ no matches. Yes, dat wuz befe' 

matches wuz made :In' many-So time ah statted fire in de open fire place by knockin' 

t"Jo stones together until I'd sen' sparks into a wad o'cotton until it took fire. 

"Now, mind y' this was on Bob l..uorrison's ple.ntati on bet\'1ee~1 Custard and 

Cotton Hill, Ga. We had no made brooms; '!Ie just bound broom corll tops together 

and used them for broom$ and brushes. We didn't have no stoves either. V'f'e 

just cookee in a high pot on a rack. I done all date 

RAb haint had no husb~~d for 38 years, but ah raised teo sets o'chilluns, 

nine in all and how all has 25 grandchildren and r don't know how many great gran I 

chillun. " 

DAVID LEE: David Lee, 1006 }fH 1st Court, Uiami, Fla. is proud of his 

nmissus n and the trainin~ he received on the plantation. 

nAh 0 an' t tell yl • tackly mah aGe, bllt ah knows dat when Freedo;n was 

declared, ~h ~~2 bi~ 'nough ter drive a haws an' buggy', for ~1 had "nice folks. 

Ah could tell u' riGht smar~ 'bo~t ·e~. 

"l~h Ii beed near Cuspe:r, Ga. on Barefield's fahm. Dare dau.ghter, l1iss Ann 

Barefield, she tau[;ht a scbool fe\miles a.wc..y. 'round pas I the Post Hoffice. .All 

slposen ah mus' bee_, 9 or 10 years hold, for 0.11' oarried ]Jiss Ann backwards and 

forwards t'3chool hev'ry ma,nin' and der~ in the hevenin't ahld stop 'round fer 



de~ils when ah'd go fer to carry her home. 

"Miss .Ann, she used ter gibme money, but hi didn't know what t' do wid 

hit. Ah had all de clothes ah could weah and all ah could eat and didn't need 

playthings, couldn't read much, and didn't know v/here to'buy any books. Ah 

had hi t e;ood. 

"When peace wuz Signed, dey gib me lots of Confedera:e bills to :t'lay wi the 

All had ten-dollah bills and lots o'twenty .. dolla.h billEt good bills, but y'know 

dey wuzn 't vvuth nothin I. Ah have a twenty-dollah bill 'roLtn som' ers, if hi 

could evah fin' hit. 

"Yes, 3.11 had hit oood. IvJ¥ mothah. she sta.yed on de plantation, too. 

She did ae ohurnin' and she run de loom. ,she wuz a good wea.ver. Ah used ter 

holp her run de loom. 

"Vie stayed on 0. while after Freedom and den our Massy he gi Vi my mothah 

a cO'-J and calf along wid ot~jer presents an'he oarried us baok to my father an' 

we had a little home. 

"~ loved mah Missus just as good as ah did my own mothah. She whipped 

me a few times but then de w~ippins wuz bonly mps on de head wid her thimble • 

.Ah s?ose ah needed hit, for ah "did like su.gah"l (GroVlin;; more oonfidential 

he eXplained); 

"Now, ah wouldn It steal nothin I else t but-.. uh--ah,--uh-.. ah did like sugahl" 

I 'l.!issu:, she had a. bib barrel ob lLlmpy sugah in de pantry. De doo' wuz 

ginnerl; locked, but some.times when hit wuz hopen, ah'd go in an' take a han' 

fu' • 

n.Ul 'membah once, <1.h ora"wled in tru de "'finder and mall Missus she s I pioionated 

an wuz in dare eatin' sugah, so she oalled, "David, you ans~r me, you all's in 

,j.1-. ....... e .. ]", ). __ M ... l 't. .. ,. ... 
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