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HISTORY

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA.

CHAPTER L
INTRODUCTORY.

THE object sought to be attained in writing a history of Northumberland
County, in this the Centennial year of our experience in self-government,
and the one hundred and fourth of our existence as a County, is not to pro-
vide an intellectual treat in classical literature, nor by the verboseness of
our diction, to inflict upon our readers a voluminous compound of nothing
new; but to provide a compendium, which shall, in as succinct a manner as
possible, connect the living present with the extinct past ; that the experiences
of those, who in the certain past struggled against adverse storms, until finally
overcome and sepulchred within the dark veil of oblivion, with which the
progressive present so readily enshrouds unpleasant memories, may guide
us in the possible future. History will do this—plain unvarnished history
—that alone keeps alive the burning embers, that fill with an intense
heat, the hearts of patriots of every age! American history possesses an
interest for Americans, but little appreciated by the denizens of the old
nations of the earth. But a few generations have come and gone, since
this fair land was unknown, save to the Indians; so that every stroke of
the axe, that by its ceaseless blows has disembowered the millions of
acres that now blossom with the fruits of the husbandman’s toil, possesses
an interest to every child of America. The steady march of civilization
that commenced its weary pilgrimage at Plymouth Rock, can be traced
at each successive stép, as it wends its way toward the setting sun.
So recently have we commenced our history as a people, that the echoes of
the joyful songs of praise, that burst from the throats of the storm-bound
mariners, as they landed upon the dreary rock, have scarcely ceased to be
heard. Every event of the struggle for existence, that followed, is fraught
with interest to the descendants of those hardy and conscientious pioneers;
and it is the province of the historian to preserve them fresh in the minds
of our people, as a stimulus to more earnest effort in the struggles of the
future. Many years have passed since the first feeble attempt was made to
establish homes for the persecuted on these shores. Two and a half centu-
ries have made their impress upon the face of time, and now, as we stand
upon the pinnacle, which a hundred years’ labor as a nation has erected,
and view the past, our hearts should swell with pride at the thought of what
has been accomplished in so short a period. On every hand are seen evi-
dencesof wealth and prosperity, unparallcled among any other people on earth;
from the weakest, we have strengthened until our claim as the strongest na-
tion is undisputed ;-and all this has been accomplished in less than fifteen
generations of man. We must not stop here; profiting by the experiences of
the past, as held up to view by the faithful historian, we have but to stride on,
our steps becoming longer and stronger as we progress. Such is the pro-
vince and duty of the writer of history; show what has been done, and there
will be no limit-to man’s achievements in-the future. Without the light
afforded by history, every step in advance would be experimental ; without
the knowledge of what has been, the courage to try what is to be, would be
wanting. The difficulties encountered here; the trials and sufferings of
those who, one hundred and twenty-five years ago, let the light of civilization
into the wilds of Northumberland County, are analogous to the experiences of
the pioneers of every hamlet on the Western Continent. . It is to give the full
meed of credit to those hardy, self-sacrificing men and women, whose labors
have accomplished so much for future generations, to secure for ourselves
and those coming after, all the advantages gained by the lessons their self-
denial and heroism have taught us, that we enter upon ‘the pleasing, but
arduous task of resurrecting from the sepulchre of oblivion, a faithful record

of the acts of those modest but truly great, who were well content to retire
behind the veil, so that others should enjoy the fruits of their labor. We,
to-day, are living in the peaceful enjoyment of everything that a bountiful
nature can provide; but do we reflect, that every foot of land that we now
ocecupy, ere it could be made to yield its fruits, was moistened by the sweat,
and in many instances, the blood of our ancestors! Northumberland County
was the theater in which were enacted many trying scenes; probably no
territory of like extent is richer in thrilling events; no section has cost a
greater expenditure of muscle and blood. It is not expected to faithfully
portray every event of interest; to give to cach and all the full credit to
which they are justly entitled; but it is expected to furnish as faithful a
chronical of the leading men and incidents as can be obtained. Many gen-
erations have passed since the first settler penetrated the unbroken wilder-
ness that prevailed here. Many matters that would be profitable for us to
know, have been long since forgotten. The principal actors, after faithfully

" performing their part here, have gone to receive their reward, rendering it

impossible to be as faithful in portraying the past as its importance demands ;
but an earnest effort will be made to make our history truly represent the
most important facts, from the time when the good Conrad Weiser preached
glad tidings to Shikelimo and his dusky followers, to the present. If we
shall awaken in the mind of any future writer, a desire to penetrate deeper
into the labyrinthian past; if we shall arouse in our people of to-day, an
interest in their own local history ; we shall have accomplished all that is ex-
pected, and shall leave it for the future historian to take up the work where
we have left it, and complete what has been so imperfectly begun.

CHAPTER IIL

BOUNDARIES OF NORTHUMBERLAND— DESCRIPTION — GEOGRAPHICAL—
GEOLOGICAL—ETC.

An Aet for erecting a part of the counties of Lancaster, Cumberland, Berks,
Northampton and Bedford, into a separate County: Be it enacted, that all
and singularly, the lands lying and being with the boundaries following;
that is to say, beginning at the mouth of Mahantongo Creek, on the west side
of the river Susquehanna ; thence up the south side of said creek, by the
several courses thereof, to the head at Robert Metur’s spring ; thence west
by north to the top of Turey’s Mountain; thence south-westerly along the
summit of the mountain to little Juniata; thence up the north-easterly side
of the main branch of little Juniata to the head thereof; thence north to the

_ line of Berks County ; thence north-west along said line, to the extremity of

the province ; thence east, along the north boundary, to that part therof
which is due north from the northern part of the Great Swamp ; thence south
to the most northern part of the Swamp aforesaid; thence with a straight
line to the head of the Lehigh, or Middle Creek, thence down said creek so
far, that a line run west-south-west, will strike the forks of Mahantongo
Creek, where Pine Creek falls into the same, at the place called Spread Eagle,
on the east side of Susquehanna ; thence down and across the river to the
place of beginning ; shall be and the same is hereby erected into a County,
henceforth to be called Northumberland.- '

The following acts conferred upon the people of the newly erected County,
like privileges and guarantees as those possessed by residents of other coun-
ties. The Act was passed March 21st, 1772. As will be observed, Northum-

berland County originally comprised a large extent of territory, being most

7



8 HISTORY OF NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA.

of that acquired by purchase of the Indians by the Susquehanna Company,
at Albany, in April 1754, and by the Proprietaries at Fort Stanwix, 1768.
September 25th, 1786, a portion from the northern part was cut off, from which
Luzerne County was organized. April 13th, 1795, Lycoming County was
erected. September 19th, 1789, Mifflin was taken off; and February 13th,
1800, Centre was organized.

‘Union and Columbia were erected March 22d, 1813, from Northumberland.
By Actof the General Assembly, approved February 21st, 1815, the townships
of Turbut and Chillisquaque were taken from Columbia and annexed to
Northumberland County, leaving the boundaries as now.

Northumberland formerly comprised a large extent of territory, out of
which a large number of counties have been erected, as the needs of popula-

tion and business required. The different counties organized within the -

territory originally embraced in Northumberland, were as follows :

Luzerne organized September 25th, 1786 ; MifHlin organized September
19th, 1789 ; Lycoming organized April 13th, 1795 ; Centre organized Feb-
ruary 13th, 1800 ; Clearfield organized March 26th, 1804; Columbia and
Union organized March 22d, 1813. Nearly all of these have been subdi-
vided, so that out of Northumberland, twenty-six counties have been erected.
As will be observed from above statistics, until 1786, all settlers in the north-
west territory were compelled to come to Sunbury to attend to the legal
business of the County. The expense and trouble were largely augmented by
the difficulty of communicating with the settlements. Officials were com-
pelled to journey a distance of fifty or one hundred miles to serve a suit, or
summons a jury; those jury-men, to travel the distance often on foot to attend
the sittings of the Court. All of these hardships, as they were, by no means
were the only difficulties encountered by our ancestors, a narration of which
it is the purpose of this work- to faithfully portray. The following bill of
items exhibits the cost of defining the County boundaries:

) SuNBURY 1st JUNE 1796
The County of Northumberland Dr.
To Philip Myer John Eckman & John Reese the Commissioners for Run-
ning & Marking the Lines Dividing the Countys of Berks Northumber-
land Northampton & Luzern.
To Expene of Chain Carriers Markers &e from L s d
Mahantongo & pine Creek to the Northampton 59 16 13
Couynty Line
From Northampton County Line to the Lehi and ' »
up the same to Luzer C For Expene of Chain Carriers 55 13 9
Markers pack horses &e : .
Expene of provitions and other Necessaries To Lu- } 49 16 10
zern County Line o
To Philip Myar on Duty 40 Days a 8 Dolls pr)

Day the one half Being 4 Dolls pr Day To Do 6 00 0
going to and Returning from the Lines

To Jon Eckman on Duty as above 60 00 O
To Do going to and Returning from the Lines 8 00 O
To John ReeSe on Duty on the Lines as above 60 00 O
To Do going to and Returning from the Lines 6 00 0
To Traveling Expence to Mr Rees the one half 1 18 1

L3667 4 9%

PHILIP MYER ) Commissioners for Run-
JOHN ECKMAN } ning the Lines as afore-
JNO. REES said

It has been remarked by a celebrated historian, .“that in the infancy of
society, men are occupied with the business of the present, forgetful of the
past and regardless of the future;” and the experiences of all ages and coun-
tries furnish abundant testimony to the truth of this declaration. There are

few territories, the early settlement of which afford a more forcible exempli--

fication of the truth of this, than that embraced within the confines of Northum-
berland County. The natural obstacles everywhere met ; the dangers from

foes without; the character of the people who constituted largely the pioneers

into this then rugged and mountainous country, all tended to a condition of
the mind of utter forgetfulness of all but the important present; and in-
deed the advance guards of civilization, in their trials, had abundant oppor-
tunity to realize the force of Longfellow’s immortal stanza. ¢ Life is real,
Life is carnest,” content to “Let the dead past bury the dead,” and avoid
speculation as to the grave being the final resting place of the soul.

“In the world’s broad fleld of battle,
In the bivouac of life,
They were not dumb driven cattle,
They were heroes in the strife.”

The strife was one continued effort to implant themselves upon the lands
of their less fortunate fellows. ,

This County is peculiarly situated, describing in its boundary a figure
never yet known to the geometrician. As originally defined, it embraced
an extent of territory never well understood, but certainly much larger than
many states. The County as now defined, would form the nucleus of a small
solar system; the counties erected from old Northumberland, the planets ex-
tending far in all directions but the south, which, twenty-six in number, learned
their first lessons in local self-government, from the parent. Geographically,
it presents the shape of an old-fashioned chair, the back leaning a little for-
ward at the top. The general appearance of the surface is hilly, and not
altogether inviting ; rocks forming precipitous cliffs are seen in all directions,
in that portion lying south of the north branch of the river Susquehanna.
Hills contending with each other for supremacy in altitude, dot the entire
surface, forming the confines of innumerable vales, fertile and very produc-
tive, but limited in extent. . Little rivulets are met in every direction, tergi-
versations of which equal the twisting course of Mother Eve’s mortal enemy,
but affording a scenery and water-power, unrivalled in the world. North
of the East branch of the river, a different country is found. -Montour’s ridge,
the dividing line between Northumberland and Montour County, separates
the broken hilly south from the rich alluvial plains that lie to the north.
The four nothernmost townships present a surface of far different nature.
From Montour’s Ridge to Muncy hills the soil is fextile, the surface generally
but moderately rolling. "This entire country is densely populated by a class
of people, whose reliance is upon the tillage of'the soil. The western boun-
dary is washed its entire length by the west branch and the main river Sus-
quehanna. The flat lands along its borders extend back in some places to
a considerable distance, and the entire distance from where the river crosses

* the southern boundary of Lycoming County, to its confluence with the east

branch at Northumberland, farm houses and towns make up a pleasing pic-
ture. South of this point, the hills or bluffy rise abruptly at places near the
water’s edge, leaving but a narrow passage way between their base and the
river. The river, one branch of which rises in the central part of Clearfield
County, and by a circuitous route around the mountains, finds its way to
Northumberland, meeting there the north branch which rises in Otsego Lake,
New York, and by an equally tortuous course, meets and joins forces with

_ the Otzinachson, is appropriately named Susquehanna, or Crooked River. For

commerce, this stream is useless, except so far as its waters are made availa-
ble for feeding canals, and furnishing power for manufacturing purposes.
Its tergiversations are innumerable, in many places within a distance of 8 or
10 miles, flowing towards every point of- compass. By the Indians, it was
sometimes called “shallow stream,” which they claimed was the true interpre-
tation of the term Susquehanna. This also would be quite appropriate, as
there are not two consecutive miles of river navigation, from Harris Ferry to
the head of either branch, aside from that provided by artificial means, for a
flat-boat. The bed of the stream is uneven, and very rocky, at places, the
entire width being occupied by high bowlders, that rear their heads as a warn-
ing to the venturesome lumberman, who would seek among them a passage
for his products to a market. The scenery borders on the grand, offering
every variety, from the beautiful little islets that form a pleasing landscape,
to the rocky cliffs that perpendicularly shoot heavenward, as if contending
in majesty with the clouds. What a home for the red man was here found!
Isolated from all that interrupted his enjoyment on earth, what ecstatic
emotions must have enraptured his soul as he gazed upon the wondrous works
of the God he adored, manifesting in the compilation, strength and wisdom,
far beyond his crude imagination! It is easy for the dreamer to se¢ a repro-
duction of the scenes, that a hundred and twenty years ago were daily enacted
here. The dusky hunter, scaling the clifts, paddling o’er the bosom of
the erooked river in quest of his game, rambling with the freedom of a
child of nature, as he was, wherever inclination prompted. The dark hued
maid, with step as lithe and limb as {ree as the beautiful gazelle, bounding
over ravines, through the forest, or chanting her love songs to the roving
hunter. All these are reproduced, as the eye wanders over the magnificent
scenery, more grand, because art has never been able to deface the rugged
lines traced by the finger of God. The consonance of the scenery, with the
aboriginal inhabitants, is striking; impressing the mind with somewhat too
exalted opinion of those, who, by reason of being too susceptible, have imbibed
many habits of their more enlightened brethren, and now are ready to be
numbered with the things and people -that were. The progress of civiliza-
tion was very slow in this County, until the opening up of th¢ great arteries
of -wealth—the coal veins of the Mahanoy and Shamokin region. For centu-
ries, there had been accumulating in the bowels of the earth, far removed
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from the sight of man, a substance, which was to revolutionize the manufac-
turing and commercial interests of the world. The time was long coming
when the value of Anthracite coal could be fully appreciated. The land
was covered with dense forests, that must be removed ere the rich soil that
they covered could be utilized; timber for all purposes was a useless article,
that there was but little demand for; hence its use for heating, driving manu-
factories, ete., was but the operation of that Divine economy that so wisely
pre-arranges all matters for man’s enjoyment and prosperity. In the course
of time, avenues of travel to the great plains of the west, opened up to oceu-
pancy and cultivation, myriads of acres of the finest of farming lands; thus
dispensing with the necessity of cleaning the forests of the east; and man
learned that timber was valuable for other purposes than heat; and the expe-
rience of others taught us that its greatest value consisted in its effect upon
temperature. Then it was that God discovered to man the great coal beds,
that for all time he had been storing up in its great store-house, against the
day of want. At onece, steam was utilized for thousands of purposes, never
dreamed of, when the only means of vaporizing water was in the use of wood,
that owing to its great bulk, could not be used in many places. Northum-
berland County, prior to that, was but sparsely settled and poorly cultivated;
the farmers eked out a poorand scanty livelihood, with no markets for sur-
plus, and nought to encourage enterprise; but with the opening of the coal
fields, towns sprang up as by magic; the black diamonds possessed more
attractive power than any other mineral, because the public-spirited saw in its
use, a means for developing wealth in many directions. The coal of Northum-
berland is of superior quality, and is found in unlimited quantities. Iron
also is found in many loealities, and is of superior quality. Another great
source of wealth is the immense beds of Limestone, found particularly in
the southern part of the County, along Stone Valley Creek;thousand of kilns
are now in operation, producing immense quantities of lime, that is very ex-
tensively sold throughout the region for fertilizing purposes.

Geologically, Northumberland takes rank with any County of the State, for
variety and extent of its resources.

The Climate of this County is as varied as its surface or its resources.
The extremes follow each other in rapid succession, as changeable as the
mind of a country belle. The following lines, copied in Mr. Meginnis's “ Otzi-
nachson,” perhaps more faith{ully portray the climate and its effects upon
human nature, than aught else that has been published.

* Beneath the temperate zone this vale doth lie,
‘Where heat and cold a grateful change supply;
To fifteen hours extends the longest day,

When 8ol, incaneer polnts his fervid ray;

Yet here the winter season is severe,

And summer's heat i diffictilt to bear;

But western winds oft cool the scorching ray,
And southern breezes warm the winter’s day.
Yet oft tho’ warm and fair the day begun,

Cold storms arise before the setting sun;

Nay oft so quick the change, so great its power,
As summer’s heat, and winter, in an hour!”

CHAPTER IIL
INCIDENTS IN THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTY-—FIRST COURT—ETC,

THE Act erecting Northumberland County into one of the integral parts of
the Commonwealth, was approved March 21st, 1772; and on the 24th
day of the same month, William Plunket; Turbit Frahcis, Samuel Hunter,
James Potter, William Maclay (some years subsequently United States Sena-
tor,) Caleb Grayson, Benjamin Allison, Robert Moodie, John Louden,
Thomas Lemon, Ellis Hughes and Benjamin Weiser, Judges by appointment,
convened at Suhbury to hold, for the new County, the first Court of General
QuarterSessions of the peace and gaol delivery. Edwsird Burd was appointed
to prosecute for the Crown, which at that date exercised dominion over the
Colonies. The business done wasunimportant, as the labor to be accomplished,
was providing for the future. No offences against the dignity of the province
could be tried at this Court, as only three days before, the territory had been
within the limits of some other County. James Wilson, Robert Magan, Ed-
ward Burd, George North, Christian Husk, James Potts, Andrew Robinson
and Charles Stedman, were admitted to practice as Attorneys, being the first
licensed to the Bar in the County. At the May term of the same year, Richard
Malone, Henry Dougherty, Robert Martin, Marcus Huling and John Alex-
ander, of Turbut township, William Wilson, Francis Yarnall and Samuel

Weiser, of Augusta township, were licensed to keep houses of entertainment,
and sell spirituous or malt liquors. This action turned loose his Satanic
Majesty, and henceforth the Magistrates would have abundant opportunity
to exercise their functions as peace-makers ; the Sheriff could turn his atten-
tion from the plow, or the axe, as all the powers of his body and mind would
be necessary to restrain the lawless, and protect the innocent. The tax-
gatherer had now his time employed in scraping together the hard carnings
of the weak pioncers, to support the indigent and prosecute the criminals.
With free rum, came free fights, freedom from legal restraint, and disorder
generally. For four years after the close of the first Pennamite war in
Wyoming, there was not an officer of the law in the valley. The absence of
rum, rendered unnecessary the presence. of all the paraphernalia of eriminal
courts. But the moment whiskey begins to run free, that moment idleness,
vice and eriminality begin to fill the pauper houses and jails. For six months
the County existed, and not a Grand Jury had been summoned. But the
Devil soon gave evidence of his presence, and at the August term for 1772,
George Neagle, Sheriff of the County, returned the writ of venire, to him di-
rected, with the following names of individuals who were sworn on the Grand
Inquest for our Sovereign Lord the King, for the body of the County: John
Brady, foreman ; George Overmeyer, John Rhurick, Leonard Peter, Gerhard
Freeland, John Jost, William Grey, Lodowick Derr, George Raw, Andrew
Heffer, George Wolf, William Cook, John Kelly, James Polk and John
Walker. These gentlemen constituted the first Grand Jury for the County of
Northumberland. What a sense of the great responsibility of their position,
must have pervaded the minds of the men composing thisJury, as they viewed
the field it was necessary for them to occupy! At this time, there were no
public buildings, roads or bridges; everything was to be done, and but little
to do with. Wisely has the great Creator modeled the natural man, that
the necessitics never exceed his ability to gratify them. If there was a slim
exchequer, there was no necessity for large expenditure;henceitisreasonable
to apprehend, that this first Grand Jury acquitted themselves about as
satisfactorily as any of their four hundred successors have done.  The names
of nearly all composing the first Court and Jury, are names that have been
handed down from generation to generation, as worthy of perpetuation, and
so they are. Nearly every one immortalized himself in the trying struggles
that followed in after years; and now it is the pride of nearly every inhabi-
tant of the County to trace some connection with these old heroes. For the
first few years, there was but little to break the monotony of the proceedings
of the Court, beyond the trial of those charged with assault and battery, and

" fornication—a class of criminals that in those days were judged with a

greater degree of leniency than the nature of the offences would seem to jus-
tify. There was but little to engage the time of our primitive Judged. Courts
are usually but the exponents of public sentiment; and if' offences, that now
would shock the moral sensibilities of the most dissolute, were then wholly
ignoved, or at the worst, punished with trivial fine, and perhaps an admonish-
ment “to go and sin no more,” it would be manifestly unjust to charge the
Courts with having been too lax in the execution of the law against those
who had outraged decency; as the unsettled state of society, and the free in-
termingling of every discordant element, tended to the formation of a senti-
ment certainly not striet in its exactions or enforcement of moral obligations.
At the May session for 1776, Daniel Pettit was occused of having altered a
five dollar bill. He was arraigned, proven guilty, and sentenced to stand in
the pillory one hour, and be confined in the County Jailone month, At the
November session for 1778, Charles Bignell was arraigned for having given
liberty to two negroes that had been committed to jail in his charge. Big-
nell was convicted and adjudged to pay a fine of five pounds, and give security
for future good conduct. The first of these, a thief and forger, was sentenced
to less punishment than the humane Bignell, who had but exercised the in-
stinets of a charitable nature. People in those days of supposed purity, en-
tertained as little respect for the requirements of government, and evaded
laws with as great impunity as the members ofthe notorious Whiskey Rings
of to-day. At one session of the Court, in the infancy of the County, true
bills were found ngainst fifty-seven different individuals, for selling whiskey
without the sanction of a license. This indicated a disregard for the sanctity
of the law, somewhat appalling. Fifty-seven criminals among one class, in
a County containing a voting population that would scarcely fill a regiment.
Think of this, ye aged moralists, who are want to draw comparisons between
the past and present, unfavorable to the present generation. If one of these
law-breakers ever suffered a depletion of his pocket or restrainmeiit of his
liberty, it doth not appear. Every generation has its representative charac-
ters. The extreme moralist, whose face is set like flint against every form of
vice; the devoted churchman, who studies naught but the creed and prayer-
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book; and the hardened criminal, hunted, harassed and punished until the
joys of earth become turned to the bitterness of gall—whose hand is set
against every man, and every man’s against his. Of the last, Joseph
Disbury was undoubtedly entitled to the palm, as being the most irrepressi-
ble wag and incorrigible loafer and thief of his day. The name of Disbury
became the synonym of every thing bad. Joseph’s propensities led him to
the accumulation of property, oftener by illegitimate means than otherwise.
He would steal anything that came in his way, and when confronted by his
accusers, assumed an air of sang froid, that utterly nonplussed his enemies.
He was frequently under arrest, and on one occasion, for appropriating a
neighbor’s cow, he left jail, minus his ears. At the August session of 1798,
he was arraigned and tried on three indictments forburglary. He wasfound
guilty and sentenced to seven years’ hard labor on each, thus affording him
boarding and lodging, at the expense of the State, for twenty-one years. It
is said, that he outlived his long imprisonment, and at its expiration quitted
Northumberland County for pastures new if not green. At the April session
for 1804, John Beitzel, was tried for bigamy, the offense proven and the
bigamist sentenced to six months’ confinement in the jail. - It would hardly be
profitable to call in question the wisdom of those, whose duty it was to pass
sentence ‘in these two cases, for reasons before stated, but it is difficult to
avoid speculation as to the sentiment of a society that demanded the
incarceration of Disbury twenty-one years, and excused the bigamist who
had polluted the home of his neighbor, and disgraced for all time himself,
his co-criminals and the community in which he lived, with a six months’
deprivation of liberty. Circumstances have full as much to do in forming
society as men, and society forms its sentirhent, influenced largely by those
circumstances, hence the injustice of judging society by our own standard of
excellence. Beitze]l was tried, and his case passed upon in 1778. At the
August session of 1792, fourteen years afterwards, William Armstrong was
convicted of the crime of rape, and sentenced to be hung. T'rom this it
would appear that public sentiment had undergone somewhat of a change,
indicating a healthier condition morally, and auguring well for the future.
In the infancy of society, but little thought can be given to conventionalities,
the absorbing question being the devising of means for self-preservation.
People, at such times, being disposed to construe the Bible teachings literally,
and take their neighbors as they find them. As the country improves,
necessities of life are supplemented by luxuries, respite from arduous toil,
that staring want made an every day necessity, gave relaxation to the mind,
and permitted a more careful consideration of the moral and mental capaci-
ties and wants of mankind. Opportunity for thought and study developed
tastes that could be satisfied only in the society of congenial spirits. This,
in time, resulted in the establishment of caste, and the formation of grades
in society, a feature as absolutely necessary, in every community, to the
enjoyment of all, as a rigid enforcement of law is to its safety.

CHAPTER 1IV.
THE ABORIGINALS OF NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY.

As much as has been written regarding the original inhabitants of this
country, and as many speculations as have been indulged in by writers of
almost every age, but little is definitely known of their history. It is

thought by many, and with considerable show of reason, that a nation or °

race of people, superior to the Indians in intelligence, preceded them, and
for ages plied their vocation, which were doubtless but little in advance of
their successors, and have left some evidences of-a civilization, not possessed
by any Indian tribes known. The Deloware Indians had a tradition, which
appears to have been generally believed among them, that they originally
lived on the western shores of North America, and in journeying eastward,
in quest of & more inviting country, found the valley of the Mississippi in
possession of a powerful and warlike race, who were somewhat schooled in the
arts of war, and lived in strongly fortified towns. These people, the
Alligewe, refused the Delawares a free transit through their domains, and a
fierce battle ensued, in which the intruders were successful, driving the
Alligewe from their homes down the .river. According to this tradition, a
portion of the Delawares remained in possession of the conquered territory,
another portion continued their journey eastward, and took possession of the
country extending from the Hudson to the Potomae. While there may be
nothing in the history of the Delaware Tribe, as it has been handed

down to us, to confirm such a tradition, there is nothing to disprove it, and it
is as well to furnish it for its worth, without groundless speculation ; attend-
ing to what is definitely known, regarding our predecessors. In the early
part of the 17th century, probably about 1610 or ’12, a fierce war was, for
a long time, waged between the Iroquois on one side, and the Huron and
Erie Indians on the other; the result was, the total subjugation of the Eries,
who left their old homes, adjacent to the lake, which still bears their name,
and journeyed southward, settling in Georgia and Florida. The particular
tribe emigrating south as the Shawanese; here they resided for many
years, until, finally, becoming involved in war with the Spaniards and
Southern Indians, they emigrated northward, and located at the confluence
of the Wabash and Ohio rivers. Governor Cass, in writing of the Shawanese,
says their history is involved in much obscurity. “Their language is Algon-
quin, and closely allied to the Kickapoo, and other dialects spoken by tribes,
who have lived for ages north of the Ohio. But they are known to have
recently emigrated {rom the south, where they were surrounded by a family
of tribes— Oreeks, Cherokees, Choctoaws, ete., with whose language they had no
affinity. Their traditions assign to them a foreign origin, and a wild story
has come down to them, of a solemn procession through the ocean, and of a
miraculous passage through the great deep. That they were closely con-
nected with the Kickapoos, the actual identity of language affords irrefraga-
ble proof, and the incidents of the separation yet live in the oral history of
each tribe. We are strongly inclined to believe, that not long after the
arrival of the French upon these great lakes, the Kickapoos and Shawanese
composed the tribe known as the Eries; living on the eastern shore of the
lake, to which they gave their name. It is said that this tribe was extermi-
nated by the Iroquois; but it is more probable that a series of disasters di-
vided them into two parts; one of which, under the name of Kickapoos,
sought refuge from their enemies in the immense prairies between the Illinois
and the Mississippi; and the other, under the name Shawanese, fled into the
Cherokee country, and thence further south.” Governor Cass does not ma-
terially differ from-our own version of the origin of the Shawanese tribe, who
at one day, inhabited this country. The fame of William Penn had pene-
trated the western homes of the Shawanese, who sought permission to locate
among the Delgwares. This tribe had been, for some time, on unfriendly
terms with the Siz Nations, and being desirous of accumulating a force
against them, readily granted the permission asked. Accordingly, a portion
of the Shawanese moved eastward, and settled in the forks of the Delaware.
They brought with them, the war-like spirit which made them such unpleas-
ant neighbors in the south, and disturbances arose, which became of so tur-
bulent a character, as to necessitate the removal of the Shawanese. Their
next move was to the banks of the Susquehanna, which presented an open
field, as the Monseys, who for years had occupied the valley, had concentrated
around Minseink, on the Delaware. The Shawanese found themselves sole
masters of the valley; no enemy to annoy them ; and they built a town, near
the lower end of Wyoming Valley, which still bears the name of Skawanese
flats.  Their settlement extended low down, probably as far as the forks of
the two branches. One of the kings, or chiefs of this tribe; was Pawxinos,
whose exploits are commemorated by giving his name to a little town on Sha-
mokin Creek, in this County. Here, for many years, the Shawanese dwelt in
peace ; their wanderings up and down the earth terminated for a time. The
women cultivated their little patches of grain; the hunter traversed the hills
and forests in quest of game; the papooses gamboled in the sunshine, utterly
regardless of all but the blissful present. But not long was this peaceful
scene to continue. A cloud, that for fifty years was forming, appeared in the
east, to cast a shadow over the happy homes of the hunted Shawanese.
William Penn arrived in North America, in 1682, and, although a lowly
Christian himself, had followers, who, having not the fear of God before their
eyes, did not hesitate to excite the cupidity of the unsophisticated children
of the forest, and by any and all means, take advantage. Penn formed
many treaties, and concluded many purchases, no one of which, however, were
well defined. Some of the deeds of purchases called for as much territory as a
horse could run around, within a given time, or a man could walk around.
One of these bounds, only, was ever settled in the noted Friend’s day, and
that by himself, in company with some chiefs and friends, when they made
a day’s journey, halting frequently to converse, smoke, and eat, making but
about thirty milesin the allotted time.  After his death, a copy of one of these
walk-deeds, was found by Thomas and John Penn, who, at a council in 1733,
fifty years after it had been drawn up, presented it to the Indians, and received
from them an acknowledgement of its validity, and under this, an arrange-
ment was made for a walk of one day and a half, to.settle the boundaries.
The Penns, although strict Quakers, did not shrink from using means, about
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the honesty of which there could be some question, and advertised far and
near for the fastest walkers; offering five hunndred acres of land, and five
pounds in money, to the man who should walk the greatest distance in the
allotted time. Every facility was furnished them; a direct line was run,
underbrush cleared away, refreshments placed at convenient distanees, that
there might be no delay. During the month of September, 1737, Edward
Marshall, James Yates, and Solomon Jennings, with three Indians, started
at sunrise from a stipulated spot, and commenced the trial. At the end of two
hours, Jennings and two Indians gave out; near Easton, the third Indian sue-
cumbed ; the next day, Yates fell fainting, and Marshall proceeded on alone.
At noon.of the second day, he stopped, eighty-six miles from the starting
point. This purchase took in all the good land, and, as a consequence, great
dissatisfaction was felt, and manifested by the Indians. In their natural sim-
plicity, they had trusted the whites many times, only to find themselves duped
and intrigued. This had been repeated on so many occasions, that Indian
nature could no longer submit, and the Delawares very properly refused to
give up their rich hunting grounds, for which they had received no adequate
remuneration. The Penns, determined to complete the robbery, dispatched a
messenger to the Siz Nations, who then claimed to hold the Delawares in sub-
jugation, informing them of the circumstances, and urging a convention of
chiefs, to scttle the disputed claim. Accordingly, in the summer of 1742, the
principal men of this powerful band, to the number of two hundred and thirty,
repaired to Philadelphia, to meet the Chiefs of the Delawares, and a general
couneil was opened. The Governor of the province opened the conference,
after having judiciously distributed a large amount, as presents, among the
Troquois warriors, setting forth that the Proprietaries had made purchases in
good faith, and asked the Chiefs of the Six Nations to see them established in
their rightfu] territory. Here was a formidable assemblage. On the one side,
-the Governor, skilled in all the intrigue which Christianized people only prac-
tice; and the powerful Jroquots, with brain fired by the Governor’s rum—their
blankets stuffed with useless trinkets, from the same source; on the other, the
handful of Delawares, wronged, cheated, decried and abused by their own race,
because they possessed some little knowledge of the duplicity of the whites.
There was but one result to such harangue. The representatives of the Siz Na-
tions, decided that the purchase had been made in a fair and legitimate way;
that the Delawares had received full consideration for the land, claimed to
have been purchased, and that they must leave. The decision was delivered by
Connossatego, a venerable Chief, who took occasion to deliver himself of a
speech, which for hauteur, withering, burning sarcasm, has no equal in this, or
any other language. Hearosein the name of all the deputies, and, addressing
himgelf to the Governor, said: “They saw the Delawares had been an unruly
people, and were altogether in the wrong, and they had concluded to remove
them.” Then, turning to the Delawares in a violent manner, he said: “You
deserve to be taken by the hair of your heads, and shaken till you recover your
senses and become sober. 'We have seen a deed, signed by nine of your chiefs,
above fifty years ago, for this very land. (The deed was the one made to Wil-
liam Penn in 1688, which his successors had resurrected from forgetfulness.)
But how came you to take upon yourself to sell lands at all? We conquered
you, we made women of you; you know you are women, and can no more sell
lands than women. Nor is it fit that you should have the power to sell
lands, since you would abuse it. You have been furnished with clothes, meat
and drink, by the goods paid you for it, and now you want it again like
children as youare. But what makes you sell lands in the dark? Did you
ever tell us you had sold this land? Did we ever receive any part, even the
value of pipe-shank for it? You have told us a blind story, that you sent a
messenger to inform us of the sale; but he never came amongst us; nor have
we ever heard anything about it. But wefi nd you are none of our blood;
you act a dishonest part not only in this, but other matters. Your ears are ever
open to slanderous reports about your brethren. For all these reasons, we
charge you to remove instantly; we don’t give you liberty to think about it.
You are women ; take the advice of a wise man and remove instantly. You
may return to the other side of the Delaware where you came from, but we
do not known whether, considering how you have demeaned yourself, you will
be permitted to live there, or whether you have not already swallowed that
land down your throats, as well as the land on this side. We, therefore,
assign you two places to go to, either to Wyoming or Shamokin. You may
go to cither of these places, and then we shall bave you men under our eye
and shall see how you behave. Don’t deliberate, but remove away and take
this belt of wampum.” The Delawares immediately left the disputed territory ;
some settling at Shamokin; and others at Wyoming ; others still scattered along

the river between the two places. It is easily to be conceived that the Dela- .

wares carried with them no very tender recollection of the English ; the real

cause of all their loss of home and its association, and what was a still greater
source of chagrin—the withering contempt with which they had been treated
by their masters, the Jroquois. They -found their former allies and neighbors

" already in possession of the territory, but as the Delawares had moved, sub-

ject to orders of the Chiefs of the Siz Nations, the Shawanese, who were also
in subjection, interposed no obstacles to a peaceful settlement of their unfor-
tunate and crest-fallen neighbors. Thus, through a succession of events,
which were brought about after many years, did it occur that these two
tribes came to occupy the fairy land of Northumberland. For many years
did_ these two tribes dwell together undisturbed by foes without, or interne-

_ cine strife within, with nought but the Susquehanna to divide their territories.

But an event occurred, insignificant in itself, frought with direful conse-
quences to many a dusky warrior, that dissevered the friendly relations, and
necessitated the establishment of a more formidable barrier between the
two tribes. While the warriors of the Delawares were hunting among the
mountains, a number of their squaws, were gathering wild fruits, along the
margin of the river, below town, where they found some Shawanese squaws,
who had crossed the river in their canoes, upon the same errand. A papoose,
belonging to the Shawanese, having taken a large grasshopper, a quarrel
arose among the children for possession, in which the mothers took part. A
sanguinary battle ensued, in which a number were killed, and the Shawanese
finally forced across the river. Upon the return of the warriors, both tribes
prepared for battle, to avenge the wrongs sustained by their wives. The
Shawanese crossed over and engaged the Delawares. After a bloody fight,
in which many hundred were killed, the Shawanese were driven back to their
own side of the river, shortly after which they left their country and removed
to the Ohio. The Delawares were now left in undisturbed possession of the
entire valley, their numbers being rapidly augmented by the liberal circulation
of the story of their achievements over the Shawanese.

The Delawares arrived in this valley, in 1740, during the reign of the
humane and noble Shikilemo, the far-famed chief of the subsidiary tribes or
detachments, that have been settled herc by order of the Siz Nations. Not-
withstanding the wrongs inflicted upon his people by the whites, and the Penn
government in particular—of which the many instances of deception and
chicanery, afforded the most irrefragable proof—he was ready to receive, with
open arms, the humble disciples of Christ, who as early as 1746, found their
way here, to dispense the doctrine of charity and fair dealing. How it
must have tested the credulity of these upright heathen, to have given full
credence to the words of his teachers. Often had his people trusted implicitly
their more enlightened fellow beings, and as often had found themselves
the dupes of avaricious, unprincipled tricksters. It is not claimed that the
speculator of to-day is entitled to greater immunity from the charge of dis-
honesty, than the Penns, whose fame for uprightness had been heralded far
and wide in advance ; butit is claimed, that the rascals have not all lived in
the 19th century. - We have only to examine some of the records their own
time has made, to have our pride for the Proprietaries hopelessly dashed.
Look, for instance, at the following, showing the consummation of a robbery,
without parallel, except in the machinations of a Tweed, who, to-day is
a fugitive from home, not daring to let himself be known among civilized
men. The Indenture reads as follows: “We, (here is given the unpro-

-nouncable names of thirteen Indian Chiefs,) right owners of all lands, Quig-

quingus, called Duck Creek, into Upland, ealled Chester Creek, all along by
the west side of the river Delaware, and so between the said creeks, as far as
a man can ride with a horse in two days; for and in consideration of these fol-
lowing goods, to usin hand paid, and secured to be paid by WiLLiam PENN,
Proprietary and Governor of the Province of Pennsylvania, and territories
thereof, viz.: 20 guns, 20 fathoms of match-coat, 2 fathoms of Stroudwater,
20 blankets, 20 kettles, 20 pounds of powder, 100 pounds of lead, 40 toma-
hawks, 100 knives, 40 pairs of stockings, 1 barrel of beer, 20 pounds of red
lead, 100 fathoms of wampum, 30 glass bottles, 30 pewter spoons, 100 awl
blades, 300 tobacco pipes, 100 hands of tobacco, 20 tobacco tongs, 20 steels,
300 flints, 30 pairs of scissors, 30 combs, 60 looking-glasses, 200 needles,
one skipple of salt, 30 pounds of sugar, 5 gallons of molasses, 20 tobacco
boxes, 100 jews-harps, 20 hoes, 30 gimlets, 30 wooden screw boxes, 100 strings
of beads, do hereby acknowledge, etc.; given at New Castle, second day of
the eighth month, 1685.” This was one of Mr. Penn’s first purchases, and,
as will be observed by those familiar with the geography of Eastern Penn-
sylvania, it included nearly all of the valuable lands of Delaware, Chester
and Bucks Counties. The object sought here, is not to cast any blot upon
the fame which, whether justly or unjustly, has been given to Penn; but that
those who had been ascribing to the Indians, attributes of beasts, may be
enabled to judge Indian character a little more leniently.
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Shikilemo nevertheless remained the true friend of the missionaries, and
during the time of his reign, which lasted until his death in 1749, the whites
had naught to complain of, -in the treatment received by them from the red
men.  Whether this happy condition of things was attributable to the merey
of the Heathen King; to the guarded conduct of the whites, or to some
other cause; it is not worth while to inquire. The fact is palpable, that so
long as the whites dealt justly with the Indians, so long were they. treated
with great consideration and respect by the untutored children of nature.
The superior intelligence of the FEuropeans, coupled with the known skill in
utilizing all means, devised by the scicnces and arts, for the advancement of
the race, undoubtedly won the admiration of the Aborigines; and had this
superior intelligence been given direction by wisdom, moderated by love, the
end of time would have found the red and white men dwelling together in
harmony, with mutual advantage to each. The Christianizing influences
exerted by Zinzendorf, Mack and others, made an impression upon the
Indian character, that was not wholly effaced for many years. They were
taught faith in Divine promises, and clung to it with a tenacity, that threat-
ened death itself could not weaken. DMark the reply of the Christian Indians
to the demands of the Six Nutions, delivered through Paxinoes, the King of
the Shawanese. A scttlement had been formed at Gnadenhutten, now Mauch
Chunk, of Indians who had, under the teachings of the Moravians, embraced
religion. It was desired, for some purpose, to remove the families of these
Indians to the Susquehanna. Paxinos, with twenty-three of his followers,
and three ambassadors of the Iroquois, visited the settlement, and preferred
the demand of their masters, that they remove at once. This demand they
refused to comply with. Several responded with true heroism, “ What can
the Chiefs of the Siz Nations give me in exchange for my soul?” said one.
“ God, who made and saved me, can protect me,” replied another. “I am
not afraid of the wrath of man, for not one hair of my head can fall to the
ground without His will.” “If even one of them should lift his hatchet
and say, depart from the Lord and the Brethren, I would not do it,” replied
another. Some of these taunting replies savored of disloyalty to the Great
Head, as the Council at Onondago styled itself, and exhibited a spirit not en-
couraged by Paul, in his exortations obedience to magistrates; but they
nevertheless manifested a strong faith in the God they had learned to love,
and a love of religion, seldom found at the present day. Thus has the history
of the Aboriginals of this valley been traced, with an earnest effort as pos-
sible to exhibit their true character. It is found, that there is much to ‘con-
demn; but who can be found, with Christ’s test of purity, to cast stones at the
poor deluded creatures, who, for untold ages, have lived in moral darkness.

From the pen of J. F. Wolfinger, Esq., of Milton, in this County, we append
a short sketch of the location and character of the Indian towns in this
locality. In addition to the towns named by our authority above, there
are to be found indisputable evidences of Georgetown having been the site of
a town of considerable extent. .

“0ld Northumberland County contained numerous Indian towns, long be-
fore any white men saw this region of country. Let us, so far as we have

been able to gather a knowledge of them, look at those that stood on the

north braneh of the Susquehanna River, between our present towns of North-
umberland and Nescopeck, in Luzerne County.

“ Nishmekkachlo. This town stood on the south side of Montour’s Ridge,.

and somewhere about midway between our present towns of. Northumber-
land and Danville—exact spot unknown to the writer of this sketch. I am
inclined to think it was the residence of Manawyhickon, a distinguished
Delarware Chief who ruled over the Indians of these parts before the great
Shikellemy and Sessoonan Chiefs ‘made. their appearance at Shohomokin or
Shaumoking, the old Indian town on the present site of Sunbury, since our
old writer informs us that Manawyhichon lived somewhere on the north
branch, not far from Shawmoking. - '

“Mahoning. This town stood near the mouth of Mahoning Creck, on its
west side, a little below where the public bridge erosses the said creek, and
about a mile below the present town of Danville in Montour County.

“ Montour’s Ridge, a pretty high and beautifully formed clevation of earth,
runs north-eastward from a point near Northumberland, but leaves a nice
valley of beautiful land between its base and the north branch of the
Susquchanna River. This valley, as we approach Danville from Northumber-
land, gets narrower, until it ends in what is ealled “the narrow grounds”—just
wide enough for the public road to pass conveniently along the foot of the
ridge. And it was the eastern end of this ‘Narrows,’ where the old Indian
town of Mahoning stood. Montour’s Ridge at this point presents to the eye of
the beholder, a high, bold, imposing appearance, and becomes more and more
so0, until it, just on the north side of Danville, terminates very suddenly,

with a high wall-like face, towards the east; and then sweeping sharply
around, it runs north for several miles, with the same high wall-like face on
the west side of the small and narrow but beautiful valley of Mahoning, and
its creek of the same name. Every traveler who visits Danville, looks with

“admiration upon this high, bluffy and picturesque termination of Montour’s

Ridge, and is delighted with the rich and beautiful dark green foliage of its
thickly grown evergreen, pine and spruce trees, that crown its top and sides,
(excepting a cleared or. bare spot on its top just north of Danville) and
towards the close of every sunny day, throw a dark, rich shade over the snug
little valley at its base. Its scenery looks wild and romantic, even in our
day, but must have been far wilder and grander, when the Indians roamed
over the ridge in pursuit of wild turkeys and deer, and of the: fish that swam
in the waters close by.

“Montour’s Ridge, at Danville, looks as if Noah’s deluge, or some other great
commotion of our earth’s waters, had burst a passage way thuough the ridge
at this point, and so made this valley, for the ridge itself reappears quickly
again, with a sloping, but nearly an equally elevated face on the east side of
Danville, and then runs on castward to and beyond the town of Bloomsburg,
in Columbia County, where it gradually slopes down and disappears. Maho-
ning was, therefore, a choice spot for an Indian town, of more than common
note among the Indians.

“Toby’s Town. This town, so called after a large and powerful Indian by
the name of “Toby,”stood on “Loby’s Run’ a little above the Insane Asylum,
about two miles above Danville. But whether it stood on the banks of the
Susquehanna River, near the mouth of Toby’s Run, or on top of the high ridge
of earth there, along the river, I am not able to say. I passed along there in
my boyhood days, on my road to and from Reading, and heard various stories
about Toby and his town, but I can give no satisfactory account of them.

“Classawango. This town stood still farther up the river, but on the south
side of the river, and about half way between Danville and the town of
Catawissa, but I cannot state where it stood. Who can?

- “Catawissa. This town stood at the mouth of Catawissa Creek, where the
town of Catawissa, in .Columbia County, now stands. This is evident from
the fact that many Indian arrow heads, flint stones, smoke pipes, ete., have béen
plowed up there, and some are still found there in the fields around the town.
The mountains, along whose sides the Catawissa railroad now runs, must
have formed fine hunting grounds for these Indians. .

“Oskohary. This town stood still further up the north branch of our
Susquehanna River, somewhere this side of the old Indian town of Nishibeckon,
now the town of Nescopeck, in Luzerne County, but I am unable to fix the site
of Oskohary. 'Who can do that? .

“This sketch of Nishmekkachlo, Mahoning, Toby’s Town, Classawango,
Catawissn and"Oskohary, is imperfect in many respects, and I have written it
just to draw attention to these old Indian towns, and get some of our citizens
to give us what traditional accounts they have had, as to the exact spots where
said towns stood, and what Indian tribe or tribes dwelled there, and what were
the names of their Chiefs, and also what the names of these Indian towns
signified; since Indian names generally have some peculiar meaning, just

. as the Jewish names of olden times had among the Jews—as we learn from

the Bible. And so I, in common with others, would be pleased to see our
newspaper editors publish this sketch, and add to it such fragmentary informa-
tion as they are able to gather up, concerning these ancient habitations of the
red men on the north branch of the Susquehanna River. There certainly
must be some traditional accounts, still existing in and around each of these
neighborhoods, as it regards the said -towns, and that, whatever it may be,
would be very interesting in fixing the exact spots where they stood, and the
like. My father lived in Northumberland when I was a boy and often took
me along up to Danville in a sulky or buggy, to see an uncle of mine who
then resided on a farm on the banks of the river above Danville; and in
passing up and down between these towns, I often heard from my father and
other persons, interesting storics about the Indians who once lived along
Montour’s Ridge ; but I am unable to recall any particulars worthy of note.
And so I must now leave my sketch to be corrected and completed by others
who have better knowledge of these matters than I have. But I cannot
close my remarks, without asking the reader to look at and admire the beauty
of our Indian names, for we have no words in any of our lauguages—Greek,
Latin, English or German—that are more beautiful than Nishmekkachlo,
Mahoning, Classawango, Catawissa and Oskohary;—and our Indians acquired
the knowledge of all these siRniﬁc;}m and beautiful words, without the aid of
books, or any school, academy, or college. What do our [literati, in this
boastful age of schools think of that? How does it harmonize with their
theories—that we must have books and schools to learn languages 22—
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CHAPTER V.
CIVIL WARS OF 1769—1784.

WaAR, the arrangement of creatures of God’s perfect skill in opposition,
for the purpose of destruction of their own species, would scem to be the
perfection of Satan’s machinations for the destruction of the human race,
and the peopling of his domains. War, when waged between nations and

people of different races, for the redress of some real evil that every other .

means have failed to remedy, can scarcely receive the sanction of the really
good; but when the scene of strife is brought to the fireside, the home of
the defenseless; when the contestants are brethren, often of the same blood,
and women and children became the hapless vietims, to the vengeance of
neighbors, then it is that we see it in all its hideous, horrid forms. - No hor-
rors can equal those of civil war, when brethren wrought up to the superla-
tive of fiendishness, ruthlessly and maliciously seek the blood of their own
kind, devastate the homes of those with whom they have dwelt on amicable
terms. Man suddenly becomes transformed to a beast ; feelings of friendship
are turned to hatred ; love to bitterness of gaul, and the thirst for blood is
insatiable. Few of the people of the fair vales of the Susquehanna, realize
that here, about their homes, one hundred years ago, was the scene of a strife,
which, for unprovoked cruelty and true fiendishness in its details, has no
parallel in the history of the world. Fewer still are able to clearly under-
stand the cause. To enter fully into an examination of all the causes, and
follow them up to a conclusion, would occupy much time and space; more
than the reader of to-day would feel warranted in devoting to an examina-
tion of a matter, in which, although their ancestors were decply interested ;
happily now the effects have all been removed, and the gulf bridged over,
that for years divided the dwellers within the little community designated
on the maps as Wyoming Valley.

Wyoming, until 1786, was embraced within the limits of Northumberland
County. After 1772, all civil writs against the invaders from Connecticut
were issued and executed by the civil officers of this County. The last mili-
tary expedition of any magnitude against Wyoming, under the sanction of
the Proprietaries, was commanded by Col. William Plunket, and rendez-
voused at Fort Augusta. Many of the ancestors of those now living here,
marched with the intrepid Plunket, and doubtless the blood of some dyed
the soil of the valley, on that memorable oceasion, when, in mid-winter, an
effort was made to dislodge the Yankees. Hence it is, that a narration of
some of the events of this war, will possess an interest to those descendants
of the Pennamites who dwell in this County. TFor information of this war,
we are largely indebted to Pierce’s History of Wyoming, in which we find
the results of many months’ arduous and earnest research. Undoubtedly
some portions may be slightly tinged with prejudice, but as a whole, the
record furnished is as impartial as it is possible to obtain.

To arrive at a satisfactory understanding of the grounds of differences
between the Colonies of Connecticut and Pennsylvania, which resulted in
the civil wars, styled by some, the Pennamite and Yankee wars, it will be
necessary to view the deeds made by the king, and the bounds of the terri-
tory conveyed by each. One great source of evil was the imperfect knowl-
edge of those vast possessions, on the part of those claiming the right to
convey by charter, title to lands here. In 1620, King James I. granted to
the -Plymouth Company, a Charter for the ruling and governing of New
England, in America. In 1628, the Plymouth Company granted to the
Massachusetts Colony their territory. In 1631, the President of the Ply-
mouth Company, granted a large tract to Lord Say and Seal, to Lord Brook,
and others, which was purchased by the Connecticut Colony. Those Char-
ters or grants made the South Sea their western boundary. The location
of the South Sea, or Pacific Ocean, was of course unknown at that time.
April 20th, 1662, King Charles II. renewed and confirmed this Charter to
the Connecticut Colony, and distinetly recognized it as a part and parcel of
the old grant of 1620, by James I to the Plymouth Company. Nineteen
years after, in 1681, March 4th, this same king, granted by his letters
patent to William Penn, in consideration for a debt due his father, Admiral
Penn, his heirs and assigns, all that tract of land lying between a
point on the south, twelve miles north of New Castle, and a line on the
north, dividing the 42d and 43d degrees of north Latitude, and extending
westward five degrees of Longitude from the Delaware River. Thus a tract
of country, extending from north to south a whole degree of latitude, and
from' east to west five degreces of longitude, was granted to -the Connecticut
Colony in 1662, and to William Penn in 1681. Of course, both grantees
claimed the land under their Charters, and with the exception of a difference
in dates, each with equally strong grounds. But by.the direction of the
Crown, and in accordance with a custom long established, two other requisites

were essential to secure the-validity of n title—purchase from rightful owners,
the Indians, and occupancy. Willinm Penn and his successors, purchased
various tracts of land from the Indians, and obtained deeds for the same.
November 5th 1768, the Proprictaries procured from the Siz Nations at
Fort Stanwix, a deed for all the lands not previously sold to them, lying
within the province of Pennsylvania; this purchase included the controverted
land. In January, 1769, Stewart, Ogden and Jennings, on behalf of the
Proprictary Government, took possession of the Susquehanna lands. Thus
the three essentinls—a Charter, purchase and settlements—were perfeeted on
the part of the Pennsylvania government.  Connceticut based her elaim on a
Charter, obtained in 1662, nineteen years before the date of Penn’s Charter—
a purchase made by the Susquehanna Company, at Albany, July 11th, 1754,
and occupancy, established by the scttlement of Jenking, Buck and others,
in August, 1762, Houses were erccted, grain sown, but owing to the diffi-
culty of obtaining supplies, these settlers were compelled to return to Connee-
ticut during the severe weather of winter. In the spring of 1763, they re-
turned to Wyoming and erected other buildings ; but on the 15th of October,
many of them were murdered and the rest driven off, probably by the Six
Nations, encouraged by the Pennsylvania authorities. Thus it will appear,
that the Connecticut people had made good their claim by complying with
the three pre-requisites, viz: charter, purchase and settlement, in advance of the
Proprictarics. The Charter of the former pre-dated the latter by nineteen
years; the purchase by fourteen years; and the settlement by seven years; so
that unless custom and law should go for naught, the Connecticut claim was
founded on right, and could not be controverted by the Pennsylvanians.

- Other circumstances, however, would scem to favor a different view. On the

30th of November 1664, his Majesty’s Commission appointed “to decide
boundaries betwixt the Duke of York, and Connecticut Charter,” with the
approbation and assent of the agents of the Conneeticut Colony, fixed a line
east of the Hudson River, to be the western bounds of said colony. Again,
in 1683, the Commissioners of Connecticut, with the Governor of New York,
fixed upon a new line, which constitutes the present limits between the two
States, and it was declared that the line fixed upon, “shall be the western
bounds of the said Colony of Connecticut.” This would appear to scttle the
question of right to any lands west of the line agreed upon, but the invineible
Yankees were not to be thus thwarted in their design upon the fair vale of
Wyoming and its surroundings, and claimed, that by virtue of their Charter,
they overleaped the province of New York, and that the agreement made in
1683, did not invalidate their claim to what was beyond. This construction
of the Charter, led to the unhappy differences that resulted so disastrously to
hundreds of poor pioneers, who ventured their all, and life itself, in their
eagerness to possess themselves of some portion of the valuable 'territory.
The ablest men of England and America were drawn into the controversy.
The question was viewed and discussed in every possible light, but no solu-
tion could be determined upon that would satisfy the coutestants. At last,
five Commissioners were appointed by Congress, who in 1782, met at Trenton,
and for forty-one days, patiently listened to arguments pro and con. Ou the
30th day of December, 1782, after a careful investigation, the Commission
delivered their decision in these words: “We are unanimously of the opinion,
that Connecticut has no right to the land in controversy. We are also
unanimously of the opinion, that the jurisdiction and pre-emption of all the
territory lying within the Charter of Pennsylvania, and now claimed by the
State of Connecticut, do of right belong to the State of Pennsylvania.”
This settled the question of jurisdiction and pre-emption, and it would ap-
pear, to one not conversant with the ways that were dark, of the land specu-
lators of Pennsylvania, that the way was clear for those who had settled
under the auspices of the Susquehanna Company, to transfer their allegiance
to the acknowledged authority, Pennsylvania, and continue on in their work
of pioneer life. But not so, as it will appear from a further examination of
this subject. After the massacre of the Yankees in October, 1763, His
Majesty inhibited any further attempts at settlement within the prescribed
limits, until the troubles with the Indians should become quieted. The Treaty
at Fort Stanwix settled the difficulties, and immediately the Susquehanna
Company perfected arrangements for re-inhabiting the lands formerly occu-
picd by their agents. In pursuance of this design, it was resolved to lay out
five townships, of five miles square, and that there should be granted to two
hundred settlers, who were required to oceupy and hold them against intru-
ders. The Proprietory Government commissioned Charles Stewart, Capt.
Amos Ogden and John Jennings, to lay out two manors, one on the west side
of the river to be called the “ Manor of Sunbury ;” one on the east to be called
the “Manor of Stoke.” These parties were given a loan of one hundred acres
of land each for seven years, on condition that they established an Indian
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trading-house and held the land against intruders. These men took posses-
sion of the houses that had been erected by the murdered Connecticut settlers
and of course the way was open for a quarrel of the greatest magnitude when
the Connecticut people should return, which they did in the month follow-
ing the advent of Stewart, Ogden and Jennings. Finding their houses and
improvements occupied by the Pennamites, they erected a block-house, and
resolved to drive away the Pennsylvania party. They surrounded Ogden’s
block-house and demanded the surrender of its inmates. The wiley Ogden
requested a conference, which was readily granted, when Sheriff Jennings
immediately arrested the whole party, and carried them off to Easton jail.
Here was an evidence of loyalty it is refreshing to contemplate. The Con-
necticut people to the number of forty, all determined men, bent on the de-
struction of the Pennsylvanians, in a moment of time, when confronted with
the Majesty of civil law, surrendering themselves to one man and submitting
to be marched off to jail! The prisoners were released at once on bail and
returned to complete the work they had commenced. Ogden ‘returned and
arrested thirty-thrce and took them to jail, from whence they were at
once released on bail, only to renew the struggle over the prize. In the
spring of 1770, the Connecticut people were reinforced by one hundred and
sixty of their friends, all of whom set to work erecting houses and clearing
land. On the 24th of May, Ogden and Jennings returned, but finding the
opposition too strong, proceeded to Easton and reported the condition of
things to the Governor. The Susquehanna people -desirous of peace, at-
tempted to open negotiations looking to a peaceful settlement of the difficul-
ties and in furtherance of this sent Col. Dyer and Major Elderkin with full
powersto Philadelphia, to adjust all matters in dispute relative to Wyoming

lands.. This effort proved abortive and in the month following Col. Franeis

with an armed force, appeared in the valley and demanded the surrender of
the Connecticut men, but the settlers being strongly fortified no attention was
paid to the Colonel’s demand. In September, Sheriff’ Jennings appeared with
a force of two hundred, when the settlers surrendered. Articles of capit-
ulation were drawn up, and it was stipulated that four of the number should
be delivered up as prisoners, that seventeen of their number'should be per-
mitted to remain to gather the crops of grain, that all other men, women
and children should depart for Connecticut, and that all private property.
should be respected. The sufferings of these poor people, forced from their
homes, just as the inclement season was coming upon them, were terrible
One mother, it is said, roasted the body of her dead child and fed the flesh to
her surviving children, to keep them from starving.

Ogden, to his disgrace as a man and soldier, violated the stipulations and
entered upon the property of the fugitives, capturing everything ealable and
dlspoemg of it for himself and followers. He seized everything worth moving
so that the seventeen men left to gather the grain, having no means of sub-
sistence for - the wintér, were forced to follow their friends to Connecticut.
Ogden, well satisfied with his success, left a few men in charge of the fortifi-
cations, and moved ,with his force to the country below the Blue Ridge and
disbanded, supposing he had eﬂ'ectually stopped any settlement in Wyoming
by the Connecticut people. For four months the territory which had been
the subject of -such bifter disputes, remained in the possession of the Penna-
mites. But, in the spring of 1770, a band of rangers from Paxton, who had
become dissatisfied with the Proprietary Government, under the leadership of
Lazerus Stewart, of Lancaster County, affected an arrangement with the
Susquehanna Company, and proceeding to the valley took possession. Ogden,
who had been recruiting at Philadelphia from the effects of his arduous
labors, in driving defenseless women and children to the forest to perish, was
greatly astonished at the turn of events, and hastily collecting a body of
men returned to Wyoming. Major Durkee, who had been captured by
Ogden the fall before and imprisoned, had in the meantime returned and
united with Stewart. The result was a capture of Ogden and his men, all
of whom except six, who were left to care for the Pennamites’ property,
departed. The Yankees were as forgetful of plighted pledges as the Penna-
mites, and ejected the six men, taking possession of their effects.

An application was made to General Gage,- by the Proprictary Govern-
ment for assistance to dispel the Yankees, but without effect. In May of
1770, Col. Zebulon Butler with a number of followers arrived from Connec-
ticut greatly augmenting the force. Peace now for a time reigned. The
people applied themselves assiduously to the work of building houses,
sowing grain and making preparation for winter. But the enemy that
was to scatter desolation where all was pence and plenty, was near at hand.
In September Ogden, with a large force, entered the valley and captured
several settlers in the field at work. The people in the fort were thrown
into the greatest consternation, at the sudden appearance of so strong a force,

and became easy victims to the impetuous Ogden. The Yankees wereall cap-
tured, some confined at Easton, others in Philadelphia. Ogden again retired
from Wyoming leaving twenty men to hold possession, but he had scarcely dis-
appeared beyond the mountains ere Captain Lazerus Stewart, at the head of
thirty men, broke into the fort in the mght drove the half-awaked, half-
naked garrison out and took possession.

The year 1771 opened with another vigorous effort on the part of the Pro-
prietaries to regain possession of the valley. Ogden, with one hundred men,
reappeared, accompanied by Sheriff Hacklein of Northampton County, who
bore & warrant for the apprehension of Stewart. To the Sheriff’s demand
for a surrender, Stewart returned an cmphatic refusal. An attack was
made by Ogden, which was repulsed with the loss of one killed. The night
following, Stewart, with twenty-six men, left Fort Durkee. He felt con-
scious of having irritated the Pennsylvania Government to such an extent
that his life would doubtless be in jeopardy if captured, and chose to put
distance between himself and the civil officers. The garrison surrendered
and again Ogden held possession of the disputed lands. He had so often
accomplished the same result, hoping that it had been final, and leaving,
found his hopes d1spelled by the ubiquitous Yankees, that he resolved to
remain and hold possession. For two months, he was undisturbed, but soon
his illusive dream of peace vanished, and he found himself, in April of 1771,
closely besieged in Fort Wyoming, by Captains Butler and Stewart. So
closely was he pressed that no opportunity was afforded for obtaining water
or food, and it soon became evident that without some suecor, they must again
fall into the hands of Butler. The man’s energy and bravery were equal to
the emergency, however, and during the night he entered the river and floated
down beyond the sentinels and escaped to Phlladelphla Great excitement
prevailed on his arrival in the city of Brotherly Love, and prompt measures
were taken, and soon a strong- force, with provisions, under command of
Captains Dick and Morris, were on the way to the relief of the beleagured
garrison. But the Yankecs were not asleep. Intimation of the approach of
the Pennsylvanians reached these vigilant officials, and measures were taken
to intercept Ogden. An ambush was laid, the pack-horses with all the pro-
visions were captured, while the men were left to escape to the fort, wherethe
garrison was on the verge of starvation. In this condition their final subju-
gation was only a matter of time. They capitulated and Butler and
Stewart, more merciful than their prisoner, observed the terms of capltula-
tion and left them to pursue their way unmolested. The valley was now in
possession of the Yankees. The fortunes of war had been varied, resulting
in success to one party to-day, the next disaster, and so continuing for the
two years that it had been prosecuted, and naught but the unquenchable
enthusiasm of such men as Ogden on one side, and Lazerus Stewart on the
other withstood the varied, and very questionable success that attended their

- exploits. Happily, the war was ended for a time at least, and the people

began to direct their attention to more peaceful pursuits, and to developing
the latent resources of this truly inviting spot. Up to this time there had
been no form of government or established discipline in Wyoming. The
roiety, composed almost entirely of men who had lost the culture, noticeable
in men who are daily thrown in contact with the softer sex, was rough and
uncouth, One thing observable in the eettlers along the Susquehannsa, was

" the absence of a certain disturbing element, found in most frontier settlements,

the idle and shiftless, who follow after pioncers and are but drones in the
busy life. Every man appeared to be imbued with a determination to make
the most of circumstances, and recover the prestigelost during the struggle
for possession between the contending factions. Almost the first thing to
which the attention of our forefathers was dirccted, the moment they had
emerged from the clouds of war, was the establishment of schools and
churches, for the better support of which permanent arrangements were per-
fected. The original settlers were coiposed of Presbyterians and Baptists
almost exclusively, two societies that at that day could readily and easily
fraternize, thus securing unity of action in the great work to be performed
The Preshyterinns were .generally of Scotch-Irish origin; the Baptist emi-
grated from the New England Colonies,—thus bringing together for the
advancement of the race the encrgies of two classes of people, more liberally
endowed with all the attributes of true moral and physical manhood, than
any other people, probably in the civilized world. What a source of regret
that anything should occur to mar the harmony here prevailing! Who
could estimate the good this combined effort might have accomplished, if per-
mitted to develop its full strength. But Satan was lurking about this Eden,
in the form of the avaricious speculator, and was even then infusing his
.poisoning jealousy into the minds of some. A further account of this civil
strife will be reserved for another chapter. . :
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CHAPTER VL

THE CIVIL WAR OF 1769-84, CONTINUED.

Our fathers crossed the Ocean’s wave
To seck this shore;

They left behind the coward slave

To welter in his living grave ;—

With hearts unbent, and spirits brave,
They sternly bore

Such toils as meaner souls had quelled ;

But souls like these, such toils impelled

’ To soar,— Percival.

As early as 1771, says Pearce, two townships on the West Branch were
settled by emissaries of the Susquehanna Company, and named Charleston
and Judea, to which a few settlers were enticed, and formed a nucleus, about
which, in 1774, people to the number of about one hundred gather. By Act
of the Connecticut Assembly, approved in January, 1774, the Wyoming terri-
tory, was erected into a town to be called Westmoreland. The towns of
Charleston and Judea were included within the limits of this town, as was
nearly.all the territory of Northumberland, which was annexed to Litchfield
County. This act of Connecticut aroused the energies of the proprietaries to
make another attempt to wrest the territory from the Yankees. Accordingly,
in September of 1775, Col. William Plunket, at the head of five hundred
Northumberland militia, moved up to the West Branch of the river from Sun-
bury, and exhibited his bravery by utterly breaking up the infant settlement,
killing one man and taking the rest prisoners, confining them in Sunbury jail.
Col. Plunket, flushed with his victory over the settlement at Muncy, where
with five hundred soldiers he captured a few men and put to flight a number
of women and children, determined, with the sanction of the Proprietary
government, to move up the North Branch and destroy the settlements at
Wyoming. So greatly was he elated with his brilliant success, that he was
utterly forgetful of the ordinary dictates of prudence and collected together
s2ven hundred men in mid-winter and started out on the rash expedition.
He found the Yankees on the alert, who under the command of Captaing
Butler and Stewart, soon cooled Plunket’s military ardor. The prestige of his
former success, availed not against a determined resistance on the partof two
hundred determined men, and the crest-fallen tory retired down the river,
having lost several killed and wounded. This military expedition was accom-
panied by William Cook, Esq., Sheriff of Northumberland County, who was
armed with sundry writs for the arrest of certain offenders. But the worthy
sheriff was not afforded an opportunity to serve his writs and he returned with
Plunket. In the meantime Congress had been petitioned by the settlers for
gome redress. This body being then in-Philadelphia, it was resolved, that
the Assemblies be requested to take the most speedy means to prevent hostili-
tics. 'This resolution produced but little effect on the government of Penn-
sylvania, as evidenced by its action in authorizing the expedition under Plun-
ket, which resulted so disastrously. On the 20th of December Congress took
further cognizance of the matter, and resolved upon the following: “WHnEREAS
a dispute subsists between the Colonies of Connecticut and Pennsylvania
relative to lands on the Susquehanna River, which dispute it is apprehended
if not suspended during the present troubles of the Colonies, will be produc-
tive of pernicious consequences, it is Resolved, That it is the opinion of this
Congress, and it is accordingly recommended, that the contending parties
immediately suspend all hostilities, and avoid every appearance of force until
the dispute can be legally decided ; That all property taken and detained be
immediately restored to the original owners ; That no interruption be given
to either party to the free passing and repassing of persons, behaving them-
selves peaceably, through the disputed territory, as well by land as by water,
without molestation of either persons or property ; That all persons seized
and detained on account of said dispute on either side, be dismissed and per-
mitted to return to their respective homes, and that things being put in the
same situation they were before the late unhappy contest, they continue to
behave themselves peaceably on their respective possessions and improvements
until & legal decision can be had on said dispute, or this Congress shall take
further order thereon, and nothing herein done shall be construed in prejudice
of either party.” This resolution was passed before Plunket had progressed
far.in his contemplated movement against Wyoming, but it produced but little
effect ; no counter orders being sent to him by the autharities, he continued
on his course, with the results already known. It is apparent that the
Proprietary government from some cause, had an interest involved that might
suffer if the dispute was left for settlement to a legal tribunal, and preferred,
by the last resort of Revolutionists, to obtain forcible possession. And

all propositions of the settlers, as well as the general government, were treated
with contempt, by these exemplary descendents of William Penn. But a
storm-cloud was arising in the east of such magnitude as to fill with apprehen-
sion the minds of all, and cause our Susquehanna people to forget for a time,
their local differences, in the consideration of the momentous question of in-
dependence, beside which the troubles of the Yankees, dwindled into insig-
nificance. From the attitude assumed by the Indians it became manifest,
that the Siz Nations had formed a conlition with the English to wage war
upon the Colonists, and from the exposed position of the people of Northumber-
Iand County, it became necessary to devise some means of defense in case of mo-
lestation from their neighbors, whose territory they were occupying. In further-
ance of this design, fortifications were erected at various places along the river,
and every available means of defense was brought into requisition, to be ready
for use in cases of emergency. In the busy preparation for war the people
were not unmindful of the demands of posterity, and every facility within
reach of their limited resources was provided for the education of the young,
for putting the civil government in working order; and much progress was
made during the six years that intervened from the date of Plunket’s expedi-
tion until 1782, notwithstanding the entire valley had been devastated with
the fire, sword and tomahawk. An examination of the conduct of some of
the officers of the British Army during the struggle for Independence, exhibits
a ferocity and fiendishness seldom paralleled, never exceeded clsewhere.
But ns inhuman as was their conduct, as devoid of all feeling of humanity
as they appeared to be, their atrocity pales before the recital of the acts of the
beast Butler and savage Brandt, at the massacre of Wyoming. It seems to
be fitting that the atrocity of such fiends should be faithfully portrayed,
that their conduet may be contrasted with the more despicable of every age,
and enable the present generation to see to what extent man can debase
himself when under the power of the Devil, even when surrounded with the
moral and healthful atmosphere that pervaded the entire Christian world
during the eighteenth century. '

THE MASSACRE ON THE SUSQUEHANNA.

Asearly as the 8th of February, 1778, General Schuyler wrote to Congress:
“There is too much reason to helieve that an expedition will be formed, by
the Indians, against the western frontiers of New York, Virginia and Penn-
sylvania.” The next month he informed them, “A number of the Mohawks
and many of the Onondagas, Cayugas, and Senecas, will commence hostilities
against us as soon as they can ; it would be prudent therefore to take measures
to carry the war into their country—it would require no greater body of troops
to destroy their towns, than to protect the frontier inhabitants.” No effective
measure being taken to repress the hostile spirit of the Indians, numbers
joined the tory refugees, and with this commenced their horrid depredations
and hostilities upon the back settlers, being headed by Colonel Butler, and
Brandt, an half-blooded Indian, of desperate courage, ferocious and cruel
beyond example. Their expeditions were carried on to great advantage by
the exact knowledge which the refugees had of every object of their enterprise,
and the immediate intelligence they received from their friends on the spot.
The weight of their hostilities fell upon the fine new settlement of Wyoming,
gituated on the eastern branch of the Susquehanna, in a most beautiful
country and delightful climate. It was settled and cultivated by a number of
people from Connectieut, who claimed the territory as included in the original
grant to the Connecticut Colony from Charles II. The settlement consisted
of eight townships, each five miles square, beautifully placed on each side of
the river. It had so increased by a rapid emigration, that the scttlers
sent o thousand men to serve in the Continental army. To provide against
the dangers of their remote situation, four forts were erected to cover them
from the incursions of the Indians. But it was their misfortune to have a
considerable mixture of royalists among them; and the two parties were
actuated by sentiments of the most violent animosity, which was not confined
to particular families or places; but permeating every spot where least ex-
pected, served equally to poison the sources of domestic security and happiness,
and to cancel the laws of nature and humanity.

The warnings to the fated settlement were frequent; spies in every garh
appeared among the settlers and their suspicions were aroused. The Indians
by no means being novices in the art of deception, small parties would
frequently appear, making every manifestation of sincerest friendship, and:
Iulling the inhabitants into a fancied state of security, and, at the same time,,
keeping the enemies of their dupes fully advised of all that it was essential to.
the accomplishment of their nefarious schemes. The settlers, however, soon:
took the alarm; Colonel Butler had several times written letters to Con-
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gress and General Washington, acquainting them with the dangers to which’
the people were exposed, and requested assistance; but the letters never
reached their destination, having been intercepted by the tories. A little
before the main attack, some small parties made sudden irruptions, and com-
mitted several robberies and murders ; and from ignorance, or a contempt of
all ties whatever, massacred the wife and five children of a settler sent for
trial to Connecticut, in their own cause. On the third of July, the enemy
suddenly appeared in full force on the Susquehanna, headed by Colonel
Butler, a Connecticut tory, and cousin to Zebulon Butler, the second in com-
mand in the settlement. He was assisted by most of those leaders, who had
made themselves terrible in the frontier war. Their force was about sixteen
hundred strong, one-fourth of which was composed of Indians, lead by their
own chiefs. The whites were so disguised as to be hardly distinguishable
from the Indians. One of the smaller forts, garrisoned mainly by tories, was
given up. Amnother was carried by assault, and all, except the women and
children, massacred in the most inhuman manner. Colonel Zebulon Butler,
leaving a small number to garrison Fort Wilkesborough, crossed the river
with about four hundred men to Fort Kingston, whither the women, children,
and all non-combatants, crowded for protection. He suffered himself to be
enticed from his fortress by his cousin, and agreed to miarch out and hold a
conference with the enemy in the open field, at so great a distance from the
fort, as to be beymid all protection from it. Upon their withdrawing,
according to their own proposition, in order to hold a parley for the conclu-
sion of a treaty, he marched out about four hundred armed men, nearly
the whole strength of the garrison—so great was his distrust of the enemy—to
guard him to the place for holding the parley. On his arrival, he found
nobody to treat with, and advanced toward the foot of the mountain in
pursuit of a flag, to show the enemy his desire to comply with all that they
could ask. Suddenly he was freed from his delusion, by being surrounded
and fiercely attacked from all sides. He fought with bravery, notwithstanding
the surprise, and at the end of three-quarters of an hour, evidently was
becoming master of the situation, when a soldier, under & misapprehension of
orders, or overcome by fear for personal safety, cried aloud, “the Colonel has
ordered a retreat.” This exhibition of poltroonery decided the fate of the
heroic band. In the state of confusion that ensued, an unresisted slaughter
commenced, while the enemy broke in on all sides unobstructed. Colonel
Zebulon Butler, and about seventy of his men escaped ; the men got across
theriver to Fort Wilkesborough ; the Colonel made his way to Fort Kingston,
which was invested the next day on the land-side. The enemy, in a spirit of
heartless barbarity, sent the bloody scalps of one hundred and ninety-six of
their late comrades into the fort, to despirit the already demoralized garrison.
In the evening, the Colonel quitted the fort with his family, and went down
the river, being probably the only officer that escaped. Colonel Nathan
Dennison, who succeeded to the command, sceing the impossibility of an
effectual resistance, went with a flag to Colonel Butler, to know what terms he
would grant on a surrender ; to which application, Butler responded, with a
savageness that would have shamed the most inhuman of his savage followers
—the hatchet. Dennison having defended the fort, till most of the garrison
were killed or disabled, surrendered at discretion. Some of the unhappy
persons were carried away alive; but the most were shut up in houses and
barracks, and consumed; while their less than savage conquerers danced
around in hellish glee. The savages then crossed the river to the only remain-
ing fort, Wilkesborough, the inmates of which, in hopes of mercy, surrendered
without-demanding any conditions. Here were stationed about seventy Con-
tinental soldiers, who had been engaged in the defense of the frontiers; these
were butchered in the most inhuman manner; the butchers using every
ingenuity to aggravate and prolong the tortures of their victims. The
remaining men, women and .children, were confined in houses, and suffered
death by being burned together.

A general scene of devastation was now spread through all the townships.
Fire, sword, and other instruments of destruction slternating, until every
settlement, except those occupied by tories, was destroyed, and the inhabitants
butchered or driven from their homes. The barbarities of the inhuman
monster Butler, extended to the stock of the wretched people; many were
slaughtered; others, with tongues cut out, were left to die the death of staiva-
tion. Some cases of especial cruelty were practiced. Among others, Captain
Bedlock was stripped, his body filled with splinters and set on fire; Captains
Kernsey and Durger, were thrown alive into flames, and held in place with
pitch-forks, until death relieved their sufferings. The carnage ceased only for
,want of victims. A few women and children were fortunate enough to escape
to the woods, and became fugitives from their now desolate homes. The
sufferings endured by these helpless wanderers, many of whom perished in their

flight, will only be known when the final pages of this atrocious scene are
unfolded to view at the bar of judgment. These scenes were enacted within
the limits of Northumberland County, in an age when the refining influences
of Christianity had softened the heart of mankind toward its fellows, and
taught us that the principle virtue of the truly good was charity.

We may search in vain among the annals of the days of the Spanish Inqui-
sition, for a parallel to the inhumanity exhibited by the monster Butler, in
his ruthless destruction of the defenseless of his own race, and, in some cases
his own blood. Hunt the records of the dark ages through for a more un-
feeling, beastly sentiment, than that of his reply to the brave Dennison, when
secking some mitigation of cruelty for his followers, he asked for the terms of
surrender; “the hatchet” was the only response of this blood-stained wretch.
Volumes have been written, of the sufferings of the people of Wyoming, but
never can American people rightly appreciate Butler, and his banditti,
or the nation that fostered and sustained him in his horrid work. Over two
hundred settlers of the Susquehanna met with violent deaths at the time of
this massacre, and many were killed by the Indians, who, at various times,
stealthily songht isolated settlements, and with fire and hatchet destroyed every
vestige of civilization. No sooner had the little settlement partially re-
covered from this shock, than they found themselves again arrayed against
the whole power of the Pennsylvanian government. Connecticut had with-
drawn all claim to jurisdiction after the decrce of the commission at Trenton
and left the weak Colonists to contend with their old enemies. No com-
munity of equal extent in the country had responded so nobly to the call
for troops during the war as the little territory of Northumberland County.
Many of her best citizens had perished in the struggle for Independence.
Many widows and orphans had been left hopelessly dependent upon the charity
of those little more fortunate than themselves. As a consequence, the ability
of the people to defend themselves was much less than formerly ; and it would
seem that after all the bitter experiences of the past that any sacrifice would
have been made rather than renew the internecine strife. But human nature
is very much alike, whether found among the Yankees and Pennamites of
Northumberland in 1780, or more civilized localities in this the Centennial
year, and each party was thoroughly imbued with a consciousness of the
rectitude of their conduct. The petition of the settlers to Congress for redress
at this time, presents to view a condition of things that it would seem shouid
melt the strongest heart, and prompt those having the necessary power to
the perfection of some measure for relief. The petition was worded as follows :
“We have settled a country which in its original state of but little value, but
now cultivated by your memorialists, is of the greatest importance to them,
being their all. We are yet alive, but the richest blood of our neighbors and
friends, parents, children and husbands, has been spilt in the general cause
of our country, and we have suffered everything this side of death. We
supplied the Continental army with many valuable officers and soldiers, and
left ourselves weak and unguarded against the attack of the savages, and
others more savage by nature. Our houses are desolate, many mothers are
childless, widows and orphans are multiplied, our habitations are destroyed
and many of our neighbors reduced to beggary.” But all this availed nothing
against the cupidity of innumerable speculators who infested the Proprietaries,
to use force in dispelling the Connecticut people. The General Assembly
appointed a commission, consisting of Joseph-and William Montgomery and
Joseph McLean, with instructions to repair to Wyoming and compromise
the dispute between the settlers and the Commonwealth. This committee
recommended that the settlers be allowed land in the western part of the State
as consideration for their improvements, provided they would enter into con-
tracts to relinquish all claims, and remove immediately. Such a foul wrong
as this report contemplated to inflict upon the intended victims would, of
course, arouse the indignation of any one with the least atom of manhood:
but unjust and outrageously unfair as it was it received the sanction of the
self-righteous Friends who claimed the soil of Pennsylvania, and of all their
emissaries. = Among the latter was one Patterson, who had been in the employ
of the Penns for many years, and at this time held the appointment of justice
of the peace in' Northumberland County. He, with his associates, backed by
a military force, commenced a system of contemptible and cowardly annoyances
upon the Yankees, by quartering the soldiers upon the inhabitants, arresting
people and confining them under guard within the fort, and inflicting upon
them every indignity that would suggest itself to a depraved and cowardly
spirit like his. Old men suffering with disease, men who had spent years
fighting the British foe, and had just returned to their homes, were hurried
off to a loathesome prison, destitute of even a floor, and there compelled to lie
down, the guard being instructed to shoot any who attempted to rise. The
men secure in prison, Patterson turned the women and children out of doors
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and put his followers in possession of their homes. Petitions were sent to
Congress, to the Assemblies of Pennsylvania and Connecticut, but without
avail. On the 13th and 14th days of May, 1784—days that will be ever
memorable on the Susquehanna River, for the consummation of the most
fiendish deeds ever perpetrated by mortal man—DPatterson’s soldiers dispos-
sessed one hundred and fifty families, and forced five hundred men, women
and children to march through the wilderness to the Delaware, sixty miles
distant. “Several children died from starvation and exposure; women just
ready for confinement were compelled to wade swollen streams, and the suf-
ferings of the entire impoverished throng were beyond the possibility of pen
or tongue to describe. Cripples on crutches, babes in the mother’s arms, the
helpless conveyed on litters, were driven along at the point of the bayonet,
through a dreary, uninhabited wilderness.” Patterson overreached himself
by his wanton cruelty, and drew forth the indignation of all good men, and
by none was his unauthorized and outrageous course denounced more strongly
than by the people of this County. The scttlers were powerless to help
themselves, and they could only appeal to the authoritics for redress. The
next move on the part of the Pennsylvania Government, was the appointment
of Colonel Armstrong and Hon. John Boyd, with full power to restore peace
to Wyoming. In August, 1784, the commissioners arrived in the valley, with
three hundred infantry and fifteen cavalry. They issued their proclamation
declaring peace and good order, and demanding a cessation of hostilities.
The Yankees accepted his promises and were immediately arrested; some
were sent to Easton to jail, forty-two others to Sunbury. Of those sent to
Sunbury, ten escaped on the morning of the 25th of August, when the rest
were forced into a dirty dungeon and treated with the utmost rigor until
finally released on bail. Those confined at Easton, overcame their keeper
and released themselves. The perfidious Armstrong was removed, but shortly
afterward was promoted to the rank of general, and returned to the valley
on the 17th of August, in command of one hundred men. An engagement
ensued in which Armstrong was defeated. The next day Armstrong sent
thirty men to gather buckwheat on the flats, but they were surrounded by the
Yankees, and the grain captured. At this junction, the Assembly of Penn-
sylvania passed an Act, restoring the dispossessed Yankees to their lands and
homes, a conciliatory measure of but temporary relief however. The settlers
at once commenced devising measures for protection, organized the militia,
with Franklin for colonel, and appointed committees to prepare some form
of government. An effort was made by Franklin to erect a new State,-out of
the precincts of Pennsylvania. The authorities at Philadelphia saw at once
that the infamous policy pursued by Pennsylvania was fast leading to a dis-
memberment of the State, and that it became necessary to adopt other and
prompt measures. Timothy Pickering, a lawyer of distinguished ability was
requested to repair to Wyoming, and examine into the condition of things
there. This he did in the months of August and September, 1786, and re-
turned to Philadelphia, reporting that ““ Yankees were entirely satisfied with
the constitution of Pennsylvania, and were ready to submit to its government,
provided they could be quieted in the possession of their farms.” September
25th, of the same year, Luzerne County was organized, and Pickering, Hol-
Ienback and others, were commissioned justices of the peace. On the 27th
of December, notice was served on the electors of Luzerne, through Picker-
ing, Butler and Franklin, that an election would be held, on the first day
of February, 1787, for the election of one supreme Councillor, one member
of the House of Representatives, and high Sheriff.  This was an exquisite
strategic movement, intended to divide the Yankees—and succeeded. Frank-
lin was elected to the General Assembly, but he failed to be caught in the
cunningly spread net, and stubbornly adhered to his former position, refusing
to take a seat in the Assembly. On the 28th of March, following the elec-
tion, the Pennsylvania authorities, seeing the utter failure to gain any van-
tage ground by the futilous course, so long pursued, passed what was known
as the “ confirming law,” and appointed Pickering, Montgomery and Muhlen-
berg a commission, to sit at Wilkesharre and decide upon contestant claims,
So often had the plighted faith of the agents of the government been broken,
that the Yankees watched with great distrust the action of the commis-
sioners. Pickering had long been known as a man of unswerving rectitude,
and strictly honorable in all his dealings; he pledged his honor as security for
the good faith of Pennsylvania, but still he was distrusted. A public meet-
ing was called, which was addressed by the friends of each party. Franklin
délivered a most sarcastic and withering speech, in which he denounced the
conduct of Pennsylvania as well as his former friends, who had been
estranged from their common cause, and now took sides with Pickering.
The long pent-up emotions of the excited multitude could not be restrained,
and the convention broke up in a row, in which fists and clubs were freely

used.  Order was finally restored and a vote taken, which resulted in an ac-

ceptance of the privileges guaranteed in the Confirming Act. IFranklin in
vain attemipted to unite the people again, in which effort he was seconded
by General Lthan Allen; the people had tired of disorder, and eagerly ac-
cepted any compromise that would tend to quiet the disturbing elements of
their society. His fierce nature knew no submission—he harangued the
people daily, denouncing the authorities and demanding the repeal of' the
confirming law, which was mainly brought about by two clergymen of the
place.  Franklin was arrested and carried oft to Philadelphia, and the wild,
turbulent Yankees finally subdued, through the consunimate tact and ability
of Colonel Pickering.

The Legislature of Pennsylvania, finally, in 1799, passed the compromise
law, under which Pennsylvania claimants were compensated. Commis-
sioners appointed under this Jaw, examined the nature of different claims,
and if it appeared that a Connecticut claimant was an actual settler before
the Trenton deeree, certificates were issued confirming the title by the pay-
ment of a small consideration. This restored peace to the community, which,
for a period of thirty years, had been distracted by o bitter strife, in which
passion and selfishness had predominated, and the voice of reason been
unheeded. No more striking instance of the ungovernableness of man,
when blinded by passion, and controlled wholly by selfishness, is afforded
in the annals of history, than that found in the history of the civil wars on the
Susquehanna. The Connecticut party justly deemed themselves the victims
of harsh usage, and partial legislation; and being of the same blood as those
who, in Boston harbor, gave the British government so distinetly to under-
stand that they would submit to no wrong, it is not surprising that they ob-
stinately resisted the arbitrary proceedings of Pennsylvania. The conduct
of the government of the Penns, and after their retirement, of the Common-
wealth, was without excuse. The vacillating legislation exposed her to the
severest criticism. The General Assembly was undoubtedly corruptly in-
fluenced in the repeal of wholesome measures, that would have allayed un-
pleasant fecling, and at any time, restored quiet. The attitude assumed by
Pennsylvania, and the injustice perpetrated upon the claimants on the Sus-
quehanna, by reason of her unwise legislation, is graphically set forth in a re-
port made by the High Court of Censors—a body that convened once in
seven years, and to which wis preferred the complaints of the wronged settlers.

After a careful investigation, this tribunal reported as follows: “Itis the
opinion of this Council that the decision made at Trenton carly in 1783, be-
tween the State of Connecticut and this Commonwealth, concerning the
territorial rights of both, was favorable to- Pennsylvania. It likewise
promised the happiest consequences to the confederacy, as an example
was therchy set of two contending sovereignties adjusting their differences in
a court of justice, instead of involving themselves, and perhaps their con-
federates, in war and bloodshed. It is much to be regretted, that this happy
event was not improved on the part of this State as it might have been.
That the persons claiming lands, at and near Wyoming, occupied by emigrants
from Connecticut, now become subjects of Pennsylvania, were not left to pros-
ecute their claims in the proper course without the intervention of the legisla-
ture. That a body of troops was enlisted, after the Indian war had ceased and
the Civil government had been established, and placed at Wyoming—for
no other apparant purpose than that of promoting the interests of the
claimants under the former grants of Pennsylvania. That these troops were
kept up and continued there, without the license of Congress, in violation of
the Confederation. That they were suffered, without restraint, to injure and op-
press the neighboring inhabitants, during the course of the winter. That the
injuries done to these people excited the compassion and interposition of the
State of Connecticut, who, thereupon, demanded of Congress another hearing,
in order to investigate the private claims of the settlers at Wyoming, formerly
inhabitants of New England, who from this instance of partiality in our
rulers, have been led to distrust the Justice of the State; when in the mean
time, numbers of soldiers, and other disorderly persons, in a most riotous
and inhuman manner, expelled the New England settlers before mentioned,
from their habitations, and drove them towards the Delaware, through un-
settled and almost impassable ways, leaving these unhappy outcasts to suffer
every species of misery and distress. That this armed force stationed, as
aforesaid, at Wyoming, as far as we can see, without any public advantage
in view, has cost the Commonwealth the sum of £4,460, and upwards, for-
the base levying, providing and paying of them, besides other expenditures.
of public monies. That the authority for embodying these troops was given.
privately, and unknown to the good people of Pennsylvania; the same being:
directed by a mere resolve of the House of Assembly, brought in and read
the first time on Monday, the 22d of September, 1788, when on motion,
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and by special order, the same was read a second time and adopted. That
the putting this resolve on the secret Journal of the House, and concealing
it from the people, after the war with the savages had ceased, and the in-
habitants of Wyoming had submitted to the government of the State, suffi-
ciently marks and fixes the clandestine and partial interest of the arma-
ment, no such condition having been thought necessary ju the defense of the
northern and western frontiers during the late war. And lastly, we regret
the fatal example which this transaction has set of private persons, at least
equally able with their opponents to maintain there own cause, procuring
the interest of the Commonwealth in their behalf, and the aid of the pub-
lic treasury. The opprobrium, which from hence has resulted to this State,
and the dissatisfaction and prospect of dissention, now existing with one of
our sister States, the violation of the confederation, and the injury hereby
done to such of the Pennsylvania claimants of land at Wyoming, occupied
ag aforesaid, as have given no countenance to, but on the contrary have dis-
avowed these extravagant proceedings. In short we lament that our gov-
ernment has in this business manifested little wisdom or foresight ; nor have
acted as guardians of the rights of the people committed to their care.
Impressed with the multiplied evils which have sprung from the imprudent
management of this business, we hold it up to public censure, to prevent, if
possible, further instances of bad government, which might convulse and
distract our new-formed nation.”

CHAPTER VIL
THE CENTENNIAL OF CHEMISTRY—DR. PRIESTLY.

THE first day of August, 1874, was a memorable one to the denizens of
the quiet little borough of Northumberland. At an early hour, it was evi-
dent that something was about to occur, sufficiently apart from the usual
routine of the humdrum of life, of the quiet, contented people of this se-
cluded nook, to arouse from their lethargy those who, for a generation, had
floated along the current without an effort to change its course. Years had
passed, stirring events had followed each other in rapid succession, changing
society, revolutionizing science, destroying nations, establishing others from
the ruins, since the earth had closed over the wearied form of him who was
the principal actor in the wonderful event, that the unusual assemblage at
Northumberland had convened to commemorate. One hundred years be-
fore, Dr. Joseph Priestly, in the investigation of his beloved science, had made
the all important discovery of oxygen gas. To those uninformed as to the
influence of this single element upon all animated life, it would probably
seem that a feeling had been aroused wholly unproportioned to the magni-
tude of the event; but to those who had devoted valuable lives to the investi-
gation of the abstruse science, the interest manifested was hardly commensu-
rate with the importance of the discovery to the genus homo. The purpose
of the multitude was made manifest in the address of Col. David Taggart,
who welcomed the assembled scientists of the nation in words which ade-
quately explained the object of the convention.

“I have been chosen by my fellow-citizens to offer to the learned and dis-
tinguished men and women, who have gathered here to commemorate a
grand discovery and to honor a great name, a brief but earnest welcome.
‘We cannot follow you through the wide realms of science, nor explore very
deeply the mysteries of nature, for we know more about oxen than oxygen,
and a great deal more about the whey of milk than the Milky Way, but
we can move with equal step in paying tribute of respect and reverence to
the illustrious man, who, eighty years ago, found among “the rude forefathers”
of this hamlet, a quiet home, and, seventy years ago, an honored grave.

“While in the lapse of everlasting time,all human names must be forgot-
ten, many ages will have come and gone and left their silent footmarks on
the earth, before that of Priestly will pass from the memories and the re-
cords of his fellow-men. . He has written it in letters of light and glory,
upon the highest and broadest pillar of the universe. By right of genius
and labor, he takes rank with “the dead but sceptered sovereigns who still
rule our spirits from their urns.”

“Like the eagle, he built his eyrie upon the mountain top, inaccessible to
vulgar intrusions. In that pure atmosphere he dwelt not above human
spite, jealousy, and detraction—for it is easier to get below than above them,
—but above their annoyances. The shafts of bigots and fools were aimed at
him, but they could not penetrate the triple armor, which Philosophy, En-
thusiasm, and Truth had thrown around him. Like you, gentlemen, he

made science his mistress, and with a pure heart and an untiring mind he
worshipped her “Through long days of labor, and nights devoid of ease,”
and to-day he stands with Galileo, Newton, Harvey, Franklin, Faraday and
Humboldt, grand, colossal, and enduring, one of the great high-priests in
the boundless and beautiful Temple of Nature.

“A brutal English mob could burn his dwelling, and in an hour of politi-
cal madness and religious frenzy, destroy the work of years, but it could not
stay the indomitable energy of his genius, nor dim the lustre of his well-
earned renown. While the miserable wretches who composed that mob have
long ago given back to the great element which he discovered, seventy-five per
cent. of their worthless carcasses, more than eighty years afterward, his great
pame is a talisman to draw to this quiet village, many of the most renowned
knowledge-gatherers of the nation—besides several from New Jersey, and
Canada,—an aristocracy of learning and intellect that can afford to look
down from its high citadels of thought and achievement, with pity, if not
contempt, upon the mere vulgar aristocracy of blind accident, the painted
caterpillars of pretentious, illiterate wealth.

“As T am not vain enough to suppose that any one cares to listen to me,
when such illustrious names are upon the bills, I will merely reiterate to
you, men and women of sense and science, in behalf of all my neighbors,
a very sincere and unfeigned welcome, to our homes and to our hearts.
And let me assure you most earnestly, that we are not only willing, but
anxious, to do all things possible to make you remember with pleasure your
well-timed pilgrimage to the home and grave of the greatest-discoverer of
his time.”

The people of the present and future have a deep interest in the events
that made up the life of the truly great Priestly. A history of his life and
acts, forms an essential feature in the history of the community in which he
dwelt and labored. The discoveries made by him, here, in the home of his
adoption, sufficiently indicate the character of the man, when judged from
a scientific standpoint. His writings on politics and kindred subjects, indi-
cate his standing as a politician and man of letters. His free way of think-
ing, and free style of writing, were somewhat at variance with the strict
Federalist sentiments of the dominant party of his day, which brought him
into a controversy with the factionists that affected his popularity with the
masses ; otherwise, he could easily have been the leading politician of his
time. His logic was potent, but sometimes a little rough. His manner of
expression, piquant;which led doubtless to a greater degree ofasperity among
his reviewers, than was deserved. His friends were numerous, his confidants
but few. His compositions would fill volumes, which written for the public
eye and expressive of the views of a liberal-minded man, who lived many
years in advance of the age, were not the true tests of his real character.
His honest convictions are best exhibited in his private correspondence.
One of his letters written to & prominent member of Congress, between
whom and Priestly there was an affinity of feeling on all questions of real
moment, is here published, as best illustrative, perhaps, of his political
status: ‘

NORTHUMBERLAND, Jan. 7, 1799.

“DeARr Sir: As you do not complain of the liberty I have taken, I shall
trouble you pretty often in the same way. As my son has probably sailed
before this time, % wish you would tell Mr. Gales that he agreed with Mr.
Kennedy, the printer in this town, about. the printing of my “Comparison
of the Institution of Moses,” &e., and undertook to buy a quantity of type
for the work, and that I have seen the paper maker; so that if, as he writes
to Mr. Degruchy, he has made any agreement with Mr. Gales about the
printing of the same work, he must have forgotten what was done here, and
that I think myself bound by. If he has agreed with him about the print-
ing of the Church History, it is very well, and part of the copy shall be
sent to Mr. Gales whenever he chooses.

“You say you wish I were as zealqus a friend of America as Mr. Hone is
of France. Both Mr. Hone and myself, as well as Dr. Price, and many
others, were as zealous in the cause of America as he now is in that of
France. If I had not been so, I should not have come hither, nor am I
changed at all. I like the country and the Constitution of your Govern-
ment as much as ever. The change, dear sir, is in you, It is clear to me
that you have violated your Constitution in several essential articles, and
act upon maxims by which you may defeat the whole object of it. Mr.
Adams openly disapproves the most fundamental article of it, viz: the elec-
tion of the Executive. But as you say, we cannot see our own prejudices,
and cherish them as truths. '

“I may be doing wrong in writing so freely, and I have been desired to be
cautious with respect to what I write to you. But I am not used to secrecy
and caution, and I cannot adopt a new system of conduct now. There 1s
no person in this country to whom I write on the subject of politics besides
yourself, nor do I recollect what I have written, but I do not care who sees

what I write, or knows what I think on any subject. You may if you please

show all my letters to Mr. Adams himself. I like his address on the open-
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ing of the Congress, and I much approve of his conduct in several respects.
I like him better than your late President. He is more undisguised. We
easily know what he thinks and what he would do, but I think his answers
to several of the addresses, are mere intemperate railing, unworthy of a
statesman.

“ My general maxims of policy are, I believe, peculiar to myself. When I
mentioned them to Mr. Adams he was pleased to say that “if any nation
could govern itself by them it would command the world.” Of this I am
fully persuaded; but he has departed very far from them. All that I can
expect is the fate of the poet Lee, who when he was confined in a mad-house
and was asked by some stranger why he was sent thither, replied “I said
the world was mad and the world said I was mad, and they outvoted me.”
My plan would prevent all war and almost all taxes. Butif the calamitics
of war, heavy taxation, the pestilence, or any other evil, be required for
the discipline of nations, as I believe that in the present state of things they
are, they will be introduced from some cause or other. This country, as well
as others, wants a scourge and you are preparing one for yourselves.

“With every good wish to you and your country, I am dear Sir, (though
an alien) yours sincerely, J. PrissTiy.”

The growth of science is most clearly shown in the sketch of Priestly’s
life, which is extracted from an address delivered by Professor Henry H.
Croft, at the Centennial Anniversary of Chemistry. “Priestly’s life may be
said to have been two-fold or manifold. He was an ardent investigator of
scientific truths; he was also an earnest, honest, free-thinking politician.”
So multitudinous are his works on these and many other subjects; so versa-
tile seem his talents to have been, that as, Dumas remarks, we feel almost
inclined to believe there must have been two or more Priestly’s, just as some
have imagined there must have been fwo bearing the name of Raymond
Lullius. Few writers have been more voluminous; but Brougham remarks,
few are now less read.

Born at Fieldhead, near Leeds, in 1733, of very strict Calvinistic parents,
Joseph Priestly, at a very carly age, acquired strong religious tendencies;
but, although at first a Calvinist, he soon began to entertain ideas for him-
self, and got into a state of doubt, becoming somewhat of a convert to Ar-
minianism. At this time we find him devoting himself to the study of not
only the ancient languages, such as Latin and Greek, together with the
modern ones, but also in aid of his biblical studies, of Hebrew, Arabie,
Chaldee and Syriac. His power of acquiring languages, and his memory
generally, seem to have been enormous, and rendered him in future years a
most formidable antagonist in all those polemical discussions, in which he
was so prone to engage. His religious opinions were what, at that time, was
considered peculiar and heterodox; and, on attempting to enter the minis-
try, he was rejected on account of his views with regard to the original sip,
the atonement, and eternal damnation, views, which resulting from his own
fervent convictions, he maintained openly and fearlessly, and subsequently,
although acting as a preacher at Needham, he failed to become popular,
partly on account of an impediment in his speech, but more from his known
tendency to Arianism and to Socinianism. To the latter sect, better known
under the name of Unitarians, he finally belonged. Brougham sarcasti-
cally remarks, that the people of Needham probably thought their privilege
of hell-torments to be rudely invaded by their preacher. His disbelief also
in the Trinity being notorious, he very soon—at the early age of twenty-five,
got into a disagreeable controversy with many parties, and had to leave
Needham. At Nantwich he succeeded better, established a school, and
commenced his scientific studies, for which however, he had had very little
preliminary preparation. These he continued afterwards at Warrington,
whither he removed in 1761.

An acquaintance with Benjamin Franklin, led him to turn his attention
to electricity, and within the year he produced his “History of Electricity,”
a work which, although thought much of at that time as a useful compila-
tion, does not seem to hiave added greatly to his reputation; the same may
be said, to a greater extent with regard to his “History of Vision,” both
works being too rapidly and carelessly written, & common fault with all of
Priestly’s writings. He made a number of experiments on eleectricity,
which, although not adding much to the science, rendered his name so well
known, that he was elected member of the Royal Society. About this time,
there was an opportunity of his being appointed chaplain on Captain Cook’s
second voyage, but here his unfortunate religious opinions came in his way,
and he was rejected by the admiralty on account of his heterodoxy. While
at Warrington, 17611769, his pen was most prolific, and among his writ-
ings may be mentioned, “A Theory of Languages,” books on “Oratory and
Criticism,” on “History and General Policy,” on the “Constitution and Laws
of England,” on “Education,” “A Chart of Biography,” “A Chart of History.’
In 1767, he removed to Leeds, and became minister of Millhill Chapel, and

wrote many controversial books and pamphlets. In after times he wrote
“Letters to & Philozophical Institution,” “An Answer to Gibbon,” “Disquisi-
tions on Matter and Spirit,” “Corruption of Chemistry,” “Early Opinions cn
Christ,” “Familiar Letters to the Inhabitants of Birmingham,” “T'wo Differ-
ent Histories of the Christian church,” and a large number of other works.
Suflicient have been named to show his great industry and the versatility of
his mind.  In 1773, he entered the serviee of Lord Shelburne, afterwards
Marquis of Landsdown, as chaplain, and remained with him seven years,
leaving with a pension of £150 per annum, and no ill feeling on
either side, but probably from the openness with which he expressed, and
the pertinacity with which he maintained his views on religious and politi-
cal subjects. In Lord Shelburne’s company, he visited Paris, and various
parts of the continent, and at Paris was present at a discussion between two
chemists as to the nature of red percipilate, now known as “mercuric
oxide.” It is not improbable that what he heard that day led to his future
experiments, and hence to this meeting.

Leaving Lord Shelburne, in 1780, he settled in Birmingham, and con-
tinued his scientific and theological studies and writings for several years.
Unfortunately he entered into n violent controversy with members of the
Established Church, and, as he had no hesitation in expressing his views very
freely, and did not confine himself to polemical discussion with the above
named sect, but equally with Calvinists, Arminians, Ariang, Preshyterians,
Methodists, Roman Catholics and Swedenborgians, it is not to be wondered at
that he got into some disrepute. It was not sufficient for any one to agree
with him partially, he must agree entirely; a deviation of a thou-
sandth of an inch, either one way or the other, constituted an antagonism.
Indeed, it is doubtful whether any one ever entertained Dr. Priestly’s belief,
except Dr. Priestly himself.

Whatever amount of toleration in religious matters there may be in Eng-
land now, there was much less a century ago. The Established Church
looked upon all Dissenters with suspicion and dislike; and the government
of the day, fearing the introduction of reform and liberal opinions, emanating
generally from the dissenting portion of the community, took much the
same view. So powerful a writer on religion and politics, was an eye-sore
to a Tory government. Burke’s paper on the French Revolution had been
answered by Priestly in such a manner as to arouse the indignation of that
statesman, and to cause him to attack Priestly with great virulence, even in
the House of Commons. Priestly had rendered himself obnoxious to the
church by his so-called heterodox ideas on religious matters; to the govern-
ment, by his bold advocacy of liberal opinions; to the people of England,
generally, by his openly expressed admiration of the French Republic. The
popular feeling was at that time very strong against France; and the fact
of a minister of religion expressing his admiration of a system, which only
three wecks before had been instrumental in causing those atrocious butch-
eries which disgraced the French Republic, naturally created a feeling
against Priestly, for which, however, he was not in the least accountable,
any more than the British nation wag guilty of the unwarrantable treatment
to which he was shortly submitted, at the hands of a mob, and some prejudi-
cial parties.

On a celebration of the storming of the Bastile, held at Birmingham, at
which, however, Priestly was not present, popular feeling rose to such a
hight, that the church and house of Priestly, and those of many of his
friends, were destroyed by the mob. We know what an unreasoning thing
a mob is. You, in the United States, are not entirely unacquainted with it.
On a recent visit to England, I went to Nottingham and saw the castle, one
of the most magnificent edifices of England, in ruins, from some absurd
popular outbreak, I believe the Chartists. Priestly, not sure of his life in
Birminghan, went to London, and here found the feeling still strongly
against him; a feeling for which I shall not attempt to apologize, as it is
gomething which at this time we can searcely conceive. He had the greatest
difficulty in obtaining lodging, the landlord being afraid of his house.being
burned down. He wasshunned by the members of the Royal Society. His
life was embittered, and he left England for a land where he was sure his
religious and political opinions might be freely promulgated, without inter-
ference or complaint. He was somewhat wrong; the same odium, which
attached to him in the old country, accompanied him here to a slighter ex-
tent. Clergymen of any other sect looked on him as a heathen, though,
when they came to kuow him, acknowledged their transgressions. His po-
litical prineiples found no favor with the Adam’s administration, and I am
told he was threatened with expulsion from the country, Under Jefferson’s
reign, Priestly was at peace, and ended his days, after a continued writing
on religious and scientific subjects, here, where we are assembled to-day.
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CHAPTER VIIL

HORSE-RACING —BEAR SHOW-—FOOT-RACING—EARLY MANUFACTURES—
FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION—FRANKLIN'S LETTERS—DOMESTIC
TRAGEDY—SHAMOKIN AND MAHANOY—EARLY TIMES SCHOOLMASTER—
SUNBURY COURT—ETC. ‘

A FEW incidents, amusing and otherwise, have been collected together illus-
trative of the men and times of years ago. The amusements entered into
show the tastes of our forefathers. The extract from the proceedings of a

4th of July celebration, the patriotic ardor that pervaded the minds of -

those who so recently had come into possession of the inheritance of a free
government ; the schoolmaster’s letter, the standard of excellence of ped-
agogism ; the difliculties encountered by Mr. Montgomery, the feeling re-
garding the innovations of machinery ; the letters from Franklin and
others; all show the character of the people composing the pioneer settle-
ments of our county.

HORSE-RACING.

Much time was spent in the early days of our county, by our fast old
men, in horse-racing, cock-fighting and fox-chasing. Fox-chasing was the
favorite amusement, and whenever the condition of the ground would admit
of it, many of the gentlemen of the day would be seen flying over the hills
and ravines on their blooded hunters, proceeded by a band of forty or fifty
hounds in search of poor Reynard. The first at the death won the brush,
and was entitled to all the whiskey that could be consumed and five public
suppers. Horse-racing also had its devotees, among others one Mr. Grant,
who resided above Sunbury, and who was the owner of a fast beast recog-
nized by the name of Crooked-tail. On one occasion Mr. Grant arranged
for a trial of speed between his favorite and a celebrated horse from Lan-
caster, and staked $1000 on the race. So greatly was he excited over the
approaching race, that three days before the trial he was prostrated with
fever, which terminated fatally a few hours after it was announced to him

- that his horse was beaten.
BEAR SHOW.

Many years ago, there appeared at the hostelry of Mr. Prince, who, at that
time, kept the once famous hotel where the Court House now stands in Sun-
bury, a tall, lank, eadaverous-looking individual, whose twang and garb at
once proclaimed him a native of Plymouth Rock, or some spot contiguous
thereto, leading an enormous black bear. The bear was fastencd in the stable,
and handbills put up, announcing that for the small sum of six-and-a-quarter
cents, the citizens of Sunbury could examine a specimen of the Zoological
kingdom yelept a bear. Many visited and admired old Bruin, and, among
others, Thomas Robins, a rough, harsh spoken, and harsher appearing indi-
vidual, who was the owner of a large bull-dog which he offered at once to pit
against the bear for a fight. The Yankee accepted at once, and put up five
dollars as a wager, which was covered by Robins, the fight to come off the
next day but one. At the time appointed, a large number of people paid their
fip-and-a-bit and entered the stable to witness the set-to. Robins, confident
of winning the stakes, came forth with his mastiff, and, at the word, the:
canine made a spring for the bear’s nose. A blow, administered with lightning
quickness by the sleepy-looking child of the forest, a fierce yell from the
dog, and the fight ended. The dog was seen to fly through the air with the
rapidity of light, struck the side of the harn with a loud: thud, fell back,
and disappearcd like a shot from a rifle through the door. Robins, crest-
fallen, handed over the stakes, and left swearing vengeance against the timo-
rous dog. ' . :

' EARLY AMUSEMENTS.

John Cowden and David Taggart, two of the early settlers from Ireland,
became involved in a dispute as to speed and bottom on a foot-race, and it
was decided to determine the vexed question by a race. The distance was
measured off. Taggart to run over one-half of the course, and carry Johnny
Dentlar, a pursy little subject with a breath of beam equalling or exceed-
ing his keel. Taggart lost, as he claimed, because Dentlar could not ride
well. The race excited a good deal of interest, and served to amuse the peo-
ple and afford a topic of conversation for sometime.

, EARLY MANUFACTURES.

In an article published in the Republican Argus of date August 17th,
1808, William Montgomery, a public-spirited citizen of the county, labored
hard to convince the people of the utility of machinery adapted to manufacture

cloth from wool. His scheme to organize a stock company, the capital of
which should be $2,000, divided into one hundred shares, for the purpose of

. establishing at Danville a woolen factory, met with strong opposition from

the fogy element, who argued that the labor of converting the wool into cloth
for domestic purposes, was the especial duty of the wives and daughters, and
that the introduction of machinery for that purpose would take from women
a very important and useful work, resulting in a neglect of a very essential
part of young women’s education. This argument, weak as it was, could
not be met by the astute reformer, who appeared in some doubt as to the
probability of finding other fields of usefulness for ,women. Mr. Mont-
gomery. astounded the people by the prediction that the carding and weav-
ing of wool by machinery would be followed by machinery to manipplate
crude cotton in the same manner. Could this truly philanthrophic man
have moved aside the veil that hid from view the developments of a few
decades of years in advance, he might well have wondered at the accom-
plishments of the “rising genius of America.” The “rising genius” has
ever been equal to the emergency, and not a field of usefulness has been
monopolized by the fruits of the inventive genius, but that others have been
opened,. more compatible with the tastes and wants of those whose labor
appeared at a discount. Well can it be remembered when the work on the
spinning-wheel and loom fortned-a very important part of the domestic
economy, when it was the pride of American girls to equal their mothers in
their adeptness at the spinners’ and weavers’ art; but those days have passed,
and other and far more important duties have been found for our daughters.
They are not the drones our ancestors feared they must become, owing to
the progress of improvements which drove them from the wheel and loom,
and relieved them from a bondage worse than serfdom. The true status
of womanhood, has never been adequately determined, but when a compari-
son of the present, is made with their position during the dark ages, much
can be seen to excite gratitude to an Omnipotent, who endowed woman with
just those elements of character that so eminently fit her for the exalted
field of usefulness she now -enjoys. After repeated efforts, the scheme to
establish a woolen factory at Danville, was successful. The plan was some-
what on the co-operative principle, furnishing facilities for the wool producers,
to have the crude article manufactured into cloth for home consumption.
How many years elapsed before the primitive factory was superceded by
others on a more enlarged scale, does not appear: But the old establish-
ment was in operation long enough to gain for its operators the confidence
of the people, and pave the way to more extended operations, not only in
the manufacture of wool, but every other article required by man ; and yet
there is room for women, and ample opportunities for the employment of all
her talents and energies, in fields. much more suited to her tastes and organ-
ism than the old tread-mills, that our ancestors deemed so essential to the
proper development of the muscle and brain of our daughters.

41H OF JULY, 1808.

In this, the Centennial year of our existence as a nation, it may be inter-
esting to know something of the feelings that prompted: those who lived
seventy years ago—for the 4th of July, was then, as now, a national holi-
day—a day to call forth the patriotic sentiment of the country—a day on
which the people could commingle together and duly commemorate the na-
tive day, sending the interchange of good fellowship, re-affirm their adher-
ence to the truths enunciated by the glorious old patriots, who on the 4th of

. July, 1776, proclaimed the United Colonies; free and independent.

On the 4th déiy of July, 1808, the good people of Northumberland as-
sembled themselves together, and proclaimed to the world the following sen-
timents, being embodied in seventeen toasts:

First. The sovereign people—nature never made a slave. Six cheers.

Second: The day—and all true patriots and philanthrophists who honor
it. Six cheers.

Third. The National Government of the United States—may it be as last-
ing as time, and its administration always pure and upright. Nine cheers;
tune, Hail Columbia. ’

Fourth. The Democrats of Pennsylvania, and their brethren in the sister
States—may vigilance and firmness be their motto; virtue their guide, and
the public weal their object; . Six cheers that indicated the political senti-
ment of the assembly,

Sizth. . The memory of Franklin and Washington, and other departed
heroes and sages, whose councils and military virtues contributed so ably to
the. establishment of our Independence—may every true American shed a
tear over their hallowed tombs. A solemn pause; tune Roslin Castle.
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Seventh. The right of suffrage, and the purity of election—may they
never be impaired or infringed.

Eighth, Public and private schools—the diffusion of knowledge promotes
general happiness. .

Tenth. The liberty of the press, and freedom of speech on public men,
and public measures. '

Twelfth. Commerce untrammeled by the tyrants of the ocean—until then
we hail the embargo. Tune, Yankee Doodle.

Thirteenth. The respective States of the Union—may they preserve their
respective sovereignties, sufficiently to secure the people’s rights.

Fourteenth. The President and Viee-president of the United States, and
the heads of departments, who have, with effect, opposed KEuropean annoy-
ance and tyranny. Twelve cheers; tune, Jefferson’s March.

Seventeenth. The American ladies—may we duly appreciate the virtuous
matron and modest virgin, who prefer their homespun attire, to imported
gewgaws. Twenty-four cheers; tune, in praise of the fair.

The sovereign people of the United States—may they bear in mind, that
they are the only legitimate source of power, and always be prepared to hum-
ble the arrogant, who affect to despise them,

The Government of the United States—may it be confined to national
purposes only. State government—the best for local purposes.

American manufactories—may it be the pride of every American citizen
to appear dressed in homespun.

INCIDENTS.

[Copies of letters addressed to Major Lawrence Keene, Prothonotary of
Northumberland County, then residing in Sunbury, Pa. 1784.]

[DR. BENJAMIN RUSH TO MAJOR KEENE.]

PHILADELPHIA, September 6th, 1784.

“Dear Sir:—I take pleasure in recommending to your good offices, Dr.
Andrew Ross, a gentleman of excellent character, extensive learning and
great eminence in the profession of physic. He was introduced to my
acquaintance by a letter from Dr. Franklin, the original of which I send
you. He intends to settle in Sunbury, if he finds the place agreeable. His
views are not only to practice physic and surgery, but to improve his fortune
by purchasing lands. I nced not suggest to you how great an acquisition
such a man will be to a village, or a county. Indeed, 1 conjure the whole
State as enriched by such a citizen. May I beg the favor of you to mention
his name, and show Dr. Franklin’s letter to all your friends. He will require
your advice in procuring lodgings. I hope my good friend, Mrs. Keene,
will afford her aid to detain him in your woods. I am sure she and your
family will derive great benefit from him in case you should be visited again
with billious, or any other kind of fevers. The doctor will entertain her in
return for her kindness, with stories of Gentoo, Turkish and Egyptian ladies,
for he has not only seen, but resided several years in Constantinople, Egypt,
and the West Indies.

“ Please to present my compliments to Mr. Joseph Wallis, and tell him that
I would have written to him in favor of Dr. Ross, but I hope he will consider
this letter as addressed to him as well as yourself.

“With compliments to my good ‘friend, Mrs. Keene, I am, dear sir, with
great regard, your sincere friend and humble servant,

BexsaMmiy Rusi.”

[FRANKLIN’S LETTER TO RUSH.]

Passy, March 12, 1784,

“ DeAR FriexD :—This will be delivered to you by Dr. Ross, whois strong-
ly recommended to me by persons of distinction in England, and who, after
travelling over a great part of the world, wishes to fix himself for the rest
of his lite in America: You will find him a very ingenious, sensible man,
and be pleased with his conversation; and you will therefore excuse my
requesting for him those eivilities which you have a pleasure in showing to
strangers of .merit, and such counsels as_from his unacquaintedness with our
country may be useful to him. With great esteem, I answer, my dear friend,

yours, most affectionately,

B. FRANKLIN.”
[DE. RUSH TO MAJOR KEENE.]

: PHiLApELPHIA, September 24, 1784,

“ DeAR Sir:—Ever desirous to contribute as much as lies in my power to
the growth and reputation of Sunbury, the capitol of our County, I have
encouraged Mr. Ralph Bouie, a lawyer of excellent character, from Scotland,
to settle in your village. May I beg your particular attention to him? He
means to invite a body of emigrants from Scotland to settle in Northumber-
land, if he likes the country.

“Please to tell Mr. Jos. Jacob Wallis, I shall send him the three warrants he
wrote forina few days. I readily:assert to being connected with him in them
upon the terms he mentions. With compliments to Mrs. Keene, I am dear
sir, yours sincerely, ’

Bexsamiy Rusa.”

AN EARLY TIMES SCHOOLMASTER.

Mr. James Tickman being desirous of immeolating himself on the altar of
public duty, oftered his services to the people of Augusta, to train the youth-
ful mind “in the ways that are rough”—in other words to give them a good
classical education. He winds up an earnest appeal to those he solieited as
patrons, in a cuphonious P. S. “You will also send books and paper
and pens and a pennife, as I always larne skolars to make their own pens,
but, you need not send pens to them that you don’t want to rite, nor hooks
to them you don’t want to reed, which they ean do without them. I need
not tell in the words of the poet,”

Tis edokation forms the youthful minds,
Just as the twigg's inclined
The tree will bend,

DOMESTIC TRAGEDIES,

A domestic tragedy, of a character, at the present day to excite but little
comment, but then in the fall of 1848, of such a nature as to shock the
whole community, occurred in the quiet, Teutonic settlement of Upper
Mahanoy, at the time mentioned. Mr. Daniel Snyder, wife and family,
resided here, where for many years they had been in the quiet and peaceful
enjoyment of the fruits of their honest toil, and where they looked forward
to a life of comfort, with their family about them. For some time, Mrs.
Snyder had been Iaboring under an apparent aberration of the mind, and
had spent some time in the asylum, from which she had returned home cured.
One morning, shortly after her return, she arose from her bed, leaving her
husband slecping, went to the yard, procured an axe, and by two well-directed
blows, ended the mortal existence of him, who a few minutes before had heen
lying by her side all unconscious of the terrible fate so soon to be his.  Mrs.
Snyder attempted to throw herself in the well, but she was prevented by her
son, who by this time was aroused. She then returned into the house, seized
a razor, and nearly severing her head from her body, fell dead besides her
husband’s body.

In 1862, there resided in Shamokin, about three miles south of Snyder-
town, a Mrs. L. C. Chamberlain, who unfortunately had a step-daughter
married to a Mr. E. B. Rhoades. Rhoades joined the army in 1861, but
returned after the expiration of one year, stopping on his way home to his
friends, with Mr. E. T. Drumbheller, landlord at Sunbury, and registered his
name on the hotel register, November 6th, 1862. This act, simple and com-
mon-place as it was, led to his conviction on the first trial for the murder of
his mother-in-law. Rhoades arriving honie, accused Mrs. Chamberlain of
having wronged his wife, her step-daughter, out of fifty dollars, for which
he could get no satisfaction. Of the controversy between the two—the slayer
and the slain—nothing is known, but that through some means he enticed
her into the woods, two hundred yards from her house, and then shot her
dead. He was arrested, tried by an impartial jury, and pronounced guilty ;
his plea of being at the time of the murder, in the army, being controverted
by Mr. Drumheller’s hotel register. A new trial was granted, and Rhoades
was cleared. It would hardly do to impugn the honesty of twelve jurymen;
men who, in this country of unexampled freedom and purity, often settle
issues involving lives, and thousands of dollars, and frequently themselves
unable to read; but it is claimed that Mr. Rhoades’ old father was poorer by
some twenty thousand dollars, after his son’s acquittal.

ELEVEN HUNDRED JUDGES.

Many years ago, there resided about eight miles east of Sunbury, a farmer
and hotel keeper, who was noted far and wide for the good cheer dispensed
at his table and counter, and who could appreciate a good joke with the best.
Approaching his hostelry one warm summer day, came a neighboring far-
mer, earnestly debating in his mind, how he should obtain a drink of bonny-
face’s brandy, without producing an equivalent in coin. He was returning
from court at Sunbury, and at last a happy idea entered his cranium. He
entered the hotel, and after passing the compliments of the day, commenced
in strong terms a denunciation of the court. Upon being interrogated as
to the, cause of his asperity, he replied that there were cleven hundred
judges on the bench, and still it was the weakest court ever seen in Sunbury.
Bets being made, and an explanation asked for, he proved it as follows.
Judge Jordan, occupies a seat on the bench—he is 1; J udge sits beside
him—he is 1; Judge sits on the other side—he is 0; I occupied a sent
for a few minutes beside him, another 0; making 1100. The thirsty farmer
was declared winner by the multitude, whose acquaintance with the judges,
enabled them to appreciate the joke. ' -
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CHAPTER IX.

WAR OF THE REBELLION—MUSTER ROLLS—CAPTAINS JAMES TAGGART,
WELLS, AND SLATER—SANITARY COMMISSION, ETC.

By far the most important event in the history of this country, since its
advent as an independent nationality among the nations of the earth, was
the war which commenced in 1861, and ended in 1865, overthrowing the
oligarchy that had been attempted in one section, and proclaiming us at
once the free and independent people, that we had only been in name to that
date. As to the issues growing out of the attempt to establish a separate
nationality in one part of the United States, and the results of the struggle
for national life, we, as local historians, have nothing to do, except in so far
as the events of the war affected localities and local interests. It is our pur-
pose and duty to speak only of the part borne by, and the effect produced
upon Northumberland County and its people, leaving to others the discus-
ston of the intricate questions involved, and a settlement of the issues brought
out. The spirit manifested by the leaders of the South, engendered in the
breasts of the people of the North a strong feeling, that became intensified
in bitterness, at every progressive step. It was not sectional, but was par-
ticipated in by every man and woman who had an ancestry to honor, and a
future to provide for. So general was this feeling, that at the first attempt
to throttle the infant—that had hardly as yet thrown off its swaddling clothes—
a universal cry of alarm and distress was heard, throughout the entire land.
emanating from every patriotic heart in the country. The enormity of the
crime sought to be committed against our institutions, was not fully com-
prehended, until the clash of arms, in the hands of contending hosts, began
to resound from the scene of strife. For a moment the liberty-loving sank
down, as if palsied with fear, but the reaction brought to the front millions
eager to avenge the country’s wrongs. With the scenes that followed to
many of us were familiar. With the gloom, that like a funeral pall over-
hung our beloved land the first thirty months of the struggle, came the
feeling of despondency, reaching almost to despair, that wrenched from the
hearts of all a wail of sorrow and woe. The dark cloud, like the canopy of
night, that at Fort Sumpter was scarcely larger than a man’s hand, extended
its ebony hue, until the entire horizon had been overcast, and bade fair to
wrap in its mantle, the institutions that a hundred years of arduous labor
had scarcely established; but intensified the love of country that pervaded
every breast, and aroused to action, the lovers of liberty everywhere, The
calls for help were responded to, all over the loyal North, and legions prof-
ferred aid to repel the advances of those who sought the nation’s life. It
would be invidious to particularize, when all exhibited so much enthusiasm,
and hence it only becomes us, to treat upon the part enacted by our own sol-
diers, in the bloody contest. As has been elsewhere stated, the inhabitants of
Northumberland are composed largely of the descendents of the Scotch-Irish,
—than whom a more determined and fearless people never lived—of English
whose love of freedom prompted them to a settlement in a country pre-
suming little else then a life of hardship and deprivation of all that had
made home attractive—and of hardy, brave, Germans, whose love of quietude
and wealth, never vitiates their love of country. Among the descendents of
such an ancestry, the call for help to save liberty to the future, was not in
vain. From town and hamlet; from hillside and vale; from the farm and
shop, in countless numbers, the sons of Northumberland moved in solid
phalanx to the front, and on many a hard-contested field, shed the blood of
the bravest and best, in defense of universal liberty. How well they
responded ; and the fate that befell many, will be shown in the final state-
ments accompanying the muster rolls of Northumberland soldiers. A strong
and persistent effort has been made to do full justice to the brave men of
this County, who staked life itself on the issue between the South and General
Government. Officers have been appealed to, and every source followed up,
but all to no avail. We had hoped to perpetuate in local history, scenes
and incidents of the last war, that in a few years will pass into the realms
of forgetfulness; to record here the deeds of daring participated in by our
soldiers; to preserve for posterity, by narration of events, the names and
deeds of heroes, whose bones now lie mouldering in Southern graves, and
whose names will soon be forgotten. To this end, the co-operation of all
officers and relatives has been solicited, but in no case, except by Colonel
Taggart, of Northumberland, and Dr. John, of Shamokin, has a favorable
response been made. The muster rolls are doubtless imperfect, as some
names have been omitted, and some added of soldiers from other counties.
Such as it is, we append it, trusting to be instrumental in this wise of per-
petuating the memory of a few of the brave of Northumberland County.

EIGHTH REGIMENT.*
Company A.

Captain, Cyrus Strouse ; 1st Lieuteuant, W. J. Allen; 2d Lieutenant, G.
B. Cadwalder ; 1st Sergeant, John Harris; 2d Sergeant, Andrew Kreiger;
3d Sergeant, J. B. Snyder; 4th Sergeant, F, Rhoads.

1st Corporal, Jacob Rhoads ; 2d Corporal, Jacob Muchler ; 3d Corporal,
Israel Stambach ; 4th Corporal, J. B. Getter.

Musicians—W. P. Caldwell, and Henry Starchal.

Privates—Lewis L. Bevan, William Booth, John Brennan, Ziba Bird,
William Bower, George Blanksley Hugh Boyd, Benjamin F. Culp, William
Culp, Patrick Colyer, William Colyer, Thomas Caldwell, Alexander Caldwell,
Charles Conrad, George Cramer, John Downey, Frederick Dibner, Jacob
Dindorf, J. B. Eaton, David Ephlin, J. E. Eisenhart, E. P. Fulk, Darius S,
Gilger, C. L. V. Haas, James H. Haas, Thomas Harris, Henry Holshoe,
Joel Holshoe, John M. Heilner, John Hancock, James Hollister, Henry
Irich, Jacob W, Irich, J. M. John, Thos. R. Jones, Charles Kreiger, Geo.
W. Klase, John K. Lake, Michael Miceberger, Jeremiah Maize, Charles
Medara, John Meehan, John Neifer; W. B. Osmund, Jacob Peifer, J. W.
Philipop, Josiah Raup, George Raup, Michael Ragan, James Sterrit, God-
fried Sherman, William Shuck, Michael Salter, Jacob Shield, August Shaual,
W. Stilwagoner, D. S. Shipp, Wesley Van Gasken, Peter Wentz, John Weir,
D. J. Woodley, G. W. Weaver, Thos. R. Williams, J. B. Zhender.

11TH REGIMENT.T

Company F.

Captain, C. J. Bruner; 1st Lieutenant, J. P. S. Gobin ; 2d Lieutenant, J.
H. McCarty; 1st Sergeant, J. E. McCarty; 2d Sergeant, C. P. Pleasant;
3d Sergeant, S. H. Helper; 4th Sergeant, Jacob Rohrbach. . '

1st Corporal, S. B. Bright; 2d Corporal, C. D. Wharton ; 3d Corporal,
Daniel Oyster; 4th Coporal, William Byers.

Musicians—H. D. Wharton, and Jacob Weiser.

Privates—Henry Alwiser, Julius Arbiter, Jared Brosious, Henry Bucher,
Robert Brooks, Samuel Bartscher, W. M. Brishon, Joseph Bright, Alfred
Beckley, B. F. Bright, Francis Carr, W. J. Covert, William Christ, Henry
Drisel, Lewis Dome, David Druckamiller, Joseph Driselinger, William
Edze, Samuel Eyster, Jacob Feight, Stephen Golding, B. W. Giddes, P. 8.
Gusslers, W. D. Huss, Joseph Hildebrand, Charles Harp, Harris Hopper,
Albert Haas, Allen Hunter, Elias Hedding, Jared C. Irwin, George Keihl,
Daniel Michael, Charles McFarland, Sylvester Meyers, William Martin,
John Messner, Wm. H. Miilhouse, Mahlon Myers, P. C. Newbaker, George
Opyster, Frederick Pill, Henry Quitschilber, Albert Robins, Reuben Ram-
sey, A. Roderigue, L. T. Rohrbach, Eugene Reiser, F. Schrank, Hugh Smith,
John Snyder, C. W. Stewart, J. E. Seidel, Joseph Smith, E. Starkloff, C.
Schall, W. Stedman, Charles Swoop, Geo. Tucker, William Volke, Lot B.
Wertzel, George Weyman.

34TH REGIMENT.]
{Unless otherwise given, the date of muster in each case was June 21st, 1861.)
Company B.

Captains—James Taggart; killed at Charles City Cross Roads, June 20th,
’62. Charles Wells; promoted from Sergeant to 2d Lieutenant, September
26th, *61; to 1st Lieutenant, December 16th, ’61; to Captain, July 1st, ’62;
killed at Fredericksburg, December 13th, '62. James D. Slater; promoted
from Sergeant to 2d Lieutenant, December 16th, ’61; to 1st Lieutenant,
July 1st,’62; to Captain, December 13th, ’62 ; transferred to Veteran Reserve
Corps, September 1st, ’63. John A. Maus; promoted from Sergeant to 2d
Lieutenant, September 8th, ’62 ; to 1st Lieutenant, March 5th, ’63 ; to Cap-
tain, January 1st, ’64; to Brevet Major, March 18, 65 ; mustered out with
company, June 11th, ’64.

1st Lieutenants—Henry A. Colt; resigned November 9th,’61. James A.
Keefer; promoted from Sergeant to 2d Lieutenant, Maréh 5th, 63 ; to 1st
Lieutenant, January 1,’64; dismissed March 3, ’64. Peter Vandling; pro-
moted from 2d to 1st Lieutenant, April 2d, *64 ; mustered out with company,
June 11th, ’64. Charles C. Jones; 2d Lieutenant, resigned October 8th, '61.

*Threc months’ service, Mustered in April 224, 1861,

1Recruted at Sunbury, Northumberland County. Mustered in April 23d, 1861. Three
months’ service.

${Recruited in Northumberland County.
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1st Sergeants—Josiah Newbery, mustered out with company, Junc 11th,
’64. Joseph Hogan, wounded, and prisoner at New Market Cross Roads,
June 30th, ’62; died at Richmond, Va. Sergeants—J. G. Dieffenbacher,
discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, August 2,61, Saul K. Kreeger, trans-
ferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols,, June Gth, ’64; veteran. J. C. Newbury,
transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols., June 6th, '64; veteran. Joseph
Martin, transferred from Veteran Reserve Corps; mustered out with com-
pany, June 11th, *64.

Corporals—3W. H. Morgan, mustered out with company, June 11th, *64.
G. W. Fisher, captured at Gettysburg, July 2d,’63; absent at camp parole,
at muster out. J. M. Scout, mustered out with company, June 11th, '64.
David Hawk, transferred from Veteran Reserve Corps; mustered out with
company, June 11th,’64. James Throp, transferred from Veteran Reserve
Corps ; mustered out with company, June 11th,’64. L. Vandling, discharged
November 10th, ’62, for wounds received at New Market Cross Roads. J.
C. Curson, discharged November 10th, '62, for wounds received at New
Market Cross Roads. W. B. Wallis, transferred to 191st Regiment, P.
Vols,, June 6th, ’64; vet. William Young, August 12th, ’62; transferred to
191st Regiment, P. Vols., June 6th, '64. J. C. Voris, July 25th, '61; killed
at Fredericksburg, December 13th, '62. )

Musicians—H. C. Standish, dishonorably discharged, December 10th, '61.
George Birkindine, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, April 10th, '63.

Privates—H. J. Angle, July 25th, '61; transferred to regular army,
November 27th, ’62. William Black, mustered out with company, June
11th,’64. D. O. Beddoes, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, October 24th,
26 William Beidleman, transferred to regular army, November 27th, 62.
Jesse Barnhart, January 22d, '64; transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols,,
June 6th, ’64. Ed. Barnhart, January 22, ’64; transferred to 191st Regi-
ment, P. Vols,, June Gth, ’64. B. F. Bashore, January 22d,’64; transferred
to 191st Regiment, P. Vols,, June 6th, ’64. J. H. Brantigan, killed at
Fredericksburg, December 13th, 62, J. W. Bennet, killed at Gaines’ Mill,
June 27th, ’62. J. F. Bashore, February 3d, ’64; killed at Spottsylvania
Court House, May 10th, ’64. Samuel Clark, transferred from Veteran
Reserve Corps; mustered out with company, June 11th, '64. William
Cutler, missed in action at Spottsylvania Court House, May 10th, ’64.
Henry Croop, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, August 7th, ’61. John
Campbell, transferred to regular army, December 6th, ’62. Alonzo Copp,
transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols,, June 6th, ’64; vet. Jacob Cole,
July 25th, ’61; transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols,, June Gth, '64. Z.
Chapple, February 3d, ’64; transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols,, June
6th, ’64. William Cample, died at Camp Pierpont, Va., December 10th,
61,  James Dufly, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, August 7th, '61.
George Damuth, transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols., June 6th, ’64;
vet. Henry Dale, died at Camp Pierpont, Va., December 10th, ’61. Henry
Erlston, October 9th, ’61; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, October 29th,
’61. Willard Eckert, transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols., June 6th,
’64; vet. Benjamin Evert, July 25th, *61; transferred to 191st Regiment,
P. Vols,, June 6th, ’64; vet. Albert Fisher, discharged on Surgeon’s cer-
tificate, July 13th, '61. John Fleegle, August 8th, ’61; transferred to 191st
Regiment, P. Vols,, June 6th, '64; vet. Isaac S. Fleegle, Iebruary 9th,
’64; transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols, June 6th, '64; vet. Amos
Garmon, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, October 28th, ’62. John H.
Gibbons, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, January 29th, ’63. Simon
Gibbons, October 9th, '61; died at Camp Pierpont, Va., December 11th, ’61.
John Goranflo, August 8th, ’61; died at Baltimore, November 26th, 62.
Joseph Gibbons, deserted August 21st, ’62. E. B. Hughes, mustered out
with company, June 11th, ’64. Julius Hurlinger, discharged on Surgeon’s
certificate, August Tth, ’61. George Hawthorne, discharged on Surgeon’s
certificate, October 24th, ’62. Foster Henry, discharged on Surgeon’s cer-
tificate, September 22d,°63. Charles T. Hood, February 3d, 64 ; transferred
to 191st Regiment, P. Vols., June 6th, 64. Charles Johnson, October 9th,
’61; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, December 14th, ’61. Samuel John-
son, October 9th, 61 ; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, November 2d, 62,
William Jarrett, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, November 28th, *62.
J. H. Johnson, July 21st, ’61; promoted to hospital stewart, October 31st,
'63. William Kiefter, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, December 26th,
’61, Daniel Killbride, transferred to regular army, November 27th, *62.
Edward N. Kline, transferred to regular army, December 29th, ’62. Isaac
Kremer, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, March 12th, ’63. Amos E,
Knapp, July Q5th, '61; died at Camp Pierpont, Va,, December 7th, ’61.
James K. Little, mustered out with company, June 11th, ’64. John C.
Lloyd, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, August 7th, ’61. William

Lyons, discharged on Surgeon’s certifiente, September 28th, ’61.  James E.
Morgan, July 25th, '61; transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols., June Gth,
"64; vet. John C. Morgan, transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols,, June
Gth, '64; vet. John Marriot, died at Philadelphia, August 224,62,  Fred.
B. Murray, August 2d, '61; deserted, June 1st, ’63. James M’Fall, mus-
tered out with company, June 11th, ’64. M. M’Pherson, transferred to
191st . Vols,, June 6th, '64; vet. John M’Nier, transterred to 191st Regi-
ment, P. Vols,, June 6th, ’64; vet. John M'Elrath, July 25th, ’61; trans-
ferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols,, June 6th, *64; vet. Aug. Newbury,
July 25th, °61; transferred from Veteran Reserve Corps; mustered out with
company, June 11th, *64. Brooks Newbury, July 25th, ’61; transferred to
191st P. Vols,, June Gth, ’64; vet. Joseph Newcomer, February 9th, '64;
transferred to 191st P, Vols,, June 6th, °64; vet. Albion Newbury, died at
Cumberland, Md., July 11th, ’61; Nicholas Peifer, transferred to 191st P.
Vols., June 6th, '64; vet. J. M. Phillips, July 25th, ’61; deserted; date
unknown. David Rake, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, May 22d, ’63.
Jacob Renner, transferred to 191st P. Vols, June 6th, '64; vet. Evan
Renner, transferred to 191st P. Vols,, June 6th, ’64; vet. George Rake
transferred to 191st P. Vols,, June 6th, '64; vet. Alexander Rake, died
at Alexandria, February 29th,’64. G. H. Kipple, July 25th, ’61; mustered
out with company, June 11th,’64. J. F. Scholrin, mustered out with com-
pany, June 11th, ’64.  W. Starrick, transferred from Veteran Reserve
Corps; mustered out with company, June 11th, ’64. Tilghman Sums, dis-
charged on Surgeon’s certificate, August Tth, ’61.  C. W. Scout, discharged
on Surgeon’s certificate, August 7th, '61.  J. Steinhelper, transferred to U.
8. Regular Army, December 29th, *62.  W. Smith, discharged on Surgeon’s
certificate, February 7th, ’63. John Snyder, transferred to 191st P. Vols,,
June Gth, '64; vet. T. Strawser, February 3d, 64; transferred to 191st P.
Vols., June 6th, ’64; vet. C. Starrick, October 9th, ’61; killed at Fred-
ericksburg, December 13th, '62.  George A. Silfer, deserted ; date unknown.
J. Trumphore, mustered out with company, June 11th,’64. F. Trumbower,
transferred to regular army, December 6th, ’62. L. L. Travis, August_8th,
'61; transferred to 191st Regiment, P. Vols,, June 6th, ’64; vet. D. B. Van
Kirk, transferred to regular army, November 27th, ’62. David Vincent,
February 12th, ’64; transferred to 151st P. Vols., June 6th, 64, John G.
‘Wing, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, July 14th,’62, Joseph Wallace,
July 25th, ’61; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, November 8th, '62.
Wm. Weltheiss, transferred to regular army, November 27th, '62. F.
Winkelman, July 25th, ’61; transferred to 191st P. Vols, June 6th, ’64;
vet. John Williams, July 25th, ’61; transferred to 191st P. Vols., June
6th, '64; vet. Joseph Williams, August 8th, '61; transferred to 191st P.
Vols.,, June 6th, '64; vet. Sol. Williard, October 9th, °61; transferred to
191st Regiment, P. Vols., Junc 6th, ’64.

46TH REGIMENT.*
(Unless otherwise given, the date of muster in each case, is September 4th, 1861.)
Company K.

Captains—Cyrus Strouse, captured at Middletown, Va., May 24th, ’62;
promoted to Major, November 1st, 62 killed at Chancellorsville, Va., May
2d, 1863. Alex. Caldwell, promoted to 2d Licutenant, November 1st, *61;
to 1st Lieutenant, August 9th, *62; to Captain, November 1st,’62; mustered
out with company, July 6th, ’65.

1st Lieutenants—G. B. Cadwalader, August 30th, '61; promoted to
Quarter-master, September 17th,’61 ; promoted to Assistant Quarter-master,
U. 8. Vols,, July 8th, ’63. W.P. Caldwell, killed at Cedar Mountain, Va.,
August 9th, ’62. Darius S. Gilger, promoted to 1st Sergeant, October 1st,
'61; to 2d Lieutenant, August 9th, ’62; to 1st Lieutenant, November 1st,
’62; discharged, December 18th, ’63, for wounds received at Gettysburg,
July 3d, ’63. Jacob B. Getter, promoted to 2d Lieutenant, November 1st,
'62; to 1st Licutenant, March 21st, ’64; discharged September 1st, 64, for
wounds received at Dallas, May 25th, '64; vet. Thomas Alderson, pro-
moted to 2d Lieutenant, April 18th, '65; to 1st Licutenant, May 23d, ’65 ;
mustered out, July 16th, ’65; vet. 2d Lieutenants—dJ. W. Phillips, March
21st, *64; killed near Dallas, Ga., May 25th, ’64; vet. August Shensel,
promoted to 2d Licutenant, July 5th, ’65; mustered out with company, July
16th, ’65.
~ 1st Sergeant, George Blunksby, January 13th, ’64; promoted to st Ser-
geant, July 5th, ’65; mustered out July 16th,’65 ; vet. Sergeants—Daniel
Bubb, January 13th, '64; promoted to Sergeant, April 1st, ’64; mustered
out July 16th,’65; vet. D. M. Snyder, January 13th, ’64; promoted to

* Recruited in Northumberland County.
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Sergeant, January 1st,’61; mustered out July 16th, 65 ; vet. John Neuerf,
January 13th,’64; promoted to Sergeant, July 5th, ’65 ; mustered out July
16th, ’65. J. B. Zehnder, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, July 1st, ’64.
John McCleese, discharged, December 6th, ’62, for wounds received at
Cedar Mountain, Va., August 9th, ’62. Thomas Caldwell, discharged on
Surgeon’s certificate, October 9th, ’63. W. S. Farrow, prisoner from April
14th to April 29th, ’65; discharged by General Order, June 6th, ’65; vet.
J. H. Haas, killed at Cedar Mountain, Va., August 2d,’62. Joscph Long,
killed at Peach Tree Creek, Ga., July 20th, ’64; vet. ’

Corporals—dJ. Hottshoe, January 13th, 64 ; promoted to Corporal, No-
vember 1st, ’62; mustered out with company, July 16th,’65; vet. J.J.
Tribley, January 13th,’64; promoted to Corporal, July 20th,’64 ; mustered
out with company; vet. X. Hottshoe, January 13th, ’64; promoted to
Corporal, January 1st, ’65; mustered out with company. J.H. Duttery,
March 19th, *64 ; promoted to Corporal, May 31st, ’65; mustered out with
company. S. A, Bird, March 15th, ’64; promoted to Corporal, May 31st,
’65; mustered out with company. D. B. Eisenhart, February 29th, ’64;
promoted to Corporal, July 5th, '65; mustered out with company. A.J.
Hine, March 16th, 64; promoted to Corporal, July 5th, ’65; mustered out
with company. T. V. Pensyl, July 13th, ’64; promoted to Corporal, April
1st, ’65; mustered out with company. J. A. Shipp, discharged, January
19th, ’63, for wounds received at Cedar Mountain, Va., August 9th, ’62. J.
N. Young, September 12th, ’61; discharged, December 30th, 62, for wounds
received at Cedar Mountain, Va., August 9th,’62. J. E. Eisenhart, dis-
charged on Surgeon’s certificate, April 23d, ’63. C. H. Young, September
12th, ’61; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, December 6th, ’62. William
Shurk, wounded at Cedar Mountain, Va., August 9th, ’62; died September
19th, ’62; buried at Alexandria, Va. John Raup, March 16th, ’64; killed
near Dallas, Ga., May 25th, '64; vet.

Musicians—B. D. Walker, February 26th, ’64; mustered out with com-
pany, July 16th, ’65. C. L. V. Hans, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate,
October 10th, ’62. C. Zimmerman, promoted to Drum-major, August 31st,
’64 ; mustered out with regiment, July 16th, '65; vet.

Privates—Thomas Armstrong, July 30th, ’63; substitute; mustered out
with company, July 16th, *65. J. A. Armstrong, July 30th, ’63; substitute;
mustered out with company, July. 16th, °65. Franklin Arter, September
12th, ’61; died of wounds received at Cedar Mountain, Va., August 9th,
’62; buried at Culpepper Court House, Va. Samuel Alford, missing in
action at Winchester, Va., May 25th, °62. C. J. Bittenbender, February
27th, ’64; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65. Charles Burch,
September 14th, 63; substitute; mustered out with company. A. Ben-
nington, July 4th, ’63; drafted ; mustered out with company. Faion Brady,
January 13th, ’64; wounded in action, July 20th, ’64; absent at' muster
out. William Bass, March 15th, ’65; absent; sick at muster out. Ed-
ward Brown, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, December 6th, ’62. Wil-
liam B. Bird, mustered out September 16th, *64; expiration of term.
Frank Barmoski, discharged for wounds received at Cedar Mountain, Au-
gust 9th, ’62. Charles Brandt, wounded at Winchester, Va., May 25th,
’62; died October 4th, '62, of wounds received at Antietam, September 17th,
’62. Samuel Baker, June 26th, ’63; substitute; killed near Atlanta, Ga.,
July 20th, ’64. John Brooks, missing in action at Winchester, May 25th,
’62.  W. Brocious, deserted, June 1st, ’62. George Blain, deserted, June
1st, ’62.  C. H. Conrad, February 29th, ’64; mustered out with company,
July 16th, ’65. Samuel Clayberger, March 19th, ’64; mustered out with
company, July 16th, ’65. T. A. Clark, January 4th, ’64; discharged on
Surgeon’s certificate, May 23d, ’65; vet. John A. Coder, February 28th,
’62; died September 19th, '62, of wounds received at Cedar Mountain, Va.
Samuel Clark, July 11th, ’63; drafted; died January 18th, ’64; buried at
Stone River. J. J. Cunningham, missing in action at Cedar Mountain,
August 9th, ’62. Thomas Collier, deserted, January 14th, ’63. William
M. Cook, September 11th, ’62; substitute; deserted, date unknown. J.T.
Crandall, substitute; deserted, June 22d, ’65. Charles H. Duttery, Janu-
ary 13th, ’64; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65. Thos. Dunlap,
July 10th, ’63; drafted ; mustered out with company. Aaron Dreper, Feb-
ruary 22d, ’65; mustered out with company. C. Dougherty, March 15th,
’65; mustered out with company. C. H. Dunkleber, January 13th, ’64;
absent on furlough at muster out. Patrick Donovan, discharged, Decem-
ber 26th, "62, for wounds received at Cedar Mountain, Va., August 9th, ’62.
John Dailey, July 28th, ’63; drafted; killed near Atlanta, Ga., July 20th,
’64. John Duncan, January 27th, ’63; died at Indianapolis, Ind.  Perci-
val Durk, February 25th, *64; prisoner from April 14th to April 29th, ’65;
discharged by Gen. Order, May 18th, ’65. Valentine Epler, January 13th,

’64; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65; vet. J. Eisenhart, March
19th, ’64; mustered out with company, July 16th, '65; vet. John Epler,
September 12th, ’61; discharged January 20th, ’63, for wounds received at
Antietam, September 17th,’62. J. Eurfeltz, killed at Cedar Mountain,
August 9th, ’62. John Fox, March Tth, '64; mustered out with company,
July 16th, ’65. George Flowers, July 11th, ’63; drafted; mustered out
with company. George Frederick, February 29th, '64; absent; sick at
muster out. W. A. Funkhouser, July 29th, ’63; substitute; discharged on
Surgeon’s certificate, May 23d, ’65. Charles Ginther, January 13th, ’64;
mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65; vet. J. A.Gilger, March 16th,
’64; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65; vet. Jesse Gensel, March
15th,’64; mustered out with company, July 16th,’65; vet. George Grove,
July 13th, ’63; substitute; mustered out with company. A. . Graham,
July 11th, ’63; drafted; mustered out with company. J.T. Getter, Feb-
ruary 27th, 64 ; mustered out with company. David Goss, February 27th,
’64 ; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65. William Grim, July 5th,
’63; substitute; absent, sick at muster out. Patrick Golden, discharged on
Surgeon’s certificate, January 20th, '62. John Gillinger, died August 15th,
’62, of wounds received at Cedar Mountain, August 9th, ’62; buried at
Alexandria. Edward Hume, January 13th, ’64; mustered out with com-
pany, July 16th, ’65. D. J. Hine, February 27th, ’64; mustered out with
company, July 15th,’65. Joel Houpt, February 25th, ’64; mustered out
with company, July 16th, ’65. Charles M. Harp, March 4th, ’64; mus-
tered out with company, July 16th, ’65. G. H. Hubbert, February 7th,
’65; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65. . William F. Haas, Feb-
ruary 23d, ’65; mustered out with company, July 16th,’65. Michael Hume,
discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, September 20th, ’62. F. D. Heckert,
mustered out September 16th, ’64; expiration of term. J. W. Hesson,; July
27th, ’63; drafted; discharged at New Albany, May 16th, ’64. William.
Hoffmann, deserted, August 29th, ’62. L. L. Haas, not on muster-out
roll. Michael Jacobs, January 13th, ’64; mustered out with company,
July 16th, ’65. William Jeallison, July 14th, '63; substitute; mustered
out with company, July 16th, ’65. Robert M. Jones, February 9th, '64;
mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65. John Johnson, mustered out
September 16th, ’64; expiration of term. William H. Jones, February 27th,
’64; killed near Marietta, Ga., July 22d, ’64. Joseph Jaggers, July 183th,
’63 ; drafted; killed accidentally at Savannah, Ga., January 1st,’65. David
Jones, missing in action at Cedar Mountain, August 9th, ’63. ~John A.
Kable, February 26th, '64; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65.
Abraham Keiper, February 23d, 65 ; mustered out with company, July 16th,
’65.  John Knipe, September 12th, ’61; discharged, December 6th, 62, for
wounds received at Cedar Mountain, August 9th, '62. Nicholas Kern, Sep-
tember 12th, ’61; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, December 6th, ’62,
W. H. Kerlin, March 9th, ’64; killed at Atlanta, Ga., July 20th, ’64.
Francis M. Lott, July 10th, 64; mustered out with company, July 16th,
’65; vet. Joseph Lever, mustered out September 16th, ’64; expiration of
term. W. H. Lott, prisoner from April 14th to April 29th, 65; discharged
on General Order, May 18th, ’65; vet. W. C. Leibig, March 14th, *64;
died August 19th, ’64, of wounds received at Allentown. John London,
deserted, September 1st, ’62. Ephraim P. Metz, January 13th, *64; mus-
tered out with company, July 16th, ’65. Paul Martin, February 22d, '64 ;
mustered out with company, July 16th,’65. James Martin, February 24th,
’64; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65. Charles Morgan, dis-
charged on Surgeon’s certificate, October 31st, 62. Arthur Mooney, Sep-
tember 14th, ’61; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, January 19th, '63.
Reuben Mullen, September 12th, ’61; mustered out September 16th, *64;
expiration of term. Elias Maurer, March 4th, '64; discharged, October
26th, ’64, for wounds received at Dallas, May 26th,’64. C. W. Mettler, Feb-
ruary 25th, ’64; died at Dechert, Tenn., April 16th, ’64. John Medlicott,
January 13th, '64; died October 27th, ’64, of wounds received at Peach
Tree Court, Ga., July 20th,’64. Joseph McCarty, August 29th, ’62; pro-
moted to Adjutant, August 12th, ’64; mustered out with regiment, July 16th,
’65. ' John E. McCarty, August 29th, ’62; promoted to Sergeant, Company
I, April 1st, ’6+4; discharged, by General Order, June 8th, ’65. W. J. Mec-
Dowell, July 11th,’63 ; substitute; died September 7th, ’64; buried at Chat-
tanooga. Guy McCauly, deserted, September 1st, 62. C. Neiswanter,
January 13th, ’64; mustered out with company, July 16th, '65. Amos
Neiswanter, January 13th, 64 ; mustered out with company, July 15th, ’65.
James H. Patton, July 31st,’63; drafted ; mustered out with company, July
16th, ’65. Daniel 8. Peifer, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, June 20th,
62. Lewis Paul, discharged, October 25th, 62, for wounds received at
Cedar Mountain, Va. Joseph Perry, deserted, September 1, ’62. Moses
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Reed, January 13th, ’64; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65; vet.
Paul Roth, March 8th, ’64; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65;
vet. William Roth, discharged, December 8th, *62, for wounds received at
Cedar Mountain, Va. Isaiah Rodermel, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate,
September 25th, ’63. Joseph W. Rose, March 1st,’62; mustered out, March
25th, ’65; expiration of term. I. N. Robinson, July 27th, ’63; substitute;
died at Philadelphia, Pa., date unknown. William Reynolds, March 15th,
’65 ; drafted ; deserted, June 22d,’65. J. Simmers, July 13th, *64 ; mustered
out with company, July 16th,’65; vet. Enoch Shuda, July 13th,’64; mus-
tered out with company, July 16th,’65; vet. S. A. Startzell, July 13th,
’64 ; mustered out with company, July 16th, '65; vet. Nicholas Steiben,
September 4th, 63 ; substitute; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65.
Thomas Smith, July 11th, ’63; drafted; mustered out with company, July
16th, ’65. Henry Startzell, February 24th, '64; drafted; mustered out
with company, July 16th, ’65; John Stevenson, discharged on Surgeon’s
certificate, October 25th, ’62. Henry Salters, mustered out September 13th,
’64; expiration of term. W. H. Snyder, January 13th, *64; discharged by
General Order, May 27th, ’65; vet. Henry Shaffer, February 29th, ’64;
transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps, March 15th, ’65. Philip Stambach,
January 13th, ’64; transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps, March 15th, '65.
D. G. Startzell, died December 8th, ’61, at Alexandria, Va. . H. Slen-
ker, died, February 26th, '62, at Hancock, Md. William Simmers, Sep-
tember 12th, ’61; killed at Winchester, May 25th, '62. Augustus Snyder,
deserted, June 1,°62. George A. Thomas, July 13th, ’64; mustered out
with company, July 16th, '65; vet. Robert Tooley, March 10th, '64; mus-
tered out with company, July 16th, ’65; vet. Jacob Treibley, March 8th,
’64; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65; T. B. Tannery, February
7th, ’65; mustered out with company, July 16th, ’65. J. N. Tittsworth,
discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, February 13th,’63. William C. Thorp,
discharged December 8th, ’62, for wounds rcccived at Cedar Mountain.
William Taylor, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, April 23,°63. John
Taney, February, 25th, *64; prisoner from April 14th to April 29th, ’65;
discharged May 18th, 65, by General Order. Alfred Tittsworth, killed at
Cedar Mountain, August 9th,’62. D. J. Woodley, January 13th, ’64; mus-
tered out with company, July 16th, ’65. John L. Walton, April 13th, '65;
substitute; discharged by General Order, July 13th, ’65. R. G. Wilson,
July 31st, '63; substitute; prisoner from February 15th to April 24, ’65;
discharged June 12th, 65, by General Order. Walter Williams, March
7th, ’64; captured; died October 8th, ’64, at Andersonville; Georgia grave,
10,521. M. Worzkoski, died of wounds received at Cedar Mountain, Va.,
August 9th, '62. P.J.Zimmerman, died December 26th, '61, at Frederick,
Md.; buried at Antietam. Alexander Zancollar, February 25th, ’64; killed
at Marrietta, Georgia, July 20th, *64.

47TH REGIMENT.*
(Unless otherwise given, the date of muster.in each case is Sept. 2d, 1861.)
Company C.

Captains—J. P. S. Gobin, promoted to Major, July 24th, ’64; to Lieut.-
Colonel, November 4th, ’64; to Colonel, January 3d, ’65 ; mustered out with
regiment, December 25th, ’65. Daniel Eyster, promoted to 2d Lieutenant,
December 13th, ’62; to 1st Lieutenant, April 16th, ’64 ; to Captain, Septem-
ber 1st, ’64 ; wounded at Berryville, September 5th, 64, and Cedar Creek,
October 19th, ’64.

1st Lieutenants—James Van Dyke, resigned, January 16th,’62. Wm.
Reese, promoted from 2d to 1st Lieutenant, January 14th, ’64; discharged,
April 14th, ’64.  W. M., Hendricks, promoted to 1st Lieutenant, September
1st, ’64 ; resigned, May 9th, ’65. - 2d Lieutenant C. S. Beard, promoted to 2d
Lieutenant, September 1st, ’64; to 1st Lieutenant, July 5th, ’65; mustered
out with company, December 25th, ’65 ; vet.

1st Sergeants—S. Y: Houpt, wounded at Pocotaligo, S. C., October 22d,
’62; promoted to Sergeant, November 1st,’64; mustered out with company.
‘Wm. Fry, promoted to Sergeant, September 1st, *64; prisoner from Octo-
ber 19th, 64, to March 4th, ’65; died at Sunbury, March 28th, ’65. Ser-
geants,—Samuel Eyster, promoted to Sergeant, December 1st,’64 ; mustered
out with company. W.F. Finck, wounded at Cedar Creek, Va., October
19th, ’64; promoted to Sergeant, April 1st,’65; mustered out with com-
pany, J. W. Switeman, promoted to Corporal, November 1st, ’64; to
Sergeant, July 10th, °65; mustered out with company. B.F. Miller, Ser-
geant, August 1Ist,’65; mustered out with company. Peter Smelser, dis-
charged on Surgeon’s certificate, June 17th, ’64. Wm. Pyers, wounded at

* Recruited at Sunhury.

Pleasant Hill, La., April 9th, ’64; killed at Cedar Creek, Va., October
19th, 64,  Peter Haupt, September 17th, '61; died of wounds received at
Pocotaligo, November 15th, ’62. John Bartlow, September 1st, ’61; Ser-
geant, September 1st, ’64; killed at Cedar Creek, October 19th, ’64.

Corporals—Timothy Snyder, September 1st, ’64; mustered out with
company. David Sloan, December 1st, '64; wounded at Berrysville,
Va., September 5th, ’64; mustered out with company. Michael Dersing,
promoted April 22d, '65; mustered out with company. Henry Seneff,
promoted April 22d, ’62; mustered out with company. George R. Good,
promoted July 1st, ’65; mustered out with company. Stewart Kirk, pro-
moted July Ist, ’65 ; mustered out with company. L. G. John, February
234, ’64; promoted August 1st, '65; mustered out with company. J. H.
Heim, mustered out September 18th, ’64 ; expiration of term. David Sny-
der, October Gth, *64; promoted to Corporal, August 1st,’65; mustered out,
October 5th, ’65. G. K. Hebler, wounded at Cedar Creek, October 19th,
’64; deserted, June 1st,’65. Mark Shipman, April 1st,’65; deserted, June
2, ’65.

Musicians—Samuel Pyers, March 27th,’63 ; mustered out with company
December 25th, '65.  J. H. Schooley, January 9th, '62; discharged by
order of War Department, April 9th,’63. H. D. Wharton, promoted to
Commissary-Sergeant, July 1st, ’65; discharged, October 12th, ’65. J. Bol-
ton Young, died at Washington, D. C., October 17th, ’61.

Privates—James G. Allen, December 25th, '62;  deserted, April 15th,
’63. " Henry Brown, mustered out with company, December 25th, ’65.
John Berry, February 24th, '64; mustered out with company, December
25th, ’65. J. W. Bricker, March 8th, ’65; mustered out with company,
December 25th, ’65.  Jared Brosius, mustered out with eompany, Decem-
ber 25th, ’65.  W. H. Brookins, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, August
27th, ’62; discharged on Surgeon’s certifieate, July —, ’63.  D. S. Beidler,
mustered out, September 18th, ’64; expiration of term. G. P. Blain,
November 28th, ’63; wounded at Cedar Creek, October 19th, ’64; mus-
tered out, May 19th, '65. G. K. Beaver, October 6th, *64; mustered out,
October 6th, ’65; expiration of term. Daniel Beaver, October Gth, ’64;
mustered out, October 6th, ’65; expiration of term. Matthias Beaver,
October Gth, ’64; mustered out, October 6th, ’65; expiration of term. Geo.
W. Bertle, died at Washington, D. C., August 8th, ’64. James Brown,
killed at Cedar Creek, October 19th, ’64. M. M. Berger, captured at
Cedar Creek, October 19th, ’64; died at Landisburg, N. C., January 6th,
’65. Emanuel Beaver, October 6th, '64; died at Winchester, December
21st, '64. Edgar Baker, July 29th, ’63; ‘deserted, July, ’63. Joseph
Baker, July 29th, 63 ; deserted, July, ’63. Zachariah Brown, October 9th,
’63 ; deserted, January 16th,’64. William Brannan, deserted, June 15th,
’65. James Bullard, June 22d, '64; deserted, July, ’64. Perry Colvin,
wounded at Cedar Creek, October 19th, ’64; absent in hospital at muster
out. Augustus Colvin, February 15th, *65; mustered out with company.
John D. Colvin, September 12th, 61 ; promoted to Signal Corps, October
13th, ’63. R. W. Druckmiller, September 13th, ’61 ; mustered out Septem-
ber 18th, ’64 ; expiration of term. Seth Deibert, October 24, ’62; killed
at Pocotaligo, October 22d, ’62. David T. Evans, February 22d, ’64;
mustered out with company. Charles Ehrie, October 2d, ’62; mustered
out October 2,’65; expiration of term. A.J. Finck, November 20, ’63;
mustered out with company, December 25th, ’65. John W. Firth, mustered
out with company, December 25th, ’65; vet. Reuben L. Fish, November
28th, ’63; mustered out with company; vet. George Fritz, discharged on
Surgeon’s certificate, July Tth, 64, J. Gensemer, mustered out with com-
pany, December 25th, '65; vet. William Good, November 29th,’63; mus-
tered out with company, December 26th, ’65; vet. Wm. Gehring, Novem-
ber, 26, ’64; mustered out with company, December 25th, ’65; vet. Jos. B.
Gray, February 23d, ’64; mustered out with company, December 25th, ’65;
vet. Jesse G. Green, December 18th, '63; wounded at Cedar Creek, Va., .
October 19th, ’64; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, February 14th, ’65. .
J. B. Gardner, killed at Cedar Creek, Va., October 19th, ’64. J. C. Grubb, .
died, November 2d, ’64; of wounds received at Cedar Creek, Va. Alex.
Given, Fcbruary 25th, '64; died, December '64, of wounds received at
Cedar Creek, Va. Jeremiah Gardner, March 28th, ’64; died at Philadel-
phia, April 11th, ’64. Alfred Hunter, mustered out with company, Decem-
ber 25th, ’65. H. W. Haas, November 27th, 63 ; ‘mustered out with com-
pany, December 25th, ’65, Charles Harp, mustered out, September, 18th,
’64; expiration of term. Conrad Holman, wounded at Pocotaligo, October
22d,’64 ; prisoner from April 8th to July 22d, ’64; mustered out, September
18th,’64; expiration of term. Robert Horrel, February 24th, 64 ; discharged
on Surgeon’s certificate, April 13th,’65. Richard Hill, September 13th, ’64;
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transfer from company E, 14th Cav., February 26th, ’65; mustered out, Sep-
tember 17th,’65; expiration of term. Freeman Haupt, discharged by General
Order, December 21st, ’63.  C. K. Herb, November 20th, ’63; transferred to
Veteran Reserve Corps, March 12th,’64.  George Haner, killed at Pocotaligo,
October 22d, 62. Jeremiah Haas, wounded at Pocotaligo, October 22d, ’62;
killed at Sabine Cross Roads, La., August 5th, '54. J. S. Hurt, died at
New Orleans, La,, August 5th, ’64.  Jared C. Irvin, February 21st, ’65;
mustered out with company, December 25th,’65. Samuel Jones, January
22d, *64; mustered out with company, December 25th,’65. G. D. John,
February 23d, ’64; wounded at Cedar Creek, Va., October 19th, ’64; mus-
tered out, July 6th,’65. Cornelius Kramer, wounded at Pleasant Hill, La.,
April 9th,’64; mustered out with company, December 16th, ’65; vet. Lorenzo
Kramer, February 23d, 65; mustered out with ecompany, December 25, '65,
E. H. Leiser, November 27th ’63; mustered out with company, December
25th, ’65. Isaac Kemble, mustered out, September 18th, *64; expiration of
term. D.W. Kemble, mustered out, September 18th,’64; expiration of term.
Isaac Kramer, November 23d, ’63; wounded at Cedar Creek, Va., October
19th, ’64; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, August 8th,’65; vet. James

Kennedy, died, April 27th, 64, of wounds received at Pleasant Hill, La., April |

Oth, ’64; vet. Theodore Kiehl, killed at Cedar Creek, Va., October 19th,
64, Geo. W. Keiser, February 20th, ’64; killed at Cedar Creek, Va., Oc-
tober 19th, '64. George Kramer, November 20th, ’63; died on board of
United States transport, “ Mississippi,” August 27th,’64. Wm. Logan, Feb-
ruary 21st, ’65; mustered out with company, December 25th, ’65. L. K.
Landon; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, March 3d, ’62.  Charles Leffer,
October 2d, ’62; wounded at Pocotaligo, October 22d, ’62; mustered out,
June 14th,’65. M. Larkins, October 2d, ’62; wounded at Pocotaligo, Octo-
ber 22d, ’62; mustered out, October 1st, ’65; expiration term. Wm. Lein-
berger, October 2d, ’62; transferred to company A, 21st Regiment Veteran
Reserved Corps, April 28th, ’65. Thos. Lothard, wounded at Pocotaligo,
October 22d, 62, and Sabine Cross Roads, La., April 8th, ’64; deserted, July
5th, ’65; vet. Eli Miller, absent, without leave at muster out. Samuel
Miller, prisoner from April 8th to July 22d, ’64; mustered out with company.
John Munsch, mustered out with company, December 25th, ’65. J. W,
McLane, November 27th, ’63; mustered out with company, December 25th,
’65. Alex. McCullough, February 24th, ’64; mustered out with company,
December 25th, ’65. Adam Maul, prisoner from May 2d to July 224, 64 ;
on detached duty at muster out. Robert C. McNeal, mustered out with
company. J.W. McNew, wounded and prisoner at Pleasant Hill, La., April
9th to July 22d, *64; mustered out with company. William Mc¢New, mus-
tered out with company. Samuel McNew, November 28th, 63 ; mustered
out with company. John McGraw, mustered out with company. Warren
McEwen, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, December 7th, ’62. George
Miller, wounded at Pleasant Hill, La., April 9th, ’64; mustered out, Sep-
tember 8th, ’64; expiration term. William Michael, January 23d, ’64;
wounded at Cedar Creek, Va., October 19th, ’64; mustered out, May 20th,
’65.  Edward Matthews, October 2d, 62; prisoner from April 8th to July
22d, ’64; mustered out, October 8th, ’65; expiration term. George Malick,
deserted, June 1st, ’65. F. H. McNeal, deserted, June 15th, ’65. Benj.
McPhilipps, mustered out, December 25th, ’65. Thomas Nipple, wounded
at Sabine Cross Roads, La., April 8th, ’64; mustered out with company.
Dav. Naylor, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, April 13th,’65; vet. Jno.S.
Oyster, November 20th, ’63 ; mustered out with company. Rich’d. O’'Rouke,
wounded at Cedar Creek, Va., October 19th, ’64; mustered out with company.
John B. Otto, mustered out with company, December 25th, ’65. \Wm. Plant,
mustered out September, ’64; expiration of term. Wm. Pfeil, September
6th, ’61; mustered out September, ’64; expiration of term. Raphael
Perez, May 20th, '63; discharged; datec unknown. J.R. Rhine, mustered
out with company, December 25th,’65. H. B. Rodrigue, November 27th,
’63; mustered out with company, December 25th, '65. Jacob Reim, Feb-
ruary 21st, ’65; mustered out with company, December 25th, '65, P. M.
Randall, mustered out with company, December 25th, '65. Alexander
Ruffaner, mustered out with company, December 25th, ’65. H. B. Rob-
inson, November 28th, '63; discharged by order of War Department, Jan-
uary 24th, ’65; minor. Joseph Rish, October 6th, ’64; mustered out
October 6th, ’64; expiration of term. 8. M. Reigle, discharged on Sur-
geon’s certificate, October 9th,’65. John Sunker, wounded at Cedar Creek,
Va., October 19th, ’64; mustered out with company, December 25th, ’65.
John W. Smith, mustered out with company, December 25th, ’65. Adam
Strong, February 24th, ’64; absent, sick, at muster out. Zach. Seaman,
February 24th, ’65 ; mustered out with company. H. C. Seasholtz, Feb-
ruary 23d, 65 ; mustered out with company. Ira Seasholtz, February 234,

’65; mustered out with company. Christian Schall, mustered out Sep-
tember 18th,’64 ; expiration of term. Isaac Snyder, mustered out Septem-
ber 18th, ’64; expiration of term. Charles F. Stewart, prisoner from
October 19th, ’64, to March 4th, ’65; mustered out, May 29th, '65 ; vet.
H. A. Shiffin, November 27th,’63 ; wounded at Cedar Creek, October 19th,
’64; transferred to V. R. C., February, ’65. Joseph Smith, killed at
Cedar Creck, October 19th, ’64. Peter Sweinhart, November 20th, '63;
died, December 1st, 64, of wounds received at Cedar Creek, Va., October
19th, ’64. John C. Sterner, killed at Pleasant Hill, La., April 9th, ’65.
Ephraim Thatcher, mustered out, September, ’64; expiration of term.
Noah Ulrich, mustered out, October 5th, '65; expiration of term. Robert
W. Vincent, February 26th, '64; mustered out with company, December
25th, ’65. Frederick Vaun, February 24th, ’64; transferred to Company
G., Dec. 16th, ’64; mustered out with company. David Werkle, wounded
at Cedar Creek, October 19th ’64; absent, sick, at muster out. Joseph
Walters, wounded at Cedar Creek, October 19th, ’64 ; mustered out with
company. Samuel Walters, November 28th, ’63; mustered out with com-
pany. Henry W. Wolf, mustered out, September 18th, 64 ; expiration of
term. Theo. Woodbridge, mustered out, September- 18th, 64 ; expiration
of term. James Whistler, mustered out, September 18th, ’64.; expiration
of term. Benjamin Walls, wounded at Pleasant Hill, La., April 9, ’64;
mustered out, September 18th, '64 ; expiration of term. Samuel Whistler,
mustered out, September 18th, 64 ; expiration of term. Charles Wenrick,
November 26, ’63 ; mustered out, June 6th, ’65. Solomon Wetzel, October
17th, 64 ; mustered out, October 16, ’65; expiration of term. George C.
Watson, died at Key West, Fla., August 26th, ’62. Peter Wolf, killed at
Pocotaligo, October 22d, ’62. John E. Will, killed at Cedar Creek, Octo-
ber 19th, ’64. E. B. Walters, November 28th, ’63; died at Charleston,
August 20th, ’65; vet. J. W. Walton, deserted, June 2d, ’65; vet.
James Wolf, deserted, Feb. 6th, '63.

53D REGIMENT.
(Unless otherwise given, the date of muster in each case, is Oct. 23d, 1861.)
Company H.

Captains—DMcCurdy Tate, discharged, August 28th, ’62. P. H. Schreyer,
October 10th, 61; promoted to Captain, August 28th, 62; commissioned
Major, September, 18, ’67; not mustered; mustered out, October 8th, '64;
expiration of term. James D. Marsh, promoted to Captain, November, 2d,
’64; mustered out with company.

1st Lieutenants—Lawrence. Huff, promoted to 1st Lieutenant, March 1st,
’63; commissioned Captain, September 28th, ’64; not mustered; mustered
out, October 8th, '64; expiration of term. W. W. Dentler, promoted to
Commissary-Sergeant, December 22d, ’63; to 2d Lieutenant, December 8th,
’6+4; to 1st Lieutenant, January 18th, ’65; mustered out with company, June
30th, 1865. 2d Lieutenants—S. T. Piatt, promoted to 2d Lieutenant, August
22d, ’63; dismissed, April 13th, ’64. M. Thornton, promoted to 2d Lieu-
tenant, January 24th, ’65; mustered out with company.

1st Sergeants—Alfred Hays, promoted to 1st Sergeant, March 28th, 65;
mustered out with company. Charles Allen, promoted to 1st Sergeant; died
at Annapolis, March 28th, ’65. Sergeants—H. 8. Geiger, promoted to Ser-
geant; mustered out with company. J. F. Albright, promoted to Sergeant,
January 24th, ’65; mustered out with company. 8. Robenold, promoted to
Sergeant, February 27th, ’65; absent, sick; mustered out. J. F. Ryan,
promoted to Sergeant, March 28th, ’65; mustered out with company. James
Geist, promoted to Sergeant; prisoner from June 10th to November 25th,
’64; discharged, by General Order, same date. John C. Irwin, February
11th, ’64; captured; died at Millen, Ga., October 14th, '64. 8. D. Haugh-
enback, killed in action, June 16th, ’64. Wm. Harrison, died, July 24, ’64,
of wounds received in action. .

Corporals—Levi A. Leferm, promoted to Corporal; mustered out with
company. Amandus Gold, January 30th, 64; promoted to Corporal; pris-
oner from August 25th to September 25th, 64 ; mustered out with company.
J. M. Coufer, promoted to Corporal; prisoner from June 1st to September
13th, *62; mustered out with company, June 30th, ’65. James Rodermel,
January 30th, '64; promoted to Corporal, February 224, 65; mustered out
with company. A. D. Galutia, April 4th, ’64; promoted to Corporal Feb-
ruary 23d, '65; absent, sick; mustered out. Theodore Scott, wounded in
action, June 17th, 64; absent at muster out. D. P. Waltman, promoted to
Corporal, May 25th, ’68; mustered out with company. W. J. Bickford,
August 30th,’63; drafted; promoted to Corporal, December 11th,’84 ; absent,
sick, at muster out. Jacob Corey, August 30th; drafted; promoted to Cor-
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poral, January 1st, ’65; absent, sick, at muster out. Lionel Stanley, pro-
moted to Corporal; prisoner from October 14th, ’63, to November 9th, *64;
discharged, by General Order, same date. John Showers, October 1st, *6+4;
drafted; discharged, by General Order, May 3l1st, ’65. James Ossenan,
March 22d, ’64; discharged, by General Order, June 16th, ’65. C. F.
Hohnbow, October, 224, ’63; discharged, by General Order, June 16th, *65.
R. P. Strine, October 22d, ’63; died, May 12th, ’64, of wounds received in
action. Henry Kohler, October 22d, ’63; not on muster-out roll. H. W.
Hagenback, October 22d, '63; not on muster-out roll. M. L. Everhart,
October 22d, ’63; not on muster-out roll. J. M. Hougendobler, October 22d,
’65; not on muster-out roll. Wm., C. Best, October 22d, ’65; not on muster-
out roll. Joseph Black, October 22d, ’65; not on muster-out roll.

Musicians—Wm. Longmacker, Febrnary 25th, '64; mustered out with
company. James McCleary, February 26th, ’65; mustered out with com-
pany. John Caldwell, promoted to pl. musician, November 1st, ’61; vet.
John Dally, not on muster-out roll.

Privates—Seth Andrews, August 19th, 63 ; drafted; absent, sick, at mus-
ter out. W. J. Ameigh, September 26th, '64; drafted; died, April 13th,
’65, of wounds received in action. S.W. E. Byers, March 24th, '64; absent,
sick, at muster out. D. Buchanan, October 26th, ’64; substitute; mustered
out with company, June 30th, ’65. Samuel Bittner, June 3d, '64; drafted;
discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, December 3d 64. Perry C. Brown,
September 27th, *64; drafted; discharged by General Order, May 31st, 'G5,
J. D. Barber, September 28th, ’64; discharged, by General Order, May 31st,
65. John Boal, October 1st, '64; discharged, by General Order, May 31st,
’65. Benjamin Bittner, October 1st, ’64; drafted; discharged, by General
Order, May 31st, ’65. John D. Burd, April 4th, ’64; captured; died at
‘Florence, October 14th,’64. J. N. H. Bell, April 4th, ’64; died, June 10th,
'64, of wounds received in action. M. Bumbaugh, August 29th, ’62; drafted;
deserted, March 5th, ’65. J. H. Brubaker, August 28th, '63; drafted;
deserted February 10th, ’65. G. W. Bowers; not on muster-out roll.
Charles Britton, not on muster-out roll. W. W. Burrows, not on muster-

out roll. Nicholas Becker, not on muster-out roll. R. P. Bratton, not .

on muster-out roll. Thomas Bird, not on muster-out roll. J. B. Culbertson,
August 21st, ’63; drafted; deserted October 9th, ’64; returned, November
1st, ’64; mustered out with company. Francis Canovan, October, 18th, ’64;
substitute ; absent, sick, at muster out. N. D. Clutter, April 12th, ’64;
mustered out with company. Peter Q. Cerlough, August 20th, ’63 ; drafted ;
absent, sick, at muster out. Thomas Collins, November 1st, ’64; substi-
tute; discharged by General Order, June 8th, ’65. Frederick Carver, Oc-
tober 1st,’64; drafted; discharged by General Order, May 13th,’65. John
M. Coist, January 19th, ’63; died, August 13th, 64, of wounds received in
action. W. L. Coster, April 4th,’64; died at City Point, Va., July 8th, ’64.
Christopher Corwin, April 4th, ’64; killed in action, March 31st, ’64.
Friend Cook, March 5th, ’64; discharged by General Order, May 13th, ’65.
William C. Coyle, not on muster-out roll. Walter Cowden, not on muster-
out roll. L. W. Divelbiss, August 19th, ’63; drafted; mustered out with
company, June 30th, ’65. Jacob Divelbiss, August 27th, '63; drafted;
.absent, sick, at muster out. Charles N. Dunbar, April 4th, '64; discharged
by General Order, May 38lst,’65. David Dougherty, October 4th, '64;
drafted; discharged by General Order, June 16th, ’65. Ira Downs, April
4th, ’64; ecaptured; died at Salisbury, N. C., November 30th, ’64. Wil-
liam Dix, October 24th, ’64; substitute; deserted April 20th, ’65. William
Deetz, not on muster-out roll. G. W. Deer, not on muster-out roll. W.
H. Dobbs, March 25th, ’64; deserted March 27th, ’64. Oscar E. Erway,
April 4th, ’64; deserted July 15th, 64; returned December 26th, 64; dis-
charged by General Order, July 8th, '65. George Eaton, February 3d, ’64;
absent, sick, at muster out. J. L. Evans, September 17th, ’63; drafted;
absent, sick, at muster out. John Eveland, not on muster-out roll. Peter
Fowler, April 22d, ’64; not on muster-out roll. Charles A. Fisher, Septem-
ber 17th, ’63; drafted; absent, sick, at muster out. John Fisher, November
29th ’62; mustered out with company, June 3d, ’65. Samuel Fisher, June
4th, ’64; discharged by General Order, June 19th, ’65. Hugh Fisher, not
on muster-out roll. Aaron Fox, not on muster-out roll. John B. Grumm,
April 4th, ’64; mustered out with company, June 30th, ’65. Timothy Ga-
lutia, April 4th, ’64; absent, sick, at muster out. W. J. Grover, April 4th,
'64; mustered out with company, June 30th, ’65. Jeremish Garris, March
3d, '64; missing in action, May 12th, ’64. G. W. Gates, September 27th,
'64; drafted; discharged by General Order, May 31st,’65. Charles Gummo,
September 2Tth, ’64; drafted; discharged by General Order, May 31st, *65.
Robert Hall, March 24th, ’64; wounded in action, April 2d, ’65; absent at
muster out. John High, mustered out with company, June 30th, 65; vet.

D. Hendrickson, April 4th, ’64; wounded at Cold Harbor, June 3d, '64;
absent at muster out. Daniel Harvey, March 31, ’64; wounded at Spott-
sylvanin Court House, May 12th, ’G4; absent at muster out. Levi Hamil-
ton, March 28th, ’64; mustered out with company, June 30th, '65. D. S.
Hopkins, February 29th, ’64; discharged by General Order, July 7th, ’65.
M. V. Huffinaster, August 28th, ’63; drafted; mustered out with company.
Thomas Hughes, February 26th, ’64; discharged by General Order, June
5th, ’65.  Henry Houts, October 1st, ’G4; drafted; discharged by General
Order, May 31st, ’65.  George Hause; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate,
February 20th, 65, John Henry, November 1st, '64; substitute; killed in
action, March 31st, ’65. Hall Henry, captured; died at Florence, S. C,,
October 20th,’64. A, S. Hatch, April 4th,’64; died July 2d, 64, of wounds
received in action. 8. W. Hopkins, April 4th, 64; discharged by General
Order, May 15th, ’65.  Joseph Harris, not on muster-out roll.  Alexander
Hazlett, not on muster-out roll. George Jones, February 27th, ’64, mus-
tered out with company, June 30th, ’65. Nelson Johnston, September 30th,
'64; drafted; discharged by General Order, May 31st, ’65. James A.
Koony, March 22d, ’64; mustered out with company, June 30th, ’65.
Daniel King, March 22d, ’64; mustered out with company, June 30th, ’65.
VWilliam Keener, March 24th, ’64; mustered out with company, June 30th,
’65.  Samuel Kelly, April 4th, ’64; discharged by General Order, June
16th, ’65. John F. Kain, October 14th, '63; substitute; deserted April 28th,
’64; Milton Kirkwood, IFebruary 2d, ’G4; discharged by General Order, July
19th, ’65. Daniel Knittle, not on muster-out roll. James Knittle, not on
muster-out roll. Levi E. Kistler, not on muster-out roll. John Lunger,
February 11th, ’64; mustered out with company, June 30th, '65. J. L.

Lyman, August 27th, ’63; drafted; deserted July 1st,’6+. W. A. Lewis,

not on muster-out roll. William Long, not on muster-out roll. Bernard
Leform, not on muster-out roll. Cyrenius Murray, mustered out with com-
pany, June 30th, ’65.  Joseph Mauck, January 31st, ’64; mustered out with
company, June 30th, ’65; John Murphy, October 28th, ’64; substitute;

deserted June 17th, ’65. A. Middlesworth, October 22d, ’64; substitute;

mustered out with company. Francis Myers, October 22d, ’64; substitute;
discharged by General Order, July 8th, ’65. William Morrison, March 31st,

’64, absent, sick at muster out. Gabricl Miller, February 26th, '64; miss-

ing in action June 22d, ‘64. Jacob Martial, March 23, ’63; substitute;
mustered out with company, June 30th,’65. Leonard Messimer, March 8th,
’64; mustered out with company. Lyman Miller, February 26th, ’64; mus-
tered out with company. John Mauck, discharged on Surgeon’s certificate,
February 21st, °65.  Andrew Mallory, October 4th, ’6+4; drafted; discharged
on General Order, June 16th, ’65. Laurin Matson, September 28th, ’64;
drafted; discharged on General Order, May 3lst, ’65. IE. D. Martin, Feb-
ruary 29th, ’64; discharged by General Order, June 20th, '65. Michael
Many, captured; died at IFlorence, S. C,, November 30th, '64; vet. And.
Marshall, April 5th, ’64; deserted November 30th, ’64. John Moyer, not
on muster-out roll. John Mayer, not on muster-out roll. James L. Miller,
not on muster-out roll. Martin Miller, not on muster-out roll. William
Moffit, not on muster-out roll. James M’Namee, not on muster-out roll.
Ashbel Norton, October 20th, *64; substitute; discharged by General Order,
June 5th, ’65. Adam Nearhood, March 9th, ’64; mustered out with com-
pany, June 30th, ’65. David Noble, October 24th, ’64; substitute; dis-
charged by General Order, June 7th, ’65. John Ohler, June 23d, ’64;
drafted; deserted July 21st, ’64; returned October 25th, ’64; mustered out
with company. William Purdy, February 22d, ’64; missing in action, May
12th, ’64. 8. L. Potter, August 28th, '63; drafted; absent, sick, at muster
out. William Parker, October 7th, ’64; drafted; discharged by General
Order, June 16th, 65. W. H. Plowman, September 28th, '64; drafted;
died, February 2d, '65, at City Point, Va. Robert Patterson, not on muster-
out roll. Michael Powers, not on muster-out roll. John Quinn, December
29th, ’63; mustered out with company, June 30th, ’65. Joseph Reed, Octo-
ber 29th, ’61; mustered out with company, June 30th, ’65. George T.
Rodermel, October 29th, ’61; mustered out with company, June 30th, 65,
Lemuel Rauck, January 30th, ’64; mustered out with company, June 30th,
’64. John H. Rich, October 21st, ’64; substitute; mustered out with com-
pany. dJohn Rich, October 28th, ’64; substitute; mustered out with com-
pany. Lindsley Roop, March 26th, ’64; absent, sick, at muster out. Henry

Roop, March 26th, ’64; mustered out with company. William Roop, April
“Tth, ’64; absent, sick, at muster out. Alexander Robinson, February 29th,
’64; absent, sick, at muster out. Henry Robinold, February 25th, *64;

wounded, with loss of arm; discharged November 30th, ’64. A. M. Rich-
ardson, October -4th, ’64; drafted; discharged by General Order, June 9th,
'65. John C. Reifsnyder, August 28th, ’63; drafted; discharged by General
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Order, May 31st, ’85. Zach. Robinold, not on muster-out roll. David C.
Secor, April 4th,’64; wounded at Spottsylvania Court House, May 10th,
’64; absent at muster out. Philo Stonemetz, April 4th, ’64; mustered out

with company. John Scutchall, July 5th, *64; drafted; deserted July 24th,

’64; returned; mustered out with company. Edward Short, October 28th,
’64; substitute, mustered out with company. Lafayette Steffy, April 4th,
’64;" discharged by General Order, May 15th, ’65. A. W. Standish, Feb-
ruary 8th, ’65; mustered out with company. Joseph Shirey, August
20th, ’63; drafted; mustered out with company. Chas. J. Smith, Octo-
ber 19th, ’63; substitute; mustered out with company. Jacob Stull,
August 19th, ’63; substitute; absent, wounded at muster out. Joseph

Shirk, March 12th, ’64; absent, sick, at muster out. Peter Swisher, March -

19th, ’64; mustered out with company. Wm. Suttle, March 22d, ’64; ab-
sent, sick, at muster out. Simon Struman, August 28th, ’63 ; absent, sick, at
muster out. John Swart, February 24th, 64 ; absent, sick, at muster out.
George Sweeny, March 1st, ’64; mustered out with company. Thos, Smith,
mustered out November 8th, ’64; expiration term. John Seibert, discharged
March 23d, ’65; for wounds received in action. Reuben Snyder, January
30th, 64 ; discharged on Surgeon’s certificate, February 9th, ’64. Joseph
Smith, February 9th, ’64; transferred to Veteran Reserved Corps, October
1st, ’64. John Steinbacker, April 14th,’64; died June 1st, ’64, of wounds
received in action. O. C. Sherman, August 20th, ’63; drafted, deserted
April 30th, ’64. William Stanley, not on muster-out roll. - Wm. P.Shutt,
not on muster-out roll. David Stiber, died at Harrison’s Landing, date un-
koown. Simon Sprunger, not on muster-out roll. Wm. H. Swenzell, not
on muster-out roll. Michael Shaffer, April 22d, ’64; not on muster-out roll.
Dennis Tobin, November 1st, ’64; substitute; mustered out with company.
James Thurston, April 14th, ’64; captured; died at Andersonville, Septem-
ber 10th, ’64. John Taylor, not on muster-out roll. Geo. Vandling, mus-
tered out November 8th, ’64; expiration term. W. H. Vannetta, not on
muster-out roll. John Vannetta, not on muster-out roll. Geo. E, Williams,
August 28th, ’63; drafted; mustered out with company. Samuel Wingard,
October 1st, 64; drafted; discharged by General Order, May 81st, ’65. Wm.
‘Wherry, March 24th, *63; discharged by General Order, June 2d,’65. Levi
F. Weida, not on muster-out roll. Joseph Wetzel, not on muster-out roll.
Heénry H. Wilson, wounded at Fair Oaks, May 31st, ’62; discharged on Sur-
geant certificate; date unknown. John Yolton, March 29th, ’64; absent;
sick, at muster ont.

7T4TH REGIMENT.

(Unless otherwise given, the date of muster in each case, is March 17th, 1865.)

Company C.

Captains—Elias P. Rohrbach, March 3d, ’65; promoted to Major, May
2d, ’65 ; mustered out with regiment, August 29th, ’65. John H. Lewis,
March 4th, ’65; promoted from Adjutant, July 9th, ’65; mustered out with
company. :

1st Lieutenant—S. 8. Hendricks, February 20th, ’65; discharged by Special
Order, May 12th, ’65. 2d Lieutenants—C. D. Rohrbach, March 29th, ’65 ;
discharged by Special Order, May 21st, ’65. B. F. Bright, promoted to 2d
Lieutenant, July 2d, ’65 ; mustered out with company, August 29th, *65.

1st Sergeant—Earnest Starkloff, mustered out with company, August

29th,’65. Sergeants—H. B. Longsdorf, mustered out with company, August
29th, ’65. 'W.H. Row, March 9th,’65; mustered out with company, August
29th, ’65. P. S. Gussler, mustered out with company, August 29th, 65.
J. G. Young, promoted to Sergeant, July 2d, ’65; mustered out with com-
pany. _ ,
Corporals—A. H. Boyer, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65.
Jacob Fetter, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. Perry Jarrett,
March 9th, ’65; mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. Uriah
Foulk, mustered out with company, August 29th,’65. Alexander Cassatt,
mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. W. B. Longsdorf, mus-
tered out with company, August 29th, ’65. J. R. Bright, March 7th, ’65;
promoted to Corporal, July 2d, ’65; mustered out with company. Philip
Keefer, March 18th, ’65 ; mustered out with company. .

Musicians—Henry Cassatt, March 8th, ’65 ; mustered out with company.
P. F. Zimmerman, mustered out with company.

Privates—Philip Arrison, March 23d, ’65 ; mustered out with company.-

Phares Adams, March 9th, ’65 ; mustered out with company. Henry Bill-
man, March 8th, ’65; mustered out with company. Jacob W. Bright,
mustered out with company. Chas. H. Bucher, mustered out with com-
pany. H. W. Bucher, absent on furlough on muster-out. John Bell,
mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. John T. Brower, mustered

out with company, August 29th, ’65. Absalom Beaver, March 29th, ’6.5;

. mustered out with company, August 29th, *65. Henry Boyer, deserted,

June 9th, ’65. D. K. Conrad, mustered out with company, August 29th,
'65. Jacob Cassatt, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. Peter
H. Coble, deserted, July 9th, ’65. Leonard Dole, March 27th, 65 ; mustered
out with company, August 29th, '65. Landis Fry, mustered out with com-
pany, August 29th, ’65. J. P. Griggs, March 8th, ’65; mustered out with
company, August 20th, °65, Wm. Garringer, March 8th, ’65; mustered out
with company, August 29th,’65. Monroe Geasey, mustered out with com-
pany, August 29th, ’65. Geo. B. Genther, mustered out with company,
August 29th, ’65. 'W. J. Harp, mustered out with company, August 29th,
’65. F.J. Haughton, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. J.
'W. Hopper, mustered out with company, August 29th,’65. Thomas Men-
ninger, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. B. A. Hopper,
mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. Galen Holshue, mustered
out with company, August 29th, ’65. Fred. Herman, mustered out
with company, August 29th, ’65. Aaron Hummel, March 9th, ’65; ab-
sent on furlough at muster-out. M. K. Herman, March 8th, ’65 ; deserted,
July 9th, ’65. Edward Israel, mustered out with company, August 29th,
’65. Daniel Jarett, March 13th, ’65; mustered out with company, August
29th, ’65. M. S. Kaufman, March 8th, ’65; mustered out with company,
August 29th,’65. Henry Kemble, mustered out with company, August 29th,
’65. Eli Kerlin, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. John
Leeser, March 23d,°65; mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. J.
W. Lyon, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. . John J. Lan-
daw] mustered out with company, August 29th,’65. Gideon Landaw, mus-
tered out with company, August 29th, ’65. Frank Leader, mustered out
with company, August 29th, ’65. Wm. Leesman, mustered out with com-
pany, August 29th, ’65. Solomon Lesser, April 5th, ’65; mustered out with
company, August 29th, ’65. Martin Mills, March 13th, ’65; mustered out
with company, August 20th, ’65. John S. Messner, mustered out with com-
pany, August 29th, ’65. Samuel Milkof, March 9th, ’65; mustered out with
company, August 29th, ’65. Thomas E. Metzgar, April 6th, *65; mustered
out with company, August 29th, ’65. J. W. Meyers, deserted, July 9th, ’65.
James McPherson, March 13th, *65; mustered out with company, August
29th, ’65. Robert B. McCay, March 13th, ’65; mustered out with company,
August 20th, ’65. James P, McKenney, March 13th, ’65; mustered out with
company, August 29th, ’65. A. J. McKain, April 5th, ’65; mustered out
with company, Aug. 29th, ’65. - W. C. Otto, mustered out with company, Aug.
29th, ’65. Albert Robins, March Tth, ’65; mustered out with company, Aug.
29th,’65. John Baker, absent on furlough at muster-out. W. H. Rohrbach,
mustered out with company, Aug. 29th,’65. Julius Ray, mustered out with
company, Aug. 29th, ’65. G. A. Reeser, mustered out with company, Aug.
29th, 656. 'Wm. Ritter, March 9th, ’65; mustered out with company, August

-29th, ’65. John Ritter, March 9th, ’65; mustered ont with company, Au-

gust 29th, ’65. L. Renninger, March 29th, ’65; mustered out with company,
Aug, 29th, ’65. P. M. Snyder, March 28th, ’65 ; mustered out with company,
Aug 29th,’65. John M. Shire, March 24th, ’65; mustered out with com-
pany, August 29th, ’65. Noah Stettler, March 13th, ’65; discharged by
General Order, July 9th,’65. John Stettler, March 13th, ’65; deserted,
June 25th, ’65. Peter Stepp, deserted, July 9th, ’65. John Shuyler, March
8th; deserted July 1st, ’65. Henry Upslinger, March 9th, ’65; mustered
out with company, August 29th, ’65. John Wilver, March 23d, ’65; mus-
tered out with company, August 29th, ’65. John Zimmerman, March 9th,
65; mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. Henry Zerbe, mustered
out with company, August 29th, ’65.

Company E.
(Date of muster, February 28th, 1865.)

Captain, W. H. Wolfe, mustered out with company, August 29th, 65,

1st Lieutenant, IL. M. Spayd, mustered out with company, August 29th,
’65. 2d Lieutenant, J. T. M’Gregor, discharged, June 21st, ’65.

1st Sergeant, H. S. Thomas, mustered out with company, August 29th,
’65. Sergeants—C. H. Seaman, mustered out with company, August 29th,
’65. Thomas Sutterson, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65.
Adam Batdorf, mustered out with company, August 29th, '65. James
Murphy, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. 'W. Irvin, mus-
tered out with company, August 29th, ’65.

Corporals—Joseph Middleton, promoted to Corporal, June 15th, ’65;
mustered out with company. dJacob Haus, mustered out with company,
August 29th, ’65. Hiram Dye, mustered out with company, August 29th,
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’65. Thomas Brooks, mustered out with company, August 20th, ’65.
Owen Nagle, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. L. B. Wetzel,
mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. J. S. Middleton, mustered
out with company, August 29th, ’65. 8. J. Irvin, discharged by General
Order, May 15th, ’65.

Musicians—dJohn Marshall, mustered out with company, August 29th,’65.
8. B. Morgan, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65.

Privates—George W. Askine, discharged by General Order, June 19th,
’65. Alexander W. Blair, mustered out with company, August 29th, 6.
James Buoy, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. Charles C.
Bright, discharged by General Order, July 9th, ’65. 'W. H. Blind, mustered
out with company, August 29th, ’65. Nathan DBurkhart, mustered out
with company, August 99th, ’65. Amos H. Barrett, mustered out with
company, August 29th, '65. G. F. Baker, discharged by General Or-
der, August 29th,’65. Joseph Burk, discharged by General Order, August
1st,’65. C. W. Coleman, mustered out with company, August 29th, *65.
R. C. Creitzer, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. William
Coup, mustered out with company, August 29th, '65. Daniel W. Cox,
mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. J. Datesman, mustered out
with company, August 29th, '65. E. Diefenderfer, mustered out with com-
pany, ‘August 29th, ’65. James Dixon, mustered out with company, Au-
gust 29th, ’65.  John Divel, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65.
W. H. H. Diehl, mustered dut with -company, August 29th, '65. S. B.
Dodge, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. Geo. R. Detwiler,
discharged by General Order, June 29th, ’65. W, 8. Eckert, mustered out
with company, August 29th, ’65. J. H. Ernst, discharged by General
Order, August 1st, '65. Michael Fix, mustered out with company, August
29th, ’65. William H. Freed, mustered out with company, August 29th,
’65. William D. Freymire, discharged by General Order, June 30th, ’65.
J. J. Gehrig, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. J. D. Gehrig,
mustered out with company, August 29th, 65; W. J. Garkins, mustered

out with company, August 29th, ’65. Charles M. Goodman, mustered out’

with company, August 29th, ’65. Edwin F. Gold, mustered out with com-
pany, August 29th,’65. W. Y. Gray, mustered out with company, August
29th, ’65. William F. Gressler, discharged by General Order, June 29th,
’65. J. B. Gehrig, discharged by General Order, August 1st, '65. S.
Hoagland, mustered out with company, August 29th,’65. James Hoag-
land, mustered out with company, August 29th ’65. William Hull, must-
ered out with company, August 29th, ’65. John Hilbourn, mustered out
with company, August 29th, ’65. Reese S, Harris, mustered out with com-
pany, August 29th, ’65. 'W. H. Huth, discharged by General Order, June
30th, ’65. J. R. Housel, discharged by General Order, July 9th, ’65.
Isaac Harline, discharged by General Order, August 1st, 65, W. A, Im-
body, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. -George Imbody,
mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. 8. J. James, deserted, March
10th, ’65. Arthur L. Kline, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65.
Jobn D. Kline, mustered out with company, August 29th, '65. Henry
Kissinger, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. O. P. Kaufman,
mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. Stephen Kendrick, mus-
tered out with company, August 29th, ’65. Benjamin XKlingfelter, dis-
charged by General Order, July 9th,’65. D. H. Keifer, discharged by
General Order, August 1st,’65. W. H. Miller, mustered out with com-
pany, August 29th, ’65. Henry Montague, mustered out with company,
August 29th, ’65. Benjamin Miller, mustered out with company, August
20th, ’65. L. A. Mathias, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65.
John Martin, discharged by General Order, June 30th, ’65. G. W. Over-
peck, discharged by General Order, August 1st, ’65. John Peeler, Jr.,
mustered out with company, August 29th, '65. Henry C. Paul, mustered
out with company, August 29th, ’65. William Penny, mustered out with
company, August 29th, ’65. Isracl Philipps, mustered out with company,
August 29th, ’65. Jacob H. Rishel, mustered out with company, August
29th, ’65. Samuel W. Riddel, mustered out with company, August 29th,
’65. Heymon Reynolds, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65.
E. H. Reese, died, June 20th, ’65. William Stutzman, mustered out with
company, August 29th,’65. George P.Swarts, mustered out with company,
August 29th, '65. David L. Starrick, mustered out with company, August
29th, ’65. Charles H. Smith, musteted out with company, August 29th,
65, T. J. Sticker, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. G. P.
Straub, mustered out with company, August 29th, '65. 'W. B. Stadden,
mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. J. D. Swarts, discharged
by General Order, June 30th, ’65. Benjamin Snyder, discharged by Gen-
eral Order, August 14th,’65. Albert Tregs, mustered out with company,

August 20th, ’65.  F. M. Vandergrift, mustered out with company, August
29th, '65. Peter Werts, mustered out with company, August 29th, 'G5,
Joseph Werts, mustered out with company, August 29th, '65. William
Weimar, mustered out with company, August 29th, ’65. John Yount,
mustered out with company, August 29th, '65.

CAPTAIN JAMES TAGGART.

James Taggart, who recruited and first commanded Company “B,” Fifth
Pennsylvania Reserves, was the third son of John and Hannah Taggart.
He was born in Northumberland, February 4th, 1827. His maternal grand-
father was Matthew Huston, who, more than seventy years ago, represented
the County of Philadelphia in the Assembly, and was afterwards chief clerk
of that body, when Lancaster was the seat of government. IHis paternal
grand-father, David Taggart, was the sole escort of Simon Snyder, when he
left his home in Northumberland County, to be inaugurated Governor of the
State. They made the whole journey on horse back with no baggage, but
their saddle-bags, and got a good ducking in Middle Creck, which they at-
tempted to ford without knowing the way. Traveling expenses were light
in those days—whisky only three cents a drink, and pure ryeat that! What
unfortunate worshipper of Bacchus does not envy his grand-father! There
is no modern improvement to balance the degeneracy and the high price of
whisky.

When the war began, Captain Taggart was a merchant in his native
village—a widower with two children—under seven years of age. He was
so well esteemed, that when it was known that he would accept command of
the company, the ranks were soon filled with men and boys, whose ages
ranged from seventeen to fifty-three. The oldest was Albin Newberry—the
youngest, John Brantijam. Henry A. Colt, was First, and Charles C. Jones,
Second Lieutenant; and James D. Slater, First Sergeant.

They left for Camp Curtin, in May, 1861, and immediately after the first
battle of Bull Run, marched to the front. _

On the 30th of June, 1862, at the battle of Glendale, the last of the seven
days’ fight, Captain Taggart fell in the same volley with the brave and be-
loved commander of his regiment, Colonel Seneca G. Simmons, and Major
Henry J. Biddle, General M’Call’s, Chief of Staff. His remains were never
found, but still mingle with the soil of the battle-field. His monument, at
Northumberland, bears this fitting inseription :

* They never fail, who die
In a great cause; the block may soak thelr gore:
Their heads may sodden in the sun: their limbs
Be strung to city gates and castle walls:
But still thelr spirit walks abroad. Though years
Elapse, nnd others share as dark a dooin,
They but augment the deep and sweeping thoughts,
‘Which overpower all others, and conduct
T he world at last to freedom.”

In a family of nine, his was the first death in thirty years. His father
still lives in his eighty-first year, and three brothers and an only sister yet
survive.

CAPTAIN CHARLES WELLS.

Captain Taggart was succeeded by his First Licutenant, Charles G. Wells,
a gallant and capable officer, also a native of Northumberland. He was a
man of wit, as well as of patriotism and courage. He was a carpenter by
trade, and in politics an intense Native American. On one occasion, he was
making a huge pine grave-box for an Irishman. It was so big, that Charley
remarked: “The devil will think he has brought his shanty with him.”
He was killed in the thickest of the fight at Chancellorsville.

CAPTAIN JAMES D. SBLATER.

The next captain was James D. Slater, a scarred veteran of the Mexican
war, a blunt, brave man, who never feared to fight for his country, or his
opinions. On election days, he was a tower of strength to his party, and his
bold logical utterances made him a formidable opponent. His political ad-
versaries gave him a wide berth, for he had a rough way of calling wrong
things by their right names. He escaped the perils of two bloody wars to
die peacefully at home. On three Decoration Days the flowers have been
heaped upon his grave.

No company in the service has been commanded by three better, braver,
truer men, and it was worthy of them.

Captain Taggart’s son and daughter still live in Northumberland. Wells
died childless, and Slater never married.
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THE SANITARY COMMISSION OF NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY.

Poets have sung of the courage and heroism of the women of Sparta,
whose self-sacrifice, in defence of their beloved city, has become known to the
civilized world. The respect and esteem, in which women are held in all
Christendom, has been greatly increased by the admiration of mankind, for
the bravery exhibited by the women of old, whose enthusiasm inspired the
fathers, husbands, sons and brothers, with more than mortal courage, and
expelled the invaders from their ancient citadels. The day has passed, when
it was necessary for the weaker part of mankind, to cut off their flowing
locks, to weave strings for the bows of the archers, and to throw their frail
bodies into the breach, to inspire with greater courage, their natural defen-
ders; but the opportunity for the exhibition of a fervor, unparalleled in the
annals of the world’s history, was presented during the trying scenes that
filled our land with sorrowing lament, in the progress of the last war. Prior
to 1861, the women of America were characterized the world over, as effemi-
nate, and for the performance of any of the sterner duties of life, incompe-
tent by reason of their delicacy. In every thing of a refining nature, in the
drawing man out of self, building up the finer part of his nature, and giving
lustre’to a character that would be otherwise filled with dross and all man-
ner of uncleanliness, the women of America take rank far above their sisters
of the Old World, who have never fully removed the veil that the dark ages
left over them, dwarfing the growth of the best part of their natures. Here,
women stand on a pedestal far above the aspirations of man, occupying the
middle ground, between Heaven and earth, constituting a happy medium
between Divinity and finiteness. They had gradually assumed the role ap-
parently bést suited to them, and none dreamed them possessed of the ele-
ments of true heroism, which the opportunities occasioned by the last war
so strikingly developed. Man buckled on his armor, and went forth to com-
bat with the enemies of his country, nerved to the work, by the remembrance
that the home sheltering his trembling, delicate wife or sister, was threatened
with desecration, unthinking that he had left behind him, a spirit that when
aroused, would exhibit more true moral courage, than the strongest soldiers
in the ranks, but such was proven. The moment a wail of distress came up
from the wounded friend, women sprang to the rescue, and performed feats
of courage, self-sacrifice and endurance, in comparison with which the accom-
plishments of the women of Sparta, sinks into insignificance. The citizens of
every locality in the North, have just reason to feel proud of the achieve-
ments of their women. Everywhere was the one response to the ery for help,
the heartiness of which buoyed the drooping spirits of the sick and wounded,
and saved from the stranger grave, thousands of the country’s brave de-
fenders. Through the favor of the worthy Secretary of the Sanitary Com-
mission for Sunbury, we are made familiar with the work performed by the
women of the County, and can form some conception of the labor and good
accomplished. i -

The people of Sunbury began their good work for the soldiers, April 18th
1861. A company of volunteers from Sunbury, went to Harrisburg on
Saturday morning, April 19th, and by Monday morning, every man was
furnished with a new flannel shirt and a needle-book. These were made by
the women of Sunbury, from material purchased by the citizens of the town.
On Monday, April 21st, the companies from the upper counties, and from
Western New York, began to pass through the town by railway. They were
very hungry, and were fed by the people. This led to the habit of keeping
ham, bread and coffee, in readiness, to use immediately. During the war, at
least forty thousand soldiers were furnished with meals. At one time, the
“Bucktail” Regiment of one thousand men, commanded by Colonél Kane, was
furnished with two meals, and lodged for twenty-four hours. Sometimes, when
the soldiers left the town, there was not a loaf of bread in it; as the people,
with but few _exceptiohs, were unfailing in their liberality. Boxes were sent
from time to time to the army, and stockings were knit by a society formed
for that purpose. They met every Tuesday evening, at the houses of the
members. During May, 1863, several circulars from the United States Sani-
tary Commission were received. A meeting was called at the house of Mrs.
William Wilson, May 30th, 1863, and the “Sanitary Aid Society of Sunbury,
Pennsylvania,” was organized. Mrs. Charles Pleasants, was elected Presi-
dent, and served until the society closed. Vice-Presidents: Mrs. W. Wilson,
Mis. Alexander Jordan, Mrs. John B. Packer, Mrs. William J. Greenough,
Mrs. James Boyd and Miss Maria E. Fisher. Treasurer: Mrs. Benlah A.
Clement. Secretary: Mrs. E. Donnel. Committees were appointed, and
every one set to work in good earnest. Mr, Charles Pleasants gave the use
of a room in his building, and the hours of meeting were fixed for Thursday
afternoon in summer, and Thursday evening in winter.

The box was sent to the commission, 1309 Chestnut street, June 14th, 1863.
During the months of August and September, a battalion of the provost guard,
was stationed. here. The society. took charge of the sick soldiers, and the
ladies of the society took turns in furnishing the meals for them. The upper
rooms of the old Court House, were used as a hospital. On New Year’s day,
1864, a supper was given by the society, and in August a tableaux. Dona-
tions of money and material were liberally bestowed. January 1st, 1865,
there were eighty-nine members on the roll of the society. After a battle,
there was generally an extra meeting and extra supplies were sent. The
contributions to the Sanitary I'air were very liberal. Iixtras were published
by the Gazette during the battle of the Wilderness and sold for the benefit
of the society. June 25th, 1865, the society provided supper for the 150th
and 151st, Regiment of New York Vols., numbering twenty-five hundred
men, who were returning from the army. This closed the active duties of
the “Sanitary Aid Society.,” November 1865, “Society closed.”

E. Do~NNEL, Secretary.

Volumes have been written of the achievements of our soldiers during
the four years’ struggles; thousands have been expended in erecting monu-
ments, commemorating some notable feat or bloody field; but here, four yeai‘s’
labor, filled with a self-sacrifice and devotion, to which the world’s history
furnishes no parallel, and it was but an infantissimal portion of the work done
by the Sanitary Commission, are ended with this brief motive, “Society
closed.” The ever memorable words, “It is finished,” uttered by the Savior
of mankind, suspended upon the ignominious cross, proclaimed to the world,
that’the work he came to perform was completed. But who of finiteness can
form any estimate of the work this true sentence announced as ended. For
years there had been a struggle between Divinity as represented in him and
humanity; Divinity at all times maintaining the ascendency. Four years,
the women of Northumberland County had toiled almost ceasclessly, with
aching brain and anxious hearts for the alleviation of their suffering heroes.

* How many anxious sighs and tearful prayers, were interwoven in the meshes

of the delicate fabrics, so skillfully prepared—not time, but eternity, will dis-
cover. What sacrifices were made in behalf of .the loved ones far away, the
recipients will never know. All we know is, that silently and lovingly was
the work done, and when no longer occasion acquired the offerings, as silently
the “Society closed.” Side by side with the names of the country’s brave de-
fenders, should be inscribed in letters imperishable, those of the noble women,
whose noble sacrifices made possible the success of our soldiers.

At the first meeting of the regular Sanitary Commission, held in Sunbury,
June 4th, 1863, there were present: _ '

Mrs. A. Jordan, Mrs. C. Pleasants, Mrs. William Willson, Mrs. J. B.
Packer, Mrs. Henry Billington, Mrs. George Walker, Mrs. W. L. Dewart,
Mrs. William Rockefeller, Mrs. Jordan Rockefeller, Mrs. Thomas D. Grant.
Mrs. Andrew N. Brier, Mrs. George Smith, Mrs. John Buyers, Mrs. George
Hill, Mrs. George Wren, Miss Maria A. Fisher, Miss Marmela Covert, Miss
Lizzie Lazarus, Miss Mary Lazarus, Miss Malinda Weiser, Miss Sallie Fry,
Miss Sarah Engle, Miss Louisa Hendricks, Miss Mary E. Masser, Miss Emma
Painter, Miss Maggie Donnell, Miss Amelia Keihl, Miss Louisa Weaver,
Miss Rachel McCarty, Miss F. M. F. Donnell, Mrs. Samuel Gobin, Mrs.
Horatio Wolverton, Mrs. William Reed, Mrs. Lewis W. Gibson,

Mus. Charles Pleasants, President; Miss Beulah A. Colement, Treasurer ;
Miss Elizabeth Donnel, Secretary. For two years and six months, they met
together week after week for the noble purposes of their mission. Their
members were added to at different times, until at its close there were ninety-
two names on the rolls. The value of the supplies forwarded to the camps
and hospital, during that time, was upwards of fifteen hundred dollars, em-
bracing every article that could alleviate suffering and increase the comfort
of the sick and wounded.

The society has closed, but the remembrance of the good accomplished
will remain fresh in the hearts of all, so long as time shall last.
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CHAPTER X
CHURCHES,

THE GERMAN REFORMED CHURCH.

A CELEBRATED writer has said, that the “ History of the World is little else
than a History of Eminent Men.” This sagacious remark is eminently true
of Church History. It is little else than a record of the feelings and acts
under Divine inspiration, of men whose education and circumstances have
fitted and marked them for the great work of reforming a lost people.

" Ulrich Zwingle, the great reformer of Switzerland, the father and founder
of the German Reform Church, commenced his work twelve months before
the great Luther from the centre of Europe, hurled forth his powerful darts
that spread such consternation among the ranks of the emissaries of the
Pope. Zwingle was born January 1st, 1487, took charge of a church at
the age of eighteen, and at twenty-nine began to preach boldly in opposi-
tion to the tenants of the Catholic Church. At the early age of forty-four,
this bright light was extinguished, but the rays that emanated from his fer-
tile and powerful mind, have penetrated to the furthermost confines of the

» earth, carrying joy to the hearts of millions that now worship in accordance
with the creed that he promulgated. To the efforts of the pastor of this
church in Milton, we are indebted for a full History of the German Church
in our country and Northumberland County.

The great reformation of the sixteenth century, which commenced in
Central Europe, but gradually spread over the whole of that continent,
divided itself at an early day into two distinct branches, the Reformed and
Lutheran. The Reformed movement was inaugurated by Ulrich Zwingle,

.in Switzerland, in 1516, one year before Luther commenced his reformation
in Wittenburg. The chief theological difference between Zwingle and
Luther had reference to the Lord’s Supper. Luther held to the real pres-
ence of Christ in the Eucharist, in such a sense that the communicant
actually receives the body and blood of Christ, “in, with and under,” the form
of the bread and wine; whilst Zwingle taught the Holy Communion to be
simply a commemorative ordinance. The system of Zwingle was afterwards
somewhat modified, and more fully developed by John Calvin, who, in con-
trast with Zwingle’s notion of mere commemoration in the Holy Supper,
maintained the real spiritual presence of Christ in that sacrament in such a
sense that the worthy communicant only is made a partaker of Chrlst by
faith under the operation of the Holy Ghost.

Our branch of the Holy Catholic Church is a part of this general Re-
formed movement in Europe in the sixteenth century. We, however, prop-
erly date our establishment as a specific German Reformed Church from the
year 1562, in which the Elector Frederick, the Third, surnamed the Pious,
of the Palatinate in Germany, employed two Calvanistic divines, Zacharius
Ursinus and Casper Olevianus, to draw up the Heidelberg Catechism,
which ever since that time has been the only acknowledged confession of
faith in our church. The object of the Elector Frederick in having this
Catechism drawn up at that time was, if possible, to have it serve the pur-
pose of harmonizing the Reformed and Lutheran parties in his dominions.
Hence the catechism was made to combine the moderate spirit of Melanc-

thon, a Lutheran, with the general doctrinal system of Calvin. It is this -

peculiarity of our confession of faith that gives us our distinctive character

as a denomination, especially in the United States, where our ministers gen-

erally have more strongly emphasized the Melancthonian than the Calvan-
istic elements in the catechism. I cannot now speak of our confessional
symbol further than to say, that immediately upon its appearance in print it

was introduced into all the Reformed Churches of the Palatinate, as well as

many other parts of Europe.

You will now please call to mind what was said in my Centennial discourse
two weeks ago, in reference to the sufferings, privations and persecutions en-
dured by our German Reformed ancestors in this part of Germany, the Pal-
atinate on the Rhine, as early as 1689. Roman Catholic fanaticism then

drove our forefathers out of their houses in mid-winter, their dwellings were -
burned, their crops destroyed, and men, women and children left without

shelter and food. In 1719, they were forbidden to use the. Heidelberg Cate-
chism, their confessional standard, and prevented from worshipping in the

Church of the Holy Ghost, in Heidelberg. Thus persecuted and oppressed
at home, these .German Reformed people turned their eyes towards this new

_ world, and came hither in search of a home, where they might have freedom
+ to worship God according to their own faith, customs and usages.

As early as the middle of the seventeenth century, a company of Germans
had already found a home and religious toleration in America. Before
William Penn arrived, in 1682, Germantown, now a suburb of Philadelphia,
was founded by the Germans. In 1711, nearly seven thousand Germans
arrived in America, from the Palatinate. At first they settled in Schoharie
County, New York, but the following year, 1712, they constructed for them-
selves rafts, upon which they floated down the Susquehanna, and took up
their abode in what is now Berks County, this State. From them, it is sup-
posed, the greater part of the German Reformed population in Berks and
Lebanon counties, are descended.

During the following ten years, large numbers of Reformed people settled
in Pennsylvania, and in 1731, their number here was no less than 15,000. It
must be remembered, however, that at that time they were not as yet an
organized church.

These people were generally supphed with bibles, catechisms, prayer-books,
which they brought with them from the fatherland, and often were accom-
panied by pious school-masters, who, after their arrival here, gathered the
people together on the Lord’s day, and read to them an appropriate sermon.
But there is no account of any regularly ordained Minister being among
them, and -preaching to them, until 1727. In this year, the Classis of the
Palatinate sent over to America the Rev. George Weiss, with about 400
people of the Palatinate. Mr. Weiss settled in Montgomery County, Pa.,
and there organized a congregation and consistory. He also, a few years
later, established another church in Philadelphia.

Before Mr. Weiss arrived in America, however, Rev., John Boehm, a
native of the Palatinate, had preached in the vicinity of the present Boehm’s
church, in Montgomery County. It-appears he was not at first licensed to
preach the Gospel, but the necessities of the times were such, that his action,
though irregular, was approved of by the proper authorities. He afterwards
lahored very successfully in different congregatxons m the vicinity of Phila-

_ delphia.

In 1746, Rev. Michael Schlatter was sent to America by the Synod of
Holland, for the purpose of organizing the Reformed people here into con-
gregations, place pastors over them, and in a general way superintend the
affairs of the German Reformed church in this country.

In September, 1749, the first Synod of our church, or Coetus, as it was
then called, assembled in Philadelphia. There were present at that meeting
five ministers and twenty-six elders, representing forty-six congregations, and
a communicant membership of about eight thousand souls.

Through the instrumentality of Mr. Schlatter, a number of Reformed
clergymen were subsequently induced to come over from Europe to take

"charge of the congregations in Pennsylvania, and the ranks of our ministry

continued to be supplied from that source for many years.

In 1751, we had twelve ministers, forty-six congregations, and a communi-
cant membership of ten thousand. In 1776, one hundred years ago, twenty-
three ministers,.sixty-five congregations, and thirteen thousand members.
In 1801, thirty ministers, one hundred congregatlons, and a membership of
twenty thousand. In 1826, one hundred ministers, four hundred congrega-
tions, and thirty-five thousand members. In 1851, two hundred and five
minjsters, seven hundred and ten congregations, and a membership of sixty-
six thousand; and at the present time, 1876, six hundred and fifty ministers,
one thousand three hundred and fifty congregations, and a communicant
membership of one hundred and forty-five thousand. In 1776, twenty-three
ministers; in 1876, six hundred and fifty! In 1776, sixty-five congregations;
to-day, one thousand three hundred and fifty! During the past twenty-five
years, our ministry has increased from two hundred and eighty-five to six
hundred and fifty, and our membership from sixty-six thousand to one hun-
dred and forty-five thousand, notwithstanding the unhappy controversy that
has been waged in our midst durmg this time.

Our first theological school was organized in 1825, at Carlisle, in this
State. It was removed to York, in 1829; to Mercersburg, in 1835; and to
Lancaster, in 1871. The Theological Seminary, at Tiffin, Ohio, was estab-
lished in 1850. A few years later, another divinity school was founded at
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. Ursinus College and -Theological School, at Col-
legeville, near Philadelphia, were established in 1869.
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Our first church paper was a German one, established in 1827. The first
English paper was published in 1828; and the first church periodical pub-
lished in the west, was established in 1848,

To-day, we have ten academic and collegiate institutions; five theologieal
schools; five missionary societies; three educational societies, to aid indigent
young men in preparing for the ministry ; two orphans’ homes; sixteen church
‘periodieals, in the English and German languages; one thousand five hun-
dred consistories; forty-four classes; six District Synods; and one General
Synod. ‘

" Until 1825, our ministers conducted all religious services in the German’

Ianguage. And much opposition was waged against the introduction of the
English language into our church services; and it was attended, moreover,
with great disturbances. To this fact must, doubtless, be attributed our slow
growth, in this country, for a long time, as compared with other churches
around us. 'We were on the ground earlier than many of the denominations
now existing here, but we clung too tenaciously to the German language,
and so failed to reach the Enghsh-speakmg people, and, unf'ortunately, we
awoke to the fact a little too late. :

Our forefathers brought with them from Europe, and used in connection
with their baptismal, confirmation and communion services, and on all special
occasions, the Liturgy of the Palatinate. A new Liturgy was prepared by
Rev: Dr. Mayer, and adopted in 1840. In 1847, another book of worship,
known as the “Provisional Liturgy,” was prepared and recommended to the
churches for trial. That book was again referred to a committee for revis-
ion, which reported in 1866, what is now known as the “Order of Worship,”
or Eastern Liturgy. In 1868, the western portion of the church prepared
another Order of Worship, known as the Western Liturgy, for the use of
those who were opposed to the doctrinal system, and responsive service of the
Eastern Order of Worship.

From this hasty sketch, it will appear that our growth as a church, espec-
ially during the last twenty-five years, has been remarkably rapid, and the out-
look for our future is full of hope and promise. The Heidelberg Catechism,
which the Roman Catholic Church sought so strenuously to crush out of
existence in the Palatinate, in 1689, was brought by our fathers to these
western wilds, and here, as at home by the Rhine, they taught it to their
children, and have bequeathed it to us, their descendants as a precious
legacy.

I now turn to the history of this congregation, and ask you with me to
“remember the days of old,” of the Reformed church in Milton.

The few Reformed families living in and around Milton, were, as nearly as
can now be ascertained, occasionally supplied with preaching by Reformed
clergymen who came this way, as early as 1805, in a log school-house on

lower Market street, built in 1796. That school-house was occupied about’

the same time by the Lutheran, Methodist, and Presbyterian people of this
place. About the year 1807, the Germans residing here, being desirous of
having their children taught in their own language, bought of Mr. David
Bridge, a small log building, which he had previously erected for himself as
a private dwelling-house, situated on Mahoning street, on a small space of
ground now lying between the residences of Mr. Bower and Mr. Critzer. . In
that small building, then used by the Germans as a school-house during the
winter season, the Reformed people continued to be more or less. frequently
supplied with preaching until 1812, in which year the Rev. Justus Henry
Fries, becoming pastor of the Paradise congregation, commenced supplying
them with divine services as often as his other labors permitted. Father
Fries preached in that log house on Mahoning street until 1817. In this year,
the Reformed people united with the Lutheran and Presbyterian congregations
of Milton, in erecting a church edifice on the hill, at the east end of Maho-
ning street, known as the “Harmony Church.” It was through the instru-
mentality of Mr. Daniel Bright, a store-keeper, and a member of the Re-
formed party, that the services of Conrad Henry, a master builder, residing in
Reading, and quite celebrated in his day as a workman, were secured in
erecting the proposed church building. I have been told that great extrava-
gance characterized the building of that church—that as much material was
consumed in its construction as  would have been required to erect almost
two such houses. It must be remembered, however, that buildings of all
kinds were more substantially constructed fifty years ago than at the present
time, , ‘

- On Sunday, October 5th, 1817, the corner-stone. of the new church was
laid, in which various documents, as is usual, were deposited, and the build-

ing afterwards progressed more or less rapidly, until its completion in 1819,
On the 25th of April, 1819, an election was held by the Reformed people
for two church officers, which resulted in the choice of Christian Markle, as
elder, and Joseph Rhoads as deacon. These two pe‘rsons were properly or-
dained and installed into office by the Rev. Father Fries. Previous to this
time, it appears, there did not exist any regularly established consistory, and
hence April 25th, 1819, must be regarded as the time of the organization
proper of this congregation.

On Sunday and Monday, the 23d and 24th of May, 1819, the new church
edifice being completed was solemnly dedicated to the service of the Triune
God, in the midst of appropriate German and English services. The Reformed
pastor, Father Fries, was assusted on that occasion by the Rev. Martin.
Bruner, of Sunbury

Three years later, in 1822, the harmony prekusly existing between the
congregations worshipping in the hill church, became seriously disturbed,
and it is said, the state of feeling soon became such, that Discord would have
been a far more appropriate name for the church than Harmony. In this
same year, 1822, a lottery, known as the Harmony Lottery, was established
by the congregrations occupying that building, for the purpose of raising
funds to liquidate a debt resting upon their church. The price of a ticket
was three dollars, There was a drawing on the 10th of June, another on
the 18th of July, and ten succeeding ones. During the month of June or
July, of the same year, a stroke of lightning from an almost cloudless sky,
only a small black cloud being visible in the heavens, passed down the steeple
of the church, and entering the building behind the pulpit, passed out at the
door. This was regarded by many persons as a clear token of God’s sore
displeasure at the method that was employed to secure funds for the church.

Great dissensions existed from this time forward in the Hill church. In,
1827, the two German congregations, the Reformed and Lutheran, instituted
a law-suit against the Presbyterian people, and obtained judgment against
them in the sum of $1262.00, and the Sheriff of this County on the 27th of
January 1831, sold out the interest of that congregation in the church build-
ing for the sum of $800.00. The German congregations afterwards offered
to re-convey to the Presbyterians the half of the church property for $1000.00,
or to rent the building to them for $40.00 per annum. Neither of these
proposals, however, were accepted by them, and in 1832, they abandoned
that church. The Reformed and Lutheran congregations now continued
to occupy the building conjointly until 1850, when the Lutherans sold out
their interest.to the Reformed, who were now left in sole possession of the
Harmony church property.

T have not allowed myself in this sketch to omit, Or suppress any fac_t that
has come to my knowledge in reference to the history of the Hill church.
It is the duty of the historian to record truthfully alike both the evil and
the good—the good that we may imitate and follow it—the evil that we
may avail and shun it. We all rejoice to-day at the friendly and harmo-
nious feeling existing between the different churches of our town. But I
am certain no such feeling would exist among us if we all worshipped in
one house, and owned it in common. The Reformed church has learned the
lesson, from frequent sad experiences in the past, and that lesson is con-
firmed by the history of the so-called “Harmony Church,” that it is not
a very easy matter, for two or more different congregations to own and
occupy the same house of worshlp conjointly, and get along harmoniously
very long. It is much better,”in all cases, where it is possible for every
denomination to have its own church building, and carry on its work in
its own way, whilst yet, in a general way, all can labor harmoniously together
for the advancement of the common cause of our common Lord.

- The Reformed people remained in the Hill church until that buildir;g was -
removed in 1856, This congregation then worshipped in the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, on Walnut street, until the lecture room of this build-
ing was ready for occupancy.

I have already spoken of the pastorate of the Rev. Father Fries. Heis
to be regarded as the founder of this congregation, on the 25th of April,
1819, at which time he may also be said properly to have become its

- pastor. His pastoral labors ceased here in 1828, in which year he closed

his labors in all the congregations he had served east of the Susquehanna
River. Father Fries, is said to have been favored with a strong physical
constitution, and - have possessed a very retentive memory. He generally
rode on horseback, was never, known to miss an engagement, and was invari-
ably punctual almost to the minute.
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At the time when he resigned the congregations on this side of the river,
Father Fries had under his instruction, two young men who were preparing
themselves for the work of the ministry, viz.: Daniel Weiser, who died re-
cently, and Samuel Gutelius, the latter of whom Father Fries recommended
to this, and the other congregations he had served, as his successor. Accord-
ingly, Mr. Gutelius was elected and installed pastor in 1824. During his
pastorate, Rev. Martin Bruner frequently came up from Sunbury, and
preached for him, and in that way helped to further the interests of this
congregation. Mr. Gutelius retired from the pastorate in 1817.

His successor was the Rev. Henry Wagner, who was installed pastor in
1827, and resigned in 1835, after having served this charge for a period of
eight years. ’ ‘ ‘ ‘

The pext pastor was the Rev. Daniel Gring, who was installed in 1835.
In 1840, Rev. Ephraim Kieffer, of Mifflinburg, became Mr. Gring’s col-
league, to preach for him in the English language. This arrangement with
Mr. Kieffer ceased in 1844. In December of the same year, Rev. Henry
Harbaugh, of Lewisburg, associated himself with Mr. Gring, to preach ex-
clusively in the English language, and Mr. Gring having resigned in 1846,
Mr. Harbaugh, in 1847, accepted a call from this congregation to preach in
both languages. He resigned in 1849.

After Mr. Harbaugh’s resignation, the congregation extended a call to
the Rev. E. M. Long, which he accepted. He was installed pastor in 1849,
and resigned in 1852,

His successor was the Rew: A. G. Dole, now: located at Huntingdon, Pa.
Mr. Dole was installed and entered upon his labors in April, 1854, and re-
signed the pastorate in October, 1865, after having faithfully served the con-
gregation twelve-and-a-half years.

The Rev. Samuel H. Reid was the next minister in charge. He was
elected pastor on the 6th of January, 1866, and resigned and retired from
the duties of the pastorate on the 1st of April, 1873, after having done the
congregation good service for seven years. '

My own election as your pastor took place on the 13th of July, 1873, I
preached here as a Licentiate in July, and again in August. On the 1st of
September, I permanently located in your midst, preaching afterwards regu-
larly, and discharging all duties pertaining to the pastoral office, with the
exception of the administration of the Holy Sacrament. On the 27th of
October, I was publicly ordained to the ministry, and formally installed as
your pastor, by East Susquehanna Classis, at a special meeting held in this
church for that purpose.

The foregoing is a correct list of all the ministers who have served this
congregation since its organization. The whole number is ten, of which
number, only four are at present living. The rest have fallen asleep.

The corner-stone of the building in which we worship to-day, was laid on
the 17th of May, 1866. The Rev. John W. Steinmetz, then of Danville,
preached the sermon on that occasion. On the 18th of November of the
same year, this house was consecrated to the worship of God under the name
of St. John’s Reformed Church of Milton. The dedicatory sermon was
preached by the Rev. W. C. Cremer, then of Sunbury.

From what has now been said, it will appear that this congregation has a
history extending over a period of fifty-seven years. It would have been
exceedingly interesting to me, and doubtless to you also, if I could have as-
certained and inserted in this sketch the names of all the persons who have
served this congregation as elders and deacons since the first church officers
were elected in 1819. Unfortunately, however, either no record of the church
was kept during the greater part of this time, or if kept has been lost; so
that I have been obliged to spend several weeks in gathering the material
for this sketch. I have gone from place to place in search of facts and dates,
and have sought out aged persons whom I supposed might possess such in-
formation as I needed, and yet it was not until a few days ago that I saw my
way clear to prepare the latter part of this discourse. The thought that in
the absence, to a great extent, of the original records, I have succeeded in
preparing an accurate history of this congregation as I believe this to be, is
indeed a sufficient reward for what time and labor I may have expended in
gathering the facts of which it consists. But I desire here to urge upon you
the importance of promptly recording, and carefully preserving in permanent
form, such facts connected with your history as a church as you may think
of interest to those who shall come after you. It is a very easy matter for
you who are now in the congregation, and conversant with its history, to
place on record, events as they transpire, and have them handed down to

your children and children’s children. But if you fail to do this it will, as

J now know from experience, be a very difficult task for those who may con-

stitute the congregation one hundred years hence, to acquaint themselves with
its history during your life time. “Remember the days of old, consider the
years of many generations; “ask thy Father and He will shew thee; thy

Elders and they will tell thee.”

From a mere handful of men, women and children, residing here as early
as 1805, this congregation has incressed tg its present membership of two
hundred and twenty-five souls. From worshipping first in a log school-house

‘on lower Market street, and later in a log building on Mahoning street, this
‘congregation to-day occupies & house of worship, second to no other Reformed

church in this County. From being supplied with preaching at first, probably
only every six months, then every three months, and later every four weeks,
and from being connected with other neighboring congregations in a pastoral

‘charge, you now are a separate charge, and are provided with religious ser-

vices generally twice every Lord’s day, with frequent additional services
during the week.

Let the goodness of God displayed in His dealings with this church in the
past, move you to a faithful discharge of all the duties devolving upon you,
as those who now have its affairs in hand. Let the fathers who have fallen
asleep, and are now surrounding you as a great cloud of witnesses, looking
down upon you from the heavenly world, animate you with new energy and
zeal in your efforts to carry forward the good work they inaugurated when
they established this congregation. Be faithful to your church, and labor
for its prosperity, so that when you shall rest with your Father, the genera-
tions who shall rise up and take your places, may have as much occasion for
rejoicing in tracing the history of this church in your time, as we have had
abundant cause for encouragement and devout thanksgiving to-day, in calling
to remembrance its days of old. '

. LUTHERAN CHURCH.

The German Reformed and Lutheran societies embrace a large proportion
of the church-going people of Northumberland County. The membership
is made up largely of Germans, who predominate in the lower townships,
and whose zeal and taste have supplied numberless places of worship, neat,
commodious, and attractive, in all parts of the County. Probably in no
other part of the United States, of equal population, can there be found so
great a number of beautiful country churches, as the enterprise of the mem-
bers of these two societies have provided in the precincts of our County.
The German Reformed, because the most numerous, has doubtless the most.
The Lutherans rank next. Elsewhere will be found a carefully prepared
history of the first of these societies, and it seems fitting that some account
of the origin and purposes of the Lutheran church be furnished in these
pages. The cardinal principles of the church are supposed to be based upon
the creed promulgated by the great reformer, Luther, about three hundred
and seventy years ago, who commenced life at Eisleben, November 10th,
1483, four years before the birth of Ulrich Zwingle, the father of the German
Reformed church. The earnest zeal and simplicity that characterized
Luther’s every word and act, seems to "have become incorporated in the
church that bears his name. KEarnest opposition to the Church of Rome,
was the strong propelling power that urged him irresistably onward, with a
force that the whole power of the Pope could not stay. Kings and poten-
tates were arrayed against him, only to be brushed aside by the logic of the

, simple monk. Well might the poet ask: “What was Luther’s power?

‘What was the rock on which he stood, that seemed of adamant?” Beauti-
fully, as if by the pen of inspiration, has this interrogatory been answered :

“'Twas simple ‘faith in God." He had espoused
The cause of truth—eternal, holy truth;
And He, whose attributes are infinite,
Vouchsafed his blessing.”

"Twas simple faith that enabled Luther to wrest the sceptre from the
hands of the power at Rome, bring nobility to his feet, and plunge the whole
of Europe into a condition of excitement that, for a time, bade fair to dis-
member the church. = Luther was a preacher, and here are his ideas of a
good preacher: “He should preach orderly. He should have a ready wit.
He should be eloquent. He should have a good rein. He should have a
good memory. He should know when to make and end. He should be sure
of what he advances.” He also gives his ideas of the requirements of a
preacher who would please the world: “He must be learned. He must
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have a fine delivery. He must have neat and quaint words. He must be a
proper person, whom the women fancy. He must not take, but give money.
He must preach such things as the people willingly hear.” There is nothing
in the creed of Lutheranism, as taught by Martin Luther, to distinguish one
branch of the Christian church of to-day, that may have adopted his name,
from all others of orthodox faith; hence a treatise on the peculiar tenets of
the Lutheran church would be as unprofitable as uninteresting to the gen-
eral reader. The great reformer directed the labors of his life towards a
dissemination of the truths of the Gospel, as they emanated from the hearts
of the inspired writers, in all their simple and original purity, untrammeled,
himself, by any particular creed. Scores of different denominations have
been organized, all based upon the same principles, all laboring for a com-
mon purpose, none of which, however, can lay any particular claim to being
the original Lutheran church. The one which has perpetuated the name
of Luther, was first established in this country about 1621, at New York-

The Rev. Jacob Fabricius, was the first preacher in America. After 1860,
the German emigration to the Province of Pennsylvania became very great ;
each year thousands were added, and the churches representing their peculiar
faith were soon established. The first churches built in this County, were
by the Lutheran Society, the membership of which increased very rapidly,
and soon became strong in numbers and wealth. Latterly, this church
appears to have been loosing ground; as the English language was more
generally introduced, the great similarity of this to the Methodist, and other
denominations, was discovered, and the distinctive features of the Lutheran
church were lost, or became merged into others. There are, however, a
goodly number of those who still cling to the good old Lutheran doctrine,
as it was in its primitive purity, and houses of worship are found in every
town of consequence, and throughout the County, in those rural districts
mostly peopled by the descendants of those from Luther’s home, and the
field of his early labors.
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EARLY HISTORY OF SUNBURY.

Before the discovery of America by Columbus, an Indian town existed
where Sunbury now stands. It was the oldest and most important of all the
towns in this region, inhabited by the Siz. Nations. .It was called, in the
Indian language, Sha-ho-mo-king. This name was subsequently written
Shaumokin, and now it is Shamokin, and is the name of a town in the eastern
part of Northumberland County.

Shamokin (Sunbury) was written Schamoki by the Delawares. In very
early times, the place was called Schachamoki, the place of eels, and the creek
Schachamekhan, eel stream. It was next called Schackhenamends, signifying
the place where gun-barrels are straightened, in allusion to the smithy built at
Sunbury, in July, 1747, by Joseph Powell and John Hagen, of Bethlehem,
where the blacksmiths, Schmid, Wesa and Keffer, wrought in iron, until
October, 1755.

From its central position, near the confluence of -the two branches of the
Susquehanna, Shamokin was a place of great note among the Indians, and was
the headquarters of distinguished chiefs who presided over the Siz Nationa.
It was also the Council Ground of all those Indians who resided between this
place and the Potomac; also of those up the Juniata, up the west branch

to its headwaters, and north and east to the headwaters of the north branch

and the Delaware,

It was here that the dignitaries of many tribes, with their feathers and

their paint, their wampum and their war-gear, met to join the wisdom of .

their councils; to make their sad decrees of war, or to send up cumulative
vapors from the calumet of peace.

When Shamokin—now Sunbury—first became known to the white settlers,
it was presided over by Shickelemy, a Cayuga chief, and father of the greatly
wronged Logan, who afterwards figured so prominently in the Indian history
of Pennsylvania.  Alumoppees, one of the chiefs of the Delawares, also
lived here. He was the keeper of the public treasure of the Siz Nations,
and would occasionally get intoxicated, and spend the beads and wampum
for rum, and finally became a defaulter to the Indian government.

The earliest available record that relates to this Indian town, dates back to
1728. Gov. Gordon lays down certain instructions to Smith and Petty, who
were about to make a journey to Shamokin. In this letter of instructions,
the Governor particularly requests them to call upon his Indian friends,
Alumoppees, Opekassel, Shackalawlin and Shickelemy, and give them his
particular regards.

At this time, Sunbury was qomewhat ccattered but, in the main, covered '

the ground now. occupied by Market Square, and the blocks lying north of
it, between the railroad and river. There were then upwards of fifty wig-
wams and houses in the town and its vicinity, with about three hundred in-
habitants, averaging about six inmates to each wigwam.

Sunbury was also a point from which their war-paths radiated, or to which
their highways centred. One main path went up the river by the mouth of
Warrior Run to Muncy, and thence into Sullivan and the Towanda region.
Another passed up the ravine in Blue Hill, a few rods below the end of the
Northumberland bridge, thence up Turtle Creck into Buffalo Valley, and on
to Kittanning and the west. There was also a main path down the river,
about on the line of Fourth street, by the grave-yard, crossing Shamokin
Creek near the little white house, and ascending the hill southward, about on
the line of the present path in that locality. This went to the Harris Land-
ing, now Harrisburg, with branches to the Juniata, Cumberland and Lan-
caster regions. Another path went up the ravine at Bacher’s brewery, around
Bake-oven Hill, and thence in the direction of Shamokin Creek to the Wyo-
ming Valley, and to the headwaters of the Schuylkill.

In 1729, Shickelemy, the great and good chief, who resided at Sunbury,
lost one of his sons, and Gov. Gordon wrote a letter of condolence, sending
a shroud in which to bury him.

In 1730, John Hartt and John Fisher were living in Sunbury as traders,
and Hartt was shot while burning a ring for deer.

- In 1744, Shickelemy lost another of his sons, called Unhappy Jake, who was
killed in a war then going on between the Siz Nations and the Catawbas. Six
other Indians of the Siz Nations from here, were also killed at the same time.
Shickelemy took the death of his son, as Weiser says, “ very hard,” and the
Governor sent him up some small presents to “wipe off the old man’s tears
and comfort his heart.”

- In the Spring of 1744, the first aggravated case of murder occurred on
the Juniata, when John Armstrong, an Indian trader, and his two servants,
James Smith and Woodworth Arnold, were inhumanly and barbarously mur-
dered by an Indian of the Delaware tribe, named Musemeelin. - The ‘atrocity
of this murder was so aggravating, that a Provincial Council was held to
take the matter into consideration, and it was finally resolved that Conrad
Weiser should be sent to Shamokin to make demands, in the name of the
Governor, for those concerned in the affair. Mr. Weiser arrived at Shamokin
on the second day of May, 1744, and delivered the Governor’s message to
Alumoppees, the Delaware chief, and the rest of the Delaware Indians, in
presence of Shickelemy and a few more of the Siz Nations. Alumoppees
replied that it was true that the evil spirit had influenced some of his tribe
to commit the murder, and that he was very sorry it had occurred ; they had
taken the murderer and delivered him to the friends of the deceased, to be
dealt with according to the nature of the deed. - After the conclusion of the
address by: Alumoppees, Shickelemy arose and -entered into a full account of
the unhappy affair, which is very long and interesting. - When the conference
with the Indians-was ended; a feast was prepared, to which the Governor’s
messengers ‘were-invited. - Mr.. Weiser states that there were about one hun-
dred persons present; to: whom, after they had in great silence devoured a
fat bear, the eldest of the chiefs made a speech.

35
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FIRST RELIGIOUS SERVICE—MORAVIAN MISSION,

The first religious service in Sunbury, other than that which the Indians
gave to the Great Spirit, was held by Moravian misssionaries. Loskiel, in
his history of Moravian missions, states that on the 28th of September,
1742, Count Zinzendorf, accompanied by Conrad Weiser, Martin Mack and
his wife, and two Indians named Joshua and David, after a long and tedious
journey through the wilderness, arrived at the town of Shamokin—now
Sunbury. The chief Shickelemy, stepped out and gave them a hearty wel-
come. Zinzendorf immediately announced himself as a messenger of the
living God, come to preach unto them grace and salvation. Shickelemy
replied that he was happy to receive and entertain an ambassador from the
Great Spirit, and would afford him all the assistance in his power. As a
proof of his integrity, it is stated that on one occasion, when these pious
missionaries were about going to prayers, the Indians making a terrible
noise with drums and singing, the Count sent word to Shickelemy, who im-
mediately ordered silence.

The Indians, at that time, lived upon wild meat, fish, corn and vegetables,
and as the curious,crowd which gathered around these missionaries were
surveying them, one of their number stepped forward and presented the
Count with a fine watermelon. The Count was so much pleased with this
act of friendship that he took his fur cap from his head and presented it to
the Indian in return.

Rev. David Brainerd visited Shamokin in 1745, for the first time. - He
endured much suffering, being in delicate health. He was kindly received
and entertained in true Indian style, but had little satisfaction on account
of. the heathenish dance that occurred in the hut where he was obliged to
lodge. Rev. Brainerd had started to come here the preceding year, but
while passing from Easton, through what he terms “ the vast howling wilder-
ness,” his horse broke his legs in the rocks and he was compelled to kill it
and return. He says, in 1746, that there were three languages spoken by the
Indians in Sunbury ; that they were very 1mmoral and many of them ad-
dicted to intemperance.

In this same year, says Loskiel, Mack and wife again visited Shamokin,
where they staid two months. During this time they not only suffered much
illness and troubles of various kinds, but frequently were eye-witnesses to the
most diabolical abomination, practiced by the savages more in this place
than any other. Several times they were in danger of being murdered by
drunken Indians, yet their fervent desire to gain souls for Christ, inspired
them with such consolation that, according to Mack’s own statement, their
hard fare in an Indian cottage, afforded them more real pleasure than all
the luxuries of the most sumptuous palace could have done. They spent a
part of their time in assisting the Indians to cultivate their corn. In 1748,
Shamokin was visited by Bishop Camerhoff and the pious Zeisberger, who
came for the purpose of establishing a Moravian mission. The Moravian
mission was kept open till Braddock’s defeat, 1755, when the alarming
aspect of affairs caused the brethren to abandon it and fly to Bethlehem.
‘What success they had among the Indians is nowhere positively stated, but
it is presumed that they succeeded in accomplishing considerable good.

THE FIRST HOUSE.

The first house constructed on the English plan, that was erected within
the limits of what is now Sunbury, was built in September, 1744, by Conrad
Waeiser, for the Indian chief Shickelemy. In a letter to James Logan, dated
September 29th, 1744, Mr. Weiser says:

“Sir:—The day before yesterday I came back from Shamokin, where I
have been with eight young men of my country people, whom Shickelemy
hired to make a locke house for him, and I went with them to direct them.
We finished the house in seventeen days; it is forty-nine and one-half feet
long, and seventeen and one-half feet wide, and covered with singels.”

This structure was doubtless built of rough logs notched together, and the
shingles with which it was covered, were probably heavy split boards, and
at the present day would perhaps be called claphoards.

For what purpose such a building was designed by Shickelemy is not stated,
further than it was a “locke house,” from which it may be inferred that he
intended to incarcerate therein some of his refractory subjects.

During the building of this house, the fever was very bad among the
Indians, and five or six died. Alumoppees, the Delaware king, and Indian
ireasurer, was also very sick, but recovered.

The second house was built after the English custom, in the year 1747, by
John Hagen and Joseph Powell, of the Moravian mission. The structure
was used as a residence by Martin Mack and wife, by whom the first settle-
ment at Shamokin—now Sunbury—was made.

THE FIRST BLACKSMITH,

As Shamokin (Sunbury) was an important point for the Indians, and
used as a.depot, or tarrying-place, for their war parties against the Catawbas
of the south, they were very anxious to have a blacksmith to save them the
trouble of long journeys to Tulpehocken or Philadelphia, to get their imple-
ments of war repaired. On application to the Provincial Government, their
request was granted on condition that he should remain with them no longer
than they proved friendly to the English. As all was peace and harmony
among the two nations at that time, of course they assented to the proposi-
tion, and a gentleman named Anthony Schmidt, from the mission at Bethle-
hem, had the honor of being the first representative of Vulean at Shamokin.
This was about the year 1746. Shortly after this,—probably the next year,

. —John Hagen and Joseph Powell, of Bethlehem, Pa., came to Shamokin
- and erected a smithy. IHagen died soon after his arrival.

Shamokin was considered a dangerous place of residence for a European,
the air being unwholesome, not to mention the extravagance in drinking and
its dangerous conquences.

AN EARLY BLACKSMITH.

As early as 1790, Paul Baldy, a Revolutionary soldier, opened a shop on
the site of the present Presbyterian church. It was built partly of hewn
and partly of unhewn logs.

FIRST CHURCH - EDIFICE.

The first-church edifice was erected in 1792, and was a log structure. It
stood on the site of the present Lutheran church. The second church, also
of logs, was built a year or two later, by the Presbyterian and Reformed
denominations combined, and occupied the site of the present Reformed

church edifice. The . .
: : FIRST ENGLISH PREACHER

in Sunbury was Rev. Mr. Morrison, of the Presbyterian persuas10n He
used to officiate in this second log church.

FIRST GRIST-MILL.,

The first grist-mill was built by Maclay as early as 1785. It was con-
structed of logs, and for a long time was the only one in this section of the
country. In 1820, there was a log house and grist-mill on the Haas farm,

east of town.
THE FIRST DRUGGIST.

The first druggist was Dr. Solomon Markley, who came from Dauphin
County and commenced that business as early as 1795. He died about 1814,
and his wife continued the business until 1821. The building occupied was
situated on Market street, near where the office of Wm. I. Greenough now
stands. {

In 1774, in the month of September, it was very sickly in Sunbury. The
old chief Shickelemy, his wife, and many other Indians, had the “fever and
ago,” as they expressed it, very much; and Ahumoppees, the old defaulting

. treasurer, who wasted the beads and the wampum, actually shook himself to

death ! One of the Moravian missionaries, probably one of the Mack family,
died here in the same year. In July, Conrad Weiser gave Shickelemy and
his sons, all the wheat meal they could bring from Tulpehocken on their
horses, amounting to nine bushels, which was probably the largest cargo of
breadstuffs ever brought into Sunbury up to that date.

A REMINISCENCE.

In one of his letters, dated at Tulpehocken, October 15th, 1747, Conrad
Weiser thus writes to Richard Peters, Secretary of the Provmce of Penn-
sylvania :

“I must at the conclusion of this, recommend Shickelemy as a proper ob-
ject of charity. He is extremely poor—in his sickness the horses have eaten
his corn; his clothes he gave to the Indian doctors to cure him and his
family—but all in vain. He has nobody to hunt for him; and I cannot see
how the poor old man can live. He has been a true servant to the govern-
ment, and may perhaps still be, if he lives to do well again. As the winter
is coming on, I think it would not be amiss to send a few blankets or match-
coats, and a little powder and lead. If the government would be pleased to
do it, and you could send it soon, I would send my sons with it to Shamokin
before the cold weather comes.”

In the early part of November, 1747, the following goods were brought for
Shickelemy :

Five strowd match-coats at seven pounds; one-fourth cask of gun-powder,
two pounds, fifieen shillings; one-half cut bar of lead, one pound; fifteen
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yards of blue half thicks, two pounds, seven shillings, and six pence ; one
dozen best buck-hefted knives, nine shillings; four Duffel match-coats, three
pounds; amounting to sixteen pounds, eleven shillings, and six pence.

DEATH OF SHICKELEMY.

* In the month of April, 1749, occurred, at his residence in Sunbury, the
death of the Cayuga chief, Shickelemy. He was truly an excellent, and
good man, possessed of many noble qualities of mind, that would do honor
to many white men, laying claims to refinement and intelligence. e was
possessed of great dignity, sobriety, and prudence, and was particularly
noted for his extreme kindness to the whites and missionaries. He was the
most intimate and valued friend of Conrad Weiser, who entertained great
respect for him. On several important occasions, he attended the sittings of
the Provincial Council, at Philadelphia, and performed embassies between
the Government of Pennsylvania and the Siz Nations. Conrad Weiser visi-
ted him freduently at his house, in Shamokin, on business for the Govern-
ment, and was in turn visited by him, at Tulpehocken. e had several sons,
one of which was Lbgan, the ﬁ[ihgo chief, and another, named Taghenegh-
doarusywho was .the eldest, and who assnmed the duties of chief after the
death of his father. :

In the decense of-this Indian chief, the whites lost the best and truest
friend they ever had among the tawny sons of the forest. Loskiel, who
knew him well, thus speaks of him: “ Being the first magistrate, and head
chief of all the Iroquois Indians living on the banks of the Susquehanna, as
far as Onondaga, he thought it incumbent upon him to be very circumspect
in his dealings with the white people. He mistrusted the brethren at first,
but, upon discovering their sincerity, became their firm and real friend.
Being much engaged in political affrirs, he had learned the art of concealing
his sentiments, and, therefore, never contradicted those who endeavored to
prejudice his mind against the missionaries, though he always suspected their
motives. In the last years of his life, he became less reserved, and received
those brethren, who came to Shamokin, into his house. He assisted them in
building, and defended them against the insults of the drunken Indians;
being himself never addicted to drinking, because, as he expressed it, he
never wished to become a fool. He had built his house upon pillars, for
safety, in which he always shut himself up when any drunken frolic was
going on in the village. In this house, Bishop Johannas Von Watterville,
and his company, visited and preached the Gospel to him. It was then that
the Lord opened his heart; he listened with great attention; and, at last,
with tears, respected the doctrine of a crucified Jesus, and received it in
faith. During his visit in Bethlehem, a remarkable change took place in
his heart, which he could not conceal. He found comfort, peace and joy, by
faithin his Redeemer, and the brethren considered him a candidate for baptism ;
but hearing that he had been already baptized by a Roman Catholic priest,
in Canada, they only endeavored to impress his mind with a proper idea of
his sacramental ordinance, upon which he destroyed a small idol that he
wore about his neck. After his return to Shamokin, the grace of God
bestowed upon him was truly manifested, and his behavior was remarkably
peaceable and contented. In this state of mind he was taken ill, was
attended by Rev. David Zeisberger, and in his presence, fell happy asleep in
the Lord, in full assurance of obtaining eternal life, through the merits of
Jesus Christ.”

He was buried in the Indian burying-ground, above town, where his dust
still sleeps, if it has not been washed away by the inroads of the river upon
the bank. A slight transposition of the words of Longfellow seem to breathe
the sadness of the good man’s absence:

“Many moons and many winters
Have gone by since he departed,
But the Master of Life had called him
To the realms of light and morning,
On this shore stood Shickelemy,
Turned and waved his hand at parting,
Moved into the purple sunset,
By the Blue Hill, up the West Branch
And the Indians gazing after,
‘Watched him floating, rising, sinking,
Said, ‘Farewell, Oh! Shickelemy!
And the melancholy forest,
Moved through all its depth of darkness,
Whispering, ‘ Farewell, Shickelemy?
And the waves upon the pebbles,
Rising, rippling on Cake’s margin,
Said, ‘Farewell, oh! Shickelemy!
Thus this Christian chief departed
From the presence of his people,
To the islands of the blessed,
To the kingdoms of Ponemah,”

Upon the death of Shickelemy, Governor Hamilton sent Conrad Weiser
to Shamokin to let the children and grand-children of the deceased chief
know that the Governor of Pennsylvania and his council, condoled with
them for the death of their father, and to give them a small present in order
to wipe off their tears, according to the custom of the Indians. The present
consisted of six strowd match-coats and seven shirts with a string of wampum.,
Another string of wampum was also given to Tagheneghdoarus, Shickelemy’s
eldest son.

Shickelemy’s death was the beginning of evil days. His son was made
chief, but was unable to restrain his people. '

In 1755, the French formed an alliance with the Indians, promising to re-
cover and give them back their lands upon the Susquehanna. TLarge bodies
of French and Indians had crossed the Allegheny mountains, for the purpose
of murdering, scalping and burning. It was the intention of the French to
overrun this portion of the country and erect fortifications at different
points, making Shamokin their headquarters. This fact was reported to the
Provincial Government, by Andrew Montour, with a recommendation, that
a fort be immediately erected at Shamokin, for defence.

Soon after, in the autumn of 1755, the inhabitants on Penn’s Creck were
attacked, many of them killed, and twenty-five taken prisoners. Their

- houses were burned and crops destroyed. This was the

FIRST INDIAN MASSACRE IN PENNSYLVANIA.

Forty-six of the settlers fled to Sunbury for protection, but the behavior of
the Indians here was so suspicious, that they left on the following day, and
were fired upon by Indians in ambush below Sunbury, having four more of
their number killed.

Shortly after the massacre on Penn’s Creck, the Moravian mission at
Shamokin was broken up, and the settlers fled to Bethlehem. This they
were compelled to do in order to save their lives, as the Indians were very
rude, and probably would have murdered them if they had remained much
longer.

Still la.ter in the autumn, the Indians again appeared in considerable
numbers around the Shamokin regjon, and during the following month com-
mitted several barbarous murders upon the remaining whites. No particu-
lars, however, are preserved.

SHAMOKIN DESTROYED.

" About this time the Indians abandoned the town of Shamokin, prébably
on account of fear of the English, who were expected there in a considerable
force, to erect a fort and make preparation for the defence of the frontier.
On the 3d of June, 1756, a scout, consisting of George Allen, Abe Lover-
hill, James Crapton, John Gallaher, John Murrah, and Robert Eyer, were
gent up the river to reconnoitre the enemy at Shamokin. They reported
that they arrived there on Saturday night, and, not observing any enemy,
went to the place where the town had been, but found all the houses con-
sumed, and no trace of it left. They remained there till ten o’clock the
next day, but observed no signs of Indians.

Thus was the ancient town of Shamokin destroyed by its own inhabitants.
It seemed that they were anxious to obliterate all trace of their settlement
at this point, when they found that the whites were encroaching so rapidly
upon their lands. Like the Russians, they were determined to leave nothing
behind that could be of any benefit to the enemy. Shamokin, in having
been such an important point among them, from time immemorial, was left,
po doubt, with regret; and the dusky warrior, as he turned into the forest,
could not refrain from looking back at the spot he loved so well, that was to
be abandoned forever. The flames of the burning wigwams lighted up the
gloom of the surrounding wilderness; the little pappooses clung closer to-
their mothers, and looked wistfully around. This closes the first act in the
drama.

ERECTION OF FORT AUGUSTA.

It being fully determined by the Provincial Government to erect a fort at
Shamokin, instructions were issued to Col. Wm. Clapham, by Governor Mor-
ris, in June, 1756, as follows:

“Herewith you will also receive two Planns of Forts, the one a Pentagon,
the other a Square with one Ravelin to Protect the Curtain where the gate is,
with a ditch, covered way, and Glacis. But as it is impossible to give any
explicit directions, the Particular form of a fort, without viewing and Con-
sidering the ground on which it is to stand, I must leave it to you to build it
in such form as will best answer for its own Defence, the command of the
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river and. of the Country in its neighbourhood, and the Plans herewith will
serve to shew the Proportion that the Different parts of the works should
bear to Each other. .

“ As to the place upon which this fort is to be erected, that must be in a
great measure left to your Judgment; but it is necessary to inform you that
it must be on the East side of the Susquehana, the Lands on the West at ye
forks & between the branches not being Purchased from the Indians, besides
which it would be impossible to relieve and support a garrison on that side
in the winter time. From all the Information I have been able to Collects
the Land on ye south side of the east branch, opposite the middle of the
Island, is the highest of any of the low land thereabout, and the best place
for a fort, as the Guns you have will form a Rampart of a moderate highth,
command the main river; but as these Informations come from persons not
acquainted with the nature of such things, I am fearfull they are not much
to be depended on, and your own Judgment must therefore direct you.

“When you have completed the fort you will cause the ground to be cleard
about it, so to a convenient distance and openings to be made to the river,
and you will Erect such buildings within the fort and place them in such a
manner as you shall Judge best. _ :

“Without the fort, at a convenient distance, under the command of the
Guns, it will be necessary to build some log houses for Indians, that they
may have places to Lodge in without being in the fort where numbers of
them, however friendly, should not be admitted but in a formal manner, and
the guard turned out, this will be esteemed a compliment by our friends,
and if enemies should at any time be concleald under that name, it will give
them proper notions of our vigilence and prevent them from attempting to
surprise it. -

“As soon as you are in Possession of the Ground at Shamokin, you will
secure your self by a breast work in the best manner you can, so that your
men may work in safety, and you will inform me of your arrival there, and
let me know what you will have occasion for that I may apply to the ‘Com-
missioners to supply it.”

This extract embraces the principal part of the instructions relating to
this point, and may be found at length in the Archives of the State, pages
667 and 668. :

‘When Col. Clapham received these instructions he was at Fort Halifax, at
the mouth of Armstrong’s Creek, thirty-two miles below Shamokin, with a
body of several hundred men. He had a number of mechanics also engaged
in building boats for the transportation of their provisions and munitions of
war. - These boats were pushed agaiost the current. Navigating the river
at that time, and in such a manner, was very laborious as well as dangerous:
for the savages were constantly on the loockout to surprise them. He also
manufactured carriages at this place for his cannon, but the number is not
given. It is inferred, however, from letters, that he had a number of pieces.

It appears that the Colonel had some difficulty with his men here, on ac-
count of pay already due them. Not being able to pay them, on account of
the scarcity of funds, some of the soldiers, and the bateau-men, became very
obstreperous, and refused to perform their duty. The latter were Dutch-
men, according to his account, and twenty-six in number. They were ar-
rested and confined for mutiny.

The following extract is from a memorandum made in 1802, by Colonel
Samuel Miles, of the Revolutionary army:

“We crossed the Susquehanna and marched on the westside thereof, until

we came opposite where the town of Sunbury now stands, where we crossed
over in batteaux, and T had the honor of being the first man who put his
foot on shore at landing: In building the Fort at Shamokin, Capt. Levi
Trump and myself had the charge of the workmen, and after it was finished
our battalion remained there as garrison until the year 1758.”
. In July, 1756, Col. Clapham arrived at Shamokin, with a command of
about four hundred men. Temporary breastworks were hastily thrown up
for their better protection, and preparations made to build a fort without de-
lay. The men, however, were much dissatisfied about their pay, and it was
with great difficulty that they could be restrained from returning. Matters
finally assumed such a serious aspect, that on the 13th of July a council
was held in the camp, to take into consideration what was best to be done..
As it shows clearly the troubles encountered by the commander, and forms.
an jmportant feature in the history of Fort Augusta, we copy it entire, as
follows: ‘

“Present—all the officers of Col: Clapham’s Regiment, except Capt. Miles,
who Commands the Garrison at Fort Halifax. - ;

“The Subalterns complain, that after expectation given them by several
Gentlemen, Commissioners, of receiving seven Shillings Six Pence each Lieut.,

& five Shillings & -Six Pence each.Ensign per day, the Commissary has re-
ceived Instructions to pay a Lieut. but five shillings and six pence, and an
Ensign four Shillings. '

“Capt. Salter affirms, that the Gentlemen Commissioners assur’d him that

tlie Subalterns pay was Augmented from five Shillings to the sums mention’d
above. :
. “Lieut. Davies reports, that Mr. Fox assured him that the pay of a Lieut.
in this Regiment would be Established at seven Shillings & six Pence per
Day, and that Mr. Peters, the Provincial Secretary, told the same as a thing
concluded upon, but hinted at the same time that he might expect but five
shillings and six pence per Day, before he came into the Regiment.

_“Lieut. Garraway says, that Mr. Hamilton told him at Dinner, at Mr. Cun-_
ninghams, that the Pay of a Captain in this Regiment was to be ten Shillings,
a Lieutenants seven Shillings and six pence, & an Ensign five Shillings &
Sixpence. , ,

“Capt. Lloyd says, that Mr. Hughs, one of the Gentlemen Commissioners
told him the same thing. -

_ “The Gentlemen Officers beg leave to Appeal to his Honor, the Governor,
as an Evidence that that Opinion Universally Prevailed thro'out the Regi-
ment, and thinking themselves unjustly dealt with by the Gentlemen Com-
missrs., are Unanimously Determined not to Honor their most hearty and sincere
thanks for the Favours received, the grateful impression of which they shall
never forget, and at the same time request a permission from your Honor to
Eea%n on the Twentieth day of Augst next, desiring to be relieved accor-
ingly.

“[Signed] Levi Trump, Patrick Davis, Daniel Clark, Chas. Garraway,
Asher Clayton, Wm. Anderson, John Hambright, William Plunket, Sam.
Jno. Atlee, Chas. Brodhead, Wm. Patterson, Joseph Scott, John Morgan,
Samuel Miles, James Bryan, Pat. Allison.” - : :

From this document, which may be found on page 700 of the Pennsylvania
Archives, volume first, it will be perceived that considerable difficulty
existed between the government and the officers, which threatened seriously
to impair the harmony that should exist between them. '

James Young, who appears to have been a paymaster in the service of the
government, visited Shamokin about this time, and found great confusion and
dissatisfaction existing among the officers.” On the 18th of July, 1756, he
wrote a long letter to Gov. Morris, detailing the troubles in the camp. Col.
Clapham, he states, was much displeased, on account of there not being a
sufficiency of money forwarded to pay the troops. He complained loudly,
of what he termed his ill usage, and went so far as to threaten to leave the
service, and join the Indians, if something was not done soon.

Young, it appears, did not pay any of the officers, on account of their
claiming more than he was instructed to allow them. All of them, with the
exception of three or four, had been under arrest by order of the Colonel,
and released at his pleasure withouttrial. He much doubted the propriety of
building a fort at this point, as there was great danger of it being deserted by
the men, and given up to the enemy. ,

On the same day, Colonel Clapham and James Burd, wrote a long letter to
Gov. Morris, setting forth their grievances as follows :

SHAMOKIN, July 18th, 1756.

“8ir: T am desir’d herewith to Transmit to your Honor the result of a
Council held at the Camp at Shamokin, July the 13th, in consequence of a
disappointment in the Pay of ye Subalterns, from wch it will appear to your
Honor that they think themselves ill treated by the Gentlemen Commission-
ers, whose Honor they rely’d on and several of whose promises they recite in
Regard to their Pay, and that they are unanimously determined to resign
their Commissions on the 20th day of August next if' the respective Promi-
ses and Assurances of the Gentlemen Commissioners on that Head are not
fully Comply’d with before that time, )

“I further beg leave to address your Honor with a Complaint in behalf of
myself, and the other Captains and Officers of this Regiment. I had the
honor to receive from you, Sr., a Commission as Captain in the Regiment
under my command, dated March the 29th, for which the Gentlemen Com-
missioners, notwithstanding it was represented to them, have been pleased to
withhold my pay and Assign’d as a Reason that a man can execute but one
Office at a time, and ought to devote his whole service to it, which is not only
an unjust remark, but affronting to all Gentlemen who bave the Honor to
hold directly from his Majesty’s officers more than one Commission at the
same time, by supposing them deficient in some part of their Duty, and is
virtually an invective against the Government of Great Britain itself. They
have likewise been pleased to deal with Mayor Burd upon the same princi-
ples and have paid him only as a Captain, which must be confessed is a very
concise method of reducing without the Sentence or even the Sanction of a
Court Martial. , '

“The several Captains think themselves affronted by the Commissrs In-
structions to the Commissary to pay but two Sergeants and forty-eight Pri-
vate Men in each Company, notwithstanding two Corporals and one Drum-
mer were appointed in each Company by your Honor’s express Command,
this instruction appears to them also as a contempt of your Honor’s Orders,
alsndkhave accordingly paid these non-commissioned officers out of their own

ockets.
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“I entered into this service at the Solicitation of some of the Gentlemen
Commissioners, in Dependence on Promises, which they have never per-
formed, and have acted ever since not only in two Capacities but in twenty,
having besides the Duties of my Commissions as Col. & Captain been obliged
to discharge those of an Engineer and Overseer at the same time, and un-
dergone in the Service incredible Fatigues without Materials and without
thanks. But as I am to be paid only as a Col. I intend while I remain in
this Service only to fulfill the Duties of that Commission, which never was
yet supposed to include building forts and ten thousand other Serviees which
I have performed, so that the Gentlemen Commissioners have only to send
Engineers, Pioneers and other Laborers, with the necessary Teams and
Utensils, while I, as Col. preside over the Works, see that your Honor’s
orders are punctually executed, & only Defend the Persons engaged in the
Execution of them. In pursuance of a resolution of your Honor and the
Gentlemen Commissioners to allow me an Aid-De-Camp who was to be paid
as a Supernumerary Capt. in the Regiment; I according appointed Capt.
Lloyd as my Aid-De-Camp on April 2d, 1756, who has ever since acted as
such in the most Fatiguing and disagreeable Service on Earth, and re-
ceived only Captain’s Pay.

-“Your Honor was pleased to appoint Lieut. Clayton Adjutant to the Regi-
ment under my command by a Commission, bearing date the 24th day of
May, 1756, but the Gentlemen Commissrs have, in Defiance of all known
rules, resolved that an Officer can Discharge but one Duty in a day, and
have paid him only-as a- Lieutenant. Impowered by your %‘Ionor’s orders,
and in Compliance with the Exigencies of the Services, I hir’d a number of
Battoe men at 2-6 per day, as will appear by the return made herewith to
your Honor, and upon demanding from the Paymaster General money for
the Payment of the respective Ballances due to them, was surprized to find
that the Commissy had by their instructions restraing him from Paying any
incidental Charges whatever, as thinking them properly Cognizable only by
themselves.

“'Tis extremely Cruel, Sr, and unjust to the last degree That men who
cheerfully ventured their lives in the most dangerous and Fatiguing services
of their Country, who have numerous Families dependant on their labor,
and who have many of them while they were engaged in that service, suf-
fered more from the neglect of their Farms and Crops at home than the
Value of their whole pay. Inshort, whose Affairs are ruined by the Services
done their Country should some of them reccive no pay at all for those ser-
vices, if this is the case I plainly perceive that all Service is at an end, fore-
see that whoever has the command of this Garrison will inevitably be Obliged
to Abandon his Post very shortly for want of a Suply of Provisions. Your
Honor will not.be surprized to hear that in a government where its Servants
are so well rewarded I have but one Team of Draught Horses, which, ac-
cording to the Commissioners remark, can but do the Business of one Team
in a day from whence you will easily Judge that the Works must proceed
very slowly and the Expence in the end be proportionable. -

“Permit me, Sr, in the most grateful manner to thank your Honor for the
Favour conferred on me and on the Regiment under my command which I
am sensible were meant as well in Friendship to the Province as myself. I
have executed the trust Reposed in me with all Possible Fidelity and to the best
of my Knowledge, but my endeavors as well as those of every other Officer in
the Service have met with so ungenerous a Return socontracted a Reward
that we can no longer serve with any Pleasure on such terms. And if we
are not for the Future to receive from your Honor our Orders, our Supplys
and our Pay beg Leave unanimously to resign on the Twentieth of August
next, & will abandon the Post accordingly at that time, in which Case I
would recommend it to the Gentlemen Commissioners to take great Care to pre-
vent that universal Desertion of the men which will otherwise certainly ensue.

“Thus much I thought it necessary to say in my own Vindication, and 1
am besides by the rest of the Gentlemen requested to add, that they have
still further cause of Complaint from a Quarter where they little expected
it, & are conscious to themselves they never deserved it, esteeming much
higher their treatment from the other GGentlemen Commissioners in regard to
their Pay than the ungenerous Reflections of one of those Gentlemen on the
Conduct of an Expedition which it too plainly appears it was never his Study
to Promote, and will appeal to their Country and to your Honor for ye Jus-
tice of their Conduct in the present Step.

“'Tis with utmost concern and Reluctance that the Gentlemen of this
Regiment see themselves reduced to the necessity of this Declaration and
assure your Honor that nothing but such a Continued series of Discourage-
ments could have ever extorted it from those who hope that they have not
used any Expressions inconsistent with that high Regard they have for your
Honor, and beg leave with me to Subscribe themselves

“Your Honor’s

Most obedient humble Servant,
Wirpt's CLaPHAM,
James Burp.”

Notwithstanding these complaints, the government was slow to supply the
wants of the soldiers, occasioned no doubt by the scarcity of funds and pro-
visions. The command of Colonel Clapham still remained at Shamokin, and
on the 14th of August, 1756, he again writes to Governor Morris that their
wants were still unsupplied, and that they only had about half a pound of
powder to each man, and none for the cannon. Their stock of provisions
was also low—winter was approaching, and the prospect of famine stared

them in the face, unless a supply was Iaid in. - Boats had been despatched fo
Harris’ for flour, but they encountered so much danger in passing down to
Halifax, that their safe return was almost despaired of.

In this same letter the Colonel informs the Governor that he was obliged
to put Lieutenant Plunkett under arrest for mutiny, and only awaited the
arrival of the Judge Advocate, to have him tried by court-martial.

Notwithstanding the difficulties that existed in the command of Colonel
Clapham, and the threats of the officers, that they would throw up their
commissions, and abandon the post by the 20th of August, if they were not
paid, it nowhere appears that any of them carried this threat into execution.
The commanding officer, no doubt, on more deliberate and ealm reflection,
came to the conclusion that they had a savage and wiley enemy to contend
with, and that it was absolutely necessary for their own preservation, that
defences should speedily be erected, to guard the frontier against their incur-
sions. In view of this, and the more patriotic feelings that triumphed over
the minor considerations of personal bickerings, the work of erecting Fort
Augusta steadily progressed. In September they received some supplies
from below, which tended to revive their drooping spirits. Previous to this,
the men were placed upon short allowances of flour,

Peter Burd writes to Governor Morris, September 14th, 1756, and states,
“that the fort is now almost finished, and a fine one it is; we want a large
flag to grace it.” They had labored, it appears, indefatigably, for some six
weeks, upon the works. The commanding officer was in a better humor,
and about this time, informs Benjamin Franklin, that, in his opinion, this
post is of the utmost consequence to the Provinee, and that it is defensible
against all the power of musketry. From its position, however, he feared
that it was more exposed to a descent on the West Branch, and recommended
that it be made stronger.

It may be interesting to the people of Sunbury, to know what kind of pro-
visions, the quantity, and the materials of war, were possessed by the garri- -
son of Fort Augusta, one hundred years ago. In view of this, I transeribe
the first report of the Commiscary, Peter Burd, made in September, 1756, as

follows:
Provisions in Store, September ye 1st.

46 bbs. beef and pork. 5 do. of peas.
9 do. of flour. 1 Bullock.

Brought up September ye 1st.
11 frying pans.
1 Stock Lock.
A Lump of Chalk.
27 bags flour about 5,000 cwt.
4 Tron Squares.
12 Carpenter’s Compasses.
1 ream writing paper.
4 quires Cartridge Do.
Some match rope very ordinary.
33 head of Cattle.

3 cwt. powder.

6 do. of Lead.
92 pair shoes.

4 Lanthorns.
1,301 Grape shot.
46 hand granades.
58 Cannon ball.
50 blankets,

4 brass kettles.

6 falling axes.

About this time, William Denny was appointed Governor of the Province
of Pennsylvania. Colonel Clapham wrote him a long letter, stating the
condition of the garrison, and the amount of pay due them. Many of the
soldiers left families that had become very destitute, and the government
should do something to alleviate their wants. The Colonel stated that he
had advanced all the money he could raise, besides borrowing, and now was
without a single farthing in his pocket. His men frequently deserted, and
no wonder. At this time he had three hundred and twenty under his com-
mand, which was an inadequate number to protect the frontier, and carry
on the work on the fort at the same time. One hundred men were con-
stantly employed in transporting provisions for the rest; and yet, owing to
the difficulties they had to encounter, they never were able to get much of
a supply ahead; and it was very necessary that a stock of provisions to last
six months should be on hand.

A short time after this, in another letter to Governor Denny, Colonel
Clapham says, in conclusion:

“Two bushels of Blue Grass Seed are necessary wherewith to sow the
Slopes of the Parapet & Glacis, and the Banks of the River—in eight or
ten Days more the Ditch will be carried quite round the Parapet, the Bar-
rier Gates finished and Erected, and the Pickets of the Glacis completed—
after which I shall do myself the Honor to attend your command in person.”

In due course of time Fort Augusta was completed, and was one of the
strongest, as well as most important, of all the frontier forts built at that
gloomy period of our history. The following description of it is taken from
the original drawing in London, a copy of which may be found in the State
Library at Harrishurg, and is undoubtedly correct in every respect:
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“Fort Augusta stands at about forty yards from the river on a bank
twenty-four feet from the surface of the water. The side which fronts the
river is a strong palisade, the bases of the logs being sunk four feet into the
earth, the top hollowed and spiked into strong ribbond which run trans-
versely and are morticed into several logs at twelve feet distance from each
other, which are larger and higher than the rest, the joints between each
palisade with five logs well fitted on the inside and supported by the plat-
form—the other three sides are composed of logs laid horizontally, neatly
dovetailed -and trunnelled down, they are squared; some of the lower end

three feet in diameter, the least from two feet and a half to eighteen inches

diameter, and are mostly white oak.” :

Doubtless the action of the water has considerably worn away the banks
from what they were at that day, for it is less than “forty yards” from the
spot where the fort stood to the bank of the river.

In 1757 or 1758, Major James Burd succeeded Colonel Clapham, in the
command of Fort Augusta. At this time they had the fort placed in a good
condition, to resist the attack of an enemy. Below I annex a copy of the
report of military stores, made December 6, 1758, by Adam Henry:

“12 Picces of Cannon in good order.
2 Swivels in good order. )
4 Blunderbusses in good order.
700 Rounds of cannon balls.
123 Bags of grape shot. .
383 Cartridges of powder, made for cannon.
112 Cartridges of powder, made for swivels.
12 Barrels of powder. -
46 Hand granades.
29 Rounds of cut shot.”

With this amount of material of war on hand, there is no doubt but the
garrison would have made a formidable show of resistance.

Time passed on. . Nothing very remarkable occurred at Fort Augusta for
several years. We have accounts of various Indian meetings being held
here, however; speeches being made by the chiefs, and other business trans-
acted. -

Captain Gordon, who acted in the capacity of Engineer, recommended
that a substantial magazine be erected in one of the bastions of the fort. His
description of the manner in which it should be constructed is very precise,
and as it is in a tolerably good state of preservation, we copy his specifica-
tions as follows:

“A Magazine ought to be built in the South Bastion, 12 by 20 feet in the
clear, also a Labratory of the same dimensions in the East Bastion. The
Wall of the Magazine to be 28 Foot thick, with three Buttresses, 2 Foot
thick at the bottom, levelling to 9 inches at Top, in each side. The breadth
of Buttresses, 3% Fect. The Magazine to have an arch of 23 Brick thick,
and to be under ground within 14 Foot of the Top of the Arch. The Walls
seven foot high from the Level of the Floor, and to have a’ Foundation 2
Foot below the Floor; great care taken to lay the Joists, and to fill up be-
tween with Rubble Stone and Gravel, rammed ; the Joists to be covered
with Plank 23 inch thick. An Air Hole, 1 foot Square to be practised in
the Gavel end, opposite the Door. The Passage to the Magazine to have a
zigzag, and over the Arch some Fine Plaister laid, then covered with Fine
Gravel, and 4 foot of Earth a Top. :

“The Laboratory likewise to be arched, but with- 1} brick and without
Buttresses. :

“A Fraise ought to be completed round the Fort, to be introduced upon
the Horizontal Line at 20 Degrees of Elevation, or as much as will be suf-
ficient to discover it underneath from the Flanks, This Fraise to be 24 feet
in the Ground, 33 without, not to exceed 5 inches in Thickness, the Breadth
from 4 to 7; a number of these Fraises ouglhit, before set in the Wall, to be
tunnelled on a Peice of Slab or Plank, of 5 inches broad, within 6 inches of
the ends, which gives an inch at the end clear of the Slab; the distance
from one to another 23. After made fast to this Slab, to be introduced in
the Wall and the Earth ramm’d well between. When the Earth is well
fixed and the whole set round, or a considerable way, another Peice of 3
inches broad and 2 thick, should be nailed al along close to the wall, which
will bind the whole very fast together.” -

This document bears date, May 6th, 1758. It is rendered more interest-
ing at the present day, as the magazine can yet be seen. It will probably
last for many years to come.

In July following, a small reinforcement arrived at the fort. The total
number of available men, including officers, in the garrison, at this time,
amounted to but one hundred and eighty-nine. They were pretty well sup-
plied, however, with munitions of war, and could have made a formidable
stand against superior numbers,

The commanding officers reccived instructions to confine all the French
deserters, that had been enlisted as soldiers, and send them under guard to
Lancaster jail. This was to prevent them from again joining the French,

on their expedition from Chingle-clumoose. About this time a new flag-staff,
seventy feet in height, was erected, but unfortunately their old colors were
entirely worn out, and they had to wait some time for the arrival of new
ones. - '

John Shickelemy, who, during the French and Indian war, had become
estranged from the English, appears again about Shamokin, in 1759 or 1760.
The Governor, it seems, sent him a string of wampum and solicited his at-
tendance at a council to be held at the fort.” He also extended to him his
hand, thanked him sincerely, and grected him as a friend. This was to gain
his esteem, for Shickelemy had been a little treacherous; he attended the
conference, and after it was over, requested some provisions to last him home.
They gave him a hundred weight of flour and some meat, and he started in
fine spirits. Nothing further of any importance is reported to have trans-
pired. about the fort, until July 12th, 1762, when quite an excitement was
raised on a report of liquor being furnished the Indians.- The Indian
Agent informed Lieutenant Graydon, who had command in the absence of
Colonel Burd, that he had detected his (Colonel Burd’s) store-keeper in sell-
ing liquor to them, and had sufficient proof “to conviet him. He demanded
of the Lieutenant that the liquor be seized, and as the instructions from the
Governor were strict, he was obliged to do it. 'The store-keeper, however, de-
nied the fact. It appeared that Mr. Holland, Colonel Burd’s good friend,
had been posted at a “peep-hole,” made in the wall in the adjacent house,
from whence he could see in the Colonel’s store; and the proof was that he
saw some-squaws in the house with the store-keeper—that one of them asked
for rum, and showed a dollar; on which the door was closed, and the rum
delivered to her. Lieutenant Graydon was accused of being in the store at
the same time. He was very much incensed about it, and admitted having
been there, but saw no liquor sold to them. = He forthwith informed Colonel
Burd of the accusation, who wrote from Lancaster, under date of July 18th,
1762, as follows: '

“1 am pestered with that fellow, Nathaniel Holland, Clerk to the Indian
Store, at Fort Augusta. He has accused Mr. Dennis McCormick, my clerk,
for Issuing Provisions at that place, with having carried on a trade with the
Indians, in consequence of which he has seized all the Rum in Store, and he
further says that this Clandestine Trade is carried on by my Particular
orders. Mr. Holland has sent an Express to Philadelphia, and Mr. McCor-
mick has come down to me here, and in order that this letter may come to
your hand soon and safe, I have sent him with it to you.

“Inclosed is Mr. McCormick’s Deposition, which was taken here, as I in-
tended to have sent him back to Augusta, if I could have forwarded my let-
ters by a safe hand to Philadelphia, but failing of this, I am. under the ne-
cessity of sending himself. ‘ :

“Now, Sir, as to a trade being carried on with the Indians By me, for
me, by my Clerk, by the Officers, or Garrison of Fort Augusta, or in any
manner, or in any way whatsoever, at Fort Augusta, to my knowledge, I
hereby declare to be absolutely False, & to the truth of this I am ready &
willing to take my oath in any words that the Commissioners, or.even that
Scoundrell Holland would commit to paper, and further, I can procure if
Necessary the oaths of the Officers and Garrison of Augusta to the same
purpose, & of every person living on the Susquehanna, from Harris’s to Au-
gusta, that I never brought a skin, or any other Indian Commodity whatever
to their knowledge from Augusta.

" “You will observe by the Deposition tha