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CHAPTER I

Ix speaking or writing. a too prolific use of the
personal pronouns I or ~we " iz geuerally consid-

Cered extremely bad form. and in the highest degree

inexcusable: but as this little work partakes to a great
t

extent of the nature of an autobliography, the constant

apphication of those figures of speech seems a necessity,

cand as such T otrust the reader will kindly regard

tisen.
Exactly why it is that at an early age nine out of
everv ten bhovs exyerience au inordinate desire 1o
avel with a show.” iz a question which the philos-
of the future wiil huve to wrestie with. for i our
day and generation it las never been satistacturily
atswered.  Inonpest cases the mank
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dance man dritts out into the world, and Jonss
inmunerable throng whose davs aud nights we
v thobling the wirror up o te uatured :
advance agent. and walting at conutry statious
next train.

My sovind cwirde 7 into this world of - one-ninl
stands 7 wus made wt Saco. Men on the 26th dd\ of

Julve 1530 and st eonfess that @ omore Dnnusploions

place for alr embrvo actor to open his eves for the tirst
1

e conld not be Bagined 00 edoved at thnt period
the honor of being the very worst show town in
Anericas and that 1o was fully entitied oty distine-
ton. [ severad times demoustrated in v e

th the intense «‘i?\g\l\' of my patenal parent
totad annthilation of s hardecarned Huarices.

My first wppearaiice upoll dany stage Was nnde al
school exhibition i my native town: but my recuile
I‘:w i HI I}l\it ‘xllelll\'}'u‘l)lc evell dle uX\:rr\\iiH"‘.‘\' ‘i,n‘;LU‘:c-\i
and cuuf‘\l\cd. and Ihcl‘c are Su by ':;;uiﬂcl aCrounts
of the atfalr Tu cirenintion that 101 LeXt o an inihos
bility to pick out the correct one. My own
15 that I ascended the platiorn \x'lmuu;'c.y -

perfect.” but I inust have mude some sort of @ mistake

i locating the audience. for I had not spoken a duzen
words when [ was ads mUUJmCt i sotet wWhispers fron
the wings, to turn my face to the peopie. and cordiadiv
invited by some smaii boyvs on the front seuts to = get
off 7 and  gu bug myself.” ete., which su vrattied T e
that I lost all consciousuess. aud when I recovered 1y
seuses, | was standing in the dressing-room covered
with confusion, decaved apples, aud rheumatic eggs.

It would seers that an epbwle of this nature wound

|
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be sutlicient to disheurten the most ambitlous aspirant.
but in the bright vocubulary of the stage-struck vouth.
there 13 no such word as discowracement, and 1 anx-
Tonislyv awaited apother opportanity to display my his-
trionice abiities.

In the spring of 1871 w party of bovs. of which 1
was one. deelded that in the Interests of civilization it
was absoluteiv necessary that we gcive a show in Keu-
nebunk. Me. and  after much weighty  deliberation

three of us were sejected to go over and secure the ha

1l
1.

and make wll preliminary arraugements. We accor
ingly engaged w horse and carriage. and at abour seven

1t has ever been

to Kennebunk was ouly nine miles: but the night was
so intensely dark that it was alost Impossible to see
e horser and as aoconsequence we fost our way com-
detelve and flondered along over the muddy roads for

Finaly, at about three o elock in the morning.
we stied Hohts aheadsand with exclamations of delight
and retief wt havi 1t Tast reached oy destination we
nrged the tived steed forward. and noa few maments
drove e —Saco. We o had desertbed  a compiete
circle and arrived hack v the point we had stuoted
fromi.

Nothing daunted. however, we engaged the hail by
reiter. and the following week the = Olvipic Burlesqgue
Company 7 appeared  In Mousam Halll Kennebunk.
hetore an audicuce of eleven persous. whose enjovment
of the performauce was in no degree lessened by the
fact that our expenses amounted to nearly fifty dollars.

J




CHAPTER 11

My next exploit worthy of note wus an attempt to
oive an  entertaimment in the town of Alfred. Me.
inowhich undertaking I owas added and abetted
voung man who at that thne had spoifed 1n the
br'vl‘lwwl of ten barrels of elegant potatves. in
practice of the art of j ug;un; Upon our urrival iy
the viliuge we found a railroud in process of construe-
tion. and the performance (7) had scarcely commenced
1n the evening when about {itte of the worst roughs in
the country envered the hall in total disregand of the
trifling matter of pure

basing tickets, and without any
hesitation whatever procecded to tear down our cur-
tains, throw our wardrobe and = props 7 thvongh the
window, and smash things generallv. T had Lorrowed

a tall <11k hat to wear on t his oceasion. with the oblect

parting 4 professional tone wony appearance. and

s meide that ensued, T jammed it on iy head and

ad to make myv excape: at this Juneiure =ome
fow in the galicry thiew Ated fernsers lamb wit
s wnerring precision. thar i struek oy hat faiy

STOoWnR, }“:(‘.\‘Slli;‘ it =

otz grand wmusement enteiprise

rooh o trap-door in the staoe inoan etfort

it from the buliding, and

bheing unsuceessful in lis search stavted ©o veturn @ no
sooner had he poked his head through the apertuve

1




thau he was met by a lurge over-ripe tomato, which,
1

coting in violent contact with Lis eve. was reduced 1o

a shapeliess and hopeless wreeks and, mingiing with the
1

cork on his face. caused himn 1o assuine a most chastiv
and frightiul wppearance. T an inclived o think. Lhow-
ever, that this clreumstance was the means of saving

us wuch further troubled for the moment the rascals

caught « wilwpse of Lim they at ouce concided

thev Ll knocked bis bruins outs aud with the tear

the gallows uppermost in thelr minds they heat a

. .
hasty retreat: and we Improved the oprortunity to
<

hastly pack suc e Jdébris ws we conuld Aud and
niake our escape. But it is o fuet susceptible of the
strongest kKind of proots that inour inemsions into the
cuxmtr}' tuer;uwl. we were alwiavs very particiiur to
aveld the town of Alfred. I hope the natives missed
s, but I amn haraszed by doubts,

My wnareuy experience extetdded over @ pertod of

seven veurs, and was crowded tuli of dodiing episodes
annd dis e eabie ccecurrences: but nothing seemeld
distrrh
As iy I
wis in e and ne amount of reasoning
Led wny effect

Vooeq Uity or aeter e fro
he

Sy N Gyt s 1717 3
2r OfTelr Temarked In those

On one OUeusio @ lutl‘(}' of us were returni
one of our perfodicar tv-byv-nioht excursions
interivr.  We weore nravelling in one of the od-fash-
iuuw’t C H“U”'l [ uu o \\.u AT Wwere sO colntinol 1 Xv‘;\‘
Euvgland in the palmy days before the stage lines we
superseded by the railvoads s we Were abont e mies
fromn home. when. iu descending w very steep hillisome
I!Ul‘ti«vll of the hurness blm{‘. il the hcu\“‘ Laden




rward onte the wes’ hecis: the
animads Immediately stay at Lreak-neck specd.

andd adl efforts of the deiver o connal them were iy
vain. It was a moment of terrible snspense. and wit
blanclied faces. and hoots that had wmost ceased to
beat. we awaited the inevituble.  Fiuallv., when near
the forr of the declivites the wheels stiuck an old
stump by the roadsides and o an instant the air was
fiiled  with  vunkse satchels. baujes. violins, and
amblitious actors.

* It hing been clalwed by same writers that Providence
exercises especial care and  watchiuluess over the
rdiotie. the insane. aud 21 those who are weak 1men-
tallyo and I sometines think that staze=struck amateurs
must be dncluded inthat category. for while it would
appear that nothing bt wowmirace could have saved

i ' ) o, vet we
esvaned with siigh AR RISTON! crived  Liome  the

pext duy inoa theroughly denorddized eondition. 1

Ledeve that my father Las in Lis possession to-day

i }'f_'u:‘}}vt{ﬂ Litt £ lis shave of the dans Qes 1o that

vwz‘tuh.

I was cast at ome thie fov the  character ¢
»Wenonow” the Indian cehiefrain 1 the - Jibbenai-
nousay s and in the scene where - Wenonga
ll‘\‘ Nl«k uf Ihr} \‘Vumzs..’.
~tue '

SR

1o :mz.ul vest. the butt of it striling we on the side
o off Ty 1
me i \\'uUM which kept me contined to the liouse for
TWa oS But whar did T care?  Wus I not
avquiring expericnce ?

o
of tie head. neary tearin

vight car and giviug




CHAPTER IIL

Ix December. 15710 1 received an offer to travel with
a yanorama of the Holv Land. Here was the long-
looked-for golden opportunity. Here was the
stepping-stone whicl should lead we to the very 1oy-
wost point of the phivacle of fame. and. as can be
readily swrmised. T Jost no thue o accepting the
SITmation.

I jeived this ~ highly meral exhibition 7 iu the city

s there 1 the midst of & pomr-

of Lewlston, Me arrivi

e rain-<tornn. One of the most startiine  features

of my wearing apparvel at that thine was @ uew six-
doliay overcout. the sleeves of which were lined with

sente cheap red uaterind. I wandering about I
searcl of iy emplovers’ stoppiugpiave. T becume

the =kin. and the colorine matter came

drenched o

out of the aforesadd Jning and ran down oy hands in

streains: inomy excitement aud nervousness a jarge
portion of it was transferred 1o my face. and v s
Lighlv probable that T was the most feracious and
bioodthivsty aprenring individual thut ever paraded
the streets of Lewi<ton,

The = Mammotn Agorecation ” of which T was now

a member. conzisted of myself. the proprietor. aud his
1

wife : and a =trict regard for the sucred name of truth
compels me 1o sav that i wn amusement experience
extending over nearly fifreen vewrs. during which time
1 have Leen thrown in contact witli the people of thirty
different States. I have never met two people who

H
‘
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Cdll dleliVe d @lealel — ol

of pleasuve.
Tt was widie on this tour that I made mv tirst visit

to Boston, and it Las abwavs been amutter of consider-

able sulprise toome that the fuct has never been
i e OLL

U
Furmers” Alimanuwc. or some otber stundard work. forv it

mentioned i e carano y devarinent of

WS 1nost 11»111'6&1\\' a4 metnorabie event for me.

CHAPTER IV,

IT Lappened tn this wise,  We Lad been showing for
a4 weelk i the varlous churehes of Porcand, Mudne. and
business having been wretchodiv bad. thie manager
decided to = jumyp He

theretore very findly offered to grant we o three duys’

T lo sotie !'H':IL{ west of Boston.

i
L

vacation at my wonies expadning that s seon as he had

Leve e wous 1o oten, be would write

oy
>

Wil then come on. OF course. the triflin

1 . il - 1 N
fiee sl s A fudl-
P T M - o M } ] N H T vy 1 S
WWee i 3 sialve Thitee v rod ile el 1y vailroad Tare
too Bostonn never entered b drohoand T oam sure it
Jdid noT oeenr o onie et ! evebled s I'l'v"‘:»'»:itl
andd I owas e Tastinrodyv too dute. Inotwo davs T
recelved a note telling T to Quineyy Mass.,
Ltlx\l ot /",‘H’T;,
Hub for the
T : < oy Tl arieara] wvenrl oot
To sav that T was e, Wsobhisticated voutle a

t
- . 1 P N . A . P 1
this time, would be purting exceeding mild, but

with o confidencs born of the wost utense ignorance,




Crecelving airections of wnv sort.
view, I walked, vl d) WALKED v
upoene street and down anothe

wotnd onide e in

when I had beeome <o tired aud e
that beonid havdlyv st Tospled o strect-car bearing
the weleome Jecennd, = O 3

Colony ad Ahany Depots:”

Labie veltef T huooorded 1o
Tor nedv oo Laif-honr
Tedulill TN Rese

1- 1 s ey - . T
wealker and weaker. and oar Just
wd I ventared to meekiv

':H«iu}lf :

vas ooing to the ORD Colouy depot.

s eVenin

S dint of havd seareh and the ald of seve
offtcers. T ar last ;c.nui e sireet on Ww
desived stiation 15 Tocuted, and wias ¢

that v troubles were nearlv at

Iwas acevsted by a v urh\ sl with, —

-Hallo, Jm. oid 1,.@". Hu\\‘ are Vou. any way?
12




Heard vou were in town, and have been
over tor von.”

I think vou have made a wistake” said Lo for my
name is uoet Jim

= Ol vou are the sawe old Jing I seeswlwavs joking,
oo in and

was the juughivg replyv: = but coe o let’'s g
take something.

“Bur veallv,” I protested. = vouw are wrong, T aever
saw vou betore Inomy life)”

= Whvowin't vou Jim Henderson from Randolph 77
Lie fnquired. with w puzzled expression o his face.

CWell Turdly” T oreplieds considerably amused by

1
Lis biunder: =y name is Sam Hodgdons and T oam
from Saco. Me”

= Welll 1 heg teu thousand pardons 07 Le exclabimed.
inan zlpm getic namner - bur T was Jooking for i
i v and upon ey words youw ave the peitect

¢ '}mz: fnevery war. No larn done. however.,
and with a cheery = Good=day 17 hie passed wp a side
stieel
1 ‘:
ing

¥
o

L oone but about two biocks, when o fine appear-

1
e } e 14 - ] 1,
i tiried the corner swdde ‘\ and the

VO

:
b

moment ¢

¢ saw tnes rushed upoand g‘rasped my hand
with w cordiai

= Wi bless v sonl Sam 7 Le eried. Yo are the
lust person [ e,\:pcufct‘l o Ree 1l Uz,».\l'fﬂ}. What the
dence arve vou dolug up here? where did vou com
from 2 where are vou going? and how are ali the fuiks

saco?’

I was N,uue\\‘hut ~mmwme1k for a moment. for 1

v orecollect -~ lis Tace betu e and

fornel i that 3




venr Laven't Sogotten Smivies have vew?

ked. - Georoe Smith. EH w. Dot oven

remember that [ went to school ] poLor over two

5 1 1

Vears! A 1t that SR (t\\'(t}‘ S0 \'ul;l‘ul}'
sbour the connponplace affuivs of schenl lite, in snel
frank. honest wwnner. that |
hie must be soe ol 1 '«»1*

“ﬁe riendiess aud howe
igenulne seusation of [ at Daving met L, and
inoa few moments had teid him my Losiness. where |
was going. and what a struggle T had bad o find the
(191»&*[.

= Welll” sald he, »this s rveaily the funniest coinel-
deuce Tever heard of. Whyodo v kuow, my futher
15 o conductor on the Ol ol onyea cdotakes oar
next train that Stops (3!\11x<;3‘: aned T just wbout
run out there with voul and It won't cost vou @ cent,

and we'll lm\ e oliv aood timﬁ in the hura

1 oo -
Drean 1T Wis




sabl lier have vou ALY motey i veur pocket

that vl ler me have Ul we get down to the

where T can break this? 7

1
i

tation

o How ek G vorrwane 27 T inquired.
= The cigars s ave six dolars.” he replied.

»Welll i sorrel” =add To = but I've only got five
doilars,”

~ That'il do ail light.” he returned. » T'll stand him
off for the othier doll
Paresome five-doilar bill, glad that I was able to aceom-

>

ar.” N0 T opassed over my poor.

odate Lilm.

Well. that settled 1. of course: it was the sume old
storv: but I odid not reslize thar I had been duped.
until, after waiting fully twenty minutes, I went into
the shop and inquived for hime and was wold by the

proprietor that he s+ left by the =ide door long ago.”™ 1

1

nothe sidewalk s and what with cursing myv

went out o
avief at the loss of my entive capitall I

stupidity, and @
was 1o frne of wind celosely bo Mc g G isanit

What to do T did not know., Here T was ina bkung«‘
clrv, whsolurely penniiess, and ax helploss as an infan

In th‘.s cxn'emit_\‘l wiaindered down to the station.

and f that o frefelis waln which had m>t heen

Voo o1y T St of leavine,  Inssred v a

i de Wl Wds o e pollil o ledvVilll, =3 red by oa

. . s , I 1ae,. - ST

feciine of sheer desveration. T hunted up the conducton
I Lot O SO SIS TS TR I

Glind T Toacl Dl v Sruation. and asded Diin o

\\'u’k“u WoooW e o tawe TL*‘J\\“JQ'E Ulider




g o risKoaniy-
A his oifer. When
@ piace where he
ahie To dand .\:11(*1(\'. [ stood iy
cabooses drew o Y »‘f: il ‘}ilmi e
tradn, aud dropped gracefntly onomny hauds

entre of one of the biozest mud-

irthplace of Jolm Quiney Adams.

Tions uf
struek”
trials, troubles, «
And v ds true to o certain exten
and professions, \Iau\ ud aind
Gl cor=e
Lova foll hrougl lite recardless of
the exercise of
Ivosucceed inoaoeon-
that the world s
) Lo wourld have made
excelient HORRL: 210 Njrres: bad Izi\\‘_\'éi's Wi
IJ}‘\iCEIIIIS \Vlm

Le hod: and 1

realiv must coniess that I have seen actors who wouid

~hould have been bashers s Incompetent

It
!
1l
{

would Live anwde thelr mark carryving

Lave appeared to much better advantage hoelug corn.
vespect Ielaim that owr civilization is sadly
1 Allow a boyv to foliow the bent of his own
I




Tnelnations, 20 far as tiaey reiale to LIS occeulbation
,

)
|

N \
1

thiroush lifes wnd 30 thoze bnelinations are wrome e
will be the tirst to tind it out: if he perseveres it

fuve ol all sorts of opposition and disecouragement. then
Le s only following the path Taid out for him by g

divine law of nature. and providing no wisdivected

Tt

t that sooner or later he will reach the
1

parental interference vestricts his efforts. depend upan
i

1 g‘u;kl for which
fie is .\\\'i'\'ihg.

But to rvernrn to our friends the panorama fiends.
Amonyg other wonderful rules promulsuted for my
guidance was the express order that T should never
pay over fifty cemts for Luving

o tie bagmave carted.
under any CIFCUINSLACes 1 gls ¢

Were calrving svine-
thing like halt a ton weight of the same. and consid-
ering the fuct that the diztance between statious and
hotels varied i different towns from one mile o four,
it goes without saving that the possibility of a storict
observance of thix rule at ol thmes was exceedingly
dublous: and 1t was often the caase for calliug down
upon my head the hLeavtiest curses and abuse from
hard-working draymen, i whiclh they were frequently
joined by the sympathizing byvstanders. who did not
Lesitute to denounce 1y unparidleied meanness in the
strongest terms, Al this waso as can be lwmagined,
extremely pleasant to o person with a highly sensitive
temperament. aml added Targely 1o the stoek of experi-
ence which I wus filing wway for future reference.

It so happened that one day in tie ¢ty of Brockton
we had occusion to have our bagouge carted to Cam-
peilosa vitlage about twoniies distant. Clreumstances
veudered it impossible for me to consult my emplovers

yo-

i
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CHAPTER VL

I soox recovered from myv despondency, however.
aud entered Into wmateur theatricals with renewed
zeal, occupyving all wy spare moments in writing let-
ters to all parts of the country soliciting engagements:
and I will here take vecasion to sav, that if any maun-
ager living to-day. who was doiug business between
the vears 1871 aud 1375, either located or ou the road,
can look over his files of old correspondence and not
find one or more letters from me. he is entitled to my
Lhumblest apology, for it was most certainly not my
intention to overlook any one.

My efforts. though. seemed to be productive of noth-
ing but ignominious failure. and the neavest I ever
came to securing an engagement was in the spring of
1872, 1 believe. I had written to A, W. Purcell. who
was engaged at that time in organizing a company at
Rockland. Me.. to play under the auspices of Grand
Army posts.  He kindly favored me with a reply, stat-
ing that his company was entirvely filled. but informed
mwe that the veteran J. €. Myers wouid shortly appear
in my town with his combination. and advised me to
call on him. and he, perhaps. would be able to do sone-
thing for me.

Here was « vav of encouragement. to say the least.
and for the next two weeks [ built some of the most
maguificent aiv-castles imaginable. Ty funey I zaw iy

v

o

name emblazoned on posters in letters tluee feet high:
o

I the

wht of the thousauds of penple who would soon

st




: intensely f'mny -
Irfgl‘bv'»lmtiwnﬁ. Puul fools that we morrals ar Wit
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4 soewli 3t pient ianner to several friends
whem I omeil th vad he
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tered mivselt that T had vecovered my presence of wind.
ad retrwced my steps: but as soon as I oapprowcled
the hwotel, the same feeling of dithdence and fear vver-
cume e and again I walked pust withoutr any attempt
Lo CArrY Gutl my purpu.\-e

This was repeated o dozen times duving the atter-

e )

epe
usk I sneal ml ionte Leartilv ;L:L;umeri ol

toot. and art dis
Iilh\‘.\uif. and th le‘u"n‘\' esolved o E)f:

the next dayv. But iv was all Inovainc:

persone who has never experienced the torture
chivonie bashitwlness will find it difffenit 1o belleve
statement. it Ix pevertheless a positive tact. tha
company remained n town one entire week, duriy
which tiwe T haunted the frout of thelr ho

vet I never could muster up sufficient conruge

the desived question. and they depar

stand. feaving mie torn and lacernted

umﬁuuna» emotions, the yl'inc“ oone Ue Lo oa fec: Lng
re

1 — - H 1 ~
of deew reoret that the oreat public should be deprived
i bl L s

eg

of such o bribliant luminary.

CHAPTER VIL
list of managers 1o whom I
prowing smater day by v iy

contenplate the advisabilite of

‘lsyurewuw:‘ directory a second
1\4 Colnoanswer tooa letter
concert compniy then
;u;ﬁ:uul states, [ oreceived o

s




P

reply to the effect that he was somewhat pleased with
“l‘ll the tone of my letters and might pessibly be induced
' to give we an opening for the next regular season.
Thix was tollowed in w few davs by w request that T
come to Bosxton and appear with his company in Tre-
o mont Temple on the Fowth of Julys which would give
J; him an opportunity to see exactly wlhut T could de.
Of course the mere thonght of making myv fivst profes-
sional appearance i Bostons was enough to nearly
b ofrichiten we out of my sensesc bur o determined that
it was then or never. and I weut. T was fortunate
ennugh to give my emblover satisfaction. and was at

wonce engaged for the season of INTT. and on the twey-

s tieth day of August of that vear becan my professional

t_l“ career in the town of Barnstable. Muss,

v,d [ Tave often wished thar T Lad had a phoworaph
1

Lotaken on the eventful morning that T joined this
party. for in this era of Jdime musewns it wonld cer-
i taindy have commanded o good price. T was a lona.

WX lean, Tank conntre bov, attived oo braudaew suit of

grstore cothes from whicl the wrinkles most stubboruly
. A
P‘uimed to be bantshed: and to eomplete my ouetin T
V‘nm( 1‘1\1'\'11;15&\1 ohie Uf ‘[h«h\,‘(f f»’:l‘:-f;h‘liiwm:tl ‘()1;&("1‘{ .\‘i‘;i‘r\’
I, . . . R L

vaiises. on which T oLad Tad painted in lavoe whire

stters myv o initials and the word < Hoget”

¢ We amrived at our tirst stand about noou Just in
q svazon for divmer. hut upon entering the dining-room
o b iowd that Iwas entively too nervous wud excited
ceate and atrer daiiving with my food for o few minutes,
and attracting the amused attention of the wuests, 1
Joave it up and attennpred o zet our: but in vistug, oy
J knees came in contact with the table. upsettine o hadts




Coeapss alid Spining the conlents ut

1hte e

respective owners: thoroughly deworal:

the door. which T clozed just

voe biseuit whieh wax aimed at
Cvouny conmercial nia,

Thiis Hitle 1neident aid not of course tend 1o increase

nv peace of mind Lo any great extent. and as @ comse-

qumxce MY wWork on the

1 .\talg‘c thut

deed: T was asinoned to enter

Lo

TSI ;UM. Lakine

M

111‘(u(|’t‘ 1 =0

very kind. however, and muade
Al In A few du.\i\ I had o
and oraduatly grew

position,

THE season wi a p{ﬂ'ﬁt‘lﬂk

eventin, Sane sectic
oo except
there was
IONGTONY
Wthougl very

the 1ime. furnisied

.y .
s with eonsidens

afsenent in recaling it after-

U




LOWIL TespUCliVely as
Lo Eastand West villages: for the con-
thie vitizens thelr town Ladl Lad been
a large avove 1 central location about three
Les Drom each settiement.
night on which we plaved there was exceedingly
and stormy. wnd the result wos an extremedy el
We tinished the entertainment about
SoaTelocks but it was neariv eleven betore we Lad finished
'Jluic‘;{ing. and were 1'czu1j: to take the hus which was o
]um'j: us bacek 1o the hotel
COWe noticed that our driver was somewhat intoxicated.

obur theughr sothing articanariv. until we Tad

rilden ahout thirec-gquarters of when. thinkine
that we must be somnew Tl g \‘il};tgn,’. W ulwneﬂl
il \\’1“.1(}1«,‘)\\" Al imi ‘.‘Ii'u IH wWonneh farther 1t wies,
= Onlv o ditte wayl §e veplied with o hiccongh wd
vode on foroa balthour longers when, hecoming
vineed that something
~dothe Jelnn e
Hat we wore Doa sl LovesT) Traverse J
those ronobe narvow rowds sueln as are used v»l;]‘jf
‘))\‘.,Y\‘ mnbermen i ating Dous trom the woods i the
 VINTEY Seusin
A ) e . . o . L
{ } 1hie T Was T beavi v tod dnl was intelsey
nd the fadies wers hvsterionl with i
ament v a <how eompany s and to nake maite

Was =0

any iden

<omnd beratine. however. sobered L up a witles and Le

. . .
winowledoed > hiad lost his wav, bot thought
sliontd be oble v find I :1:\1%!: oo st time,




Accordingly o mer nbw ot

the troupe mouuted 1
box with hinn and throuoh the o g dreary hoars ui

that miserabie Ligh we rode o tired. cold, and wet
to the skin by the raiu beating in tl vugh the erevices
and windows of the rickery old velicle, which. to i
discomtfort, was continually threatened witl
Louetion, from runniug over stumps or sini{iné

to tiw th e =ome iy dited
Fiuallye just betore daviight we emerged from the

woods aud came out ou ow cummv road, and peering

tlze darkness for some sion of civilization. |
el thie dim ooutiines of oulde-board, 1
mcm:iun severar times oy life to most
11\ curse those mastodonic mouarels 1)1 Lhwiwud

7111 1(:0;“. but at this
a Iriend awdl brother v i work ol o
moment fo < =Lin” the postoand lghtng a wateh, 1

1

hield i{ atoft and became possessed of the chiverivg
informurion thatr it was twentv-one wud o hadt miles
o our towr,

Never did the English language scem so barven and
seant as it disb ou that ¢hilly October morning, for ter
of us were nnable to find enough of 1t 1o express ou
opinion of the festive kuight of the whip.,  He bove
our abuse like a stolc. Lhowever and nale the best
possible thne 1o the village, which we reachied aboud
nine o' clock i the forenoon, i\’\\”( Us o party was i
oo nized to oo out and search for us.

A few w e; < later. el in Manches

3

el
and were wlience which pa ]

o'
-

lavge upera-house from j otiiphts to entrance.

peoiie were very enthnsiastice. and the shiow was aning




tesnlendidiy, The x\x'inuimd Lumber v our programue
SRpwas a barp solo perforiuance by the wite of the muanuce

vl ste had Ju:t finished one of those wou deriul selec-
|
dons wihich have made her e Ginous thy ouchout the

cveountry, and Inorespunse tua tl‘emcmlsms EHCOTE Wi

Cmgiving her eelebrated hoitation of @ wmmsichox.
R g

1:‘)1 L the u‘xidnt of o planissinio jassuge. \\"’w"c the
'*il:]""'“dl oie the strings was su doht as to scarecy make
Ay vibration whatever, wnd while the vast audience
1 wis Hstening breavhiessiv to catch the falnt. sweet notes.
fi« voung man b the gallery suwddenly junged to his
"utu toaneds grasping bis vight Tew with borh Teoadss began

(RS Lt
velling frantically wll the while, = Cowe  and
(IL,A him? Come and get hiw! Muavder ! Five!
tjlul(c Toete.

E . ) B L
llw dance witdiy in between and over the tops of 1
V
“

oy o

v I oan instanr the whole house was i au upro;u‘.
NWoinen sereamed and fGinted: men pashied and foushe
;Lt?tn att endeavor to et thelr wives ;ml chilldren o the
,.. NI, awd the veelpats ot the o ry rushed m el
?t!w\\'n the staivss under the hmpression that an escaned

L . - N
fennatic was umwn;v them @ the muan wll the wiile st

Jptaining wo tive ovasp upon bis lews wid prancing
l\ N

crowal shrieking z\t the top ot .
8 vt L R e eyl d i N Luindin
q: < t last whet it was ascertdned that the buildi
N as 1ot on re. andd that there was o Iinininent o ‘th‘”m.
1 : . ]
pveral genticwen approached himo and endeavored
o g P ' .
“ud out the cause of the trouble r but his wnswers were
Q@ B C e
3o incoberent and uniuteiiotl

CiT was reatlv w cuse of insanivy. wud selzing

. s B
e that Hr‘\ decide

L‘ul'(hl(vted Lim to an ante-room. where apon
ftion it was found that a lavge yur had ruun

Zy




Ly demoraiized

cNels-.

oy

N 3 [T T merar 1 e 1- - T
crabboed the radent Just as it reached Lix kneeland

Lod

LVel'V nervous

N

e b Bost his senses completelve and Lac
P N
pol Deell TelleNVaur TS0 Wihels

Lie waso wouid 1o oa
)
i 11~ S e !
ey the stace of
vature of the troublie Gadnment proceedes
. o H N P ST e B I PR
anid Ooceaslont outhursis of Deartv o sauguter at thls
fnuv. aud T belle

TV LT

TNt

I Gl Wavs
Tows, for in
15 1 P, 1
AU TaY DeTWee . it Wi 4
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|

;:k‘eaching the town.  There was no tine to be lust in
:'sl‘»rder to aet it ready for the evening's porformunce, and
e went to work with a will, Phuks were secured.
r¢ nd oa ostage built across one ewd of the room: shoe-
j‘»(»x«s brought in and boards L

el weross them for seats :
0. . \ \
‘q amps were borrowed from the hotel. the floor was swept

{lean. und we opened that night 1o a perfect jam.

4, The first nwmber on the programine was a selection
3 oor the Swiss Bellsoand in the midst of a very quick
: f;nssuge. n itating considerahie violent exertion wn
e part of the plavers. the tuprovised plattorm sl
joutward, and Dbefore anv effort could be wade 1o
Lprevent the disaster. planks. footlights. bells, bell-table.
fljand performers were pilted np in inextricable confusion
tou the top of the oconpants of the first three rows
ot seats.

{ To say that things were decidedly mixed. would
Jrertainly be no exaggeration. for the scene presented
ifthe appearance of a picture taken on the wack of a
Western cyvelone.  Fortunately no one was seriously
f;(lljlll‘ed, and with the assistance of the gentlenien
If)»resent the stage was vebuilt. and we went on with the
;,erformance.

1 On another occasion we had improvised a couple of
¢ ﬂl‘essing-mmms, one on each side of the stage. with
\:_';r]\u‘mins. which every country show is obliged to cary.
adud inorder to save trouble had stretchied our rope
ayross the voom from wall to wall. this being the prin-
Sdpal support of both sets of drapery,

,( I the evening while we were all busily engaged in
noetting ready for the stage. this rope suddenly gave
aevuv at one end, and down came both curtains. diselos-

3 29




pleasure of withess]

dghrabwm
viestitivd that they thorongll e noveln
’ e eftorts of the ladies to conceal themselve

v petform fears of

CoLTorTioisT moht

felt proud @ on the men’s

Gifaits were Just about as confused for @ few moments

the Dovsowlhio was caught with nothing

out his wdertlannels, mounted o trunk

Ts overcoat from 1

. PR R .. 1
Qeriluacinen.

| 1]
JORER S SLoilin

fnform von that
reasoi we  Jdo nof

Tive

ox oW [or a

i F s ST T g — Y 3
s CUHTTINS N na

werve oblized o loave W

. S R T USRS T IV
: - o AN T The SOoK. Fvervhods W
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v

back @ otratle oo tar, dis-

myvsteriously (to the

Ihe ‘distance was onlvy abonr four feet. hat she
donidn’t possibly have sereamed anv louder o noa

R N AT .
hiore neart-retu

ting wanner. had  she from «

N

(oalivon s but beyowd a few siicht brudses and a had

.
o Walthann, Mass. one movniuge when
L very cmbarrassing incident ocewrred. There was u
SN pight suew on the cround, and enougli of it had aceu-
O 1 R L : . N ]
joaated on the soles of 1 shoes o omake them
i N V. ‘ R . R
decidediy slippery the car with a large
1ot T ' i
] csatchel inelther b in-box wnder one ar.
1 . . : . )
(,Iml STep il on one o LiosD ol Padtes thnd pzwtmde
e L . . ,
?hl‘ull;{'h e Hooring of o VUV Codichies Loeatne dosvn
Vs 1 - I T
| i behial me cane
-
L
e
;
,
o




CHAPTER X.

Froor 1875 tn 184 v engagenrents were contine
aluest exclusively to the Western aud  Southier

country @ and during that periods with various con |
panies. I pluved in every State north and south of th
Muason and Dixon e and in several of the Territorie:
[ shail not attempt to give o detailed accownt of wy
travels in those sections. but o few rambilng incident
and snecdotes. whiclh recur to my mind at the presen
time, will perhaps be of interest to the reader. as illus
trating the vielssitudes of a showman's ife,

It frequently happens that o manager or agent. i
laying out a route, accidentally overlooks some fmpia
taut point in connection with railvoad time-tabies
perhaps some unexpected change ix made in a publishe
schiedule : aid when this occurs. it invariably entail
upcn the company loss of monev and great ineo
venlence.

Irecollect o cuse of this kind which bappened tn th
summer of 18800 We were hilled to appewr in Warren:
biarg, Moo cn o certain Monday evening, and onr nes
stand for Tuesduy nivhit wus 1o be Booneville it
same State. We arrived at Warrensburg Sundayv aftg
poon. and found that it we played there Monday nigl
it would be inipossibie 1o reach Booneville by rail uug
the folluwing Wednesday morning. It was not polic
to caucel either of the towns us they were both s
to give us good business. amd in this dilemma 1

-
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o2z




T

alid e

el

el

PE—

1

\

il

SRR

{

<

1
'

S6oo
S
o
o
R
-
I
o=
T
. 1
s
s

1
. — \l
RER
- e
el
€ )
L

e

tibs

=i

bhack seat.

o
Qs

biteny

it

ithl

Wi

I awake

138

v, b




Glle

2 ~
driver

Wds Lo

Lh‘m;

rhe

IR

-
—— [
AT
T e

<
- =
! - )
e

ret
ool
S 7
N S
.
P )
pE 5

iad

4

alid

o

enl}
nk

en sude

1

ape. wl

L

’:

it

1
wopru

1

RAOIV Coons i

1N

Telud
th

I

+

i

-

=
3
el

cullze

e

WS

wine

il

(oL hin

I

—
P
-
o
1

+




v
Y]

R TR,
LUl




elvalies

whint slow in making any

ormatice Wuas overs Lo Was standing

P )
ST Wil Nlaa o

CXClne

qulilt“l her home,

STATa dhe it

N AR
€1 w

foitewine oern

ouy sateliels Wi

LV oone iu the JERRRN

wi, oreruied o owort '!\‘. aliel e was
o

) M 1 vl -
handed a tel t”l v whieh e s ped, el us his eve el

N
t

on the contents he twrned deadiv pale. crushed

t‘IJ\t‘ ale m h’\, 4 d'zlla. H }Nl Wil hcli avelr 1o Iuc wit Jdﬁ\\'.
»What's rlze matter. Jack” 7 usked some cne:
“anyhbody dead?
~OL. no e veplied. trving to force w tone i
v oa littdle matter of

composure into his voice, “on
bu.\messf"

shorvt time tater hie staled over to the counter andd

inguived confidentially of the clerk where would bel

3




Uie best place w purchase w good reveiver, wnd
recelving the necessary directions lie started our,

Upeon Bz return o dndi-howr Tater the eolored porter.
who had been dulv cowclied in the interiu. aceosted
L with e

= Sav. bussois vour uame Westeriv? ™

“Yes ves retwined poor Jucks trembling in every
Vb »what's the matter now 7
= Wallo dar’s bew a big stour man voun” hvar lookin’
fer vou. an’ buck in "bout halt an lour:
and ter ten ve de oot bossc T done tink he was erazy.

he ucted <o wild lke”

e than t o

e now thorouehlv triclitened

ferdow conld stand, wid woticing a gronp of the boyvs
ey e v ] orner. he rushed inte tlieir mids
SITTING over 1 THe colliel. e vushed Into thelr midst,

wnd i sy volee said, —

U T S U S T Tyt
'14',”,’1& frere. AN lnooiodh awtul Iix. ‘aILJ« I don't
1. FE S U TEUUIUR N (- AR el
ENOwW Wil Ttie Tesiny s 2oand to be Yo know that
T B a I SO R
QP Tl oot tdshiecn ol e iy The BisT Tawin ! Welll ]
DT TS leledrdtn froln bl on J1iiie WiLie aoa st
chree wn i wnd vou'l see what the matter 1507 and Le
T bl EERTERS Tewr,atats o3 LY, vend
Litrtdledt OVeD The dlespa it swiloln Tedoy
Wil he theye onothe next train, Look ont
PSSl 1T i i RSSO S U S D1
Ve 3T WITh o ooi ol aeenest oonieen aid thel

Tobusiiess anvwav,
WO o

Sane unony wind to ded ol

—

S s ver s know. and T treated that givsas

pn




nlie il S

+

7 N R N
ioand T don't Propose o

bere aud voke Lol

W

>if\'-:b
wone T




otids connection advisedivy for one of them is o tvpe

voC

tis not infrequent! e = Opera House”" oy
< Academy of thc‘ orsouie mhe; high=sonundine
tite, for which let us chavitably Lope its sponsor mav

L C .
be foroiven i the heventrer.

[r forms o most hovainable quantity in the social
economy of the town, and the versatis m' of 1ts uses is

something remarkable.

[t shiefters alike the just and the uwm\t. and during
its natral caveer s the abiding-place of town wee
ings and thearres. Dorcas socleties and femule min-

streis. church  festivals  and  varlety  agurecarions,

Gils RelVides

danves aud temiperance lectures. with relizi
ated roller-skating sandwiched in spasmodic

Attached to this puhlic institation 1= oan dudividual

Kreewy s the janitors whose principal daties cousist in

i the citizens tree of

»the rent and pussin

-~
=

casions demaendl

t\u“Lk‘.

ithour o search-warrant.

I usuallv about half searo b winn

etlinuitle il

Vool ol Coli-

Sution. Buno Lless ovows anpearauces e
deceirtul, for those same sertess lave been e 1o

Rl
g2)

Sal N 1 e P :
sent eondition sines the vourninl days of the o

ihabirant and ave us near eternal as anytl

sarthiy natnve can be tand they ave, atter wo.




taiver, for duriny the e

i

of them are sure to collanse

i
with thelr lowds of rusticss wn event which pralably

oets the onlv Lnueh of the eveul

Th one corner 1s a stove which stunds on one leo und
twoe bricks, aund presents w dejected  appeavance in

entive svimpathy with tie settees. Tt oulv door Lanes

hv ore hinge. and sugs down i a reckioss and disrepu-
]

tabl

(4%

manner, disciosine an opening abont two ine
has for veurs been the targer for

o

nowidthe wiineh
tobaeco-cliewers. whose marksmanships judeing from
external appearances. has heen sadly deticient.

The wills and ceiline are frescoed with dried and

decorutive

L0 ONVCIIHD SIUs T Tleashivel e

dieve  eombiosedd

1 1
gLl dlied dredln

o
Lese
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aboul Ave minutes. Sicks the table aud the

AR . M. . N L N L1- N i o
lani dowi-stalrs., aud Cues DACK ol Ih(, < Zx”c o mak

Bur e CroWniLg olory of the counury hull Tles 1n

irs staoe and the sypointmeuts thereof. These

i part of two pleces of seenery —an interior

exterior — painted ou drops s and it s w0 sineular faer

that while oue end of the scene volls araceinily luto the

tlies. the ut’ner near‘.y abwavs remadus stationary, point-
ing rowards the stage 4t an -;mf_»’ic of l\»x-r\‘-riu

o - _ - 1
I8 cabis of eolrse, Usuasyv he

few vons ol the rope wrownd the
the rronble §s never aiscovered untl] the entertaiument
Is b progress iU invariably resnlts hoannoyance.

A cuse In Imin[ cecurs oo *}Yl\,t vow s 1 Liave for-
g~11~;u the name of the plav, but the scene 1o be dis

- iy - . T P |
Aot cleroy i wWas 10 be discoverad

PR o

)'”'Ll:":}lk\ hatt




nd gentlenen. veu wiil exense me for sar
the liues av alll but it was a
praver or being a cripple the

We wiidl now drop

1
[

seenie embell 1enits. however,

meisure by the 1‘(‘11::11'1{{1?,)1@ scope o

DY Tnese Two d“ pa. The extervior

(et impartiality os a

thick wood, or i 8treet.

and que

vordr