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INTRODUCTION. 


No town in the Northern States is more inseparably interwoven with the thrilling 
events of the late war, than Chambersburg. Gettysburg was made more widely 
memorable by the great and decisive battle fought there, but Cilambersburg was the 
great centre of great events on our Southern border, from the auvent of General 
Patterson's army early in 1861, until the vandal horde of McCausland left the town in 
ashes, in 1864. The insurgents had possession of Chambersburg in Stuart's raid in 
1862; in Lee's occupation in 1863, when on his march to the death.blow to the Confed
eracy at Gettysburg, and in McCausland's raid in 1864, when Southern vengeance was 
glutted by the destruction of the most important and valuable portions of the town. 
Lee held his councils of war in the grove on the eastern outskirts of Chambersburg, 
for several days, and finally decided to cross the South Mountain aud accept the shock 
of battle on the direct line for Baltimore 9nd the National Capital. And not only did 
the first trump of war sound in Chambersburg when the three months' troops crossed 
the. Potomac, under Patterson in the Spring of 1861, but each year thereafter, until 
peace came at Appomattox in 1865, the columns of "emergency men" and of militia 
called out after each invasion, made Chambersburg their objective point and liberally 
enjoyed the proffered or enforced hospitality of the people of the "Green Spot." 

It was in Chambersburg that John Brown, then known only as "Dr. Smith," the 
prospector of Maryland ores, planned his mad raid on Harper's Ferry and fought the 
first skirmish of the war two years before the divided sections could realize that war 
was upon them, and the blackened walls and broken colulllns and withered shades 
which told of Chambersburg's desolation in 18640, were measurabl~ the sequel of the 
innocent hospitality given to the unknown John Brown five years before. There is, 
therefore, much of the thrilling romance of the war's history that centres in and about 
Chambersburg, and itis unfortunate that it has not been preserved by some competent 
historian. The unwritten chapters of the war which relate to Chambersburg, would 
make a volume of surpassing interest, and add much to the as yet imperfect history of 
the greatest war of modern times. With the exception of a few unpretentious scraps 
of history about the Lee invasion and the burning of Chambersburg, there has been 
nothing written in any way calculated to preserve in history the trials and sacrifices 

of the faithful border people. 



I am glad to preface the effort of Mr. Hoke to record some of the most important 

episodes of the eventful four years of civil war in Chambersburg. He was one of the 
most loyal ofloyal citizens, and he witnessed every invasion of the town by the enemy. 
A close observer, a methodical recorder of events as they transpired, and possessing 
uncommon clearness of memory as to details, he is peculiarly fitted to recall into 
permanent history the interesting records which me ~it preservation. His chapters 
cover mUl.lh unknown history pertaining to two of the great battles of the war
Antietam snd Gettysburg-and preserve occurrences which are of absorbing interest 
to the descendents of the now rapidly lapsing actors in the dark days of the rebellion. 
All tbis work has been performed by Mr. Hoke with less pretension as a historical 
writer than as a conscientious delineator of the truth of history, and it will not only 
greatly entertain and instruct the people of the Cumberland Valley, but it will preserve 
for the future historian of the war, many links in the chain of the greatest oonftict of 

A.. K. N. 


man for man. 




NOTE BY THE AUTHOR. 

When entering upon the preparation of these REML'HSCENCES OF TilE WAR, I 
was unacquainted with the fact that the files of the Valley Spirit and Franklin 
Repository, which have been ki ndly placed in my hands by the edi tors and proprietors 
of those papers, contained such full and accurate statements of the events which 
tran~pired during the eventful period of the great War of the Rebellion. To one 
unacquainted with those events from personal observation, the accounts therein given 
would be but fragmentary; but to one who saw them and passed through them, they 
afford ample data for a truthful and consecutive history. 

Then I supposed, too, that my own record, written at the time the events narrated 
occurred, had been destroyed in the burning of our town in July, 1864. That record 
has been found carefully stored away with other uooks and papers, and it has proven 

of incalculable advantage to me. 
I am also indebted to others for valuable papers, narrating events known in their 

details only to themselves. The papers furnished by T. M. Mahon, Esq., John A. 

Seiders, Esq., and J. W. Douglass, Esq:, are notable examples. Mr. Douglass is one 
of the 'ew living persons who saw ant} read General Early's order for the ransom of 
our town, and in default of its ransom, its destruction. The importance of placing 
such facts upon permanent record for the use of after generations and historians cannot 

he over-estimated. 
To CuI. A. K. McClure for a copy of ANNALS OF THE WAR, I am also under 

obligations. In the statements written by General Longstreet and other participants 
in the great struggle at Gettysburg, and in the dates and facts they have given in 
relation to the previous movements and purposes of their respective commands, I have 

derived valuable assistance. 
I have been particularly careful to give exact and correct dates to the events 

narrated and I can with the utmost confidence ~~sure the reader of their correctness., 
In the main the data furnished me by so many persons, aud gathered from so many 
sources, when carefully compared, entirely harmonized, except in oue case alone, and 
upon that fact I have the most indubitable evidence in favor of tbe date I have gIven. 

J. HOKE.Chamber8burg, Jan. 22d, le84. 





REMINISCENCES OF THE WAR. 


CHAPTER I. 

COMMENCEMENT O:F THE WAR. AND MARCHING OF TROOPS FROM 


CHAMBERSBURG. 


In the preparation of these reminiscen
ces of events which occurred in and about 
Chambersburg during the four years of 
the war of the rebellion, I am confronted 
by several difficulties, which may be stated 
as follows: In the destruction of our town 
by the torch of the invaders, July 30th, 
1864, nearly all the records kept by our 
citizens were destroyed. My cash books 
of those days in which I noted principal 
events, were all, as I suppo!"ed, destroyed. 
Recently, however, I found among some 
books and papers boxed up and "tored 
away, one of those books. containing dates 
of important events. 'l'bis book begins 
with May, 1862. and prior to that date I 
am dependant for information furnished 
by others, as well as to files of the Valley 
Spirit and Fran/din R epository, kindly
pJaced at my disposal by the editors and 
proprietors of those papers, (or which I 
hereby express my thanks. The files of 
these papers, however. were all burnt in 
the great calamity of July 30th, 1864, and 
in the replacement of the same from their 
subscribers, they were unable to procure 
every number. Important links, there
fore, are here an~ there wanting. Then, 
for convenience of narration, and to give 
authenticity to the facts stated, I write 
under my own signature, and as an eye 
witness of many of the incidents which I 
ilhall relate. This, I am aware, exposes 
me to the charge of egotism or a desire for 
notoriety. While disclaiming this, I shall 
in a series of articles, place upon record a 
simple statement of facts, many of which 
have hitherto never been published. This 
I do as a modest contribution to the annals 
of that eventful period when the destiny
of our government seemed to hang in the 
balance, and when our valley was the 
theatre of the most stirring events which 

are likely ever to occur in the life of a 
generation. 

In the early morning of April 12th, 
1861, tile telegraph announced that Fort 
Sumpter had been fired upon and the war 
commenced. The rebel batteries opened 
fire precisely at 27 minutes past 4 o'clock. 
Despatch after despatch was placed upon
the bulletin board and printed in extras 
by our papers. These despatches read 
thus: "The War Commenced; Fort 
Sumpter Fired on." "Fort Sumpter Makes 
a Vigorous Reply." "Fort Sumpter in 
flames." "The Fire Still Raging. and the 
Surrender of the Fort Inevitable." On 
the following day the announcement was 
made that Maj. Anderson, after a gallant 
resistance, had surrendered. and the rebel 
flag waved over the Fort. On the follow
ing day, April the 14th, President Lincoln 
issued his proclamation calling for 75,000 
troops to serve for three mouths. 

With the announcement of the com
mencement of hostilities. intense excite
ment seized upon all classes of people. 
The stars and stripes were run up upon 
the public buildings, bank, hotels, and 
many private dwelUngs. A great demand 
!let in for material to make flags, and red, 
white and blue flannels, delaines and mus
lins could scarcely be supplied in sufficieut 
l.MDount to meet ihe demand. Badges,
shields and other devices containing the 
national colors, met with ready sale, and 
almost every person bore upon him some 
token oflove for the Union. Volunteering
for the defense of the government. in 
response to the call of the President. went 
on vigorously and many enrolled them
sel ve for service. 

On the evening of Wednesday,IApril 
17th, a public meeting was held in the 
Court House to take into consideration 
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such matters as might be necessary to 
meet the exigencies of the times. Hon. 
Wilson Reilly was called to the chair, and 
Mr. B. B. Henshey was appointed Secre
tary. Mr. Reilly on taking the chair, 
made an eloquent and patriotic speech, in 
which he declared his readine!ls to ~upport 
the Government by every means in his 
power, and his willingne:;s to shoulder a 
musket if needs be to save the flag of his 
country from dishonor. Mr. Reilly was 
followed by brilliant and thrilling address
es by Messrs. Brewer, Sharpe, Douglas, 
Rowe, McCauley, Stewart and Cook. rfhe 
following committees were then appointed 
to prepare (or the departure of the soldiers 
who were soon to march from our midst. 

On General Regulations: D. W. Rowe,· 
Samuel Shryock and W. C. Eyster. 

Committee on Contributions: J. Allison 
Eyster, J. W. Douglas and James Nill. 

Committee to supply Pocket Bibles to 
the soldiers: Ex-Sheriff Brown, 1. H. 
McCauley and A. N. Rankin. 

In response to the c.all of this Committee 

on Contributions several thousand dollars 

were pledged by our citizens for the sup

port of the families of the departing 

soldiers, if needed. 


On Thursday, April 18th, but five days 
after the fall of Fort Sumpter, a pole 120 
feet high was raised in the centre of the 
Diamond. As soon as the pole was raised, 
the stars and stripes were run up upon it. 
when a number of ladies standing upon 
the balcony in front of the Franklin hotel, 
which stood where the Centnl! Presbyte
rian church now stands, sang with thrill 
ing effect the Star Spangled Banner. 
After this followed patriotic speeches by 
Messrs. Reilly, Stumbaugh, McClure, 
Brewer, Everett, Stenger and Welsh. 
When the flag of our country was run up 
to the top of the pole, a citizen of the town, 
.James H. Bratton, now dead, standing by 
my side, was so overcome by his patriot
ic feelings, as to burst into tears. That 
same evening I remarked to a number of 
persons, that if Virginia adopted the ordi
nance of secession, the seat of war would 
be right along our border; and being in 
the great Cumberland Valley. which ex
tended away down through Maryland 
and Virginia into Tennessee, armies of 
both the two contending parties would 
doubtless pass through our town, and one 
of the possibilities was that the rebel flag 
might some day float from that pole. My 
remark was considered wild and impossi
ble, but although no bated secession flag 
eVp.T floated from that pole, sixty thousand 
rebel troops, with many banners, passed 
under its shadow, and it was at last cut 
down by Gen. Imboden's Cavalry, which 
constituted the rear of Lee 's army, and 
were the last to pass through the town on 

the way to Gettysburg. The only rebel 
flag that was raised in town, was the regi_ 
mental flag of a Mississippi regiment, 
which was hung out from the cupola of 
the Court House, the Colonel of that regi_ 
ment being made Provost Marshal with 
headquarters in the Court House. 

On the evening of the day of the pole 
raising, a public meeting was held in the 
Court House for the purpose of doing 
honor to the Chambers Artillery, which 
was to leave the next morning for Harris. 
burg. Hon. George Chambers was made 
president, and Hon. Jamefl Nill and D. K. 
Wunderlick, vice presidents. The vener
able president, on takiug the chair, deliv
ered an address of nearly an hour's length 
replete with interesting personal reminis
cences of the past. He told of the exciting 
scenes of the "Whiskey Insurrection" of 
1794-of his having seen General Wash
ington in our town, when on his·way to 
take command of the army sent to sup
press the insurrection. He told also of 
the perils of the Indian Wars a few years 
later, and also of the war of 1812. He 
then spoke at length of the causes of the 
then present difficulties, paid a high tri
bute to Capt. Housum and the noble body 
of men he was about to lead forth in the 
defense of the Union, and in thrilling 
language besought Capt. Housum and his 
command to fight valiantly for the glori
ous old flag, and die if they must on the 
field of battle with their faces tQward the 
foe. After the adoption of some resolu· 
tions offered by Isaac McCauley, Esq., 
the soldiers repaired to Franklin Hall, 
where they partook of a farewell supper 
furnished by the citizens. After the supper 
a. sword was presented to Lieut. John 
Doebler through Mr. Brewer, and accepted 
upon the part of Doebler by Mr. Sharpe. 

rfhe day following these interesting 00
currences--Friday, April 19th,-was one of 
thrilling events, not only in our own 
town, but elsewhere. In the morning 
train the Chambers Artillery embarked 
for Harrisburg_ This company was com
posed of about 150 men-several persolJS 

uniting with it immediately upon the call 
for troops. Its officers - were: P. B. 
Housem, Capt., John Doebler, 1st Lieut., 
Matthew Gillan, 2d Lieut., George Miles, 
3d Lieut. Col. F. S. Stumbaugh, long 
associated with military organizations 
here, accompanied this company to Har
risburg with the understanding that be 
was to command the Regiment as soon as 
formed. 
The df\parture of these men, was one oftbe 

most affecting and impressive scenes that 
had ever up to that time been witnessed 
in our town. The fathers, mothers, wives, 
children, brothers and sisters, of the v?l
unteers, together with almost the entIre 
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population of the town, were collected at 
the depot to bid farewell to the gallant 
band. Almost every eye was bathed in 
tears. 'This was a new scene to our citi
zens, but they witnessed others like it 
during the war. 

About one o'clock in the afternoon of 
the same day,five or six wagons drawn by 
two horses each, appeared upon the brow 
of the hill opposite the Reformed church. 
They were driven hurriedly down through 
the town to the depot. They were filled 
with U. S. troops under command of Lieut. 
J ones, and had been quartered at Harper's 
Ferry. Upon the approach oftha Virgin
ia troops to seize the arsenal and work
shops there, Lieut. Jones, unable with his 
small command to defend the place, set 
fire thereto and fled with his men to this 
place and thence by rail to the barraok~ at 
Carlise. Before applying the torch, Lieut. 
Jones blew up the arsenals and shops, 
destroying about 15,000 stand of arms. 
'fhat part of the machinery remaining 
uninjured, was taken by the rebels down 
South and used to manufacture arms to 
destroy the Union. The arrival of these 
troops increased the excitement in the 
town, and we were made to feel that the 
seat of war was coming uncomfortably 
near. 

Upon the evening of this day, word was 
recei ved by telegraph of the riot in Balti
more and the massacre of the Massachu
setts soldiers. Soon came the news of the 
destruction of the bridges along tbe 
Northern Central and Philadelphia, Wil
mington and Baltimore railroads, and the 
stoppage of travel by those routes. Hun
dreds of Northern people sojourning in 
the South, and Southern people in the 
North, unable to pass to their respective 
destinations, availed themselves of the 
Franklin and Cumberland Valley rail
roads, and for a time travel was exceed
ingly brisk along this line. Among tbe 
distinguished persons wbo passed througb 
our town at that time, was Hon. Caleb 
Cushing, of Massachnsetts. He was in 
'Washington, and had no other way to 
return home. One of our citizens, Mr. H. 
E. Hoke, having occasion to take a sewing 
macbine to Greencastle to deliver to a 
person who had purchased it, rode in the 
baggage car one of those days. In this 
car were two men whose features were 
distinctively Soutbern. They each carried 
a Sbarpe's rifle and had in charge several 
larg~ chests which they stood by and 
guarded with great care. Whether these 

chests contained money or, wbat the 
South needed then more than money, 
percussion caps, he <lid not know. There 
were no military re-gulatiolls then made to 
see after such thillgs. 

About that time Chpt. Charles Camp
bell received a commission from the Gov
ernor to recrui t an Artillery com pany. He 
quartered hit! men in Franklin Hall, and 
bad his cannon in front of it, within a 
short· distance of our store, where he drill
ed his men. 

A rifle company, under command of 
Capt. John S. Eyster, was about this time 
rapidly recruited. Also a large German 
company was organized and tendered their 
services to the Governor. A company of 
Home Guards was also organized, and 
their services tendered to the Governor to 
march if needed. On SaLbath, April 23d, 
a fine body of men, some sixty in number, 
under command of Capt. Walker, from 
Fannettsburg, arrived in town and were 
quartered in the Court House. While 
passing through trasburg, a number of 
persons joined them, and others from the 
Valley were yet expected to swell theIr 
number. In a few days thereafter the fol
lowing companies were encamped upon 
the Fair Grounds upon the hill along the 
Pittsburg pike, west of town. This en
campment was called "Camp Irvin. " 
Capt. Walker's company from Fannetts
burg, Capt. Dixon's company from St. 
Thomas, Capt. Eyster's company from 
Chambersburg, two companies from Ful
ton county,and Capt. ampbell'scompany 
of Artillery. 'l'he companies of Captaius 
Dixon and Eyster afterwards became 
incorporated into the Pennsylvania Re
sorves . Capt. Campbell's Artillery also 
went into active service. As to what was 
done with the company of Capt. Walker 
and tbe two Fulton ('ounty companies, I 
am unable to say. Tbe Fair Grounds 
after this became the rendezvous for vari
ous companies of recruits. It is said that 
one time during the war a company of 
recruits was encamped there. Tbe officer 
in command bad drilled the men up to 
that point where they learned tbe signifi
cance of "the Long Roll." And in order 
to test tbe promptness of his command in 
responding to this alarm and preparing 
for battle, be directed it to be sounded one 
night at midnight. The whole command 
upon awa.king out of sleep and hearing 
this signal lor battle, and supposing that 
tbe rebels were upon tbem, fled in every 
direction and the majority never returned. 
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CHAPTER II. 

•'rllE ROLL OF HONOR; OR TIlE NAMES OF THOSE 'VHO FIRST FLEW '1.'0 THE 

RESCUE OF THEIR IMPERILLED COUNTRY FROM FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

'rhe Chambers Artillery, after arriving 
at Camp Curtin, near Harrisburg, was 
di vided into two companies, Lieut. Doebler 
taking command of the second company 
formed. 'rhese two companies, with one 
other, composed mostly of men from 
Greencastle and St. Thomas and uuder 
command of J. G. Elder, were attached to 
the Second Regiment Pennsylvania Vol
unteers. F. 8. Stumbaugh, Esq., of our 
town, was made Colouel of this regiment; 
-- Irwin, of --, Lieut. Colonel; Jas. 
S. Given, of West Chester, Major; Isaac 
S. Waterburry, of Harrisburg, Ad'jt. 
General; D. Watson Rowe, Serg't. Major;
Isadore A. Stumbaugh, Qu.outer Master 
Serg't; John A. King, M. D., Acting
Asst. Surgeon. 

The names and residences of the persons
composing these three companies, are as 
follows: 
LIST OF CO. A, 2ND REGT. PENNA. VOL

UNTEERS . 

Capt., Peter B. Housum, Chambersbura 
1st. Lieut., George Stitzell, " ". 
2nd Lieut., K. Shannon Taylor H 

1st Sergt. Thomas G. Cochran '" 

2nd Sergt. , Sam'l McDowell, ' " 

ad Sergt. Aclam SmiLh, 

-llh Sergt., Bruce Lambert, " 

1st Corporal, Allison McDowell " 

2nd H ~rhomas Myers 'u 
ad "John F. Snydel: " 

4th Jno. F. PenSinger, 


PmVATES-(}hambersb'g. Ernest Causler. 
Justina McGuigan. Allison Whitstone. 
J osel'buS Senseny. Edgar D. Wa3haloaugh
Alexander Flack. Janus E. Cook. 
.John F. Metz. Franklin Yeager.
George S. Houser. John A. Seiclers. 
James C. !:lample. Samuel A. Stouffer. 
H.. B. 1<'lsher. James Aughinbaugh.
Jacob W. Miles. ]'rank Fortescue. 
John C. Gerbic. Harry Fortescue. 
Thomas W. Merklein. Lewis Fisher. 
Robert F. l\lcCurdy. Edward Kline. 
Frederick Shinetield. ]'rederick Batner. 
Richard Hardin. .John F. PeitIer. 
John W. Jones. 
John C. Hullinger. Greenvillage. 
John King. John Gaff. 

Geo.J.Ludwig. ./<' ranklin D. Ditzlear. 

Jacob Lutz. Daniei Shatzler. 

Geo. S. EYster. David Wallace. 

Abraham A. Uuber. 

David W. Newman. New Franklin. 

Peter Danner. Henry Hannagan.

James Shuman. 

Lewis 1I10natll. Waynesboro'. 

Fancis Donovan. 
 John E. Walker.
Ephraim Finefrock. John N. Hullinger.
George Goetman. 
Peter Myers. Fayetteville. 
Edmund Ferry. Sylvester Weldy.
Thomas Durborow. Walter B. Crawford.
Wm. Harmony. Jeremiah Burkholder. 

Oaledonia i"on Works. James C. Eckeuroue. 
Alexander J. Stevens. Jonas B. Huntsberger. 

Mc Oonnellsburg. Newville. 
Wm. B. Over. David Hoke. 
John B. Jolmston. Ed. E. Fairweather. 
Wm. D. Cobaugh. John H. Neely. 
John 1'. Wagner. 

LIST OF CO. B, 	2ND REGT. PENNA. VOL

UNTEERS. 

Captain, John Doebler, Chambersburg. 
1st Lieut., George Miles, H 

2nd " Geo. ~V. Welsh " 
1st Sergt., Benjamin Rnodes, H 

2nd U Peter Ackerman, " 
3d " Joseph Thomas, 

4th George Cook, 

1st Corp!., Henry 1I1elvin, " 

2nd " Alexander C. Landis, H 

3d Henry McCauley, Shippensburg.H 

4th Porter J. Brown, Chambersburg. 

PRIVaTRs-Ohambersb'g. John W. Bryson.
Wm. H. Pence. 

Hamilton Spence. John Pence. 

Theophilus Stratton. Geo. Seabrooks. 

James Ridgley.

Jeremiah Smith. 
 Newville. 
Peter Dorty. Samuel Hardy.

John Elser. Isaac Hardy.

Samuel K. Snively.

Franklin Gipe. 
 Scotland. 
Michael Harmony. Lanson C@leman. 

Edward Monath. 

Wm. Fentiman. 
 Greenwood. 
Emanuel H. Forney. .J eremiah Perri. 

Samuel Uglow.

James Borland. 
 Fayetteville. 
Isaac S. Noel. Wm. T. Hazlett. 

(Honorably discharged) 
Mercel·sbuI·g.Charles Jonea. 

1. A. Stumbaugh. Martin Louman. 

('I. ransferred to Co I' s. George W. Daley.


David L. Hottman.StatI.)
John flicks. Loudon. 
John H. Frederick. . Alexander McCurdy.
Hugh Brotherton. 
Dennis Riley. Me Oonnellsburg. 
John J. Hershberger. Alexander Prosser.
Jacob Jones. Samuel Shoemaker.
Wm. Henneberger. Strasburg.Robert Smith. 
Wm.Eaker. Walker Shearer. 

~~~~l!'sig~illlebrook. Springville Lancaster co 
1<'rank Kline. J. H. Martin. 
Geo. W. Baker. Fairviewtownship, York
Robert W. Moore. county.

.Jacob W. Smith. 
 Peter Corden.James McGeehan. Edgar Wolf.John Fishel'. (Honorably discharged)P. A. J. Snider. 

Harrison Hutton. Alexandria, Hunting·

Adolphus McGuigan. don county. 

John S. White. Edgar G. McLaughlin.

Wm. T. SmIth. 
Peter Snider. New York. 
John Stoner. Julius C. Ladd. 

:Quincy, iI I.... Poland. _ 
:"Harrison Seabrooks. - JOhn Swuninsk!. 
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T.I 	T OF CO. c. 2~-rn REGT. PEN~ A. YOL
UNTEER • 

Captain, J. G. Elder, St. Thomas. 

1st Lieut.• J. B. trickIer, Green~astle. 

2nd " Jacob West, St. Thomas. 

(l. M. Sergt., 'r. J. Reilly, Greencastle. 
1st .. 'V. B. Shirk, .. 
2nd " G. H. Miller, 

3d Jacob nyder, Lou<1on. 

4th .. G. A. 1'001, Greencastle. 

1st COI·pl.. T. J. Koonse. .. 
2nd .. Christlan Burkbolder, Loudon. 
3d Thomas H1ll, St. Thomas. 
4th David C. Shatl"er, Greenca tie. 

PRlVATK.~-G,·eencasae. Jacob Detrich. 
Edwin P. Byers. Jobn Ferry. 
Geo. Bence. Wm. A. IIosler. 
Charles Byers. Jeremiah Martin. 
Cor. Barnhisel. • amuel Bennecker. 
John B. Byers. Geo. Snlavan. 
Wm. Byers. Alexander Speer. 
Geo. Busn. Wm. H. Snow. 
.James B. Comins. George Vorler. 
Emanuel Carpenter. Marion.James Gatf. 
David Hess. George Bntts. 
Jolln F. Koon8e. John II. Stickel. 
John H. Logue. Upton.

Geo. F. Missavey. 
 'I'homas Dayley..John A. Marshal. John Doublem:.n.Jessie K. Norris. Josenh Stoner.Miller II. PenSinger.
Samuel H. Prather. Mercersburg.

John E. Pool. 
 David E. IIays.John G. Rowe. John ' . King.Abraham H. Shealy. ,Tohn Shatzer.Emanuel F . Sbatzer. 
Wm. Shorts. Ohambe,·sbU1·g. 
David Tracy. Christlall Miller.
Jacob Watson. 
Joseph Wlldern. Cashtown. 
Wm. A. Weyant. Simon Rupert. 

Wm. A. Wildern. 

I,eancler B. Zook. 
 Loudon. 

John H. Unger.Waynesbo,'o' . James McElrea.
Joel Hattly. IIenry M. Spidle..Jacob H. l"unk. 
Cyrus Gossert. Geltysbu,·g. 
Henry Grabill. Wm. G. Little. 

Jobn Mickle. Geo. Little. 

David Morehead. 
 Leitersburg, Md. 

St. Thomas. l\lartln Morgan.

Samuel Antrim. Wm. A. Cassatt. 


These lists are all certified to by the re
specti ve captains. It will be seen that in 
this first rush to arms, Franklin county 
furnished in these three companies alone, 
including regimental officers, 205 men. 
Of these, 112 were from Cllarubersburg. 
It will be recollected, too, that several 
other companies in process of forming, 
and numbering about 60 men each, offer
ed their services to the Governor, and 
cou ld not at that time be accepted. Many

k of these men, when their three months' 
enlistment expired, re-entered the service; 
and several of them sealed their devotion 

.) to their country by layingdown their lives ,. upon the field of battle. Prominent 
among those who fell is Col. Peter B. 

l. 	 Housum. One of our excellent citizens 
and business men, he was loved and re
spected by all. Upon the bloody field of 
Stone River he poured out his life blood 
that the government he loved so well 

might live. Let bis memory ever be held 
in grateful remembrance by the people. 
Then there were others among tho e who 
first flew to the re~cue of their country in 
her hour of peril, and died upon the field, 
or in the hospital, besides Col. Housum, 
who deserve to be gratefully remembered. 
but I cannot recall them, nor tell of their 
deeds of noble daring and heroi m. N<fr 
is our gratitude due to tho e only who fell 
in battIe or hospital. Some were wound
ed and maimed for life. Others contracted 
diseases which rendered their after-life 
unpleasantandpainful. Theca esofCol. 
Elder and Sergeant 'rhomas G. Cochran 
are familiar to all. 

It will be recollected that at a meeti nil: 
of citizens of Chambersburg, held in the 
Court House, on the evening of April 17th, 
to take into consideration the preparation 
necessary for tbe comfort and welfare of 
our departing volunteers, a committee 
was appointed to supply each soldier with 
a copy of the criptures. 'rhis committee 
taking no action in this matter. the Mana
gers of the Franklin County Bible Society 
directed the writer, as their Treasurer and 
Librarian. to send to these men a copy 
each of the ew Testament. Rev. W. B. 
Raber, then a resident pastor at York, 
near which these men were encamned. 
and who was personally known.by nearly 
all of the Franklin county men, was 
selected to present these Testaments. 
The following is a copy of the proceedings 
in connection witll these presentations. 
The originals, with every other vestige 
connected with this affair, were destroyed 
with the SOCiety's library and records in 
the great calamity ofJuly 30th, 1864. For 
this record I am indebted to the VaUey 
Spirit, in whose issue of May 15th, 1861, 
it is printed. 

CAMP COTT, ~ 
Headquarters 2d Regt., Penna.Vols., 

YORK, PA., May 2d, 1861. 
On Thursday morning, May 2d, 1861, 

the volunteers of Franklin county, quar
tered at Camp Scott, after morning drill, 
were assembled together in compa.nies at 
the request of Col. F. S. Stumbaugh, for 
the purpose of making some suitable 
acknowledgement of their appreciation of 
the care and generosity of the Franklin 
Cuunty Bible Society, in presenting each 
one of the soldiers from Franklin county 
with a copy of tbe New Testament. 

Companies A, Band C were formed in 
a triangle, the officers in the centre. Col. 
F. S. tumbaugh stated the object of the 
meeting in some appropriate remarks. 
Capt. J. G. Elder. of company C, was 
elected President, and Capt. P. B. Hous
um, of company A, and D. 'Vatson Rowe, 
were chosen Secretaries, 

http:known.by


12 Remimscences of the War. 

The following resolutions were offered 
by Mr. Rowe, and were unanimously
adopted: • 

WlIEREAS, The Franklin County Bible 
Society has presented each one of the Vol
unteers of Franklin county with a copy of 
the New Testament; and 

WHEREAS, We acknowledge the word 
of God contained therein as the only will 
to direct us how we may honor and serve 
our Maker, and· fulfil our whole dutvas 
soldiers, citizens and men; and find in its 
teachings the preparation for death as 
well as the rule of life, and therefore hold 
it precious above all things: Therefore, 

Resolved, That we return our warmest 
thanks to the Franklin County Bible So
ciety for their tender care of our spiritual 
welfare and comfort; and that as our best 
return to the Society, we will regularly 
and studiously ponder the words of life 
and wisdom which they have placed in 
our hands. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolu
tions be furnished by the Col. of our Regi
ment tothe Franklin County Bible Society , 
with the request that they be published 
in all the County Papers. 

JAMES G. ELDER, 
P. B. HOUSUM, President. 
D. W. ROWE, 

Secretaries. 
In accordance with the request contain

ed in this last resolution, Col. Stumbaugh 
transmitted a copy of the action taken, 
with the following letter: . 
To J. Hoke and others, Oommittee of the 

Franklin Oounty Bible Society: 
RESPECTED SIRs: The package con

taining 300 copies of the New Testament 

reached Camp Scott on Tuesday evening 
oflast week, and on Wednesday morning, 
I proceeded, in pursuance with the prom
ise previously made, to distribute them 
among the members of the companies 
from Franklin county, under my com
mand, in 2d RegimentPenn'a Volunteers, 
viz: Companies A, Band C. I wish you 
could have been present to see how every 
countenance beamed with joy on the 
reception of the precious book. 

I herewith enclose you a list of ihe 
recipients of your generosity, and also a 
Preamble and ResoluLions expressi ve of 
the thanks of the companies, which were 
unanimously adopted. It affords me 
pleasure to add that I notice the men in 
clusters, whenever they have a leisure 
moment, either reading or listening to the 
blessed Scriptures being read by some one 
of their number. 

I have no doubt it will exert a powerful 
intluence for good over the conduct of the 
men, and make them feel ever grateful for 
the kindness of the Franklin County 
Bible Societv. Allow me to tender to 
you, and through you to the members of 
the Franklin County Bible Society, my 
earnest, heartfelt thanks, well knowing 
that the precious gift that you have 
bestowed, will not only teach men to ren
der to God the things that are God's, but 
also stimulate them to sustain their conn
try's honor and glory. In conclusion, let 
me ask the prayers of the members of 
your Society for myself and command at 
all times and under all circumstances. 

I am, Dear Sirs, your ob't servaIlt, 

F. S. STUMBAUGlI. 

CHAPTER III. 

CAlIlP SLIFER. 

A glance at the map of the United 
States will demon&trate that in a conflict 
between the Northern and Southern 
States of ihe Union, the great vallev 
extending from the Susquehanna through 
the States of Maryland and Virginia, 
and into the State of Tennessee, 
would be the great thoroughfare of the 
contending armies. That such was the 
case during the war of the rebellion, and 
that it was the theatre of important events, 
are well known to all familiar with that 
eventful period. 

From the time of the destruction of the 
arsenals and workshops at Harper's Ferry, 
April 19th, to some time in June follow
ing, that place was occupied by about four 
thousand Virginia troops. The presence 
of this formidable force there, and the fact 
that large bodies of soldiers from all p3rts 
of the South were hurrying northward 
into Virginia, the ultimate destinatiou of 
whom was not known, made the concen
tration of a considerable force somewhere 
in this valley, and near the Potomac a 
neceSSity. The presence of a force h~re 
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would also be necessary in order to be pre
pared for an aggre sive movement south 
of the Potomac, if such 3 movement 
should bedetermined on. Chambersburg, 
because of its location in the valley, and 
because of its excellent railroad facilitie 
and the loyalty of its people, was naturally 
chosen as the place for this gathering.
Accordingly some time near the close of 
April-probably the 25th or 26th-two reg
iments, the 7th Penna. Volunteer, under 
Col. ·William H. Irwin, and the th, 
under Col. A. H. Emley, came to our 
place. These troops were the first to 
reach our town, and they constituted the 
nucleus of Gen. Patterson's Army.
'rhese regiments came by the CumLerland 
Valley railroad, and reached town about 
10 o'clock at night. They marched from 
the depot up Second street to Market, 
down Market through the Diamond, and 
out to the old Fair Ground on the hill 
west of town. This was the first time 
many of our citizens had seen so large a 
body of soldiers, and their arrival created 
great excitement and great interest. 

A day or two after the arrival of these 
two regiments, they were removed from 
the Fair Ground to a field east of the town 
belonging to Mr. Eberly. This place 
was much better adapted for the purpose of 
an encampment than the one they first 
occupied. Water of the best kind and in 
abundance was near at hand. This camp 
was called "Camp Slifer," after the then 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. Wood
en buildings were bastily erected for the 
accommodation of the soldiers, but tents 
were needed for the quarters of the officers. 
'rhe Government was unable for a wbile 
to furnish tbese because of its unprepared
ness for tbe sudden and unexpected 
emergency. A dispatch was received by 
the writer from Col. A. K. McClure, at 
Harrisburg, by direction of Gov. Curtin, 
requesting me to ascertain bow many 
Camp Meeting tents I could procure, and 
report the result to Gen. Williams in com
mand of Camp Slifer. I reported to the 
General that I could get some eigh t or ten, 
but some were without covers. General 
Williams directed me to have covers made, 
and the tents put up in the camp at such 
places as his officers should direct. Covers 
were made and the tents put up and u ed; 
and when the camp was broken up and 
the advance towards Virginia made, they 
were taken along by the troop. It was 
several years ana after much difficulty
that I succeeded in getting them paid for, 
so as to compensate their owners. 

On Thursday evening, about 9 o'clock, 
May 2d, the 10th Regiment, commanded 
by Col. S. A. Meredith, reached town and 
were marched out to Camp Slifer. On 
the following night, Friday, May 3d, snow 

four or five inches in depth feU. '1'bib 
newly arrived regimeut was witbout ade
quate shelter, and on aturday morning 
Capt. D. 'V. Patter Oil, in command of 
the Lanca ter City Guards, brougbt hi~ 
company into town, and tbey took sheltE'r 
in the lower corridor of tbe Court Hou!:oe, 
wbE're provision WE're taken by some of 
our citizens and tbe e hungry men fed. 

Prom tbe ~d day of .May until tbe 2 th, 
a period of nearly four weeks, tbese three 
regiments-the 7th, 8th and lOth Penna. 
Yolunteers-were tbe only troop in 
actual service quartered bere. 

'1'0 meet tbe exigencies arIsing from the 
presence of so large a number of men in 
our commuuity, many of whom had left 
their business and comfortable homes to 
contract disease from exposure and hard
ships, our citizens, male and female, did 
1111 in their power to provide for the com
fort and welfare of the gallant strangeJ"R 
in tbeir midst. Houfies, hearts and table:-l 
were open to them. People from the Stu· 
rounding country came in crowds to vi it 
tbe camp, and many brought evidences of 
their regard in the way of bread, cakeR 
and delicacies. 

Some of the arrangements made by our 
citizens for the comfort of the soldiers, e 
pecially for the s!ck, are worthy of notice 
and permanent record. I shall detail a 
few here. On Sunday, May 12th, an
nouncements were made in the churches 
of this place, that on tbe following day
the ladies of the variou denominations 
would meet in the Presbyterian Lecture 
Room, to organize an a sociation to supply 
regularly the delicacies needed by the sick 
soldiers in the hospital. '1'he hospital wa. 
then in one of the large rooms of what 
was known as the Mansion House. It 
was then occupied and owned by the Re
formed Church as their printing establish
ment. The meeting was held and com
mittees appointed-one for each day in 
the week. It fell to tbe lot of the writer 
to go to the hospital each morning and re
ceive from the Surgeon in charge-Dr. B. 
H. Throop, of Scranton, Pa.-a paper in 
which be stated tbe number of patients 
for wbom he needed food. Tbese he 
would divide into classes, according to the 
degree of their illness or convalescence, 0 
that the proper provison might be made. 
This paper I would deliver to the President 
of the Committee for that day, who, with 
the assistance of ber associates, would pre
pare what was ,~anted and send it to the 
bospital. In tbis way delicacies for the 
weak and suffering, and stronger food for 
tbe convalescent, were furnished in atJUn
dance. The ladie also set to work to 
prepare bauuage ,scrape lint, and g-ather 
old linen for bandaging wounds, all of 
which tbey delivered to the urgeon and 
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his assistants. The sending of food and 
delicacies was kept up until a General 
Hospital was established in Franklin Hall, 
when, to some extent, the wants of tbe 
soldiers were met then by the better or
ganization which there prevailed. Many, 
however, visited the hospitals daily 
throughout the war, and carried to the 
sick and wounded such things as they 
needed, and could not otherwise procure. 
Later on in the war the ladies worked 
vigorously in collecting money, lint, and 
bandages for the Christian and Sanitary 
Commissions. It would be a deserved 
tribute to the humanity and patriotism of 
these noble women to place their names 
upon permanent recor1 here, but I would 
not do injustice to the many, both dead 
and living, whose naIDes have escaped 
my memory, by recording the few I can 
recollect. 

During the months of May and June a 
considerable number of soldiers took sick, 
and several died. A disease called the 
"Spotted Fever," induced by exposure
and laying upon the damp ground, broke 
out in Camp Slifer. The blood seemed to 
have left the vein8 and come out in dark 
blotches or spots 'upon the surface of the 
body under the skin. In most cases death 
ensued, and few survived two or three 
days after baving been stricken with it. 
One of the nurses in the hospital in Frank
lin Hall was an Englishman, and had 
been a nurse in the Enlish Army in the 
Crimean war. He said they had a great 
many cases of this terrible disease there,· 
and his services in caring for such patients 
was in great demand in Franklin Hal!. 
One of the persons who died after a short 
illness from this terrible scourge in Frank
lin Hall, was a soldier in Capt. Patterson 's 
command from Lancaster City. His 
name, I think, was Pastor. His wife 
came on to see her husband, and we gave 
her a home as our house adjoined the ho;;
pita!. Capt. Patterson, the dying soldier's 
wife, one of the nurses, and the writer, 
stood by his mattress upon the floor, and 
witnessed his dying struggles. His heart
broken wife was led away from the sad 
scene and passed a sleepless night until 
the next day, when Capt. Pd.tterson, lead
ing' the bereaved widow, and surrounded 
by a military guard from his own com
pany, bore the dead body of the soldier to 
the depot, when it was taken to Lancaster 
and interred. Capt. Patterson was a noble 
man. He loved his men, and they loved 
and respected him. His profession, I 
think, was that of a lawyer. He lived in 
Lancaster. The scenes of suffering and 
agony that occurred in Franklin Hall 
Hospital and other hospitals afterwards 
established here, and the touching circum
stances connected with some eases, can 

never be told. I may detail a few cases 
further on in these reminiscenses in their 
appropriate places. . 

Through the organization of the Frank
lin County Bible Society, money was col
lected to defray the expenses of coffins 
and shrouds for some soldiers who had 
died, and whose friends desired to take 
their bodies home for burial, but had not 
the means. 'fhrough the same organiza
tion tracts were distribulRd in the camps, 
the jail and camps visited, and preaching 
each Sabbath by one of the resident minis
ters of the town, provided for. 

But the presence of the soldiers amon~ 
us had its bright side as well as its sombre 
aspect. 'fhere were many very clever 
persons among them who became favorites 
of our people. And as in almost any as
semblage' of persons there is one who is 
the acknowledged genius for fun-making, 
so it was with these soldiers. The uni
vers!!l genius of Camp Slifer was a little, 
wiry, and glib-tongued fellow who was 
called "Old Abe." Wherever Old Abe 
appeared there was fun and laughter. 
He loved to tell of his bravery, and what 
terrible havoc he would make if ever he 
got into battle with the rebels. It was 
said that his after-conduct did not corre
spond with his high pretensions. . 

A n officer attended service one Sabbath 
in the German Reformed church, and 
while the pastor, Rev. B. Bausman, was 
preaching, he suddenly, and somewhat 
angrily, disturbed the Reverend gentle
man and his listening congregatioll by 
the words: "Attention men I attention! ! 
Shoulder arms." It was said that he was 
the drill master of the" Awkward Squad," 
and having fallen asleep he imagined he 
was going through the provoking duty of 
drilling raw recruits. It is needless to 
say that the solemnity of the occasion was 
somewhat broken, and many were excited 
to laughter, amidst which the mortified 
officer quietly withdrew. 

Occasionally one of the regiments from 
the camp would favor the town by a pa
rade through its streets; and on one occa
sion the three regiments marched through 
the Diamond and two or three miles out 
into the country. On May 15th, the 7th 
and 8th Regiments were drawn up into 
several lines in the Diamond, when a 
handsome flag was presented to the 7th 
Regiment, as a mark of regard from the 
ladies of Chambersburg. The flag was 
presented by W. S. Stenger, Esq., on be
half of the ladies, in a neat and able 
address. Lieut. Col. Rippey responded 
on the part of the Regiment in a speech 
of great beauty and force. The affair 
was witnessed by a large concourse of citi
zens, and was an occasion of great interest. 

On the same day of this flag pre8enta. 
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tion. Gov. Curtin visiteJ the town to re
view the troop. He and his suite arrived 
in the 11 o'clock train, and were received 
at the depot by the 7th Regiment and 
conducted to the Franklin Hotel. In the 
afternoon the Governor reviewed the 
troops. They were stationed along Mai n 
street The 7th, 8th and lOth Regiments 
were pre ent; also five companies from 
"Camp McAllen," on the Fair Grounds. 
The Governor returned to Harrisburg in 
a special train the same evening. 

Among the companies encamped on the 

Fair Grounds at tbis time awaiting accept
ance by the Governor, was the "~IcClure 
Rifles," under command of Capt. Wilson 
Reilly, This company was named after 
Hon. A. K. McClure. When the Govern
ment refused to accept any more troops
for a short term, part of this company 
refused to enter the service under the~e 
terms and returned to their homes, and 
sub equently the balance were dismissed. 
Capt. Campbell's company of Artillery
also divided upon this condition, and part 
of the command returned home. 

CHAPTER IV. 

GENERAL PATTER ON' CA:~rpAIGN. 

On the morning of Tuesday, May 28th, 
about seven o'clock, our town was thrown 
into a state of excitement by the announce
ment that the 2nd and 3d Regiments from 
Camp Scott, near York, were at the depot. 
In a short time a large part of the popu
lation of the place gathered there to recei ve 
them. Companies A and B were nearly 
all from this place, and Co. C. from Green
castle, St. Thomas, and other parts of the 
county. A hearty reception was given 
these defenders of their country by friends 
and relatives here, as well as a generous
welcome to all who com posed that splendid 
body of men. These troops had left Camp 
Scott at 9 o'clock on the previous evening.
'I'be secret of their coming had been known 
to the Railroad employees only. Tbey 
were well elluipped in everything neces
sary for tbe march, the camp, and the 
battlefield. After having formed into Iine, 
the column, led by Colonel Stumbaugh,
marcbed up Second Street to Market, and 
down Market and up to the Fair Grounds. 

hortly after reaching this encampment, 
furloughs were granted to many of the 
soldiers from this and neighboring places,
and they hurried to their respecti ve homes. 

On Thursday following the day of the 
arrival of the 2nd and 3d Regiments-May 
30th-the 6th Regiment commanded by 
Col. James Nagle and the 23d, commanded 
by Col. Ch&.rles P. Dare, arrived by trains 
from Perrysville Camp, opposite Havre 
de Grace. Duri ng the afternoon of the 
same day, the 21st Regiment, Col. John 
F. Ballier, and the 24th, Col. Joshua T. 
Owens, both from Philadelphia, also 
arrived. On Friday morning the "Scott 
Legion," Col. Gray, num bering about one 
thousand men, arrived from Philadelphia. 

The whole number of troop which had 
arrived up to this time was about eight
thousand. These men were quartered in 
the followi ng places: The 2nd and 3d 
upon the Fair Grounds, which they called 
"Camp Givens," named after Maj. James 
S. Givens, of the 2nd Regiment. 'I'hese 
two Regiments were subsequently for a 
short time quartered in the Court House, 
churches and other public buildings. The 
6th, 21st and 23d, at Camp Carbon, on the 
grouI!ds of Col. McClure, north of the 
town. The cott Legion and the 24th, 
encamped about three miles south of the 
town on the farm of Mr. Christian Bitner
the 2nd and 3d Regiments being removed 
to this encampment. Changes were made 
in some of these encampments afterwards 
as better locations were found. 

On Saturday morning, June 21 t, a large
number of U. S. Baggage Wagons arrived ; 
also a brigade of cavalry, numbering about 
five hundred. The cavalry encamped in 
the grove north of the town, near where 
the Gate House tben stood. 

In the afternoon of Saturday, June 1st, 
the horrible tragedy of the killing of the 
colored man, Frank Jones, occurred.
Jones, it was said, kept a disorderly house 
in that part of the town known as" Wolti ' 
town." His place was the frequent resort 
of soldiers, and for some cause on that 
afternoC'n they attacked his place, forcing 
open the doors, breaking in the windows, 
upsetting the stove and beating Jones and 
his wife. In the confusion Jones disC1harged
his gun, the contents of which wounded 
two soldiers in the legs. The cry was 
then raised, "kill the nigger, kill the 
nigger." Jones fled from his house, going 
out of the back door and crossing the lots 



16 Renzinz'scences of the ]iVaI'. 

in the direction of West Market Street. 
\\Then his flight was discovered, a Lieu
tenant of one of the Pittsburg companies, 
attached to the Seventh Regiment, who 
had just arrived on the ground, called out 
for the men to pursue Jones, he following 
in the pursuit. Jones succeeded in reach
ing the house standing upon whatisknown 
as Federal Hill, now occupied by Mr. 
Boyer, but then the residence of George 
Eyster, Esq. Upon the arrival of the 
soldiers, Jones was found in one of the 
chimnies, from which he was dragged 
against the protests of Mrs. Eyster, led 
out into the front of the house and brutally 
killed, thE' Lieutenant himself firing five 
shots from his pistol into the body of Jones. 
He was also beaten over the head with a 
club, and several lJayonets and swords 
were thrust into him. The body of Jones 
was subsequently taken into the jail yard, 
where an inquest andpost.m01·tem exami
nation were held. He bore upon hi~ body 
twenty wounds, six being bullet wounds 
and the balance incised and contused 
wounds. Warrants were issued for the 
arrest of the persons implicated in this 
foul tragedy, but owing to the excitement 
of the war, nothing was done in the case. 
i:::iome years after this occurrence, the Lieu
tenant implicated in this murder volun
tarily came to Chambersburg and gave 
himself up for trial, but he was acquitted 
for want of sufficient evidence. 

On Sunday afternoon about five o'clock, 
General Patterson, attended by Capt. Mc
Mullen 'scompany ofIudependent Rangers 
from Philadelphia, came to town by a 
special train. Up to this time the sanctity 
of the Sabbath had been but seldom dis
turbed by the military in our midst, but 
un this day the first great street parade on 
the Sabbath occurred. A large boJy of 
soldiers were drawn up in line on orth 
Main street: When the train arrived , 
Gen. Patterson, and some of his staff, in a 
carriage, specially prepared for him, took 
his place in the line, and the imposing 
procession marched up Main street, which 
was filled with a sea of glittering bayonets 
from the Presbyterian church to the Ger
man Reformed. After parading abou 
town to the delight of many, hut the regre 
of others because of the violation of the 
Sabbath, the General with his military 
family took up his headquarters in the 
large stone building which stood in the 
vacant ground opposite the Montgomery 
hotel, formerly used as a Female seminary. 

It is a significant fact that many of the 
great battles of history were fought upon 
the Sabbath, and in almost every instance 
the attacking party was defeated. This 
fact alone, if not the higher consideration 
of the divine prohibition, should have 
deterred those in command of the armies 

of a Christian Nation from all uunecessary 
military movements upon that day. In 
this case there was no necessity for select_ 
ing the Sabbath to come to this place, 
much less for the uncalllld for display 
attending it. The contrast between the 
arrival of Gen. Patterson in our town and 
his passing through it on his return, some 
few weeks afterwards, was decided and 
humiliating. When he returned he rode 
in a regular train, in an ordinary car with 
others, and with but a few persons to look 
at him. He may not have deserved the 
reproach our people heaped upon him, 
buL his case is another illustration of the 
propriety of the Scriptural injunction, 
"Let not him that girdeth on his harness 
boast himself as he that putteth it off." 

During the night of Sunday, June 1st" 
the 1st Regiment of Pennsylvania Volun
teers, commanded by Col. Samuel Yohe, 
arri ved ; and early on rfuesday morning, 
June 3d, the 14th, commanded by Colonel 
John W. Johnston, and the 15Lh, Colonel 
Richard A. Oakford, also made their 
appearance. Between this date and the 
8th in~t., two more Regiments arrived, 
viz: the 9th Pennsylvania, Col. H. U. 
Longenecker and the 13th, Col. 'l'homas A. 
Rowley. Following these in close succes
sion came the 1st Rhode Island, Colonel 
Burnside, about eleven hundred men and 
a field battery of six pieces with horses, 
wagons and equipments ; the 4th Connec
ticut, Uol. Levi Woodhouse, one thousand 
strong, the 1st Wisconsin, Colonel Stark
weather, the 11th Pennsylvania, Colonel 
Jarrett, and the 16th Pennsylvania, Col. 
'l'homas A. Zeigle. On Saturday, the 8tb, 
there arrived a Company of Regulars from 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and five more 
companies from Washington on Sunday. 
Almost every day and night trains of cars 
arrived freighted with horses, baggage 
wagons, amunition and provi~ion~, and 
every indication pointed to a speedy move· 
ment upon the foe. 

rfhe troops after arriving here were or· 
ganized as follows: 

FIRST DIVISION. 

Brevet Major General George Cadwal · 
lader commanding, consisting of First, 
Third and Fourth Brigades. 

1st Brigade-Col. George H . Thomas, 
2d U. S. Cavalry, commanding, consisting 
of 

'" companies U. S. Cavalry, and 1st l'biladelpbia 
City Troop, Capt James. 

Battalion ot Artillery and Infantry, Capt.
DOllbleday. 

1st Rbode Island Regt. and Battery, Col. 
BurnSide. 


6th Penna. Regt., Colonel Nagle. 

21st.. " Col. .BailieI'. • 

23d Col. Dare. 


c 
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3cZ Brigade-Brig. Gen. E. C. Williams 
commanding, consisting of 

7th Itegt. Penna. Volunteers, Col. Irwin. 
8th··.. .. Col. ],;mly. 

10th" ,. .. Col. lIlenlllith. 

20th .. Scott Legion. Col. Gray. 


4th B)·igade-Col. D. S. Miles, U. S. 
Infantry, commanding, consisting of 

2d and 3d U. S. Infantry, Maj. Sllepp'lrcl.
9th Penna., Col. Longenecker.
13th .. Col. Rowley.

16th .. Col. Zelgle. 


SECOND DIVISION. 

Major General Wm. H. Keirn, com
manding, consisting of the Second and 
Fifth Brigades. 

2dB1·igade-Brig. Gen.G. C. Wyncoop, 
commauding, consisting of 

1st Penna., Col. Yohe. 
2d •. Col. Stumbangh 

3d .. Col. Minier. 

24th" Col. Owens. 


5th B1·igade-Brig. Gen. J. S. Negley, 
commanding, consisting of 

1st Wisconsin, Col. Stlukweather. 

4th Connecticut, Col. Woodhouse. 

llth Penna.., Col. Jarrett. 

14th .. Col. Johnson. 

15th Col. Oa kford. 


Gen. Patterson's command, as will 00 
Eeen from the foregoing, consi ted of about 
twenty thousand ~trong. These forces 
were well armed and equipped, and judg
ing from the record which many of them 
afterwards made during the war, they 
were fully competent to perform the duty 
entrusted to them. Gen. Johnston, com
mander of the rebel forces in the Valley 
of Virginia, had evacuated Harper's Ferry 
and fallen back to 'Vinchester, where he 
had collected a considerable force. To 
Gen. Patterson was entrusted the duty to 
either attack and defeat this force, or to 
hold it there while another force under 
Gen. McDowell marched from Washing
ton to attack Beauregard at Menassas. 
'rhat either or both these objects was DOt 
accomplished was not the fault of the 
men. I am aware that Gen. Patterson, a 
few years before his death, felt at liberty 
to make public some facts which seemed 
to place the responsibility of the failure of 
his expedition upon otbers. Impartial 
history will attach that responsibility 
where itjustIy belongs. 

On Friday morning, June 7th, the ad
vance towards Virginia commenced. 
The troops encamped npon the grounds of 
Col. McClure, north ot the town, marched 
up Main street, amidst the intense enthu
siasm of the people. Some of the regi
ments, with some of the artillery belong
ing to Gell. Cadwallader's division, had 
already gone southward by railroad. 

As these troops passed up our street, 
that familiar and eccentric character, 

Aleck Orbison, known to the older per
sons in this place, stood upon the pave
ment in front of Gen. Patterson'R head
quarters. He was dressed in a suit of old 
regimentals which some one had given 
him. As the officers rode by he greeted 
them with a salute and bow. gracefully 
tonching hIs old high crowned and plum
ed Revolutionary hat. Suppo ing him to 
be some one connected with headquarters 
and high in rank, some of the officers, 
failing to take in the situation until the 
laughter of the people led them to Bee it, 
returned his salute, to the great amuse
!Dent of all who witnessed it. 

On Saturday morning the troops from 
Camp Slifer, under Gen. Williams, left 
their encampment and followed Gen. Cad
wallader southward. These were followed 
day after day by others, until all were 
gone. The 2d and 3d Regiments, to which 
the two companies from this place belong
ed, left their encampment upon Mr. 
Bitner's farm on Saturday, the 15th. 

It is not our purpose to follow this grand 
army in its marclhings and counter march
ings, its crossing and recrossing the 
Potomac, its victory over the enemy at 
Falling Waters and trinmphant march to 
Bunker Hill, within strikine: distance of 
the enemy, and its inglorious turning 
aside and falling back to Charlestown aud 
Harper's Ferry, leaving Johnston to flee 
to Manassas and snatch from the Union 
lorces the wreath of victorious hattie al
ready won. Somebody either blundered, 
or was incompetent for the trust confided 
to him. 

Immediately after the departure of the 
troops from this place, all the inmates of 
the hospitals, who were well enough, were 
sent to their respective companies. 
Others, not sufficiently recovered, were 
sent to their homes or to other hospitals. 
There were quite a number, however, 
who were too weak and ill to be sen t 
away. These our citizens agreed to care 
for, without compensation, and they were 
distributed among families in the town. 
One was taken in charge by Mr. Sam
uel Myers, one by Mr. Henry Embich, 
one by Mr. Wolfkill, one by Daniel 
'rrostle, two by A. H. McCulloh, three 
hy Charles Eyster, one by Hon. George 
Chambers, one by Frederick Deitrich, and 
one by the writer. Dr. A. H. Senseny 
was put in charge of them. Within a 
week the three in the families of Mr. 
Embich, Mrs. \Volfkill and Frederiok 
Deitrich died. The soldier assigned to us 
was named Summerfield. He came from 
Pitt burg. He was slowly recovering 
from a long and severe attack of typhoid 
fever. His mind was weak and he seemed 
like a child. He imagined that he had 
captured Jeff. Davie with flve hundred 
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thousand dollars in gold and two horses. 
He would every day look out of the win
dow to see if the bank, in which he imag
ined his money was stored, was still there, 
and would then go down to the stable at 
tbe lower end of our lot, in which Sheriff 
Brandt had two horses, which he claimed 
as those he captured, to see if they were 
yet on hand. Dr. A. H. Senseny called 
every day to see him and inquired if he 
still had old Jeff. and his money and 
horses? After he became stronger and 
better he would smile when this question 
was asked him. When able to travel we 
sent him to his home in Pittsburg. In 
about two months afterwards we received 
a letter from him from Washington. He 
had again enlisted and was then in service. 

The case of the soldier who died at the 
residence of Mr. Deitrich is peculiarly in
teresting. One day. about a week or ten 
days before the departure of the troops, I 
visited, as was my frequent custom, the 
hospital in the Hall. Seated beside the 
cot of a youthful soldier, sorely afflicted 
with typhoid fever, was a middle aged 
German woman. She resided in Alleghe
ny City, and was the mother of the young 
soldier, and having heard of his illuess 
had come on to see after him. Her dress 
and scanty bundle indicated poverty, and 
inability to pay lodging, and she could not 
be entert.ained in the hospital. Mr. Fred
erick Deitrich and his good old wife kind
ly consented to give her a home. After 
showing her to her room the first night 
she lodged with them, she was overheard 

in earnest prayer (or her poor sick boy, 
and for the kind family who had open ell 
its door and taken her in. Mr. Deitrich 
and his wife were pious people, and from 
that time became greatly attached to their 
guest. This woman's son, the soldier boy 
already referred to, was the last one in the 
hospital. All the others had been remov
ed and provided for. A stretcher was pro
cured and he wa!. borne to Mr. Deitrich's 
residence. Going up to see him late in 
the afternoon, I found him dead. As 
soon as he was comfortably fixed in bed 
after his removal, his mother, joined by 
Mr. and Mrs. Deitrich, knelt by his bed 
and prayed repeatedly for him and pointed 
him to the dying soldier's Friend. They 
had the satisfaction to '!ee him die in peace
and hope. A coffin and shroud were pro
cured, and the next morning, followed 
by the family of Mr. Deitrich and a few 
others, his body was borne to the depot 
and taken by his mother, the railroad 
officials granting free transporta.tion, to 
Allegheny City, where it was received 
and buried by the military. As the train 
bearing the mother and her dead son 
moved around the curve at Grier's ware
house, the woman waved her hand out of 
the car window and then pointed up
wards, as if to say: "Farewell; we will 
meet up there." Mr. Deitrich and 
his good old wife are long dead. They 
have doubtless met both mother and son 
where wars are unknown, and where 
death and tears are forever ended. 

CHAPTER V. 

ORGANIZATION OF TllE 126Tll REGIMENT; FUGITIVES FROM SLAVERY. 

It is not my purpose to enter into the 
details of all the military movements 
which occurred in and about our town 
during the war. Large armies of both 
Union and Confederates, several times 
congregated about the place, and Regi
ments, Companies and detachments were 
almost constantly passing to and from the 
seat of hostilities. Recruiting was going 
on all the time, and there was scarcely a 
period in those four eventful years, when 
military encampments were not located 
about the place. Chambersburg and 
Franklin County furnished their full share 
of recruits, and to give the names of all 
these, and the times of the leaving and 
their destination, would swell these articles 
beyond the limits I hllye prescribed. 1 

shall therefore confine myself to some of 
the leading occurrences, and detail events 
Ol)t generally known. 

On Monday, July 22d, our town was in 
a state of intense excitement, occasioned 
by the news of a great victory gained over 
the rebels by the army of Gen. McDowell 
at Manassas on the day previous. But in 
the evening our rejoicing was turned into 
disappointment and alarm, by the later 
received news that, owing to General 
Johnston's arrival upon the field from 
Winchester with a large part of his army, 
and after the victory had already been 
won, defeat had ensued. Execrations 
upon Gen. Patterson for failing to prevent 
thL'! junction were many and bitter. It 
was too looked upon as an addition of 
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another to the multitudes of other cases of 
disastrous results to the attacking party 
upon the Sabbath. Then the National 
Capitol was in danger, and the indefinite 
prolongation of the war, with the threat
ening condition along our borders, excited 
universal alarm. 

On Sunday afternoon following this 
defeat, July 28th, the town was again
excited by the arrival of the Franklin 
County companies belonging to the 22nd 
R€giment. The period of their enlistment 
had expired, and they were discharged. 
The companies were marched from tbe 
depot, followed by a vast concourse of 
people, to tbe Public Square, wbere tbey
were dismissed. • 

During the summer of 1862, indeed 
throughout nearly the whole period of 
the war, a great many sick and wounded 
soldiers almost daily passed through tbe 
town. Owing to the crowded state of the 
hotels, and sometimes to the diseases under 
which some of them were suffering, it was 
determined by our citizens to procure a 
suitable lodging place for tbem, wbere 
tbey could remain over night, or longer if 
necefisary. Accordingly a public meeting 
was held in the Court House for tbe pur
pose stated, and a committee appointed to 
bave cbarge of this matter. Tbe commit
tee consisted of Captain J. M. Brown, J. 
S. Brown, B. F. Nead, John Mull and 
Jacob Hoke. Tbe lower part of the 
Masonic Hall was procured and titted up 
with beds, and otber things necedsary for 
the comfort of the soldiers. Arrangemen ts 
were also made with one of tbe botel 
keepers to furnish their meals. '£be 
expenses of this worthy enterprise were 
willingly borne by our citizens. The 
propriety of this arrangement was after
wards seen in the number of soldiers wbo 
there found a comfortable resting place 
and entertainment free of charge. 

About this time ~be ladies of the town 
organized themselves into an association 
called the Ladies' Aid Society for tbe pur
pose of collecting money to purchase 
material for clothing, and other comforts 
for the sick and wounded soldiers. Lint 
and bandages for dressing wounds were 
also prepared. Mrs. B. S. Schneck was 
Presiden t of this Society, and its head 
quarters were in the Associate Reformed 
Church, on Second Street, where the resi
dence of Mr. John Lortz now stands, and 
which was burneo by the rebels, July 
30th,1864. On Sunday, August 31st, after 
the disastrous battles ofCentreville, Manas
sasand Cbantilly, a despatch was received 
from Governor Curtin, requesting all our 
physiCians to proceed to Washington to 
assist in caring for the large number of 
wounded from those battles. Our people 
at once flocked to the church, and assisted 

the ladies in packing the articles which 
they had prepared. Tbese were taken in 
cbarge by the physiCians, who left that 
night in a special train. The physiCians 
who responded to this call were, Drs. A. 
H. Sensen y, J. C. Richards, Jas. Hamil
ton, Wm. H. Boyle, J. Montgomerv, and 
H. Langhein. They were however sent 
back by tbe authorities at Washington. 

On tbe 17th of July tbe President was 
autborized to accept tbe services of one 
hundred tbousand volunteers for nine 
montbs. 'l'hree weeks after tbis call, the 
126tb Regiment was organized and ready 
for service. Franklin County furnished 
eigb t com panies for this Regi ment, except 
part of one company, wbich was furnisbed 
by Fulton County. 'l'hree of tbese com
panies were composed mostly of young 
men from Chambersburg. Greencastle, 
Mercersburg, Waynesboro', St. Thomas, 
and Path Valley, contributed tbe other 
five companies. Juniata County furnished 
the remaining two companies to complete 
tbe Regiment. Captain James G. Elder 
was elected Colonel; D. Watson Rowe, 
now Judge of tbis district, Lieut. Colonel' 
Jamps C. Austin, Major; Jobn Stewart; 
now a Senator of tbe tltate, Adjutant; T. 
J. Nill, Quarter Master; Wasbington G. 
Nugent, Surgeon; Franklin Grube, Ass't. 
Surgeon, Rev. Samuel J. Niccolls, Pastor 
of tbe Falling Spring Presbyterian Church 
of tbis place, Cbaplain. Major Austin 
was afterwards succeeded by Capt. Robert 
S. Brownson, and Rev. Mr. Niccolls bv 
Rev. John Ault. Captain Jobn Drebler, 
of Company A, Captain Jobn H. Reed, of 
Company D, and Capt. George L. Miles, 
of Company G, were from Chambersburg; 
Capt. William H. Davidson, of Company 
B, and Capt. Andrew R. Davidson, of 
Company K, were from Greencastle; Cap
tain and afterwards Major Robert S. 
Brownson, was from Mercersburg; Capt. 
W. W. Walker, of Company E, from 
Waynesboro', and Capt. Jobn H. Walker, 
of Company H, from ·Path Valley; Capt. 
Jobn F. Wharton, of Company F, and 
Capt. Amos H. Martin, of Company I, 
wpre from Juniata County. It would be 
a matter of interest to record bere tbe 
names oftbe remaining officers and privates 
of tbis Regiment, but our space forbids.
Tbey were the flower and pride of tbe 
county, and among tbe survivors in our 
own town are many of our leading business 
and professional men. Never before, nor 
afterwards, in the history of the war, did 
one single town of tbe size of Cbambers
burg, selld forth to tbe field of strife so 
many of her best and most hon{)red young 
men. The only motive which could have 
prompted them to break away from tbe 
fond hearts and homes in which they 
were the life and light, was pure patriotism. 
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Their iIl1periiled country needed their ser
vices, and they readily responded to her 
call. 

When the three companies from this 
place, which formed part of the 126th 
Regiment, embarked upon the cars for 
Harrisburg, the touching scenes of April 
19th, 1861, when the Chambers Artillery 
left, were re.enacted. Great crowds gathered 
at the depot. Tears were shed, farewells 
werespoken ,and hearts were made desolate. 
To some of these noble ones it was the last 
greeting from home and friends. S'Jme 
sleep in honored graves in distant places, 
and others were brought here to be followed 
in solemn and mournful procession to our 
beautiful cemetery. where upon each 
return of the day set apart specially to do 
honor to their memories, their graves, with 
those of others who laid down their lives 
upon their country's altar, are strewn with 
flowers. Honored men I Let their names 
and deeds be ever kept in grateful remem
brance. 

The men which Chambersburg contrib
uted to the 126th Regiment, left this place 
for Harrisburg enrolJed as members of the 
"Chambers Artillery." This was the 
name of the company which left under 
Capt. Housum at the outbreak of the war. 
Like that company it was also divided, 
and in this case three companies were 
made out of it. It proved to be the first 
company which arrived at Harrisuurg 
under the call for additional troops. 

Arriving at Harrisburg the men were 
quartered at Camp Curtin, where the 
organization of the Regim(:'nt wai:l made, 
immediatelv after which it was sent to the 
front. At 'Fredericksburg and Chancel
lorsville the Regiment demeaned itself so 
well that the expectations of its friends 
were more than realiz~d. 

About the time the call of the Govern
ment was made, in response to which the 
126th Regiment was formed, an order was 
issued for the first draft of the war. D. 
K. Wunderlich,Esq:, was appointed Mar
shalof Franklin county, and William G. 
Reed, Esq., Depnty Marshal. Mr. Reed 
appointed his deputies in ali the districts 
of the county, and they proceeded to en
rol the names of all male persons between 
the ages of 18 and 45. NotICes were then 
served on each person thus enrolled, 
requiring them to appear before a Com
missioner to hear and decide upon all 
claims for exemption. Dr. A. H. Sen
seny was the Commissioner for Chambers
burg and vicinity. He held his examina
tions in one of th(:' jury rooms of the Court 
House. Never before in the history of 
the county were there so many invalids 
gathered in and about the Court House. 
The Doctor, however, possessed the happy 
faculty of detecting the cases WhICh were 

simulated. In the several drafts whicl1 
were afterwards made, the drafted persons 
alone were required to appear for exami
nation. 

The foregoing brings us to the first week 
in August, 1862. I shall now go back and 
narrate some exciting events which 
occurred along the border and in and 
about our town, May 26th, and the week 
or two succeeding. These events could 
not be narrated in their proper sequence 
without interfering with the statement of 
events of a like order which occurred 
during this period. 

Early on Monday morning, May 26th, 
our town was thrown into a state of great 
excitement by the announcement that 
Gen. Banks, who had succeeded to the 
command of the Union forces in the 
Valley of the Virginia, had been surprised 
and driven back from Strasburg to Win
chester, and from thence to Martinsburg, 
and to the north .ide of the Potomac, by
a large rebel force under Generals Ewell 
and Johnson. Extras were issued from 
the printing OffiCES detailing the situation, 
and circulating the orders issued by the 
Governor calling out the militia and vol. 
unteers for the protection of our border 
from a threatened raid. Drums were 
beaten, the people collected in large num. 
bersabout the Diamond, and many enroll. 
ed themselves to meet the emergency. 
During the afternoon a body of men, 
ahout sixty in number, arrived from St. 
'.rhomas under the command of Captain 
Elder. 'l'owards evening and during the 
next day a considerable number of strag
glers from Gen. Banks' command, and 
large numbers of colored persons, came 
streaming through our streets. The col
ored persons were fugitives from slavery, 
and they fled northward with the Union 
forces. They consisted of men, women 
and children. :Many of them carried large 
bundles upon their heads, and articles of 
furniture and clothing in their hands. 
The most of them went on down the 
valley towards Harrisburg, while a con
siderable number tarried about Chambers
burg. About four hundred in all composed 
that band of homeless fugitives. After 
Gen. Banks again went up the Valley, the 
most of these contrabands returned to 
Virginia. My attention was called one 
day to the fact that about thirty 01' forty 
of these poor people were collected in and 
about a shed attached to the warehouse 
belonging to Messrs. Ollks and Caufman, 
but now to Messrs. Linn and Coyle. 
went down to see them, and found some 
old and gray-headed veterans, men and 
women, who had given the whole of their 
lives to unreouited toil. There were some 
able bodied men and also children. Some 
half dozen were sick with the measles, 

I 
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and they wete lying on straw under the 
shed. They were strangers in a strange 
land, and were without food or friends. 
After Conversing awhile and learning 
their condition, I proposed that if they 
would all consent to obey the orders of 
"Uncle Ned," an old patriarch among 
them, I would furnish them with some
thing to eat, which would be placed in his 
care, and he was to deal it out to them as 
it was needed. To this they readily Con
sented, and Uncle Ned sent two stout 
young men with me. I procured a 
basket and purchased twenty or thirty 
loaves of bread which they carried down. 
When they returned with the basket I 
filled a large crock witb molasses and they 
carried it down also. For about ten days 
or two weeks tbey were furnished with a 
like number of loaves of bread each day, 
and occasionally a crock of molasses and a 
a large flitcb, or side of bacon, boiled. I 
was assisted to pay for these things by 
contributions which I bad only to ask 
for to receive. I had, however, to exercise 
discretion in knowing who to ask and who 
to avoid. I was told by persons residing 
in the lower end of the town that prior to 
the provision made for them, tbese people 
would frequently ask for work, but would 
never beg. And while tbey were taken 
care of, the able bodied men would often 
go out into tbe country seeking employ
ment. In a few weeks they went away
some to places which they bad secured 
and where work could be bad, and some 
back into Virginia.

A very deeply interesting even t occurred 
at tbe time of the foregoing. Bome few 
years before the war a colored family, by
the name of Robinson; came to this place 
and purcbased a property on West King 
street. 'fhe house stanus on the hill next 
to where the Baltimore and Cumberland 
Valley Railroad passes King street. 
Robinson waR an industrious shoemaker 
and carried on his trade after his settle
ment here. His wife aided to support the 
family by taking in. washing. The wife 
of Robinson, when he married her, was a 
slave,and they resided in Fauquier county, 
Virginia. After being married about teu 
years, Robinson, by his industry and 
economy, was enabled to purcbase the 
freedom of his wife. Prior to her pur
chase two children were born to them, 
who, accoruing to the laws of Virginia, 
were ~laves. One day when Mrs. Robin
son was out in the fields of her master 
gathering berries, her daugbter Mary, 
then eight years old, WitS sold. For over 
thirty years these parents never heard a 
word concerning this little one. Mrs. 

Robinson wasa devoutChristian, andoften 
prayed that if her child were living she 
might yet be restored to ber. Among tbe 
fugitives who came to our town at the 
time of Gen. Banks' retreat, was a colored 
man from the neigbborhood of Winches
ter. Falling into the company of Robin
son, and hearing his story about his 
daughter, tbis man imparted to him the 
thrilling information that he knew Mary, 
that she ha1 lived near Winchester, had 
been married, that her husband was dead, 
leaving her with three children, and that 
she had accompanied him in his flight as 
far as the Virginia side of the Potomac, 
nearly opposite Williamsport, where, 
unable to proceed further, she with her 
three children had taken refuge in a 
deserted s<!hool house. Early the next 
morning Robinson started after his long
lost child with a wagon. Arriving at the 
school house he found it filled with fugi
tive slaves, who, like his daughter, could 
proceed no further. After a little while 
he succeeded in finding among the number 
his own lost one. Some of· the neighbors 
who resided near the residence of the 
Robinsons here, and respected them for 
their industry, having heard of the proba
bility of the father's return with the 
daughter, had gathered in the evening in 
and about the house to witness the scene. 
At length after dark the sound of ap
proaching wheels was heard. The wagon 
stopped in front of their residence, and 
Mrs. Robinson, followed by a grown up 
daughter and other children born after 
little Mary's departure, rushed to the 
wagon and received and embraced the 
long-lost one. The scene was intensely
affecting, and all present wept with the 
family. The next morning I visited the 
residence of Robinson and saw Mary and 
her children. A few days ago I visiteu 
the place again to verify the foregoing. I 
found Mrs. Robinson in the same bouse, 
surrounded by her children and grand 
children. Her husband died about ten 
years ago. Mary, the long-lost one, is 
alive, and is now living with Mrs. Wil
liam McLellan, on East Market street. 
Thank God, the accursed system of iniqui
ty which produces such results as those 
narrated has perished forever from our 
country. It took a million brave hearts, 
hundreds of thousands of noble lives, a 
martyred President, and three thousand 
millions of dollars to overthrow it, but it 
has perished, and there is none so mean 
now to shed a tear over its loathsome car
cass. May its like, wherever found upon 
the face of the earth, share a similar fate. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CHAMBERSBURG UNDER MARTIAL LAW; VISIT TO TIlE BATTLEFIELD OF 

SOUTH MOUNTAIN; BA'l'TLE OF ANTIETAJlI. 

Immediately after the disastrous battles 
of August 27th, 28th and 29th, usually 
known as the second battle of Bull Run, 
and the retreat of the Union Army to the 
defenses about Washington, the Confeder
ate Army under Gen. Lee crossed the 
Potomac at Edward's Ferry, and moved 
westwardly through Frt\derick towards 
the borders of our State. The. advance of 
this army reached Hagerstown, and their 
picket line extended to State Line, some 
sixteen miles from ·this place. As tbe 
information of the appro.lch of these 
forces was received, intense excitement 
prevaiJed throughout tbe entire country. 
Business was practically suspended in our 
town, and tbe work of secreting or sending 
away merchandize and other valuables 
was at once commenced. On Monday,
Sept. 8th, we packed and sent away to 
Philadelphia, for storage, the most valua
ble part of our stock of mercbandize, and 
on Wednesday sent off another lot. It 
will give some idea of the difficulties 
under which bUl!iness was transacted here 
and along the border during the war, 
when I state that on a large part of our 
stock we paid transportation to and from 
Philadelphia from three to five times. In 
addition to tbis were the expenses of 
secreting in the country, and ill bouses on 
the outskirts of the town. During Lee's 
invasion we had nearly all our stock 
secreted in a tire proof beer vault under 
Dr. Langhein's back buildi"ng, adjoining 
our store; and ill this same vault we had 
a considerable amount stored when the 
town was burnt in July, 1864. 

On Wednesday, Sept. 10th, our town 
was placed under Martial Law. Hon. F. 
M. Kimmell, formerly President Judge 
of this Judicial District, was made Pro
vost Martial, with beadquarters in his 
law office in the Hall. Martial law pre
vailed in the town for about three weeks. 
Judge Kimmell proved to be an excellent 
man for tbis position. His authority was 
respected not only within the town, but 
for many miles around it. The writer, in 
company with three others, on returuing 
at a late hour of the nigbt from the battle
field of Antietam on li'riday, 19tb, was 
stopped by a sentinel below Marion. 
Upon presenting a pass from Judge 
Kimmell w~ were permitted to pass 
through the lines to town. 

On Friday, Sept. 12th, tbe excitement 
increasing, many of tbe citizens of the 
town left for more safe and quiet quarters. 

It had been arranged tbat if tbe rebels 
would advance, notice was to be given by 
ringing the Court House bell. One even
ing near sundown, despatches were reo 
ceived from Greencastle tbat the enemy 
were advancing. Immediately the signal 
was given, and a scene of excitement 
ensued which no language of mine can 
fully describe. An Artillery Company,
with four pieces, were encamped in the 
field acro~s from tbe Foundry of Messrs. 
'1'. B. Wood & Sons. These came gallop
ing up into the Diamou.d, and added no 
little to the cunsternation. There were 
too few troops bere to justify any formida
ble opposition outside of tbe town, and it 
was decided to make the Diamond the 
line of defense. One piece of artillery was 
placed between Mr. Nixon's drug store 
and the grocery of Messrs. Lortz & 'Volf
inger, pointing south; anotber was placed 
at the corner of Main and King streets, 
pointing west, and coveriug the approach 
by West King street; another was placed 
in front of the residence of Mr. 'f. B. Ken
nedy, pointing east; and the fourth piece 
was planted a short distance below tbe 
Diamond in Market street, pointing west. 
Under tbe authority of Marshal Kimmell, 
a number of citizens were taken to a 
vacant field near the depot to fill bags 
with earth for a breastwork. '1'hese baglil 
were furnished by tbe Battery. In tbis 
work of digging and shoveling, Judge 
Kimmell set a creditable example by tak
i ng oft· his coat and assisting. 'fhese bags 
of earth were bauled up and placed across 
Market street, about in range with the 
rear end of tbe Central church. A gap 
was left for tbe cannon. This was the 
only defensive work, or fortification, ever 
thrown up here during the war. Sharp 
shooters were also placed in several hous
es at eligible places. Had the rebels come 
tbat night, the Diamond would bave been 
tbe scene of a fearful slaughter, for the 
few hundred trooDS tbere were entirely 
inadequate to meet the force that was 
usually sent in advance. Before ten 
o'clock we received word that the enemy 
had again fallen back to State Line, and 
our people retired to rest. In the morn
ing we found the soldiers Jying around the 
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Diamond upon the pavements. Some 
were cooking their breakfasts. During 
tbe forenoon they were withdrawn and 
taken back to their former encampment. 
Under the authority of the Marshal all 
our able-bodied citizens were ordered to 
report for duty, and many shouldered the 
musket and performed picket and guard 
service. 'l'he writer, on going to ~abbath 
School, was picked up on the street with a 
number of others, and compelled to assist 
in unpacking boxes filled with harness 
and putting the same together. It was 
his first attempt in the saddlery business, 
and it commenced and ended on the Sab
bath. The place of business was in the 
alley back of Mr. D. Trostle's stable, and 
although we had neither advertised our 
business, nor hung out a sign, we had an 
abundance of customers iu the persons of a 
lot of boys who gave us the preference 
over tbe Sabbath Schools. 

A call had been issued by the Govern
ment for volunteers to meet the emergen
cy, and companies and regiments came in 
from all directions. Major Gen. J. F. 
Reynolds was bere in command of tbese 
emergency men and had bis beadquarters 
in the house now occupied by :Mr. 'V. H. 
Hitesbew on North Second street.
Among the troops who were sent bere at 
that time were many of the leading 'citi
sens of the cou.ntry-millisters, lawyers 
and other professional and business men. 
And it was not an unusual sight to see a 
man worth his tens of thousand,; of dollars 
standing guard, musket in hand, over a 
huge stack of hay and otber government 
property. 80me of the compauies from 
abroad harl aged persons among them 
armed with their own tried ritles. In 
order to provide for the immediate wants 
of some of tbese newly arrived men, pro
visions were gatbered throughout the 
town and county and stored in one of the 
rooms of our house back of the store. 
\Vhen companies came who had no provi
sion made for them, they were taken iuto 
our yard and house aud fed. Anything 
other than bread, as coffee, butter, apple
butter and molasses, we provided gratui
tously. A word here in relation to my 
duties during this period: I was exempted 
from military service, but was actively 
engaged in the hospitals and camps 
throughout the entire war. I yet preserve 
as a relic my exemption paper, signed by 
Dr. A. H. Senseny and his clerk, Mr. W. 
V. Davis, and Provost Marsbal Klmmell's 
'pass permitting me to go' in and out of all 
these places at my pleasure.

Among the troops gathered here at that 
time, none rendered greater service, nor 
endeared ihemselves more to our people, 
than several companies of the 29th Penn
sylVania Volunteers. These men had 

seen considerable service, and were con
sidered as veterans. The usual accom
paniments of nearly all the first soldiers 
who came to our midst during the earlier 
period of tbe war, as an unnecessary 
amount of clothing, and the luxuries of 
home life, were not found with them. 
'fbey were stripped for fight, and seemed 
alway~ about as ready to 00 service as to 
partake of the hospitaliti6s of our people, 
which were freely offered them. In con
nection with our Home Guards-compa
nies composed of our citizens-these veter
ans did picket duty out on the Greencastle 
and Waynesboro roads. The chief post 
was on South Ma.in street, opposite the 
Taylor Works. From this post the gua.rds 
were relieved. Many adventures occurred 
while our Home Guards were on picket 
duty during the night. which tried their 
courage. In every case they were equal 
to the occasion. 

On Sunday, the 14th, word was received 
that the pickets had been withdrawn from 
the State line. 'fbis iudicated a backward 
movement, and enabled the community to 
breathe easier. Tho reason for this with
drawal was afterwards found to be the 
approach of tbe Army of the Potomac, 
under Gen. McClellan, who had again 
been put in command. On this same day 
-Sabbath, Sept. 14th-Gen. Lee took up 
a strong pOSition upon the top of South 
Mountain, to the right and left of the pilIe, 
to prevent the Union Army from crossing. 
After a desperate battle, in whiCh large 
numbers on both sides were killed and 
wOUllded, the rebels were outflanked and 
driven from the mountain. Gen. Lee 
took up another strong position near 
Sbarpsburg, and calling in his troops, who 
were encamped all along the road to 
Hagerstown, prepared for the great battle 
of the Wednesday following.

On Monday, the 15th, another great 
excitement was caused by the unexpected
arrival of a company of Cavalry having 
in charge some fifty or sixty rebel prison
ers and a long train of wagons. This 
train with its guard was captured that 
morning between ·Williamsport and Ha
gerstown by about 1,500 Union Cavalry,
who had cut their way through General 
Jackson's lines around Harper's Ferry. 
Seeing defeat inevitable, these brave men 
by permission of the officer in command, 
made their escape. Harper's Ferry with 
its defenders and a large amouut of milita
ry stores fell into tbe enemy's possession 
two days afterwards. The train proved 
to be part of General Longstreet's amuni
tion train, and the contents of the wagons 
were stored in the warehouse of Messrs. 
'Wunderlich & Nead where, on Oct. 11tb. 
it was destroyed under Gen. Stuart's raid. 
Among the prisoners was Cleggett Fitz.. 
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hugh, a citizen of our county and a nephew 
of Hon. Gerritt Smith, the able and fear
less opponent of slavery. In connection 
with Daniel Logan, he captured Captain 
Cook in his flight from Harper's Ferry, 
aiter the failure of the John Brown raid, 
and returned him to Virginia, where he 
paid the penalty of his life upon the scaf
fold for his fool hardy attempt to free the 
slaves. Fitzhugh had left Hughes' Fur
nace (Alto Dale) but a few days before for 
Hagerstown where he joined the rebel 
army. The feeling against him when he 
was marched through our streets along 
with the other prisoners, was intense. He 
was followed by an excited crowd, who 
yelled and shouted, "Hang him," "Shoot 
him," "Kill the villain." Under a strong 
escort these men were guarded to the jail 
and turned into the yard. Shortly after 
these men had been lodged in the enclo
sure behind the jail, I was directed by the 
Provost Marshal to select a number of 
men and take a sufficient amount of 
bread from the store in our room and feed 
them. The men were lying upon the 
ground under the shadow of the high 
stone wall, and Fitzhugh among them 
lying upon his face. He would neither 
eat, speak, nor permit anyone to see his 
face. He evidently felt that he was in 
bad company, and that his short military 
career had come to a hasty and ignoble 
conclusion. 

On the day following the capture of 
Gen. Longstreet's ammunition train, 
word was received of the withdrawal of 
the rebels from Hagerstown, and their 
falling back towards Sharpsburg. A 
train for Hagerstown was announced, and 
about one hundred of our citizens, the 
writer among the number, took passage 
upon it. Our destination was the battle 
field of South Mountain. Arriving at 
Hagerstown I obtained passage to Boons
boro' in a spring wagon, my fellow pas
sengers being Col. A. K. McClure, Wm. 
McLellan, Esq., an editor of one of the 
Harrisburg papers, and Mr. Lewis Wamp
ler. Few others from Chambersburg 
were fortunate enough to obtain convey
ances, and the large majority had to walk 
-the distance being about ten miles. 
Here and there below Hagerstown the 
fences were down, and the usual evidences 
of recent encampments were Eeen. When 
approaching Boonsboro' we saw some of 
the results of the C~valry engagement 
there a day or two previously. Limbs 
were shot off of the trees by the roadside, 
and a few dead rebels lay along the fences. 
A party of citizens were engaged in bury
ing them when we passed. 'rhis was our 
first sight of real war. It waf! as but a 
drop befure a shower to what we saW' 
wilen we reachetI the field of strife. At' 

riving at Boonsboro', we found all astir. 
People were coming in from all directions. 
Army wagons seemed to be everywhere. 
The fields south of the town were white 
with them, and an almost continuous 
stream, heavily loaded, came down from 
the mountain and turned south towards 
Sharpsburg, while an equal number, 
unload~ and empty, returned by the 
same route. Straggling and foot-sore 
soldiers were also slowly making their 
way towards the encampments south of 
the town. 

After a short stay in Boonsboro', Mr. 
Wampler and myself started for the battle 
field-about two miles distant. The other 
occupants of the wagon engaged the 
driver to take them to Gen. McClelland's 
headquarters. As soon as we reached the 
top of the mountain the evidences of the 
contest were visible. Knapsacks, haver
sacks, articles of clothing, old hats, caps 
and shoes, paper, envelopes, &c., were 
scattered everywhere. I picked up an 
envelope with a Zouave grasping the flag 
upon it. It also bore the inscription, 
"The 51st New York; always ready when 
wanted." That relic was esteemed of 
great interest by a friend in New York, to 
wbom I afterwards gave it. We turned 
south on the old Sharpsburg road, which 
runs parallel with the mountain, along its 
eastern slope and near the summit. 
Wben we came near where this road cross
es to the western side of the mountain,we 
saw the first dead man. He was a rebel 
-the Union dead having been all buried. 
He had fallen with his head down hill, 
and pools of blood which had run from 
his body, had collected in the hollow 
places, and were swarming wUh flies. 
His face was black, eyes open and glaring, 
tongue protruding, and his whole body 
swollen. The stench was horrible and I 
became sink. I ran from the place, but 
all around me were similar loathsome 
objects. In a short time I became used to 
it, and in company with Mr. William 
Heyser, Sr., whom I met at this juncture, 
we took in the awful situation. In an 
undergrowth of laurel bushes we saw 
dozens upon dozens of men, who had appa
rently taken refuge there after being 
wounded, and had there died. Some were 
youthful, and doubtless the light and joy 
of many a mother's heart and Southern 
home. We passed thence to a yard in 
front of a cabin by the road side. In the 
cabin and all around it were collected the 
wounded who could not be taken to dis
tant hospitals. A youthful soldier lay by 
the doorstep upon the gras~. He was ap
parently near bisend. In hIS delusion he 
gasped "Ida, Ida." Mr. Heyser and I 
thought he was calling some loved one. 
Ileaving Mr. Heyser and his son William 
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-our fellow townman-standing by this 
youthful soldier, I went into the garden 
attached to the cabin. The vegetables
had been pulled up, and upon blankets 
laid upon the ground were about fifty 
badly wounded rebels. The only protec
tion they had from the sun and threatened 
rain, were branches of trees stuck iu the 
ground. Upon the outer edge of this row 
of suffering men Jay a tall, fine looking 
man. His black slouched hat was partly 
tlrawn down over his face. Kneeling by 
his side I endeavored to engage him in 
conversation. At first he seemed some
what disinclined to converse with me, 
but I soon overcame his reluctance by 
expressions of sympathy, and at length to 
my inquiry al? to whether I could do 
anything for him, he repliefi, "Yes, I want 
you to send for my wife. 1 promised her 
that if I would get wounded or sick that I 
would send fol' her." "Where does she 
live i''' I asked. "In Routh Carolina." 
I then told him how far he was from his 
home, and that there were no mail com
munications with that section, and that it 
was impossible that his wife could come 
on to see him. I then said to him that if 
he had any message which he wished to 
send his wife, that I would take it down 
in writing, and that as soon as I could 
reach her by a letter I would write to her. 
'1'0 this he assented, and taking out my 
pocket memorandum and pencil, I said, 
"Now tell me your name." "William J. 
Cotton." His company and regiment 
were also noted down. "What is your 
wife's name i''' "Mary J. Cotton." 
"Where does she live i''' The precise
address I cannot give. It was at some 
Cro~s Roads-either Fairfax Cross Roads, 
or in Fairfax county, South Carolina. 
"When and where were you wounded 1''' 
"Shot through the thigh on Sunday aftt'r
noon." "Do you expect to recoveri''' 
"Well, I have a good constitution, lind if 
I could be taken somewhere where I could 
be sht>ltered from the sun and rain, I think 
I might get wt>ll. But the doctoro are 
kin!' : they are doing all for me they can, 
but if it rains to.night, as I think it will, 
I suppose I will have todie." "Well, my 
friend," I said, "snppose you were to die, 
are you prepared for death i''' After a 
pause and with deep emotion and heaving 
chest, and almost choking voice, he re
plied, "Well, I wantyou to tell Mary that 
I could never forget the promise I made 
her when I left home-O my poor wife, 
perhaps she is dead now, tor she was sick 
and in bed when Ileft,-tell her I have 
kept it every day." "What was that 
promise i''' "She made me promise that 
I would pray every day, and I could 
never forget that promise, and I bave 

.trled to pray, and somehow I feel that If I 

never see my wife again on earth I will 
meet her in heaven." By this time I was 
in deep sympathy with him, and tried to 
commend him to the only Friend who 
could help him in tbe terrible condition 
he was in. He then further said, "Tell 
Mary that she must do the best she can." 

While engaged with this man, other 
wounded men were calling me, thus, "say 
Mister, will you write me a letter to my 
mother?" "'ViII you write to my father ';I" 
Raid one, "0, Mister, tLe doctor wants to 
cut my leg <'ff; shall I let him do it?" Ht> 
was sbot through the knee. Another 
said, "Mister, you have a pair of scissors 
in your pocket; will you please throw 
them to lUe." When I threw him my 
scissors he struggled to sit up, leaning upon 
one elbow long enough to cut away hif! 
pantaloons, which were somewbat twisted 
around under hi~ limb and ' pressed too 
tightly upon bis wound. About that time 
Mr. Jacob S. Brand, another of our towns
men, came upon tbe scene, when I said, 
"Now, Jacob, if you bave seen enough of 
the horrors of tbis scene, come and help 
me take down the messages for these men. 
Mr. Brand remained a short time and then 
Jeft, leaving me alone with the men, but 
I continued until' it became too dark to 
write. I had the messages of but four of 
them, and the case of the first which I 
have related is the only one I can recollect. 
When Gen. Lee's army was in our town, 
on its way to Gettysburg, I wrote letters to 
the addresses given me, and after showing 
the letter!! to one or two of our citizens, to 
see that I was not communicating improp
er information to the enemy, I gave the 
letters, unsealed, to an officer on Gen. Ew
ell's Staff, who said he would put them in 
their mail and send tbem to their destina
tion. My memorandum, containing tbese 
records, was destroyt>d in the burning of 
our town in 1864, and I have never beard 
whether my It>tters were received. If this 
record should ever come under the notice 

. of any of the persons referred to, it would 
afford me iLlt>xpressible pleasure to hear of 
the fact. 

After leaving these wounded ones, but 
eomparatively few of whose mes~ages were 
taken, I crossed over tOll. t:.arrow:lane which 
intersected the Sharpsburg road. A worm 
fence, built upon a continuous heap of 
stone, ran along this lane, and for some 
distance along the Sharpsburg road north
wardlv. This stone wall. or heap, had ev
idently been used as a breast work, for it 
commanded the ravine up which the Union 
forces were expected to come. I was in
formed that the rebels were tbere out· 
flanked and shot down in great numbers. 
'I'his was evident from the great numbers 
of dead laying all along the lane, as far as 
I could see. Standing in one po!!ition, I 
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touched with my cane nine dead bodies. 
While lookiug upon this terrible scene, an 
officer, who had been detailed to superiu
tend the burial of tbe dead, came up the 
lane from the woods eastwardly, and said 
to me, "This is nothing; if :you want to 
see dead rebels, just go over tbere to tbe 
brow of the hill; tbere they are lying in 
heaps." An old dry well, I was told by 
some of our party who bad seen it, was 
filled almost to the top with dead and then 
covered over with earth. A dead rebel lay 
in a brick smoke house near by with a bul
let hole in his forehead. He had evident
ly been a sbarp sbooter. and had useu a 
hole wbere a brick had been left out for 
air and light, as a loop hole. The dis
placement of the dust in the hole showed 
this. Some sharp shooter on the other sille 
had detected him, and watching bis chance 

had planted a ball in his brain as he was 

looking onto This, be it remembered, was 

but a very small part of the field of the 

prevIous Sunday's battle, which extended 

North and South of the turnpike for a mile 

or more. Similar scenes of horror. no 

donbt, could have been seen along that line, 

as well as on the eastern slope of the moun

tain, up whicb the Union forces pressed 

their way and strewed the ground with 

tlll,ir dead and wounded. 


Looking about me as I stood amidst tbis 
s(!ene of horrors, I sa w that all my compa
ny had gone but Mr. Wampler. It was 
getting dark. 'fhe katydids were already 
lending tbeir solemn dirge to the mourn
ful ~cene, and an occasional shot from the 
batteries of tbe two great armie~, which 
were man<:ellvring for positions for the 
great battle of the ensuing day, came boom
ing up from the plain below, warning us 
that it was time for UJ 10 basten away and 
seek shelter for the nigbt. Coming down 
the mountain we met a minister, a frienu of 
mine, who had fled before the approacb of 
the rebels, and had been with Ole the day 
before, amI was now returning to his· 
charge. I in'luired of him where we could 
find lodging in Boonsboro in case the hotels 
were filled. He told Ole to go to Mr. Lewis 
Watson and tel! him who I was and he 
would keep us. Finding no place in the 
hotel, we went to l\Ir. Watson, and he 
kindly lodged Mr. Heyser and his son, Mr. 
Wampler and myself. In the morning. 
with the first appearance of daylight, the 
great battle of Antietam began. We were 
within abou t two miles of the scene of con
flict in the rear of tbe Union line. The 
sound of the artillery was fearful. It re
sembled a suscession of terrific discharges 
of thunder-scarcely a perceptible interval 
between them, and sOllJetimes a half dozen 
or more at once. Mr. Watson told us that 
we should remain for breakfast, and when 
it wa!! ready he called us into his parlor 

and handed me the Bible to lead in tbeir 
family devotions. I motioned to him to 
give it to Mr. Heyser. Taking tbe Bible, 
Mr. Heyser read the 46th Psalm. Let the 
reader turn to that Psalm and read it and 
see how appropriate it was to tbe occasion. 
Amidst the terrific roar of two hundred 
pieces of artillery, which almost drowned 
bis voice, he slowly, reverently, and with 
subdued tone, read the awfully signific~nt 
words, "'1he heathen l'aged j the king
doms wel'e moved j he uttered his vo'lce j 
the ea1·th melted. The Lord oj hosts is 
with us j the God oj Jacob is our l·ejuge. 
Come, behold the works oj tlte Lord, what 

desolations he hath made in the earth. He 

maketh Wa1'S to cease unto the end oj the 

earth j he bl'eaketh the bow, and cutteh 

the speal' in sunder j he bUl'neth the char

iot in the fire. Be stilt and know that I 

am God." His prayer, which followed, 

was about ail appropriate as tbe scripture 

be read. 


During part of the forenoon, while tlJe 
great battle was in progress, I sat upon an 
eminence with a reporter of a New York 
paper. Tbe field of battle was about two 
miles below us. It was about four miles 
long. 'I'be circular flight of the shells, as 
they flew hither and thither. and thedas11
ing to and fro of the cavalry, were dis
tinctly seen. With the aid of a glass some 
of the movements of the infantry were 
also visible. The whole vallev below us 
was like a seething caldron of tire, and 
smoke rose np and hung like a dark pall, 
as if heaven were shutting out tbe terrible 
scene. It seemed hard to realize that upon 
tbat bloody field nearly 200,000 men 
-the flower and chivalry of tbe North and 
Soutb-were engaged witb tbe most ap
proved weapons of destruction which mod
ern science bad invented to destroy each 
other. and tbat each hour of that day six 
hundred human beiugs were sent into an 
awful eternity,and twice that number were 
crippled and maimed for life. And what 
was all this for ( Simply that a small part 
of our Nation might live upon t11e uure
quitted labor oftbeir fellow men, and Bpon 
the part of tbe heroes of the Union, that 
"the government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people, should not per
ish from the earth." The destiny of our 
government hung upon the issue of the 
struggle, aud beaven gave the victory to 
the right. 

During the progress of the battle many 
wounded soldiers came from the bloody 
field. Some were bleeding from ghastly 
wounds and begrimed with powder. They 
all told of the fearful whipping which the 
rebels were getting, and some told of the 
charging and counter-charging back and 
fortb through the historic corn field, anci 
about the Dunkard cburch. OCCllsionally 
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:t wounded officer would be brought from 
the field in an ambulance, and would be r 
taken eastward over the mountain, tow
ard Frederick. In a tiel.:! south of the 

e 

:) 

town, and guarded by Union soldiers, 
were two or three hundred rebel prisoners. 

In conversation with a particular friend, 
Rev. W. R. Coursey, then a resident of 

1 

1 

Boonsboro, while the battle was in pro
gress, I asked him how he felt as to thei1 

t probable issue of the conflict r 'Ve both 
kuew that if the Union army was defeated, ' Baltimore and ·Washington would most 

? likely be taken, and the whole Sauthern 
border of our State, as well as Maryland, 

8 

be overrun and robbed by the victorious:t 
foe. t::lmilingly, he said, "1 have no fear 
of the result. I saw both armies as they 
marched through here on Sunday and 
Monday, and the Boys in Blue are able to 
pick the rebels up one by one and smack 
them." He also related the following in- · 
cident as word came from the field of the 
death of Gen. Mansfield; "As Gen. Mans
field rocie by mv house on Monday, at the 
head of his column, he said to Mrs. Cour
sey, as she stood at the door, 'Madam, 
would you have the kindness to makeme a 
few biscuits for my supper r'" "Certain
ly, General, I will do so with pleasure." 
An Orderly was directed to remain for the 
biscuits which, ill a short time, were 
ready for him. Two days afterward that 
veteran soldier sealed his devotion to his 
country by pouring out his life blood upon 
the field of battle. 

About four o'clock a number of paroled 
officer" from Harper's Ferry came to 
Boonsboro, and with them I rode in a 
wagon, which we hired, to Hagerstown. 
There all was excitement. The artillery 
fire seemed almost as distinct as at Boons
boro, and it ceased only at dark. About 
nine or ten o'clock, the same night, I crept 
into one of the cars of a long train which 
had brought a regiment of volunteers from 
Philadelphia, and had a free ride to Cham
bersburg. Twodaysafterlincompanywith 
several others visited the field of Antie
tam, and saw there similar scenes to those 
witnessed at South Mountain. Attheout
skirts of Keedysville we were stopped by 
the guard, and the officer in command 
said to another, who reported that he with 
about ten thousand· volunteers ware en
camped about Hagerstown, '''Why don)t 
you come on here, and we will end this 
cursed war at once il" At that time, un
known to those in command of the Union 
forces, the rebels were crossing the Poto
mac. If a Grant, a Sherman, or Sheri
dan had been in command, the after bloody 
battles with the army of Northern Virgin
ia would have never occurred. The Poto
mac would have been its grave and wind
ing sheet. 

e 

Immelliately after the battle of Antietam 
many of the wounded who could bear 
transportion, were taken to the Hospitals 
at ·Washington, Baltimore, Frederick, Ha
gerstown and this place. About four hun
dred were brought here, and quartered in 
Franklin Hall, the large school house ad
joining the jail, and the Academy. A 
number of persons connected with the 
Christian Commission came to this place to 
look after the wounded. The ladies 01' the 
town, through their Aid Society, rendered 
invaluable services in distributing towels, 
handkerchiefs and delicacies. In this be
nevolent work they were aided by ladies 
from the country, and adjoining towns. 
Fayetteville had a Ladies' Aid SOCiety 
which greatly assisted in caring for these 
wounded men, sending many delicacies. 
The Steward of the School House Hospital, 
on King street, Mr. George Bayne, made 
weekly acknowledgments, through the 
town papers, ofarticles of food, &c. Among 
the names of the donors thus al1know)
edged are Mrs. Schofield, Mrs. Ebert, Mrs. 
Thompson, Mrs. Newman, Mrs. Nead, 
Mrs. Brewer, Mrs. Jordan, l\Irs. Reeves, 
Mra. Dr. Fisher, Mrs. Chambers, Mrs. Ra
debaugh, Mrs. Hutton, Mrs. Britton, Mrs. 
Hoke, Mrs. 'frostle, Mrs. Sprecbel', Mrs. 
I,inn, l\Irs. Long, Mrs. E. D. Reed, Mrs. 
Charles Eyster, Mrs. Wood, 1\1rs. Ritner, 
Lizzie Lester, Mrs. Banker, Mrs. Fry, 
l\Irs. Lindsay, Mrs. W. Chambers, Mrs. 
Benj. Chambers, Miss Sarah Reynolds, 
l\fi~s Sally Ann Chambers, Miss Susan B . 
Chambers, Mrs. Funk, Mrs. Embick,Mrs. 
Miller, Mrs. Grier, Mrs. Auld, Miss Lizzie 
Flack, Mrs. Hull, Mrs. Grove, Mra. Mont
gomery, Mrs. Stumbaugh, Mrs. Wunder
lich, Mrs. Beatty, Mrs. Eckart, Mrs. Stine, 
Mrs. Gellespie, Mrs. Nill, Mrs. :McGrath, 
Mra. Dechart, Mrs. Huber, Mrs. Spangler, 
Mrs. Sewell, Mrs. Fahnestock and Mrs. 
Perry. The foregoing names I have copied 
from the Steward's a l1knowledgments in 
the Valley Spirit. If any have been omit
ted, the fault is not mine. This, it will be 
recollected, is a list of donors to tllat one 
hospital alone. 'fhe other two fared equal
ly as well. Affecting scenes were frequent
ly· seen when persons would visit these 
hospi tals in search of friends and relati ves. 
Fathers from a distance would find a son 
with arm or'limb aiuiJuta"ted, or otherwise· 
wounded: Devoted \vives would find their 
husbands maimed and suffering. A wo
man from Philadelphia came here to see 
after her husband. He was shot through 
the lung, and she found him in Franklin 
Hall Hospital. Situated next to the Hall 
we gave her a home. 'Vhen hf'r husband 
was able to be mo\'ed he was carried into 
our house, where his de\'oted wife cared 
for him. In a few weeks he was able to 
travel and his wife took him home. Some 
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time after this my wife amI I, while walk
ing in Philadelphia, were somewhat sur
prised and confused by a woman rushing 
up and embraCing and kissing us. She 
was that soldier's wife. We visited their 
home and saw her husband. He was aule 
to work at his trade-book binding, but 
had a cough. His physician said he thought
his lung was affected, and be was going 
into consumption. We never heard of him 
afterwards. The scenes of suffering which 
occurred in these hospitals, and the tears 
which were shed over wounded, sick, dy
ing and dead soldiers, can never be told. 
'fhey are parts of the price paid for the 
perpetuity of tbe government. It was a 
fearful price, but tbe government is worth 
all it cost. 

A gentlemen came into our store shortly 
after the bringing of these wounded here. 
He was on bis way to the battle field. He 
requested me to go to each of the hospit
als here and take down the names of all 
the Massachusetts soldiers, with the nature 
of their wounds, and send the list to the 
Boston Journal. Soon after its publica
tion papers, letters, &c., came to me for 
sume of these soldiers. About eight years 
after the war I was introduced to the Pres
ident of tbe Young Men's Christian Asso· 
ciation in Dayton, Ohio. He said he had 
been in Chambersburg once, but under 
such circumstances that he knew but little 
of the place. He said he was a member of 
a Massachusetts regiment, and had been 
wounded at the battle of Antietam and 
urought here. I referred to the circum
stance of my visit, when he said he recol
lected it. Our acquaintance formed under 
such peculiar circumstances, was kept up 
for many years. He was afterwards trans

fened to Baltimore to take charge of the 
As~opjation there. About two years ago 
failing health compelled him to resign his 
position, after which he went Ullock to Mas
sachusetts. 

Many occurrences of an interesting and 
touching character might be related, where 
scenes of suffering and death, amid the 
agonies and tears and prayers of newlyar
rived friends, took place in families 
throughout the town where wounded sol
diers were taken and cared for. I have 
been present on such occasions, and have 
knelt around dying beds where departing 
heroes were ebbing away their life, while 
fathers, mothers and brothers wept and 
sobbed, and then, wrapped in the folds of 
the ftag they loved flO well, and for which 
they gave their lives, their lifeless bodies 
were borne back to desolated homes. Space 
however forbids these details. 

)[OT}~.-Slnce the publication of the forego
ing, some persons have saiu that the alarm 
which occasioned; the ringing of the Court 
House bell, amI the planting of the cannon in 
antI about the Diamond, occurrell at a later pe
riOd, probably sometime before tho Jll\-asioLl, 
or at the time of Early'S raill across the Poto
mac. I l1;we l1atl written records by which to 
fix the uates of all the events referred to except 
this one ciroumstance, anu I may havo erred ill 
placing it. If I have not fixell the precise time 
upon which itoocnrred, then it must have been 
prior to Lee's invasion. 

I should have stated in this chapter that du
ring the period of excitement prior to the battle 
of Antietam, certain persous were empowered 
to press horses for the lise of the military, awl 
lllany horses wero taken from the brmers and 
others, some of which were neYer returneu uor 
paid for. 

CHAPTER VII. 

STUART'S RAID. 

In consequence of the defeat of the rebels 
at the battles of South Mountain and 
Ant.ietam, and their retreat to the south 
bank of the Potomac, all fears for the 
safety of the border for that time subsided, 
and our town ~ettled down to its usual 
quiet. By the first of October the military 
called here to defend the State from inva
sion had all return£'d to their homes, and 
tbe only visible evidences of the recent 
exciting scenes through which we had 
passed, was the presence among us of 
about four hundred sick and wounded 
soldiers in the three hospitals named in 

the previous chap~r. These were care
fully attended by the surgeonS! and stew. 
ards left in charge, as well as by our own 
people and those in the country and 
neighboring towns. The Ladies Aid 
Soeiety, comprising many of the persons 
named in the previous chapter, was 
unremitting in its att6ntions to these sick 
and wounded patriots. The ladies com
posing this organization visited the hos
pitals daily, and supplied freely such 
delicacies as were needed, and not fur
nished by the regular service. Once in a 
while one of these soldiers died, and his 
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lJody was either laken away by friends, or 
buried with military honors in our beauti
ful cemetery. Between us and the defeated 
hosts of rebellion stood the grand army of 
the Potomac, constituting, as we supposed, 
an impassible barrier through, or around 
which, no one dreamed of the foe passing.
Those of our citizens who had gone to 
distant places upon the approach of the 
foe, hati returned. Merchandize and othpr 
valuables which had been sent away, or 
secreted, had been brought back. Our 
stores, shops, and other places of business 
had been reopened, and freshly stocked to 
meet the demands of customers. All was 
quiet, not only along the Potomac, but 
along the Conococheague. But another 
danger was about to burst upon us, and 
we knew it not. It came unheralded, and 
as a sudden clap of thunder out of a cloud
less sky. Its very unexpectedness added 
to the alarm which it occasioned. 

On Friday, Oct. lOth, rain fell all day. 
Business as a consequence was dull, and I 
took advantage of the dullneos tore-arrange 
some things which I had just brought
back from the places where they had been 
sent upon the approach of the foe. A 
gentleman from Mercersburg had been in 
the store during the afternoon, and was 
telling of the fright which had been occa
sioned a few days previously by some mis
chievous ones by getting up a story of the 
rebels coming. He laughed heartily over 
the ludicrousness of the affair; but his 
laughter was turned into consternation 
when he fell into ihe hauds of the raiders 
un his way home. 

About half past four o'clock in the 
afternoon, a soldier rode up to the front of 
our store, and hitching his horse came in. 
He was a splendid specimen of a man. 
'l'aU-about six feet. well shaped and mus
cular, he looked the very ideal of a soldier. 
He had on a blue overcoat, but the balance 
of his clothing was decidedly butternut. 
A saber dangled at his side, and pistols 
were in his holsters, and probably about 
his person. He walked up to the counter 
and asked for a pair of socks. While 
selecting a pair, seemingly in no hurry,
he took in the whole store. I said to him, 
"Areyou from the Army of the Potomac ?" 
"No sir," said he, "I'm from Virginia;
just from the sod." When he hal\ded me 
a piece of silver in payment for his pur
chase, my suspicions were confirmed.
After another survey of the contents Of 
the store, he went out, mounted his horse 
and rode awav. That he was a rebel, and 
a scout from the approaching foe, there 
can be no question. After gathering the 
information of the defenceless condition 
?f the town, he doubtless carried the 
Information to his commanding officer.
That others may have visited other parts 

.of the town is altogether probable. 

I think it can be shown, a~ it will 00 ill 
their appropriate places in these reminll'
cences, that before every appearance of the 
rebels in force across our borders, they 
were preceded by scouts. One of these 
visited one of the camps south of the town 
previous to Jenkin's Raid, in June 1863. 
And it will be recollected by some of our 
older citizens, that in the fall of 1864, after 
the destruction of the town by fire, Gell. 
Couch, then in command of the Depart
ment of the Susquehanna, with head
quarters in this place, called a public
meeting of the citizens in the basement of 
the M. E. Church-the Court House and 
other public buildings having been burnt, 
and there informed us that the rebels were 
about to make another raid; that the usual 
indications of such an intention were 
evident, and that we should not only arm 
and organize for their reception, but put 
our' merchandize and valuables in places
of safety. The indications which pointed 
to this intended raid, were the arrest of 
several suspicious persons travelling along
the railroad from Hagerstown to Har
ri8bur~. 

During the afternoon of the day in 
question-the day of Stuart's raid-SOllle 
five or six soldiers rode up to tbe front of 
Mr. Bratton's hotel, four miles west of 
town. After some consultation with Mr. 
Bratton, one of them said, "Are you for 
the Union, or the rebels?" Mr. Bratton 
supposing them to be Union soldiers, said, 
"Well boys, get off and come in, and if 
you will keep old Jackson away, I will 
treat." "Are you afraid of old Jackson?" 
said one. "No, I'm not afraid, but the 
women are." "Well," said another, after 
they had taken a drink, "We are rebels." 
And to convince the old gentleman they
unbuttoned their blue overcClats and dis
played the rebel gray.

At about 6 o'cluck in the evening, :Mr. 
Samuel Etter came in the store and said, 
"Well, the rebels are coming now for cer
tain." Mr. Anthony Hollar, then in our 
employ, said, "No sir, that's all played 
out: you can 't come that over us." "Well. 
if yon don't believe it, go over to Judge
Kimmell's office and see for yourselves. 
There's two men there frow St. Tbomas 
who saw the rebels, and were chased by 
them half ways to town." Fearing that I 
would be laughed at were I to appear to 
credit this story, and yet half believing it, 
I went Ollt the back door and went around 
to the Judge's office, and there saw Mr. 
David A. Fohl and Daniel Stitzel, of St. 
Thomas, who assured us of the fact of the 
rebeis coming. Mr. Fohl, who is employed 
in the office of Mr. McKinley, of the Mont
gomery Hotel in this place, gives me the 
following statement of this occurrence.
Information of th~ Qomin~ of tbe rebel!:! 
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was sen t to l:)[. 'rholllas from neal' Loudou 
by Mr. John Mullen. Immediately upon 
the reception of this news, the churcb 
bells were fung, and the Home Guards
about twentv-fh'e men, turned out. Mr. 
Fohl rode t'O the hill at the lower eDd of 
the town, and from it 8aw the pike from 
the bridge where Mr. Campbell lived, as 
far back as he could see, crowded with 
rebel soldiers. He at once rode back to 
town, made some hurried preparations, 
and, joilJed by l\Ir, Stitzel, rode rupidly 
for Chambersburg, pursued for several 
miles by some of the foe. 

Assured of the faot of the approach of 
the rebels, I bastily returned to our store 
and closed it, aDd went up stairs to one of 
the front windows to see tbe coming 
invaders. 

About this time tbe Court House bell 
was rung as the signal for the gathering 
of our Home Gnards. A supply of muskets 
wa~ procured from one of the warehouses, 
where a number had been stored, and the 
command-about fifty or seventy-five in 
number-ulJ(ler Captain John Jeffries, 
started acroos the Diamond and down 
Market Street. As tile head of the coin m n 
reached tbe bridge, they met a squad of 
probably twenty-five cavalry, the one ill 
advance having a stick with a wbitehand
kercbief attached to it. A bugler riding 
by bis side sent out the first notes frollJ 
rebel lips yet heard in Ollt' town. "Halt," 
cried Captaiu Jeffries, "\Vho are you,and 
by what authority do you come here?" 
"By the autbority ot' the Confederate 
Army and Gen. Hampton. He wants to 
see the lJuthorities ot the town." "There 
are no authorities here !;ir, they are all 
left." About this time Captain John 
Eyster, who bad uEen in actual service, 
said, "Capt. Jeffries, these men bave I. 
flag of truce, and it must be respected.
Take tbem to Judge Kimmell's office." 
Mr. Jeffries informed me tbat he saw a 
dirty white rag on tbe end of a stick, but 
be didn't know what the thunder that 
was for. Abont thi!l time the Horne 
Guards, seeing their inability to defend 
the place, scattered to their homes a.n<l 
secreted their arms. Coming up through 
the Dia.mond, the tlag was hastily lowered 
a.nd' carried away by ~1r, George Sny~eJ'; 
and the rope cut so ~hat the, hated rebel 
rag sbould not wav.e from that pole,: Men. 
usually like to be complimented by some 
title, as Esquire, or Colonel, or Captain, 
but the captain of tbe Home Guard on 
that occasion thought tbat it would not 
be healtby to be called by tbat title in the 
presence of the enemy. and when some 
one addressed bim as "Captain Jeffries," 
that worthy officer exclaimed, "For 
gracious sake, men, don't call me captain 
here." He worthily wears tbat title now, 

aUlI, 1 :;uPlJo~e, ever sba\l while he live", 
As tbe rebel ~quad rode into the Diamond, 

the bugle sounded out its shrill notes, an
nOllncing to Ollr people that the foe was 
truly ill our mid~t. They rode over to 
the front of Judge Kimmell's office, and 
oncortwodismountedllud went in. 'Vheu 
in the Judge'R office thc~e mell assured 
those pre~eJ)t. <':01. A. K. ,i.\IcClure. Mr. '1'. 
B. Kennedy, and a few others, that Gen. 
Vlane Hampton, with l\ force of about 
twenty-eight huudred men, with four 
pieces of artillery, were on the hill west 
of tbe town and demanded its surrender. 
'1'he Judge said, "Well, we dou't like to 
surrender without knowing the truth ot 
what you S:lY." '1'he officer in command 
tben said, ""Vell, gentlemen, a number of 
you accompany us to the west end of tbe 
town, and you will see for yourselves."
'l'hat officer's name, Judge Kimmell 
thinks, was "Snodgrass." Judl!e Kim
mell, Col. McClnre and 1\11'. T. B. Kell
nedy procured horses and accompanied 
the guanl out west :!IIIarket Street to the 
brow of the hill this side of the Western 
Hotel, nnd were there i ntrodnced to Gens. 
'Vade Hampton and J. E. B. Stuart.
This was tbe first intimation they bad 
that General Stuart was along with the 
invader8-hi~ nllme not baving been pre
viol1<ly mentioned. After the formalities 
of tbe introduction. Judge Kimmell 
inql1ireu: "Well General, What is it that 
you want?" "The unconditional surrell
del' of the l;lace." "Bnt wbat abont 
unarmeu cilizens [md women and cbil
dren i''' "You know that we do not wage 
war against such." "How about private 
property?" "That will be respected."
At this juncture Col. McClure said, ""Vell 
General. we are without protection, and of 
course can offer no resistance, and your 
terms must be accepted." Judge Kimmell 
then proposed tbat tbey would return to 
tbe centre of tbe town, and disperse what
ever persons migbt be collected and might 
make trouble. To this the Gen. assented, 
but immediately put the column in motion 
and its head entered the Diamond as soon 
as they did. 'l'he wbole command-said 
to be about 2800, with four pieces of arW
lery, filed through the Diamond, some 
remaining there, and others going ont to 
picket all the roads leading to the town. 

Si mul taneously almostwi th tbe en trance 
of these troops, tbe telegraph wires were 
cut, and the bakeries and warebouses 
where flour was stored visited and cleaned 
out of tbeir contents. The knowledge 
which they possessed of the location of 
these places. and tbe full acquaintance 
they evinced of the by-roads by whicb 
they came and departed, indicated the 
pre::;ence among tbem of one or more per
sons entirely familiar with our town and 
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county. We have heard the name ofla 
person, then a citizen of the county, used 
in that infamous connection, but learing 
to do him injustice in the absence of posi
tive knowledge, his name is withheld.
His previous record would strengthen the 
conviction of his guilt. Officers were also 
detailAd to parole the sick and wounded in 
the bospitals. Some of tbe soldiers imme
diately put on tbeir best clotbing, saying 
tbat if any was ta.ken it should be their 
old. In Franklin Hail were a number of 
colored men, who, a short time previous, 
bad escaped from the rebel army. These 
were terribly alarmed and hid themselves 
up under the roof in the attic. A number 
of officers a~so visited the bank and 
demanded the money in its vault. Mr. 
Messersmith, the cashier, unloc~ed tbe 
door and led them into tbe vault and 
showed them a few pellnies-all it con
tained. The specie bad, upon tbe approach 
of the enemy a month or two previously, 
been stored in Philadelphia; and between 
the time when the news of the approach 
of the foe was received, and their entrance 
into the town, Mr. Messersmith had wisely 
carried away and secreted all the money
in the vault, exceptillg some small change. 
When the officers saw this change, oue of 
them said that such a poor bank had better 
be helped thall any thing taken from it. 
With the exceptions of the bakeries, ware
houses, ann a few shops entered without the 
knowledge of the officers, the terms of 
surrender were respected and private 
property unmolested. 

As one of the amusing eviJences of the 
unexpectedness of this 'raid, the following 
occurrence, communicated by Mr. P. D. 
Frey, one of the participants, is given. 
A political meeting was announced to be 
held at Marion, and the Chambersbnrg 
Band was sent tbere to furnish music for 
the occasion. Butowing to the inclemen
cy of the weather (ihe rain) or some other 
cause unknown to the gentlemen comoos
ing the Band, not a. single speaker put in 
an appearance, and but few spectators 
were present. After treating the slim 
audience to a few pieces of excellent 
music, and no one appearing to address 
the meeting, the party started for home. 
There were present on that occasion, 
Messrs. H. B. Hatnick, D. 1\1. Eil{er, J. 
W. Leedy, P. D. Frey, George Groce, 
Godfrey Snyder, and a musician from 
Cumberland, !\Id. The back in which 
they rode and the two fine animals by 
which it wad drawn, were owned by Mr. 
Samuel F. Greenawalt, who also drove 
for tl:lem. ·When about tbree mi les from 
Chambersburg, they met Mr. l?rederick 
\Valk, wbo told them that the rebels 
were in town, and that according to the 

. terms of surrender private property was to 

be respected, but horses and all public 
property were liable to seizure. A council 
was held, and the musiciani dechled to 
walk to town and MI'. Greenawalt should 
not enter but take his team to a place of 
safety. This Mr. G. refused to do, and 
drove on towards town. When they 
reached tbe school house on the hill on 
the Slaughenbaup farm, about a balf mile 
from the edge of the town, they were com
manded to halt by a rebel vidette. After 
ascertaining who the party were and 
where tIiey were going, they were allowed 
to pass on. After proceeding 1\ short dis
tance they were again halted. At this 
point the road and adjoinillg fields were 
filled with men and horses and several 
pieces of artillery. Gen. Hampton in 
command then was called, and after satis
fying himself that the story told by the 
men was true, he allowed them to proceed 
and ordered the roall to be cleared for 
them-himself riding by the side ot the 
carriag~. Upon reaching the Diamond 
the names of the party were taken ann 
they were paroled to appear at Gen. 
Stuart's headquarters at 6 o'clock in the 
morning. Mr. Greenawalt was about to 
drive his te3m into the alley leading to 
his livery, when an officer ordered him to 
drive over to the old depot where Gen. 
Stuart was at that time. Arriving there 
the rebels were about to appropriate his 
horses, bot Mr. Greenawalt pleaded to be 
permitted to take them to his stable and 
give them one more "good, last supper." 
He was allowed to do so under promise 
that he would turn them over in the 
morDing. No sooner, however, bad be 
dri ven under his carriage shed, than tbe 
barness was stripped off and the animals 
were taken up an alley as far as German 
street, and then turning east he went out 
what is called "long lane." Fortunately
there were no pickets to intercept him iD 
that lane, and he succeederl in saving his 
valuable horses. It is needless to ~ay that 
tbe gentlemen composing the Band failed 
to put in their appearance to Gen. Stuart 
the next morning, for had they done so, 
they might have been held for the deliv
erv of the horses. 

Gen. Stuart and other officers lodged 
that nightattheFl'anklin Hotel. Among 
the guest was an officer-a Colonel or 
Lieut. Col,mel-whose term of service had 
expired, and he had with him bis papers 
certifying to that fact. His papers were 
respected, Gen. Stuart observing tbat he 
was gratified that his papers were all rigbt, 
otherwise their relations would be differ
ent. Encouraged by his treatment, the 
officer told the General that he would like 
to have some conversation with him, and 
in the presence of J. W. Douglass, Esq., 
in a. side room of the hotel; be put in a 
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plea for the return of his horse-a very 
valuable animal-which had been taken. 
'ro this Gen. Stuart replied, "We are not 
horse thieves, nevertheless we do want 
horses, and sball have to retain yours."
'rhe General, Mr. Douglass says, was in 
excellent humor and very lively. 

This body of Cavalry, under that dash
ing leader, who had made a successful raid 
around Gen. McClellan '8 army upon the 
Peninsula near Richmond, was upon a 
similar movement aronnd the same army
and under the same commander. It cross
ed tbe Potomac above Williamsport at 
Cherry Run Ford, and made a rapid 
march through Mercersburg, thence by
Bridgeport to the Pittsburg pike, whicb 
it entered a short distance west of tbe gate
house beyond St. Thomas, and from that 
point to Chambersburg_ Previous to 
reaching this place the rebels, for some 
caus(\ unknown, captured Perry A. Rice, 
Esq., D~lIliel Shaffer, C. Louderbaugh, 
John McDowell, George G. Rupley aud 
George Rtei~er, of Mercersburg; Joseph
\Vingt'rt. Post Master at Clay Lick Hall, 
and William Conner, of St. Thomas. 
Steiger escaped at Bridgeport. McDowell, 
Rupley, Louderbaugh and Wingert were 
either released or made their escape bere, 
and Rice, Shaffer and Conner were taken 
to Richmond and incarcerated in Libby 
prison. Shaffet· and Conner were after
wards exchanged and returned home. 
Riee died in imprisonment. Mr. Rice 
lodged the night the rebels were here in 
the 1<'ranklin Hotel, and was importuned 
hy some of our citizens to make his escape
hut he did not. The last we saw of him 
he was seated upon a caisson in front of 
the Mansion House. He formerly studied 
luw in Chambersburg. and was esteemed 
by all who knew him. In passing through 
Fairfield, Adams county. one or two citi
zens of that place were also captured, but 
in the excitement of crossing the Potomac 
inio Virginia, they escapee!. The reason 
why none of our citizens were taken was 
probably because the terms of the surren
der of the town exempted citizens from 
lUolestation. It was said, however, that 
pressing inquiries were made for the post 
master here, but that official was prudent
lyabsent. 

On the following morning-Saturday
the raiders took their departure eastward 
across the South Mountain. Before leav
ing a guard was detached to burn the 
Depot House, the Machine Shops, and the 
\Varehouse of Messrs Wunderlich & Nend. 
The latter was burnt because it contained 
the ammunition taken from Gen. Long
street. In this warehouse and in some 
cars upon the siding, were a considerable 
amount ofgovernment stores. consisting of 
clothing, hats, boot~, pistols, &c. As much 

of tbese as the guard could carry were 
taken witb tqem. Some soldiers bad on 
as many as three hats. After the guard 
departed some of our citizens endeavored 
to save the burning buildings, and adjoin
ing property, but they were much annoy
ed by the exploding shells. These did not 
go offat once as some feared, but gradual
ly as the fire reached them. Fearing for 
the safety of the sick and wounded in the 
lower end of the town, in case tbe whole 
of the ammunition in the burning wart>
house would explode at once, many of the 
ladies who had been ministering to their 
neces~ities went to their assistance. and at 
the usual hour at noon these good Samari
tans had diuner prepared for these men. 

Upon ihe reception of the information 
at army headquarters of this raid. a strong 
cavalry force was despatched from the 
army of the Potomac neal' Sharpsburg to 
the fonts of the Potomac at Williamsport 
and Cherry Run. And when it was as
certainerl that the raiders had gone east, 
another force was sent in that direction to 
intercept them, I.mt they came up only ill 
time to see the last of the midin~ force 
cr08S the river below Frederick. A regi
ment of Vermont solrliers, with a battery 
of four field pit>ces,also came hereon Sun
day. 'l'hey took their posit.ion in Shetter's 
wood~, along the Baltimore pike, east of 
the town. The artillery was planted Oil 
ihe hill a little beyond their encampment. 
On :Monday about 110011 a report reached 
t01V1I that the rebels had bee-Il intercepted 
east of the mountain and were coming 
back. The bJ.nk, stores and shops were 
closed, and many of our citizens armed 
tbemsel ves and joined the soldiers upon 
the outskirts of tbe town. Horseman 
after horseman came dashing in from 
towards Fayetteville, announcing the ap
proach of the enemy. No one, however, 
saw them, but had their information from 
some olle else. At length the scare subsi
ded, the people returned to town and 
resumed business, and as soon as it was 
ascertaine<.l that the raiders had crossed 
back into Virginia, the soldier., were 
recalled. One of the men of this Vermont 
regiment, a year or two alrO, visited our 
town asa ministerofthegoi>}Jel,and went 
out to Shetter's wood;;-tben Messer
smith's-and viewed the place where he 
was encamped. 

Gen. Stuart took with him, as was sup
posed, about 1,000 horses from Franklin 
county. 

On rruesday afternoon, Oct. 18th, the 
town was a~ain thrown into a state of 
excitement by the report that another 
rebel raid was about bursting upon us. 
The information was that a strong rebel 
force was seen near Loudon, and was 
advanCing towards Chambersburg: This 
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reoort was soon backed up by another 
statement that one of our citizens had been 
up the pike and had been turned back by 
them. The last person named said he did 
not see the rebels, but had been advised by 
some one to turn back as it was 1'eported
that the rebels were up the road. The 
Public Square by this time was pretty 
well tilled with people, discussing the 
probabilities of the truth of the rumor, 
and casting anxious glances in a westward 
direction. A number of farmers living 
west of the town, came in, bringing their 
horses with them and passing on to a 
vlace of safety. The soldiers encamped on 
the Fair Grounds west of tbe town, being 
without arms and ammunition, were 
ordered to strike their tents and leave. 
They passed through town and down 
below Scotland. Courier after courier was 
despatched in the direction of the rumored 
approaching foe, but they returned with 
the story that they did not see the rebels, 
but some one told them that some one else 
bad told him that a man up the road had 
heard that they were coming. At last it 
was ascertained that the whole affair 
originated in several cbildren having said 
tbat they saw some cavalrymen up in 
the neighborhood of Loudon. They were 
Union cavalry engaged in purchasing 
horses for the use of the Government. 

The last raid of the season, and before 
the excitements oftne summer and fall had 
given way to the quiet of winter, was by a 
single person, and that person a woman. 
On Friday, Nov. 21st, a somewhat singu
lar looking woman made bel' appearance 
in town. She came by the Western turn
pike, mounted on a venerable looking 
gray horse. Her dress and general ap
pearance indicated that she was a stranger 
in this section of the country. On alight
ing and securing her horse to an awning 
post on Main street, she proceeded to 
several of our drug stores and made exten

sive purehases of quinille, morphine, 
opium, &c. Su picion being excited that 
she was purchasing these articles for pur
poses unallowable during war, she was 
arrestp.d by order of Capt. Ashmead, A. 
Q. M., then on duty here, and searched. 
when several hundred dollars worth of 
these drugs were found concealed in secret 
recesses of her dress. Thid woman bad 
spent the night previous at the hotel of 
Mr. Josiah Allen, tbree miles west of the 
town, where she stated that she was in 
search of several horses which had been 
taken by the rebels from ber father in 
Virginia, !lnd having heard that a number 
had been turned loose by Stuart's cavalry
in this section, sbe thought that she 
might possibly find her father's among 
them. She had in her possession a pass
from Gen. Banks, rlated about a year pre
vious. r.rhis woman was ascertained to be 
a Mrs. Sloan, and that her residence was 
near Winchester, Virginia. She was sent 
to jail for a while and was subsequently
discbarged. 

Tbe people of Chambersburg have often 
been found fault with for not rising up 
and repelling this raid of Gen. Stuart. 
Those that thus blame us fail to remember 
that a large part of our able bodied men 
were away from home in their country's 
service, and that at most we could not 
have raised more than a few hundred per
sons. These, without organization, arms 
and discipline, would have bet'n of but lit
tle account against twenty.eight hundred 
armed, disciplined and experienced sol
diers, backed by fOl,1r pieces of artillery. 
And had resistance by citizeus been un
dertaken, it would not only have been 
injudicious and fool-hardy, but would 
have subjected them, our whole popula
tion of women and children and their 
homes and property, to destruction and 
plunder. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

JENKINS' RAID. 

'.rhroughout the winter of 1862-3, quiet 
prevailed in Chambersburg and along tbe 
border, interrupted only by the usual 
recruiting and the presence of considerable 
number of soldiers in our midst, the dis
heartening influence of the repulse of our 
army at Fredericksburg, and the occasional 
bringing to this place of some one of its 
fallen sons for interment. One of tbese 

is fallen ones was John S. Oaks, son of our 

former fellow townsman, David Oaks, 
Esq. John S. Oaks was a member of 
Captain Doobler's company from this 
place, and connected ,!ith the 126th 
Regiment of Pennsylvallla Volunteers.
He was wounded at the battle of Freder
icksburg, Virginia, and taken to one of 
the Hospitals in Washington, where on 
Thursday, Dec. 25th, in the presence of 
his sorrowing father and mother, who had 



34 Reminiscences of the TVar. 

hastelled to his l>ed~ide upon the reception 
of the news of his presence there, I:\e diel!. 
His body was subsequently brought'to this 
place, and on the afternoon of the Sabbath 
following, Dec. 28th, followed by a large 
concourse of citizens and soldiers, he was 
interred in Cedar Grove Cemetery. 

Immediately after the battle of Chancel
lorsville. and the falling back of the 
Union Army to the north bank of the 
Rappahannock, the authorities at 'Vash
ington were con vinced from the aggressi ve 
movemen ts of Lhe enemy, and from papers 
captured from General Stuart's command, 
that another invasion north of the Potomac 
was contemplated. Early in the month 
of June this aggressive movement was 
begun, and the rebel hordes again passed 
into the Shenandoah Valley, and marched 
northward. 

On Saturday, June ]3th, the divisions 
of Rhodes and Early of Ewell's Corps, lead
ing the advance of Lee's army on its way 
to the invasion of the State, reached Win
chester, Va., and after a series of battles last
ing two days, defeated Gen. Milroy, who 
with a force of 8,000 or ]0,000 men occupied 
that place. Milroy's army was dri ven in 
confusion from Winchester and about 2,000 
infantry and cavalry succeeded in crossing 
the Potomac and reaching Bloody Run in 
Bedford Co., Pennsylvania. The General 
with several hundred men and a consider
able trai n of wagons reached Harper's 
Ferry. The wagons were sent by way of 
Hagerstown and Chambersburg down to 
Harrisburg to prevent them from falling 
into the hands of the pursuing rebels.
This remnant of Milroy's army were 
reorganized at Bloody Run, and, joined 
by recruits from lue Pennsylvania militia. 
they stood guard over the upper fords of 
the Potomac. 

On Sunday evening, June 14th, infor
mation was received of the disaster to our 
forces in the Valley, and the approach of 
t4eenemy. Immediately, as upon former 
occasions, when news of rebel approaches 
were received, great confusion and excite
ment prevailed. 'file usual work of send
ing away and secreting merchandise and 
other valuables was begun. We opened 
our store and packed and sent away some 
of our goods; and during the next day we 
stored the balance of our stock in a beer 
vault, under the back building of the 
residence of Dr. Langheim, adjoining our 
store. The railroad men here were also 
prompt to prepare for the emergency, and 
by noon of Monday had all tbeir portable 
property ready for shipment at their 
pleasure.

On this day, Monday, 15th, we witnessed 
thegreatestexcitement which had occurred 
up to that time during all the history of 
the war. Large numbers of colored per

sons, as at the tiwe of Gen. Bank',; retreat, 
men, women and children, carne stream
ing through tbe town, bearing with them 
articles of clothing, furniture, &c. Horses, 
wagons, and cattle crowded every avenue 
of escape northward. About ten o'clock 
in the morning, the advance of General 
Milroy's retreating wagon train came dash
ing down Main Street, attended by a few 
cavalry and aft'righted wagon-masters, all 
of whom declared that tbe rebels were in 
close pursuit; that a large part of the train 
had been captured, and that the enemy 
were about to enter Chambersburg. 'l'his 
startling information, coming from men 
who had fought valiantly until the enemy 
had got nearly wit.hin sight of them, 
naturally gave a fresh impetus to our 
citizens, and the rush from town assumed 
immense proportions. As these wagons, 
drawn by tired and jaded borses, came 
dashing down Main Street, the drivers 
al ternately lashing their teams and looki ng 
back to see if the foe was within sight, the 
scene of terror and confusion was perfectly 
terrific. Said one whose courage never 
failed during all the excitements of the 
war, up to that event, and afterwards to 
its close, "Ot all the exciting events which 
have taken place since the beginning of 
the war, tbis is the worst, and I hope I 
may Jl~ver witness such au awful scene 
again." Near the corner of Main and 
Queen streets, a horse dropped dead; and 
when opposite our store one of the team
sters stopped, and in order to lighten his 
load that he might gl) faster, took from 
his wagon and set upon the side walk a 
large box, with the remark, "Take care of 
that." It proved to be the regimen tal 
chest of a New York Regiment, and con
tained some parts of a uniform, blanlts for 
company reports, books on military tac
tics, &c. In a communication to the 
New York Tribune, after the falling 
back of Gell. Jenkins, giving a detailed 
statement of his operations while here, I 
noticed this chest and gave the regiment 
it belonged to. The only application my 
article brought was from an officer to 
ascertain whether it contained a photo
graph, with instructions where to send it. 
It was not in the chest. The chest was 
finally turned over to Provost Marshall 
Eyster.

At lengtb, and when the paniC was at 
its height, Lieut. "Palmer, then on Provost 
duty here, advanced from the front of the 
Franklin Hotel, pistol in hand, and 
ordered the teamsters to halt. This dter
mined act of a cool and brave officer 
brought the whole column of panic stricken 
soldiers and teamsters to a halt. after which 
they were permitted to proceed slowly down 
the valley towards Harrisburg. This stam
pede, it was said, occurred near the Poto
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mac, and broken wagons and dead or 
exhausted horses were strewn all along 
the way to this place. The rebels however 
were not within twenty miles of them, 
for at lot A. M., near the time this train 
reached our town, Gen. Jenkins entered 
and passed through.Hagerstown. 

At an early hour in the evening of this 
day, information of the approach of Jenk
ins' cavalry was received, and about 11 
o'clock at night they had reached the 
southern end of the town. Some few were 
sent forward to reconnoiter, and two of 
tbem were unhorsed and captured in the 
Diamond, as will be related in its proper 
place. About two hundred more were 
detailed to make a rapid cbarge into the 
town after those scouts, and these were 
immediately followed by the balance of 
the command-about 2,000 in all. 

Seated at an open window in the secont! 
story of our house over our store room, 
and overlookiull: the Diamond, I beard 
the clatter of horses' feet coming rapidiy 
down Main Street. When opposite the 
residence of Mr. H. M. White the report 
of a gun was heard. Some eight or ten 
cavalrymen rode into the Diamond and 
passed through it on down Main Street, 
except about four or five. In the dark
ness-the gas in front of the bank only 
being lighted, they became separated, and 
one of them, evidently the officer in com
mand, who was over near the bank, called 
out in a peculiarly Southern tone, whicb 
is about half negro-"Hawkins! Hawk
ins I! Whar theD-I areyou, Hawkins?" 
If Lieut. Smith-for such was the gentle
man's name, as will appear hereafter, 
had called upon John Seiders and 'I'had. 
Mabon instead of his Satanic majesty,
they might have given him the informa
tion he so earnestly desired, but they were 
about that time having a little matter of 
business transacted with "Hawkins" over 
on the Court House pavement. But the 
Lieutenant's anxiety concerning his friend 
was s')on relieved, for on his going across 
the Diamond to ascertain what had become 
of him. he fell into the hands of Seiders, 
and soon thereafter joined the object of his 
anxiety, both of them however horseless 
and without arms. 

Following this call for his ab~ent com
rade, the officer again called out, "Whar's 
the Mayau of this town? Whar's the 
Mayau of this town? If the Mayau does 
not come here in five minutes we will 
burn the town." In a short time the two 
hundred detailed to follow these scouts 
came thundering down Main street, fol
lowed by the balance of the command. 
'rhe larger part passed on th rough the town 
and out to the grounds of Col. McClure, 
a~ong the Philadelphia pike, where they

. PIcketed their horses in the Colonel's 

clover field. Gen. Jenkins and hIS staff 
did the Colonel the honor to lodge with 
him over night at his fine mansion, after 
first partaking of a bountiful supper pre
pared for them-the l-lOnors of the table 
being royally done by his accomplished 
wiftl, in the absence of the Colonel, who 
had discretely placed himself beyund the 
possibility of capture and sojourn in a 
Southern clime. Leaving Jenkins and 
his staff so comfortably quartered for the 
night, we will go back to relate some inci
dents which occurred in and about the 
Diamond. 

As the scouts came galloping down 
Main street, with carbines levelled 
and cocked, the darkness prevented 
them from seein~ some piles of stones, 
lime and sand in front of Mr. H. M. 
White's residence, then being built, ang 
one of the horses stumbled and threw his 
rider into a mortar bed. This fall caus
ed his carbine to go off, and he, as well as 
the cavalry with him, snpposed that a 
citizen had fired on tbem. Simultaneous
IV with the report of this carbine Mr. 
Jacob S. Brand, then living where Mr. 
Isaac Stine's grocery now is, threw open 
the sbutters of a second story window to 
see wbat was transpiring. Some cavalry,
then opposite this window, hearing the 
opening of these shutters, cried out that 
the shot came from that place, and a 
number of them went to tbe door seeking 
admittance, and declaring that they would 
hang the man wbo fired the shot. Mrs. 
Brand became greatly alarmed and urged 
her husban'd to go up into the attic and 
hide himself. At length to gratify her he 
complied, but finding his hiding place so 
very warm, and concluding that if the 
house was searched and he found secre
ted, tbeir suspicions would be confirmed, 
he came forth from the attic. But as the 
soldiers were yet at his door clamoring 
for entrance, and threatening to break in, 
he at the urgent solicitation of his wife 
crept into a bake oven in his yard, and 
drew to the iron door. But if the attic 
was too warm for him the oven was too 
hot, for that same day it had been used to 
b!lke bread. A fter shifting himself from 
one hand and knee to the other until he 
could endure it no longer, he once more 
came forth to brave the foe. In the early 
morning a member of Mr. John Jeffries' 
family, a few doors adjacent, came over 
and inquired the occasion of thtl wrath of 
the rebels, saying that they were over
heard to declare that as soon as it was 
daylight they were going to search the 
house and hang the men they might find. 
These ladies then hit upon the expedient of 
disguising Mr. Brandand having him leave 
the house. Accordingly he was arrayed 
in one of Mrs. Brand's dre se ,and a large, 
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flowing sun bonnet was put upon his head 
to hide his beard. In this disguise he 
went out the back door, passed up the lot 
in the presence of the foe, many of whom 
were in the alley, and crossed over to the 
residence of Mr. Jeffries where he was 
disrobed, and where he was undisturbed. 
Like Jeff. Davis Mr. Brand found his last 
ditch in a woman"s clothes; but, unlike 
that arch traitor, he passed undetected. 
Whether his better luck was owing to bis 
more elaborate toilet, or to the fact that he 
bad unsuspecting Southern rebels to deal 
wiih rather than shrewd, inquisitive 
Northern Yankees, or to his huge sun 
bonnet I am unable to say. I rather think 
that it was the sun bonnet that did the 
businees. The situation of Mr. Brand 
was an alarming one, and he availed him
self of the only method of escape which 
presented itself; and for this he is indebt
ed to the ingenuity of women. Mr. 
Brand says that while it will look "a little 
rough" to see this circumstance in print, 
he yet consents that it may be so used as 
an historical fact, and as !!'oing to show 
some of the dangers to which ollr people 
were exposed in those perilous times. 
Shortly after the entrance of the ad vanced 
pickets into the Diamond, and while some 
of them were yet back at the door of Mr. 
Brand, threatening vengeance upon him, 
a cavalryman rode np to Mr. John A. 
Seiders and T. M. Mabon, Esq., as they 
stood upon the Court House pavement, 
and, supposing them to belong to their 
party, inquired in wbat direction the bal
ance of the squad had gone. 'I'hese two 
men had just returned home from the ser
vice, and they concluded to try their 
hands on that fellow. Neither of them 
were armed, but Mahon, using a plaster
ing lath wbich he held in his hand as a 
sword, grabbed one rein of the bridle and 
Seiders the other and quietly demanded 
his surrender. He at once dismounted, 
and his sabre, pistol,-the other taken by 
Seiders-and spurs, were at once taken by 
Mahon, who quickly mounted the horse 
and rode rapid:y out Market street to 
'fhird, up 'I'hird to Queen, and down 
(~ueen to the Market HOllse into which he 
rode. \Vhile there a party of cavalry rode 
down Second street towards Market, and 
Mahon, as soon as they passed, started at 
a rapid gait out Queen. At the junction 
of Queen and Washington streets he en
countered a squad, who called upon him 
to halt, but be flew on out towards Fay
etteville. At Downey's he turned from 
the pi ke and proceeded to Scotl3.nd. There 
on the next day he gave the horse 
into the care of another, and after 
watching the destruction of the railroad 
bridgtl at that place, he eluded the 
pickets and entered Chambersburg, and 

reported to the railroad officials the 
burning of the bridge. Finding that the 
rebels were on the hunt for him, he, after 
a short time hid in the house of his law 
preceptor, William McClellan, Esq., left 
and found refuge in safer quarters. Mr. 
Mahon desires me to pr~sent his compli
ments to M1·. George Hawkins, if he is 
yet alive and this should come to his 
notice, and to assure him that the saddle, 
sabre, carbine and case of medicines, bor
rowed of him under such pressing circum
stances, are all safely kept, and he will 
be happy to return them to him now that 
"this cruel war is over." Immediately 
after the departure of Mahon with his 
prize-the rebel having been handed ov~r 
to Mr. Henry Peiffer and George Welsh, 
who started with him towards the jail but 
released him when they found that they 
were likely to be caught-another cavalry
man, Lieut. Smith, rode up to where Mr. 
Seiders was standing and inquired what 
had become of his comrade. Seiders now 
being armed with one of the pistols taken 
from Hawkins, presented it and demand
ed his surrender. 'fo this demand he at 
once complied and disDlounted. Seiders 
disarmed him, taking his sabre, pistols 
and spurs, and mounting his horse rode 
rapidly out east Market street. At 
Market and Second streets he encountered 
the hea,d of the column which passed the 
Market House while Mahon was in it. 
To their command to halt he paid no at
tention but put his horse upon his speed 
and galloped out towards Fayetteville. 
Arri vi n~ at Fayetteville he took an in
ventoryof his capture, and it was found 
to be as follows: A valuable horse, saddle, 
four blankets rolled up and fastened 
behind the ~addle, two fine pistols, sabre 
and belt, and a pair of saddle bags, con
taining a dress coat, two shirts, a Testa
ment, a pack of cards, a package of love 
letters, some smoking tobacco, and several 
other articles. Mr. Seiders desires me to 
present his compliments to Lieut. Smith, 
and say to him that in case he is yet 
living, and this article should fall under 
his notice, that he will be happy to return 
to him whatever of these articles he has 
preserved. From Fayetteville Mr. Seiders 
proceeded to Cumberland county, and 
throughout the whole period of the inva' 
sion he made good use of his captured 
horse in the way of scouting service, sume 
of which will be detailed in a chapter 
on "Scoutillg," yet to follow. 

I return now from this extended but 
interesting digression to our main narra
tive. After spending the night under the 
hospitable roof of Col. McClure, Gen. Jen
kins aud staff" came early in the morning 
of Tuesday, 16th, into town and establish
ed his headquarters at the Montgome· 
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ry hotel. One of the first acts of the rebel 
chieftain, after arriving in town, was to 
issue an order requiring all arms in pos
sion of our citizens, whether public or 
private, to be brought to the front of the 
Court House within two hours; and iu 
case of disobedience, houses were to be 
searched, and all in which arms were 
found concealed were to be lawful objects 
of plunder. Many ofour citizens complied 
with this humiliating order, and a com
mittee of our peopl6<f.Vas appointed to take 
down tbe names of all who brought in 
arms. Some, of course, did not comply,
but enough did so to avoid a general search 
and probable sack:ng of the town. Capt. 
Fitzhugh, Jenkin'scbiefofstaff-the same 
otl1cer who took so prominent a part in 
tbe burtling of the town a year afterwards 
-assorted tbe guns as they were brought 
in, retaining those that could be used by 
bis men, aud twisting and breaking sllch 
as were untit fo!' this service. Tbis he 
did by striking tbem over the stone steps 
in front of the Court House, or twisting 
them out of shape in tbe ornamental at

t tachments of the iron gas posts. When 
Dr. W. H. Boyle brought in a beautiful 
silver mounted Sharp's rifle, Capt. Fitz' 

3 hugh appropriated it to his own use. 
t The next thing which demauded the 
I attention of Gen. Jenkins, was to summon 

tbe rrown Council and demand of them 
the return of the two horses and their 
accoutrE-ments captured by Mahon and 
Seiders, or the payment of their value; 
and in default of either he threatened the 
destruction of the town. His plea for this 
~xtreme resort was, as he said, the 
firing upon his soldiers by our citizens. 
As the captured property wa3 beyond tbe 
reach of the Council, the matter was 
finally adjusted by the payment of 900. 
Doubtless Jenkins expected this amount 
in Uuited States currency, but as he bad 
flooded the town with Confederate scrip, 
pronouncing it better than Greenbacks, 
the city fathers evidently took him at bis 

t word, and paid him in his own money.
r This mOlley was bought up of our citizens, 

Who harl receh'ed it for articles sold to 
Jenkins' men, at a few cents on thedo\lar. 
A few days after tbis transactiou, and 
when Jenkins' force had fallen back 
beyond Greencastle, Mr. Seiders returned 
to town as the pilot of Gen. Knipe, who, 
with parts of two New York regiments, 
was sent to this place. Oftbese men I will 
have more to sav hereafter. While here 
the rrown Council seized 1\11'. Seiders' 
horse, but desiring to retain him for 
scouting purposes during the invasion, 
promiSing to make the matter right after
wards, he was permitted to do so upon the 
presentation of a petition signed by a 
Humber of our citizens, they also pledging 

themselves responsible Cor the return of 
the horse. And now, to show some of the 
inconveniences which the possession of 
this horse and the wearing of the captur
ed rebel's coat brought upon Mr. Seiders, 
and the routine through which he had 
to pass in order to retain bis property, I 
will yet digress from my main subject to 
put upon record the following interesting 
facts: When carrying important infor
mation of the movements of the rebels to 
the authorities at Harrisburg, Seiders was 
captured near Bridgenort and taken into 
Harrisburg, where he-was looked upon as 
a rebel spy and came near being mobbed. 
His hor~e and equipments were taken 
from him, and to aU his protestations of 
his true character, the Provost Marshall, 
before whom he was taken, tumed a deaf 
ear. At length Mr. D. W. Deal, then 
Postmaster at tbis place, but in Harris
burg for prudential reasons, made affida
vit to his knowledge of Mr. Seiders, and 
to the circumstances under which he be
came possessed of the horse and rebel 
outfit, and also to the action of the Town 
Council in loaning the same to Seiders, 
for which he (Deal) was one of the bonds
men. Col. A. K. McClure, William Mc
Clellen, Esq., and Mr. J. M, Cooper then 
followed in an affidavit voucbing for Mr. 
Derd and the truth of his statement, after 
which Mr. Seiders was released from cus
tody, but his horse and equipments were 
not returned to bim-the Provost Mar
shall, John Kay Clement, saying that 
they were beyond his reach. In company 
with Mr. McClure Mr. Seiders called upon 
Gen. Couch, Commander of the Depart
ment of the Susquebanna, to whom he 
was personally known, who issued a per
emptoryorder for the return of the horse 
and equipments, and gave him a paper 
which saved him from further annoyance. 
Upon the presentation of this order from 
Gen. Couch, the Marshall wrote an order 
for the delivery of the property on the 
back of Gen. Couch's paper which reads 
thus: 

"WILLIAM W. CALDER: Sir: You will 
please deliver the gray mare to John 
l:leiders, Esq.; it is in the stable ofprivate 
horses, and is the one I gave to your 
charge this morning. Please haud over 
the accoutrements. 

Yours, &c., 
ED. WILSON, 

Capt. and Q,uartermaster." 

After the retreat of the rebels from Get
tysburg, Mr. Seiders sold the borse for 
175, and the saddle for 35. Deducting 

from this the claim of the Town Council 
- 75-he bad 135 left. The original 
papers relating to this whole transaction 
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are now before me, but they are tl)O volu
minious to give in full here. 

On Wednesday morning, Gen. Jenkins 
ordered that the stores, shops and busi
ness places should all be opened from 8 
to 10 o'clock A. M., and that his men 
should be permitted to buy such articles 
as they personally needed, but must in 
all cases pay for what they got. Business 
for about an hour was very brisk, and to 
avoid giving offense they patronized all. 
Fortunately for us and many others, 
stocks of goods were generally sent away 
or hid, but what little we had was bought 
up and paid for in Confederate scrip and 
shin plasters issued by the City of Rich
mond and other Southern corporations. 
While this traffic was in progress a rebel 
soldier seized a number of remnants of 
ladies' dress goods, which we did not 
think worth hiding, and putting them 
under his arm walked out and down past 
Jenkins' headquarters. Jenkins came 
quickly out and caught the fellow and 
pusbed him back on the double quick into 
tbe store, and said: "Did tbis man get 
these things here, and did he pay for 
them?" Upon being told that he took 
them without paying for them, he drew 
hill sword and flourishing it above thtl 
man's head and swearing terribly, he de
clared that he had a mind to cut his head 
off. Turning to us he said, "Sell my men 
all the goods they ~ant, but if anyone 
attempts to take anything without pay
ing for it, report to me at my headquar
ters. Weare not thieves." Some of the 
rebel officers visited the drug stores of 
Messrs. Miller, Spangler, Nixon and 
Heyser, and purchased li berally, telling 
them to make out their bills, or if they 
could not do tl.lat, to guess at the amount 
and it would be paid.

About nine o'clock, wl.lile we were all 
doing a lively business, ao officer came 
galloping up Main Street to headquarters 
and told Jenkins that the Yankees were 
advancing. Jenkins came out in haste 
and mounting his horse he, in a voice of 
great power, ordered the men to the field. 
A rush was made down Maiu street and 
out to what is known as Gelsinger's hill, 
a few miles below tl.le town, on the Har
risburg pike, where a line of battle was 
formed. In a short time a number of 
men returned Jeading the horses, the 
soldiers dismounting and preparing to 
fight as infantry. They were all armed 
with carbines as well as pistols and sabres. 
After an hour or two they fell back 
through the town and out where their 
horses were taken and rode back beyond 
Greencastle. A few daring scouts coming 
from the direction of Shippensburg, caus
ed this alarm, and supposing that they 
were too far in advance of the infantry, 

they retreated to the Southern part of the 
county, where for nearly a week they 
plundered the people. As Jenkins and 
his staff rode up street, after the dis
mounted men had all passed, a number 
of our citizens were standing upon the 
Court House pavement. Supposing that 
they were armed and might fire upon 
them, these officers drew their revolvers 
and rode towards the citizens. A stam
pede of course resulted. As the last of 
these soldiers were leaving the lower end 
of the town, they set fire to the warehouse 
of Messrs. Oaks & Linn, but it was speed
i1yextinguished. 'l'his firing and the de
struction of the Scotland bridge were the 
only acts of real destruction attempted. 
Many incidents of interest which occurr
ed during the stay of Jenkins' command, 
might be given, but I have space for but a 
few. '1'he large brick building which 
then stood back of the railroad, opposite 
the present depot, and which had been 
erected by the Franklin Railroad Com
pany for an engine house, was at tbe time 
of this raid used for the packing of hay.
A large stack of hay was also near this 
building. Mr. '1'. B. Wood and other 
property holders in that neighborhood got 
Rev. Dr. B. S. Schneck to go to Gen. 
Jenkins and ask him not to burn this bay, 
but if it was his intention to burn it, they 
would move it away so that it would not 
endanger their property. To this reque.t 
Jenkins replied that he had no intention 
to burn that hay ,for Lee and bis wbole 
army were coming and would want the 
hay. Many of the soldiers were engaged 
during Tuesday and Wednesday morning 
in scouring the fields around the town for 
negroes. Many were caught and some, 
free and slave, were bound and sent under 
guard South. Some escaped, and some 
were captured from their guard by citizens 
of Greencastle. Among their captures 
was that well aud favorably known color
ed man, ESQue Hall. A rebel rode past 
our store with this poor frightened man 
on behind him. I went immediately for 
Dr. Schneck, who went to Jenkins' head
quarters, and after assuring Jenkins that 
Hall was long a resident of this place, anu 
not a iugitive slave, he was released. Dr. 
Schneck told me that one of Jenkins' 
staff officers recognized him, having 
heard him preach once in Virginia, and 
his intercession helped to save poor Hall. 
They also caught Henry Deitrick and 
Samuel Claudy, who were repair hands 
upon thl') railroad, and were coming up 
from the direction of Scotland upon a 
hand car. Again Dr. Schneck's services 
were called for and these mea were releas
ed. Some yep.rs ago a citizen of this place 
was traveling in Virginia, down where 
the Natural Bridge is, and after riding 



I 

39 Reminiscellces of the TJ7ar. 

t 

, 
r 
t 
t 
1 

e 
Ii 
g 
T 
, 

!l' 
e 
s 
s 

SOUle ten wiles with a man who resided 
tbere, he was asked where he was from. 
\\Then he replied, Uhambersburg, the 
man said, "Do you know Dr. Schneck r 
I've got his card. I was with Gen. Jen
Idns in Chambersburg, and some of our 
Ulen caught a negro and would have taken 
him South, but Dr. Schneck interceded 
for him and he was released." 

Gen. Jenkins, tearing an aUack by the 
emergency men then congregating at 
Harrisburg, fell back, as already stated, 
below Greencastle and near to Hagers
town, there to await the arrival of Gen. 
Lee's infantry. From this retreat he sent 
out marauding parties to variou!! places in 
searcb of additional plunder. One de
tachment proceeded by way of Mercers
burg over the Cove mountain into Fulton 
county, where they were rather roughly 
handled, as the following account will 
show. There were stationed in and abouL 
McConnellsburg, the county seat of that 
county, parts of three companies of the 
First New York Cavalry under Capt. 
Jones, numbering about sixty men. 
These cavalrymen were noted for their 
fearlessness, amounting in some cases to 
daring rashne~s. Some thirty-six of these 
wen with their intrepid leader were in the 
town when the scouts came dashing in 
from the Mercersburg road, and reported 
the approach of the foe. It happened that 
tbere was also a company of volunteer 
cavalry from the neighborhood of Orbiso
nia then in the town, and Capt Jones pro
posed to the commander of this company 
tbat if he would place his men in a cross 
street, so that the rebels could not see 
tbem, until he with his small company 
bad passed them in pursuit of the foe, and 
tben only to show themselves and so im
press Lhe rebels with their numbers, that he 
would do all the fighting. To this the offi
cer consen ted, and stationed his men accor
dmgly. The New Yorkers formed in a col
umn and rode slowly down street asnbout 
sixty-two of the rebels appeared at tbe brow 
of the hill at the upper end of the town. 
At length, when they bad drawn the ene
my almost down to the cross street where 
the volunteErS were placed, they suddenly 
wheeled about and, with a terrific yell, 

r 

they rode. 
gloriouslv to 

The 

fl~d by the 
distance from 

two of them 
Wounded. 

dashed for the foe, firing and yelling as 
The volunteers failed most in

perform their part, but fled 
up the v\1.lley in great confusion, and the 
last heard of them they were still running. 

rebels, however, notwithstanding 
their superioritv in numbers, turned and 

way they came, and a sborl 
where the roads leading to 

Chambersburg and Mercersburg diverge, 
were killed and one badly 

The citizens afterwards went 
out and buried them by the way side, 

and while thus engaged the defeated force, 
reinforced largely, returned to renew lhe 
conflict, but the New Yorkerdwereascun
ning as brave, for suspecting that a large 
force would return, prudently withdrew to 
the hills west of the town, the rebels, fear
ing to pursue them, having a wholesome 
fear or Milroy's force, which they knew 
was not far away. I may err in saying 
that this exciting skirmish occurred with 
this detachment of Jenkin'sforce, but after 
making all due inquiry I am at a loss to 
place it elsewhere. 

It was this reinforced body of cavalry, 
if I mistake not, who captured a drove of 
cattle from our formertowsman, ex-Sheriff 
Taylor, valued at about $7,000, which he 
ul1witting!y drove within their thieving 
reach. We shall have occasion to refer to 
tbese brave New Yorkers on two subse
quent occasions, which will be given in 
their appropriate places. 

One other detatchment from Jenkin's 
force was sent east, and after plundering 
the rich country about Waynesboro', 
crossed over tbe Southeastern flanks of the 
South Mountain, where, at the Monterey 
pass, on Sunday, 21st, the Philadelphia 
City Troop and Bell's cavalry from Get
tysburg,encountered their pickets. In the 
evening of the same day about 1200f them 
entered Fairfield, and returned again by 
the Furnace road, taking with them all 
the good horses they could find. 

The whole Southern portionofourcoun
ty was plundered by these men, Welsh 
Run especially receiving a thorough scour
in~. The plunder thus taken by Jenkins 
was sent south of the Potomac, and deliv
ered over to Lee's approaching army. It 
would be difficult to estimate the value of 
the property taken by this raid, but it cer
tainly amounted to not less than one hun
dred thousand dollars. Then its coming 
in the season of the year when the farm
ing interests required the use of horses, 
added immensely to its inconvenience and 
loss. Many croppers who had little else 
than their stock, were bankrupted. 'fhe 
effect of this raid, however, was to arouse 
the people of Pennsylvallia and the adja
cent states, and volunteers for the defense 
of the border hurried to Harrisburg. 

The various detachments of Jenkin's 
command had all joined the main body
by Monday morning, at or near Hagers
town, where he awaited the arrival of 
Rhode's division of infantry preparatory 
to another advance into our State. For the 
present we will leave him there and take 
a look at Harrisburg and see what prepa
rations were being made for the reception 
of the foe. 

As soon as it was definitely known that 
the invasion of Pennsylvania was immi
nent, our State authorities were notified of 
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the fact, and they were assured tbat the 
aspect of the war at that time rendered it 
unwise to divide the army of the POtOlll ac, 
and that Pennsylvania must fnrnish her 
own men for her defense. Accordingly 
Maj. Gen. D. N. Couch was made, by an 
order of the War Department. Comman
der of the Department of the Susquehan
na, with headquarters at Harrisburg. and 
Maj. Gen. W. T. H. Brooks was assigned 
to the Department of the Monongahela, 
with headquarters at Pittsburg. On the 
day following the establishment of these 
Departments, Friday, June 12th, Governor 
Curtin issued a proclamation, addressed to 
the people of Pennsylvania, telling them 
of the danger which threatened them, and 
calling for volnnteers to meet the emergen
cy. On the same day Gen. Couch, on as
suming command of the Department, also 
issued an address to the people, reiterating 
what Governor Curtin had said, and call
ing for a general and speedy enlistment 
for the defense of the State, and if possi
ble to drive back the foe before he should 
touch our soil. Soon after the issuing of 
these addresses-on June 15th-the con
struction of breastworks and the digging 
of rifle pits along the river front, and on 
the opposite bank of the river, was com
menced, and carried forward from day to 
nay. In response to the call of the Gov
ernor and Gen. Couch, the militia of Penn
sylvania and New York hastened to Har
risburg, and on Monday, 22nd, they were 
organized by Gen. Couch into two divis
ions. one under General Smith and the 
other under General Dana. On Saturdav 
previous, 20th, General Knipe was sent 
from Harrisburg with parts of two regi
ments of New York militia, numbering 
about 800 men-the first to reach Harris
burg after the Governor's call. Their des
tination was first to assist in rebuilding the 
railroad bridge at Scotland, destroyed by 
Jenkins a few days previously, and then 
to occupy and defend Chambersburg. 
These troops marched from Scotland on 
Sunday, 21st, and reached this place some
time in the afternoon. The Colonel com
manding these men made an excellent 
speech from the Court House steps, in 
which he assured us that they had come 
here to assist in repelling the rebel invad. 
ers. After resting awhile in the diamond 
and partaking of the hospitalities of our 
people, these troops marched out to the 
strip of woods then upon the farm known 
as the Oyl6r property, but then belonging 
to Mr. G. R. Messersmith. The men com
prising these regiments were mostly young 
gentlemen connected with business estab
lishments in the city of New York, and 
evidently had not been accustomed to the 
hardships which usually attend a soldier's 
life. They brought with them two beau

tiful bra~s howitzers which, with their 
caissons, were drawn by hand. These how
itzers were placed in position and masked 
with branches from the trees on the hill 
overlooking and commanding the Green
castle road, where the scnool house now 
stands. On the morning following, Mon
day, 22nd, the two companies of Home 
Guards raised in this place went out and 
joined this regiment. During the day 
these New Yorkers did a considerable 
amount of drilling with their artillery, 
and not a little boasting of what they would 
do in case the rebels carne within reach of 
their guns. About 3 o'clock in tbe after
noon a person supposed to be a woman 
came into the camp. She, or he, was dis
guised in a woman's attire of deep mourn
ing, with her face almost entirely hid in a 
black bonnet. She went through the camp 
pretending to besilly, and inquiring where 
a certain farmer lived. whom noone knew. 
Some of our Home Guards felt assured 
that the person was a man disguised, and 
that he should be arrested. The Colonel 
in command of these troops, when told of 
these sllspicions, said that she was only 
some silly woman, and that she should not 
be disturbed. At length she left the camp 
and the last seen of her she was making 
quick time out the Railroad towards 
Greencastle. It will be recollected that this 
occurred but one day preceding the reap
pearance of Gen. Jenkins. and that previ
ous to his first approach two strange men 
came to Greencastle and remained at a ho
tel until Jenkin's command entered, when 
they threw off their disguise by uniting 
with the rebels and telling the landlord to 
charge their bill to the Southern Confed
eracy. That this pretended woman was 
one of Gen. Jenkin's scouts, bent in ad
vance to l:l.8certain what preparations were 
made for their reception, there can be no 
doubt. 

Leaving these gallant strangers in their 
camp. about a h9lf mile from the South
ern border of the town, with their two 
beautiful howitzers planted so as to com
mand the approaches by the Greencastle 
road, and our Home Guards thrown outin 
advance as pickets, we will turn ouratten
tion to events further South, promiE.ing 
the reader that he will hear from the:.e 
men further on in this narrative. 

References have been frequently made 
in these chapters to our Home Guards. It 
is but justice to our citizens to state tbatin 
addition to the hundreds who went from 
our town into active service, where many 
of them were distingnished for their bra
very antI good conduct, and many fell, 
nearly all who were not away in service 
were enrolled in companies, under compe
tent officers, for home service. In the 
emergency under consideration the old men 
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of tbe town organized a company, headed 
hy the venerable Judge Chambers, for the 
defense of the place. None were admitted 
to this company under forty-five years of 
age. Upon all occasions, when theirserv

ices were needed, these Home Guards were 
on duty, and on this day, Monday, June 
22nd, every man capable of bearing arms 
had his gun and was in Bome organization 
to resist tbe rebels. 

CHAPTER IX. 

THE INVASION OF PENNSYLYANIA. 

Before Pl'oceeding to narrate the events 
connected witb the invasion of our border 
by the Army of Northern Virginia, and 
its retreat from the disastrous field of Get
tysburg, I will place upon record certain 
facts concerning the previous movements 
of that army and its designs and purposes 
in the invasion, which will greatly aid the 
reader in understanding the m(>vements 
and counter-movements of the two great 
contending armies upon the great chess
board of war. These facts mav be stated 
thus: 

1. The number oj J01'ces on each sicle in 
this campa.ign. 

(1) The Confederate force. 
Hon. Edward Everett, in his address at 

the dedication of the Soldier's National 
Cemetery at Gettysburg, Nov. 19th, 1863, 
estimates the Confederate force at 90,000 
infantry, upwards of 10,000 cavalry, and 
4,000 or 5,000 artillpry, making a total of 
105,000 of all arms. 

Gen. Longstreet in one of his contribu
tions to the Annals oj the War, page 62l. 
gives the rebel force upon the authority of 
Gen. Lee, in a confidelltial communication 
made to him, as but a little over 70,000 . 

Col. 'V. H. Taylor, one of Lee's staff of
ficers, in au article contributed to the same 
boOk, (page 318), gives the streugth of the 
army as 67,000 of all arms-fiFty-three 
thousand five hundred infantry, nine thou
sand cavalry, and four thousand five hun
dred artillery. • 

In the Franklin Repositor.lJ of July 8, '63 
while the matter was fresh in the the minds 
of our people, Ulauy of whom bad made 
by actual count pretty correct estimates of 
the strength of the Con federate army, it is 
stated that tbe two Corps, Ewell's and 
Hill's, amounted to 47,000 men and 192 
guns. Add to these Early's Division of 
Ewell's Corps, which did not pass through 
this place, and Longstreet's Corps, which 
was not included in this computation and 
,,:hich it may be supposed was equal to 
either Hill's or Ewell's, and it will be seen 
~hat Mr. Evprptt'R estimate is entirely too 

high. In all the estimates made by our 
citizens, M these troops passed through 
here none, so far as I have heard, placed the 
number above 70,000. 

(2.) The Union j01·ce. 
Gen. Meade in his evidence taken before 

a cdmmittee of Congress on the con
duct of the War, (page 337), gives tbe 
strength of his army as follows: "My 
strength was a little under one hundred 
thousand-probably ninety-five thousand 
men." This , of course, is decisive, and it 
establishes the fact that the Union army 
was considerably larger than the Confpd
erate. '1'his superiority in numbers was in 
part offset by the prestige of the victories 
gained at Fredericksburg and Chancellors
ville. 'rhat this success had its effect upon 
the confederates is proven by the following 
extract from a report of the battle of Get
tysburg, made by Col. Freemantle of the 
British army, who with one or two other 
British officers passed through here with 
the rebels, and was with Gen. Lee's staff 
when the battle was fougLt, and doubtless 
strongly sympathized with them: "'1'he 
staff officers espoke of the coming battle as 
a certainty, and the universal feeling was 
one of contempt for an enemy whom thl')Y 
had beaten so constantly, and under so 
many disadvantages." (Annals of the 'Var 
page 206.) 

Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, a SOli of the Com
manderofthe Confederate Army, says that 
his father was controlled too far by the 
great confidence be had in the fighting 
qualities of his troops, who begged only 
to be turneclloose upon the Federals. This 
feeling of confidence was equally shared 
by the officers high in command. (Anna[iI 
oj the War, pageil 421, 422.) 

The rebels as they passed through Green
castle and this place were confident and 
boastful, and seemed to think that their 
success was assured. 

2. The plan ancl object oj Gen. L ee. 
Hon. Edward Everett, whose informa

tion was drawn from the archives of the 
War Department, which were placed at 

http:Repositor.lJ
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disposal for the prepn.tation of his address 
at Gettysburg, states Lee's purposes as fol
lows: 

ll.) By rapid movements northward, 
and by manoeuvring with a portion of his 
army on the East side of the Blue Ridge, 
to tempt Gen. Hooker from his base of op
erations !lnd thus uncover the approaches 
to Washmgton, and throw itopen to a raid 
by Stuart's cavalry, and also to enable Lee 
himself to cross the Potomac at Poolsville 
and fall upon the Capitol. This design of 
the rebel General was promptly discovered 
by Gen. Hooker, and, moving with great 
rapidity from Fredericksburg, he preserved 
unbroken the inner line, and stationed the 
various corps of his army at all the points 
protecting the approaches to Washington 

from Centrevi1le lip to Leesburg. In th~ 

meantime, by the vigorous operations of 

Pleasanton's cavalry, the cavalry of Gen. 

Stuart, though superior in numbers, was 

so cri ppled as to be disabled from perform

ing the part assigned it in the campaign. 

In this manner, Gen. Lee's first object, 

the defeat of Hooker's army on the South 

of the Potomac and a direct march on 

Washington, was baffied. 


(2.) The second part of the Confederate 
plan, which is supposed to have been un
dertaken in opposition to the views of 
Gens. Lee and Longstreet, was to tUI'll the 
demonstration northward into a real inva
sion of Maryland and Pennsylvania, in 
the hope, that, in his way, Gen. Hooker 
would be drawn to a distance from the 
capitol, and that some opportunity would 
occur of taking him at a disadvantage, and 
after defeating his army, of making a de
scent upon Baltimore and Washington. 
Tbis was substantially the repetition of 
the plan of 1862, and as the latter was de
feated at Antietam, so was the former at 
Gettysburg. 

(3.) One other plan was a movement 
upon Harrisburg. Whether this place was 
Lee's objective point when he crossed the 
Potomac and marched his forces into our 
valley is not known; but that he had 
planned an attack upon tbe capitol of our 
State, and that he beld to that plan up to 
the night of June 29th, wheu Gen. Long
street's scout hrougbt information to him 
at his headquarters near this place, of the 
movements of the army of the Potomac, 
which information caused him to change
his plan and march eastwardly across the 
South Mountain, will c\earlyappear in the 
following taken from Longstreet's account 
in the Annals of the War. (pages 418 and 
419.) . 

This statement is as follows: "'While at 
Culpepper, I sent a trusty scout (who had 
been sent to me by Secretary Seddens 
while I was in Suffolk,) with insb:uction~ 

to go into the Federal lines, discovel' his 
policy, and bring me all the informatiotl 
he could possibly pick up. When this 
scoutaskedme,verysignificantly, where he 
should report, I replied, 'Find me, wherev
er I am, when you have the desired infor
mation.' I did this because I feared to 
trust him with a knowledge of our future 
movements. I supplied him with all the 
gold he needed, and instructed him to 
spare neither pains nor money to obtain 
full and accurate information. The infor
mation gathered by this scout led to the 
most tremendous results, as will be seen 
* * 'k . I reached Chamhersbur/l: on the 
evening of the 2ith (Saturday.) At this 
pOint, on. the night of .the 29th (Monday), 
mformatlOn was received by which the 
whole plan of the campaign was changed. 
We had not heard from the enemy for sev
eral days, and Gen. Lee was in doubt as to 
where he was; indeed, we did not know 
that he had yet left Virginia. At about 
ten o'clock that night, Col. Sorrell, my
chief of staff, was waked by an orderlv, 
who reported that a 8uspicious person had 
just been arrested by the provost marshal. 
Upon investigation, Sorrell discovered 
that the 8usnicious person was the scout 
Harrison that I had sentoutat Culpepper. 
He was dirt-stained, travel-worn,and very 
much broken down. After questioning 
him sufficiently to find that be brought 
very important information, Col. Sorrell 
brought him to my headquarters and 
awoke me. He gave the information that 
the enemy had crossed the Potomac, 
marched I:.orthwest, and that the head of 
his column was at Frederick City on our 
right. I felt that this information was ex
ceedingly important, and might involve a 
change in the direction of our march. 
Gen. Lee had already issued orders that 
we were to advance toward Harrishurg. I 
at once sent the scout to Gen. Lee's head
quarters, and followed him myself early in 
the mo~nin.g. I ~ound Gen. I,ee up, and 
asked him If the Information brought by 
the scout might not involve a change of 
direction of the head of our column to the 
right. He immediately acquiesed in the 
suggestion, possibly saying that he had al
ready given orders to that effect. The 
movement toward the enemy was begun at 
once. " 
" Gen. Le~ himself in his report, says:-

PreparatIOn had been made to advance 
upon Harrisburg; but, on the night of the 
29th, information was recei ved from a scout 
that the enemy had crossed the Potomac 
was advancing northward, alld the bead 
of his column had already reached South 
Mountain. As uur communications with 
the Potomac were thus menaced it was 
resolv~d to. prevent its further progress in 
that directIOn by concentrating our army 
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on the east side of the mountain." (Annals
of the Waf·, 420.) 

General Longstreet in a second article 
contributed to the Annals of the War, 
page 632, says that he erred in his first ar
ticle in stating that this scout reported to 
him on the night of the 29th, and that it 
should be on the night of Sunday. 28th. 
That he was right in hii' first statement 
will clearly appear in the following consid
erations; 

(1.) According to his own statement, as 
well as the official declaration of Gen. Lee, 
the order countermanding the attack upon 
Harrisburg and a rapid concentration to
wards Gettysburg, was issued immediate
ly upon the receipt of the information 
brought by this scout. If the scout re
ported on the evening of Sunday, 28th, 
then the concentration must have taken 
place on Monday, whereas it is placed be
yond all question that it occurred on Tues
day. This will clearly appear in the state
ments yet to tollow. 

(2.) Gen. Longstreet says that early in 
the morning aftpr the arrival of this scout, 
he rode with Gen. Lee from his headquar
ters near Chambersburg to Greenwood, 
where they remained over night, and the 
next day, after riding together three or 
four miles towards Gpttysburg, they heard 
the sound of artillery, at which Gen. Lee 
rode forward to 9.scertain what occasioned 
it. 'rhis was the cannonading of the first 
day's en~agement, as h6 himself admits, 
which occurred on Wednesday, July 1st. 
'rhis fact alone fixes Tuesday morning as 
the time they left Chambersburg for Green
wood, and,asa consequence, Monday night 
the !?9th, as the time of the scout's arrival. 

(3.) Gen.Lee offiCially declares that it 
was on the night of the 20th, when the 
scout reporled to him. This official decla
ration IS of more importance than Gen. 
Longstreet's memory, upon which, it is ev
ident, he reHes. 

There is another way of harmonizing 
this discrepancy, which is that the scout 
reported on the evening of Sunday, 28th, 
and the orders for the concentration were 
immediately issued and sent to their re
specti,e destinations on Monday, but lh", 
concentration did not commence until 
Tuesday,30th. This seems to be inferred 
from an account of this affair given by 
Dr. Cullen, Medical Director of Long
street's Corps in the Annals of the lVar, 
page 439. Dr. Cullen says ;-"1 distinctly 
remember the appearance in our head
quarters of the scout who brouglJt from 
Frederick ihe first account that Gen. Lee 
had of the definite whereabouts of the en
emy; of the excitement at Gen. Lee's 
headquarters among couriers, quartermas
ters, commissaries, etc., all betokening 
some early movement of the rommands 

dependent upon the news brought by the 
scout. That afternoon Gen. Lee was walk
ing with some of us in the road in front of 
his headquarters, and said, 'Gentlemen, we 
will not move to Harrisburg as we expect
ed, but will go over to Gettysburg and see 
what Gen. Meade is after.' Orders had 
then heen issued to the corps to move at 
sunrise on the morning of the next day, 
and promptly at the time the corps was 
put on the road." 

The chief difficulty to this bst explana
tion is, how could that scout report to Gen. 
Lee on Sunday evening that Gen. Meade 
was in command of the Army of the Po
tomac,.when he had only been placed in 
that position the afternoon of the same 
day in Frederick, some forty miles away r 

'l'he reader may accept either explana
tion, but ho will see by closely following 
the movements I shall detail that the con
centration commenced on Tuesday morn
ing the 30th. 

3. What was the plan of the commander 
of the Army of the Potomac '! 

After a period of three weeks-from 
June 3d-When Gen. I,ee broke up his en
campment at Frederickburg, to the 2-Uh, 
when the main body of his army crossed 
the Potomac into Maryland, Leemanoeuv
red his army so as to outwit and entrap 
Gen. Hooker, but in every case he utterly
failed. And ~o successfully did Hooker 
handle his army that be compelled Lee to 
cross the Potomac at Shepberstown anti 
Williamsport, west of thp Blue Ridge, in
stead of the east, Uti intended, thus materi
ally damaging his entire plan of campaign 
north of the ri ver as he had defeated it 
south. It was probably this forced march 
up through the valley west of the moun
tain, instead of the east, that made Har
ri~\)urg Lee's objective. And then ow
ing to the severe handling which Gen. 
Pleasanton administered to ~tuart at Bev
erly Ford, Aldie and Upperville, in con
nection with Hooker's strategy, that chief
tain was forced away from his proper con
nection with Lee's army, compelling him 
to make the entire circuit of the Union 
forces and only reaching the rebel lines on 
the evening of July :lnd. Gen. Stuart's 
proper course, and the one he would have 
taken had he not been forced to do other
wi 'e, after Lee's forced route west of the 
mountain, would have been along the east

• ern side,guarding its passes, masking Lee's 
movements. protecting his line ofcommu
nication, reporting information of the 
Union forcE'S, and harassing whatever of 
those forces he might come in contact with. 
All these advantages were lOst to Lee by 
the course Stuart was compelled to take. 
Of this loss not only Gen. Lee, butseveral 
of his officers in reports subsequently pub
lished, greatly complained. Gen Lee says: 
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"No report had ueen received (on the 27th) 
that the enemy had crossed the Potomac, 
and the absence of the Cavalry rendered it 
im possibJe to obtain accurate information. " 
Gen. Longstreet saiq, "The army moved 
forward as a man might walk over strange
ground with his eyes shut." 

Upon 'l'hursday, June 25th, the day af
ter Lee's army crossed the Potomacl, Gen. 
Hooker crossed at Edward's Ferry, and by 
Sunday, 28th. the Union Army lay be
tween Harper's Ferry and Frederick City, 
in a position either toO protect Washington 
and Baltimore, fall upon Lee's communi
cations, or march to any point where the 
enemy might show himself. The strate
gyof Gen. Hooker seems to have been as 
faultless as it proved to be successful. 

On Sunday, June 28th, General Joseph 
Hooker was removed from the command 
of the army, and General George G. 
Meade was placed in that responsible 
position. The cause of Gen. Hooker's 
removal was some disagreement between 
him and Gen. Halleck, then General in 
Chief of the Army. There were 10,000 
men at Harper's Ferry under Gen. French, 
which Halleck desired to remain there to 
protect that place and threaten Lee's com
munications with Virginia. These troops 
Hooker wanted, and becau.e his re'lue~t 
was refused, complications ensued which 
resulted in his tendering his resignation. 
Immediately after receiving the order 
placing him in command, Gen. Meade 
sought an interview WiLh Hooker, and used 
every effort to obtain of him his plans 
an purposes, as also the strength and 
position of the difterentCorps of the army, 
but Ho')ker left the camp in a short timc 
and gave bim no information whatever. 
It is said that Meade summoned Gen. 
Reynolds to his presence, and together
they agreed upon a plan of cam paign. 
(Annal~ ojlhe lVa1",pageCJ.) Placed UlJ
expeotedly in a position of immense 
responsibility, anJ involving results of 
momentous import!LOCe, even the life ot a 
great Nation, it certainly refieds the 
highest credit upon Gen, Meade, that he 
WIlS able at once to meet the emergency; 
and al"o reflects the highest honor upon
the wbole army that the change made iu 
the chief command of so large a force on 
the eve of a general battle,-the various 
Corps necessarily moving on lines some
what divergent, and yet not an hour'~' 
hesitation should ensue in the advance of 
any portion thereof. Can history produce
anything that exceeds it '( 

Gen. Meade at once directed his left 
wing, under Gen. Reynolds, upon Em
mittsburg, and his right upon New Wind
sor, leaving Gen. French with 10,000 men 
to protect the Baltimore and Ohio rail
road, and convey the public property from 

Harper's Ferry to Washington. Buford's 
cavalry was on that day at Gettysburg, 
and Kilpatrick's at Hanover, where he 
defeated the rear of Stuart's cavalry, who 
was roving about the country in search 
of the main army of Lee. I have thus 
given the strength and purposes of the 
two armies, with the position of Lee on 
the 24th (Wednesday) and of Meade on 
the 28th (Sunday) and shall now lift the 
curtain and give the reader a view of the 
movements and occurrences in and about 
this place, while the Southern hosts were 
passing through to their terrible discomfi
ture. And that these important occurren
ces may be given in their proper connec
tion, and in comparison with other evenss 
transpiring elsewhere within the lines of 
the two great opposing armies, I will 
detail the events of each day in the follow
ing daily summary. Let the reader 
follow me t.hrough these details, mark 
well each movement, with Harrisburg as 
Lee's objective up to the night of Monday
29th, and after that night, some position 
east of the South Mountain, and he wiII 
be amazed at the skill and genius display
ed in the mind of the one man planning, 
directing and controlling the whole. I 
will also detail the corresponding move
ments of tho Army of the Potomac, that 
the equal skill of its commander may be 
Eeen. r will commence with 

SATURDAY, JUNE 20Tll. 

r have been unable to leam the preciso 
tlay when the divisions of Generals 
Rbotles autl Early crossetl tbe Potomac 
iuto Maryland. '.rhey had defeated MIl
roy at Winchester on the 13th and 14th, 
and crossed the Potomac eitber on Satur
day, the 20th, or Sunday,21st. From all 
the information I have l>een able to gather 
this crossing occurred on Saturday, and 
.probably on Sunday also. At Hagers
town on Monday, 22d, these two Divisions 
connected with Jenkins and proceeded 
down the valley by different roatls. 

Gen. Knipe was sent from Harrisburg 
with parts of two New York regiments to 
Cham berslmrg. 

SUXDAY , ~l ST. 

Gan. Lee this day issued hi:! first Gener
al Order (No. 72, given hereafter) relating 
to the conduct of his army and the regula
tions to be observed in procuring supplies. 

The New York Militia this day entered 
and passed through town. 

l\IUNDAY,22D. 

The remaining division-Johnson's~f 
Ewell's Corps crossed the Potomac, part 
at Shepherdstown and the balance at Wil
liamsport, and formed a junction at Ha
gerstown. At that place Early's division 
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deflected to the east and passed on down 
tbe valley by Waynesboro' and Funks
town, coming out into the pike leading 
from this place toGettysburg atGreenwood. 
It then crossed the South Mountain reach
ing Gettysburg on Friday, the 26th, and 
York 011 Sunday, 28th. 'fhe advance of 
tbis force was commanded by Gen. Gor
don. After entering this latter place a 
detachment was sellt forward to Wrights
ville on the western bank of the Susque
hanna, with the probable intention to 
seize the bridge crossing the river there 
and probably to plunder Columbia on 
the eastern bank. After a skirmish with 
the rebels, Col. Frick, in command of the 
Union forces, set fire to the bridge and 
thus prevented any further advance in 
that direction. It was by General Early's 
order that the iron works of Hon. Thad
deus Stevens, situated at the foot of the 
South Mountain on the Gettysburg pike, 
were destroyed while passing that wa.y to
wards Gettysburg. This will be noticed 
more fullv hereafter. 

Avother detachment from Ewell's 
corps, under Gen. Stuart, turned to the 
west and crossed the Cove Mountain into 
Fulton ~ounty, taking possession of Mc
Connellsburg to watch that part of Mil
roy's command which had escaped from 
Winchester to Bloody Hun. Gen. Imbo
lien, previous to Lee's crossing the 
Potomac, was sent with .his cavalry, 
numbering about 3,300 mell, to Cumber
land, Md., with instructions to sweep
eastwardly down the Baltimore & Ohio 
railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal, and destroy all the bridges, depots 
and canal boats and locks as far as Mar
tinsburg. After the execution of this 
order he crossed the ri ver at Hancock and 
penetrated the valley west of the Cove 
Mountain to McConnellsburg, where tor 
the present we will leave him. He, how
ever, will appear in importantconnections
fUtther on in this tlarrative. 

On this day Gen. Ewell issued his 
Order (No. 49, giveu hereafter) in relation 
~o th~ behavior of his troops during the 
IUvaslOn. 

During this day the advance under 
Jenkins and Rhodes reached Greencastle. 
Gen . Jenkins sent forward a reconnoiter
ing party as far as Marion, at which place 
they captured Mr. D. K. Appenzellar, 
who had just returned from service with 
the 126th Hegiment Penna. Volunteers, 
and was on his way to this place, mounted 
u~o.n an excellent horse, to join some 
mllttary organization here. After his 

f capture, Mr. AppellzelJar was closely 
t 9ue<stionedas tothenumberoftroops then 

In Chambersburg. Having been in the 
hatt~r place a day or two previously, and 

aVlDg heard a rumor that Gen. Couch 

was coming up from Harrisburg with a 
force of twenty thousand men, he repeated 
this story to them. 'fhey at once fell 
back to the main body,and in the hearing 
of Mr. Appenzellar communicated this 
intelligence to those in command. About 
this time the bold, dashing New York 
cavalrymen from Fulton county, under 
their intrepid leader, put in an appear
ance, and at once a scene of great excite
ment ensued. The audacity with which 
these cavalrymen dashed towards the 
rebels led them to suppose that they 
were the advand guard of a large body, 
add naturally they su pposed that body was 
Gen. Couch's twenty thousand men. A 
line of battle was at ouce hastily formed. 
Fences were torn down to the right and 
left of the Greencastle road, and Hhodes' 
infantry took a position upon the high 
ground of Mr. John Kissecker's farm, 
about a half mile this side of Greencastle. 
Jenkins threw his cavalry forward and 
formed a skirmish line upon the land of 
Mr. Woo· Flemming, about a quarter of a 
mile from the infantry. Gen. Jenkins 
established his headquarters in Mr. Flem
ming's house. As soon as the Union cav
alry came within range of their gUllS, fire 
was opened upon them. and for a time the 
noise and clatter were lively. A sister of 
Mr. Flemming, going to the window to 
look out, barely escaped a ball which came 
crashing in the glass right beside her 
head. As soon a" the dash and curiosity
of these bold riders were satisfied they 
withdrew out of range, and the rebels fear
ing it to be a Yankee trick to draw them 
into an ambuscade. did not pursue. Mr. 
Anpenzellar says that of all the bold and 
fearless soldiers he ever saw-and he saw 
many and had large experience during 
the war-these New York cavalrymen
exceeded any in these qualities. And had 
they gone but a very short distance furth
er they would have come into a cross fire 
which would have swept them all away. 
Their foresight and understanding, how
ever, were equal to their courage, and they 
knew when to stop. 

This skirmish has been claimed by some 
to have been the first battle of the war 
UpOll Penm,ylvania soil. If the affair 
which occurred in McConnellsburg be
tween this same body of cavalry and a 
detachment of rebels, supposed. to have 
bet9n from Jenkins' force, tookplace .a~ the 
time stated, of which I am not pOSItively 
certain, then it was the second battle. If 
the rebel force engaged at McConnellsburg 
was not a detachment from Jenkins' 
command, but from some other l.ater on 
in the invasion, then the affatr llear 
Greencastle was the first of the war upon 
our soil. The result of this battle-if it 
can properly be called such- was on~ man 
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killed and one wounded. The killed was 
Corporal Rile. He was shot through the 
upper lip, the ball passing through his 
head. His blood bespattered the paling 
fence near Mr. Flemming's dwelling. 
The wounded was Lieut. Cafferty. He 
was shot through the leg. No casualties 
were known on the rebel side. 'rhese 
brave New Yorkers will be again introdu
ced to our readers in a subsequent chapter, 
in a scene enacted near this same historic 
place, but under widely different circum
stances. 

We return now to the camp of the 
New York soldiers near Chambers
burg. About 5 o'clock in the afternoon of 
this same day a great commotion was 
observed all over the camp. The officers 
were running around, and in an excited 
manner giving commands. The soldiers 
at the guns hastily abandoned them, and 
the whole command hurriedly left and 
marched to town and embarked upon a 
train in readiness for them, leaving guns, 
caissons, tents, &c., standing. Word had 
been brought, probably by Ilome of the 
cavalrymen already spoken of, of the 
proximity of the rebel infantry and caval
ry. Our home guard, by direction of Col. 
McClure, then in line with other of our 
~itizens, hauled the guns and caissons to 
town and placed them upon the train with 
the panic-stricken soldiers. Two of these 
soldiers were taken with nervous spasms, 
and one of them, unable to proceed with 
his comrades, was taken to the residence 
of Mr. Emannel Kuhn on East Market 
street, where he remained concealed dur
ing all the period of the invasion and 
until after the retreat of the rebels after 
the battle of Gettysburg. The authorities, 
under whose command this regiment was 
acting, were aware of the situation, and 
gave them timely notice to leave, but 
there was no occasion f,n' their hasty 
flight, for the next morning before Jen
kins' cavalry appeared some of our citizens 
went out and brought in their tents and 
camp equipage. Among these were 
boxes of sardines and other delicacies, 
more suitable for a picnic than for the 
stern realities of the camp.

Some of thpse New Yorkers wen thorne 
and complained of the bad treatment 
which they had received. Some years 
after the close of the war I heard one of 
them tell to a number of admiring listtkrs 
in a store in New York of their treatment, 
and saying that our citizens charged them 
for the water they t1rank. It did not take 
me long to take the romance out of his 
story. It is not pleasant to supplement 
the statement of the heroism of the gal
lant cavalrymen from this same State 
with this delineation of cowardice and 
misrepresentation, for doubtless many of 

these men were moved by the highest 
considerations of patriotism to rush to our 
border for our defense, but the statement 
I !lave given is one link in the chain of 
history of that exciting period which I 
dare not omit, and for the truth of which 
several of our most reliable citizens, who 
were eye-witnesses of it, stand ready to 
corroborate if called upon. 

'.fUEsDAY, 23D. 
On Tuesday morning, at about nine or 

ten o'clock, Gen. Jenkins again entered 
our town. Unlike his former entrance, 
which was in the'nightand under evident 
alarm, and were made with a wild rush 
down our streets, he this time came in 
slowly and confidently. A part of his 
force proceeded on down towards Ship
pensburg and others remained in the town. 
Shortly after his arrival he issued an order 
for a large amount of provisions for his 
command, all of which was to be brought 
to the Court House pavement in a short 
time. Of course we had to respond to this 
order and like the citizens of Greencastle, 
who in response to a similar demand, were 
all of one mind and brought onions, so we 
all seemed to have been moved by one 
idea ,and that was that this was a good 
time to get rid of old bacon, and sides and 
jowls, with a sprinkling of bread were 
brought in sufficient quantities to meet 
the occasion. This requisition, like his 
former one for firearms, was accompanied 
with the threat that all who did not com
ply would have their houses searched; 
and as flitch after flitch and jowl after 
jowl was deposited upon the grea3y pile, 
the name of the unwilling contributor to 
the stomach of the Southern Confederacy 
was taken down. It would be an inter
esting item of news to see that list, and 
ascertain who all were in the bacon busi
ness that day, but as I have not a copy of 
it lam compelled toneny my readers that 
gratification. ' 

About one or two hours after the eu
trance of Gen, Jenkins, the sound of 
mUllic was heard up Main street. Rhode's 
division of infantry, preceded bya band of 
musicians playing "Dixie," made its ap' 
pearance, coming over the brow of the 
hill by the Reformed church. This was 
the first rebel infantry tbat had ever pene
trated a free 8tate. 

As to the precise day when the first 
infantry entered our town, there is some 
t1iflerence of opiniou ; and upon this fact 
I have experienced the only difficulty in 
harmonizing the several accounts before 
me. Some few of our citizens, and one 
record made at the time, fix upon 
'Wednesday, 2-!tl:!, the day after Jenkins' 
entrance, as the day. The evidence, hoW
ever, in favor of Tuesday, 23d, is so over-
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whelming that I am constrained to decide 
upon that day. That evidence is as fol
lows: 

1. The recollections of some our citi
zens. 

2. The editorial of Col. McClure iu the 
F1"anklin Repository of July 15th. 1863. 
Col. McClure says: "On the 23d, a por
tion of his (Ewell's) command reached 
this place, and ('n the 24th, Gen. Rwell 
himself arrived. 

;}. The statement of Professor Jacobs 
in his Battle of Gettysbur.q. On page 12, 
Professor Jacobs says: "During the fore
noon of this day (Tuesday, 23d) Gen. 
Rhodes' Division entered and occupied 
Chambersburg. 

4. On this day-Tuesday-the head of 
Early's division, which marched parallel 
with Rhodes, but by the road through 
Waynesboro' and Funkstown, reached 
Greenwood. It is 110t to be supposed that 
it would be a day in advance of its sup
porting division. 

5. 'rhe advance of Rhodes' division 
reached Carlisle ou Thursday, 25th. 

'rhis they could not have done in one 
day from Chambersburg.

'l'hroughout the remaining part of this 
day-Tuesday, 23d-our street was at no 
time clear of soldiers. Regiment after 
regiment and brigade after brigade, with 
immense trains of artillery and wagons, 
were continually passing, until, according 
to one account handed me,10,gOO men
infantry, artillery and cavalry-passed 
through and on down the valley towards 
Harrisburg. 

During the afternoon of this day, a raid 
of a most;. shameful and yet ludicrous 
character occurred in the neighborhood of 
where the new depot now stands. Upon 
the site of this depot stood a large frame 
bUilding, once used as a forwarding or 
railroau freight warehouse. In this build
ing were stored a large amount of govern
ment stores, such as crackers, beans. 
bacon, &c. The rebels had not yet found 
these stores, and some of our people-most
ly those who resided in the eastern part of 
the town, and had no SCruples againstof taking anything from Uncle Sam tbeyIe's COUld, rather than have the rebels ta1!:eI of them-made a raid upon these stores andap> 
in a short time cleaned out the whole~he stock. Men, women and children camf3Ivas running in crowds, and a general scramblene- took place, and upon every street and alley 
leading from the warehouse persons were 
seen carrying bacon and rolling barrels of 
crackers and beans. In the general melee 
some came in contact with others, and 
scolding, kicking and fighting ensued. 
One woman in rolling away a barrel of 
?rackers came in contact with another roll
l~g away a similar pri7.e, and, crowding 

ver

her too much, she turneu arouud and 
kicked at the other, but not being ac
quainted with the laws of gravitation amI 
momentum, missed her aim and went 
sprawling backward over her own barrel. 
By the time she had gathered herself up 
some one had rolled away her prize, at 
which a general fi~ht set in. A reliable 
witness to whom I am indebted for this 
description of this shameful and ludicrouR 
occurrence, assures me of its correctness, 
and says that he saw one man roll away 
four barrels and put them in his cellar. 

WEDNESDAY, 24th. 
Throughout this day long columns of 

infantry and artillery. with the usual ac
companimentsofimmense trains of wagons 
and cattle, streamed through our streets, 
following those of toe preceding day down 
the Harrisburg pike. About ten o'clock 
a carriage drawn by two horses came down 
street and stopped in front of the Frank
lin hotel, then kept by Mr. Daniel Trostle. 
One of the occupants of this carriage was 
a thin, sallow-faced man with strongly 
marked Southern features and a head and 
physiognomy which clearly indicated cul
ture, refinement:>wdgenius. When he came 
out of his carriage it was discovered that 
he had an artificial limb and used a crutch. 
After making his way into the hotel, he 
was at once surrounded by some six or 
eight gentlemanly looking persons who 
constituted his staff, and in the front room 
of this hotel he established his headquar
ters. This intellectual, but crippled sol
dier, was Lieutenant General R. S. Ewell, 
the commander of the second corps of the 
army of Northern Virginia. 

Gen. >Ewell was a graduate of "Vest 
Point, and was for some time a civil engi
neer on the Columbia Railroad in this 
State. He had been at one time stationed 
at Carlisle in charge of the U. S. Barracks 
there. Soon aftel' the commencement of 
the rebellion he joined the rebel cause, and 
rapidly rose to the position of r~ieut. Gen
eral. He lost a leg at the second battle of 
Bull Run and, it was said, when he rode 
un horseback that he was always strapped 
to his norse. After the death of Stone
wall Jackson, he became the commander 
of that corps, and was at the time I am 
writing of in Chambersburg in command 
of the advance corps of the Army of 
Northprn Virginia on its way to its 'Ya
terloo. 

But Gen. Ewell was a man of business, 
and among his first acts wa!! to seize the 
large public school house on King street, 
adjoining the jail, for a hospital. This was 
followed by a requisition upon some of the 
hotels for a number of beds, which were 
taken to this building and the sick of his 
corps was placpd thereon. A Provost Mar
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shall was appointed, with headquarters in 
the Court House, and from the cupalo
hung a rebel tiag. This was tbe only bated 
symbol of the Confederacy wbich was put 
up anywhere in the town. A summons 
was also sent for the business men to con
vene in the parlor of the bank, and the 
few who had not tied upon the approach 
of the foe repaired there. After assem
hling, three of Ewell's staff officers joined 
us and opened up their business. By the 
authority of Gen. Ewell the following
requisitions were laid before us: 

'1'0 the Authorities of Chambersbul'g, Pa. 
HEADQUA,RTERS 2ND ARlIIY CORPS, I 

June 24th, 1863. S 

By direction of Lieut. Gen. R. S. Ewell, 1 
require the tollowing articles: 

5,000 Suits of Clothing, inehHling Hats, Boots 
and Shoes. 

100 good Salldles. 
100 good Bridles. 
5,000 Bushels of Grain (corn or oats.) 
10,000 Ibs. Sale Leather. 
10,000 Its . Hore Shoes. 
400 Its. Horse Shoe Nails. 
Also, the use of printing office aml two print

ers to report at once. All articles, except grain, 
will be delivered at the Court House Square, at 
3 o'clock, P. 1l1. to-day, and grain by 6 o'clock, 
P. M. to-day. 

J. A. HARMON, 
],.f~. and C. Q. 1lI. 2nd Corps D. Arm. 

HEADQUARTERS 2ND. ARJlIY CORPS, ( 
June 24th, 186:t 5 

By the command of Lieut. Gen. R. S. Ewell, 
the citizens of Chambersburg will furnish thc 
following articles by 3 o'clock this afternoon: 

6,000 Ibs. Lead. 
10,000 Its. Harness Leather. 
:;0 Boxes of Tin. 
1,000 Curry Combs and Brushes. 
2,000 Ibs. Picket Rope. 
<l00 Pistol s. 
All thf' Caps and ]>owder in tOW11. 
AIRO, all thf' Npn,t's Foot Oil. 

\VJll. ALLEN, ,11. ((n17 C. 

HEADQ1'ARTERS 2ND ARMY CORP!>, ( 
,Tune 24th, 186~. \ 

By direction of Lieut. 01'11. n. R. EWI'll, the 
following n,re (l!'man(l!'<1 : 

:;0,000 Its. Brl'a<1. 
100 Racks Sa.lt. 
:\0 Banels :M:olaSRf'H. 
,iOO Barrf'ls Flonr. 
:?5 Rarrels \~in(lgnr. 
:![i Barrels Bpalls. 
25 Barrels Dried Fruit. 
~5 Barrels Sn,urkraut. 
25 Barrels Potatoes. 
11,000 Ibs. Coff(,f·. 
10,000 Ibs. Sugar. 
100,000 Ills. Harll Bread. 

'l'his last requisition is without signa
tnfE'; it was probably omitted in copying 

it lor the press. It was, however, pre
sented by .Maj. Hawke's Quartermaster 
General of Ewell's Corps, who was pres
ent and presented it in person. These req
uisitions, as well as the General Orders is
sued by Lee and Ewell, which will be in
troduced further .on in this narrative, I 
have taken from the Franklin RepoS'itory 
of July 8th and 15th, 1863. Col. M'Qlure 
was editor and proprietor of the Reposi
tory at that time. and being intimate with 
the late G. R. MeEsersmith, in whose 
hands these requisitions were left, be cop
ied them into his journal either from the 
originals or copies furnished by Mr. Mess
ersmith. As to Lee's and Ewell's orders, 
they had been Jiberallydistributed through
out the town, and at the time of their re
publication in the Repository, they could 
have been easily obtained. It Is a fortu
nate circumstance that these important pa
pers have been thus preserved, for their 
!;carceity now, if not their entire disap
pearance from the possession of any, may 
be inferred from the fact that notwith
standing I advertised through PUBLIC 
OPINION for them, I had but one response, 
and tbat was one of the originals of Ew
ell's General Order in the possession of Miss 
M. E. Heffieman, of this place. My recol
lections of these papers are such that I am 
pC3itive in the statement that they are 
correct and faithful copies of the originals. 

After an introduction to the three offi
cers, and the reading of the papers, there 
was a period of silence. Here was a chance 
for bus-iness on a magnificent scale, but ~he 
termsdid not seem to be satisfactory. Then, 
too, it was a little out of season for saur
kraut, but our Southern visitors seemed to 
think that as they were among "the Penn
sylvania Dutch," that luxury could be had 
the whole year round. They did notknow 
tbatlike their "Hog anll Hominv" saur
kraut was specially a home dish, and nev
er set beforE' strangers. Judlre Kimmell, 
who had acted as .Provost Marshal the 
year previous, and had been appOinted by 
Gov. Curtin to superintend affairs llere 
during the war, was, by common consent, 
permitted to act"as spokesman, and taking 
upthe papersandscanni[lgthem for awhile 
threw them down upon the table, saying: 
"Wby, gentlemen, you must suppose that 
we are made of these tbings-ten-thou
sand-pounds - oj Sole Leather-ten
thousancZ-pounds-oj-Harness Leath!>?' 
-one-hundred-thousand-pounds-oj
b1'ead-twenty-five - barrels - of-satt?"
kraut-it is utterly out of our p(')wer to 
furnish these things, and now, if you are 
going to burn us out you will only have to 
do it. That's all I have to say about it." 
Whether the Judge's anger was excited by 
tbe disproportion between the amount of 
sanrluaut and the hrt'arl, 01' wiwthE'r he 
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feared this demand would exhaust ther 
market of his favorite dish, I am not able 
to say. The officers, however, did not be
come in the least excited, and replied, 
"Why, gentlemen, weare no vandals; we 
have not come here to burn and plunder, 
but to wage an honorable warfare. We have'I studied the Census Reports, and know thee 
resources of your county, and now if the 
town cannot furnish these things, send outt 
throughout the cou nty and bring them in."e 
"How can we send out," replied the Judge; 
"we have no horses, and all that have not 

I

e 
been sent away have been taken by your1
men." "Well," said one of tbe officers,

~ , 
"it will not do for you to say that you can1
not furnish these articles; Gen. Ewell will!
not receive such a reply. You must sayd 
just what you can do, and now we will 
give you time to consult together, and let 
those who deal in the same articles get to
gether and make out a written repurt of 
what they can furnish, and we will meet 
here again in two hours to receive these 
reports." 

At this we scattered, and the business of 
stock-taking was at once begun. I went 
at once to consult the other merchants in 
town in relation to the groceries demand
ed, for at that time and up to the burning 
of the town, the dry goods merchants all 
dealt in groceries; but I could not find one 
of them. Most of tbem had gone off upon 
the approach of the r~bels. I then sat 
down and wrote out my report about thus: 

"Gentlemen, There are in our cellar the 
folluwing articles. (Then followed the 
number of ho~sheads and barrels, tapped 
and untapped, of syrup and molasses,
the amount of sugar, &c.) I have gone 
around town and tried to see other dealers 
iu these articles, but have failed to find 
one of them. I now submit the question 
to you whether it would be rilrht to take 
all our stock to meet your requisition, or 
let the burden fall equally upon all." Sign
ing our firm name to this paper, I went 
over to the bank and handed it to Judge 
Kimmell, telling him of its contentf'. At 
the time appointed the citizens again cou
vened with the officerf> in the parlor of the 
bank, but another requisition was laid upon 
the table from the Chief of the Signal 
Corps, calling for a first-class field glass, 
adapted for night service. Among the re
ports handed in was one from that well-re
membered dealer in made up clothing, 
Mr. Marks Fellheimer. He had called to 
his as'3istance Rev. J. Dickson to write 
o';1t his report, and proposed to furnish as 
hiS quota about five vests, two pairs of 
pants and three jackets, saying, "indeed, 
)lr. Dickson, that's all I've got." When 
the officers came Judge Kimmell handed 
them the papers, calling special attention 
to the one handed in by me. We were di

rected to remain until Gen. Ewell hall 
time to examine the reports. In about half 
an hour one of the officers returned, saying 
that Gen. Ewell directed that everyone of 
us should go at once to his place of busi
ness, and he would seud a guard to exam
ine for themselves. Standing in front of 
our store, key ill hand, ready to unlock the 
door when called upon, Maj. Hawkes rid
ing by, stopped and said, "You are Mr. 
Hoke, are you not 't Gen. Ewell says that 
you have made the only satisfactory re
port, and your groceries will not be dis
turbed. It may be necessary for us to 
have a barrel or two of that New Orleans 
molasses. but otherwise you shall not be 
disturbed." A sbort time after this squads 
of six or eight men, under command of an 
officer, were seen going here and there 
throughout the town examining the con
tentsofstores, shops and cellars. When one 
of these squads came to our store, and the of

. ficer in command ordered me to unlock the 
door. I told him what Maj. Hawkes had 
told me. He replied, "That's all ri!?:ht; I 
have my orders; open your door." When 
the door was opened he gave an order, 
when a soldier was placed at each side of 
the door, and crossing their bayonets, no 
one wa& permitted to enter but the officer. 
He went back to the rear end of the store, 
and without attempting to examine any 
place, came out and told me to lock the 
door, saying, "All right now; you will not 
be disturbed." He did not enter the cellaL' 
at all. After these squads had reported at 
headquarters. Grocery, Drug, Hardware. 
Book and Stationary, Clothing, Boot and 
Shoe, and other stores, were relieved of a 
considerable part of their contents. In 
some cases payment was made in confed
erate scrip. In this work of plunder, 
Major Todd, a brother of t!le wife of our 
bonored President, Lincoln, seemed to be 
the leading spirit. During this day he 
came near losing his Iife, .for whileattemp
ting to force an entrance into the cellar of 
Dr. Richards, his daughter flourished an 
axe over his head, and threatened to split
it open if he persevered, when the misera. 
ble miscraant ingloriously tied. 
It is out of my power to give any esti

mate of the amount of property taken 
from our citizens on that day, and on oth
er days during the invasiun. 'fhis much 
can be f>aid, that many persons who had 
toiled and economized for years and years 
tocrether to gain an. honorable support for 
th'emEelves l.\nd families, wtlre ruined finan
cially, and although the most of them 
started again in a smaller way, they never 
recovered from the losses of that day, and 
some of them, after meeting other lo~ses 
were finall y burned out a year later, and 
died in povertv. I am aware that the ap
propriation of this property for the use of 
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the army was in accoruance with the rules 
of war, but why it is that the government,
which reimburses loyal men in the South 
-and it is feared in mtmy cases rebels also 
-for losses sustained, refuses as much to 
our loyal people here, seems a Droblem 
hard to sol ve. -

Ou tbe day following tbis plunderof our 
town, Maj. Hawkes rode up to meand told 
me tbat be was under the necessity of hav
ing two barrels of our New Orleans molas
ses. Tbese be took, paying me in confed
erate scrip. After tbis our cellar was un
disturbed until the following Sunday, wben 
it was cleaned out, as shall be related in its 
proper place. In paying me for tbis mo
lasses, Maj. Hawkes told me tbat be was 
born, I think, in New York, but for a 
number of years bad been engaged in tbe 
manufacture of carriages in Obarlestown, 
West Virginia. Dr. Haycock, oftbis place, 
te)]sme tbat be was intimately acquainted 
with bim; that be was an excellent man, 
and tbat during the occupancy of Manas
sas Junction by the confederate forces in 
the winter of 1861-3, be visited that camp 
and saw bim tbere. Wben bere he. bad 
his Eon-a boy of probably 12 to 14 years 
of age-witb bim. He asked me to give 
tbis boy a pair of pant!!, and seeing that he 
needed them badly, I purcbased a second
hand pair for bim. This boy, too, when be 
came for tbe pants, seeing my wife baking 
breau, asked for a loaf, saying tbat flour 
was issued to them, and tbey bad to bake 
for tbemselves, and he was tired of fresb 
cakes. 

As nearly as I can recollect it was to 
Major Hawkes tbat I gave tbe letters con
taining the messages of the wounded reb
eh! on South Mountain, referred to in cbap
tel' 6. 

Among the things demanded of our 
town in the requisitions made, as will 
have been seen, was "the use of a :Printing 
office and two .printers" to do some print
ing for the invading army. And as no 
response was made to this demand, the 
printing fraternity were dealt with as the 
merchants and shopkeepers. A .guard in 
charge of an officer was sent out to take 
possession of some one of our printing es
tablisbments, and the office of the Re
JQ1'med Messenger-t.he printing estab
lishment of that church, then located in 
the building knowu as the Mansion 
House, and standing where the cigar 
store of Mr. H. B. Hatnick and the dry 
goods establishment of Messrs. Hollar & 
Appenzellar now standS-Wits chosen. 
'fhe officer in charge of this guard called 
at the residence of Mr. Samuel Etter, on 
East Market street, in which Mr. M. A. 
Foltz, the editor and proprietor of PUBLIC 
OPDUON, and at that time employed as 
foreman in this office, resided, and inform· 

ad him of the object of his visit. He 
proposed to Mr. Foltz to superintend the 
execution of the work tbey wished to 
have done, assuring him that if he com
plied with tbis request a guard would be 
placed to protect the property, and that 
nothing would be taken from it; other
wise forcible possession would be taken 
and no guarantee would be given as to the 
contents of the building. At that time 
paper and printing material were very 
bigb, and the office baving a large stock 
of expensive paper on hand for an edition 
of a book they were publishing, Mr. 
Foltz at once saw the propriety of accept
ing tbe proposition, and witbout waiting 
for tbe consent of Dr. S. R. Fisher, the 
editor of the Messenger and Business 
Manager of the establishment, be proceed
ed to the office, calling to his assistance 
Mr. Henry Ricbter, another compositor 
of the house. The task required of them 
was the printing of a large number of 
General Orders issued by Generals Lee 
and Ewell, several thousand parole papers 
intended for the parolement of tbe prison
ers they expected to take, and a large 
amount of other blank work for the use of 
the army. The execution of this work 
took severaldays, and when it was com
pleted war prices were cbarged and the 
bill paid in Confederate scrip. Dr. Fisber, 
whose financial ability was unsurpassed 
by no other person in tbe community, 
succeeded in some way of disposing of this 
worthless paper at twenty-five cents 011 

the dollar. '!'his was the best conducted 
business transaction with the Oonfederates 
that occuraed bere during the invasion, 
and it was only surpassed by one other, 
which occurred in the Valley of Virginia 
-and by a preacber, too, about this same 
time-which will be related further on in 
this narrative. 

Among the first papers th"t were print. 
ed at that time, and profusely scattered 
throughout the town and army, were 
some General Orders issued by Generals 
Lee and Ewell. Some of these had been 
written before the army reached this 
place, but were only printed and circula
ted bere. The first of these orders was 
one by General Lee, and bore date of 
June 21st. 'fhis was on the preceding 
Sabbath, and before tbat part of the army 
wbich Gen. Lee was with bad crossed the 
Potomac. Its object was, as will be seen 
by its perusal, to define the general plan 
of the operations of his army while in our 
State in procuring supplies. This plan. 
to the credit of Gen. Lee be it said, 
designed to confine the demands of bis 
army, and tbe methods to be elBployed in 
securing them, within the limits of 
lized warfare. Tbe execution of these 
demands, however, would bear heavily 
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upon the people where his army would 
march, but would and did prevent enter
ing private houses, and the indiscriminate 
plundering of private property. This 
order was as follows: 

HEADQU.\RTERS AJury OF NC>RTHERN)
YIRGINIA. . ~ 

June 21st, 186:1. ~ 
Gencml Orders Ko. 72.-'Vhile in the ene· 

my's country, the following regulations for 
!ll:ocuring supplies will be strictly obsen-ed, 
and any yiolation of them !»,om}ltly and vigor. 
pusly punished: 

I. No private property shall 11C injlll'ctl or 
M~troy('(l by any person belonging to or con· 
nected with the army, or taken, except 11y the 
officer hereinafter deSignated. 

IT. The chiefs of the Commissary, Quarter. 
master, Ordnance and Medical departmeuts of 
the army will make requisitions upon the local 
authorities or inhabitants for the necessary 
supplies for their respective departments, des· 
ignating the places and times of deliyery. All 
persons complying with such requi 'itious shall 
he paid the market price for the articles fur. 
uishe{l, if they so deSire, and the officer making 
such payment shall make <luplicate rcceil1ts 
for the same, specifying the name of the per~on 
paid, and the quantity, kind, and price of tlU' 
property, one of which receipts shall be at 
IInce forwarded to the chief of the department 
to which such officer is attached. 

III. Should the authorities or inhabitants 
neglect or refuse to comply with snch requisi 
tion, the supplills required shall be taken from 
the neal'est inhabitantR so l'P,fusing, hy the 
nrllprR anclnn<ler the ,lircetions of thE'rPR1Wt·. 
til'e chiefs of the dellartments named. 

IV. 'Vhf'n any command is detachet1 froln 
th~ main body, the chiefs of the several 
dfpartments or such commanll will procure 
snpplies for the same, and such other stores as 
they may be ordered to provide, in the manner 
and subject to the provision8 herein prescribed, 
reporting their action to the heatls of their 
respecth'e departments, to which they will 
liJrwanl duplicates of all vouchers given 01' 
r"ceiYeu. 

Y. All persous who shall Ilecline to receive 
payment for property furnished 011 requisitions, 
:Lilli all from whom it shall be necessary to 
take stores or supplies, shall be furnished by 
the officers receiving or taking the same with a 
l't!ceil1t specifying the kind and the quantity of 
the ]JrO}lerty received or taken, as the case 
may he, the name of the person from whom it 
WllS rpceive<lor taken, the commaml for th(' 
ns!' of which it is intended, and the market 
price. A duplicate of said receipt shall be at 
<lnce for\\"a1'l1ed to the chief of the c1ellartmf'llt 
to which the officer bv whom it is executed is 
attached. • 

YI. If any persoll shall remove or conceal 
Jlroperty necessary for the use of the army, or 
:l~tempt to do so, the officers hereinbefore men· 
honed will cause such property and all other 
property belonging to such persons that may 
he, requi~~l by the army, to be seized, and the 
n~lc(>r SClzlIlg the same "ill forthwith report to 
th,· ..hit·f of his department the kind, quantity 

and market price of the property so 'eized, alltl 
the name of the owner. 

By command of Gen. n. E. IJee. 
R H. CHILTON,.A. A. anrl I. G. 

On the da.y following this Order by Geo. 
Lee, Gen. Ewell, the remainder of whose 
Corps crossed the Potomac on this dayand 
Jed the advance into our State, issued the 
following general order: 

HEA))QU·ARTJmS 20 CouP>;, ~ 
Army of Northern Yirginia, Jnnp22d, 18G;l. 5 

General Orders, No. .W-In moving in the 
('nemy's country thp utmost rir('umspection 
:md vigilance are necessary for the safety of 
the army and the success of the great object it 
has to accomplish depends upon the observance 
oi'themostrigiddiscipline. TheLieut General 
commanding, therefore, most earnestly ,tllpeals 
to the officers and men of his command, who 
have attested their bravery and devotion to thp 
ranse of their country on so many battle fields, 
to yield a ready aC(luiescence in the rnles 
required by the exigencies of the case. 

All straggling amI maranding from th(' 
ranks, ancl all maramling aml phmtlering hy 
in.dividnals are prohibitetl, upon pain of till' 
HPyerest penalties known to the sen-icc. 

What is requh'ed for the ns[' of the al'my will 
he taken under regulatio!lfl to be est..'\blishp!11l,Y 
the COlUmanding General, arcol'lling to the 
nlles of civilized warfare. 

Citizens of the Country throngh which the 
army may pass, 'who are not in the military 
servicp, are admonished to abstain from all 
nrts of ]Iostility, upon the penalty of Iwing 
dealt with in a snmmary mannpr. A rpally 
acquiescpnrp to th(' tlpmamls of thp military 
authorities will spryI' grt'atly til Ip~s('n till' 
rigors of war. 

Bv commaml of 
- Lieut. Gf'll. Jt. H. EWELL. 

A. L. PENDI,ETON, .A . .A. Gen. 

'fhis order was evidently issued by Gen. 
Ewell in ignorance of Lee's order to the 
same effect. This is accounted for in the 
fact that Ewell was not with I,ee, but in 
the advance with his troops. 

On 'Wednesday, 2-!th, shortly after 
Ewell's arrival bere, and two days after 
issuing the Orller just given, he issued an 
Order, which, it will be seeu, was design
ed to prevent hiS men from seizing upon 
the liquors here and becoming intoxicated. 
It is to be regretted that this Order was 
not made permanent in our place for all 
time to come. 'fhe following is that 
OrdeJ': 

HEADQuAUTEnS 20 C()nI'S, ~ 
Army of ~'orthern Yiq.,<inia, 

CHAMBEnSBl'"RG, June 2-Uh, 1863. 
(Jeneml Orr/ers.-I. The sale of into».;cating 

liquors to this command, witho~lt wr~tten per
mission from a Major General, IS strtctly pro
hibited. .. • 

II. Persons haying liquor in theIr possesslOn 

are required to report the fact to ~he Prov,ost 

Marshall, or the nearest general officer, statlOg 

thl' amolUlt aml kintl, that :t gnart[ l1Ia~' 1... 
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placed over it, al\(1 the lllen prevented fl.-om 
getting it. 

m. Any violation of Part I of these order~, 
or failure to comply with Part II, will be PUll
ished by the immediate confiscation of all 
liquors in the l)OSsession of the offending par
ties, beside rendering their other property 
liable to seizure. 

IV. Citizens of the countr.r through which 
the army may pass, who are not in the milita
ry service, are admonished to abstain from all 
acts of hostility, upon tlte penalty of being 
dealt with in a summary manner. A ready 
acquiescence to the demands of the military 
authorities will sen'e to lessen the rigors of 
\var. 

By command of 
Lieut. Geu. R S. :EWELl•. 

A. S. PE~DT,ETOX, A. A. Generctl. 

I am not aware to wllat extent tllose 
having liquor in tbeir possession respond
ed to this requisition and reported the 
same at headquarters, but very soon after 
Ewell's entrance guards were stationed at 
all places where it was kept. If tbere 
were any cases of drunkenness amoug the 
wllole of tbe Soutbern army, I did not see 
[l, single instance. One of our citizens 
now residing bere-Mr. Jobn F. Croft
at tbe time of tbis invasion, kept a whole
sale liquor store in one of tbe rooms of 
Franklin Hall. The guard stationed over 
bis liquors were always on hand and kept 
strict vigilance. Officers would some
times call for a gallon or two for hospital 
purposes. Mr. Croft says that not only 
during the day were these calls made, but 
frequently during tbe nigbt. Either tbe 
old and worn out plea of "a little for the 
stomach's sake" was em ployed as a pre
text, or else higb living and Conoco
cheague water did not agree with them. 
Still tbere was no drunkenness tbat we 
could see'; but tbat tbere was at least one 
case, wili be seen in the proceedings of the 
Court Martial of an officer hereinafter 
given.

It will be seen from these Orders of Lee 
and Ewell, that private property was to 
be respected, and in no case taken except 
wben needed by the army, and then only 
by officers specially charged for this duty 
and under the regulations 1Jrescribed. 
Candor compels me to state that, except in 
the plundering of our citizens by Long
street's Corps, and some few robberies com
mitted by stragglers while A.way from 
their commands, these bumane regula
tions were observed. The taki ng of gro
ceries, provisions, stationery, bard ware, 
bats, boots and shoes, drugs, borses, cattle, 
corn, (lats, hay, etc., was clearly within 
the rules of civilized warfare, and nothing 
more than our own army did in the 
enemy's country. And having been rec
ognized by the Government as beligerents 
in the exchange of prisoners, and in other 

ways, the Confederate army bad the right 
wbile in the enemy's country, to the 
usages accorded to beligerents. Tbis to 
their credit, be it said, tlley exacted of us 
without many acts of wanton and useless 
plunder. Longstreet's Corps wbile here, 
as I sball relate bereafter, made no formal 
demands but helped themselves to what
ever they wanted and could tind. I will 
add wbat truth and candor compels me to 
state, however distasteful it may be to 
Rome, tbat from all tbe conceptions I bad 
formed from bistory of tbe desolations 
produced by an invading army-i n a civil 
warfare especially, wbich is usually at
tended with more rancor and bitterness 
tban one between opposing Nations, tlIis 
invasion of our State widely differed. 
Except in some instances private houses 
were not entered with bostile intent, and 
then only by stragglers from the main 
columns. But one person-Mr. Strite
was killed. He resided some distauce 
from tbe road over \"I< bich the army pass
ed, some three miles south of town, and 
wbile standin g in his yard tbree stragglers 
from Hill's Corps came up to him and 
demanded his money, which be immedi
ately gave them. Soon afterward two 
more stragglers came and demanded 
money, and Ilaving no more, they killed 
and buried his body under a pile of 
manure. Hats, boots, watcbes and pocket
books were taken, but never in tbe pres
ence of an officer. Rev. Dr. B. S. 
Scbneck was caught on the outskirts of 
the town, and his pocket book containing 
about fifty dollars and a valuable gold 
watch were taken from him. The watch 
had been presented to him by a friend 
while in Europe a few years previously. 
Rev. Father Cullom of the Catbolic 
church was also robbed of bis boots and 
pocket book. It is said that wben be 
returned to town he used some language 
neither complimentary to the rebels nor 
in harmony with tile sanctity of his pro
fession. Other similar robberies were 
reported, but they were always by strag
glers and marauders. The rebels, bow
ever, had a way of confiscating hats, eveu 
in the presence ofofficers, which is wortby 
of mention. And as a specimen of the 
way it was usually done, I will relate tbe 
following case; On Saturday evening, 
the 24tll, while tbe Louisiana Tigers, as 
they were called, were marcbing past our 
store, Dr. Langbein and I sat upon our 
door step. Many of these so!diers had 
their miserable old slouched hats under 
their arms, and walked along bare-headed. 
Tbis was by mutual understanding and 
for a purpose as will sbortly appear. 
Some of tbese men had no bat at all, and 
it was for tbe purpose of capturing one 
that this ruse was resorted to. As we sat 
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thus upon the door step, the rebels leaving
the street because it was badly cut up and 
muddy and marchingupon the pavements, 
one of them grabbed the doctor's fine, 
sleek drab slouch hat and thrusting it. 
under his arm and crushing it all out of 
shape, marched on as ifnothing had occur
red. The doctor sprang to his feet and ran 
after him, when the officer in command, 
who was riding along in the street near 
where it occurred, rode up and said, 
"Show me the man who has taken your 
hat and I will see to it." But the men 
marched on in silence, the streaming col
umn dare not be interrupted, and unable 
to recognize either the man or his bat, be 
gave up the pursuit in disgust. There 
was considerable profanity and a mixture 
of English and Dutch when the doctor 
returned. 

Generals Hill's and Longstreet's corps 
this day crossed the Potomac, the former 
at Shepherdstown and the latter at Wil
liamsport,and united at Hagerstown-Hill 
in advance. 

With the purpose to preserve another 
important paper, although not directly 
connected with the operations of the Con
federates in this place, and to present the 
meanne~s and inhumanity of Gen. Early, 
one of Lee's Division Commanders, in con
trast with the humanity of Lee himself, 
I introduce bere the order, 01' address, of 
the former to the citizens of York ·during 
its occupancy by his troops. Be it remem
bered that this address was issued after 
i£arly had exacted of the people of York 
28,000 for the ransom of that place: 
To the citizens of YO/'k :-1 have abstained 

from burning the railroad buildings and car 
Rhops in your town, because, afterexamiuation, 
I am satisfied the safety of the town would be 
endangered; and, acting in the spirit of human
ity, which has ever characterized my Govern
ment and its military authorities, I do not de
sign to involve the innocent ill the same pun
ishment with the gUilty. Had I applied the 
torch without regard to consequences, I would 
have pursued a course that would h~we been 
vindicated as an act of retaliatiou for the IDany 
authorized acts ot: barbarity perpetrated by 
your own army upon our soil. But we do not 
war upou women and children, and I trnst the 
treatment you have met with at the hands of 
my soldiers will open your eyes to the mon
slrous iniquity of the war waged by your go,-
I'rnment upon the people of the Confederate 
states, and that you will make an cft'ort to shake 
ofrthe re,olting tyranny under which it is ap
parent to you all you are yOUl'selves undergo
lng. 

S. A. EARLY, :Maj. Gen. C. R. A. 

.This Gen. Early seems to have an in
stmct for burning the property of our peo
ple, which only needed an opportunity to 
manifest itself. It was he who issued tbe 

order to McCausland to burn Chambers
burg, and it was the same dastardly villain 
who burned the Caledonia Iron Works be
longing to Hon. Thaddeus Stevens, as pre
viously referred to. These works were sit
uated at the base of the South Mountain, 
about ten miles from this place, on the road 
leading to Gettysburg. 'l'hey consisted of 
a large Charcoal Furnace, Forge, Rolling 
lVIiII, Coal House, Shops, Stables, &c. Hon. 
John Sweney, at that time Mr. Stevens' 
business manager, gives me the following 
account of their destruction: On Tuesday, 
16th, while Jenkins occupied Chambers
burg, one of the marauding parties which 
went all about the county after horses and 
other plunder, visited these Iron Works, 
and after promising tbat they should not 
be destroyed if all the borses and mules 
were given up, left witb about forty valu
able animals with gears, &c. Mr. Hweney 
says they came near capturing Mr. Stev
ens himself, who was then on a visit, and 
had been taken hurridly away, ae:ainst his 
protests, to Shippensburg. On Tuesday, 
23d, the same day that Rhodes' divil,ion of 
Ewell's corps entered this place, the ad
vance of Early's division of the same 
corps reached Caledonia Iron Works, on 
its way to Gettysburg and York. Mr.. 
Sweney had a cOlJversation with Early as 
be sat on his horse on the bridge there, and 
endeavored to dissuade him from carrying 
out his threat to destroy the works. He 
told him that so far as Mr. Stevens was 
concerned, he would cave been better off 
if his work~ had been destroyed ten years 
before, but for the sake of the many poor
people who would be t , rown out of em
ployment,. he should spare the works. 
Early replied: "Tbat is not the wayYan
kees do business." He also said that Mr. 
Stevens was "an enemy of the South, in 
favor of confiEcsting their property and 
arming their negroes, and the property 
must be destroyed." He then placed a 
guard around it and gave special instruc
tions that it should not be destroyed until 
be gave the order. Early then returned 
to Greenwood, where he had his headquar
ters, but returned the next day and per
sonally detailed Col. French to apply the 
torch. The work of destruction was thor
oughly done, and soon all the works were 
in ashes. Mr. Stev('ns' loss was estimated 
at about 50,000. 

Chambersburg, has never, so far as I 
1>. now , been dishonored by the presence of 
Gen. Early. I have never seen bim, and 
do not particularly desire ever to do so. 
But if the choice of one of the rebel lead
ers to fall into the hands of Phil. Sheri
dan, had been left to me, Dext to Jeff Da
vis himself, I would bave selected Jubal 
A. Early as the right man for the right 
place. Long live Phil Sherida.n for the 



54 . Reminisccnces of thc TVar. 

repeated thrashicgs he gave to this ill-na
tured rebel and traitor. 

THURSDAY, 25TH. 
On this, as on the day previous, infant

ry, artillery and long trains of wagons 
passed through town and on down towards 
Harrisburg. As already stated the corps 
of Hill and Longstreet crossed the Poto
mac on the day previous-Wednesday, 
24th. It will thus be seen that the army 
which was moving into our State extend
ed from the Potomac to Shippensburg, a 
distance of forty miles. I have no hesita
tion in saying that if Early's Division, 
Stuart's and Imboden's cavalry, and other 
detachments from the army which passeu 
through here, had all been called in and 
added to the line, it would have extended 
nearly all the way from this place to Har
risburg. This may seem incredible, but 
its truthfulness will appear when I state 
that I shall have occasion hereafter to tell 
of one single wagon. train which extended 
from seventeen to twenty.jive miles, and an
other fourteen miles. No idea can be 
formed of the immensenes.s of an army 
such as Lee's, with its appendages, by any 
description which can be given. Actual 
observation alone can give an adequate 
idea of its magnitude. Pemit me here to 
digress from the order I have chosen, to 
give the following observations which may 
assist the reader in forming some concep· 
tions of this immense host. 

First, as is usually the case with armies 
on the march, came a brigade of cavalry, 
and after an interval, the different regi
ments and brigades composing a division. 
There were here and there along the line 
bands of excellent music. ":Cixie" and 
"My Maryland" were the favorite pieces 
played. 'rbese were followed by a train of 
artillery composed of cannon, caissons and 
forges; tben a long train of heavily load
ed wagons, filled with shot, shells andoth
er ammunition. These wagons were each 
drawn by four or six horses or mules, aud 
ill passing through our streets they made 
that grinding noise which indicated im
mense weight of freightage. The wagon 
train was usuall V followed by another train 
of reserve artillery, and from fifty to one 
hundred cattle for the use of the division. 
Following this division, after a short in
terval, came another, and another, in tbe 
same order, until an entire corps had 
passed. The passage of a corps usually oc
cupied about a day and a half, and so close
ly was one succeeded by another that it 
would be impossible to fix upon the pre
cise time when one departed and another 
came. Many of the wagons, horses. mules, 
and cannon bore the inscription "U. S.," 
and were evidently captured or stolen from 
the government. The rear of the army, 

like its advance, was a large torce of cav~ 
aIry. Each regiment and brigade had its 
flag, but there seemed to be no two entire
lyalike. Some bore the ensignia of the 
State from which it came, and others some 
other device, and but few the Stars and 
Bars of the Confederacy. This diversity 
of flags was typical ot: the cause for whicb 
they fought-for a government composed 
of a number of independent sovreignties, 
while the grand army of the Union car
ried but one flag-the glorious Stars and 
Stripes, representing a sovereign head 
with many members. 

Tbe rebel infantry, as they marched 
through our streets, presented a solid front. 
Tbey came in close marching order, the 
different brigades. divisions and corps, all 
within supporting distance. Their dress 
consisted of nearly every imaginable style 
and color, the butternut largely predomi
nating. Some had blue blouses, which 
they had captured, or stripped from the 
Union dead. Hats, or the skeletons of 
what were once hats, surmounted their 
partly covered heaus. Many were ragged, 
dirty and shoeless, affording un mistakable 
evidence that they sadly stoou in need of 
baving their wardrobes replenished. They 
were all, however, well armed and under 
perfect discipline. They seemed to move 
as one vast machine, and laughing, talk
ing, singing or cheering, was not indulged 
in. Straggling was scarcely seen, but when 
any did wander away from the lines, and 
tind any of our citizens in retired places 
while they occupied the town, they did not 
hesitate to appropriate to themslves hats, 
boots, watches and pocket oooks. This 
proves that their good behavior when 
under the eyes of their officers was due to 
diSCipline rather than innate honesty or 
good breeding. ' 

There was a perceptible difference be
tween the character of the cavalry and tbe 
infantry. 'rhe former. as a class, were su
perior in all respects. rrhis may be ac
counted for in the fact that the cavalry 
was composed mostly of the well to do, the 
educated, the slave holders,-those belong
ing to "the first families," while the rank 
and file of the jufantry were the lower 
classes.:the uneducated, the nou-slave hold
ing, "the poor white trash" of Southern 
society, the most of whC'm were conscrip
ted into the service. Tbesehad nointelli
gent understanding of what they were 
fighting for, and whtln interrogated would 
say that they were fighting for "our 
rights." What rights any of them ever 
possessed, except to bow obsequiously to the 
aristocratic classes, to lounge in idleness, 
to eat clay, curse the abolitionists, hate 
niggers and denounce" nigger equality," 
would be hard to tell. 'rhat the majority 
of them ever owned a home of their own, 
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or could read and write, or had any ade
quate conceptions of the value and great
1Ie8S of the government they were trying 
to overthrow, no one who conversed with 
them could believe. There was a marked 
difference in these men, which seemed a 
peculiarity of all from the same State. 
'1'bose from Mississippi aud Texas were 
more vicious and defiant than those from 
other parts of the South. Usually the dis
satisfied and those seeking opportunities to 
escape, were from North Carolina. Some 
said that they at first were for the preser
vation of the Union, but having been 
forced into the army, they only desired 
that their side should win. Here and 
there were some geniuses, and lovers of 
fun. 'fhey supposed that being among 
the "Pennsylvania Dutch," the German 
language was mostly spoken here. The 
following laughable inciden t will ill ustrate 
this fact. Judge Kimmell relates that re
membering one day that Mrs. McClure was 
alone, and probably would be glad to see 
some one from town-the Colonel being 
prudently absent-concluded he would go 
out to see her. At the place on the Har
risburg pike where the gate house then 
stood, he encountered a sentinel who, after 
learning his mission, permitted him to 
pass. While with Mrs. McClure, Hood's 
division was passing, and the Judge and 
Mrs. McClure went <lown to the front of 
the yard toseetbem. As the Judge's round, 
plump, '1'eutonic form and face beame<l 
out from the foliage of the Colonel's mag
nificent grounds, a soldier looking toward 
him said to his companion, "I'll bet that 
old fellow drinks lots of beer." "No. no," 
said the Judge, "I never drink beer." At 
this the soldier cried out, trying to imi
tate Pennsylvania Dutch, "Och, Mine 
Gott! Mine Gott!! My Countree! My 
Countree!!" Another time a soldier stop
ped the Judge on the street, and thus ac·· 
costed him: "Can you tell where a fellow 
can gAt a little whiskey?" "I can't tell 
you," said the Judge," "I never drink 
whi~key." ;Looking him squarely in the 
face, and esti!llating the trutbfulnessof the 
reply by the flush of his countenance, the. 
soldier Significantly replied, "Oh, I guess 
not. " 

'1'11e officers in command of the infantry 
like the men composiog the cavalry, were 
of the higher and better class. Many of 
them with whom we had business trans
actions seemed to be perfect gentlemen, 
and while compelled to appropriate to the 
use of their army our property, to be paid 
for in worthless scrip, they did it in an 
apologizing way. Some of them were 
overheard to express their fears that they
had run into a trap by coming over into 
our State, but the usual remark was, "Un
cle Robert has brought us here, and he will 

see us out all right." 1n looking upon tLHI 
lar~e number of persons who gathered into 
the town on Sunday to see them, Borne of 
the rebels inquired if they were not sol
diers in disguise. When answered that 
they were not, and the population and re
sources of tbe North were not yet scarcely 
touche<l, they seemed greatly astonished. 
A case of this kin<l occurred one morning
in front of the residence of Mr. H. E. 
Hoke, on East Market street. Imboden's 
cavalry had came in the evening previous 
and some of the officers were sitting on the 
steps of Mr. Hoke's residence, their horses 
bein~ hitched to the shade trees. Upon 
Mr. Hoke's appearance one of the officers, 
apparently one of considerable rank, thus 
addressed him, "How long is this war go
ing to last?" He replied, "You can an
swer that question better than I can." 
"What do you mean by that ?" inquired 
the officer. "1 mean that this war will 
last as long as you in the South are able to 
fight. If you can stand it twenty years 
more, then the war will last twenty years 
yet." '1'he officer was evidently impressed,
which emboldened Mr. Hoke to say furth
er: "You must have seen for yourselveH 
since you have come North that there are 
any number of able-bodied men yet to 
draw on, and the people of the Northbave 
scarcely awakened to the fact that there is 
a war on their hands, but this invasion 
will stir them up, aUlI if it were possible 
for you to annihilate the whole of our ar
mies now in the field, that would only 
bring out anotber to take you some morn
ing for breakfast." They all listened in 
silence, and seemed to be thunderstruck, 
when one, who was Iyin~ on the cellar 
door, said with an oath, "There is more 
truth than fun in what he says." Thisre
mark led to a considerable discussion 
among themsel ves about the large number 
of men they had seen since they had en
tered Pennsylvania.

It was a subject of frequent l·ernark by 
the rebels about the magnificent country 
and large and flourishing towns they had 
seen since coming north. The dwelling
houses of the farmers and the large and 
excellent barns also excited their admira
tion and astonishment. Letters written 
while here to be sent to their friends in 
the South, but lost from their pockets, 
were picked up on the streets. In some 
of these thei r expressions of astonishment 
at the rICh and beautiful country, the ex
cellent farming and tine large houses and 
barns were profuse and decided. Some 
youn'; officers connected with Ewell's 
Corp~ placed in my bands a number of 
letters stamped with the government 
postage stamp, asking me tc? p~t them in 
our mail when commumcations were 
again opened. I di4 pot like to tell I 
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could not do so, but receiveu and held 
their letters until after the invasion, when 

concluded to dispose of them. 'l'hey 
were directed to young ladies in Baltil1lore, 
and among other thin~s said in them were 
expressions of surprise and admiration for 
our rich and beautiful countrv and excel
lent farming. 

During the time we were under rebel 
rule, we were witboutinformation of what 
was going on, only as an occasional paper 
was brought through the lines by some of 
our scouts. The first information of the 
first day's battle at Gettysburg and the 
death of Gen. Reynolds, was received from 
a copy of the Philadelphia Inquirer 
brought from Harrisburg by Mr. Benja
min S. Huber. The rebels had their reg
ular mails from Richmond, and an occa
sional Richmond paper would be received, 
in which it was told how sllcces8fully the 
Oonfederate cause was going on elsewhere. 
One edition of one of the Richmond 
papers received here announced that Gen. 
Johnston had defeated Gen. Graut aud 
raised the siege ofVicksburg. It was ~aid 
that the lying account wa!! read to the 
army when on parade and the men cheer
ed themselves hoarse over their imagina
ry triumph. One of their mails from 
Richmond was captured in Greencastle, 
in which were found important papers 
from the Confederate authorities at Rich
mond. These were as soon as possible de· 
livered to the commander of the army of 
the Potomac. From two statements pre
pared by residents of Greencastle, who 
were witnesses of the heroic acts 1 am 
about to describe, I condense the follow
ing account. After the main body of 
Lee's army had passed through the town 
to Gettysburg, the communications with 
Virginia were kept open by detachments 
of rebel cavalry, which fre~uently passed
througb. Ignorant of Lee s destination, 
and discouraged by the mighty host of 
defiant and boastful rebels, with their 
immense trains of artillery, which had 
passed down the valley, the surprise and 
joy of the people knew no bounds when. 
on Thursday, July 2d, a company of 
Union cavalry dashed into the town. 
These men were under command of Capt.
Dahlgreen, the same who afterwards be. 
came a Colonel, and was killed in front of 
Richmond. Says one of my informants: 
"If a band of angels had come down, they 
would not have been more unexpected, 
I may probably add, not so welcome. It 
required only a few minutes to apprise the 
town of their presence, J.nd all Greencastle 
seemed to beon the street. Hats flew into 
the air. Cheer followed cheer. Even the 
old and most staid ministers, everybody 
was ready to bid them welcome, and some 
wept for joy. Their leader, the gallant 

Dahlgreen, though a lUere youth, lIad tlle 
entire confidence of his men and handled 
them with ease an(l skill." Dahlgreen 
ordered everyone off the streets, and after 
hiding his men behind th~ recesses of the 
public square, went up into the steeple of 
the Reformed church, from which, with 
his glass, lie could scau the country for 
miles around. Perceiving a company of 
cavalry coming, and ascertaining their 
number, he rapidly descended, determined 
to give battie, notwithstanding their 
Dumber was double his own. He ha...c:tily 
placed his men so that the advancing 
enemy conld not see them until they 
wonld reach the Diamond, he placed him
self at their head, pistol in band, and lean
ing down upon the neck of his 1I0rse, 
with every nerve strained with eagerness 
to meet the foe, he waited until they were 
within a few hundred yards, when tlle 
word was given and with a wild yell and 
the bang, bang of their carbines, these 
brave defenuers of the l inion dashed after 
the astonished and panic-stricken foe. 
Although from the superior numbers of 
the enemy it was feared that these brave 
scouts would be annihilated, yet Ii of the 
rebels were captured, three of whom were 
officers. A lUail bag intended for Gen. 
Lee was also taken, which was deemed so 
important that Dahlgreen hastily left with 
it. Galloping out the Waynesboro' road, 
he detailed a detachment to barricade the 
road on the hill east of the town, near 
John Ruthrautr's h<mse. This they did 
by piling wagons, hay ladders and other 
things across the road. '1'he guard, after 
erectin~ this barricade, relUained there to 
meet any foe who might attempt pursuit, 
and at length left and went after their 
companions. This mail containing import
ant documents from the Confederate Gov
ernment to Gen. Lee, was, with the pris
oners captured, delivel'ed to Gen. l\Ieade 
across the mountain. 

Captain Dahlgreen returned again on 
Saturday morning and on that daycaptur. 
ed 17 infantry and 7 cavalry. In the 
engagement of that day a number of rebels 
were wounded, but the Union force esca
ped in everyone of these engagements 
without injury or loss. 

Occasionally when rebel soldiers inquir
ed for such articles as kid gloves, which 
we had Rent away or secreted, they would 
say, "All right, we can get them when 
we get to Philadelphia or Baltimore or 
Washington." One day Judge Kimmell 
came to me and said an officer told him 
he wanted a web of bleached muslin and 
some other things for the use of his own 
family and that he was willing to pay a good 
price for in gold. I told the Judge that I 
had the things wanted stored away in a 
beer vault, but if we were to furnish them it 
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would sbow tbat our stock of goods was 
not sent away but only hid ann the proba
bility was that the wbole thing was a trick 
to find out this fact. The Jud~e replied 
that t llis was probably so, and. that he did 
nut think of it or he would not have made 
the proposition to me. 

The rebels all seemed especially to bate 
President Lincoln. They bad been made 
to believe that he was responsible for the 
war and that he was brutal and barbarous 
and drunk nearly all the time. A report 
was circQlated among them that he had 
fled from Washington to Boston, and that 
the army of the Potomac was still in Vir
ginia and that they would have Pennsyl
vania militia only to overcome and then 
Harrisburg, Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
Washington would fall into tbeir hands. 
Seeing the statue of Dr. Franklin on the 
cupola of tbe CourtHouse, oneof them de
clared that it wa!' intended to represen t"Old 
Pete Lincorn." Passi ng by our store one 
day, one of the men looked up to our sign 
and mistaking the inscription of J. Hoke 
& Co. cried out-"Hurrab for old Joe 
Hooker! Here be i~, and he is the very 
fellow we are nfter." 

I will state here tbat in speaking of a 
divisioL enrampment at a certain place, it 
is not to be supposed that it all occupied 
one encampment. Usually it divided and 
the several brigades occupied sucb positions 
as were assigned them, ail, however, 
witbin supporting distance of each other. 
From these various encampments ma
rauding parties, mostly of cavalry, would 
go out in all directions after horses, cattle, 
corn, oats, and such other articles as were 
needed. In this way the whole country 
for many miles beyond these encam pments 
was visited. The only instance in which 
armed res!stance was attempted by the 
people, or would have been at all practica
ble, was by the citizens of Horse Valley. 
This Valley is very narrow and of consid
erable length, and being surrounded uy 
mountains which are passable only at a 
few places, it was made the hidiQg place 
for a large number of horses from all parts 
of the county. 1\11'. Stephen' Keefer, . a 
resident of that valley, has kindly furnisb
ed me witlI the following statement of tbe 
preparations ·made for defense against 
raiding parties. The horses belonging to 
residents of the valley, as well as all those 
~aken there from other parts, were hidden 
ID the upper-the southern-end of the 
valley. The road from Loudon into this 
end of the valley is very narrow, precipit
o~s and winding, and could be easily bar
ricaded against cavalry. Mr. Keefer was 
Supervisor of the township, and be sum
moned bis neighbors to his assistance and 
cut down a number of trees across this 
road, effectually closing it against all in

truders. On the top of the mountain cov
ering the approach by the Strasburg road, 
breastworks of logs and bushes were erect
ed, and about thirtvof the bardy moun
taineers with their tried rifles stood guard
there for several days. Thisguard having 
beeu withdrawn one day, about thirty
Confederate cavalry entered the valley by 
that gap, and passed on across it into Path 
Valley and up into Amberson's Valley. 
They then turned about and retraced their 
steps by the same route, taking with them 
but six horses from this valley. Had the 
mountaineers been at their posts a battle 
wou ld most certainly have taken place and 
some of those rebels would have fallen by 
the sure aim of these expert marksmen. 
01' had they gone on up the valley some 
eight miles, two or three hundred valuable 
horses might have been taken. The 
reader may inquire, how did these men, 
unacquainted with these mountain roads, 
find their way intoand outoftheseremote 
places r They were guided no doubt by 

some sympathizer, for Mr. Keefer says 

tbat while passing through Fannettsburg, 

a man rode with them with his face cover

ed with a bandkerchief. The traitoroUf; 

guide, notwithstanding his disguise, was 

recognized by some, but fearin~ that tbey

might be mistaken and do an innocent 

person injustice, bis name ba~ not been 

given.


As portions of Lee's army passed 
tllrough Fulton, Fr!lnklin, Cumberland, 
Adams and York counties, these plunder
ing parties visited almost every nook and 
corner, and a vast amount of plunder was 
taken. Many of the farmers iu this an(1 
adjoining counties took their borses down 
below Harrisburg for safety, and in this 
way saved them from beIng stolen. 

One day a horseman rode up in frout of 
the bank and after hitching his horole 
stood upon the pavement. He was deci' 
dedly clerical in appearance. Some offi
cers passing by saluted him as "Doctor." 
He replied, "Well, we are back again ill 
the Union." He was Rev. Dr. Pryer, 
father of Gen. Roger A. Pryer, at one 
time a member of Congress. I felt like. 
telling him that many of them were ~es- : 
tined never again to go out of the Umon, 
but would find a permanent lodgment 
somewhere in northern soil. I bad some 
respect for the poor ignorant privates who 
had been conscripted into the army, and 
also for the officers who were only acting 
out the le"itimate results of their States 
Rights te:chings, but for such clerical 
rascals who professed to be the Rervants of 
the Most High, and acting under His 
guidance, I had and hav~ no respect what
ever. The .different regIments had each 
their chaplain, and I have bee~ told that 
when in camp they had theIr regular 
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religious services, and prayer meetings 
were often held by the men. 

The ladies of the town did not conceal 
their sentiments from the rebels. Many 
of them wore small Union flags pinned to 
their breasts. They did not imitate the 
chivalry of the ladies of the South, by 
spitting in the faces of the soldiers, and 
otherwise insulting them. In some cases 
they gave their dresses to such as desired 
to desert, and arrayed in women's clothes 
furnished by some of our ladies, several 
were enabled to escape. I stood one even
ing in front ofa house where a number of 
ladies were congregated and singing patri
otic songs. Some fi ve or six rebels were 
upon the pavement, near the window 
listening to the music. At the conclusion 
of the Star Spangled Banner, one of the 
soldiers ~id, "It is the prettiest flag the 
world ever saw." 

As descriptive of one of the ways by 
which some of our citizens assisted disaf
tected soidiers to escape, I relate the fol
lowing: On the evening of July 1st a rebel 
soldier called at the residence of Mr. H. E. 
Hoke and declared to Mr. Hoke his desire 
to eSrlape from the army and remain in 
tbe North. After satisfyIng himself that 
tbe man was sincere and not entieavoring 
to get bim into a difficulty, Mr. Hoke 
arranged to meet him with a suit of citi
zen's clothes in the first wood out along 
the Cumberland Valley railroad. On the 
morning of the following day, according 
to agreement, he met the soldier there and 
gave him t.he clothing in which he escap
ed, leaving Mr. Hoke bis musket and 
accoutrements. Before leaving the sol
dier told Mr. Hoke that many "fthe army 
were disheartened because that while the 
South had put its entir!! force in the field. 
they beheld any number of able bodied 
men bere yet, !1nd but few of their army
had any hope of success . . Upon bidding 
1\1r, Hoke farewell, the soldier put his hand 
upon the top of the fence and sprang over, 
IOaying, "Farewell to Jeff. Davis and the 
Southem Con federacy." , 

Some of our citizens in looking at the 
"ast army IJassing throngh the town 
became faint-hearted, a;lid Qne·said to. me, 
"In five days tbis governm~nt will be 
overthrown." I gIve it as my opinion
that all the unorganized, undisciplined 
and inexperienced militia of the State 
could not have vanquished tbat mighty 
host. It reqUIred an army equal in num
bers, arms, organizatiOn, diSCipline and 
experience to accomplish this. Thanks 
be to God-ten thousand thanks-that the 
grand army of the Potomac was eqnal to 
the occasion, and it was found at the right 
place at the right time, and under the 
right commanders, and that it did its 
work well and effectually. And tha~ks, 

too. that God planted Round Top and 
Cemetery Hill and Cnlp's Hill just where 
He did. My father said that when he 
was a boy and lived in Gettysburg, he 
often hunted rabbits on these bills, and 
sometime!! wondered why they were put 
there, but after the battle of Gettysburg he 
understood why God put them there. 
Rev. Dr. Stockton. in his eloquent prayer 
at the dedication of the Soldiers' National 
Cemetery in Nov. 1863, I',t that place. 
caught the proper idea when he called 
those hills the .,Altar of Sacrifice." the 
"Field of Deli verance," the"Mount of Sal
vation," and the "Munition8 of Rocks." 

On the morning of this day, General 
Ewell removed his headquarters from Mr. 
Trostle's hotel in town to the Mennonite 
church one mile north on the pike leading 
to Harrisburg. At that place there was 
held on that day a Court Martial to try a 
number of person'i for breaches of disci
pline. At the time it was reported tha.t a. 
soldier was condemned to death and shot, 
but such was not the fact, as the following 
official order will show: 

HEADQUARERS 2ND CORPS, ~ 
Army Northern Virginia, June 25th, '63. 5 

General Orde'r, No. 51.-1. Before the milita
ry court., convened at the headquarters of the 
.Army Corps of Lieut:Gen. R. S. Ewell, and of 
which court Col. R. H. Lee is presiding Judge, 
were artaigned and tried. (The specifications 
in the various cases being lengthy and minute, 
are omitted.)

1st. Lieutenant J . B. Countiss, Georgia Reg
iment. 

Charge I. Drunkenness on duty. 
Charge II. Conduct to the prejudice of good 

order and discipline. 
Finding: Of the specifica tions of 1st charge, 

Guilty. 
Of the 1st charge, Guilty. 
Of the specifications of the 2nd charge, Guil

ty. 
Of the 2nd charge, Guilty. 
Sentence : And the Court do therefure sen

tence the said Lieutenant J. B. Countiss, 21st 
Georgia Regimeut, to be cashiered. 

2nd. Private Charles Smith, Co. C, 4;)th K . 
C. Regiment. 

Charge: Desertion. 
Finding: Of the speCification, Guilty. 
Of the charge, not Guilty, but 
Of absenGe \vithollt leave, GuUty. 
Sentence: And the Court do therefore sen

tence the said Private Charles Smith, Co. C, 
45th N. C. l{egiment, to forfeit three months 
pay, and to be branded on the left hip with the 
letter S, two inches in length, in the presence 
of his Regiment. 

3d. Private Louis ],1. \Vaynock, Co. B, 45th 
R~giment. 

Charge: Desertion. 
Finding: Of the specification, Guilty. 
Of the charge-not Guilty, but 
Of absence without leave, Guilty. 
Sentence: Ano. the Court do therefure Stlll

tence the said Louis M. Waynock, Co. B, 45th 
N. C. Regiment, to forfeit three month's pay, 
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amI to ~ bra~ded on the ~eft hip with the letter 
S, t~vo Inches In length, In the presence of his 
Regtment. 

4th. Pri~ate Patrick Herne, Co. C 5th Ala
bama Regtment. ' 
C~r~e: Violation of .9th Article of War. 
FIndIng: Of the specIfication Guiltv. 
Of the charge, Guilty. ' • 
Sentence: And the Court do therefore sen

tence the ~id Patrick H ~rne, Co. C, 5th Ala
bama Regtment, to forfeIt his pay for three 
months, to perform extra police and fatigue 
duty for two months, and to be bucked t\yO 
hours each day, for seven days. 

II. The proceedings, findings and sentence in 
the case of Lieutenant J. B. Countiss 21st 
Georgia Regiment, are approved, and th~ sen
tence will be carried into effect; and Lieuten
ant J. B. Countiss ceases, from this date to be 
m~ officer of the Confederate States Army. He 
WIll be enrolled and.conscripted by his Brigade 
commander, and WIll be allowed to join any 
company in his present Brigade that he m:.y 
select. 

The proceedings, fiudings and sentenc" in the 
C";Lses of PriYate Charles Smitb, Co. C, 45th N. 
C. Regiment, and Louis M. \Vaynock, Co. B, 
45th N. C. Regiment, are approved, and the 
sentences will be carried into effect, except so 
much. of the!D ~s inflict the punishment of 
brandmg, WhICh IS hereby remitted. 

The proceedings, findings and sentence in the 
case of Private Patrick Herne, Co. C., 5th Ala
bama Regiment, are approved, and the sentence 
will be carried into effAct. 

By command of Lieutenant General R. S. 
EWELL. 

A. S. PENDLETON, A. A. General. 
'fhe superior discipline of the Southern 

army will be seen in this, that officer;! in 
command were promptly cashiered for 
drunkenness, and not permitted to remain 
in positions which would endanger others. 
And when cashiered they were not per
mitted to resign tht'ir commissions, or 
leave the arlDY and return to civil life, but 
were reduced to the ranks and compelled 
to do service in that humble position. If 
that kind of discipline had prevailed in the 
Union army, there WOUld have been fewer 
disasters from the use of intoxicating liq
uors. Tbe penalty inflicted upon others 
for the violations of the rules of war, as 
stated in the charges and specifications 
given, requiring the forfeiture of three 
1D0nths pay, diel not amount to much, for 
the pay of a private soldier in Confederate 
scrip was worth only the value of the pa
per it was printed on. For the benefit of 
those who do not know what "Bucking" 
is, I will state that it consisted in tying a 
person's hands together and closing his 
arms around his knees and passing a stick 
through to keep him in that helpless and 
ludicrous condition. 

Some time during the day, two young 
men-officers connected with the artillery 
-came with a requisition for all the flan
nels and other woolen goods we had, 8uit

able. for making cartridges for cannon. 
HaVIng removed everything of value out 
of the sto.re, they found only a few rem
nants WhICh we did not think worth se
creting. These they had me to measure 
for them, one of them noting down the 
length8. When asked the price I told him 
I should have a dollar a yard counting 
up~m Confederate scrip as the p~y. He in
qUIred what we sold them at, saying they 
would not allow me more for them than 
our usual price, for their money was as 
good as our~, and ifit was not theyintend
ed to ma~e.lt so before leaving the State. 
After strikIng an average price he wrote 
!lond .gave me a paper of which the follow
Ing 11,.80 correct. copy-the original I yet
have 10 possessIOn: 

I hereby certify that I have recei ved of J. 
H?k~ & Co., merchants, Chambersburg, Pa., 
th.lS ~5th day of June, 1863, and in accordance 
WIth Gene~al Order, No. 72, Headquarters, and 
haye furmshoo dnplicate vouchers 9 (nml' 
yards) flannel at 63Ys cents per yard, '~.90. 

JOHN M. GREGORY JR 
1st Lieut. and Ord. officer Art'y 2nd Co;ps. 

I was directed to present this voucher to 
the P~y l\1~ter and get my money, but 
co~ntl.ng theI! scrip of no value, and not 
belieVIng theIr threat to make it as good as 
U. S. Greenbacks likely to be fulfilled I 
neyer presented it. It is now held a~ a 
relic of those troublous days. 

Not long after the departure of these ordi
nance. officers, two more from the Medical 
department came, demanding all the tea 
we had for their hospitals. Like the flan
nel, they got only what we did not think 
of sufficient value to hide away. During 
the day other officers also came for such 
articles as Castile bOap, etc., for their own 
use. We had unlocked our fire proof safe 
~nd left the door stand open, thinking that 
If locked they would suppose it contained 
valuables and break it open. This we did 
at Jenkin:s raid.and during the invasion. 
In not a &Ingle 10stance did an officer ap
proach it, or attempt to look in it but 
nearly every private soldier that got'tnto 
the store made straight for the safe and ex
amined it. 

Jenkin's cavalry in advance of Rhode',; 
Division th!.:! day reached Carlisle. On 
this and the succeeding day the Union 
Army crossed the Potomac into Maryland 
at Edward's Ferry, anti took a position be
tween Harper's Ferry and Frederick city 
to be ready either to protect Washington: 
or march to meet Lee wherever he might 
offer battle. 

FRIDAY, 26th. 
'fhis day was fraught with great events, 

and stands as an era in the history of 
Chambersburg. In the morning Heth',; 
division of Hill's corps entered the town, 

http:co~ntl.ng
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and turning east in the Diamond proceed
ed out on the road leading to Gettysburg, 
and encamped in the evening near Fay
etteville. About 9t o'clock I was in the 
Diamond looking At Gen. Hill, the com
mander of this corps. He had bis borse 
bitched in front of the residence and bo
tel of Mr. John Noel, where the large 
building now stands, in which the Valle.v 
Spirit is printed. Hill was standing out 
near the middle of the Diamond as if 
watching for some one to come from South 
Main street. Mr. Henry Bishop, the Pbo
tographer, informs me that on the occa
sion referred to he had a con versation with 
Gen. Hill. The General inquired of him 
concerning a number 'If persons who had 
resided in Carlisle, with wbom he was ac
quainted while at the barracks there. Mr. 
Bishop gave bim whatever information 
he could concerning the person inquirerl 
about, and then asked him when Gen. LE'e 
was expected': Hill replied that he was 
expecting Lee every moment, and casting 
his eyes up Main street, said, "There he is 
now." Mr. Bishop hurried to his photo
grapb gallery, which was in the building 
about where he now resides, and having
everything in readiness to take a picture of 
tbe General and his staff', pushed the shut
ters of his window open and run the end 
of his camera out, at which some team
sters and soldiers, sitting along the curb
stones, rose to their feet to see what was 
going on. At the same instant Lee and 
his staff left the Diamond and the picture 
was not taken. It is to be regretted that 
Mr. Bishop did not succeed in taking a pic
ture of the historic scene. It would afford 
an occasion worthy the genius of the best 
artist. 

Gen. Hill seemed to me to be a man of 
splendid physical make. He was entirely 
unlike Ewell, who was angular and thin 
in feature, and of sallow complexion, but 
eminently intellectual. He was killed in 
the final struggle about Petersburg, Vir
ginia, in April, 1865. After satisfying my 
curiosity concerning General Hill, I went 
up into the front room of the second story 
of my dwelling, right over the store, on 
the north-east corner of t.he Diamond. 'fills 
room was the usual resort of the ministers 
of ttle town, for from it:! windows an unin
terrupted view could be had of Main street, 
the street the ConfederatE'S came through, 
from the Reformed church to the lower 
end of the town, some six squares. There 
were in that room, as near as I can recol
lect, the Rev. Dr. B. S. Schneck, Rev. B. 
Bausman, Rev. J. Dickson, the writer 
and a few others whom I cannot now re
collect. Observing a groupof about twen
ty or thirty finely mounted officers coming 
over the brow of the hill opposite the Re
formed church, I called the attention of 

the persons present to them. Mr. Baus
man exclaimed, "That's Lee and his staff." 
Snatching his hat he made rapid strides 
down stairs and out into the Diamond, fol
lowed by all in the room. Taking a posi
tion in the Diamond in front of the Man
sion House, then the printing establish
ment of the Reformed church, and where 
the building now stands in which Hat
nick's segar store and Messrs. Hollar & 
Appenzellar's dry doods store are located, 
I watched the entrance of these men into 
tbe Diamond and the memorable I;lvents 
which then and there transpired. Leeand 
his staff stopped immediately in front of 
where I stood. General Hill mounted his 
horse and rode slowly towards Lee, hold
ing his hat gracefully above his head. Lee 
and Hill then rode a short distance apart. 
and held a short whispered consultation. 
In an article written for the Philadelphia 
Times,some few months ago, upon th!s 
same subject. I stated that Lee and Hill 
dismounted and he~d this consultation 
while standing. Mr. J. N. Snider and J. 
\V. Douglass, wh<>, with many others, 
were present and witnessed this event, tell 
me that in this I am mistaken, and that 
they did not dismount, but held their con
sultation on horseback. Mr. Snider also 
tells me that in locating the place in the 
Diamond where that consultation was held, 
as about where the bronze soldier stands 
within the enclosure of the Soldier's Me
morial Fountain, I am also mistaken, that 
it was some fifteen or twenty feet from the 
soldier in the direction of the bank. A 
large part of Heth's di visioll of Hill's 
corps had already passed through town and 
not following the two divisions of Ewell's 
corps down the valley towards Harrisburg, 
but turningeaston the pike leading by way 
of Gettysburg to "Baltimore, I concluded 
that if Lee followed in the same direction, 
Baltimore and Washington were hisdesti
nation. In this opinion others shared, as 
will be shown in a chapter on "Scouts," 
yet to follow. ·With this impression upon 
my mind, I watched with intense interest 
the result of the council then taking place, 
and observing Mr. Benjamin S. Huber, now 
a residentofLetterkenny township,Frank
lin county, standing by my side, and re
membering that he had been sent a few 
days previously with a message to the au
thorities at Harrisburg, I thus addressed 
him: "There, Ben, is perhaps the most 
important council in the history of this 
war, and the fate of the government may 
depend upon it. If Lee goes on down the 
valley, then Harrisburg and Philadelphia 
are threatened; if he turn east, Baltimore 
and'Vashington are in danger, and the 
government ought to know which way be 
goes as soon as possible." Said Huber: 
"Well, I have just got back from Harris
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burg and lam tired, butas soon as Leestarts 
so that I see which way he goes, I will be 
otf again for Harrisburg." In a short 
time the council between the two Gen
erals ended, and Hill pointing eastwardly 
to tbe road leading to Gettysburg, fell back, 
allowing Lee to go in advance. Reaching 
nearly the middle of the Diamond he 
turned his bore's head eastward and was 
followed by his staff. Looking around for 
Huber I saw him making his way through 
the crowd for the mountains to convey 
this important information to Harrisburg. 
I will detail the account of bis trip to the 
Capital in my chapter on Scouts. 

rfhere were with the Confederates at this 
time two offirers of the British army, and 
one of the Prussian. These officers were 
no doubt with that brilliant cortege and 
expected and desired to see the downfall 
of the Republic. That such were the feel
ings of at least one of them-Col. Free
mantle-one of the British officers, is 
clearly demonstrated in an article contrib
uted by him to Blackwood's Magazine, in 
which he narrates the events of the Penn
.ylvania campaign. Hisabuse of the peo
ple of the border, and of the ladies of 
Chambersburg, whom he calls "Viragos," 
bis congratulating Gen. Longstreet upon 
the apparent success of Pickett's great 
cbarge on the third day of the battle, and 
his regret at their repulse and annihila
tion, clearly show his hatred of our coun
try and herinstitutions, and his sympathy 
With the rebels. "Ve heard of those 
officers when passing through here, but 
did not distinguish them from others. 

Gen. Lee, as he sat upon his horse in 
the public square of our town, looked 
every inch a soldier. He was at that 
lime about fifty-two years of age, stout 
built, of medium beigbt, bair strongly 
mixed with gray, and a rougb gray beard. 
He wore the Confederate gray, with some 
ornamentation about the collar of his coat 
which designated his rank. His hat was 
a soft black without ornament other than 
the cord around the crown. Anyone who 
bad ever seen his picture would have no 
difficulty in singling him out in a crowd. 
He seemed to have not only the most pro
found respect of his m6n-officers and 

. privates-but their admiration and love. 
'fhe men composing his staff were a 
splendid looking body. Finely mounted. 
neatly dressed, and excellent in horse
manship, they presented an appearance 
which those who witnessed it will be like
lyever to remember. In that group were 
comprised the brains of the vast, moving 
host which came swarming into our bor
ders, and while we felt to admire the 
genius of these men, we yet looked upon 
them as the enemies of our country, and 
could only hope and pray that they would 

meet the terrible overthrow which they
deserved. In precisely one week from the 
day of this imposing pageant, our hope 
and prayer was rea.lized, and the defeated 
and decimated hosts of treason and rebel
lion, were thrown back from the heights
around Gettysburg. and with their crush
ing defeat commenced the downfall of the 
accursed cause for which they fought. 

General Lee selected for his headquar
ters a grove which then stood along the 
pike leading to Gettysburg, near the east
ern edge of the town. It was once known 
as "Shetter's Woods," but afterwards as 
"Messersmi th's Woods," after the late 
George R. Messersmith, Esq., who at the 
time referred to owned it. It was for 
lUany years the place were picnics and 
Fourth of July celebrations were held. 
The Centennial Anniversary of American 
Independence, on July 4th. 1876, was held 
there. The grove has recently been cut 
down, and the place is now a cultivated 
field. It was a beautiful location, and 
from Friday, June 26th, to Tuesday morn
ing, 30th. General Lee and his stafftarried 
there. 'l'here he held his councils of war, 
there he receivE'd reports from the various 
parts ot his vast army, and there he 
planned and ordered an attack on the 
Capital of our State, and there on the 
night of Monday, 29th, when Longstreet's 
scout brought information of the wherea
bouts of the Army of the Potomac, he 
recalled that order and decided to.cross 
the South Mountain and fight a battle 
upon the direct line to Baltimore and 
Washington. Other acts of importance 
whicb transpired upon this historic spot 
during those memorable four days ofGen
eral Lee's residence there, will begiven in 
their appropriate places. 

As previously stated, on this day Heth 's 
division of Hill's corps passed through 
town and on out east to Fayetteville, 
where it encamped. 'fhis division was 
followed on the day following, Saturday, 
27th, by Pender's and Anderson's divisions 
-Pender in advance. On Sunday, 28th, 
according to Professor Jacobs in his Bat
tle of Gettysburg, page 19, the camp fires 
of the advance of Heth's division were 
seen on the eastern slope of the mountain, 
about a mile above Cashtown. On the 
following day, Monday, 29th, according 
to the same reliable authority, by the aid 
of a fieJd glass, it was seen that the rebel 
ancampments about Cashtown had been 
considerably enlarged, the whole ot ~eth'l:! 
division having crossed the moun tam and 
encamped there (page 21). 00 the next 
day, Tuesday 30th, the rema.ining two 
divisions of Hill's corps Jeft thelfencamp
ments about Fayetteville and Greenwood 
and marched for Cashtown-Pender in 
advance. On this same day,30th, about 
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9t A. M., a portion of Heth'i! division 
under Gen. Petigrew, advanced from Cash
town, as far as the crest of Seminary Hill, 
one-half mile north-west of Gettysburg,
throwing about two dozen infantry 
pickets as far down as Mr. Sbead's 
house. Several officers on horseback were 
seen reconnoitering with their field glass
es, and engaged in conversation witb the 
people residing near the road on the hill, 
eliCiting, no doubt, as much information 
as they could obtain. Tbey had with 
them fifteen wagons, probably with tbe 
intention of going into the town for such 
provisions and merchandize as tbey might 
be able to obtain. Tbey were also accom
panied with artillery, and tbus were pre
pared for any resistance wbich they might 
encounter. This movement was doubtless 
a reconnoisanl~e in force, probably for the 
purpose of taking possession of Gettysburg, 
or for the purpose of ascertaining tbe con
dition of things tbere. Tbere were sever
al thousand men iu that advance, for 
their line extended at least a mile and 
a-half. At lOt A. M., they again with
drew towards Cashtown, probably baving 
heard of the approacb of General Buford's 
cavalry, whicb arrived about one hour 
afterwards. (Battle of Gettysl.JUrg, pages 
21,22.) 

On tbe succeeding day, Wednesday, 
July 1st, Heth's and Pender's divisions 
advanced from Casbtown and participa
ted in tbe first day's engagement. An
derson's division baited too long at Cash
town to take part in tbis first day's 
engagement, but reached the scene of 
conflict in tbe evening after tbe close of 
the battle. 

On the evening of this day. Friday, 
26th. Early's division of Ewell's Corf's. 
Gordon's brigade in advance, entpred 
Gettysburg. 

SATURDAY, 2iTII. 
On this day. as above stated, Pender's 

and Anderson's divisions of HilI's Corps
passed through town out to Fayetteville 
and Greenwood, encamping within sup
porting distance of the main body of 
Heth'lI division. which on the following 
day threw out an advance to near Cash
town east of the mountain. 

On this d.lY the following General Order 
was written and issued by General Lee : 

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY NORTHERN ~ 
VIRGINIA, 

Chambersburg, Pa., June 27th, 1863. 

General Orders, No. 78.-The Commanding 
General has observed with marked satisfaction 
the conduct of the troops on the march, and 
('onfidently anticipates results commensurate 
with the high spirit they have manifested. 

No troops could have displayed greater forI i
tnde, or better performed thp.ir arduous march
E'S of the past ten rlaYR. 

Tlleir conduct in other respects has, with 
few exceptions, been in keeping with their 
character as soldiers, and entitles them to ap. 
probation and praise.

There have however, been instances of for
getfulness on 'the part of .some. that .they ha,:e 
iu keeping the yet unsullled reputatlOn of tl:ll~ 
army, and that the duties exacted oflts br ClY
i1ization and christianity are not less ob.hgato. 
ry in the couutry of the enemy than m Om 
own. 

The Commauding Geueral cousidero that no 
greater disgrace could befall the army, aud 
Through it, our whole people, than the perpetu. 
ation of the barbarous outrages upon the nn· 
armed aud defenseless, and the wanton de· 
struction of private property, tllat have marked 
the course of the enemy in our owu country. 

Such proceedings not only degrade the per· 
petrators and all conne~te~ with them, .but arp. 
subversive of the disClplIue and effiCIeucy 01 
the army, and destructive of tile ends of om 
present movement. 

It must be remembered that we make war 
ouly upon armed men, and that we cannot 
take vengeance for the wrougs our peopl.e han 
suffered without lowering ourselves m .the 
pyes of all wllOse abhorrence has been excl~ed 
by the atrocities of our enemies, aml offendmg 
against Him to whom vengeance belong.eth, 
"ithout whose favor and support onr elior!> 
must all prove in vain. 

Tile Commanding General, therefore, earn· 

estly exhorts the troops to abstain, with most 

scrupulous care, from unnecessary or wa?~on 

injury to private property, and he enJolDs 

upon all officers to arrest aud bri~g to summa· 

ry punishmeut all who shall lD any way 

offend against orders on this subject. 


R. E. LEE, Genel"Ul. 

This order, unlike the fOllmer one from 
General Lee, it will be seen; was written 
by the General himself InJd not by his 
Adjutant. And now as evidence that t~e 
humane policy of the Commander I~ 
Chief was not entirely respected by bls 
subordinates, the conduct of Longstreet's 
plunderers fully attests. In further 
proof, however, I introduce two extracts 
frOID a report of tbe Pennsylvania calD
paiJ:{n written by oneof the British offi?6rs 
who was with General Lee. and pubhsb
ed in Blackwood's Magazine, ot Sept., 
1863. The writer says that so completely 
was tbe country through which toe Con· 
federate army passed robbed and plunder· 
ed that all tbe cattle and farm horsel 
huvin~ been been seized by Genera 
Ewell, farm labor had come to a complete 
standstill." In another place the same 
writer says that"Lee's retreat was encum
bered by Ewell's immense train of pIU~' 
der." Why it was that General Ewell. 
Corps ~ained this distinction over. ~be 
other two for its plundering propensIties; 
may probabl V be accoun.ted for in th~ fse 
that as it always went III advance, It Ien 
but little for tbe others to take. . 

In the evening of this day Longstfeet 
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Corps approached the town. Hood's divi
sion passed on tprough and encamped
north of the town along the Harrisburg
pike. McLaws' and Pickett's divisions 
encamped about two or three miles south 
of tbe town. These three divisions re
mained in their camps on the Sabbatb, 
excepting the detacbments which entered 
and plundered ollr town on Sunday as will 
sbortly be related. 

During this day Ewell's infantry passed 
through Carlisle towards Harrisburg; and 
on the same day two despatch bearers, 
sent by Gen. Ewell, then at Shippensburg, 
to Gen. Early, were captured in the 
streets of Gettysburg by three Union 
scouts from the advance cavalry near 
Emmittsburg. The purport of. their dist
patches was, that Gen. Early should not 
advance his division too rapidly, as that 
might be attended with some danger in an 
enemy's country. (Battle of Gettysburg, 
page 19).

Some time in the evening of this day
something. of such importance occurred 
that it was deemed necessary to send in
formation of it to Harrisburg at the earliest 
possible moment. About]O o'clock that 
nigbt, after a consultation with Judge
Kimmell, wbo informed me that Mr. 
Kinney, a teacher in the Academy, was 
willing to carry a dispatch but did not 
know the road, I went to the residence of 
Mr. Christian Fnller on Second street, 
where Mr. Anthony Hollar, then a sales
man in our store, resided. Mr. Hollar 
was well acquainted with the roads, but 
deemed it unsafe to start in the night.
He, however, consented to start early next 
morning and pilot Mr. Kinney to Rox
bury at the base of the North Mountain. 
On Sabbath morning they started with 
this information, Mr. Kinney reaching
Harrisburg on Monday morning and 
delivered his message. Of this I shall 
have more to say in my chapter OD Scouts. 
Wbat the movements of that day were 
whicb we considered so important I can
not now tell. It '.!Day have been ihe fact 
that the two rematping divisions of Hill's 
Corps had followed Lee and his staff and 
Hetb's division of the same Corps east
,,"ardlY1owards Gettysburg. 

BUNDAY, 28th. 
There were but few movements of troops 

Hil
lbrough our streets this day. The last of 

. I's forces had passed through the day 
previous and encamped about Fayetteville
and Greenwood. Longstreet's corps was 
encamped Sonth and North of town. 
Plundering parties from the latter, howev
er, visited the town and cleaned out our 
stores of what the preoeding troops had 
~eft. After returning from church in the 
orenoon, aud while at dinner, the sound 

of an axe chopping somewhere about our 
house was heard. In a little time we dis
covered that a party of soldiers, nnder an 
officer, had chopped away the doors lead
ing into our cellar, and had taken posses
sioll. The officer in command hada blank 
book, and with a pencil noted down the 
contents of the cellar, after which he 
placed a guard there to watch over the 
same. This guaru of some three or four 
soldiers remained in the cellar until to
wards evening, ransack;ng our private cel
lar, back of the store cellar, and carrying
oft cans of fruit and other thing!!. About 
four o'clock in the evening a number of 
teams were brought into town, and dis
tributed around at the various places of 
business and the contents of every store 
and cellar were taken and put in these 
wagons. The dry goods stores at that time 
dealt in groceries, and all suffered greatly
by the loss of their entire stock. I saw 
the contents of some places of business on 
that day cleaned out, from the loss of which 
the owners never recovered. We had in 
our cellar a considerable amount of molas
ses, syrup, sugar, &c. About thirty soldiers 
took hold of the ropes and drew the large
hogsheads of syru p fr('m the cellar, and af
ter all was up in front of the store, an officer 
with a book and penl1il took down the num
ber of gallons in each, the number of 
pounds of sugar, &c. In doing this he 
seemed particularly desirous to get the ex
act amounts and called me to see each 
guage and t\ntry. Before he gave the or
der to load them in his wagons, his heart 
seemed to relent, and he told me to select 
whichever hogshead I desired to retain, 
which he had his men to put back into the 
cellar. That was the largest sale of groce
ries we had ever made at one time, and 
that on the Sabbath, too. Our loss on that 
day was heavy, but so was it with every
other establishment in the town. A great
er calamity, however, was yet in store for 
us a year later. Throl,1ghout the afternoon 
of this day a young man employed in Mr. 
William Wallace's store-'rhomas Lind
say, now residing in Pittsburg-was OODl
pelled by the rebels to remain in Mr. Wal
lace's cellar filling their canteens with mo
lasse,g. While engaged in the patience
provoking process of running this thick 
stuff into their narrow necked canteens, 
the soldiers would reciprocate his kindness 
by pouring some of it over his head. Mr. 
IJindsay says he was the stickiest and best 
preserved boy in town that day. . 

This wholesale robbery was entirely 
against Gen. Lee's order. There was no 
requisition made so far as I have been able 
to ascertain. Colonel Freemantie, of the 
British Army, in his article in Black. 
wood's Magazine, as already referred to, 
says of this day's transactions in our town: 
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"Major MOEe3 tells me that his orders are 
to open the stores in Chambersburg by 
force, and seize all that is wanted for the 
army in a regular and official manner, giv
ing in return its value in Confederate mon
eyor a receipt. The storekeepers bave, 
doubtless, sent away their most valuable 
goods on the approach of the Confederate 
army. Much also has been already seized 
by Ewell, who passed through nearly a 
week ago. But Moses was much elated at 
baving already discovered a large supply 
of excellent felt bats hidden away in a cel
lar, whicb be 'annexed' at once." These 
hats were taken from Mr. Jacob Dechert, 
whose vlace of business wa" then where J. 
N. Dyson & Co's. hat and shoe store now 
is, and the value of the lot captured waR 
about two thousand dollars. 

Colonel Freemantle continues :-"Moses 
Droceeded into town at 11 A. 1II. with an of
ficial requisition (from Gen. Longstreet), 
for three day's rations for the whole army 
in this neighborhood. These rations he is 
to seize by force, if not voluntarily sup
plied. * * Neither the Mayor nor the 
Corporation were to be found anywhere, 
nor were the keys of the principal stores 
forthcoming until Moses began to apply 
the axe. * * I returned to the camp at 
6 P. 1II. Major Moses did not get back till 
very late, much depressed at the iii-suc
cess of his mission. He had searched all 
day most indefatigably, and had endured 
much contumely from the Union ladies, 
who called him 'a thievish, litt.le rebel 
scoundrel,' and other opprobious epithets. 
But this did not annoy him so mucb as the 
manner in which everything be wanted 
had been sent away or hidden in private 
houses, which he Is not allowed by Gen. 
Le.e's order to search. He has only man
aged to secure a quantity of molasses, su
gar and whiskey. >l The molasses and some 
of the sugar he took from our cellar and 
the whiskey from Mr. John F. Croft. 

The following day Major Moses, Com
missary General of Longstreet's corps, 
rode around to each place plundered, and 
paid for the things taken. When he came 
to settl& with me, he drew from his pocket 
a book in which the articles were carefully 
noted down. Taking his seat at my desk 
he wrote in a hurried and business-like 
manner an itemized bill. He then asked 
me the price we sold each article at, which 
he scrutinized for awhile and then sat down 
what he thought was rij!"ht. Footing the 
whole up he paId me in Confederate scrip. 
While writing so hurriedly I said to him, 
"Why, Major, you write just like a Phila
delphia lawyer." "That's just what I 
am," he replied. "I studied law on Wal
nutstreet, Philadelphia, butsomeyears ago 
I removed South, where I resided ever 
since." After receiving my pay in his 

worthless scrip, I said to him, "Now, Ma
jor, tell me what to do with this money!" 
Straightening himself up and listening to 
what I said, he replied, "Well, now, that 
is an important question, and deserves the 
best answer I can give. My ad vice to you 
is to invest this money in Confederate 
Bonds. They are at least as good as the 
money, and if our cause succeeds, as we 
expect it wlll, the bonds will be paid. If 
we fail, then of course our bonds will be . 
worthless, but so will yours, for your gov
ernment will be bankrupt by that time." 
The reader may, perhaps, be curious to 
know whetber I took the Major'FI advice, 
or what I did with my "money." It will 
be recollected that when telling of the 
shrewdness of Rev. Dr. Fisher indisposing
of the scrip given him-for printing done 
for the rebels, I stated that the Doctor 
made the best with his dealings with the 
rebels of any transaction I knew, with one 
exception, and that was a preacher also. 
The pre~ent is about the time to in
troduce that incident. Shortly after tbe 
retreat of the Confederatl:s from our 
State, an elderly gentleman carne into 
our store and after purchasing a few things, 
took me aside and proPo!>ed to leave a de
posit with me of a considerable sum of 
Greenbacks, for tbe purpose of buying up 
all the Confederate scrip I could get. He 
did not inform me what he wanted it for, 
nor where he lived, but I found these out 
afterwards. He instructed me to pay from 
four to fi ve cen ts on the dollar, and because 
of my cousenting to rid our county of this 
worthless trash, witb which it was flooded 
and counted of no value at all, be allowed 
me six cents on the dollar for mine. Ma
jor Moses allowed us fifty cents per gallon 
for molasses and syrup. Six cents on the 
dollar for our scrip netted us ju.,t three 
cents per gallon for wbat we could not long 
after that have gotten one dollar per gal
lon for. The reader can have some idea of 
the profit or loss of that day's trlinsaction, 
when in addition to our whole stock of su
gar and other groceries, eigbt bundred gal
lons of molasses and syrup were takeq: 

I have often felt anxious to know what 
the rebels did with our molasses. Perhaps' 
the solution of this question is given by 
Gen. Imboden in an article contributed by 
him to the Galax}} of November, l8il. 
Speaking of Gen. Lee's great simplicity, 
and sharing the lot of bis soldiers, Gen. 
Imboden says :-"On one occasion some 
molasses was obtained and sent to the field. 
One of General Lee'E. staff who was cater
er that week-that is, he drew the rations 
for the headquarters mess-set a small 
pitcher of molasses before the General at 
dinner, who was delighted to eat it with 
his bot corn bread Seeing his satisfaction, 
the cateri ng Colonel remarked, 'General, J 
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secured 1ive gallons for headq uarters.' 
'Was there so much for every mess the size 
of ours i''' Oh, no. The supply won't last 
a week." Then I direct, Colonel, that you
immediately return every drop you have. 
and send an order that no molasses shall 
be issued to officers or men except the sick 
in hospital.'" 

In I' week or two my strange friend 
called again and taking what SCrIP I had 
procured, left another deposit. 'rhis he 
continued until he had gotten about all 
that could be had. One day I heard of an 
accident befalling the family ofa poor man 
residing on the outskirts of the town. His 
son-a lad of about fourteen years of age
had the misfortune to get his leg crushed. 
I called to see the family and inquiring as 
to their necessitie!;, was told that for the 
present they needed nothing, but the trou
ble that most perplexed them was how to 
raise money to pay the doctor for his serv
ices in amputating the limb. The man 
then told me that his boy had picked up, 
here and there. a whole bundle of rebel 
money and said -if he could make anything 
out of ititmighthelp him through. Count
ing it I found he had about five hundred 
dollars, and I gave him enough for it to 
pay the <1octor and something over. But 
who was the strange man who was dealing 
in Confederate money r The following was 
his history as I afterwards learned it. He 
was a Presbyterian minister and resided 
somewbere in the Valley of Virginia, and 
being such an inveterate Union man he 
thundered the terrors of the law upon the 
heads of his rebel congregation until they 
locked the church ~ainst him. When the 
rebels advanced near where he lived he 
would flee North across the Potomac, and 
when the Union forces would secure the 
territory he would return. and, surrounded 
by a ~uard of Union soldiers, would open 
his church and preach again. Threeof his 
rebel neighbors desiring to sell their farms 
and move further down in rebeldom, he 
bought their farms, payable in cUrI'ency, 
and would thus follow the wake of the con
federate army and buy up their scrip and 
pay it over for the farms. He was a sharp 
financier. and what became of him and 
how he made out with his purchases, I 
uever heard. 

While tbis scene of plunder was takiug 
place in our town, the following interest
ing incidents occurred at General Lee's 
Iteadquarters. As the key to what is to 
follow is so interesting, I will allow the 
prinCipal actor therein to relate her own 
story. The person rp.ferred to is Mrs. Ellen 
McLellan, widow of our former towns
man, William McLellan, Esq. 

MR. J. HOKE Dear 811' :-1 take pleasure in 
rOlUplying with' your reqnest, aUlI will give you 
ulmef account of my interview with General 

Lee, as nearly as I can recollect it now. The 
mills, provisions ancl stores throughont the 
town and surrounding country were all in the 
hands of the enemy, and in many families sup
plies were running short. On the Sunday be
fore the battle of Gettysburg, (June 28th), mat
ters had become so serious that it became ne
cessary for some one to seek an interview with 
the enemy, and obtain flour. I sent for one of 
the body guards, and a captain came in re
sponse. From him I learned that I could see 
General Lee by going to his headquarters in 
Messersmith's woods. This captain offered me 
an escort, but assured me that I could go aloue 
with perfect safety, showing me a copy of Gen. 
Lee's order that anyone who would iusult a 
woman by word, look, or act, woulli be instant
ly shot. I then decide,] to decline an escort, 
and taking my young daughter, I set out for 
the camp. I.found the rules were stringently 
enforced, but had no difficulty in passing 
through tile ranks. Everything was in most 
perfect order; even the horses were picketed so 
as to do no inj ury to the trees in the grove where 
their tents were pitched. Reaching headquar
ters I found the General seated with his officers 
at the table. A subordinate met me and learn
ing my errand placed two camp stools, and in a 
short time I fonnel myself seated by Gell. Lee 
himself. I stated to him our need, and tole] him 
starva.tion would soon be at hand upon many 
families, unless he gave us aid. He seemed 
startled by this announcement. ancl said that 
such destitution ~eemed impossible in such a 
rich and beautiful grain growiug country, 
pointiug to the rich fields of grain aU aroun<l 
his camp. I remindetl him that thil! growing 
gmin was useless to us now, and that many of 
our people had no means to lay in supplies 
~head. He then assured me that he had turned 
over the supplies of food he found to his men to 
keep them from nwaging our homes. He said, 
"God help you if 1 permitted them to enter 
your houses. Your supplies depend upon the 
amount that is sent in to my men." He then 
told me to sencl one or two of our prominent 
men to him. I replied tqat they had nearly all 
goneaway, fearing that they would be seizecland 
taken ofl'. (I feared to ll:ive him the names of 
any of our gentlemen.) He then asked me to 
send a miller who could give him an idea of the 
quantity required. On leaving I asked for his 
autograi)h. He replied, "Do yon want the au
tograph of a rebel'!" I said, "General Lee, I 
~tm a true Union woman, and yet I ask for 
bread and your autograph_" The Genera.l re
plied "It is to your interest to be for the Union 
and i hope you may be as firm in your princi
ples as I am in mine." Ile assured me that his 
autograph would be a dangerous thing to pos
sess, but at length he gave it to me. Changing 
the topic of conversation, he assured me th(' 
war was a cruel thiJlg. and that heonly desire<l 
that tlley woulel let him go ~0m.e and eat .his 
bread. there in pen,ce. All thIS time I was Im
pressed with th(' strength ane] sadness of the 
man. 

I trust these few facts may prove of use to 
you. I am glad to _see tha~ yon are ~etting np 
lhese bits of unwntten hIstory. Of course 
have just giyeu you an outline of theafi"air and 
you are at Ji hf'rty to use it as you see fit. 
. ·Mrs. ELLE.~ ~l·LELLAX. 

I 
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The sequel to this visit of Mrs. McLel
lan will appear in the following fact: 
Judge Kimmell relates the following inci
dent: On the same day of Mrs. McLellan'S 
visit to General Lee's heaoquarters, or the 
day following, he cannot now say which, 
an officer of General Lee's staff came to 
his residence and rapped at the door. 
Upon opening the door the officer said, 
"Are you Judge Kimmell?" Upon re
plying in the affirmative, the officer hand
ed him a paper, saying "General Lee 
sends you this." The Judge says that it 
bad become known to some that he was 
engaged in sending information of the 
rebels to the authorities at Harrisburg, 
and knowing that his life would be forfeit
ed if found out, he thought as the officer 
handed him the paper from General L~p 
that "the very mischief was to pay." 
His fears, however, quickly subsided when 
he read the paper and found that it was 
an order from General Lee on the guard 
at Stouffer's mill for ten or fifteen barrels 
of flour for the poor of the town. BeforlOl 
he could use the order, General Lee had 
left and it was of no use. 

On this day a skirmish took place be
tween the advance of Ewell's Corps and 
the Union forces at Oyster's Point, three 
miles from Harrisburg. 

General Early entered and occupied 
York, and a portion of his command pass
ed on to seize the bridge over the Susque
h,mna at Wrightsville.

Two regiments of Union cavalry, num
bering about 2,000, under command of 
General Cawpland, entered Gettysburg 
from the direction of Emmittsburg. They 
had been sent forward on a reconnoissance, 
and after encamping over night east of 
the town went off in the morning iowards 
Littlestown. 

This day General Hooker was relieved 
of the command of the army of the Poto
mac, and Generai Meade put in bis place. 
The whole of the Union Army was 
marcbing through Frederick northward. 
Generals Reynolds and Howard, with the 
first and eleventh corps, were sent forwaro 
ill the direction of Emmittsburg. 

MONDAY, JUNE 29TH. 

On this day the divisions of McLaws 
and Hood, of I,ongstreet'sUorps, left their 
encampments, north and south of the 
town, and proceeded to FayetteVille. The 
remaining division of this Corps, com
manded by General Pickett, remained at 
Chambersburg until the morning of 
Thursday, July 2d, by order of Genetal 
Lee, to protect the re3.r, and the wagon 
train. 

Some time during this day the balance 
of Heth's division of Ewell's Corps left 
their encampment about Greenwood, and 

crossed the mountain, encamping llear 
Cashtown with that part of the division 
which had crossed the day previously. It 
was this addition to the force already at 
that place which increased the llumber of 
camp fires of the previous evening, as 
seen from Gettysl1urg (Professor Jacob's 
Battle of Gettvsburg, page 21). 

On this day the meu of Pickett's. divi
sion-the only force then in or near the 
town-commenced to destroy the railroad. 
This they did by prying up the rails, 
piling the ties and rails from the adjoining 
fences into heaps with the rails across 
the top and setting fire thereto. When 
the rails became red hot they bent out of 
shape by their own weight and became 
unfit for use. This work of destruction 
went on until on the morning of 'Yednes
day, July 1st, they destroyed the depot 
buildings. Fearing to involve surround
ing buildings in destruction by setting the 
engine and work shops on fire, the walls 
were battered until they fell. Ten or a 
dozen soldiers would take a long iron rail, 
such as was used for railroad tracks, and 
use it as a battering: ram. In this way 
they soon succeeded in throwing down the 
buildings. A large lot of lumber was car
ried from the carpenter shop and piled 
upon the turn-table and Bet on fire. This 
not only secured the destruction of the 
lumber, but the turn-table also. 

On this day Dr. J. L. Suesserott visited 
the headquarters of General Lee. 'fhe 
object of his visit and what he saw are 
thus stated by the Doctor: "On tbe day 
prior to the l'emoval of General Lee from 
Messersmith's woods, I visited him for 
the purpose of baving a blind mare, the 
property of Col. D. O. Gebr, exempted 
from capture. All of the other available 
horses baving been removed to safe quar
ters, I wanted to use this one for the pur
pose of plowing my corn. After the Gen
eral had given the order to have the 
proper paper prepared, and whilst it was 
being done, having nothing to do, I em
ployed my time in watching the features 
and movements of General Lee, and never 
since have I seen so much emotion depict
ed on a human countenance. 'With his 
hand at times clutching his hair and with 
contracted brow, he would walk with 
rapid strides for a few rods and then, as if 
he bethought himself of his actions, with 
a sudden jerk he would produce an entire 
change in his features and demeanor and 
cast an enquiring gaze on me only to be 
followed in a moment by the same contor
tions of face and agitation of person. 'fhe 
order for the safety of the horse having 
been finished and delivered, I made rapi(\ 
strides towards town, only to find that the 
Medical Purveyor of the Rebel Army had 
takeb the horse, and my corn, which S\l.tl
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ly Ileeded working, had to take its chance 
along with hundreds of acres within the 
county in the same condition." 

On the evening of this day, ~ome time 
Mter dark, the writer, in company with 
1\11'. H. E. Hoke and Mr. George R. Colli
flower, went up into the steeple of the 
Reformed church. From that elevated 
position we hall an uninterrupted view for 
miles all about us. 'l'he line of the rail
road could be traced south of the town by 
the numerous fires still burning. Tlie 
!'lOU nd of tlle drum was heard from Pick 
ett's camp about two miles 80uthward. 
Along the South Mountain for miles up 
and down the valley innumerable strange 
lights were seen flashing to and fro. 'l'hat 
these lights were used as signals for com
municating information, we well knew, 
but their occasion and import we were of 
course ignorant of. Perhaps the fact 
shortly to be related will solve the prob
Jem. Some time in tlle afterpart of that 
night, probably about two o'clock in the 
morning, I was awakened by my wife, 
who tO'ld me that some important move· 
ment was going on among the Confeder
ates and that I should get up and come to 
the window. l'eering cautiously through 
the half-closed shutters we saw a 
continuous stream of wagons driven hur
riedly through the street. 'l'hey were 
coming back from the direction of Harris
burg, and passing up Main street to the 
Diamond, turned east towards Gettysburg. 
The wagons were drivell at a rapid pace, 
sometimes at a fast trot. They seemed to 
be heavily ladell and caused a grinding 
noise upon the pike as they passed along. 

'fhey proved to be Ewell's traill, and 
contained ammunition for the great battle 
then near at hand. The importance of 
this train may be inferred from the fact 
that it had the precedence in the right of 
way over Longstreet's men. General 
l\TcLaws in command of olle of the uivi
sions of Longstreet's Corps, which was 
kept uack in its march tawaI'll::! Gettys
burg by this train, says tllat it was Jow'
teen miles long, (Annals of the \Var, page 
440). Dr. Cullen, Medical Director of 
Longstreet's Corps, on page 439 of the 
same book, says that this train was in 
charge of Johnson's division. While 
passing hurriedly througb our town, a 
rumbling lloise could be heard as if the 
whole valley was filled with moving 
trains. Evidently only a part of this im
mense train passed through here, tl1e bal
ance passing'up from Shippensburg along 
~he base of the South Mountain, and com
lDg out into the Gettysburg pike near 
Greenwood, as did Johnson's division 
having it in charge. 

The hasty -passage of this train through 
. Ollr town towards Gettysburg convinced 

or 
he 
ed 
~le 
U'

~; 
ras 
m-
res 

me that Lee was concentratillg his forces, 
and that no time should be lost in sending 
information tbereof to the autborities at 
Harrisburg. Rising early to see after pro
curing a scout to carry a message, I wa' 
called upon by Judge Kimmell, and after 
intercbanging a few words he left me, and 
in a short time nrocured the services of 
:Mr. Steven W. Pomeroy, now the Rev. R. 
\V. Pomeroy, pastor of the Presbyterian 
church at Mount Union, Pa. I sball, in my 
chapter on seoutd, give :Mr. Pomeroy's 
account of his trip with this valuable 
information. 

But now, what was the cause of this 
sudden concentration of Lee's army in tbe 
direction of Gettysburg r General Long
street in hi!! contribution to the Annali{ oj 
the War, page 419, says that on the even
ing of this day, Monday, 29th, a scout by 
the name of Harrison, who had been sent 
by him from Culpepper into the Union 
lines to obtain information, came to his 
headquarters near Chambersburg and 
reported that the Army of the Potomac 
had crossed thePotomac,and was encamp
ed about Frederick City. Longstreet saw 
at once that this information was of \'ast 
importance and he sent him at once to 
General Lee's headquarters where he im
parted to Lee the information he brought. 
'l'hat this was the first intormation which 
Lee received of the whereabouts of the 
Army of tbe Potomac is clearly stateu by 
General Longstreet in tbe following 
extract from the article referred to. The 
General says, "We had not heard from 
the enemy for several days, ar:d General 
Lee was in doubt as to whe're he was; in
deed we did not know that he had yet left 
Virginia." In the absence of the knowl
edge of the position of the Union army. 
General Lee had issued orders for a IJ 

attack npon Harrisburg by General Ewell 
a part of wbose Corps was on the 
evening of tLat day-Monday, 2!lth
Ileal' the entrenchments on the west bauk 
of the Susquehanna, but. upon receiving 
the illformation brouglJt by tbb scout, he 
countermanded that order and immediate· 
ly directed General Ewell and all his 
other Generals to coucentrate tb.eir forces 
ner Gettysburg. Tbat such were the fact!; 
will appear in the following extracts from 
General Longstreet's article already re
ferred to. General Longstreet says, 
"General Lee had already issued orders 
that we were to advance towards Harris
burg." Again he says that upon meeting 
General Lee the next morning, after tbe 
arrival of the scout, he asked him "if the 
information brought by the scout migbt 
not involve a change of direction of the 
head of the column to the right?" To 
this remark he says General Lee "imme
diatelyacquiesced in the suggestion, pOSe 
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sibly saying that he had already given 
orders to that effect." He then adds that 
"the movement towards th':3 enemy was 
uegun at once." And tbat this withdraw
al of General Ewell's train from down the 
valley and its rapid flight towards Gettys
burg occurred at the time stated, is placed 
beyond dispute by the authorities already 
quoted, as well as by General Longstreet 
bimself, who says that "about noon 
(Tuesday, 30th) the road in front of my 
Corps was blocked by Hill's Corps (the 
two Divisions encamped about Green
wood) and Ewell'swagon train, which had 
cut into the road above," i. e., near Green.
wood, in advance of two Divisions of his 
Corps then near Fayettevilie. (Annals of 
the War, page 420.) 

As has been already shown, up to the 
night of Monday, 29th, Lee's objective was 
Harrisburg. But it may be said, "if Gen. 
Lee contemplated an attack upon 'Harris
burg, why did he send two corps of his 
army to tbe east in the direction ot Get
tysburg, and only one-Ewell's, down the 
valley lI" This may be satisfactorily ac
counted for as follows: 

1. General Lee DO doubt supposed that 
Ewell's corps was sufficient to overcome 
all opposition he was likely to meet at Har
risburg. He Imew that the army of the 
Potomac would not uncover the National 
capital to save tbe capital of a State, and 
he further knew that there was no ade
quate, organized force likely to oppose 
him in an attack upon the latter. As for 
raw, unorganized and undisciplined mili
tia, he had no fear whatever for any num
ber of them. 

2. Lee may have coulemplated, after 
making a strong demonstration in the di
rection of Baltimore and Washington to 
mislead and deceive the Federal authori
ties, to withdraw part of hig force from 
that direction, and march them to rein
force Ewell before Harrisburg. If Harris
uurg was his real objective, the crossingof 
the South Mountain and passing up north
ward by its ea~tern side of a considerable 
part of his force, would have been bis prop
er route. 'Vitb Early's division at York 
constituting his right, and Rhode's and 
Johnson's divisions in the neighborhood 
of Carlisle, constituting his lett, the troops 
passing up to the east of the mountain 
would come in the centre and complete
the line. 

3. General Lee wa!\ too wise and cau
tious, in the absence of all knowledge of 
the whereabouts of the army of the Poto
mac, to leave so important a pass as the 
road leading from Gettysburg to this place 
unguarded, thereby endangering his rear 
in case of an advance of all his forces upon 
Harrisburg. He might have suspected, 
and certainly had sufficieut reason for do. 

ing so, that his old antagonist would follow 
him up and strike him at the· most favora
ble opportunity. 'fo prepare for such a 
contingency was but common prudence,
and to meet it adequately twice or thrice 
the number of men to take Harrisburg 
would be necessary.

But let us look at the situation, and see 
where the various divisions and parts of 
the Confederate aud Federal armies were 
on this Monday night, befort' the concen
tration began, and we will be the batter 
prepared to follow them in their course to
wards the decisive field. 

1. Ewell's Corps. Early's division was 
at York; Rhode's division lay about Car
lisle with its advance upon Kingston, thir
teen miles from Harrisburg. Jenkin'scav
airy was between Kingston and the defen
ses of the capital on the high bills south of 
the Susquehanna. Johnson's di vision lay 
in the valley between Shippensburg and 
Carlisle. Two brigades of cavalry under 
Generals William E. Jones and Beverly 
Robertson were somewhere in the valley
with the di visions of Rhodes and J'Ohnson. 

2. Hill's Corps. Heth's division was 
east of the mountain at Cashtown; Pen
der's and Anderson's about Greenwood. 

3. Longstreet's Corps. The divisions 
of McLaws and Hood were about Fayette
ville. Pickett's division was about two 
miles soutb of Chambersburg. 

Imboden's cavalry was then about Mer
cersburg, the Gap in the mountain west of 
that place, and in McConnellsburg. 

Stl£art's caval1'y was somewhere about 
Hanover to the east of the Union army, 
and were moving about apparently with
ont auy strategical purpose other than to 
effect a junction with the confederate in
fantry.

Imagine a vast fan with its base at Lee'::; 
headquarters in Messersmith's woods, near 
Chambersburg, and its circumference ex
tending from McConnellsburg- its extreme 
left, through Carlisle and York to Cash
town, in Adams county its extreme right, 
and vou will have some idea of the situa
tion ·of the Confederate army on the night 
of Monday, 29th. With the exception, of 
Pickett's tlivision, which was to remain 
here to protect the rear, and Imboden '8 
cavalry, who were to keep the way open 
for the divisions of Jones and Robertson, 
who guarded the rear of Johnson's divis
ion and Ewell's wagon train, as they fell 
back from down the valley, and then them
sel ves follow on to Gettysburg, all the scat
tered parts of this great invading host 
were to be called together at one point on 
the right. '1'0 reach these at some of the 
points stated courier:; must have been sent, 
while others may have been notified by 
signal. Four hours after the order was is· 
~ued for concentration of these forces, acopy 
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ofitc()uld llave been carried to every point, 
except to Earlyat York, and he could have 
lJeeen reached iJefore daylight on the fol
lowing morning. May not the mysteri
ous .lires we saw thatnight, from the 
church steeple, have been the signals em
nloyed? 
- We will now turn our eyes across the 
Oouth Mountain, and take a view of the 
grand and glorious Army of the Potomac 
as it marches to meet these minions of op
pression and slavery. Let IlS mark well 
its movements in connection with the 
movements of the foe, and observe th'e 
points of contact between these two mighty
forces. 

The army of the Potomac at that time 
consisted of seven corps. The First Corps 
was commanded by Gen. Reynolds; the 
Second, Gen. Hancock; the Third, Gen. 
Sickles; the Fifth, Gen. Sykes, who suc
ceeded Gen. Meade when he was made 
commander in chief; the Sixth, Gen. 
Sedgwick; the Eleventh, Gen. Howard, 
and the Twelfth, Gen. Slocum. The cav
alry were under Gen. Plea.santon, and the 
artillery under Gen. Hunt. On Sunday,
28th, the day Gen. Meade sucf'eeded Gen. 
Hooker to the command, these corps pass
ed through Frederick, some forty miles 
south of Gettysburg. At this point they
diverged, each corps taKing a separate road, 
but all tell ding in one geneml direction 
northward. '1'he Union Army, like the 
Confederate, spread out from the point of 
rlivergence like the sticks of a fjin. '1'be 
First Corps moved up the .ii:mmittsburg
road ami formed the left of the army. 'fhe 
Eleventh Corps marched upa parallel road 
a little further east, through Griegerstowll ; 
the 'l'bird and Twelfth moved by parallel 
roads leading to Taneytown, thirteen miles 
south of Gettysburg; the Second and Fifth 
moved still further east through Liberty
aud Uniontowll, while the Sixth, with 
lhe cavalry under Gen. Gre!!g, went some 
what circuitollsly by 'Vestminster, and 
formed the right of the line. TheConfed
erate Army, in its concentration, was to be 
swung to the right, and the fan would close 
Upon its righ t su pport; the Federal was to be 
swung to the lett, and would close upon its 
left support. The pointof contact was Get
tysburg, and the parts which first came iu 
Collision were Reynolds aud Howard upon
our left, and Heth and Pender upon the 
Confederate right. The reader will do well 
to watch in the coming details the times 
and places where the various parts of these 
two great hosts came into collision. 

Col. James G. Biddle, in Annals of the 
lyar, pages 208,209, says that "On the 
night of the 30th, after the army of the 
Potomac had made two days' marches, 
Gen. Meade heard that L£'e was concen
trating his army to meet him, and being 

ignorant of the country in frolltof him, he 
at Ollce instructed his engineers to select 
some ground having a general reference to 
the existing positions of the army, which 
he might occupy by rapid movements of 
concentration, and thus give battle on his 
own terms, in case the enemy should ad
vance across the South l'.Iountaill. The 
general line of Pipe Clay Creek was select
ed, and a preliminary order of instructions 
issued to tbe corps commanders, informing 
them of the fact, and explaining how they
might move their p.orps and concentrate in 
a good position along the line. * .)(- * 
On Tuesday, 30th, Gen. Revnolds, who 
commanded the left wing of the army, was 
sent from Emmittsburg to Gettysburg,
with orders to report concerning the char
acter of the ground there, at the same time 
Gen. Humphrys was ordered to examine 
the ground in the vicinity of Emittsburg.
But while thus active in his endeavors to 
ascertain the nature of the several posi
tions where he could fight Lee, Gen. 
Meade, at the same time, continued to press 
forward his army, and concentrate it so 
that he could move it with ease toward any 
point. " 

TUESDAY, 30TH. 

Early in the morning of this day Gen. 
Longstreet left his headquarters near this 
place and rode out to Messersmith's woods 
where, after a short consultation with 
General Lee, in which the latter informed 
him that he had countermanded his order 
for an attack upon Harrisburg, and had 
determined to cross the South Mountain 
and meet the Army of the Potomac, the 
two Generals rode together to Greenwood, 
where they encamped for the night. (An
nals of the War, page 410, 420.)

The two divisions of Hill's Corps-Pen
der and Anderson-left their en cam pments
neal' Fayetteville, and proceeded to Cash
town. From this place the divisions of 
Heth and Pender were moved to the vicin·· 
ity of Marsh Creek, encamping there for 
the night. Anderson's division l'emained 
over ri.ight at Cashtown. McLaws and 
Hood's divisions of Longstreet's Corps, uo
able to proceed because of Ewell's wagon
train and Johnson's division, which had 
that train in ch/lrge, and which had the 
riO"ht of way, remained in their encamp
m'ents near Fayetteville until the follow
ing afternoon. 

At an early hour this morning General 
Rhodes was recalled from below Carlisle, 
and ordered to march by way of the pike
from that place across the mountain, uni
ting with Early's division atHeidlersburg,
nine miles north of Gettysburg, the 
same evening. Johnson's division retrac
ed its way, having Ewell's wagon trainin 
charge. It and probably a part of the 
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wagon train passed from Shippensburg to 
Greenwood by the country road near the 
base of the South Mountain, and reached 
Gettysburg late in the evening of the fol
lowing day. 

Gen. Imboden's cavalry on the evening 
of this day were ordered to leave their en
campments about McConnellsburg and 
Mercersburg and proceed to Gettysburg. 

About 9! A. )1. of this day adetacbment 
from Heth's division under General Petti
grew advanced upon a reconnoisance as 
far as Seminary Ridge, and at' 10t with
drew again to Cashtown. 

At lIt A. M. about 6,000 Federal Cavalry 
under General Buford, arrived in Gettys
burg, and encamped one and a-hlf miles 
from town, on the Chambersburg pike. 

In accordance with the instructions giv
en by the commander in chief, Gen. Rey
nolds marched from Emmittsburg on the 
morning of Tuesday, gOth, and encamped 
that night four miles southwest of Gettys
burg, and on the following ruorning, 
Wednesday, July 1st, he entered Gettys
burg and found Gen. Buford with his cav
alry engaged with the rebels who had ad
vanced from their encarupment at Marsh 
Creek, on the road leading from Cham bers
burg. The further movements of the 
Union Army will be given in connection 
with those of the Rebels in their proper 
place. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1ST. 

\ 

On the norning of this day General Lee 
and Longstreet left their headquarters at 
Greenwood, where they had spent the 
night, and proceeded together towards Get
tysburg. After riding some three or four 
miles, heavy firing was heard in the direc
tion of Gettysburg, at which General Lee 
rode rapidly forward to ascertain the cause 
of it, leaving Longstreet to see after the 
two divisions of his corps yet at Fayette
ville. After attending to some details 
concerning these troops, he went forward 
and rejoined Lee in the rear of the line of 
the battle of that day about frye o'clock ill 
the afternoon. Thewroad was not cleared 
of Ewell's train so that Longstreet's t,,;o 
corps could pass until late in the after
noon, and his artillery did not getthe road 
until 2 o'clock the following morning. By 
a forced march McLaws' division reached 
Marsh Creek, four ruiles from Gettys
burg, a little after dark, al"d-Hood's divi
sion got within nearly. ~be same distance 
of the town about twelve o'clock at night. 
(Gen. Longst~:d; in Annals of the War, 
pages 310 ~.t1d 420.)

In order to give the precise time when 
the 'various Corps and Divisions of the 
tv; 0 armies reached the field of conflict, 
and their positions in the line, and the 
part they respectively took in the 'battle, 

it will be necessary to go somewhat into 
detail of the events of those three eventful 
days. 'l'his detail, while familiar to most 
readers, still seems necessary in order to 
tbe completeness of tbis narrative. In 
grouging togetber the following fact!:!, I 
acknowledge my indebtedness to the va
rious persons who have written of this bat
tle, especially to Professor Jacobs's Battle 
of Gettysburg, from which I have largely 
drawn. 

At balf-pal't nine o'clock this morning, 
skirmishing began between Buford's dis
mounted cavalry, wbich bad encamped 
over night a mile and a half out on the 
pike leading to Chambersburg, and Heth's 
and Pender's Divisions, wbich had en
camped tbe previous night four miles out 
on the same road. About 10~ o'clock the 
First Corps under Gen. Reynolds, began 
to come up from their encampment south 
west of the town. Gen. Reynolds dashed 
through Gettysburg and on out to Semin
ary Ridge, while his men moved across 
the fields from the Emmittsburg road and 
formed under cover of the same eminence. 
The right moved to the east of the turn
pike and railroad, and formed a line behind 
a grove, and the left formed on the crest 
of the hill near the Seminary. Both 
wings then advanced and the cavalry 
gradually fell back to the rear. For over 
four hours these eight tbousand men stood 
like a wall of fire against the fierce as
saults of twice their number, and up to 3 
P. M., tile left wing was able not only to 
hold its own, but to drive back the enemy 
in their fearful charges. In an effort of 
Gen. Archer to flank and capture one of 
our brigades, they captured him and his 
whole brigade reduced to about 1,500 men. 
This took place in the rear of the Semina
ry, Hear Willoughby's run, at about the 
middle of the day. '1'he right, which was 
comparatively weak, having been opposed 
by a lUuch stronger force, although hold
ing ito position for a 10llg while, was sev
eral times driven back through the grove 
aud adjacent fields, down to the eastern 
base of Seminary Ridge. It lost heavily 
in killed and wounded. In these back
ward and forward movements, it lost, B,t 
one time, 1,900 prisoners, which were 
afterwards retaken, and in turn it took a 
regiment of l\Iiesissippians of SOO men and 
sent them to tlle ear. 

"It soon became apparent that our right 
wa~ the main ohject of the enemy's attack. 
As early as 10 A. M., the Divisions of 
Rhoades and Earlv left Heidlersburg, and 
by a rapid march by separate roads, reach
ed the scene of conflict about noon. Ar
riving within a short distance of our right, 
and forming in a secluded valley, under 
cover of a hill, Rhodes' Division entered 
the fight and endeavored to make a flanl; 
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movement upon our men. Early's Divi
sion did not participate until about 2 P. 
M. The Union troops being so hard press
ed, were about giving way on our right, 
when a portion of the Eleventh Corps,
which had been unaccountably delayed, 
came to its support. At 1 P. 1\1., two di
visions of this Corps, under Generals 
Schurz and Barlow, hurried through the 
town, and took a position on our extreme 
right, resting on the 1\IuIDmasburg road; 
and by their support the tide of battle was 
stayed, until Early's Division took part in 
tbe fight. The other division of the 
Eleventh Corps, under General Stein
wehr, by the prudent forethougbt and 
wise generalship of General Howard, was 
at once sent to occupy Cemetery Hill, on 
the south of the town, and to provide for 
the contingeilcy which happened three 
hou rs afterwards." 

After Early's Division had entered the 
fight, it soon became evident that our 
right would be turned, and our men all 
killed or captured, for the First Corps and 
the two Divisions of the Eleventh, num
bering not more than 16,000, could not 
long stand before the 30,000 of Heth, Pen
der, Rhodes and Early combined. '1'0 
provide for the contingeucy which Gener
al Howard saw was inevitable, the heavy 
artillery were removed to Cemetery Hill, 
and Steinwehr's division was arranged to 
receive and support our hardly pressed 
ruen when they would be compelled to 
retire from tbe lmegual contest. At last 
the break in our line occurred, and the 
retreat became general. 'l'he First Corps, 
for the most part fell back through the 
southwestern outskirts of the town, and 
took position on the left and rear of Stein
wehr. The Eleventh Corps mostly crowd
ed through Washington and Baltimore 
streets to Cemetery Hill, and took position 
in front and on the right centre. Being 
badly crowded in passing through the 
streets, and considerably confused, they 
were unable to repel the enemy who 
pressed bard upon them; and as a conse
quence, about 2,500 were takfln prisoners. 
But notwithstanding this retreat, and the 
confusion attending it, the brave men 
who had escaped to Cemetery Hill, coolly 
and quietly fell into position, where they 
found themselves supported by two lines 
of battle formed by Gen. Steinwehr, and
?y a formidable array of artillery already
In place, from which a raking fire was 
poured upon the pressing rebels which 
brought them to a standstill. 

Almost in the very beginning of the 
e.ngagement, General Reynolds fell a vic
tl!ll to his cool bravery and zeal. As was 
hiS custom he rode in front of his men, 
lllacing them in position and urging them 
to the tight, when he was shot through 
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the head by a rebel sh:upshooter and died 
almost instantly. General Reynolds, it 
is said by those who knew him well, was 
the greatest soldier the Army of the Poto
mac ever lost in battle. General Meade 
said of him that "he was the noblest as 
well as the bravest gentleman in the 
army. " 

Major Joseph G. Rosengarten, in an 
article contributed bv him to the Annals 
of the War, pages 63, 64, thus describes 
the fall of General Reynolds, and the dis
position made of his body. "In the full 
flush of life and health, vigorously.leading 
on the troops in hand, and energetically
summoning up the rest of his command, 
watching and even leading the attack of a 
comparatively small body, a glorious pic
ture of the best type of a military leader, 
superbly mounted, and horse and man 
sharing in the excitement of battle, Rey
nolds was, of course, a shining mark to 
the enemy's sharpshooters. He had 
taken his troops into a heavy growth of 
timber on the slope of a hillside, and, 
under their regimental and brigade com
manders, the men did tbeir work well and 
promptly. Returning to join the expect
ed diviSion, he was struck by a Minnie 
ball, fired by a sharpshooter hidden in the 
branches of a tree almost overhead, and 
ldlled at once; his horse bore him to the 
little clump of trees, where a cairn of 
!'ltones and a rude mark on the bark, now 
almost overgrown, still tells the fatal 
spot. " 

The body of General Reynolds was at 
once borne to the rear and placed for a 
while in a little house on the Emmitts
burg road. In the midst of the battle, the 
body of the dead chieftain was placed in 
an ambulauce, and taken by his faithful 
orderly and a small escort to the nearest 
railroad station, whence it was borne 
to Baltimore, thence to Philadelphia and 
finally to Lancaster, his former home, 
where, on the Fourth of July, while the 
defeated and discomfitted host of rebellion 
and treason were seeking safety in flight, 
it was interred in the tranquil cemetery,
where he lies in the midst of his family, 
near the scenes of his childhood, and on 
the soil of his native State. 

As the little cortege which bore the 
body of General Reynolds from the field 
passed out a short distan.ce below G:ettys
burg, it stopped a few mlllu~es to 1!'.lve to 
General Hancock, who met It on hiS way 
to take command, the latest news of the 
day. Arriving at General Meade's head
quarters at Tanneytown, the cortege again 
stopped where, in the midst of sincere ex 
pressions of deep sorrow over the ove.r
whelming loss, time was taken to explam 
to Meade, and Warren, and Hunt, and 
\ViIliams, and Tyler, all that could serve 
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to explain the actual condition of affairs, 
the advantages of the position taken, and 
the necessity of all p08sible haste in send
ing forward troops. 

General Reynolds has been charged 
with rashness and prematurelv bringing 
on the battle, by leading his co'mparative
ly small force against such overwhelming 
numbers, and not taking a strong position 
and holding it until the arrival of rein
forcements. 'rhe battle of that day was 
not so much of choice upon his part I1,S 
necessity, for had he not held the rebels 
in check, they would have taken the posi
tion 'which the Union forces afterwardg 
took and held. 

Considerable discussion has taken place 
as to who first saw the advanages of Cem
etery Hill as a suitable place for making a 
stand. Major Rosengarten in the Annals 
of the War, page 65, claims that houor for 
General Reynolds, and says that while 
the battle was raging, messenger after 
messenger was despatched to Gen. l\Ieade, 
then at Taneytown, thirteen miles dis
tant, stating the importance of the posi
tion and urgine: the ~ending forward of 
troops. The friends of Generals Howard 
and Doubleday, also claim this honor for 
their respective chiefs. Professor Jacobs 
in his Battle of Gettysburg, page 25, says 
that "ea.lIy in the morning the hills sur
rounding Gettysburg had been carefully 
examined by the General and his signal 
officers. At St A. M., one of these officers .. 
was on the College cupalo making obser
vations, when his attention was specially 
directed to that hill by one of the officers 
of the College, as being of the highest 
strategic importance, and commanding 
the whole couutry around for many miles. 
Doubtless he had satisfied himself of the 
preeminent advantages it offered as a posi. 
tion of offence and defense, and therefore 
determined to take and hold it." Profes
sor Jacobs does not say what General tbis 
was. It could not have been Reynolds, 
for as soon as he reached Gettysburg he 
dasbed through the town out to Seminary 
Ridge to engage in the battle already 
begun between the rebels and General 
Buford. And it could not have been 
Howard, for he only reached the town at 
Ht A. M. He may refer to General Bu
ford, but the chief credit it seems should 
be given to that signal officer and the Pro
fessor of the College, who pointed out the 
advantages of that place. To the subordi- ' 
nates, the Engineers, whose business it is 
to see after such things, the credit is 
doubtless due, and Buford, Reynolds, 
Howard or Doubleday, acted only by the 
suggestions these officers made. 

After the fall of General Reynolds, the 
chief command devolved on General 

Doubleday until the arrival of General 
Howard at 1It A. M. 

Owing to the direction of the wind, tile 
sound of Reynolds' guns did not reach 
General Meade's headquarters at Taney
town, and it was not until about 1 o'clock 
P. 1\1., tilat word was brought him of the 
battle and the fall of Reynolds. General 
Meade at once sent General Hancock to 
Gettysburg, with orders to assume com
mand ofall the troops, and to report to him 
concerning the practicability of fighting a 
battle there. Arriving at Gettysburg, and 
seeing the strength of the position taken, 
General Hancock at once sent a despatcll 
to Meade, in which he expressed his satis
faction with the position. Before, howev
er, receiving this dispatch from Hancock, 
General Meade was satisfied from the re
ports of ilis officers returning from the 
field, that Lee was about to concentrate 
his whole army there, and without wait
ing forfurtheriuformation from Hancock, 
be at once issued orders to the Fifth and 
Twelfth Corps to proceed to the scene of 
action. Upon the receipt at 61 P. M., of 
Hancock's dispatch, Meade ordered all his 
Corpscommanders to move to Gettysburg, 
he himself iJreaking up his lleadquarters 
at 'raneytown at 10 o'clock and reached 
the field at 1 A. M., of the 2d. 

'rbe new position taken by our forces 
Mter their defeat west of Gettysburg, prov
ed to be one of great strength, and had the 
rebels followed the advantage gainell dur
ing the day by driving them from it, the 
result of the next two days' fighting might 
have been sadly different from what it 
was. As to the reasons why an attack 
was not made upon that position that 
evenin~, the following facts from Confed
erate sources are to the point. Speaking 
of this failure, General Ewell, in his offi
cial report, says: "The enemy had fallen 
back to a commanding position that was 
known to us as Cemetery Hill, south of 
Gettysburg, and quickly showed a formi · 
dable front there. On entering the town, 
I received a message from the command
ing general to attack the hill, if I could do 
so to advantage. I could not bring artil
lery to bear on it; all the troops with me 
were jaded by twelve hours' marching 
and fighting, and I was notified that Gen
eral Johnson was close to the town with 
his division, the only one of my Corps 
that had not been engaged, Anderson's 
Division of the 'rhird Corps, (Longstreet's) 
baving been halted to let them pass. 
Cemetery Hill was not assailable from tbe 
town, aud I determined. with Johnson's 
Division, to take possession of a wooded 
hill to my left, on a line with and com· 
manding Cemetery Hill. Before Johnsou 
got up the Federals were reported moving 
to our left flank-our extreme left-and 1 
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could see what seemed to be his skirmish
ers in that direction. Before this report 
could be investigated by Lieutenant T. T. 
Turner, of my staff, and Lieutenant Rob
ert Early, S€'nt to investigate it, and 
Johnson placed in position, the night was 
far advanced." 

Napier Bartlett, in an article in the" Mil
itary Annals ojLouisiana," says :-"Hays
received orders, through Early, from Gen
eral Ewell to halt at Gettysburg, and ad
vance no further in case he should succeed 
in capturing that place. But Hays SlLW 
that the enemy were coming around by 
what is known as the Baltimore road, and 
were making for the heights-the Ceme
tery Ridge. This ridge meantlife or death 
and for the possession of it the battles of 
the 2d and 3d were fought. * * * Ow
ing to the long detour the enemy was com
pelled to make, it was obvious that he 
could not get his artillery in position on 
the heights for one or two hours. The im
mediate occupation of the heights by the 
Confederates. who were in position to get 
them at the time referred to, was a matter 
of vital importance. Hays recognized it 
as such, and presently sent for Early. Tile 
latter thought as Hays, but declinea to 
disobey orders. At the urgent request of 
General Hays, however, he sent for Gen
eral Ewell. When the latter arrived, 
many preciuus moments had been lost." 

General Lee explains his failure to send 
positive orders to Ewell to follow up the 
advantages of the day by capturing Ceme
tery Hill as follows: "'l'he attack was not 
pressed that afternoon, the enemy's force 
being unknown, and it being considered 
advisable to await the arrival of the rest of 
the troops. Orders were sent back to hast
en their march and, in the meantime, eve
ry effort was made to ascertain the num
bers and positions of the enenmy, and find 
the most favorable point to attack." 
General Longstreet,in Annals ojllle War, 

page 420, relates the following incident 
of General Lee in tbe afternoon of that 
day, which shows, as Longstreet says, that 
Lee was enveloped in doubt and anxiety, 
which seemed to have weighed him down 
and destroyed his equapoise. "General 
Anderson was resting with his division at 
Cashtown awaiting orders. About ten 
o'clock in the morning he received a mes
sage notifying him that General Lee de
sired to see him. He found Lee intently 
listening to the fire of the guns, and very 
mUch disturbed and depressed. At length 
Lee Shid, more to himself than General 
Anderson: 'I cannot think what has be
COme of Stuart; I ought to have heard 
from him long before now. He may have 
met with disaster, but I hope not. In the 
absence of reports from him,I amin igno
rance as to what we have in front here. It 

may be the whole Federal army, or it may 
be only a detachment. If it is the whole 
Federal force we must fight a battle bere; 
if we do not gain a victory, those defiles 
and gorges through which we passed this 
morning will shelter us from disaster." 

Is it not evident that the cause wby 
Cemetery Hill was not attacked that eve
ning was because of doubt and confusion 
among the leaders of the rebel hosts? Up 
to this point they seem to have been guid
ed by masterly wisdom; now, and after, 
until defeated, their counsels seem to have 
been confused. The God of Nations was in 
it. It was not the first time that Jebovah 
brought confusion among the counsellors 
of treason and rebellion that the nation 
they sought to overthrow might live. (2d
Samuel XVII, 14.) 

In order now to have a better under
standing of the operations of the following 
two days, and to note the time of the ar· 
rrival of each division of both the confed
erate and Federal forces, and the positions
aSSigned them in their respective lines, 
which is my purpose rather than a detail 
of the great battles of those two memora
ble days, it will be necessary to have some 
idea of the location and shape of these 
lines. General Longstreet thus describes 
the two positions: "Our army (the Con
federate,) was stretched in an elliptical 
curve, reaching from the front of Round 
Top around Seminary Ridge, and envel
oping Cemetery Heights on the left; thus 
covering a space of four or five miles. The 
enemy (the Union army) occupied the high 
ground in front of us, being massed within 
a curve of about two miles nearly concen
tric with the curve described by ourforces. 
His line was about one thousand four 
hundred yards from ours." Divested of 
military parlance, the positions of the ~wo 
armies mav be stated thus: The UDion 
line was somewhat in the shape of a horse 
shoe, its toe pointing to Gettysburg and 
resting upon Cemetery Hill. Its rigbt 
extended by Culp's Hill to Wolff's Hill. 
Its left, which was considerably longer 
than the right, passed south-westwardly 
alon~ a succession of ridges, terminating 
in Little and Big Round Top. Both 
flanks were protected by cavalry. The 
Baltimore pike passed diagonally through 
the Union line from the south-east and 
coming out at the centre, or the toe. Tbe 
Taneytown and Emmittsburg roads, tbe 
former passing directly through the 
Union posititlD, and the latter somewhat 
to the west of it, united Dear the centre. 
The Confederate line ran nearly parallel 
with the Federal line, upon ridges and 
eminences, and about a balf to three-quar
ters of a mile distant. In some places, 
however, much nearer. 

AI: the close of this day, Wednesday, 
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July 1st, the First and EleveLth Corps, 
or that part of them which survived the 
battle of the day, took their position upon 
Cemetery Hill. '1'he First Corps on the 
left, and the Eleventh, on the front and 
right centre. Ewell's Corps occupied
Gettysburg, and formed a line south-east 
to Rock creek; Rhode's Division lay on 
the right, occupying Middle street as far 
west as Seminary Hill; Early lay on the 
south-east of the town; and Johnson, who 
did not arrive until a late hour in the 
night, occupied the extreme left of the line. 
Hill's Corps took position on the Semi
nary ridge, in the following order: on the 
left, and resting on the Chambersburg road, 
was Heth; next came Pender, and then 
Anderson. The latter did not arrive in 
time to partiCipate in the battle of that 
day. 'rhis was the condition at the close 
of tbat day, and the positions of the . two 
contending parHes. Leaving them to rest 
over night for the battle of the ensuing 
day, we come back again to narrate events 
which transpired here and elsewhere. 

As soon as it was known at Harrisburg 
that the rebels who had been threatening 
that place bad fallen back, Gen. Smith in 
command of several regiments of New 
York and Pennsylvania militia, advanced 
to Carlisle. At that place, in the evening 
of this day, Wednesday, July 1st, General 
Fitzhugh IJee, with a division of cavalry
a part of Stuart's force which had passed 
entirely around the Armv of the Potomac, 
having crossed over from Hanover through 
York county with the purpose of joining 
Gen. Rhodes at Carlisle, came unexpect
edly in contact with these militia under 
Gen. Smith. Lee was evidently discon

·certed upon finding that place in posses
sion of the Federals, and Rhodes gone 
somewhere else, and in order to lead Gen. 
Smith to suppose that he had purposely 
advanced to engage him, and thus enable 
him to make his escape, he at once de
manded the surrender of the town. This 
demand Gen. Smith emphatically refused, 
and when a se·cond demand for surrender 
was sent him, he notified Lee that he 
would receive no more such comruunica
tions from him. A short time was allow
ed the citizens to get out of the town, when 
the rebel batteries opened upon and threw 
a number of shells into it. But little dam
age was done. Several houses were pene
trated, but no one was injured. Lee then 
withdrew his forces and went South to
wards Gettvsburg.

About 4 o'clock in the afternoon of this 
day, Imboden's cavalry entered this place. 
While in Mercersburg the previous eve
ning,Gen. Imboden received an order from 
Gen. Lee directing him to proceed to this 
place and relieve Pickett's Division, which 
had been left here to protect their ane of 

Slcommunications. Imboden withdrew that 
d, 

mountain in M'Connellsburgand all came 
part of his force which was across the 

:1' 

on to this place.
Shortly after this cavalry force-called by o 

some "Imboden's cutthroats" entered our 
town-an order was issued by the General 
for:a large amount ofprovisions. Among
the articles demanded were 5,000 pounds 
of ballon. Finding that no response was it 
being made to this requisition, a Colonel 
in command of one of the regiments and Sl 
the Major of tbe same, called upon Judge d 
Kimmell and showed him the requisition. ~ 

The Judge told them that om citizens had P 
been cleaned out of all provisions, and it b 
was utterly out of their power to furnish 

what was demanded. At this the Major

a little red-headed specimen of rebeldom

said to the Colonel, "Leave the matter to 

me, Colonel; I'll get what we want." 

Judge Kimmell called the Colonel's atten

tion to Gen. Lee's order in regard to enter

ing and plundering private houses, when 

the Colonel said to the little Major, "Join 

your regiment, sir, join your regiment." 

At this the little red-headed plunderer 

went off in sullenness and baconless. 


Not l0ng after this body of cavalry en

tered the town, theycutdowntheflag-pole 

which liad been erected in the centre of the 

Diamond at the breaking out of the war, 

on Thursday, April 18th, 1861. The ropes 

upon this pole had been cut upon the en

trance of Stuart's cavalry on the evening 

of October 10th, 1862, so that the rebels 

could not run up their hated flag upon it. 

No troops that entered our town created 

greater consternation among our people 

than these free-booters of Imboden. It 

had 11:0tten out that they were going to 

search our houses for provisions, and all 

were in consternation and fear, when sud

denly, and to our great relief, they at once 

withdrew and went off towards Gettys

burg. The cause of their leaving is ex

plained by Gen. Imboden himself in an 

article contributed by him to the Galaxy 

of April, 1871, a monthly magazine pub

lisbed in New York. Gen. Imboden says, 

"That night, (Wednesday, July 1st,) I re

cei ved a brief note from General Lee, ex

pressing the apprehension that we were in 

dauger of being cut off from communica

tion with him by the Union cavalry, and 

directing us to move next morning as far 

as South Mountain on the road to Gettvs

burg, and keep it open for Generals Wil

liam E.Jones:and Beverly Robertson, whose 

brigades of cavalry were in the direction 

of Shippensburg." Evidently the point 

where danger was apprehended in their 

communications was about Fayetteville 

and Greenwood from forces which might 

be sent from Harrisburg. What probably 

gave rise to this fear was the fact that a 
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small body of Union cavalry did make a 
dash upon the rebel line at Fayetteville 
and captured a number of prisoners. In ac
cordance with Lee's order Imboden moved 
out there that same evening. 

This brings our narrative to 

TnURSDAY, JULY 2ND. 

Early this morning Pickett's Division left 
its encampment South ofthis place, and by 
a forced march, reached Gettysburg the 
same evening. Sometime during the same 
day Robertson's cavalry passed through 
coming up ; from the direction of Ship
pensburg, and going on towards Gettys
burg. 'fhese were immediately followed 
by Jones' brigade. Gen. Imboden iu the 
Galaxy says that "about midnigbt of this 
day-the 2d-we gained the top of the 
mountain east of Hon. Thaddeus Steven's 
iron works, then in ruins. Before day
break on the 3d, (Friday), Robertson and 
Jones passed us, and about sunrise we fol
lowed them and arrived before Gettysburg 
about noon." 

An occasional straggler passed through 
town on Thursday, after Jone's cavalry 
disappeared in the direction of Gettysburg, 
and by the evening of that day the la,t of 
the rebels had gone through. We had been 
under rebel rule from Tuesday, June 23d 
to July 3d, a period of ten days, and were 
not at all grieved to be rid of them. 

Wednesday night and Thursday morn
ing were devoted by both armies to the 
work of preparation for the renewal of the 
conflict. Shortly before midnight the gal
lant survi vors of the First and Eleventh 
Corps were cheered by the arrival of the 
'rwelfth Corps, under Gell. Rlocum, and a 
part of the Third under Gen. Sickles. 
Gen. Slocum placed his corps on the right 
flank; the second division under Gen. 
Geary occupying Culp's hill; the first un
der Gen. Williams taking position near 
Spangler's spring, and the third was 
thrown across Rock creek to 'Volf hill. 
As soon as Gen. Meade arrived-at one 
o'clock-be set vigorously to work inspect
ing the field and posting tbe men. Few 
were the m,)ments given to sleep by either 
officers or men, although they were great
ly exhausted by the fighting and marching 
of the previous day. The full moon, veil
ed by thin clouds, shone down upon the 
strange scene. The silence was occasion
ally broken by the heavy tramp of armed 
men, the neighing of horses, and the rat
t!e of artillery as it hurried to the posi
tIons aSSigned it in the line. Breast-works 
were constructed, rifle pits were dug, and 
alloossible preparation was made. 

At Go'clOCk in the morning Hancock's 
Second Corps and the Reserve Artillery 
reached the field' and at 7 o'cloclc the Sec
ond and part of the Fifth Corps-two brio 

gades of the Pennsylvania Reserves under 
Gen. Crawford, and the balance of the 
Third Corps, arrived. Gen. Sedgwick 
with the Sixth Corps, and Lockwood's bri
gade from Maryland, temporarily attached 
to the Twelfth corps, arrived at 2 o'clck P. 
M. General Sedgwick says in relation tobis 
march: "I arrived in Gettysburg at about 
2 o'clock in the afternoon of July 2d, hav
ing marched thirty-five miles from 7 
o'clock the previous evening. I received 
on the way frequent messages from Gen. 
Meade to push forward my corps as rapid
ly as possible. I received no less than 
three messages by his aid" urging me on." 
The Union forces were now all upon the 
field, except the balance of The Fifth 
corps under Gen. Sykes, which arrived at 
a critical moment, about five o'clock in tbe 
afternoon. The troops were disposed of as 
follows: Gen. Sickles at first took position 
on our.left centre, but when Hancock came 
be took the place of SiCkles, whilst the lat
ter moved his corps to our extreme left, 
resting on the rocky ridge immediately 
north vf Round 'rop, generally called Lit
tle Round Top. 'fhe Sixth corps was 
placed on our left, between Hancock and 
Sickles, and the Fifth under Sykes placed 
upon Round Top joining Sickles on the 
right. The rebels were also busily engaged 
during the night in forming their line, 
erecting breast-works, and otherwise pre
paring for a renewal of the battle. As al
ready stated, Johnson's Div!sion, which 
had been delayed in consequence of hav
ing Ewell's wagon train in charge, had 
reached the field late in the evening and 
been assigned its position; and Ander
son's division, 01 Hill's corps, which was 
delayed at Cashtown, and did not partici
pate in the first day's engagement, had 
also arrived. The divisions of McLaws 
and Hood, of Longstreet's corps, which 
had encamped over night at Marsh creek, 
four miles from the town, by some unac
countable delay, for which Gen. Longstreet 
has been severely censured by Southern 
writers, did not reach their pOSitions in the 
line until about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 
Upon arriving upon the field, McLaws 
joined Anderson on the left, and Hood uni
ted with McLaws still further to the left. 
De:tachments of cavalry guarded each 
flank of the Confederate line, as were the 
flanks of the Federal line guarded by their 
cavalry.

During the engagement of tbe first day, 
which lasted from 9} A. M., to 4 P. M., 
our killed, wounded and prisoners greatly 
exceeded in number that of the enemy. 
They called it a glorious vidory, but 
when the disparity in the numbers of the 
two opposing armies, and the tired and 
exhausted condition of our men are con
sidered, the rel.Jels had but little to bo!lst of. 
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The effect of the Victory gained this day, 
however, had an exhilarating effect upon 
not only the rank and file of the army, 
but upon Lee himself; and it haa been 
intimated by Southern writers that the 
General was under a state of subdued ex
citement, so that he could not see the dif
ficulties which confronted them but which 
were apparent to others(Annalsojthe War, 
page 42]). The effect upon tbe men was 
very decided and evident. They enter
tained the idea that they could easily an
nihilate the comparatively small band of 
Federals then in their front, and that the 
remaining Corps and Divisions, coming 
upon the field separately and worn down 
by long and weary marches, would be 
met and cut up in detail. Hence during 
the evening and night after this battle 
they were boastful. They delighted to 
tell of the superior skill of their officers, 
and to speak disparagingly of the officers 
of the Federal army. But when Thurs
day morning dawned, and they saw that 
the little band upon Cemetery Hill and 
Culp's Hill had been largely reinforced, 
and that breastworks had been erected, 
and were bristling with cannon, and that 
still other Corps and Divisions were ar
riving and taking positions upon the field, 
they began to give evidence that their 
minds were undergoing achange, and that 
after all they might have some hard and 
bloody work to do. 

Daylight at last dawned, and the hours 
wore away, and noon came, and the after
noon cameon,and vet noattack was made. 
Was not the overruling hand of God i n this? 
This delay, like the failure to dri ve the 
Federals from their strong position the 
evening before, was the salvation of 
the Nation. This will fully appear here
after. Professor Jacobs in his Battle of 
Gettysburg-himself a witness of the 
scene, says: "The morning was plea~ant, 
the air was calm, the sun shone mildly 
through a smoky atmosphere, and the 
whole outer world was quiet and peaceful. 
There was nothing to foretoken the san
guinary struggle that was to close the day. 
During the earlier part of the d.ay the ene
my kept perfectly quiet, and not a sound 
was to be heard, except the firing between 
the pickets, and an occasional artillery 
shot from our guns, for the purpose of 
feeling the whereabouts and strength of 
the enemy." 

In this silence and apparent idleness the 
morning hours passed away, and not 
until late in the afternoon, and until the 
whole of the Union Army had arrived, 
except part of the Fifth Corps, and had 
been placed in position, did the attack 
begin. The reason of this silence and in
action will be given hereafter. Hon. 
Edward Everett in his address at Gettys

burg at the dedication of the National 
Cemetery, says: "I cannot but remark on 
the providential inactivity of the Rebel 
army. Had the contest been renewed by 
it at daylight on the 2d of July, with the 
First and Eleventh Corps exhausted by 
the battIe and the retreat, tLe Third and 
Twelfth weary from their forced march. 
and the Second, Fifth and Sixth not yet 
arrived, nothing but a miracle could have 
saved the army from a great disaster. 
Instead of this the day dawned, the sun 
rose, the cool hours of the morniDg passed, 
the forenoon and a considerable part of the 
afternoon wore away, without the slight
est aggressive movement on the part of 
tlJe enemy. Thus time was given for half 
of our forces to arrive and take thei\' place 
in the lines, while the rest of the army 
enjoyed a much needed half day's repose." 

'rhe cause of the delay in attacking the 
Federal position will be seen in the follow
ing facts: General Longstreet, who was 
second in command of the Confederate 
Army, was opposed to attacking the Fed
erals. He says that it was agreed upon 
between Lee and himself before they left 
Virginia, that the Pennsylvania campaign 
was to be "offensive in strategy, but de
fensive in tactics." That is, that the 
Confederates were to invade the State, 
menace Washington, and then choose a 
strong position and force the Federals to 
attack them, and in no case attack the 
Federals in any strong position they 
might take. Consequently when Generdl 
Lee declared on the evening of the first 
day's engagement his intention of attack
ing the Union forces in the morning, 
General Longstreet remonstrated against 
it, telling Lee that that course was at 
variance with the plan of the campaign 
that had been agreed upon before leaving 
Fredericksburg. Longstreet's plan was 
that the Confederate army should move 
around by its right to the left of 
Meade. and put itself between him and 
Washington, threatening his left and 
rear, and thus force him to leave the 
strong position he had taken, and attack 
it in whatever position it might 
take. Lee would not consent to this sug
gestion, but persisted in hi~ purpose to 
renew the battle the next day. Longstreet 
was reluctantly compelled to accede to the 
purpose of his chief, and accordingly says: 
"On the morning of the 2d, I went to Gen
eral Lee's headquarters at daylight, and 
renewed my views against making an 
attack. He seemed resolved, however, 
and we discussed the probable results. 
We observed the position of the Federals, 
and got a general idea of the nature of the 
ground. About '>uorise General Lee sent 
Colonel Venable, of his staff, to General 
Ewell's headquarters, ordering him to 
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make a reconnoissance of the ground in 
his front, with the view of making the 
main attack on his left. A short time 
afterward he followed Colonel Venable in 
person. He returnedat about nine o'clock 
and informed me that it would not do to 
have Ewell open the attack. He finally 
determined that I should make the main 
attack on the extreme right. It was fully 
eleven o'clock when General Lee arrived 
at this conclusion and ordered the move
ment." (Annals of the War, pages 417, 
421, 422.) 

Colonel W. H. Taylor, of Lee's staff, in 
the same book, page 309, says: "The pre
vailing idea with General Lee was to 
press forward without delay; to follow up
promptly and vigorously the advantage 
already gained. Having failed to rllap the 
full fruit of the victory before night, his 
mind was evidently occupied with the 
idea of renewing the assault upon the 
enemy's right with the dawn on the 
second. The Divisions of Maj . Generals 
Early and Rhodes, of Ewell's Corps, had 
been actively engaged, and had sustained 
some loss, but were still in excellent con
dition, and in full enjoyment of the pres
tige of success, and consequent elation of 
spirit, in having RO gallantly swept the 
enemy from their front, through the 
town Qf Gettysburg, and compelled him 
to seek refuge behind the heights beyond. 
'fhe Division of Maj. Gen. Edward John
son, of the same Corps, was perfectly 
fresh, not havin/?: heen engaged. Ander
son's Division of Hill's Corps was also 
now up. With this force General Lee 
thought that the enemy's posision could 
be assailed with every prospect of success; 
but after a conference with the Corps and 
Division commanders on our left, who 
represented that, in their jUdgment, it 
would be hazardous to attempt to storm 
the strong position occupied by the enemy , 
with troops somewhat fagged by the 
marching and fighting of the first day; 
that the ground in their immediate front 
furnished greater obstacles to a successful 
assault than existed at other points of the 
line, and that it could be reasonably con
cluded, since they had so severely handled 
the enemy in their front, that he would 
concentrate and fortify with special refer
ence to resisting a further advance just 
these, he determined to make the main 
attack well on the enemy's left, indulging 
the hope that Longstreet's' Corps would be 
up in time to begin the movement at an 
early hour on the second. He instructed 
General Ewell to be prepared to co-operate 
by a simultaneous advance by his corps." 

Thus it will be seen that the capture of 
Cemetery Hill, which might have heen 
acc0!Dplished the evening before, was now 
conSidered impossible; and as an attack 

upon the left of the Union position was 
determined upon, we will now turn our 
attention in that direction. 

General Longstreet in the Annals of the 
War, page 422, says that Gen. Lee did not 
return to his headquarters from the con
ference with the corps and division cow
manders on his left, until nine o'clock, and 
that it was fully eleven o'clock when he 
had so far matured his pla.ns as to issue his 
orders for their execution. At that hour 
he ordered Gen. Longstreet to move with 
the portion of his command that was up
McLaws and Hood's divisions-around by 
the Emmittsburg road on the Federal left. 
That would place these two divisions di
rectly opposite Sedgwick's and Sickles' 
corps, with the right of Hood's division 
opposite Round Top. Lee's plan was for 
Longstreet to open the battle by attacking 
Si.ckles on the Union left and, if possible, 
seize and hold Round Top. Simultaneous 
with the advance of these troops, Ewell 
was to attack our right. The whole plan, 
it will be seen, was dependent upon the 
two divisions of Longstreet; and Lee cer
tainly had a right to expect that they were 
uear at hand, and the batLIe promptly be
gun, for they had encamped over night at 
Marsh creek, but tour miles from the field. 
But for some cause which Gen. Longstreet 
has utterly failed to satisfactorily explain,
these troops upon whom so much depend
ed did not reach the positions assigned 
tbem until 4 o'clock. 

Shortly after the arrival of the Sixth 
Corps, Gen. Meade left his headquarters 
and proceeded to the extreme left, to at
tend to the posting of the troops, as also to 
inspect the position of thE:' Third Corps, 
about which he was in doubt. When be 
arrived upon the ground about four o'clock 
he found that Gen. Sickles, instead of con
necting bis right with the left of General 
Hancock, as he had been ordered to do, 
bad thrown forward his lines three-quar
ters of a mile in front of the Second corps, 
leaving Little Round Top unprotected, 
and was without support on either flank. 
Gen. Meade at once saw this mistake, and 
Gen. Sickles promptly offered to withdraw 
to the line he bad been commanded tooccu
py, but Gen. Meade replied ~ "You cannot 
do it. The eoemy will not let you get away 
without a fight." Before he had finished 
the sentence his prediction was fulfilled. 
At precisely twenty minutes past 4 o'clock 
the enemy hegan the battle by opening a 
terrific artillery fire upon our guns, and 
soon afterwards by au infantryattack upon 
our left. In a short time the cannonad
ing became general along our left and cen
tre which was answered by the guns of the 
en~my of which more than one hundred 
were placed in a circuit of about three miles 
along the Serninary ridgell.round totheHar
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risburg road, and on the hills to the east of 
the town. Soon large masses of infantry 
from Longstreet's corps were thrown upou 
Sickles, the enemy at the same time send
ing a heavy force toward Little Round 
Top, which Gen. Warren, Meade's chief 
engineer, was holding with a few men 
whom he had collected together. Seeing
the vital importance ()f this position, and 
having no troops at hand to reinforce Gen. 
Warren, Gen. Meade sent one staff officer 
after another to Gen. Sykes, who was ap
proaching the field to urge him forward 
with all possiblA speed. At length, at I) 
P. M., when the crisis seemed to have been 
reacbed, the balance of the Fifth corps ar
rived, and crossing over from the Taney
town to the Emmittsburg road,atSherfy's 
peach orchard, and passing to the north of 
Little Round Top, threw themselves upon 
the foe, seized Round Top, and literally 
carried up on it twelve thirty pounder 
Parrott guns, and in a short time it was 
transformed into a Gibraltar. In the mean
time, the attack upon Gen. Sickles was 
continued with great fury, and after a 
stubborn and gallant resistance, during 
which Gen. Sic1.des was wounded, the 
Third corps was compelled to fall back, 
shattered and broken, and to re-form be
hind the line originally intended to be 
held. Still the battle raged and the result 
for a time seemed doubtful until about six 
o'clock, when our men were being driven 
back, and the enemy was endeavoring to 
come in between Round Top and Little 
Round Top, advancing to the Rummit of 
the latter. Gen. Crawford's division of 
the Fifth corps, consisting of two brigades 
of Pennsylvania Reserves, went into a 
charge with a terrific shout, and drove the 
rebels down the rocky front of the hill, 
across the valley below, and over the next 
hill into the woods beyond, taking three 
hundred prisoners. This ended the battle 
on our left. The fight, on that part of our 
lines, was gloriously ended for that day, 
and Little Round Top was ours. Our lines 
which, in the morning, had rested on or 
near the Emmittsburg road, had receded 
one-third of a mile, but the enemy had 
been signally repulsed and we were still 
intact. 

A correspondent of the New York World 
furnished an account of this great struggle 
which is so graphic and thrilling, that I 
cannot refrain from inserting part of it 
here. His account is as follows: 
"The battle begun by a heavy fire on Cem

etery Hill. It must not be thought that 
this wrathful fire was unanswered. Our 
artillery began to play within a few mo
ments, and hurled back defiance and like 
destruction upon the rebel lines. Until 
six o'clock the rush of missiles and the 
bursting of bombs filled all the air. The 

clangor alone of this awful combat might 
well have confused and awed a less cool 
and watchful commander than General 
Meade. It did notconfuse him. With the 
calculation of a tactician, and the eye of 
an experienced judge, he watched from 
his headquarters, on the hill, whatever 
movement under the murky cloud which 
enveloped the rebel lines might first dis
close the intention which it was evident 
this artillery firing covered. About six 
o'clock P. M. silence, deep, awfully im
pressive, but momentary, was permitted, 
as if by magic, to dwell upon the field. 
Only the groans-unheard before--of the 
wounded and dying, only a murmur, a 
wavering motion of the breeze through the 
foliage; only the low rattle of preparation 
of what was to come embroidered this 
blank stillness. Then, as the smoke be
yond the village was lightly borne to the 
eastward, the woods on the left were seen 
filled with dark masses of infantry, three 
columns deep, who advanced at a quick 
step. Magnificent! Such a charge, by 
such a force-full forty-five thousand men, 
under Hill and Lon!!street-even though 
it threatened to pierce and annihilate the 
'fhird corps, against which it was directed, 
drew forth cries of admiration from all 
who beheld it. General Sickles and his 
splendid command withstood the shock 
with a determination that checked but 
could not fully restrain it. Back, inch by 
inch, fighting, falling, dying, cheering, 
the men retired. The rebel!'! came on more 
furiously, halting at intervals, pouring vol
leys that struck our t.roops down in scores. 
General Sickles, fighting desperately, was 
struck in the leg and fell. The Second 
corps came to the aid of his decimated col
umns. The battle then grew fearful. 
StaMing firmly against the storm, our 
troops, though still outnumbered, gave 
back shot for shot, volley for volley, al
most for death. Still the enemy was not 
restrained. Down he came upon our left 
with a momentum that nothing could 
check. '1'he rifled guns that lay before our 
infantry on a knoll were in danger of cap
ture. General Hancock was wounded in 
the thigh, General Gibbin in the shoulder. 
The Fifth corps, as the First and Second, 
wavered anew, went into the breach witb 
shouts and snch volleys as made the rebel 
columns tremble at last. Up from tbe 
valley' behind, another battery came roIl
ing to the heights, and flung its shot in one 
instant down in tbe midst of the enemy's 
ranks. Crasb! crash! with discharges deaf
ening, terrible, the musketry went on. 
The enemy, reforming after each discharge 
with wondrous celerity and firmness, still 
pressed up the declivity. What hideous 
courage filled the minutes between the ap
pearance of the Fifth corps and the ad
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vance to tIle support of the rebel columns 
of still another column from the right. I 
cannot bear to tell. Mea fell, as leaves fall 
in Autumn, before those horrible dischar
ges. Faltering for an instant, the rebel 
columns seemed about to recede before the 
tempest. But their officers, who could be 
seen through tile smoke of the conflict, 
galloping and ilwinging their swords along 
the lines, rallied them anew, and the next 
instant the whole line sprang forward, as 
if to break through our own by mere 
weight of numbers. A division from the 
Twelfth corps, on our extreme right,
reached the scene at this instant, and at 
the same time Sedgwick came up with the 
Sixth corps, having finished a marClh ot 
nearly thirty-six consecutive hours. To 
what rescue they came their officers saw 
and told them. Weary as tbey were, bare
footed. hungry, fit to drop for slumber, as 
they were, the wish for victory was so 
blended with the thought of exhaustion 
tbat they cast themsel ves, in turn, en masse 
into line of battle, and went down on the 
enemy with death in their weapons and 
cheers on their lips. The rebel camel's 
back was broken by this 'feather.' His 
line staggered, reeled and drifted slowly
back, while the shouts of our soldiers, lift
ed up amid the roar of musketry over the 
bodies of the dead and wounded, proclaim
ed the completness of their victory." 
It will be recollected that Ewell was to 

attack ourrightsirDultaneously with Long
street's attack upon our left; but for rea
sons as inexplicable as the delay of the lat
ter to bring his troops into action prior to 4 
o'clock in the afternoon, when they had 
but four miles to march to reach the scene 
of conflict, he was not ready for the part
assigned him until near eight o'clock in 
the evening. Previous to that hour there 
had been some sharp firing on this part of 
our line, but no general attack had been 
ruade. Ewell began early in the evening 
to mass his men for attack. Hhode's di
vision was hurried forward from the west 
end of the town to unite with Early'sand
Johnston's, then arrived from Carlisle. 
Early attacked Cemetery Hill. To the 
Louisiana Tigers was committed the task 
ofmaking the charge upon our guns. They 
dashed forward with furious determination 
and although they lost balf of their men 
in killed and wounded, some rushed up to 
the cannon, which were too hot to be 
worked, but were beaten oflby the gunners
with clubs and stones. If they had been 
successful in this char~, the battle would 
have been lost to us. But the enemy was 
successfully met, slaughtered in great Dum
beEl'S, and driven back with terrible loss. 

well had directed a similar attack t{) be 
made at the same time upon the Twelfth 
corps, in the rear of Culp's Hill, through 
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a valley leading up from Rock creek to
wards Spangler's spring. This point had 
been weakened by detachments sent to as
sist Sickles. The enemy came up under 
cover of the forest and approaching dark
ness, but with desperate courage were they 
met. Never did men fight with greater
determination, and from the time the at
ack was begun to the close, about 7 to 9t P. 
M.,the roar of musketry wascontlnuous and 
terrific. The enemy's loss was fearful, the 
hills in front our lines were literally cov
ered with the wounded and dean. At 
length the battle ceased with only one point 
in our lines broken, and the rebels in 
possession ora plain nearSpangler's Spring.
With this attack the battle of the day was 
over. And with this slight and short
lived success, the second day's battle ended 
wi th decided advantage to the Union army.
But, 0, what a scene of devastation and 
death did this field of strife present I The 
dead and wounded strewed the ground ev
erywhere. Gen. Longstreet says that of 
the thirteen thousand men of his two di
visions which were engaged, 4,500,29
more than one-third of their number
bad been left upon the field. 

Two great mistakes were made by the 
rebels this day. '1'he first was in delaying
the attacks until so late an hour in the at:. 
ternoon. Had Longstreet brought his two 
divisions into position early in the morn
ing and made the attack before 6 o'clock, 
Hancock with his Second corps would not 
have been there to oppose them. Or had 
the attack been made before 2 o'clock P. 
M., Sedgwick with the Sixth corps would 
have been absent, and Sickles would not 
have bad his powerful assistance, and 
Round Top, the key to the Union position,
which up to 5 o'clock, when Sykes arrived 
with the balance of the Fifth corps, was 
inadequately manned, would have been 
taken, and the victory would have been 
gained by the enemy and perhaps the gov
ernment destroyed. Gen. Longstreet has 
been severely blamed for his delay in get
ting uphis troops, and about the only ex
cuse be offers for his tardiness is, that he 
was kept back by Ewell's wagon train, 
which bad the right of way. But this 
was on Tuesday and Wednesday, and his 
two diviBions were on Wednesday night
but four miles from the field. He will 
have to offer some more plausIble reason, 
or bistory will record bim as sadly delin
quent. One other mistake of tbis day was 
in Ewell's failing to attack our centre and 
right simultaneou&ly with Longstreet's at
tack on the left as he was ordered to do. 
Had this attack been made the heavy with
drawals of troops from this part of our 
lines toassistinrepelling the charges made 
on our left could not have been made. In 
explanatioh of his failure to attack at the 
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time he was ordered, Gen. Rhodes, who 
was on Early's right, says in his report, 
that "after he had conferred with General 
Early on his left and Gen. Lane on his 
right, and arranged to attack in concert, 
he proceeded at once to make the necessary 
preparations; but as he had to draw his 
troops out of the town by thefiank. chan!!e 
the direction of the line of battle, and then 
traverse a difltance of twelve or fourteen 
hundred yards, while Gen. Early had to 
move only half that distance, without 
cbange of front, it resulted that, before be 
drove in the enemy's skirmishers, Gen. 
Early had attacked and been compelled 
to withdraw." It is charged by Gen. Long
street that the real cause of Ewell's non
('ompliance with Gen. Lee's orders was, 
that he had broken his lines by sending 
two brigades off on some dutyup the York 
road. It will thus be seen that the whole 
affair was disjointed and that ther~ was an 
utter absence of accord in the movements 
of the several commands, and for this rea
son no decisive results attended tbe opera
tions of the rebels on this day. Is it not 
clear that the confusion in the counsels of 
the rebel chieftains, which was so conspic
uous in their failure to follow up the ad
vantages of the first day's engagement by 
attacking Cemetery Hill, still adhered to 
them and caused them to blunder and 
stumble to their final defeat r But the end 
was not y~t, and we will have other blun
ders yet to record. 

With the arrival of the balance of the 
Fifth corps, at five o'clock, the last of the 
Union forces had reached the field. 

Late this evening Pickett's division, 
which had been left at Chambersburg to 
protect the Confederate rear, by a forced 
march reached Gettysburg. 

Stuart's cavalry, after making a com
pletecircuit of the Union army, this eve
ning united with the rebel force. 

FRIDAY, 3d. 
During the night there was some read

justing the lines by the rebels. Pickett's 
Division, which arrived that evening, 
was placed to the left of Anderson and to 
the right of Heth., and directly opposite 
our left centre; and at 2 A. M. Rhodes 
moved his division to join the rest of 
Ewell's corps on our right. This was 
done so as to be ready, by the dawn of dav, 
to improve the advantage gained the 
evening before, and, if possible, obtain 
possession of Culp's Hill and then tbe 
Baltimore road. Thus massed, Ewell de
signed to throw his whole force upon our 
right, whilst Longstreet with his newly 
arrived division was to perform a similar 
work upon our left centre. 

The Federal forces were not inactive 
along this part of our line, and during the 

I,night that portion of the Twelfth Corps, 
~which had been sent to assist in repelling 
tthe rebel onslaught upon our left, was re

turned to its place. Shaler's brigade of 
the 'rhird division ot the Sixth Corps, as 
also Lockwood's Maryland brigade were 
al~o sent to assist in driving the enemy 
from the position he had captured the 
evening previous. 

At the dawn of day our artillery opened 
upon the rebels at the point where he had 
penetrated our line, and at sunrise a gen
eral infantry attack was also made. The 
battle raged furiously, and was maintain
ed with desperate obstinancy on both 
sides for six hours. The slaughter was 
fearful, as the Union forces, realizing the 
importance of dislodging the foe from the 
position they had temporarily occupied, g 
drove them backward step by step, until 
the lost ground was entirely gained. At 
lO! A. M. the battle ceased with complete 
victory to our arms, after which it was 
not renewed on that part of our line. In 
this engagement, Gen. Geary, afterwards 
Governor of our State, commanded the 
Union forces. 

Gen. Longstreet, who, it will be remem
bered, did not force an attack upon our 
position, but counselled Lee to move 
around by our left and get between our 
army and Washington, went early in the 
morning to see Gen. Lee, and, if possible, 
have him adopt his plan. Gen. Long
street says: "I did not see Gen. Lee that 
night. On the next morning he came to 
see me, and, fearing that he was still in 
his disposition to attack, I tried to antici
pate him by saying: 'General, I have had 
my scouts out all night, and I find that 
you still have an excellent opportunity to 
move around to the right of Meade'S 
army, and manouvre him to attacking 
us.' He replied, pOinting with his fist at 
Cemetery Hill, 'The enemy is there, and 
I am going to strike him.' I felt that it 
was my duty to express my convictions. I 
said: 'General, I have been a soldier all 
my life, I have been with soldiers engag
ed in fights by couples, by squads, com
panies, regiments, divisions and armies, 
and should know, as well as anyone, what 
soldiers can do. It is my opinion that no 
fifteen thousand men ever arrayed for 
battle can take that position,' pOinting to 
Cemetery Hill. Gen. Lee, in reply to 
this, ordered me to prepare J:>ickett's Divi· 
sion for the attack. I should not have 
been so urgent had I not foreseen the 
hopeleRsness of Hie proposed assault. I 
felt that I must say a word against the 
sacrifice of my men; and then I felt tbat 
my record was such that Gen. Lee would 
or could not misconstrue my moti ves; I said 
no more, however, but turned away. Tbe 
plan of assault was as follows: Our artil
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lery was to be massed in a wood, from 
whICh Pickett was to charge, and it was 
to pour a continnous fire upon the enemy. 
Under cover of this fire, and supported by 
it, Pickett was to charge." 

From 11 A. M. to 1 P. :M:. all was still
a solemn pause of preparation, as if both 
m'mieii were nerving themselves for the 
last and supreme effort. In entire ignor
ance of the fact that his troops had been 
dislodged from the position they had oc
cupied throughout the night upon his left, 
Lee was making preparations for the final 
onslaught. At length at precisely seven 
minutes past one o'clock, the awful silence 
was broken. The enemy opened upon 
Cemetery Hill and our left centre a tem
pe~t of fire from one hundred and twenty 
guns, placed all along their line from left 
to right. His object was, by subjectillg 
our artillery on Cemetery Hill to a circle 
of cross firE) to dismount our guns, demor
alize our men, and prepare the way for 
the final charge. Owing to the character 
of the ground our army could reply with 
but eighty guus. This artillery duel, 
which lasted about two hours, it is said, 
mlS the most severe and terrible experien
ced anywhere during the war. It produc
ed a continuous succession of crashing 
sounds as if the heavens were rent assun
del', ac.d the artillery of heaven was let 
loose upon earth. 'fhe air was filled with 
whizzing, screaming, bursting shells and 
~olid shot, causing the very earth to 
shake, and sending many a mortal to his 
last account. 

Mr. Wilkinson, of the New York l?'i
bune, who was at Gen. Meade's headquar
ters when this fire was severest, thus 
describes it: 

"In the shadow cast by the tiny farm 
houge, sixteen by twenty, \\'hici.J Gen. 
Meade had made his headquarters, lay 
wearied staff officers and tired correspond
ents. 'I'here was not wanting to the 
peacefulness of the scene the singing of a 
bird, which had a nest in a peach tree 
within the tiny yard of the whitewashed 
cottage. In the midst of its warbling a 
shell screamed over the house, instantly 
fOllowed by another, and another, and in 
a moment the air was full of the most 
complete artillery prelude to an infantry 
battle that was ever exhibited. Every 
size and form of ' suelIknown to British 
~nd American gunnery shrieked, whirled, 
moaned, whistled and wrathfully fluttered 
OVer our ground. As many as six in a 
~cond, constantly two in a second, burst
Ing and screaming over and around tile 
headquarters, made a very hell of tire that 
amazed the oldest officers. They burst in 
t~e yard-burst next to the fence on both 
hIdes, garnished as usual witll the bitched 

orses of aides and orderlies, The fasten

ed animals reared and plunged witll ter
ror. Then one fell, then another- ixteen 
lay dead and mangled before the fi re ceas
ed, still fastened by their halters, which 
gave the expression of being wickedly 
tied up to die painfully. 'I'bese brute 
victims of a cruel war touched all Ilearts. 
'l'hrough the midst of tile storm of scream
ing and exploding shells an ambulance 
driven by its frenzied conductor at full 
speed, presented to all of us the marvelou!:l 
spectacle of a horse going rapidly on three 
legs. A hinder one bad been shot off' at 
~he Ilock. A sbell tore up the little step 
at tbe headquarters cottage, and ripped 
bags of oats as with a knife. Another 
~oon carried off one of its two pillars. 
Soon a spherical case burst opposite the 
open door-another ripped through the 
low garret. The remaining pillar went 
almvst immediately to the howl of a fixed 
shot that Whitworth must have made. 
During this fire tbe borses at twellty and 
thirty feet distant were receiving their 
deatlI, and soldiers in Federal blue were 
torn to pieces in the road, and died with 
the peculiar 'yells that blend the extorted 
cry of pain with horror and despair. Not 
an orderly, not an ambulance, not a strag
gler was to be seen upon the field swept 
by this tern pest of orchestral death, thirty 
minutes after it commenced. \Vere not 
one hundred and twenty pieces of artillery 
trying to cut from the field every battery 
we had in position to resist their proposed 
infantry attack, and to sweep away the 
slight defen3es behind which our infantry 
were waiting i' Forty minutes-fifty min
utes-counted watches that ran, 0 so lan
guidly! Shells through the two lower 
rooms. A shell into the chimney tlIat 
did not explode. Shells in the 
yard. The air thicker and fuller, and 
more deafening with the howling and 
whirring- of these infernal missiles. The 
Chief of Staff struck-Seth Williams-lov
ed and respected through the army, sepa
rated from Instant death by two inches of 
space vertically measured. An aid bored 
with a fragment of iron through the bone 
of the arm. And the time measured on 
the sluggish watches was one hour and 
forty minutes." 

Said General Howard in his official re
port, "a single shell exploding in the cem
etery killed and wounded twenty-seven 
men in one regimen t." Said another: 
"A soldier was lying on the ground a few 
rods distant from where I was sitting. 
'l'here was a shriek, such as I hope never 
aO'ain to hear, and his body was whirled 
i~ the air, a mangled mass of flesh, blood 
and bones." 

'fhe Federal commanders well under
stood what the object of this tremendous 
tire was, and calmly and with undismay 
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prepared to meet it. After the fire had con
tinued about an hour and a half the artil
lerists were ordered gradually to slacken 
their fire, and finally to cease altogether, 
with the purpose of making the enemy 
believe that they had silenced our guns 
and thus bring on the assault the sooner. 
'rhe artillerists threw themselves upon the 
ground for rest, but were not permitted to 
lie there long. The ruse had succeeded 
and soon there went out the word all 
along the line, "Here they come." Two 
long, dark, massive lines of infantry were 
seen to issue from the wooded crest of 
Seminary Ridge, and move steadily ovei· 
the intervening plain towards our left 
centre. These columns were composed of 
Pickett's division of Longstreet's corps, 
which had not up to that time taken any 
part in the battle, having only arrived 
from Chambersburg the evening before. 
'1'his division was supported on the left by 
Pettigrew's brigade of Heth's division of 
Hill's Corps, and on the right by Wright's 
and Wilcox's brigades of Anderson's di vi
sion of the eame corps. '1'he whole of this 
assaulting force amounted to 18,000 
or 20,000 men. When this moving mass 
of men had crossed about one-third of the 
space between the two armies, our batter
ies were opened upon them, ploughing 
great gaps in their ranks, which were 
q uicklyclosed up. For a momen t they seem
ed to waver, and then with terrific yells 
pressed on again. When they had reach
ed the Emmittsburg road, within musket 
range, the infantry arose and poured into 
their ranks a withering fire. The whole 
crest of the hill was lit with a solid sheet 
of fiame before which Pettigrew's column 
melted away, and in five minutes were 
streaming back, leaving besides the dead, 
a third of their number prisoners. Pick
ett's veterans pressed on and on, and so de
termined were they that they fairly broke 
through the first Union line, charging
right among the batteries, where a hand 
to band fight took place. The assailants 
advanced a few rods, and met another line 
which had been formed. All that mortal 
men could 00 was done by Pickett's men, 
but they were met by a force equally 
brave and determined, and. finally repuls
ed. Of the three brigad.:> commanders, 
one lay dead, another fathlly wounded, 
and the third borne off to die. Of fifteen 
field officers only one was unhurt. The 
ground was strewn with the dead and 
wounded. When the survivors attempted 
to retreat they were met by a furious fusil
ade, and they fiung themselves upon the 
ground with hands uplifted in token of 
surrender. Of that gallant band three out 
of four were dead or prisoners. Pickett's 
division was annihilated. When the 
smoke lifted, a few hundred rebels were 

seen moving backward towards the place 
from which they came; and at last two or 
three men carrying a single battle flag 
which they had saved, and several officers 
on horseback followed the fugitives.

As everything connected with this 
great and decisive charge upon the Union 
line is of deepest interest, I give here the 
following graphic sketch by an eye wit
ness, Charles Carleton Coffin, in his 
"Boys of 1861." 

"As soon as the approach of the enemy 
was perceived every man was on the alert. 
The cannoneers sprung to their feet. 
The long lines emerged from the woods, 
and moved rapidly but steadily over the 
fields, towards the Emmittsburg road. 
Howard's batteries burst into flame, 
throwing shells with the utmost rapidity. 
There are gaps in the rebel ranks, but on
ward still they come. They reach the 
Emmittsburg road. Pickett's division ap
pears by Klingel's house. All of How
ard's guns are at work now. Pickett 
turns to the right, moving north, driven 
in part by the fire rolling in upon his 
flank from Weed's Hill (Little Round 
'rop) and from the 'l'hird, Fifth and Sixth 
Corps batteries. Suddenly he faces east, 
descends the gentle slope from the road 
behind Codori's, crosses the meadow, 
comes in reach of the muskets of the Ver
monters. The three regiments rise from 
their shallow trench. The men beneath 
the oak trees leap from their low breast
works of rails. There is !I. ripple, a roll, l;\ 

deafening roar. Yet the momentum of 
t.he rebel column carries it on. It is be
coming thinner and weaker, but they still 
advance. The Second Corps is like a 
thin blue ribbon. Will it withstand the 
shock l' "Give them cannister I Pour it 
into them!" shouts Major Charles How· 
ard, running from battery to battery. 
The rebel line is almost up to the grove in 
front of Robinson's. It has reached the 
clump of scrub oaks. It has drifted past 
the Vermont boys. Onward still, 'Break 
their third line! Smash their supports!' 
cries Gen. Howard, and Osborne aod 
Wainwright send the fire of fifty guns into 
the column, each piece fired three times a 
minute! The cemetery is lost to view
covered with sulphurous clouds, fiaming 
and smoking and thundering like Sinai on 
the great day of the Lord! The front 
line of rebels is melting away-the second 
is advancing to take its place; but beyond 
the first and second is the third, which 
reels, and breaks, and fiies to the woods 
from whence it came, unable t{) withstand 
the storm . Hancock is wounded, and 
Gibben is in command of the Second 
Corps. 'Hold your fire, boys; they are 
not near enough yet,' says Gibben, as 
Pickett comes on. The first volley stag
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annoying Little Round Top all afternoon, 

gers, but does not stop them. 'l'hey move 
upon the run-up to the breastworks of 
rails-bearing Hancock's line to the top 
of the ridge-so powerfu I their momentum. 
Men fire into each other's faces, not five 
feet apart. There are bayonet thrusts, 
sabre strokes, pistol shots; cool, deliberate 
movements on the part of some-hot, pas
sionate, desperate efforts with others; 
hand to hand contests; recklessness of 
life; tenacity of purpose; fiery determin
ation; oaths, yells, curses, hurrahs, 
shoutings; men go down on their hands 
and knees, spinning round like tops,
throwing out their arms. gulping up 
blood, falling; legless, armiess, headless. 
There are ghastly heaps of dead men. 
Seconds are centuries; minutes, ages; 
but the thin line does not break. The 
rebels have swept paet the Vermont reg
iments. 'Take them in flank,' says Gen. 
Stannard. The Thirteenth and Sixteenth 
swing out from the trench, turn a right 
angle to the main line, and face to the 
north. They move forward a few steps, 
pour a deadly volley IOtO the backs of 
Kemper's troops. With a hurrah they 
rush on to dri ve home the bayonet. The 
Fifteenth, Nineteenth, Twentieth Massa
chusetts and Seventh Michigan, 'l'wen
tieth New York, Nineteenth Maine, One 
Hundred and Fifty-first rennsylvania,
and other regiments catch the enthusiasm 
of the moment, and close upon the foe. 
'!'he rebel column has lost its power. The 
lines waver. The soldiers of the front 
rank look around for their supports. 
They are gone- fleeing over the field, 
broken, shattered, thrown into confusion 
by the remorseleils fire from the cemetery 
and from cannon on the ridge. 'rhe lines 
havo disappeared like a straw in a candle's 
flame. The ground is thick with dead, 
and the wounded are like the withered 
leaves of autumn. Thousands of rebels 
throw down their arms and give them
selves up as prisoners." 

While this great struggle was going on 
upon our left centre, 8tuart, who har} only 
joined Lee-the evening before trom his cir
cuitous route around the Union army, re
inforced by Jenkins' brigade, led an attack 
upon our rear. Passing aro\llld our right he 
was met by the Federal cavalry, and after 
a desperate hand to hand fight, in which 
many fell upon both sides, was defeated 
and driven back simultaneously with the 
defeat on the front. 

Hood's division, too, which had been 

still kept up an occasional fire after the 
repulse of Pickett. It remained for the 
Pennsylvania Reserves to defeat this force 
and close the battle of Gettysburg. 
Led by the gallant Crawford they drove 
the foe, captured the battery which had 
annoyed them, together with three hun
ured prisoners, and seVE'n thousand stand 
of arms. By this action the ground lost 
by Sickles the day before was regained, 
and our wounded who had lain there for 
twenty-four hours entirely uncared for, 
were recovered. This charge occurred 
about 5 o'clock in the evening, anll with 
it the battle closed. The losses of the two 
armies during the three days' engagement 
at Gettysburg has been over-estimated. 
Some accounts place the number killed, 
wounded and missing at 37,000 for each 
army. Later and more reliable accounts 
place the Union loss at 23,190, of whom 
16,567 were killed and wounded, and 6,643 
were missing. Col. Taylor, of Gen. Lae's 
staff, says that on the 20th of July, after 
returning to Virginia, the Confederate 
army numbered 41,380 effective men, 
showing a total loss in the Pennsylvania
campaign of about 29,000. 

It is a singular coincidence that the re
bellion should receive its most decisive de
feat in the east find west at the same time, 
for the ~ame shadow on the dial which 
marked the time of the crushing over
throw at Gettysburg, indicated also anoth
er scene in the great drama twelve hun
dred miles away at Vicksburg. 

'l'he battle of GeLtysburg has been con
sidered as the turning point in the war, for 
from it the ultimate failure of the re
bellion was assured. And as that battle 
was the culminating crisis of the war, so 
the last great effort of Lee when he hurled 
twenty thousand of his choicest troops 
against the Union line, was the supreme 
crisis of that battle, and also of the coun
try's history. The rebellion at that point
reached its high water mark, and from 
that on the waters steadily receued. That 
charge then was the turning point of his
tory and of human destiny. It failed, and 
with its failure was demonstrated the fact 
that a government founded upon oppres
sion and wrong could not succeed in the 
advanced light and civilization of this age, 
and the shadow be made thereby to go 
backwarll upon the dial of human progress.
The Republic was "~aved, redeemed, bap
tized and consecrated anew to the coming 
ages. " 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE GREAT TRAIN OF \VOUNDED FROM GETTYSBURG. 

Soon after the final repulse of the rebels 
in their last great charge upon the left 
centre of the Federal position at Gettys
burg upon the afternoon of Friday, July 
3d, they manifested considerable fear for 
their safety, and some adjustment of their 
lines and additional breastworks were hur
riedly made, to prepare for an expected 
counter-charge by the Union forces. Gen. 
Longstreet says that he expected that Gen. 
Meade would throw his forces againet 
their shattered ranks, anel that, to prepare 
for this, he at once sent his staff officers to 
thll rear to assist in rallying the troops and 
preparing the batteries to receive them. 
But for reasons satisfactory to himself, for 
which he has been somewhat censured, 
Geu. Meade did ~ot. deem it advisable to 
order this charge. During the night Ew
ell's division was withdrawn from its ex
posed position ill the town and upon tbe 
hills southeast of it, and placed behind the 
defences of Seminary Ridge. 'rhe wound
ed were gatbereel from the field and car
ried to the rear, and during the ensuing 
day a large number of such as could bear 
transportation were placed in wagons and 
sent, under care of Geu. Imboden, across 
the South Mountain, with instructions to 
take the nearest route acro~s the coulltrv 
to Williamsport, and Lhence cross tile Po
tomac into Virgiuia. 'rhis immense train, 
estimated at from seventeen to thi rty miles 
in length, with its thousands of maimed, 
wounded and dying, the detail:; of whicb 
~ball ,)Ccupy mainly this chapter, left the 
field about four o'e!ock in the afternoon, 
crossed the mountain by the same route it 
had come, at Greenwood leaving the pike 
and taking what is known as the "Pine 
Stump Road" 01" the '''iValnut Bottom 
Road," leading by way of New Guilford 
and New Fmnklin to the Main road lead
i ng from Chambersburg to Greencastle and 
Hagerstown, coming out with the latter at 
or near Marion and from thence to the Po
tomac at Williamsport. 

On the same day, Saturday, 4th, Geu. 
Lee withdrew from his lines west of the 
town and marched down near the base of 
the mountain by the Fairfield road, crossed 
the mOllntain at the Monterey pass and 
thence passed on through Hagerstown, and 
on the night of Monday 13th recrossed the 
river. The Confederates were closely pur
sued by Gen. Meade, who, by a flank 
movement through Middletown aud Tur
ner'sPass, secured for him by Gen. French, 

came upon the enemy on the 12th, but 
owing to the strength of his position did 
not deem it advisable to attack him. For 
this failure to attack Lee, Gcn. i\feade has 
been considerably censured, but in the 
light of subsequent disclosures as to the 
impregnableness of the rebel position, his 
course is now deemed wise and prudent.. 
'rhe first of the rebel .infantry crossed the 
Potomac on the 20th of June, and recross
ed on the 13th of July into Virginia. Thns 
it will be seen the campaign north of the 
Potomac lasted twenty-four days. 

Leaving the army of Gen. Lee now, to 
which I shall not have occasion in these 
reminiscences again to refer, unless to de
tached portions, I turn to notice the wagon 
train heretofore spoken of. 'l'he vastnes3 
of this train, and the aggregate of woe, 
sufferingandangui~h it contained, it seems, 
has never been underst.ood by thE' country. 
And now to bring it before the reader in 
some adequate form, I annex here the fol
lowi ng graphic descri ption gi ven by Gen. 
Imboden, who had charge of it, in an ar
ticle contributed by him to the Galaxy of 
April, ISn. After detailing" his opera
tions along the line of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Hailroad in WE'stem Virginia, and 
his passage up the valley to McConnells
burg, Fulton couuty, and thence hy Mer
cersburg and Chambersburgto Gettysburg, 
where he arrived about nOOll of Friday, 
the 3d of July, Gen. Imbo~ell says : 

I bplonged to no diYision or corps in onr 
army, ami therefore on arriving near Gettys
burg about noon, when th e conflict was raging 
ill all its fury, I reported directly to General 
Lee for orders, and was assignetl a position to 
ail1 in repelling any cavalry demonstration that 
might occur on bis flanks or rear. None beinl! 
made, my 1.ittle force took no llart in the battle. 
I then had only about 2,100 effective monnte<l 
men and a six-gun battery. 

\Vhen night closed upon the grand scene onr 
army was repulsed. Silence and gloom pen·a
uell Ollr camps. \Ve knew that the day had 
gone against us, but the extent of the disaster 
was not known except in high quarters. The 
carnage of the day was reported to have lleen 
frightful, but our army was not in retreat, and 
we all surmised that with to-morrow's uawn 
wonld come a renewal of the struggle; and we 
knew that if such was the case those who hUll 
not been in the fight would have their full 
share in the honors and dangers of the uext uay. 
All felt and appreciated the momentous conse
quences of final defeat or victory on that great 
fieltl. These considerations made that, to us, 
one of those solemn and awful nights that 
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c\'el'yone who fought through Oltr long war 
sometimes experienced before a great battle. 

Few camp nre' enlivened the ,cene. It was 
;L wanu summer's night, and the weary sol
diers were lying in groups on the luxuriant 
grass of the meadows we occupieu, discussing 
the e\'e1l1s of the day or watching that their 
horses did not straggle off in browsing arounu. 
About ele\Ten o'clock a horseman apl)l'oached 
and .lelivered a message from Genenl Lf'f' 
tlmt he wished 10 see me immediately. j 
mounted at onc<:', and, accomlHtnied by Liell
tenant :r.rcPhail or my staff, and gnided bv the 
courier, rode about two miles toward Gettys
burg, where lu.lf a dozen smaH tents on the 
roadside were pointed out as General Lee's 
headquarters for the night.. He was not there 
but I was informed that I would find him with 
General A . P. Hill half a mile further on. On 
reaching the place inuicateil, a flickering soli
tary candle, visible through the open fron't of fL 

common tent, showed where Gcnerals Lee and 
Hill were seated on camp stools, with a county 
map spreall upon their knees, and engagl'll ill a 
low and earnest converclation. They ceased 
~peaking as I approached, and after the Ol'dina
ry salutations General Lee directed me to go to 
his headquarters and wait for him. Hc did 
not retnrn until about one o'clock, when he 
came riding alone at a slow walk and evidcnt
Iy wrapped in profound thought. 

There was not even a sentinel on duty, n,nd 
no onc of his staff was about. Tbc moon was 
high in the heavens, shedding a Hood of Boft 
sil very Ji~ht, almost as bright as day, upon the 
scene. 'When he approached and saw us, he 
spoke, reined up his horse, and ess~t'yed to dis
mount. The etlort to do so betrayell so JJ) ueh 
physical cxhaustion that I stepped forward to 
assist him, bat before I reached him he had 
:tIighted. Hc thrflw his arm aCl'O~S his saddle 
to rest himself, and fixing his eyes upon the 
grom.d leaned in silence upon his eqmtlly 
weary borse; I,",e two forming a striking group, 
as motionless as a statue. Tile moon shone full 
upon his massiye features, allll revealeJ an ex
pression of sadness I had neyer seen upon that 
tine countenance before, in any of the yicissi
tudes of the war through which he had passed. 
1 waited for him to speak until the silence be
came painful and embarrassing, when to bre~tk 
it, and change the current of his thoughts, I 
remarked in a sympathetic tone, allll in al1u
sion to his great fatigae : 

"General, this has been a hard day on you." 
This attmcteu his attention. He looked up 

an,l replied mournfully: 
. "Yes, it has been a sad, sad day to us," and 
Immediately relapsed into his thoughtful mood 
and attitude. Being unwilling again to intrude 
upon llis reflcctions. I said no more. After a 
n~inute or two he sli(ldenly straightened up to 
Ins full height, an(l turning to me with 1110re 
animation, energy, alltl excitement of manner 
than I had ever seen in him before, he address
ed me in a ,"oice tremulous with emotion, and 
said: 

"General, I never S3,W troops behave more 
n~a~iftcently than P ickett's division of Vir 
glnlans did to-day in their grand charge upon 

the enemy. And if they had been supported, 


. as they were to have been- but, for some rea

son not yet fnlly explained to me, they were 


not-we would have helll the position they so 
gloriously won at such a fear flU loss of noble 
lives, and the day would have been ours." 

After a momcnt he added iu a tone almost of 
agony: 

"Too bad! Too bad!! On ! TOO BAD I ! !" 
I never shall forget, as long a I Iive, his 

languagc, and his manner, and his appearance 
al1l1 expression of mental sufferiug. Altogeth
er it was a scene that a hi torieal painter 
might well immortalize had one been fortu
nately present to witness it. 

In a little while he ('aHed up a sen'ant from 
his sleep to take his l]Qrse; spoke mournfully, 
by name, of several of his friends who hall fall
en during the day; an(l when a candle hall 
been lighted invited me alone into his tent, 
where, as soon as we were seated, he remarked: 

"'Ve must rcturn to Virginia. As many of 
our poor wounded as possible must be taken 
home. I have sent for you because your men 
arc fresh, to guard the trains back to Virginia. 
Tho duty will be arcluous, responsible and dan
gerous, tor I am afraid you will be harrasse<1 
by thc enemy's cavalry. I <'an spare you as 
III noh artillery as you require, but no other 
troops, as I shall need all I have to return to 
thc Potomac by a different route from yours. 
All the transportation ~md all the cal'e of the 
wounded will bc intrusted to you. You will 
recross the mountain by the Uhambersburg 
road, amI then proceed to \VilIiamsport by any 
route you deem be t, without halting. There 
rest and feed your animals, then ford the river, 
and make no halt till YOIl reach 'Vinchestel', 
where I will again communicate with you." -

After a good deal of con vel' 'ation he sent for 
his chiefs of stafl:' ~tnd ordered them to have 
cverything in readiuess for me to take com
mand the next morning, remarking to me that 
the general instructions he had given would be 
sent to me next day in writing. As I 
was about leaving to return to my camp, 
he came ont of his tent and said to me 
in a low tone: "1 will place in your hands 
to-morrow a sealecl package for President 
Da,is, which you will retain in your own pos
session till you are across the Potomac, when 
you will detail a trusty commissionell officer to 
take it to Richmond with all possibledespatcb, 
and deliver it immediately to the President. I 
impress it upon you that whatever happens 
this package must not fall into the ha.nds of 
the enemy. If you should unfortunately be 
captured, destroy it." 

On the morning of the ith my written in
structions amI the package for Mr. Da"\is were 
deliverecl to me. It was soon apparent that 
the wagons and ambulances and the wounded 
could not be ready to move till late in the 
afternoon. The General sent me four four-gun 
field batteries, which wiLh my own gave me 
twenty-two guns to defend the trains. 

Shortly after noon the very windows of 
heayen seemed to have been opened. Rain fell 
in dashing torren ts, and in a little while the 
whole face of the earth was covered with water. 
The meadows became small lakes; raging 
streams ran across the road in every depression 
of the ground j wagons, ambUlances and. artil
lery carriages filled the roads and fields lJl all 
directions. The storm increased in fury every 
moment. Canvas was no protection against it l 
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amI the poor wouuded, lying upon the hanl, 
naked boards of the wagon bodies, were drench
ed by the cold rain. Horses and mnles were 
blinded and maddened by the storm, and 
became almost unmanageable. The roar of the 
winds and waters made it almost impossible to 
communicate orders. Night was rapidly ap
proaching, amI there was danger that in the 
darkness the "confnsion" would become 
"worse confounded ." About4 P. M., the head 
of the column was put in motion and began 
the ascent of the mountain. After dark I set 
out to gain the advance. The train was seven
teen miles long when drawn out on the road. 
It was moving rapidly, and from every wagon 
issued wails ofagony. For four hours I gallop
ed along, passing to the front, and heard more 
- it was too dark to see-of the hOlTors of war 
than I had witnessed from the battle of Bnll 
Run np to that day. In the wagons were men 
wonnded and mntilated in every conceivable 
way. Some had their legs shattered by a shell 
or Minie ball; some were shot throngh their 
bodies; others had arms torn to shreds ; some 
had reoeived a ball in the face, or a jagged 
piece of shell had lacerated their heads. 
Scarcely one in a hundred had received ade
lJuatu surgical aid. Many had been without 
food for thirty-six hours. The il-ragged, 
'bloody and dirty clothes, all clotted and hal'd
ened with blood, were rasping the tender, 
inflamed lips of their gaping wonnds. Very 
fow of the wagons had even straw in them, and 
all were without springs. The road was rongh 
and rocky. The jolting was euough to havo 
killell sOlmd, strollg men. From nearly every 
wagon, as the horses trottell on, snch cries and 
shrieks as t.heso greetell the ear: 

"Oh God! why can't I die?" 
"My God! will no ono l13,vC mercy and kiIl 

me and end my misery'?" 
"Oh! stop one minute and take me out and 

leavc me to die on the roadside." 
"I am llying! I am dying! My poor wife, 

Illy dear children! wh,tt will become of you '?" 
Sorue wel'e pmying; others were uttering 

the most fearful oaths and execrations that 
,lespair coulfl wring from them in their agony. 
Occasionally a wagon would be passed from 
which only low, deep moans and sobs could be 
heard. No help could be rendered to any of 
the sufferers. On, on; we must move on. The 
storm continued and the darkness was fearful. 
There was no time even to fill a canteen with 
water for a dying man; for, except'the drivers 
and the gual'lls disposed in compact bodies 
every half mile, all were wonnded and help
less in that vast train of misery. The night 
was awful, and yet it was onr safety, for no en
emy would dare attack us when he could not 
distinguish friend from foe. W'e kuew that 
when day broke ul)on llS we would be hanass
ed by bands of oavalry hanging on onr flanks. 
Therefore our aim was to go as far as possible 
under cover of the night, and so we kept on. 
It was my sad lot to pass the whole distance 
from the rear to the head of the column, and no 
language can convey an idea of the horrors of 
that most horrible of all nights of our long and 
bloody war. 

Daybreak on the morning of t.he 5th found 
the head of our column at Greencastle, twelve 
or fifteen miles from the Potomac at Willams
port, our point of crossing. Herll !lllf appre

hemled troubles from the Union cavalry began. 
From the fields and cross-roads they attackeel 
us in small bodies, striking the column where ......... 
there were few or no guards, and creating great 
confusion. 

To add still further to our perplexities, a re
port was brought that the Federals in large. 
force held Williamsport. This fortunately 
proved untrue. After a great deal of harrass
ing aud desultory fighting along the road. 
nearly the whole immense train reached Wil
liamsport a little after the mideUe of the day. 
The town was taken possession of; all the 
churches, school houses, etc., were converted 
into hospitals, and proving insufficient, many 
of the private houses were occupied. Straw 
was obtained on the neighboring farms; the 
wounded were removed from the wagons and 
housed; the citizens were all put to cooking 
ancl the army surgeons to dressing wounds. 
The dead were selected from the train- for 
many had perished on the way- amI were 
decently buried. All this had to be done be
cause the tremendous rains had raised the rivel' 
more than ten feet above the fording stage, and 
we could not not pOSJibly cross. 

Our situation was frightful. 'Ve had over 
10,000 animals and all the wagons of General 
Lee's army under our charge, and all the 
wounded that could be brought from Gettys
burg. Our supply of provisions consisted of a 
few wagon loads offlour and a small lot ofcattle. 
My effective force was only about 2,100 men 
and twenty-odd field l)ieces. We did not 
know where our army was; the river could not 
be crossed; and small parties of cavalry were 
still hovering arouml. The means of ferriage 
consisted of two small boats and a small wire 
rOlJc stretched across the river, which owing to 
the force of the swollen current broke several 
times during the day. To relluce the space to 
be defended as much as possible, all the 
wagons aad animals were l)arked close togeth
er on the river bank. 

Belieyiug that an attack would soon be made 
upon us, I ordered the wagoners to be mustered, 
and, taking three out of every four, organized 
them into companies, and armed them with 
the weapons of the wounded men found in the 
tmin. B.Y this means I added to my effective 
force about five hundred men. Slightly 
wounded officers promptly volunteered t,heir 
services to command these improvised soldiel's; 
,md many of our quartermasters and commis
saries did the same thing. We were not seri
ously molested on the 5th; but next morn
ing about 9 o'clock iuformation reached me 
that a large body of cavalry from Frederick, 
Maryland, was rapidly advancing to attack us. 
As we could not retreat further, it was at once 
frankly made known to the troops that unless 
we could repel the threatened attack we should 
all become prisoners, and that the loss of his 
whole transportation would probably rnin Gen
eral Lee; for it could not be replaced for many 
months, ifat all, in the then exhausted condition 
of the Confederate states. So far from repress
ing the ardor of the troops, this frank announce
ment of our peril inspired all with the ntmost 
enthusiasm. Men and officers alike, forgetting 
the sufferings of the past few days, proclaimed 
their determination to drive back the attacking 
force or perish in the attempt, All told, we 
were less than 3,000 men, The advancing force 
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we knew to be more than <1ouble ours, consist
iug, as we had ascertained, of five regular amI 
eight volunteer regiments of cavalry, with 
eighteen guns, all under the command of Gcn
erals Buford and Kilpatrick. We had no works 
of any kind; the country was open amI almoRt 
level, and there was no advantage of position 
we could occupy. It must necessarily be a 
square stand up fight, face to face. , Ye had 
twent.y-two field guns of various calihre, al1lI 
one Whitworth. These were disposed in batte
ries, in semi-Circle, about one mile out ot the 
village, on the summit of a very slight rising 
ground that lies back of the town. Except the 
artillery, our troops were held out of view of 
the assailants, and ready to be moved prompt
ly to auy menaced point along the whole line of 
nearly two miles in extent. Knowiug that 
nothing coulcl save ns bnt a bold "bluff" game, 
onleI'S had been given to the artillery as soon as 
the a<1vancing forces came within range to open 
fire along the whole line, and k eep it up with 
the utmost rapidity. A little after one o'clock 
they appeared on t,wo roads in our front, aIHl 
our batteries opened. They soon had their guns 
in position, and a very lively artillery fight be
gan. 'Ve fired with great rapidity, and in less 
than an hour two of our batteries reported that 
t.heil' ammuuition was exhausted. This woulcl 
have been f,.tal to us hut for the opportuue ar
rival at the critical momeut of an ammnnition 
train from 'Yincnester. The wagons were fer
ried across to our side as soon as possible, and 
driveu on the fielc1 iu a gallop to supply the si
lent guns. Not having men to occupy half our 
line, they were moved up in order of battle, 
first to one battery, then withdrawn and donb
le-quicked to another, but out of view of our 
assailants till they could be shown at some oth
er pOint on our line. By this manoouvring we 
made the impression that we had ~,strong sup
porting force in rear of all our guus along the 
entire fron t. To test this, Generals Buford and 
Kilpatrick dismounted five Regiments and ad
vanced them on foot on our right. We concen
trated there all the men we had, wagoners and 
all, and thus, with the aid of the united fire of 
all our guns directed at the advancing line, we 
drove it back, and rushed forward two of our 
batteries four or five hundred yards further to 
the front. This boldness prevented another 
Charge, and t.he fight was continued till near 
sunset with the artillery. About that time Gen
eral Fitzhugh Lee sent a message from toward. 
Greencastle, that if we could hold out an hoUl' 
he would reinforce us with 3,000 men. Thisin· 
telligence elicited a loud and long-continued 
cheer along our whole line, which was heard 
and nnderstood by our adversaries, as we learn
ed from prisoners taken. A few minutes later 
General J. E. B . Stuart, advancing from Ha
gerstown, fell unexpectedly upon the real' of 
~heir right wing, and in ten minut~s they :vel'e 
1~ rapid retreat by their left flank lB the cIneo
tion of Boonsboro. Night coming on enabled 
them to escape. 

By extraordinary good fortune we had thus 
B.wed all of General Lee's trains. A bold 
charge at any time before sunset would have 
brOken our feeble lines, antI we should all have 
fallen an easy prey to the Federals. This came 
to he known as "the wagoners' fight" in our 
army, from the fact that so many of them were 
armed and did such gallant senice in repelling 

the attack made on 0111' right hy the dismolln
ted regiments. 

Our defeat that day would Itaye been an ir
reparable blow to General Lee, in the loss of 
all his transpOl·tation. Every man engaged 
knew this, and probably in no fight in the war 
was there a more determin d spirit shown than 
l)ythis handful of cooped-up tr001)s. The next 
day onr army from Gettyslmrg arrived, allu the 
country is familiar with the manner in which 
it cscaped across the Potomac on the night of 
the 9th. 

It may be interesting to 1'el)eat one or two 
facts to show the peril in which we were until 
the riYer could be bridged. About 4,000 }His
oners taken at Gettysburg were ferried across 
the river by the morning of the 9th, and I was 
ordered to guanl them to Staunton. Before WI' 
had pl'Ocee<1ell two miles lrcceiv('d a note froll1 
General Lee to report to him in person imme
diately. I rode to the river, was fel'l'ie(1 over, 
and galloped out toward Hagerstown. As I pro
ceeded I became satisfiell that a serious demon
stration was making along 0111' front, from the 
heavy·artillery firing extending for a long dis
tance along the line. I overtook Gencral LeI' 
riding to the front near Hagerstown. He im
m ediately reined up, and r emarked that he be
lieved I was familial' with all the fords of tIl(' 
l'otomac above 'Yi11iamsport, and theroallsap
proaching them. I replied that 1 knew them 
perfectly. He then callell up somtl one of his 
staff to write down my answers to his questions, 
and requil'ecl me to name all fords as high 
up as Cumherland, and describe minutely 
their character, and the roads and surrounding 
country on both sides of the river, and directed 
me to send my bl'other, Colonel Imbod~n, to 
him to act as a guide with his regiment, if he 
should be compelled to retreat higher up thE' 
rivel' to cross it. His situation was then very 
l)recarious. 'Vhen about parting from him to 
recross the river and move on with the prison
ers, he told me they would probably be rescued 
before I reached ",Vinchester, my guard was so 
small, and he expected a force of cavalry would 
cross at Harper's Ferry to cut us off; and he 
could not spare to me any additional troops, as 
he might be hard pressed before he got over the 
river, which was still very much swollen by the 
rains. R eferring to the high water, he laugh
ingly inquired, "Does it ever quit raining 
about here? If so, I should like to see a clear 
d.ay." 

These incidents go to show how near Gettys
burg came to ending the war in 1863. If we 
had been successful in that battle, the proba
bilities are that Baltimore aJl(1 Washington 
would at once have fallen into our hands; and at 
that time there was so large a "peace party" in 
the North, that the Federal GQvernment would 
have found it difficult, ifnot impos ible, to car
ry on the war. General Lee's opinion was that 
we lost the battle because Pickett was not sup
ported "as he was to have l)een." On the other 
hand if General~ Bufol'll and Kilpatrick had 
capt~red the ten thousand animals amI all the 
transportation of Lee's army at 'Villiamsport, 
it would have been an irreparable loss, aud 
would probably have led to the fall of Rich
mond in the autumn of 1863. On such small 
circumstances do the affairs of nations some
time turn. J. D. IMBODEN. 
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Leaving out of Gen. Imboden's account 
of this immense train that part whicb is 
hut bluster and braggadocia, it will yet be 
seen that it comprised as much distress 
and suffering as was p!obably ever brough t 
together in anyone place on this conti
nent. He estimates that train at seven
teen miles in length. Other accounts, how
ever, make it much longer. In the Frank
lin Repository of July 8th, 1863, it is said 
that this train commenced to pass through 
Greencastle on Sunday morning at 4 A. M. 
and continued until 11 A. lI. Monday. 
This would make thirty-one hours in pass
ing one point; and allowing but one mile 
to an hour, and we have thirty-one miles, 
as its probable length. In the same paper 
from which I have thus quoted, the num
ber of wounded in these wagons and walk
ing along by them, is stated at from ten to 
twelve thousand. Add to this vast num
berthe seven thousand, five hundred and 
forty who were left upon the field who 
were too badly wounded to be borne away, 
or for whom transportation could not be 
given, and some idea may be formed of 
the extent of the losses of those three 
eventful days. All along the rOllte by 
which this train made its way, broken 
wagons and dead and dying soldiers were 
strewn; while in and about Gettysburg,
in the fields, along the roadside, and in 
houses and barns in the rear of the rebel 
line, maimed and suffering men were fou nd 
evervwhere. I will reserve for a subse
quent chapter an account of the sad and 
terrible scenes I witnessed upon vi~iting 
the field on the Tuesday 3fter the battle. 
Rev. Isaiah Baltzel informs me that 011 
Monday, after the last of this train had 
passed, he rode along the road from Mari
on to Greencastle, and all along the route 
the terrible evidences of its passage were 
seen. Broken wagons lay here and there 
all along the route. Upon looking into 
one of these wllgons, the occupants hav
ing been removed, the whole bottom was 
smeared with blood. Upon passing a house 
a woman called him and ask~d him if he 
was a doctor. She Raid they had taken 
two wounded men from a wagon and put 
them in their barn, and unless they bad 
surgical care they would die. 'l'be men 
were moaning out their agony so distress
ingly that he could not endure it. Their 
wounds had not been dressed . . 

Rev. J. Milton Snyder,son ofJ. C. Sny
der, Esq., of New Franklin, and now a. 
resident of Meyersdale, Somerset county, 
Pa., furnishes the following account: 

"I can well r emember when the r ebel train 
of wouneled Game from Gettysburg, by way of 
my father's aud New Franklin. I was qUite 
young at the time, and hence noticed Ulany 
things that escaped the notice of older persons. 
Ou Saturday evening, July 4th, 1863, whilst we 

werc quietly seated iu the house, fMher hcanl 
a pecnliar noisc as the the approach of a he:tvy 
storm. This was, if I remember correctly, 
about 10 o'clock on Saturday night. Father 
went out into the darkness to listen. A short 
while after a body of rebel cavalry came down 
the wad from Greenwood. They halte(l at 
father's and calleel him out. The night was 
very dark. They asked to be directed to Green
castle. They seemed to be lost or bewilderell. 
Father not knowing whether they were Union 
or rebel, (lirected them properly. About mid
night the firs:; of the train of wouuded reached 
our place. The wagous kept the main road as 
much as possible, andou either sideof the train a 
contiuual stream ofwouuded soldiers kept mov
ing. Thus they continued coming anel going 
t he remainder of Saturday night, a ll day Sun
day and the last wagon passed by New Frank

• lin on Monday at 9 o'clock. The train of wound
cd left the pike at Greenwood, came on the olel 
"Walnut Bottom Hoad" (called also ·the Pine 
Stnmp road), t hrongh New Gllilforcl,)y my 
father's, through New Franklin, thence to Mar
ion amI. Greencastle. Ou Monday morning 
Gregg's cavalry came after the train , following 
the same route. Gen. Gregg halted at, father's 
aud 'camped' in one of our fields east of New 
Frankliu anll in our orchard. Some of onr 
Franklin county boys were with Gregg, a nd 
Mr. Henry Flanagan visited his parents in the 
Yillage of New Franklin. The rebels claimed 
that they were going South for ammunition. 
Hebel soldiers, wOlluded, were left all a long the 
route of retreat. Many .lied and were buried 
by the wadside. I shall nevcr forget those 
ghastly wounds, those thousands of faces dllsky 
with powder, and that battery of black and 
horrid field pieces they had sent, as could ~ 
seen, many charges of 'grape' into the bosom 
of our brave men." 

Mr. George Myers. residing near the 
railroad station at Marion, says that many 
of the teamsters did not attempt to keep 
the road, but took the nearest route across 
the fields, the wheels cutting in the soft 
ground up to the axles. Some of the cav
alrymen having lost the road went along 
the railroad, jumping their tired horse~ 
over the cattle guards. All the nigb t long 
groans and cries of distress were beard, 
and their pump was in continual use for 
'water to bathe the wounds and quench the 
thirst of the wretl'hed inmates of the wag
ons. In the morning some of the wagonR 
from which groan'> were heard to come 
were closed down by curtains, the poor
wretches having died. 

Rev. J. C. Smith, at that time a residellt 
ofGreencastle, gi ves the tollowing accou n t: 

"Saturday, July 4th, 18G3, closed with a per
fect quiet in Greencastle. Captain Dahlgreen 
and his troops disappeared as m ysteriously llS 
they h ad come. The stragglers, who had been 
bringing up the rear of Lee's army, had either 
all passecl through or had received a hint that 
it would be a saving of muscle to allvance no 
further North just then. Greencastle went to 
bed in entire ignorance of the resultg of the 
battle of Gettysuurg, hopeful to ue sure, but 
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not assured that all was well. Four o'clock 
Sunday morning we awoke to hear the rumb
ling of wagons, the tramping of horsps tho 
noise aml racket attending an arllly in m~tion. 
The first qucstion natlll'ally wouhl bl' 'what 
Iloes all this commotion mean '." And'thf' an
swer rame readily and earlicr, 'There goes an
other rehel army to help decitle the uattle in 
progress at Gettysburg.' Hastily dressing and 
going out on the strect, we were supremely 
happy iu seeing the army heading the other di
rection. It was the army of wonnded from tho 
battlefield hastcning on toward the Potomac to 
cross over to Yirginia. No one, with any ft'el
ings of pity, will ever want to see sueh :t sight 
more than once in a life-time. Hol'() came tht' 
meu who but cight or ten dllyS IlPfore had 
passed through our town in the ]lrime of health 
boasting of the exploits they woulll do, whe~ 
they would have the happy chance of seeing 
the Union army. A more crest-fallen, woe-be
gone mob may never have been seen. Hurry 
was the order of the day. They seemed almost 
to be pushing each other forward. Yet when 
asked about the results of the battle, the offi
cers invariably declared that they gave the boys 
in blue a sound thrashing. In conversation 
with an intelligent officer, I asked, 'If you have 
thrashed our army so soundly, why are you 
leaving us so hurriedly'! ",Vhy IIOt stay and 
occupy your conquered territory?' In reply 
he said: '0, we are just taking these home to 
have them cured up, and with these wagons 
bring on more ammunition ami soldiers and 
tinish up the job.' Then said he, 'did you Ileal' 
from Vicksburg'?' 'No,' said I. '\Vell, Pern
burton has captured Grant and his army.' J 
dill not feel as though I could go into ectacies 
oYcr this, but still hoped that for veracity he 
might be classed ltlllong those Cl'eatures whom 
1',ml accuratcly <1escribesin 1st Tit. 1: 1~. 'rJtO 
COlllJllOn soldicr seemed to be either too ~tllpid, 
ur else furbiddeu tu gh'o,~ truc "CCOllllt uf I he 
baltic, but all Ihe way tbl'<lugh the l'olorc(ll'or
liull tleclar!'ll that they w"ro badly whipped. 
tiuch it Recue of suftel'iug, who may uutiertal<e 
lit Lll'scribl'! No one couutetl the wounded. 
'l'hey could 1I0t be cOLIn tell because hundreds of 
wagons loacled with them were a llart of tllis 
train. All who were wOlll1l1ed in the lower ex
IreaLities "'erc placetl illtO these Imge alld rough
rolling arlllY wagous. ",Yhclll)assing o\"er any 
part of the street where the wagon would jolt, 
they wOltJd yell'll1Ll groan with paiu. Many 
had received their hurt on ",Vednesday and 
Thursday before, with no attentiou paid to 
them by surgeons, the doctors haYing been kept 
busy with the more grave cases. All who were 
wouuded iu the head, the arms, the shoulder, 
the non-,ital parts of the body, were compelled 
to walk through the mud ankle deep, with no 
food saye a little flour mixed with water and 
baked on a few coals. Those wounded in the 
arms or shouider would tear away the garment 
and expose the wounded part. Such arms
~wollen to twice or thrice their natural sizf'
red and angry. When they came to a pump, one 
would place his wounded member under the 
"pout while another would pump cold wMerou 
the sore. Then lie would do a like service to his 
comrade. '.rhus the pumps were going all tbat 
(lay. I will particularize one case; this will 
be ;t sample for probably live or six thousand 

silnilar one~. He was frulll Xorth Carolina; 
was shot through the arm, between the shoul
tier ami thc elbow. The arm was swolleu to 
th.. size of a medium sizedlllan's thigh, very 
rptl and inflamed. _'othing had been done for 
him by the tlortor s'~ve to pre's a wad of rot
ton into the woutlll in ('ach ~idt' of the arm. He 
hall t'ecl'ived his wound all ",Vednestlay. Xow 
said IH', 'I am going home, anll r will never en
t!'r the army again.' Sai(l I, 'illY dear friend, 
[ fear you can't reach home soon. I learn that 
onr goverlllPnt has thro\\"n an army on the 
Bouth bank of the Potomar.' Saill he, 'I nev
er wanted to go into this war. They came to 
my home antl drove me iuto the army at the 
point of the bayonet. Thl'next ti me they come 
they may shoot me down at my door; I will 
rather die than fight again.' ,\Ve E'stimatell tlte 
number of wounded that ]lassed through our 
town at 12,000 to lO,OOO. It was au easy mat
ter to trace their work of flight. Dead horses, 
broken down and abandoned wagons, ca.nnOIl 
carriages and caisons, new made graves. Itwas 
siml)ly a road covered with wrecks. 

On :Monday evening, June 6th, about sun
down some cavalry, being the rear guard, 
l)assed through, anll there ended anI' connection 
with the llebel Confederacy." 

Mr. David Z. Shook, a resident of Green
castle, and an eye witness, relates the fol
lowing: 

"",Ve were awakenell hy a rumbling sOllnd 
in the directiou of Chambersburg. It was the 
wajl;on train from Gettysuul'g. The teamsters 
aud guards were somewhat excited, and were 
hurrying through. Many of the wagous wel'Q 
loaded with wounded, whose cries and groans 
were pitiful indeed. ",Veasked thc rebelswhl~t 
was lip? They told us that a battle had beeu 
iought at Gettysburg, but it was not at all tlc
t'isive. They sahl too that they were only tak
ing their WOlUlllt>d ott' allli thai they expectetl 
rdnforoolllonts frolll Yirginia. They trietl lu 
hide their defeat, lJUt \\'0 saw that there were 
1lI0re lhan woundcd hurrying to\\-artls Yirginia. 
Olle poor fellow begged to be lifted out of ,. 
\\'agoll and laid un the grouud as his pain iu 
the joltiu!! wagon was ullbeaml)le, but tho 
teamsters hurrietl all autl kept 110 account of 
his entreMics. The night following beillg very 
dark, many persous ill toWIl E'ngaged ill t'al)tur
ing horses aud cattle from the traiu. As cat
tle passed by 1 saw many turned into alleys. 
Horses tied behind wagons had their halters 
cut and were led away unobserved. Many 
horses, too, gave out here and were left. They 
snifered greatly from not being sbod, their 
hoofs being WOl'll oil' to the 1Iuick. Many such 
were offered for sale-tine ones being olfered as 
10\\' as five dollars in Yankee money. I cap
tured a tine bay horse, hid him in the b~rn, 
fed hilll well and felt proud of my possessIOn. 
A tew days after a citizen of Greencastle cam... 
to the barn, recognized hb horse, proved him, 
aud took him a way. r did not smile for a 
week. The rebels hatl taken this horse on 
their way to Gettysburg, and I had the luck to 
get him as my first capture, though I was ill 
utter iguorance of his belonging to a fellow 
townsman until he informed me. Many per
sons threw taunts at the retreating foe, such 
as 'How are you Gettysburg?' 'Have you 
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ueen to Philadelphia already'!' anll'Dili YOII 
Illeet the Pennsylv,mia militia. down there '!' 
An officer rode up to a pump and asked for 
water. A citizen standing by said, 'Did you 
get enongh of :Meade over there?' The officer 
grew furious and ca!led him an impudent 
pnl)PY·" 

Some of our citizens residing upon the 
eastern outskirts of the town said that for 
a day or two they had heard cannonading 
across the South Mountain. During the 
battle of Antietam, and on other occasions 
when there was artillery firing down about 
the Potomac, the sound could ue heard 
distinctly by persons ill the country away 
from tbe noise of the town. These sounds 
were more distinct along the Conoco
cheague creek, which runs into the Poto
mac at Williamsport, and along the sides 
of the mountains. During the battle of 
Gettysburg, tbe Soutb Mountain interven
ing, the sound of the cannonading was 
not so distinct. It resembled the noise 
occasioned by the distant slamming of a 
door. 

On Saturday evening at G o'clock, not
withstanding the inclemency of the 
weather, and the uncertainty as to the 
result of the battle which we knew had 
been fought, a number of our citizens 
gathered in front of the Court House for 
the purpose of celebrating our national 
holiday. The Burgess, Mr. Hoskinson, 
presided, assisted by two tried soldiers, 
Captains Ramuel McKesson and George 
I,. Miles as Vice Presidents. Mr. J. Por
ter Brown, also a soldier, was Secretary of 
the meeting. 'l'he Franklin Repository 
of July 15th, says that the Declaration of 
Independence was read by Mr. William 
1. Cook. My recollection is, that Mr. 
Upton Washabaugh read the Declaration. 
Speeches were made by Hon. George W. 
Brewer, VI'". S. Stenger, W. S. Everett, 
Esqs., and Revs. Forney and Dickson. 
'1'he Chambersburg Band, under charge of 
Mr. H. B. Hatnick, furnished music for 
t.he occasion. 

At the conclusion of this meeting Mr. 
H. E. Hoke informed a number of persons 
that be had heard from the balcony of his 
bouse on East Market street, a low rum
bling noise as if an immense train of 
wagons were moving from the pass of the 
Soutb Mountain across the country to
wards Greencastle. Taking several per
sons with him, Mr. Hoke led these 
persons to his dwelling, and upon going 
out upon the balcony and holding their 
ears close to tbe brick wall of the house, 
they all clearly heard the sound, and came 
to the conclusion that Lee was retreating. 

About 10 o'clock that same evening
(Saturday, July 4th) while seated upon 
the door step in front of my house at the 
north-east corner of the Diamond, Mr. 

'1'bomas Flelcher, now ueceaseu, came 
along anu sat down by my side. He in
formtd me lhat he bad just returned from 
a scouting service out near Turkey Foot, 
and that tbe whole -Nay from South 
Mountain by Greenwood along the Pine 
Stump road wa!! crowded with bundreds 
upon hundreds of wagons, loaded with 
wounded men; that they were but weak
ly guarded, and a few cavalry could cap
ture nearly the. whole train. From this 
fact of these wagons going South, we con
cluded that Lee was defeated and was 
retreating.

At the break of day on Sabbath morn
ing, July 5th, I was called from my bed to 
go immediately to the School House Hos
pital on King street, adjoining the jail, to 
assist in removing from a number of 
wagons, which bad lost tbeir way in the 
night and had come to this place, a lot of 
wounded rebels from Gettysburg. Re
pairing hastily to King street I found 
some four or five wagons, each drawn by 
four horses or mules, and all laden with 
wounded men. Standing upon the pave
ment in front of the hospital 'Yas a rebel 
soldier wi th his arm off close to his should
er. 0, what a sight! Bloody, wounds 
undressed. almost famished for water and 
food, these men presented a sight such as 
I never wish to see again. After they 
were alI taken into the hospital I went to 
tiJe residence of Mrs. Ritner, adjoining the 
King street church, and engaged her to 
furnish them with bread. Coffee, beef tea, 
and snch other thingsas they needed were 
furnisbed day after day, until General 
Couch, some four or five days thereafter, 
moved his headquarters from Harrisburg 
to this place, when he took charge of the 
hospital. Some of the wounded men told 
us tbat their army was defeated at Gettys
burg, and that Lee was retreating. 

The following is an account of the way 
this wagon train lost its way and came 
into Chambersburg. In the darkness of 
the night these wagons became separated 
from the train, and coming out into the 
Greencastle road, this side of Marion near 
the White Church, one of tbe teamslers or 
wagon masters called at a house and in
quired the nearest way to 'Villiamsport. 
A woman looking out of a window 
and waving her hand towards Chambers
burg said, "You had better go that way." 
FolIowing her direction they carne into 
town shortly before the break of day. Mr. 
John A. Lemaster, who resided at that 
time near the corner of Main and German 
streets, bas furnished me with the follow
ing statement: Hearing a noise in the 
street he went to the window and looked 
out. A number of wagons were standing 
in the street, the front resting at German 
street. Cries and groans came from all 
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the wagons. After stopping a little while 
a man on horseback rode up to the front 
teamster and said, "Why don't you drive 
on iI" The wamster replied, "We are on 
the wrong road; this is not Williams_ 
port." The horseman replied, '''Tis Wil
Iiamsport; only drive on for the Yankees 
are just behind us." The teamster then 
said, "Williamsport has no church steeple
like that," referring to the Reformed 
church. "I tell you," said the horseman, 
"thi!! is Williamsport. Don't you know 
that just down there in that hollow is the 
canal and the river? Drive on as fast as 
you can, and after you are across the river 
you can take all the time you want." 
Another person coming up at this time 
and surveying the situation, said as he 
pointed westwardly down German street, 
"That looks more like the right way; 
down there in that holloware the canal 
and river." At length a teamster from 
the rear was put in charge of the front 
team, and the whole drove on down Main 
street and out to the intersection of Main 
and Second, followed by a number of citi
zens, when they were convinced that they 
were in Chambersburg and compelled to 
surrender. The teams were at once driv
en back to the Hospital on King street, as 
already stated. 

Mr. Jacob S. Brand tells me that when 
these wagons were opposite his residence 
on Main street, near the Diamond, the 
young man I have referred to as having 
his arm off near the shoulder, succeeded 
in getting out unable longer to endure the 
jolting. Mr. Brand said to him, "What 
does this mean iI" "It means," said he, 
"that Uncle Robert has got a -
whipping. " 

Returning to my residence after the re
moval of the wounded rebels from this 

> wagon train, I found a man at our door 
f from the country, who had come to town 
I to learn the latest news. His horse was 

hitched in front of our store. Telling him 
the situation, and showing him the im

r portance . of sending information of the 
large wagon train then passing through 
our county for Virginia, as quickly as pos
sible to the authorities at Harrisburg, he 
consented to carry the despatch westward 
on the Pittsburg pike, to be delivered to 
the repair party who, we had beard, were 
somewhere between Chambersbure: and 
Loudon repairing thH telegrs.ph line. I 
hastily wrote a despatch to Governor Cur
tin, stating the fact, and suggesting that a 
small body of cavalry, if a large body 
could not be sent, could capture a large 
part of that train. Handing this dispatch 
to the man, he mounted his horse and 
went at a rapid gait out on the western 
Pike. I have no knowledge whether ~y 
despatch ever reached Governor CurtID; 

9 1 

but it happened that the brave New York 
cavalry, who distinguished themselves by 
whipping twice their number of rebels in 
McConnellsburg, and also rode into the 
jaws of death a half mile north of Green
castle on Monday, June ~2d, were at that 
time in McConnellsburg, and by some
body's orders they crossed the mountain, 
ten or twelve of them coming directly to 
this place, ami the remainder taking 
across the country from Loudon towards 
Greencastle. When they came up to the 
wagon train they made a dash uponit, cut 
the traces, stampeded the horsesand mules, 
and in this way by repeated efforts, they
succeeded in capturing several hundred 
wagons with the horses and mules. Some 
time towards evening the ten or twelve 
cavalry who headed for this place entered 
our town. They were the first Union 
soldiers we had seen fora number of weeks. 
Never were visitors so welcome. The 
blessed army blue never looked so comely. 
We began to feel that we yet had a Coun
try and a Government, and that after all 
the glorious flag of our fathers fioated in 
triumph. Some wept for joy. Others 
flung their hats in the air and shouted 
aloud. Soon a pole was imprOVised, a 
:flag drawn forth from its hiding place and 
nailed to the end, and the pole raised aloft 
and spiked fast to the stump of the pole
raised on the 18th of April, ]861, and cut 
down by Imboden's cut throats on the 
Wednesday preceding. 

On Monday morning abou t eigh to'clock, 
while standing in front of our store, Dr. 
A. H. Senseny, who was just returning
from a visit to the King Street Hospital, 
told me that already vermin had made 
their appearance iu the wounds of 
the rebels, aud that unless real Cas
tile soap were procured and their wounds 
washed, they would all die. I pur
chased all of this soap Mr. A. J. Miller, 
the druggist, had and took it to the 
hospital and delivered it to the stew
ard, telling him wh:~t to do with it. 
Upon coming out of the hospital I saw a 
man running up Second street from the 
depot, waving his hat in one hand and a 
paper in the other, shouting aud yelling 
at the top of bis voice. It proved to be 
Mr. J. W. Deal, the postmllster. He had 
spent most of the time durin~ the invasion 
in Harrisburg, and having come up that 
morning as far as the Scotland bridge, he 
there took a hand car and came to town, 
bringing with him an extra issued by one 
of the newspapers of Harrisburg, giving
the details of the battle. I caught the 
words, "Victory! Victory at Gettysburg! 
Lee in full retreat II" I waited for no 
more but ran down King street to Main 
and up to the front of the Court House, 
calling upon everyone I saw to follow me 
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and hear the glorious news. Mr. Deal 
soon reached the Court House steps, and 
to an immense throng he read to us the 
first authentic and detailed news we had 
yet received of the great battle at Gettys
burg. The cup of our rejoicing was now 
full, and shouts and huzzahs rang out 
fmm 0.1 mORt eVE'ry lip. ("onvE'yancefl 

were at once in great demand to visit the 
field of carnage. Many started on foot. 
I was one of the fortunate ones and pro
curing a team, in company withfthreE:' 
others, we started a little after the middlE' 
of the day for Gettysburg. I will resume, 
however, an accou n t of th i51 tri p for a sn h
sequent chapter. 

CI IAPTER XI. 

SCOUTING 8ETIyrCE. 

As soon as the rebel forces began to 
pass through our town, we saw the pro
priety of sending all the information of 
their number and movements to the au
thorities at Harrisburg which we could. 
And while we had no concerted method of 
operatioh by which information was to be 
gathered and sent, a number of our citi
zens made careful estimates of the num
ber of troops and cannon which daily 
passed through the town, and in such ways 
as they could, forwarded the same to the 
Capital of the State. Hon. F. M. Kim
meli, at one time presiding Judge of this 
district, who had acted as Provost Mar
shall during the period our town was un
der martial law, about the time of the in
vasion of Maryland and the battle of An
tietam, in 1862, had been requested by 
Governor Curtin to exercise a general su
perintendence here during the war. This 
fact was unknown to us, yet by general 
consent many of us cooperated with Mr. 
Kimmell in collecting and forwarding in
formation during the invasion. The late 
Judge Paxton and Mr. Christian Stouffer 
were specially directed by Mr. Kimmell to 
take careful estimates of the enemy's force, 
and these estimates, with those made by 
others, were forwarded every day to Har
risburg by some of our young men. I am 
unable to give the names of all who made 
these perilous journeys to and from the 
Capital. Messrs. Shearer Houser, Benja
min S. Huber, J. Porter Brown, Anthony 
Holler, Mr. Kinney, Sellers Montgomery, 
Thomas J. Grimison and Stephen W. 
Pomeroy were among the number. When 
anything which we deemed of special im
portance occurred, we made it a point to 
dispatch a messenger as soon as possible. 
Usually the facts we wished to communi
cate were written upon a very small piece of 
paper, and these papers wereselfreted some
where about the person of the scout. Upon 

one occasion Shearer Houser, when on his 
way with a dispatch, was captured by 
some rebel cavalrymen ,and toavoirl the fate 
which surely awaited him, if his dispatch 
were found upon his person, pulled from 
his pocket a plug of tobacco and bit off the 
end in which the paper was secreted. 
While chewing and attempting to swallow 
it, he iooked up into the branches of a tree 
under which he was standing, and tried 
to decide upon which one he would be 
hanged. On some occasions messages 
were carried verbally, which was consid
ered less riskfu!. In the front room above 
our store, overlooking the Diamond, at a 
distaDC\e from the window that the person 
could not be seen by the passing rebels, 
with pencil and paper, the soldiers and 
cannon were counted. In almost every 
case the dispatches were written by Judge 
Kimmell. We all knew that according to 
the rules of war, we would be hanged if 
caught, and on one occasion Gen. Conch 
sent us this message by oneofour scouts:
"'1'ell the gentlemen engaged in this busi
ness that the information they send ns is 
of great importance, and I hope they will 
continue it, but if detected they will sure
ly be executed." We were aware of our 
danger. and did our work so as to avoid 
detection. 

It is not my purpose to put upon record 
here the circumstances connected with all 
the trip!'! to and from Harrisburg made by 
our scouts. This I could not do for the 
reason that I could not give even the 
names of all the heroic young men en
gaged in this perilous work. I will, how
ever, refer to but a few cases of special illl
portance, which are as follows: 

1. Gen. Lee's al'rival in Chambersburg. 
and his turning to the east in connection 
with the passage of DiU's Corps in tILe 
8ame direction. 
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RcmillisCCllces if the TVal'. 

In a previous chapter I gave a detailed 
account of the arrival of Gen. Lee in our 
town, his consultation in the Dia
ruonn..with .Gen: Hill, antI his turning
east in the dlrectlOn of GettyslJurg. 'rhis 
occurred about nine or ten o'clock in the 
forenoon ofPriday, Jun020tb. It should 
be borne in mind that Rhorle's and John
son's divisions of Ewell's Corps had al
ready passet! through and gone on uown 
towarrls Harrisburg, but in tbe morn
ing of this day Heth's division of Hill'!'; 
Uorps arrived, and instead of following the 
troops of Uen. Ewell down the valley, 
turned east and went in the direction of 
Gettysbnrg. 'rhis led us to suspect that 
Lee's real purpose was Baltimore and 
\Vashington, anu that the <Iemonstration 
.Iown the valley was to mislead and de
ceive our authorities. When Gen. Lee 
arriveu, an(1 held that consultatiou with 
fien. Hill, we felt anxious to see which 
way he woulu go, assured that whichever 
way he went would determine the real 
point of attack. 'l'bat this opinion was 
sbared by intelligent citizen~, as well as 
the writer, will appear in the following 
note by Bishop J. Dickson, then a resident 
of our town: 

MR. ,r. HOKE :-Dear Sir :-1 stood ne:u you 
ill the Diamond of Chambersburg at the timp 
Gen. Lee aud staff were there, and I witnessed 
the council between Lee and .H ill, aUll when 
Lee turneel east, following that part of Ifill's 
Corps, which had already gone in that direc
tion, I felt satisfied that Baltimore [\1ul 'Vash
ington were his destination. 

,J. DICKSON. 

Impressed with the fact stated, and the 
necessity of transmitting tbe same as 
speedily as possible to tbe authorIties at 
Harrisburg, I called the attention of Mr. 
Benjamin S. Huber, wb·) stood by my side, 
to tbe importance of their council, when 
he at once volunteered, tired though he 
was from the trip 11e had just completerl, 
to carry the intelligence. As soon as Lee 
and bis staff turned east, Huber started on 
bis second trip to the Capital. 'rhe follow
ing is Mr. Huber's own account of his 
iourney: "I struck at once across tbe 
country for Roxbury, at the base of the 
North Mountain, and there obtained the 
services of S. L. Sen tman, (the ~ame per
son who, a few days later, furnished Mr. 
Pomeroy with a borse.) Under Mr. Sent
man's guidance, (he being mounted and I 
Walking) we passed through Dotban ~al
ley to Amberson's Valley. In passlDg' 
througb this Darrow valley we had to cross 
Trout Run several times. As I wason foot 
I had to wade the stream, which came up 
nearly to my knees. When we reached 
Amberson's 'Valley Mr. Sentman left me, 
and I pursued my way alone and passed 

into Perry county Dear Germantown. 
Up(\n entering Amberson's Valley, how
ever, I pressed a horse, and at German
town I got my supper and had my hoft'e 
fed. About eight o'clock I left German
town for Newport, some forty-two miles 
distant. 'l'his distanee I rode in aboutsev
en hours without dismounting. Arriving 
at Newport, on the Pennsylvania railroad 
above Harrisburg, about three o'clock in 
the morning, I put my borse at a hotel 
and, a train coming along soon after, r 
took passage for Harrisburg. Shortly after 
<Iaylight we reached theUapita.1,and when 
I got out of t.he cars I saw Hon. D. W. 
Rowe, then in some military service, but 
now Judge of this Judicial District. r 
told Mr. Rowe the news I brought, when 
he at once conducted me to the Capitol.
Upon going into one of the rooms [of the 
Uapitol, I found myself in the present'e of 
n. number of persons, among whom: were 
Governor Curtin, Gen. Uouch and Gen. 
Smith . After telling them my statement 
I was put through a close examination by 
one of the Generals-I think it was Gen. 
Smith. After be bad examined me he 
said: "Well, genLlemen, the information 
this young man bring::! is of the most vital 
importance. if we can rely upon it." Mr. 
,"Villiam M'Lellan was there, and he 
said, "Gentlemen, Iknow this young man 
-you can rely upon every word he says." 
After a short consultation between the 
Governor and the mili tary men, tb~y com
menced writing, and the telegraph opera
tors were set to work. I sat for awhile 
and heard one of the o1li.cers say to anoth
er something about the army of the Poto
mac fi~bting the rebels before they could 
get across the South Mountain. After a 
little while I aros~ to leave when Gover
nor Curtin took me by the hand, thanked 
me for the news I brought, and gave me 
an order for free transportation back to 
Newport. Returning to Newport I moun
ted my horse and rode bome by the same 
way I had come. After returning the borse 
to his owner, I walked home, and on the 
way 3 rebel soldier stole my hat off my 
bead. While I was away, the rebels were 
all about the country and my wife became 
alarmed, and shut up the house and went 
to a relative of hers. Wben I went into 
the house I found that the rebels had been 
in it and carried away nearly all our cloth
ing, so that I had nota change of clothing 
or a hat to replace the one taken from me." 

2. The dispatch carl'ied by Messr8 An
thoTlY Holler (lnd .Mr. Kinncy. 

Iu a former article upon this subject, 
contributed to the Philadelphia Times, I 
associated the trip made by these two men 
with the rapid passage of Ewell's wagon 
train through this place. I wrote then 
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from memory, but now in possession of re
liable data, and correct whatever errors I 
may have made in that communication. 
The precise time when these two persons 
left Chambersbur~ for the Capital was 
Sunday morning, June 28th. The nature 
of the message which they carried I can
not certainly state. If the reader will rc
fer to the occurrences of Saturday, 2ith, 
as detailetj in a previous chapter, he will 
see that on that day two of Hill's 
Corps-Pender's and Anderson's-passed 
through town, and followed Heth's ou t to
wards Gettysburg. My impression is that 
the information which these men carried 
was the direction the~e ~o divisions took 
as a confirmation of the inference drawn 
from the course taken by Heth's division 
and Lee's own following in the same di
rection. At all events the information 
they carried was deemed so important by 
both Judge Kimmell and myself that we 
made an effort on Saturday evening, and 
up as late as ten o'clock that night, to pro
cure some one to convey it to Harrisburg. 
The best we could do was to secure the serv
ices of Messfs. Holler and Kinney fortheen
suing morning, as Mr. Holler deemed it too 
great a risk to attempt to pass through the 
enemy'slinesinthenight. 'rhatI have not 
erred in either the time of the departure 
of these men, or in stating the circuIUstan
ces, will appear in the subjoiued note: 

MR. HOKE :-Sir' :-It was on the Sunuay 
morning before the battle of Gettysburg that] 
startecl from Chambersburg to pilot Mr. Kin
ney to Roxbury on his way to Harrisburg. 
You came to me at a late hour the night previ
ons and desired me to pilot Mr. Kinney, but I 
cleclinecl to go until morning. I condllctedMr. 
Kinney to Roxbury, and then left him to Imr
sue his journey. What the information we 
carried was has escaped my memory. 

ANTHONY HOLLER. 

Mr. Holler gives the following account 
of their journey to Roxbury. Before start
ing he and Mr. Kinney agreed upon a 
statement to make in case of their capture. 
Tyingina handkerchief a numberofsoiled 
shirts and other articles ofwearing apparel 
they decided to show these to the rebels 
and tell them they were school teachers go
inghome to get their clothes washed. Mr. 
Kinney was a teacher in the Chambersburg 
Academy, and Mr. Holler's home had for
merly been in tbe direction they were to 
go. Leaving Chambersburg early in the 
morning, they passed up along the bank 
of the Conococheagne, on the line where 
the Baltimore and Cumberland Valley 
railroad now runs, and out over the hills 
above Heyser's paper mill. They were ar
rested three times before reaching Pleasant 
Hall, and to avoid detection in case they 
were searched, destroyed their dispatch~s. 
Their ruse about their soiled linen RUI'

ceeded admirably, and when questioned 
closely, they maintained their composure 
and adhered to their story. Upon reach
ing Roxbury Mr. Holler returned, leaving
Mr. Kinney to go on hiR journey. 

That Mr. Kinney pursued his journey, 
and duly reached Harrisburg and deliver
ed his message, will appear in the follow
in~ statement furnished me by Mr. A. M. 
Criswell, who saw Mr. Kinney in Har
risburg on the following day: 

MR. ,T. HOKE :-1 saw Mr. Kinneyatthp U. S. 
hotel, Harrisburg, during the afternoon of MOIl
day, 29th of June. I asked him to give me a 
little of his experience with the rebels, and hp. 
told me substantially as follows: "I got from 
a frien<l ill Gettysburg an old blind horse, a well
worn buggy and some soiled linen which I tied 
in a handkerchief and placed under the seat 
and started for Chambersburg, intending to 
represent myself as a scbool teacher on his way 
home. After entering the rebel lines, I was 
halted freqnently and my borse examined, but 
when his blindness was discovered they said 
they had no use for him, and I was permitted 
to pass. N e~.Lr Fayetteville a rebel officer stop
ped me and very politely asked leave to ride 
with me to Chambersburg. \Vhen we reached 
Messersmith's woods I stoppetl a moment, and 
the officer pointed out General Lee, who was 
seated in front of his tent looking over some 
papers. Arriving at Chambersburg, I tnrned 
over the horse and buggy to a friend, obtained 
some very importaut information and started 
ou foot for the P. R. R. 'Vas arrested twice by 
the ltebs., but representing myself as a school 
teacher, on my way home, I got off easily. On 
reaching the Union lines I was arrested, and 
my statement that I had important information 
for Governor Curtin was not accepted, but at 
my earnest request the officer in command pro
cured an engine on the P. R. l~. and sent me 
under guanl of two soldiers, to Harrisburg. On 
entering Governor Curtin's room, I was recog
nized by Col. M'Clure, and delivered my meso 
sage to Governor Curtin and M'Clure private· 
ly. After which I saw my guard still stand· 
ing at the door, and I asked them if they now 
thought the country safe. One replied, you arc 
all right, ancl we have but done our dutv. 

A. M. CRISWELL. 

One other important occasion when a 
messenger was dispatched to Harrisburg 
was: 

3. The rapid passage of Ewell'8 wagon 
train from down the valley and out to
wards Gettysburg. 

Some time in the night of Monday, June 
29th. I was awakened by my wife, and 
told to come to the window as some im
portant movement was going on among 
the rebels. Peering cantiously througb the 
half-closed shutters, I saw a continuous 
stream of wagons passing hurriedly 
through the town. They were coming up 
from the direction of Harrisburg, passing 
up Main street to the Diamond and then 
turning east towards Gettysburg. They 
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~eeweli to ue dri veu iu haste, aud. the 
Illovement clearly indicated a concentra
tion of tbe Confederate forces in an east
ern direction. A low, rumbling noise 
could be heard as if tbe wbole valley were 
filled witb moving trains. 
It bas since been learned that this trai n 

was Gen. E""ell's, wbich bad passed 
tbrough tbe town on down towards Har
risbur/!, and tben was returning and con
centrating at Gettysburg. It bas been also 
shown tbat tbis train was fourteen miles 
in lengtb, and tbat only a part of it pass
ed back through town, tbe balance of it 
crossing from Sbippensburg along tbe base 
of the Soutb Mountain, and coming out 
into the Gettysburg pike near Fayetteville 
or Greenwood. Tbat part of tbe train 
wbicb passed by tbat route was accompa
nied by Johnson's division of Ewell's 
Corps-=Rhode's division crossed directly 
from Carlisle to Heidlersburg. wbere, on 
tbe evening of the same day-Tuesday-it 
was joined by Early's division from York. 

Whatever difficulty there may be in har
monizing the contradictory statements be
tween the time fixed for the arrival of 
Longstreet's scout by Longstreet and Lee, 
there can be no question as to the time 
when tbis wagon train moved. Genera!s 
Longstreet and ~i'Laws, and Dr. Cullen, 
Medical Director ofLong;:treet'sCorps, fix 
the time of its passage trOll Fayetteville 
to Gettysburg as Tuesday, June 30. (An
nals of War, pages 439, 440.) 

'I.'he importance of forwarding informa
tion of this concentration towards Gettys
burg to tbe authorities at Harri sburg was 
evident, and sometime in the early morn
ing Judge Kimmell secured tbeservicesof 
Mr. Stephen W. Pomeroy (\lOW Rev. H. 
W. Pomeroy, pastor of Mt. Union Pres
byterian church), to convey a message. 
'l'hat it was upon this occasion that Mr. 
Pomeroy was sent will undoubtedly ap
pear from the following note from Judge
Kimmell : 

At the request of Goveruor Curtin aml oth
ers, I assumed the management of matters at 
Chambersburg during the raids and inyasions 
of the Confederate army, and as such I had 
.Judge Paxton and C. Stoufl:'er to keep account 
of Lee's forces each day as they passed through 
the town, and a good number of persons car
ned the result to the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
At the time that Pomeroy ran out, the whole of 
the heavy baggage and artillery trains of Lee's 
army that had passed over the turnpike to
wards Harrisburg came back again througll 
the town on the double quick and took the road to 
Gettysburg, which satisfied everyone that the 
ar~v was making for that point, and we knew 
thIS fact to be of the utmost importance to the 
government, and therefore the dispatch was 
sent. F. M. KIlIIMELL. 

Rev. Mr. Pomeroy has given the cir

cumstances of his trip iu au iuteresting 
letter to Governor Curtin. and as it is de
sirable to presel've all such facts, I subjoin 
here that statement: 

MOUNT UNION, Pa., Xov. 13, 1883. 
HON. A. G. CURTIN-Dear Sir: In compli

ance with your request, I send yon the account 
of how I came to send you the telegram of the 
concentration or the Confederate army at Get
tysburg during the war. After beingtiischarg
ed from the nine months' service of the P enn
sylvania Volunteers, I happened to be home, at 
my father's-Judge Pomeroy, of Roxbury, 
Franklin county-when the enemy were 
marching down the Cumberland Valley. 
There was, of coursf', great excitement, for the 
enemy were at Ollr doors and taking what they 
would. Farmers hid their horses and other 
stock in the mountains, as far as possible. 
One day three hundred 0avalry marched into 
Hoxbury. When we learned of their coming 
ten of the men who had 1wen ont in the ninc 
months' service arme(l ourselves as best we 
could and went ont to intercept them; but the 
Olhls were too great, so we retired. Anxious 
to hear the news and re1\(1er what service we 
might to our country, a num bel' of us walked 
to Chambersburg, a distance of fourteen miles, 
reaching there in the afternoon. That night 
the rebels were concentrated at Gettysburg. 
Xext morning .Tudge l!'. M. JGmmell, with 
whom my father sat as Associate Judge, learn
ed that a son of Thomas l:'omeroy was in town. 
He sent for me to come to him at once. I 
found the Judge on the street that leads to ~Ic
Connel\sburg, a short distance from the Frank
lin Hotel, where the Central Presbyterian 
Church now stands. As the town was full of 
rebels an<1 a rebel had ilis beat near us, the 
.fndge asked me in a low tone if I was a son of 
Judge Pomeroy. [replied in the affirmative. 
'''ith apparent unconcern, he askell me to fol
low him. I dill so aml he le(l me into a little 
dark back room ancl told me that the rebels 
were concentrating at Gettysburg and Gover
nor Curtin did not know it. He said it was of 
the utmost importance that the Governor 
should know at the earliest possible moment 
and asked me if I woulll take a telegram to 
the nearest point on the P ennsylvania railroml 
and send it to him. He added: "It is of infi
nite importance to him and to our country." I 
replied that I WOUlll try it. The telegram was 
already written, so he cut a hole in the buckle 
strap of my pantaloons and deposited the tele
gram to be sent there and said: "Get this safe
ly and in the shortest time possible to the Gov
ernor." Assuming indiJi'erence, I came to the 
street and met the rebel guard, who did not 
disturb me. Some of tho$e who came ,vith me 
wishing to return tn Roxbury, we set out 
together. 

'Ve met many at the edge of the town, re
turning, who could not get through the guard, 
who were stationell around the town. 

Coming to the forks of the Strasburg aUll 
Roxbury roads we found both cavah'y aUll in
fantry. On the left there was a slight hollow, 
also several when,t fields, and beyond these 
there were woods. This was the only way to 
hope for escape. At my proposal ~e crept 
along this hollow, at the el1(l of which there 
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was some wheat nellis; w e kept these between 
us and the guard till we reached the ·woods. 
'iVhen getting over the fence into the woods " 'e 
were seen by the enemy. They called, rOllc 
after us and leveled their muskets at us, but 
we ran on, and as they did not fire or follow 
far we escalled. Still fearing captUl'e we kl'pt 
to the fields. Before we reached 8trasbmg all 
had fallen behin(l but one. '\Te must llave 
walkell about seventeen miles before we got to 
Roxbnry. As the horses were hid in the 
mountains 1 was in drealliest I sbould not get 
a horse, but I met 1\[r. L. S. Sentman riding 
into town to get feed for his horses in the 
mountains. Telling him of the message 1 was 
carrying he gaye me bis borse. Infol'luing my 
father of my errand 1 set out on my trip at 
once. It was about noon. 'rhe mountain roa<1 
to Amberson Yalley was, I knew, blockadell 
with trees to prevent the marauders from en
tering the valley to steal horses. On tbis 
account I crossed the mountain into Amberson 
Valley by a foot path, then another mountain 
into Path Valley. l~eaching my uncle's, 'V. 
R. Pomeroy, at Concord, and telling him my 
business he got me another horse. The Barrens 
below Concord, were blockaded by citizens of 
Tuscarora Valley, many of whom knew me. 
The report having reached them that I was 
killed while trying to hinder the rebels from 
entering Roxbury, the obstacles and excitement 
of my friends at finding me ali,e hindered me 
about ten miuutes. ji'ree from them, I bast
enell down the Tnscarora Valley as fast as my 
horse coulll carry me. At Bealtown Mr. Heal, 
now the Rev. D. J. Heal, speedily got me a 
fresh horse. 'Vhen I reached Silas E. Smith's 
I did these two things, got lunch and proved to 
tbe future 1\irs. Pomeroy that I was not dead, 
as she supposed, but goo(l for many years to 
come. 1!'rom tuence I rode to my uncle's, 
;Joseph Pomel'oy, at Academia, funnd (h'lll 
Ii ke\\'ise JIlouruillg my snpposed death, :LlIlI hp 
Slll)phed 'lIIother horse, tbe fhstest he It,u I. 
That carrie,1 lIle to within a mile of my,h'sti
nation, when a soldier on guard called, lIalt! 
I told the sergeant on guard llly mission allli 
l'equested one of the guanl to go witb me, that 
[ might get the telegram off to Harrisburg in 
the shortest time possillle. 

Getting on the horse beliillli me we l'oLle ill a 
few minutes to tlie office. Finding the O!lUra
tor, he cnt tbe telegralll Ollt of the strap of m y 
pantaloons aUll sent it at once to yon. Tile ex
citement and journey being o,cr, antl the tele
gram being off to you, I began to look at tlie 
time and found it about midnigbr. 1 had 
walked that day about se,enteen miles and 
ridllen about forty-one miles. Anxious as 1 
was about tbe eritical state of the country, 1 
was so tired 1 had to seek the house of my kins
man, Major J. M. Pomeroy, in Pel'l'YYille, now 
Port Royal, for rest. 

The aboye is the history of that telegram, 
that, I believc, first gave you notice of the con
centration of the rebel troops at Gettyshurg, 
just before the famous battle in that place. 

Rcspectfnlly yours, 
STEPHEX "T. PO~lEROY. 

It will be seen from Mr. Pomeroy's 
statement that he reached tbe telegraph 
et3tion at Port Royal about midnight. 

rrhat would be about twelve o'clock on the 
night of Tuesday, June 30th. Presuming
that no time was lo:;:t in forwarding this 
despatch from Port Royal, and that equal 
promptness was made at Harrisburg in 
forwarding the important information it 
contained to the authorities at Wasbing
ton, it is but fair to suppose that the fact 
of tbis concentration of Lee's forces was 
made known at General Meade's head
quarters some time during that same 
night. Is there any evidence of the recep
tion at that place of this information r 
Col. James G. Biddle furnishes an answer 
to this question in his contribution to the 
Annals oj the War, page 28. Colonel Bid
dle says: "On the night of the 30th, after 
the Army of the Potomac had made two 
days' marches, Gene?'alMectde heard that 
L ee was concentrating his army to meet 
him." rrhere were other ways by which 
the knowledge of this falling back of Lee's 
forces and their concentration east of the 
South Mountain, might be conveyed to 
General Meade, but it is fair to suppose 
tbat the information of this movement 
referred to by Col. Biddle, was conveyed 
from Cbambersburg by Mr. Pomeroy. 
This honor is freely conceded to bim, and 
in no case has it been claimed for any oth
er. In a communication by tbe writer to 
the Philadelphia Times, in December last, 
it was claimed that while Mr. Pomerov 
carried the information of this rapid con. 
centration of Ewell's wagon train, tbere 
had been other information taken to Har
risburg previous to that which would lead 
tbe autborities to :suspect that the real 
l)olnt of attack was east of the mountain. 
A conesponilent of that paper, in a subse
quent issue, backed hya letter froUl Ex
Uovernor Curlin, defemlti 1\11'. Pumeroy as 
if his claim was in question, tllus entirely 
misapprehending my meaning. And, 
!lOW, that otber reliable information, sucll 
as would prove of value to the ltutborities 
in determining the real puint of danger. 
and infurmation upon whicb tbey acted, 
was carried to Harrisburg prior to tbe trip 
ruade by Mr. Pomeroy. will appear in the 
following: It is fixed beyond questioll 
that tbe i nforwation taken by Mr. Pome
roy could not, a nd did not, reach General 
Meade before some time in the night of 
Tuesday, June 30tb. Ou oaturday morn' 
ing previously Mr. Benjamin S. Huber 
reached Harrisburg and informed the 
authorities that on the preceding day 
Hetb's division of Hili's corps, instead of 
following Ewell's two divisions down the 
valley towards Harrisburg, had turned 
east towards Gettysburg, and that Lee allll 
his stall' had also gone in the same direc
tion. On Monday mornin~ Mr. Kinney 
communicated the fact that the two re
maining divisions of the same Corps had 
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followed the first in the same direction. 
On Sunday evening the camp fires of the 
advance of Heth's division were seen from 
Gettysburg above Cashtown; and on 
Monday evening it was seen that these 
encampments at that place were largely 
increased. Then is it to be supposed tbat 
tbe people of Carlisle and York were so 
delinquent in patriotism as to fail to detect 
and report tbe departure of Rhodes' and 
Early's divisions and their march south
ward 'I This movement, be it remember
ed, began on Tuesday morning, about the 
time Mr. Pomeroy left Cbambersburg for 
Harrisburg, and was at least sixteen hours 
before he reached Port Royal. Tbat in
formation of the departure of Rhodes' 
division from Carlisle, and its marching 
across the South Mountain towards Get
tysburg, was in possession of the authori
ties at Harrisburg six hours before Mr. 
Pomeroy's despatch could be received, is 
clearly established by the annexed note: 

~IR. J. HOKE, Sil': On the day Rhoues' <Ii vi
sion fell back from Carlisle towards Gettys
burg, I was in the rebel lines in the rebel uni
form 1 capturc(l from one of Jenkins' men at 
Cltambersuurg, ~tnu seeing the movemellt 
southward 1 reported the sallle to the authori· 
ties at Harrit;bl\l'g about six o'clock the same 
evet.ling. 

JOHN A. SEIJ)EltS. 

With all these facts before us, was not 
Governor Curtin unfortunate in putting
bimself upon record ill the following
letter: 

"\VASHINGTON, 1\ th Decemuer, 188;). 
"Jly Dem' Sir: Your (lespatch was the Jirst 

authentic information I received of the concen
tration of the army of General Lee on Gettys
burg and, treating it as true, acted on it. 

Yours truly, 
A. G. CUL{TIN. 

RE\,. S. ·W. PO~fEROY." 

It might be of interest to place upon 
record here the following extract of a let
ter, written by Mr. ThomasH. McDowell, 
to his father, Mr. W. H. McDowell, of this 
place. Mr. McDowell formerly resided in 
Chambersburg, and, in addition to the in
teresting facts touching the scouting ser
vice which he relates, his lettei' will show 
the feeling of the many noble and patriotic 
young men who risked their lives in car
rying important information of the move
ment of the rebels to Harrisburg, but 
whoRe services seem to be entirely ignored. 
Mr. McDowell says: "I bave read the 
letters of Rev. Pomeroy and J. Hoke con
cerning the carrying of the news of Lee's 
army c1mcentrating at Gettysburg; as 
also the article after the death of George
R. Messersmith of his counting the troops 
ot Lee by dropping a grain of corn in his 

. pocket for 	every hundred. These state
Illents may all be true. Each of them 

may have done just what they claim; 
but it is not the way soldiers would have 
done it. General Couch who was at that 
time in command of the Department of 
the Susquehanna, would never have acted 
on a wandering de8patch, unsigned, and 
not knowing whether it came from friend 
or foe. I say I do not know what the 
parties above named did do, but one thing 
I do know, that wben Lee's army passed 
through Chambersburg two young men 
were busy counting the cavalry and in
fantry, and taking the number and calibre 
of their guns. And after the conference 
in the Diamond, spoken of in the article 
of Mr. Hoke in tbe Philadelphia Times, 
when it was believed that Lee'e army was 
moving on Baltimore, those two young 
men drew lots to decide which one was to 
go to Harrisburg, and which was to re
main inside the enemy's lines. The trip 
to Harrisburg fell to the lot of J. Porter 
Brown, and mine was to stay in Cham
bersburg. Porter started, and before going 
far fell in with John Rodgers. and these 
two crossed the mountains to New Bloom
field in Perry county, where they met 
Col. Speakman who commanded the 13:{d 
Regiment in our Division, to wh<Jlll they 
gave their news, and Col. Speakna tele
graphed it to General Couch, informing 
him in the same despatch that his inform
ant would be down on tbe next train. 
Col. Speakman furnished them convey
ance to the Pennsylvania Railroad, and 
when they arrived at Harrisburg they 
LUet Col. A. K. McClure, who went with 
them to General Couch's headquarters, 
telling them that he would vouch for tbe 
trlith of any statement Porter might 
make. Porter then pulled of his old boots 
prepared for the purpose, containi~g the 
number of cavalry, infantry, and artillery • 
with the number and calibre of the guns,
and also the information that the army 
was heading towards Baltimore. This is 
the information that I believe General 
Couch acted upon, for turning to bis chief 
of staff he remarked that if they had come 
on the little earthworks and tbe few 
th~usand militia be had would have been 
of little account. I do not think that a 
General of the experience of General 
Couch would act on a telegram unsigned,
unless be had some corroborating testi
mony. I would wager my head tbat 
General Couch could resurrect from among
his old papers the very paper which Por
ter Brown gave him, or at least tbe mem
orandum made by his chief of staff at the 
time. " 

But if Governor Curtin bad not been 
put in possession of sufficient information 
concerning the movements of the Confed
erates so as to point to the place of danger, 
until 'midnight of Tuesday, 30th, when 
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Mr. Pomeroy's despatch was received, let 
us turn our eyes to the Army of the Poto
mac and see if those who directed it were 
in this ignorance. Hon. Edward Everett 
in his address at the dedication of the 
Suldiers' National Cemetery, in Novem
ber, 1863, says that the Federal army, 
after crossing the Potomac the day after 
the last of the Confederates crossed, took a 
position from Harper's Ferry to Frederick, 
so as to cover Washington and Baltimore 
from a flank movement by Lee, or march 
to any point where he might show himself. 
On Sunday, the 28th, that army, having 
abandoned its defensive position, and as
sumed an aggressive one, marched througb 
Frederick, from that place diverging by 
different roads, but all tending in one gen
eral direction, and finally convllrging at 
Gettysburg. And so rapid were the 
movements of tbese various corps, and so 
defined their objective, that by Tuesday 
evening Reynolds and Howard with tbe 
First and Eleventh Corps, having the 
shortest lines of march, encamped within 
four miles of Gettysburg, and the next 
morning marched into the town and began 
the battle of the first day, the other corps
being near that they nearly all reached 
tbe fi that night or the next morning. 
My authorities for these facts are the fol
lowing: Charles Carleton Coffin, who was 
with the Army of the Potomac on this 
march, in his "The Boys of 1861," says, 
"All day Snnday the army was passing
through Frederick.') Hon. Edward Ev
erett, in his address at Gettysburg, says 
that notwithstanding the change in com
manders on Sunday at Frederick, "not an 
hour's hesitation ensued in the advance of 
the army." Col. Biddle in Annals of the 
War, page 208, says that"On the night of 
the 30th (rruesday) after the Army of the 
Potomac had made two days' marches, 
General Meade heard that Lee was con
centrating his army to meet him." Gen
eral Pleasanton in the same book, page 
453, says, "The Army of the Potomac was 
in motion by the 28th of June (Sunday), 
moving northward frolD Frederick." Is 
it to be supposed that General Hooker 
would depart from the policy he had 
adopt~d to maintain his position for the 
defense of the Capitol without positive in
formation that Washington was not the 
point of attack, but some other point 
northward,( One of the authors just 
quoted-Coffin-says on page 260 of bis 
book, that "General Hooker waited in 
front of Washington till he was certain of 
Lee's intentions, and then by a rapid 
march pushed on to Frederick." And 
would General Meade, when he succeeded 
General Hooker in command at Frederick, 
take up the same policy and pursue it so 
vigorously, if ignorant of the real point of 
attack? 

Thus it will be set'n that the COlDmand
der of the Union army was in possession 
of sufficient information of Lee's objective 
to justif.V him in abandoning his defensi ve 
poli£y about Washington, and marcLing 
toward Gettysburg, at least four days 
before the information carried by Mr. 
Pomeroy was received at army headquar
ters. More than this, two Corps of that 
army in pursuance of the policy adopted 
by General Hooker, and taken up and 
continued by General Meade, when he 
succeeded him, were within four miles of 
Gettysburg on the evening of Tuesday, 
and other Corps close at hand, at least 
six hours before Mr. Pomeroy's message 
was delivered. Professor Jacobs in his 
Battle of Getty&burg, page 23, says that on 
the evening of Tuesday "there encamped 
that night within a sbort distance of our 
town (Gettvsburg) 23,000 Union infantry 
and 6,000 cavalry, and 76,000 Rebel infan
try and a large number of cavalry, ready 
to meet each other in deadly conflict on 
tbe next day." Professor Jacobs overes
timated tbe number of men present in 
both armies, but the fact he states of the 
presence of a large force of both Federals 
and Confederates, six to ten hours before 
Mr. Pomeroy reached Port Royal, demon
strates that it was not the information 
he carried to Harrisburg whicb caused 
tbis concentration of the Union army, but 
information previously received. Nor 
will it relieve tbe difficulty of establishing 
Mr. Pomeroy's claim to bave carried the 
first information which caused the autbor
ities to march the Union army to Gettys
burg, to say that Lee only changed his 
purpose to march to that place instead of 
Harrisburg on Monday night, for on Mon
day but two divisions of bis army were 
threatening the latter place, while six were 
either on the eastern side of the South 
Mountain, or marcbing in that direction. 

The services performed by the young 
men of Chambersburg and surrounding 
country in conveying information to the 
Capital of the State of the number and 
movements of the Confederates while pass
ing through this place on their way to 
Gettysburg, if all were gathered together 
and placed upon record, would make a 
volume of thrilling interest; but as space 
forbids, and I am not in possession of even 
the names of all who performed this pa
triotic service, that record cannot be given. 
'Vith no disposition to disparage the serv
ices renderlld by any, but to place upon re
cord the services of the many, this chap
ter has been written. That these services 
were of immense value to the comman
ders of our armies, and perhaps were the 
means, under God, of the salvation of our 
country, will appear in the fact that after 
General Couch establisbed bis beadquar
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ters here, a short time after the battle of quently refunding to me what I had adGettysburg, he declared to me the great vanced for travelHng expenses to thesevalue of the information sent him, and men, and an additional sum amounting
his willingness to amply reward each one to ten dollars to each one for each trip.
who had made the perilous trips, subse-

CHAPTER XII. 

Al?TER TllE BATTLE OF GETTYSnURG.-EARLY'S RAID INTO MARYLAND. 

On Friday, July 10th. after the battle 
of Gettysburg, General D. N. Couch, 
in command of the Department of the 
Susquehanna, reached this place and es
tablished his headquarters here. Follow
ing him from day to day, came regiment 
after regiment of newly enlisted men, un
der the call of the Governor, and known 
as "Emergency men." They were under 
command of General DanB. These sol
diers passed through town and went south
ward toward the Potomac by the Green
castle and Warm Spring roads. Another 
division of these emergency men, under 
General Smith, passed from Carlisle to
wards Pine Grove, some of whom turned 
west from the South Mountain and passed 
through this place. After the Con feder
ates succeeded in recrossing the Potomac 
these troops returned to Harrisburg where 
they were disbanded. . 

Among tbe first things which demand
ed the attention of General Couch, after 
his arrival bere, was the sick and 
wounded rebels in tIle King street Hospit
al. There wer9 about sixty of these, some 
being sick and left here by Lee on bis way 
to Gettysburg, and otbers wounded at that 
battle and brought here by the wagon 
train referretl to in a previous chapter. 
The sick left by General Lee were under 
the care of a steward-a young man from 
Staunton, Virginia, and after the battle of 
Gettysburg the hospital was untler the 
care of Assistant Surgeon Gamble, of the 
Confederate service. When he took charge 
of the bospital, and how he got here, I 
am unable to tell. The pbysicians of this 
place frequently visited the bospital and 
rendered valuable assistance. up to tbe 
arrival of General Couch these sick and 
Wounded were dependent upon our citi
zens. I stated in a previous chapter thallI 
engaged Ml's. Ritner to furnish the bospi
tal with bread eacb day, and that coffee 
and other needed articles were taken 
there by some of our citizens. I personal

.~ solicited funds to aid in paylDg for the 
read furnished, and the responses were 

uusally promptand willing. After the mil
itary authorities took charge of the hos
pital, the ladies of the town were unre
mitting in their attentions to the suffering 
men, and delicacies not furnished by the 
army regulations were freely given them. 
Notunfrequently some of the soldiers were 
visited by relations from Bal timore and oth
er places within our lines. These were al
ways permitted to enter the hospital un
der such regulations as the authorities 
deemed necessary to prevent the abuse of 
the privilege. In this respect Southern 
visitors to Northern hospitals fared differ
ently from Northern visitors to friends in 
the South. Among the wounded Confed
erates brought here from the field of Get
tysburg, was Colonel Benjamin F. Carter, 
of tbe 4th Texas Regiment. Colonel Car
ter bad been a lawyer of prominence in 
Texas; he was severely wounded and died 
in the hospital on the 21st day of July. 
Some difficulty ocourring as to the place of 
burial, his hody was interred in Mr. Chas. 
Burnett's lot in the Methodist burial 
ground on South Second street. It bas 
been, I think, subsequently removed. 

'1'be writer was sent for one day to visit 
one of tbese wounded Confederates. If I 
mistake not he was the youthful soldier I 
have previously referretl to as having hig 
arm off near the shoulder. His case was 
critical. and he felt be was unprepared to 
die. He spoke of his pious m')tber and 
his fatber's counsels, and deeply regretted 
that he bad not lived a different life. Poor 
fellow; away from bome and friends, his 
heart turned yearningly towards his moth
er and his mother's God. 

Just here I will place upon record the 
following touching incident. for which 
am indebted to Mrs. Nancy Hoover. wid
ow of the late George Hoover, of StQuf
ferstown. Mr. and Mrs. Hoover at the 
time of the war, resided two miles south of 
Waynesboro, on the road leading to Ha
gerstown. During the retreat of the reb
els large numbers encamped in the fields 
aro'und their house, and when they left 

I 
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many barrels of flour which they ha.d ta
ken during the invasion, were thrown 
from their wagons and left in the fields. 
Many of the barrels bore the brand of Mr. 
Jacob Stouffer, a brother-in-law of Mr. 
Hoover, and had been taken from his mill 
near this place. On Monday, July 6th, 
while a number of Confederate officers 
were seated at. Mr. Hoover's table partak
ing of his hospitality, and discussing the 
great battle and pointing out the causes of 
their defeat and the mistakes they made, 
one of them took from his pocket a Testa
ment, and handing it around to his com
panions, said that he bad taken it from 
the pocket of a dead Federal captain. 
Upon examining it one of them remark
ed, "'.rhis TestamEnt contains a request 
within it, which should be observed." 
Upon examining tbe book and reading 
the request written tberein Mrs. Hoover 
promised tbatifthe book were left with her 
she would send it to tbe person designated 
in it. The officer wbo had tbe Testament 
gave his name as Lieut. R. W. Wood, of 
Georgia. He belonged to Benning's 
Brigade, Hood's division of Longstreet's 
Corps. The request, a copy of which Mrs. 
Hoover kept, was as follows: 

JUNE 21st, 1863. 
In case I am killed ana my botly left on the 

field, the finder of this Testament wille please 
Rend it to my father, John Nicoll, Blooming 
Grove, Orange county, N. York, ana confer :t 
great favor on me. 

ISAAC NICOLL, Capt. Co. G. 124th 
Regt. N. Y. State. 

Shortly after the departure of these offi
cers, Mr. Hoover sent the Testament by 
mail to Mr. Nicoll, with a letter contain
ing the circumstances under which he be
came possessed of it. The following is a 
copy ot Mr, Nicoll's acknowledgment, the 
original of which is now before me. 

BLOOllIING GROVE, July 24th, 1863. 
MR. GEORGE HOOvER.-Dew· Sir :-The Tes

tament of my dear departed son, which you 
did me the favor to send to me, came by due 
course of mail. It is a precious relic of a dear
ly loved and highly honored son. In looking 
over the its pages I discover memor'tndums of 
periods up to the day previous to his death, 
which were devoted (notwithstanding the long 
marches and fatigue attending them) to its pe
rusal. It is consoling to me to discover from 
scored passages that he was not an inatteutive 
reader, that the gr8<"tt truths of revelation were 
accepted alltl impressed upon his minu. This 
Testament, conveyed by his owu hand, in view 
of the uncertainty of life, alltl the necessity of 
preparation, constitutes to me its greatest val
ue. I have great reason to hope that his de
parted spirit is now with his saintetl mother 
who loved him so well on earth, ~ there to enjoy 
with her an eternity of uliss. You can there
fore appreciate the value I place upon this 
book-the cherished companion of his weary 

marches and lonely hours. As everything re
lating to my dear boy is interesting at this 
time, will you please inform me whether Lieut. 
Wood made any other disclosures respecting 
the effects he found upon the body of Captain 
Nicoll, and what disposition he calculated to 
make of them-in fact. anything you heard or 
sawin your interview with him. 

On the eve of Captain Nicolls's departure 
with his regiment, whirl! was raised in this 
county, the ladies of this town presented him 
with a handsome sword. It was not a formal 
presentation, simply accompanied with a let
ter. This was in the month of September last. 
If that sword could be l'eco,'ered I would place 
a much higher value'upon it than its intrinsic 
worth. I have relatives living in Georgia, and 
if thi~ uncalle(l for and wicked reuellion Is put 
110wn, of which there is every ])l"ospect of it~ 
Ileing sj)eedily (lonp, r inten(1 to make an effort. 
to rescue it. 

My son was twenty-three years ohl at the timp 
ofhis 'leath; was bom in the city of New York. 
1 purchaserl the farm I uow OCCU!lY in 1843, 
which has been hi~ home eyer since, with tllP 
pxception of two or three years he spent in the 
city engaged in the mercantile business. A1 
t,he ca1l of Presi<1ent ~Lin('oln for three hun
(he<l thousand men, he at once responded hy 
raiSing a company iu this town. The regiment 
left, as I have before remarked, in September 
last. Since then he has been attached to t.!tp 
army of the Potomac; was engaged in the <lis
astrous attack of Burnside on Frederickburg; 
also with Hooker at Chancellorsville, in which 
Ita lost twenty-five out of sixty mell he led into 
action. His regiment accompanied the cavalry 
attack at Aldie iu which he lost some of ltiH 
men. Gettysburg closed his military and mor
tal career. It was there he yielded his life, a 
youthful, willing gift upon t.he altar of his 
country. He was pierced by three balls-one 
in his neck, one in his shoulder and one in his 
breast. He lived but three minutes after re
ceiving these injuries. The regiment was mak
iug a charge at the time, was repulsed with the 
loss of its colonel and Major killed, and Lieut. 
Col. wounded, which accounts for his body be
ing left on the field. The rebels had possession 
of it until the next day, when the groun(l was 
recovered. A brother officer found his body, 
buried where it fell, erected a board at its head 
with his name, regiment and company inscrib
ed upon it. I have had it since taken up, but 
owing to the Government monopolizing the 
transportation, it proved ineffectual, and we 
were under the necessity of re-interring it un
til a mme favorable opportunity offers for its 
removal. 

When I coJJlmencea this letter it was with 
the iutention of simply, in suitable terms, to 
acknowledge the receipt of the book you had 
the kinaness antI heart to semI me. My mind 
is constantly dwelling upon my dearson-"out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak
eth"-not always with aiscretioll, as in this 
case, addressing a stranger. Bear with me, 
~~d believe mp. to hc your greatly oblige,} 
Inena. JOITN NICOLL. 

Numerous touching incidents which oc
curred upon the field and in the hospitals 
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might be given, but I proceed with my 
narrative. Sometime in tbe summer of 
1863, George Eyster, Esq., then a residen t 
of this place, was appointed Provost Mar
shall for the district comprising the coun
ties of Bedford, Somerset, Fulton, Adams 
and Franklin. His headquarters were es
tablished at this place, and large numbers 
of persons were drawn here for enlistment 
or by drafting, so that during the winter 
of 1863--1 Chambersburg and its vicinity 
were swarming with soldiers. '.rhese were 
organized into companies and regiments, 
and in the spring were sent away to rein
force the armies in the field for the great
struggle they were about to enter upon. 

In all the history of the war, except on 
such occasions as when our own immedi
ate vicinity was threatened, we never wit
nessed more intense and widespread solic
itude and anxiety than were manifested ill 
Chambersburg from Thursday, May 5th, 
to the evening of Sunday, theSth, ]8(i·L It 
was announced on '1'hursclay that the long 
expected campaigu in eastern Virginiahad 
hegun, that General Grant with his mag
nificent army had crossed the Hapidan on 
the evening of '1'uesday previolls, and that 
a fierce and terrible battle had been fought 
or was yet in progress, but we were left in 
ignorance as to the results. The hopes of 
the nation rested upon that army, and the 
campaign upon which it entered. The 
fact that the destiny of the government 
seemed to be at stake in the mighty strug
gle, was felt and acknowledged by all, amI 
the very uncertainty as to the result in
creased and intensified the general anxie
ty. Men hurried to the bulletin boards 
with rapid strides and anxious countenan
ces, and when the meagre and unsatisfac
tory dispatches were read, would tarry to 
discuss the situation and speculate as to 
the probable result. On Friday morning 
the dispatches simply told that the fearful 
conflict had commenced; but beyond stat
ing that the battle raged furiously, and 
that the loss on both sides was heavy, no 
intimation was given as to which side was 
Victorious. As the hours of the day drag
ged along the throng around the bulletins 
increased, and all seemed absorbed in the 
one great question-the safety-the life of 
the RepUblic. Business was practically 
Suspended, for how could we work when 
the Nati('n-the Government, we loved so 
well, and around which our hopes cluster
ed. was suspended ill the balance i' 

On Raturday the telegraph was still si
lent as to the issue of the battle. Sensa
tional reports came along the lines occa
Sionally, but they were but speculations 
and rumors. In the afternoon a dispatch 
came stating that the battIe field and the 
d~ad and wounded of the enemy were 
within the Union lines, and that the Con

federates had fa.llen back, but it wa unof
ficial. Sunday morning came and yet no 
news until about eleven o'clock a private
dispatch announced that there were ru
mors floating around in Washington, but 
they were confiicting and unreliable. '1'he 
people gathered into groups and discussed 
the probable issue. 'I'he fact that no defi
nite information bad been received since 
the morning of Friday, aroused the great
est of fears. But in the afternoon the un
certainty was measurably (Jispelled. A 
dispatch was received which stated that 
General Grant had dri ven the rebels after 
a terrible engagement; that he had 13,000 
of their dead and wounded on his hands, 
and that Lee was retreating and Grant 
pursuing. At the reception of this news 
the people were greatly relieved and en
couraged, but thero was still too much in
definiteness and uncert.'l,inty for any out
bursts of joy and rejoicing. '1'l1e fa.ct that 
the Confederates were fal Ii llg back and the 
Federals pursuing, indicated that the ad
vantages were upon the side of the Union 
army, bu t the fearful loss of life and the 
yet undecided struggle yet caused uneasi
ness and coucern. 

There was one day in particular during 
this anxious period when the excitement 
rose to such a pitch that by almost unan
imous consent all business was suspended
and the people gathered in and about the 
Diamond of the town. It was the day
when the terrible battle of Spotsylvania 
was fought. We all knew from the des
patches which were flashing along the 
wires and posted upon the bulletins, that 
the terrific strife was in progress. In fact 
it seemed that the blows that were being 
struck there upon the brave defenders of 
the Union were felt by the entire 
people. Despatch after despatch was re
ceived announcing the progress of the 
great battle. At length a bulletin was 
posted announcing that General Hancock 
had captured General Johnson and four 
thousand prisoners and thirty-six guns. 
'l'his was soon followed by another saying
that it was reported that Lee bad surren
dered. These two despatches threw our 
people into ecstacies and a sceIIe of the 
wildest excitement ensued. 'I'he band 
turned out and played several patriotic 
airs, and the people shouted forth their 
glat! exultation. In a short time this last 
despatch was contradicted. '.rhus day
after day word was received of tbe terrible 
struggle going on, until at length it was 
announced that General Grant had forced 
the Con federates into their entrenchmen ts 
about Richmond, and he had crossed the 
James river and besieged Petersburg. 
'1'he theatre of war was now widely sepa
ted from us, aod we suppo ed we had seen 
tbe last of invasions and raids. In this, 
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however, we were doomed to disappoint
ment, for the culmination of our disasters 
and troubles was about to fall upon us, as 
the sequel will show. 

On the morning of Sunday, July 311, 
rumors of disaster to the Union forces in 
the valley about Martinsburg were afloat . 

. General Rigel was reported to have been 
driven across the Potomac, and rebel cav
alry were threatening to cross and ravage 
our borders once more. Once again we 
set to work to pack, ship away and secrete 
our merchandize. During the following 
day, July 4th, the farmers residing in the 
southern part of the county again took 
their stock through our town and down 
the valley to places of safety. The occa
sion of this new and unexpected danger 
was as follows : General Grant had order
ed General Hunter, who had succeeded 
General Sigel in the Shenandoah, to pro
ceed up the valley to Staunton and Gor
donsville and thence to Lynchburg, iive 
upon the country as he marched, destroy
the railroads, and, if possible, the James 
river canal. Accomplishing this, he was 
to return to Gordonsville and thence join 
Grant. General Sheridan was sent with 
his cavalry to join him at the latter place 
and assist in the work of destruction. At 
the same time Generals Crook and Averill, 
leaving Western Virginia, met Hunter 
near Staunton, where they had a battle 
with the rebels under General Jones, who 
was killed and his forces routed, with a 
loss of three guns and fifteen hundred 
prisoners. Hunter, instead of approach
ing Lynchburg by Gordonsville and Char
lottsville as directed bv Grant, took the 
road leading through Lexington and thus 
missed Sheridan, who, failing to find him 
there, returned to the White House, and 
rejoined Grant at Petersburg. Hunter 
reached Lynchburg on the 16th day of 
June. Lee, seeing the danger which 
threatened him in his rear, threw rein
forcements into Lynchburg, and Hunter 
was compelled to retreat. Having advanc
ed upon Lynchburg from the west, 
instead of from the north, as ordered, he 
was obliged to retreat in the same tlirec
tion by the Great Kanawha Valley 
through Western Virginia. This left the 
Shenandoah Valley open, for there was 
no force to oppose the rebels who were at 
Lynchburg. Lee was quick to seize upon 
this apportunity to send an army north
ward and threaten 'Vashington, and there
by compel Grant to let go' his hold upon 
Richmond and Petersburg, as well as to 
scour the country north of the Potomac for 
supplies. General Ewell was sick, and 
General Early was putin command of the 
rebel troops in the Valley. Breckenridge 
was sent up from Richmond to reinforce 
him. Early was attheheadoftwenty-five 

or tbirty tbousand men. Mosby, with:bis 
band of guerillas, was in full possession of 
the knowledge of tbe situation, and report. 
ed the way clear to Washington, General 
Sigel only being in his way at Martins
burg. 

Early passed rapidly down the Valley, 
drove Sigel across the Potomac, and fol
lowed him to Hagerstown. The people of 
Western Maryland and Sonthern Penn
sylvania were thrown into great alarm. 
'l'he panic was widespread. Extravagant
stories were told of the force of the enemy; 
Lee's whole army was advancing ; he had 
outgeneraled Grant; Washington and 
Baltimore would be (',aptured, etc. General 
Grant understood Lee's intentions. He 
held 011 to his position about Petersburg 
and Richmond, detaching only the Sixth 
Corps to meet the enemy. Rickett's divi
sion was sent to Baltimore and tbe other 
two divisions to Washin~ton. Tbe Nine
teenth Corps, which had just returned 
from the Gulf, was dispatched to Wash
ington. 

On 'l'uesday, July Stll, Governor Curtin 
issued a call for troops to serve for one 
hundred days to defend our border, and 
also the National Capitol, which, it was 
seen, was iu danger. To this call there 
was a ready and considerable response. 
The . most of the troops were sent to 
Washington. 

On the same day the advance of the 
Confederate cavalry, which had crossed 
the Potomac into Maryland, drove the 
Union troops into Hagerstown, and on 
the afternoon of the following day, July 
6th, General McCausland, who had suc
ceeded General Jenkins in the command 
of that body of cavalry-Jenkins having
been wounded and dieu some time before 
-entered and occupied that place. 

The first invasion of Maryland, in 1862, 
was a political as well as a military 
movement. It was supposed by the rebtll 
leaders that that State was ready to joi n 
the Confederacy, and that the people 
were held in subjection by military despot
ism. Accordingly all pillage was strictly 
prohibited. Tbe troops respected tbis 
order, and but few acts of destruction or 
spoilation took place. But in the second 
invasion, when Lee passed into Pennsyl
vania no favor was sbown to Maryland, 
and in this raid, officers and soldiers pill
aged indiscrimin9tely. Houses, stores, 
public and private buildings alike were 
sacked and destroyed. In accordance wi tb 
this policy the rebels made the best of their 
opportunity. Their cavalry divided into 
small bodies and overran the country from 
Williaml!port to Frederick, destroying tbe 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad, burning 
canal boats, seizing horses, cattle and sup
plies from farmers, ransacking houses, 
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and committing all other acts of depreda_ 
tion which fell within their powel·. 

Shortly after the Confederates had taken 
possession of Hagerstown, the authorities 
of that place were summoned to appear 
when the following requisition was laid 
before them: 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRH;ADE, I 
Hagerstown, Md., July 6th, 1864. \ 

GENERAL ORDER. 
1. In accordance with the instructions of 

Lieut. General Early, a levy of ( 20 000 ) 
Twenty Thousand Dollars is made UPO;l the 
~nhabitauts of this city, the space of three hours 
IS allowed for the payment of this sl1m in U. S. 
Funds. 

2. A 	 requisition is also made for all Gov
ernment Stores. 

3. The following articles will also be fur
nished f~o~ the }\ferchandize now in the hands 
o~ tbe CitIzens or Mercbauts-viz-1,500 suits 
of Clothes, 1,500 Hats. 1,500 pairs Shoes or 
Boots, 1,500 Shirts, 1,500 pairs Drawers 1 roo 
pairs Socks: Four hours allowed for' their 
collection. 

The Mayor.and Council are heluresponsible 
for the executIOn of this order, and in ca. e of 
non-compliance, the usnal penalty will be 
enforced upon the city. 

JOHN MCCAUSLAND, 
Brig. Gen. C. S. A. 

Upon the reception of this Order, a town 
meeting was called in the Court House, 
and after some discussion, it was decided 
that the Council should raise the money 
and as much of theclothil.lg as they could. 
The money was soon raised, but it was 
f~und that it would be impossible to fur
DIsh the clothing. Additional time was 
asked in which to raise it, but McCausland 
was deaf to any appeal, anu swore bitterly 
that if his demand was not complied with 
within the time specified, his threat 
would be carried out to the letter. At 
l~lIgth when he saw there was a uisposi
lion to do what they could, tbe time was 
lengthened two hours, telling the citizens 
that if the demand was not complieu with 
they knew what they might expect. He 
then marched a regiment of troops iuto 
the town and stationed them in front of 
the Court House, evidently with the pur
pose of intimidating the citizens, or to 
?arryout his threat of ,burning the town 
l!l case the money and goods were not de
hvered within the time specified. Aftet 
making every possible effort it was found 
that but a portion of the clothing could be 
collected. This was taken to the Court 
Hkou.e, and the fact of its deficiency made 

nown to McCausland who swore most 
profanely what he would do if the whole 
'!~ not forthcoming. He then told the 
cltlzens that he would give them a half 
~ur to get the women and children out of 
t e town before he would give the order 
o fire 	it. At length when he saw that 

the citizens had done the best they could, 
and that they could do no more, McCaus
land agreed to receive what they brought
when the fullowing paper was give~
them: 

."The town of Hagerstown baving complied 
With tbe fore~oing reqnisition, by paying in 
cash T\~enty Thousand Dollar!:; ( 20,000) and 
"nd bavmg also furnished the specifiell articles 
therein mentioned to the utmost of thcir abili 
ty, as I hereby certify to tbe fact, and place 
tile town under the protection of the Confeder
ate forces, releasing the citizens and their 
property from further contributious and 
agreeing to ehield both from further require
ments. JNO. MCCAUSLAND, 

Brig. Gen. C. S. A. 
Memorandum of .A1·ticles Furnished. 

Goats ............. 243 .Hats ............. 830 

Pants............. 203 Shirts............ 225 

Drawers.......... 132 Piece goods, 137}:/ yds. 

Hose ............. 737 Clothing, 70 pieces, 

Hoots....... .... ..!l9 Assorted. 

Shoes ............ 1231 


J. 	C. VAN FOSSEN, 
Quarter Master. 

Detachments from McCausland's com
mand proceeded towards our border, and 
upon the evening of the same day that 
the foregoing requisition was made upon 
Hagerstown, Wednesday, 6th, telegrapllic
communication with Greencastle was for 
a time interrupted. Intense excitement 
prevailed throughout our town, and 
many of the citizens left to escape the 
threatened raid duriI)g that night. In 
the midst of the panic General Couch 
placed the town under martial law, and 
the citizens capable of bearing arms were 
called upon to assist the few military here 
in defendin~ the place. '1'he night, how
ever, passed quietly, and the enemy did 
not advance nearer than a mile or two 
beyond Greencastle. 

On '1'bursday,7th, the rebel infantry 
crossed the Potomac into Maryland at 
Shepherdstown, and advanced eastwardly 
across the ::;outh Mountain; and the cav
alry at Hagerstown and the detachments 
threatening our border, were withdrawn 
and followed in the same direction. 

On Saturday, the oth, a battle was 
fought at the Monocacy between Early 
and General Lew Wallace. General 
Wallace was in command in Baltimore. 
He sent what troops he could collect to 
meet the advancing foe. With the excep
tion of Rickett's division of the Sixth 
Corps, which had been sent by General 
Grant from about Petersburg, Wallace's 
troops were men enlisted for one hundred 
days in response to the Cdll of the govern
ment for the emergency, and some artiller
ists from the fortifications about Balti 
more and invalids from the hospitals, in 
all not exceeding nine thousand. At
tacked at the Monocacy in overwhelming> 
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numbers, General Wallace succeeded in 
holding the enemy in check several 
hours, and was at length compelled to fall 
back upon Baltimore with the loss of 
about twelve hundred men. This (lefeat, 
and the stories of the magnitude of the 
rebel force, put Baltimore and Washing
ton in great excitement. 

On the day following the battle of Mo
nocacy Governor Curtin issued an address 
to the people of the State, setting forth 
the danger which threatened the National 
Capitol, and urging the people to turn out 
for its defense. 'l'his address was read by 
the pastors of the churches at Harrisburg
that evening and telegraphed all over the 
State. L!i.rge numbers of volunteers en
listed for tbe emergency from our own 
and neighboring States, and hurried to 
Washington. 

On Monday, the 11th, the rebel cavalry 
were r.ear Havre de Grace, at Gunpowder 
river, where they burned the bridge, cut 
the telegraph, captured trains, and robbed 
passengers, entirely severing Baltimore 
and Washington from the loyal North. 
Only five miles from Washington they 
burned the house of Governor Bradford, 
and pillaged Mont!!omery Blair's. 

On 'l'uesday, the 12th, the rebel sharp' 
shooters were ill front of Fort Stevens, 
one of the defenses of the Capitol, and 
after s()me desultory fighting they were 
driven off, leaving about one hundred <lead 
and wounded. Forces were gathering 
around Early, and on Wednesday morn
ing be hastily retreated, crossing the Po
tomac at Edward's Ferry, and made his 
way through Snicker's Gap, into the 
Shenandoah Valley, with an immense 
train of plunder, consisting of forage, 
grai n, horses, cattle, bogs, sheep, groceries, 

clothing, etc. A requisition had been 
made upon Frederick for two hundred 
thousand dollars, which, as in t.he case of 
Hagerstown, and afterwards Chambers
burg, was to be paid over at once or the 
city laid in ashes. '1'he money was paid 
and the destruction of the place averted. 

On r1'uesday, 19th, Generals Crook and 
Averill overtook Early ill the Shenandoah 
Valley, and, after a brisk engagement, de
feated him. On Saturday, 23d, the forces 
of Breckenridge and Early were united, 
and attacked Crooks near Winchester, 
compelling him to retreat to Martinsburg. 
'1'he Union forces were pursued to this 
latter pIece, where, on Monday, 25th, they 
were reinforced uy General Hunter, who 
had brought around his army from the 
line of the Ohio river, whither they had 
gone in their retreat from Lynchburg. 
r1'his retrograde movement of our forces, 
and the proximity of the rebels, created 
much uneasiness along the border and the 
work of sending away borses and cattle 
again began. In a few days the Union 
forces withdrew to the north bank of the 
Potomac, and were stationed along the 
ri vel' from Hancock to Harper's Ferry, 
the main body being located at the latter 
pi!we. The Uonfederate army remained 
upon the south side of the river, with its 
main body near Martinsburg. Each 
army had cavalry stationed upon its 
flanks. McCauseland's cavalry was on 
tbe left of Early, and Averill somewhere 
on the opposite, upon the :Federal right. 
'1'his was tbe situation ou '1'hursday, the 
:.l8th of July, amI on the following day the 
adva.nce was made upon our town, which 
will claim our attention in the ensuing 
cha!lter. 

~---------

CHAPTER XIII. 

TIlE BURNISG OF CILDIBERSBURG. 

As has been stated in the previous chap
ter, the Confederate army under General 
Early lay about Martinsburg, and the de
feated and demoralized forces of Crooks 
and Hunter were strung along the north 
bank of the Potomac. The perilous situ
ation we were in must certainly have 
been known to tbe authorities, but we 
were misled by assurances of eafety. A 
correspondent of the Philadelphia Inqui1'
er, writing from Frederick on Thursday, 
.July 28th, said that "our troops were in 
'Such numbers, and so situated, that for the 

first time in the history of the war, glori
'ous news mi~bt be expected from the 
Shenandoah Valley." The Franklin Re
pO.~it01·!J, in its issue of 'Vednesday, 27th, 
probably to allay the excitement of our 
people, which on that day was mtense 
owing to rumors of a threatening charac· 
ter along the Potomac, received the even
ing previous, said: "This retrograde move
ment of our forces, (the falling back of 
Crooks and Hunter), created much uneas
iness on the border, and a number of per
sons near the river sent their stock off 
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agaiu ; uut aL the time of this writing 
(;l·30 P. M., 'ruesday), no rebel demonstra
tions bave been made on the Potomac at 
any point; and we do not apprehend that 
any will be made. Gen. Couch has the 
border well picketed, and the fords are all 
guarded, so that a surprise upon our peo
ple is hardly possible." 

Such was the condition along the border 
and in our town un to the middle of the 
day of Friday, July 29th, when the news 
of the approach ot the enemy was receiv
ed . And as the destruction of our town 
entailed such widespread distress, and was 
attended with so many thrilling incidents 
which could be known only to those wh~ 
resided in the particular parts of the toWIl 
where they occurred, this chapter will ue 
composed mostly of the observations and 
experiences of a number of persons. Be
fore proceeding, however, with these ac
counts, it is but fair and proper that the 
statements given by the principal actors 
in those events, as well as the reasons they 
assign for them, should first be heard. I 
will therefore quote from General M'Uaus
land's account, written by himself and 
publisbed in the Annals of the Wm', pa
ges 770, 774: 

In July, 1861, the cavalry brigade which I 
commandeu was encamped near the Potomac 
river, in thc county of Berkley, West Virginia. 
It made t.he advance post of the army nnder 
Gen. Early, that was guarding the approaches 
into Virginia through the Shenandoah Valley. 
On the 28th of July, I received an order from 
General Early to cross the Potomac with my 
brigade and one under General Bradley T. J ohn
ston, and proceed to the city of Chambersburg, 
antl after capturing it to deliver to the prop"!" 
authorities a, proclamation which he hatl issueLl, 
calling upon them to furnish me with one hun
dred thousaml dollars in gold, or th-e 1111 ndretl 
thousand dollars in ~reenbacks, aud in case the 
money was not furnished I was ordered to burn 
the city anel return to Virginia. The procla
mation also stated that this cou rse hael been 
adopted in retaliation for the destruction of 
property in Virginia, by the ortlers of General 
Hunt.er, and specified that the houses of An
tlrew Hunter, A. R. Boteler, E. J. Lee, Gover
nor Letcher, J. T. Antlerson, the Virginht Mil
itary Institute, anel others ill Virginia, had bL'cH 
burnetl by the onlers of General D. Hunter, a 
1!'efl!'ral ('oUlmander, anti that money tlt-maUll
..,d from ChambC'rsburg was to be paill to thes., 
parties as a compensation for their property. 
It appears that the policy of Ueneral Early had 
beeu adopted upon proper reflection; that his 
orders were distinct and final, and that what 
was done on this occasion by my command was 
not the result of inconsiuerate action or want 
of proper authOrity, as was alleged by many 
parties at the North both at the time and since 
the elose of the war~ 

On the 29th of July, the two ca,"alry bri
gades that were to make the dash into Penu

. sylvania, by turning the right of Hunter's 
army, were assembled at or near Hammond's 

~il1, ill ~erkley county, 'Vest Yirginia. Dur
lIlg the mght the Federal pickets on the north
eru side of the Potomac were capture(] amI 
the troops crossetl j nst at uayJight on the :norn
ing of the 30th, and moved out ,tnd formed the 
line of march on the National road. Major 
Gilmore drove the Federal cavalry from the 
small village of Clearspriug, anti pushed on to
ward Hagerstown to create the impression that 
the rest of the troops were following. AtUlear
spring we left the aHonal roa.tI alltl turned 
Horth on the Mercersburg road. 'Ve reached 
Mercersburg about tl:\rk, anu stoppetl to fec.l 
our horses, anti to give time for the stragglers 
to come np. After this stop the march was 
continued all night, notwithstanding the oppo
sition made at every ,wailable poiut by a regi
ment of ]'ederal cavalry. Major Sweeney, 
with cavalry battalion, kept the roads clear, 
anu we reached Chambersburg at daylight 011 
the 31st. The approach to the town wa' de
fendell only by one piece of artillery and some 
re!rular troopti that were sooudriven oft~ and 
the allvauce of our force took possession of the 
town. The main ]lart of the two brigatles was 
formetl iu line on the high ground overlooking 
the toWll. I at ouce went into the 111ace with 
my staft~ and requeste(l some of the citizens to 
intorm the city authorities that I wanted to see 
them. I also sent my staft· through the town to 
find out where the proper officials were, andiu
form them that I had a proclamation fOl' their 
consitleration. Not one coultl be found. I then 
directed the proclamation to be read to many 
of the citizens that were near me, and request
ed them to hunt up their officers, informing 
them I would wait until they could either find 
them, or by consultation among themselves de
termine what they would do. Finally, I in
formed them that I would wait six hours, and 
if they would comply with the requisition their 
town would be safe; and in case they did not 
it would be clestroyed in accordance with my 
orders from General Early. After a few ho'll' 
of delay many citizens came to me-some were 
willing to pay the money, others were not. I 
urged them to comply with such reasons as oc
curred to me at the time, and told them plainly 
what they might expect. I showed to my own 
officers the written instructions of General Ear
ly, anel before a single house was destroyed 
both the citizens and the Confederate officers 
that were present fully understood why it was 
done, and by whose orders. After waiting un
til the expiration of the six hours, and finding 
that the proclamation wOllld uot be complied 
with the destruction of the towu was begun by 
firing the most ecntral blocks first, and after 
the illhalJitantll had beell removed from them. 
Thus the town was d('strOYE·.l, and the inhabi
ta.nts (lriYel! to the hills all(l fields adjacent 
thereto. ' 0 livf's were lost lJy the citizens, and 
only one soldier was killed, and he was killed af
tel' the troops left theyiciuityofthe place. About 
noon the troops were reformed on the high 
ground overlooking the town, where most ot 
them had been posted in the early morning, and 
the return to the Potomac was begun shortly 
afterward. 'Ve encamped at McConnellsburg 
that night, and reached the riYer the next day, 
at or near Hancock, Maryland. 

General McCausland, then, in justifica
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tion of tbe act of vandalism executed by 
him, says :-"I think that these facts will 
show that thisentire expedition was plann
ed and executed in accordance with the 
orders of superior officers of competent 
authority to order it, and, moreover, that 
it was an act of retaliation perfectly justi
fied by the circumstances, anti was at all 
times kept clearly within the rule govern
ing ci viii zed warfare." He thus, it will be 
seen, places the responsibility of his act 
upon General Early, his sllperior, and 
under whose orders he was acting, and in 
justification of the act itself quotes from 
Vattal's Law oj Nations. General Mc
Causland makes the following mistakes in 
the foregoing statement. 

1. Chambersburg was burned on Satur
day, July 30th, and not on the 31st as he 
states. 

2. He says that his march from Mer
cersburg to this place was made "llotwith
standing the opposition made at every 
available point by a regiment of Federal 
Cavalry." 

The only troops to oppose the march of 
the rebels from Mercersburg to within two 
miles of this place, were a single company 
of cavalry under Lieut. H. '1'. McLean, 
6th U. S. Regulars. Tbis company made 
no resistance for the obvious reason that it 
could accomplish nothing with so vastly 
superior a force, but steadily fell back be
fore the advancing foe, keeping General 
Couch, who was then in Chambers
burg, and endeavoring to communicate 
with General Averill at or near Green
castle, well informed of the movements of 
the foe. 'rhis small botly of cavalry was 
reinforced an hour or two before daylight 
on Saturday morning by a few men under 
Capt. McGowan and a ~ingle piece of ar
tillery stationed here. 'I'hese few troops
the two companies stated-were all that 
General Couch had in his tlepartment at 
that time, and this company WOl.S sent out 
west of the town only to impede the march 
of the 1'ebels, and, if possible, prevent 
them from entering the down during the 
night. As the rebels stood in mass on 
the pike west of the hill, where the resi
dence of Mr. Henry Greenawalt stands, a 
discharge from this gun killed one man. 

3. General McCausland savs that he 
waited until the expiration o-f six hours 
from the time the requisition was made 
known to our citizens, before he gave the 
order to commence the work of destruc
tion. 

Either the General's memory is at fault, 
or he wilfully falsifies. 'I'he rebels enter
ed the town about Go'clock in the morn
ing, and by 8 o'clock, as will be abundant
ly proven in the record to follow, the work 
of destruction was in progress, and by 12 
o'clock, as the General himself says, he 

had withdrawn his forces from the tiNvn 
and placed them in line of battle upon tlte 
hill two miles west of the place. Thei~ 
departure was hastened by the approach of 
General Averill's force. of whose coming 
their scouts hrought information. 

4. General McCausland also errs in 
saying that the firing of the town was not 
begun until the inhabitallts had been re
moved from their houses. The rebels paid 
no attention whatever to the inhabitants, 
and many of them barely succeeded in es
caping from their burning homes, many 
of which were fired in the presence of the 
inmates. 

5. General McCausland throws the re
sponsibility of the destruction of our town 
upon General Early, under whose orders 
he acted. Under whose orders did he act 
when he demanded twenty thousand dol
lars and a large amount of clothing, hats 
and shoes of the people of Hagerstown, 
and two hundred thousand dollars from 
Frederick, and in default of the payment 
thereof. threatened the destruction of those 
places? And under whose orders did he 
act when he demanded thirty thousand 
dollars of the village of Hancock, in de
fault of which he threatened to destroy 
that place, and was only prevented from 
executing his threat by the re~istance of 
the Marylanders under General Bradley,!'. 
Johnson and Col. Harry Gilmore and the 
timely arrival of General Averill? The 
fact is clearly established that plunder and 
destruction were the objects in view in the 
raid as is shown in the following fact: A 
person whose position and means of infor
mation were such as to enable him to speak 
understandingly, said to the writer after 
the invasion of ourState: "When Gener
al Lee returned to Virginia :lfter the bat
tle of Gettysburg, the entire press of tile 
South found fault with him for not laying 
this whole country in ruins; and now if 
ever the Confederates come again they 
will plunder and destroy; and my advice 
to you is, if ever you Ileal' of their coming 
get everything out of their way that you 
can." The invasion of Maryland by Ear
ly, and the plunder and de!ltrllction which 
followed wherever he went, his demand 
upon Hagerstown, Frederick, Chambers
burg and Hancock, and in default of the 
payment of his demand, the destruction of 
those places, prove that the bitter howl of 
the South against our border was to be ex
ecuted, and - that Early and McCausland 
came for that purpose, and because ot their 
peculiar fitness tor such contemptible work 
were chosen to execute it. 

General Early in justification of the or
der under which Chambersburg was burn
ed, wrote a letter of which the followi ng is 
a copy, to Mr. Edward W. Bok, of Brook
lyn, New York. It was written at Lyncb
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burg, Virginia, and bears date .Tune 6th, 
1882. 

I?em' Sil' :-In reply to your inquiries I h;we 
to mform you tlmt the town of Chambersburg 
was blll'netl on the same lby on which the de
mand on it was made by McCauslanfl amI r~
fused. It was ascertaiued that a force of the 
enemy's. cavalry ,~as approaching, and there 
was no tIme for demy. .MoreoYer, the refusal 
was Ileremptory, and there was no reason for 
delay, unless thed.emand was a merpitlle threat. 

As to the ot!ler mquiry, I ha<l no knowledge 
of what amonnt of money there might I>e in 
Chambersburg. I knew tbat it was a town of 
some twelve thonsal1d inhabitauts. 

The town of 1!'rederick, in Maryland, which 
was n much smaller towu than Chambersburg 
hall, in .Jnn~, very l)rOmptly respondell to my 
demand on It for $200,000, some of the inhabi
tants, who were friendly to us, expressing a re
gret that I had not put my Ileman(l at :1)500 000. 
There was one or more National banks at CI;am
hor8burg, an<1 the town ought to Imve baen able 
to l'aise the sum I demalllled. I never heanl 
that the refusal was basel1 on inability to pay 
such a sHm, amI there was no offer to pay any 
sum. The value of the houses Ilestroyed hy 
Hunter, with their contents, was fully' 100 000 
iu gold, and at the time I made tbe demand'tbe 
price of gold in greenbacks had very 11early 
reached $3 and was going up rapil1ly. Hence 
it was that. I requirClI the $500,000 in Green
backs, if the gold was not paid, to provider against any further depreciation of the paper 
money. 

I would Ilave been fully justified by the laws 
of retaliation in war iu hurning the town with
out giving the inhabitants the opportunity of 
l'edeeming it. Very respectfully yours, 

J. A. EARLY. 

'- The ~tatement that the town of ]'reder
ick, Md., "was a much smaller town than 
Chambersburg" is incorrect, as the popu

' lation of that place in 1870 was 10,000, 
while that of Chambersburg did not ex
ceed 7,000. 

Colonel Harrv Gilmore, in bis "Four 
Years in the Saddle," devotes considerable 
space in his book to a description of tbeir 
march upou Chambersburg, and the terri
hIe scenes enacted here on that memorable 
30th of July, 1864. RiR style is so bom
bastic and self-laudatory that he may be 
suspected to be the veritable Munchausen 
come to ~ife again. Colonel Gilmore after 
detailing his crossing the Potomac near 
McClay's Ford, his capturing the Federal 
pickets, his defeat of two Federal regi
ments of cavalry-the 12th and 14th Pelln
sylvania-with his two bundred men, and 
~is wonderfu I heroism and daring in bru b
lDg aside all opposition from the over
whelming numbers of Federals who lay in 
ambush just specially to catch him, pro
ceeds as follows: 

By this time the l)rigades (1'IfcCauslaml's and 
Jo~nston's) were both clear of the town (C!ear
spr~ng) and, in fact, two or thrree miles on 
thell' way to Mercersburg. I fell back to Clear-

spring without being followed, bllt did not 
overtake the main body till aftel' night. They 
had halted about a mile beyond Iercersbur" 
on the road to Chambersburg. I reported :If 
hea,lquarters, and fou nd J ohn8to11 and IIIcCaus
land together. It was allOut ]0 P. 111., when 
the latter informed me he should endeayor to 
be in Chambersburg by!laylight, am1 wished 
me to guard the rear. I had not laid down for 
forty-six hours, amI all our lUen 'ltffered terri
bly for want of sleep, and it was with l1ifficul
ty I could keep my ('01l1111aml together. Just 
;>efore daylight I was summoned to the front. 
Thf' conun:tllrl hall lJaltetl in an oattielil to feell 
their horses. Day dawned a .. I rode up to thf' 
Gf'neral. Near the edge of the town a small 
force of the en~my coulll be seen. Major SWf'e
ney, who was III front, b:u1 l"1m illto all ambns
mule of inf,tlltry and artillery, nnll lost one 
man by a grapf'shot. 

After makillg inquiry allont the different 
ronds leading into Ultnmbersbnrg, Generalll1c
U;tnslanlI asked me10joinl\[ajorSweeney, who 
w0';1It1 attack the town with infantry. Thf' 
major hall a gallant com malHI, anl1 easily droye 
every~hing before him; in fact the enemy marle 
no reslstallC~ at all, alllI we took I)OSsession 
WIthout loslllg a mall. On my entering thp 
town I caught sight of a mounted man aml 
ran him. beyond the limits. I then made ~good 
reCOnllOlSallCe of all that part, and iu the course 
of it had some amusing conversations with the 
ladies, who exercised their tongues upon me 
rather freely, which I returned in good meas
ure. 
~~neral Early's order was now published, re

qmnng a levy of $200,000 in goll! or its equiy
alent in greenbacks, and in defauit of payment 
Chambersbm'g was to be laid in ashes. Just 
then some scouts returned with a prisoner fro111 
Averill's command, reporting him to be not 
more than two or three miles off, with a heavy 
force of cavalry. The citizens knew it too and 
positively refused to raise the money, laughing 
at us when we threatened to bnrn the town. 

After we had breakfasted at the hotel (the 
Franklin Hotel), Generall'lfcCausland ordered 
me to arrest fifty or 1110re of the most promi
nent citizens, and put them 11nder guard. I 
had arrested about forty. when he sent for l11e, 
anl1 said that there was no time to be lost-the 
town must be burned; he was sorry for it on 
account of the women amI children, but it lllust 
be done to check the bHruin!!: of private prop
erty in Virginia, alllI they had none to blame 
for it but General Hunter and their own press 
for extolling such fiendish acts of vandalism. 
He then ordered me to fire the town, and showell 
me General Early's onler to that effect. Deep
ly regretting that such a task shonld fall uI)on 
me, I had only to obey. I then directel1 my 
men to fire the tOWIl, but be kind to the women 
aUfI children amI lend them all the assistance 
in their power. 'Vhile I could remain in the 
streets I did nothing but a sist the people, and 
see tbat no exce,ses were committed. Several 
times I receiYed peremlltory orders to make 
thorough work of it, and was especially direct
ed to destroy all fine buildings. 

'When the town was no longer tenable, I took 
two meu with me to fire a fine brick dwelling 
beautifully situated on an eminence, north-west 
of the town. Dismounting, I went in, and told 
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tbe lady wbo came to the door that I was there 
to perform the extremely unpleasant duty of 
burning her house, which I much regretted : 
that we were obliged to resort to such extreme 
measures in order to prevent or check the terri
ble devastation committed by such men as 
General Hunter. I told her that the people of 
that town had seen us twice before, and that all 
had spoken in the highest terms of our bebavior, 
saying that our soldiers had behaved better 
than their own. She was weeping, evidently 
much distressed, but she acknowledged the 
justice of my remarks, and declared that she 
blamed none but the administration for allow
ing such horrible acts of cruelty to go unpun
ished. She was in deep distress, and she(l 
many bitter tears; did not beg me to spare her 
house; only asked time to remove some articles 
of value and clothing. This was readily 
granted. Breakfast was on the table, and she 
asked me to eat something while she was get
ting her things together. Being hungry, I 
aecepted the invitation, and drank a glass of 
wine before sitting down. I delaye<l asmuchas 
possible, in order to afford her more time, and 
when I rose from the table 1 hacl haif a mimi 
to disobey orders in regard to this house. She 
theu came in, and entered into conversation. I 
asked her the name of her husband. She re
plied, 'Colouel Boyd, of the Union Army.' 
'What! Colonel Boyd, of the 1st New York 
Cavalry?' 'The same, sir.' 'Then, madam, 
your house shall not be destroyed.' I 1I0 W un
derstood why she had not pleaded for it. The 
reader will recollect that this officer ha~ been 
already mentioned as operatiug iu the Valley. 
He had ever been kind and lenient to the citi
zens, men, women and Children, warring only 
against men in arms. The fact of her being 
the wife of Col. Boy(l decided me at once. 1 
told her that I knew her husband, and hacl 
fought against him for two years in the Valley 
of Virgiuia; that lle had gained a high reputa
tion among the cit izens for kindness and gen
tlemanly conduct; that while we were there 
for the purpose of punishing vandalism, we 
were ready ami anxious to repay acts of kind
ness done to our l)eople, who, when unprotect
ed, lmd been exposed by the fortunes of war to 
the mercy or 11arsh treatment of Ollr foes. I 
told her that her house should not be Imrned, 
blame me for it who would, allli that I would 
leave a guard for her protectiou till all were 
gone. Sile seernell to be COIDl)letely over
whelmed, as though slle did not comprehoJl(l 
what I hmlsai(l; but wilen 1assnre(1 her again 
that neither h er honse DOl' anyt.lling that be
longed to her should be molested, her gratitude 
knew no bound~. To the picket near by the 
house she afterward sent baskets filled with 
nice eatables, hot coffee ami as much wine as 
they desired. 

left a guard, and well I did, for an officer 
who had been drinking too much came up 
soon after, ami tried to force the guarll amI 
hurn the housc. • 

The burning of Chambersburg was an awful 
sight, nor could I look on without deep sorrow, 
although I had been hardenecl by such scenes 
in Virginia. At one view we had, with 
angnishe(l hearts, from the mountain top, gaz
ed upon the sky fP.ddeued by the burning of 
one hnndre<l amI eighteen houses in that once 

smiling valley, a small part inueed, in the hIs
tory of Hunter's ruthless raid; inflicted, too, 
not by an ungovernable soldiery, but under a 
coldly calculated mandate. ,VllO, then, taking 
a dispassionate view, will condemn our govern
ment for this act of righteous retribntion ? 

Hitherto the fires had been applied to the 
houses of my friends, which roused ,vithin me 
feelings of the sternest vengeance; still, I felt 
more like weeping over Chambersburg, al
though the people covered me with reproaches, 
which all who knew me will r eadily believe I 
found hard to digest; yet my pity was highly 
excited in behalf of these poor unfortuna.tes, 
who were made to suffer for acts perpetrated 
by the officers of their own government. 

The day was bright and intensely hot. The 
conflagration seemed to spring from oue vast 
building. D ense clouds of smoke rose to the 
zenith, aud hovered over the dark plain. At 
night it would have been a grand but terrible 
object to behold. How piteous the sight iu 
those b<!antiflll grcen meadows-groups of 
women anu children expose.l to the rays of a 
bnrning sun, hovering over the few articles 
they had saved, most of them wringing their 
hands, and with Willi gesticnla,tions bemoaning 
their ruined homes. 

Vve left Chambersburg at noon, and went 
iuto camp at 1\IcConnellsburg, where we fOllnd 
plenty of provender an(l rations. 

Col. Gilmore errs in his statement of the 
amount of money demanded of the town. 
He states it as $200,000 in gold or its equi
valent in greenbackR. It was $100,000 in 
gold, or $500,000 in United States curren
cy. His statement that soon after taking 
breakfast at the Franklin Hotel, McCaus
land told bim that there was no time to be 
lost and that the town must be fired at 
once, disproves the latter's story that he 
gave our citizens six hours to raise the 
money demanded before he gave the order 
to begin the work of destructiou. Col. 
Gi Imore also saVS that after the town was no 
longer tenable, l1e went cut to Federal 
Hill to burn the residence of Col. Boyd, 
and breakfast being on tbe table, and 
being invited to eat, ant! being ve1'y hun
gry, be sat dow n and enjoyed the proilererl 
hospitality. Eithel' that was a very late 
breakfast, or the one he hat! previously 
eaten at the Franklin Hotel did not fully 
satisfy him. or else he was so nearly starv
ed ont in Virginia that be did not know 
when he had enough, or !lIse his memory 
was at fault. That tbe work of firing was 
committed to him, and that it was efiectu
ally done, and seemingly by methods well 
understood, and not improvised for the 
occasion, may be due to the fact that be was 
from Baltimore, where Fire Bugs have 
reduced their nefarious work to a science. 

It will be remembered that two brigades 
were present in the destruction of tbe 
town, McCausland's and Bradley T. 
Johnston's. McCausland's brigade, al
though considerably reduced by the casu

I 
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Reminiscences 

aIties of war, was the same as Jenkins' 
and had been here, as Col. Gilmore says,' 
twice before. McCausland, it is said, had 
been professor in the Virginia Military 
Institute, with Stonewall Jackson. He 
succeeded Jenkins in the command of his 
brigade. Jenkins was wounded at Gettys
burg, and after his recovery, and separa
tion from Lee's army, and his resumption 
of his guerilla method of warfare, he was 
severely wounded in a fight with General 
Crooks at Cloide Mountain. His wound 
was not considered dangerous, until one 
night the bandage became removed, and 
he bled so profusely that death ensued. 
Jenkins manifested some honorable traits 
wben bere, but if McCausland had any he 
did not manifest them. 

'l'be reasons as~igned by the Confeder. 
ates for the destruction of Chambersburg, 
it will have been perceived, were the acts 
of wanton cruelty said to have been perpe
trated by General Hunter in the Valley of 
Virginia, Justice to the citizens of the 
South demands a fair consideration of this 
plea. General J. D. Imboden, in an arti
cle on this subject contributed to the 
Annals of the Wa?·, pages 169-183, details 
at considerable length the operations of 
General Huntel· in his raid up the Valley 
upon Lynchburg, and presents a fearful 
record of housebul'lling and otber acts of 
cruelty upon unarmed and defenseless 
people, that was wbolly unjustifiable 
according to the laws of civilized warfare, 
unless the?·e were ,·easons fa?· the same 
which have not been stated. Says General 
Imboden: "If tbe people of Uhambers
burg will carefully read the record of wan
ton destruction of private property, this 
'o'er true tale' of cruel wrong in1licted on 
the belpless, they will understand why, 
when goaded to madness, remuneration 
was demanded at their hands by General 
Early, and upon its refusal retaliation 
was inflicted on the nearest community 
that could be reacbed, and it was thei r 
misfortune to be that community." 

Justice to General Hunter demantl!> that 
he should have a hearing upon these 
serious charges, and I therefore give his 
side of the question. 'l'he depredations of 
guerillas and bu~hwhackers had become 
so numerous, murderi! alld robberies so 
freQuent, and by the aid of the residents 
the perpetrators so uniformly escaped 
justice, that General Hunter was compell
ed to adopt the most strenuous measures 
to put a stop til them. He accordingly 
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iSSued and circulated the following circu

lIEADQT'S DErART~mNT OF 'V. VA., ~ 
In the l!'ield, Valley of the Shenan(loah, 

]\fay 24th, 1864. 
811':-Your name haH been 1"el)01"te<1 to mp 

With evidence that you are ono of tho If'll.<ling 

of the War. 

secessionist sympll.thizers in the valley, anll 
thll.t you countenance and allet the bushwhack
ers amI guerillas who infest the woods and 
mountains of this region, swooping out on the 
roads to plunder and outrage loyal resiuents, 
falling upon and firing into defenseless wagon 
trains and assassinating soldiers of this com
lllll.nd, who may chance to be placed in el..llosed 
positions. These practices are not recognized 
by the laws of war of any civilizecl nation, nor 
are the persons engaged therein entitled to anv 
other treatment than that done by the univer
sal code of justice to pimtes, murderers amI 
otller out-laws. 

But from the difficulties of the country, the 
secret aid aull information given to these bush
whackers by l)ersons of your class, and the 
more important occupation of the troops under 
my command, it is impossible to chase, arrest, 
antl punish thtJse cOJOmon marauders as they 
<1eser,c. \\Tithout the countenance aud help 
givcn 10 thcm by the rchel residents of the val
ley, they ('onhi 1Iot S111)]lOrt themselves for :1 
week. Yon arc spies npon our movements, 
abnsing the CICIU!'lH'Y which has protected your 
jlP\"sons and your property, while loyal citizens 
of the United St.ates, residing within the l·ebel 
Iiues, are i nvaria.bly IIInndered of all they may 
])ossess, imprisoued, and in some cases put to 
.[path. It is from yon, and your families and 
ueighbors, that thesp h.tndits rpceive feod, cloth
in!!:, ammunition :tnd information, and it is 
i"rom tl1('>ir senet ltilliugphwes, in your houses, 
lmrus and woods that they issue on their mis
sions of l)illage and murder. 

You are thet'cfore herel)y uotifie(l, that for ey
m'y train fired upon, or soldipr of the Union 
wonlHled or assassinated by bushwhackers in 
any neil'(hlJorhoOlI within the reach of my com
mand, the hOU8PS and other prOj)erty ofcvery se
cession sYlllpathizpr residing witllin a circuit 
of 1ivtJ miles from the place of the ontrage, 
shall lIe destroyetl by fire, and tha.t for alll)Uh
lie ])ropprty jayh:l.wkt,.l or destroyed by thesp 
maranders, an assessmpnt of fh·e times the yal
ue of Hueh }H"operty will be m:l.lle upon the. {'_ 
cession sympathizers resitling within the cir
cuit of ten mill'S aroulHl the point at which the 
ofiimsc was cOlllmittell. The l'ayment of this 
aSSeSSlllf'nt will be enforc('(l by tbe tr001)8 of 
this department, who wil! seize anclllOhl in 
close military custody the llersons aSHessed, un
1il such l'aylllf'llt shall have b('en mildI'. This 
]Irovision will also be app1ipd to make good 
f,·OUl the secessionists in the neighborhood, five 
times the amount of any loss suftered by loyal 
citizens of the United Stat~s, from the :lction of 
the bushwhackers whom you mny encourage. 
If you desire to a,oid the consequences here

in set forth, you will notify your guerilla aud 
bushwhacking friends to 'withdraw from that 
portion of the v:lll<,y within my lines, and to 
join, if they desire to fight for the rebellion, the 
regular forces of the secession army in my front 
or elsewhere. You will have none but your
selves to blame for the consequences that will 
certainly ensue if these evils are permitted to 
continue. This circular is not sent to you for 
the reason that you haye been singled out as 
peculiarly ob!o'0xious, bu~ becnuse you are be
lieved to furmsh the rea(hest meUllS of commu
nicatioll with the prominent eceasion sympa

http:lllll.nd
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thizers of your neighborhood. It will be for 
their benefit that you communicate to them the 
tenor of this circular. D. HUNTER, 

j[aj01' General Uommctrlcling. 

In further justification of this retribu
tive policy of General Hunter, which. if 
the chE.rges he alleges were true, was strict
lywithin the rules ofwar, it should be stated 
that guerillas and bushwhackers, whenev
er caught, claimed to be in the Confeder
ate service and should, therefore, be treat
ed as prisoners of war. This claim the 
Confederate government alwaysconcededj 
but General Hunter by his circular gave 
notice that that claim would be no longer 
granted. And it was the execution of the 
policy intimated in this order, it is claimed. 
that gave rise to the charges brought
against him of inhumanity. 

General Hunter's reason for burning the 
house of ex-Governor Letcher at Lexing
ton, was the finding in a printing officein 
that city of the type and proof of a hand
bill issued and signed by Letcher, calling 
upon the people of that region to "bush
whack" Hunter's men. This clearly iden
tified Letcher with this unwarranted bus
iness, and was held as a sufficient justifi
cation for the destruction of his property. 
What the causes were whif'h led to the de
struction of several other private residen
ces have not been stated. If, now, the de
struction of tbe buildin~s by General Hun
ter in the Valley of Virginia, especially 
of the five or six enumerated by General 
Early in his demand upon Chambersburg, 
was execlUted under the foregoing order, or 
for any other violation of tbe acknowl
edged rules of civilized warfare, ihe retali
ation which was visited upon this place 
was altogether unjustifiable j if they were 
not destroyed for the violation of the pro
visions of this order, or for any other ade
quate reason, but from mere wantonness 
and revenge, then retaliation to the same 
extent, provided it had not already been 
visited upon some other place or places, 
was right and justifiable. Anything be
yond this, however, would be barbarous 
and unwarranted. Furthermore, if the 
destruction of the properties in the valley 
by General Hunter, was in plain violation 
of the laws of war, as is claimed by the 
Confederates, the question arises whet,her 
retaliation had not already been made iu 
the burning of the residence of Governor 
Bradford and the pillaging of Montgome
ry Bla;r's, near Washington, the exaction 
of two hundred thousand dollars from the 
city of Frederick, and twenty thousand 
dollars from Hagerstown. or in defaul t 
thereof, the destruction of those two pla
ces? Judged by either of the rules stated, 
the destruction of Chambersburg was un
justifiable, and must forever brand its per
petrators with ignomy and reproach. 

Having gi ven the statements ofthe three 
principal actors in the destruction of our 
town, as well as their reasons for the same, 
I now proceed to narrate the same from 
my own observations and from those of 
others. 

On FrifJay, July 29th, 1864, about half
past 12 o'cloek, as I came into OUI· store 
after dinner, I was informed that word 
had been received by telegraph that the 
rebel cavalry had crossed the Potomac 
simultaneously at Williamsport, Oherry 
Run and McCoy's fords. 'l'he force which 
crossed at the last named ford com prised 
the brigades of Brig. Gen'". Jno. M'Cau8
land. formerly Jenkin's brigade, amI Brad
ley T. Johnston. 'l'hese forces took the 
road leading througll Clearspring to Mer
cersburg, and evidently were aiming for 
Chambersburg. As soon as the informa
tion of this raid was spread throughout 
the town. a scene of indescribable confu
sion, sucfl as had occurred several times 
previously during the war, at once set in. 
Merchants and business ruen set to work 
to remove or secrete theIr merchandize 
and valuables. I ran to the depot and 
learned from Messrs. Oaks and Linn that 
they had one empty car which I could 
have. This car I at once secured, and 
hastily packing as much of our stock of 
merchandize as I could find boxes for-a 
considerable part having been packed and 
sent to Philadelphia a few weeks before 
UPOLI the threatened approach of the reb
els-shipped the same to the depot and 
that night it was taken down the road. 
The balance of our stock, consisting of 
hosiery. gloves and otoer small articles, 
we secreted in the beer vault under Dr. 
I,anghein's back building-the same in 
which a greater part of stock was hidden 
duringtbeinvasion II year previously. Oth· 
er articles were placed in this vault and its 
entrance was walled up. I took tbis pre
caution to send off· the greater part of our 
stock, because of the advice of tbe friend 
previously referred to-that the next time 
the rebels would come, it would be to burn 
and plunder, and that I should put every
thing out of their way that I could. Oth
er business men in the town merely hid 
their stock somewhere in their own hou
ses, or in the houses ofothers, and suffered 
the loss of the whole. 

About dusk in the evening, about fifty 
or more wagons from General Hunter's 
command along the Potomac, commenced 
passing tbrough the town, and went on 
down the valley towards Harrisburg. 
Large numbers of straggling and demor
alized soldiers-infantry and cavalry-from 
tbe same command also began to pass 
through the town. I judge these strag
glers would have amounted to one thouS
and or more. '.rhese men were weary, 
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hungry aOLI greatly demoralized. :Many 
of them we took into our bouse and fed. 
Colonel Gilmore in bis account says that 
wbile the main body of tbe Confederates 
under McCausland and Jobnson left the 
pike at Clearspring and passed on towards 
Mercersburg, on their way to Chambers
burg, he with his command of a few hun
dred men drove a force of Federal cavalry 
towards Hagerstown. This force was 
Cole's Maryland cavalry, and a member 
of it who participated in the operations of 
that day, relates that they fell back into 
Hagerstown and were surprised there some
time during that same day by the unex
pected appearance of a Confederate force, 
before which they fled and became scatter
ed. He, with some nine or ten others, in 
command of a sergeant, fled towards this 
place and spent the ni~ht within a few 
miles of town. On tbe following day, 
wbile the town was in flames, they joined 
Averill's force and passed through the 
town westwardly in pursuit of McCaus
land, but in a day or two afterwards re
joined their own command. Itseems hard
ly probable tbat Gilmore's handful of men 
should drive before them a regiment of 
Marylanders enlisted specially for home 
defense, but such seems to have been tbe 
fact. But wbat troops were thosewbosud
denly appeared in Hagerstown later in the 
day and stampeded this same regiment ( 
'l'he following account, furnished by Mr. 
J. H. Fosnot at tbat time, and now in the 
employ of the Cumberland Valley Rail
road Company, may throw some light 
upon this question. Mr. Fosnot says: A 
train of cars containing a regiment of New 
York soldiers was taken to Hagerstown, 
arriving there about half-past seven 
o'clocl, in the evening. 'rhis train was in 
charge of Mr. Fosnot. Jacob Sweitzer 
was engineer, P. Zeigler, fireman and An
drew Stepler brakeman. 'rhesoldiers were 
sent away as soon as the train arrived. 
Mr.Fosnot says he had orders from Colonel 
Lull, Superintendent of the road, to take 
all the cars from Hagerstown and leave 
for Chambersburg as soon as possible. 'rhe 
rebels, Mr. F. says, were reported as be
tween WilliamspOIt and Hagerstown. 
There were several cars there loaded with 
f·Jrage. commissary's stores, &c.; these 
tbe officers would not permit him to take 
away. Notifying Colonel Lull by tele
graph of this refusal, be ordered Mr. F. to 
leave at once witll wbat cars be could. 
Just about tbe time tbe train started from 
Franklin street, the rebels-some fifteen 
or twenty-rode up to tbe passenger depot. 
Seeing the train moving, they started af
ter it, and would bave caught it but for 
the cattle guard at tbe engine house. Mr. 
F. was back somewhere near tbe rear of 
the train, ready to uncouple four or five of 

the binder cars in case the rebels came up. 
At that point the grade was beavy, and 
the train could not go fast. Finding that 
they could not catch tbe train, the rebels 
rode back and set fire to all the cars left on 
the siding, and burned tbem and all tbeir 
contents. 1\ . F. says tbey left Hagers
town about9 o'clock, and tbey ran through 
to Harr~sburg that nigbt. What became 
of tbe New York soldiers be did not know. 
It would seem that there was bad man
agement somewbere, Cor if that regiment
of Marylanders bad bI~en bandied proper
ly, or if the regiment taken to Hagers
town in tbe train spoken of by Mr. Fos
not, bad been used, tbis rebel force might 
bave been kept from entering tbe town 
and tbe destruction of government prop
erty averted. Evidently tbe purpose of 
tbe Confederates was to disconcert and 
mislead the Union forces, and prevent A v
erill from pressing McCausland and John
son. Before tbese forces in and aboutHa
gerstown Averill fell back to a short dis
tance from Greencastle, wbere be went into 
camp for tbe night, and wbere, for the 
present, we will leave bim, turning our 
dttention to the force under McCausland 
on its way to tbis place. 

About 6 o'clock in tbe evening the bead 
of the rebel column encountered near Mer
cersburg Captain McLean's company of 
cavalry, wbo steadily fell back before the 
superior numbers of tbe enemy, and sent 
oil' courier after courier to General Couch 
giving bim information of tbe approach
ing foe. General Coucb sent three dis
patches to General Averill near Greencas
tle, informing bim of the approacb of tbe 
enemy, and importuning bim to basten 
bere witb bis command, but failed to re
ceive a reply. 'rbis whole matter will be 
set forth from the testimony of reliable, 
living witnesses later on in tbis narrative. 
Failing to get a reply from General Aver
ill. General Coucb, after sending out to the 
hill west of the town a single piece of ar
tillery in charge of a few men-all tbat be 
bad at bis disposal-for the purpose of pre
venting the rebels from entering the town 
during the darkness of tbe night, and 
knowing tbatbis longer stay could beof no 
benefit to tbe town, and migbt result in 
bis own capture, left in a special train 
about 4 o'clock in the morning. Tbe few 
men in charge of the gun upon the hill 
near the residence of Mr. Greenawalt, were 
reinforced near dayligbt by Captain Mc
Lean's cavalry, and after one discbarge 
into the rebel column, by wbich one man 
was killed and four or five wounded, tbe 
small but beroic band, fell back to the 
fair g;ounds,were, by skillful ruanoouvring, 
tbey detained tbe rebel advance two hours 
and until dayligbt. Then, fearing tbat 
tbey migbt be flanked aDd caugbt, they 
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fell back down Market street to the Dia
mond, and down Main towards Harris
burg. Their withdrawal through the town 
was leisurly and orderly, and without the 
least appearance of fear. Nothing would 
have gratified that brave handful of men 
more than to have had about two thous
and men ail brave as themselvee to stand 
by them, and wipe out once for all the 
whole invading crew. . 

While waiting along the road west of 
Mr. Greenawalt's for daylight, a boister
ous and angry council WliS held by Mc
Causland and some of his officers in Mr. 
Greenawalt's house. Mrs. Greenawalt 
overheard this contentiou, and says that 
earnest protests were made to McCausland 
against burning anything but public prop
erty. At this McCausland was greatly in
censed, and threatened summary ven
geance upon them if his orders to burn the 
town were disobeyed. McCausland, too, 
insisted upon advanciug at once, and burn
ing the town during the da7·kness. To this 
General Johnson and Colonel Gilmore 
strenuously objected. The increased hor
rors which must have resulted if McCaus
land had not been overruled in his deter
mination, may be imagined. 

Shortly after the break of day the whole 
command advanced, and the greater part 
formed in line of battle upon the hights 
overlooking the town, and without any 
notice whatever to our citizens, three 
shells werefired right into our town. One 
of these shells passed through the house 
standing upon the top of New England 
hill, formerly occupied by Mr. Jacob Eby. 
It went clean through the house, entering 
one window and passing out another di
rectly opposite. Another shell lit in the 
lot in the rear of Mr. Lemuel King's ca r
riage factory on King street. The tiring 
of these shells, without previous notice, 
into a crowded and defenseless town, is 
against the rules of ci viii zed warfare. And 
yet to avenge the alleged violation of these 
laws these maraudin~ and pilfering plun
derers came here to destroy our town. 

The combined forces of McCausland and 
Johnson amounted to twenty-eight hun
dred byactualcount as they passed through 
St. 'l'homas after the destruction of our 
town. About:l, 000 of these, with six pie
ces ofartilJery, stood in line of battle upon 
the hill west of the town, and eight hun
dred and thirty-one came into the town , 
their skirmishers simultaneously in,·est
ing every street and alley. I sat by an 
open window and saw them enter. Some 
five or six men on foot, with carbines 
ready for action entered the Diamond by 
Market street. At the same time I could 
see about the same number entering by 
the streets and alleys up town, and when 
they reached the middle of the Diamond 

they called to their companions further up 
the street, who responded by similar calls. 
These skirmishers were followed by the 
cavalry, until the Diamond was pretty 
well fill!.'d by them, when the work of 
breaking in the stores and other places of 
business was commenced at once. John
son and McCausland and Gilmore, with a 
number of other officers, breakfasted at 
t11e Franklin hotel, after which they went 
out into the street to commence business. 
Capt.'tin Fitzhugh, who was Jenkins'chief 
of staff· when here a year previously, rec
ognized J. W. Douglas, and calling him 
communicated the information that un
less one hundred thousand dollars in gold, 
or five hundred thousand in greenback!> 
were paid, the town was to be burned. As 
Mr. Douglas and Mr. A. Holler are the 
only two living persons who saw the or
der of General Early that I know of, these 
gentlemen h ave kindly prepared the fol
lowing statements of that affair, which, 
because of its importance I give entire 
here. Mr. Douglass's account is as fol
lows : 

J ACOB H OK j·;, B~Q.-lJear Sir :-AL your so
licitation I mak e the following Htatem EJnt with 
reganl to my recollection of the events on t he 
m orning o[ t he burning of t he greater portion 
of Ch~tmbersburg by the rebel forces, under 
General McUauslanLl, of whh;h I was personal
ly cognizant; it is now nearly twenty years 
sinee that day, ancl whilst many minor inci
dents are forgotten in the lapse of time, t he 
great facts stand out in great vividness. 

Very t rul y yours, 
J . W. DOUGLAS. 

The 30th of .Tuly, 1864, w as bright aml warm. 
A few rebel shells screamed over our heads 
car ly i n t hc 1l10rning to warn u s of t he ap
proaching foe. Near 6 o'clock, A . 1\1., I was 
was standing, with many others, on the vera no 
da of the McNulty houije watching th e caval
ry fi le into the sqmu e, of which they took en
t ire possession, and commenced feeding their 
h orses oats and corn on t he edge of the pave
mpn t!<. ·Whil st thus eugagell looking, I hoanl 
my name called, and just llelow me on the 
street a ll oflicer rode out of line and desired 
m e by name to com~ clown. "\Vhen I r eachc,l 
t.he p;WCDw nt the oflicer hall already dismoun
ted , aml approarltin /! me snitl: " I am Call
la ill ~' il ;l hl1 gh, forml'rl y of Genera l ,renkin 's 
slair. \\'/' ll1et last y ,·ar and IhenyourBurgess 
,lir(· ,·!!', l m e to YOll to inform your people of 
some things we wished ,lone. I now ask you 
10 be our bearer on this occasion. " I told him 
I rcrollf'ctr'd him allll asked him what he wished 
,l one. lIe Ihen saill we have come here to de
m allll lhe payment of one, hundred thousand 
dollars in gold, or in lieu thereof, five hundred 
thousand dollar s in greenback s, and if this 
r equisition is not complied with, then to bUIll 
your town. I asked him by what authority he 
ask ed such a sum of money and threatened t;o 
by in ashes the homes of OUI defenceless fanll
lies if t he dcmancl was not COml)lie(l with. lit' 
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then unbuttoned his coat anel took from a ide 
pocket a folded paper and handed it to me wi th 
the remark: "This is my authority." The orl1er 
mn something in this wise: 

HEAUQUARTERS OF THE ARlIIY 01' I 
NORTH YIRGINfA. 5 

To General J. MCCAUSLAND :-¥on are herl'· 
by ordereel to proceed with such forces as will 
he detailed, and as rapidly as possible, to the 
town of Chambersburg, Penna., and demand 
of the authorities the sum of one hun(lred 
thousand dollars in gold, or in lien thereof tlw 
sum of fivehnndred thousand dollars in gr('en. 
backs, anI! in case this demand is not compliell 
with, then in retaliation for the burning of seven 
properties of peaceful inhabitants of the Valley 
of Virginia, by order of the l!'e(leral Gen. Hun
ter, you will proceell to burn the town of Cha Ill

bersbnrg and l"allidly return to this point. 
Signed: .T. A. I~A ltLY, 

Gcnc/·al (Jommantlillfl. 

"Now," said Callt. Fitzhugh, aftpr the r(,:H1
in ... was finished, "you see we are iu a hnrry. 1 
w~nt you to go imme(li;,tf'ly ami spe your peo
ple and tell them of this demallll and scI' that 
the mouey is forthcoming, for I assure you 
that this onler will be rigillly enforced." I 
sairl this was moustrous, there wpre no Union 
Hohliers here. "Oh, yes," he said, "they have 
beeu firing on liS for some hours." I replied 
only a squad of twenty with two little llieces; 
they left long ago. He said there is a large 
force of young men in this vnlley, to which I 
did not reply. "Now go," he said, "and 
report to me as soon as possible." I then went 
up Market street aud told everyone I met of 
the rebel demand. They generally laughed at 
first and when I spoke earnestly about the ter
ribl~ alternatiYe, they said they were trying to 
scn.re us and went into their houses. I then 
went up :r.Iain street in the same manner and 
with the same result. I then weut to the hotel 
to see Capt. F. They tolel me he was over in 
the book "Store buying stationary. Going to 
Shryock's book store, then kept where Hat
nick's Cigar store is now located, I m.et ~he 
Cn.ptain and told him most of our capItalIsts 
were out of town; all the bank funds removed, 
as we knew of their advance last night, and 
thM he couldn't squeeze blood out of a turnip. 
"\Vhilst we were splk'1king, another officer n.p
proache(l us and Capt. F. turning to him said, 
·'General :r.f~Causland, this is the gentleman I 
requested to notify the people of Chambersburg 
of ollr errand." I repeated to him what I had 
n.lready said to Capt. Fitzhugh. He took me 
by the arm, and leading me out into the Dia. 
mond, said, "are you sure you have seen your 
public men? I shoul(l be very sorry to carry 
out the retributive part of the command of my 
Superior officer," and as we walked tow~rds the 
Court House, he said: "Can't you ring the 
Court House bell amI call the citizens together 
n.nd see if this sum of money cannot be raised "?" 
I reiterated that there was no money here; 
thM living so near the border no large sums 
were kept here, and that as we knew of this 
a<lvance, the bank officers had fled and taken 
the funds with them. I said the Court House 
wns locked up amI even the janitor had left. 
He then ordered some of his men to open the 

. COurt House door with the but~s of their mus· 

kets and ring 'he bell. Then several of our 
citizens came anll engaged in COllversation 
with General McCauslanll, wl1l'1I I left, gOing 
to my hotel to notify my mother of the coming 
storm and save artil"lE's of ....ahlP to no on!\ lmt 
the family. 

l\Ir. Holler's statement is as follows: 
MR. HOKE, • ir: In complyiug with your 

r.fque't, I will make I he following hrief state
ment of my interview with General McC:m.'
lal1(l on the morning of th!' burning of <;halU
hersburg by the rebels. Mr. ,John Lohr, w110 
resided by the gate hon~e on the Shippenshnrg 
pikf', sent me word to make some arrangements 
for the burial of his child. Accompanied by 
Mr. ,Jospph Frey, the Ullllel'taker, I went to ReI' 
General l\lc('<lnslallll amI met him in front of 
the Court 1I0nse. I toW him that we would 
like to ha\·n a l);1SS to go out to Ree about tbe 
hurialof a child at the el1ge of the town. IIp. 
tol(lme that he had something of more import
ance to Mt<'ull to than hurryillg t he deal!. ] I p 

t hen took fwm his poC'ket all ord<'r, or relluisi
lion, signed hy (;ell('ml gwly, the snhstance of 
witit'll was, tlmt the srm of the hlllltlrcd thons
a])(l .lolhtrs ill Unitell StMes 11I01WY, or 0111' 
hundred tbollsantl dollars in gold must he paid 
over to him, and if not l)ajd in olle hour's time 
the toWIl woul(l be burced. I told him that 1 
supposed that the town would have to be 
<mrned, as the Bank had sent its funds away, 
and that the citizens could not raise that 
amount. I hall some other conversation wi th 
him that 1 do not recollect now. I then left 
him for my home 011 Second sh·eet, allll 1 do 
not think that I was over fifteen minntes on 
the way, and on arriving at the house I lookell 
back and saw the smoke going up from the 
Court House. Thus commenced oue of the 
most atrocious acts of the war-the burning of 
our beautiful town. 


Respectfully yours, 

A. HOLLER. 

'I'he citizens failing to heed McCaus. 
land's call for a conference, made through 
Mr. Douglas and the ringing of the Court 
House bell, that chieftain orrlered Col. 
Gilmore to arrest a number of leading 
persons and bring tbem before him. Col. 
'r. B. Kennedy says tbat J. McD. Sharpe 
and W. McLlelJan, Esqrs., called at his 
door, and while engaged in conversation 
about McCausland's demand and threat, 
Col. Gilmore rode up and told them tbat 
tbe citizens were treating General McCaus. 
land with great disrespect in not coming 
at once to the Diamond as desired. Mr. 
Kennedy said to him, that no disrespect 
was intended; that the funds of the Bank 
were all sent away, and there was scarcely 
five hundred thousand cents left in town 
instead of that many dollars. Gilmore 
then said, "Very well, I'll take you gen. 
tlemen to Richmond, and burn your-
town." The e three persons, I1Iess.rs. 
Sbarpe Kennedy and l\1cLlellan, With 
W. H.'McDowell, W. S. Everett, Dr. J. 
C. Richards, E. G. Etter and III. A. Foltz, 
who were also present, were placed under 

http:I1Iess.rs
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guard and taken into the presence of 
McCausland. When brought before the 
General, be declared to them the order of 
General Early and his determinatIon to 
execute it if the money was not promptly 
paid. Dr. J. C. Richards, acting as spokes
man for the citizens repeated their utter 
inability to raise the money, and remon
strated against the monstrosity of burning 
a whole town of six to seven thousand in
habitants, in retaliation for the seven build
ings named as destroyed by General Hun
ter. Captain Fitzhugh, who was Jenkin's 
chief of staff, and had made himself 
infamous by his conduct when here the 
year previously, replied with an oath, that 
the orders of General Early would be car
ried out very quickly. The citizens were 
then released with the order to report 
at the same place (in front of the 
Court House) at a given time, but it 
is needless to say that they did not 
"report." While these negotiations 
were going on, the rebels were break
ing into stores and shops, plundering 
them of their contents. Hotels and res
taurants were also visited, and liquor was 
drank and many became intoxicated. 
'fhe robbery of the citizens along the 
street was commenced, and hats, caps,
boots, watches, and everything of value 
which they could find were taken. 
Shortly after this conference with the citi
zens terminated, the work of burning wa~ 
commenced, when those under arrest 
were discharged from custody. 

As soon as General McCausland direct
ed his men to commence the work of de
struction, detachments were sent to all 
parts of the town; and as events of the 
most thrilling interest occurred all over 
the town that were witnessed by those 
only in each respective place, I will nar
rate those even ts from the various : state
ments given me. I will commence by 
detailing what came within my own ou
servation. 

When I saw the doors of stores and 
shops broken open, I took my stand in 
front of our store with key in hand, ready 
to unlock t be door and not have it brokon 
in with the butts of their muskets as they 
were doing to others. When a squad 
came to our store I at once unlocked the 
dO<'r, and about twenty entered it and 
made a thorough search. Finding it 
empty they inquired where we had our 
goods. To this I replied that we had 
shipped them to Pbiladelphia. After 
they left I closed the door, and sat. down 
by it, and entered into conversation with 
a gentlemanly looking man, who inform
ed me that he was a chaplain, a Methodist 
minister, born in Fayette county, this 
State, but then residing in Virginia. His 
name, he said, was Johnston. While we 

were thus conversing, an officer rode up 
and dismounted and tied his horse in front 
of our door. Observing some of the sol
diers breaking into the millinery store of 
Miss Mary Barnitz, nearly opposite, and 
coming out with bonnets, hats, feathers, 
flowers, and other millinery articles, I 
said to the chaplain, "Now, sir, you tell 
me you are a Methodist preacher; your 
men across the street are carrying from 
that millinery' store articles which are of 
great value to the owner, but no use to 
themselves; the lady who owns them is a 
Methodist; can't YOU have them desist il" 
He spoke a word or two to the men, but 
without efft!ct. Other soldiers passed 
along the pavement carrying jars of 
candy, handsful of cinnamon, and other 
articles which they had taken, and were 
strewing them all along as they wen t. 
Others had procured liquor, and were 
drinking. At length the chaplain said to 
me, "Do you reside in this house i'" I 
replied affirmatively, when he said that 
the soldiers were rolling barrels of kero
sene across the Diamond to the Court 
House; that they were going to burn it, 
and that I had better try to save what I 
could. Leaving the chaplain and the dis
mounted officer at the door, I ran up 
stairs, snatched up some valuable books 
from the parlor table, and ran down to 
near the corner of Main and King streets, 
and by permission placed them in the 
bouse of Mr. Flack. They were all burn
ed there, and I never saw them afterwards. 
I next brought down to the door as much 
bed clothing as I could carry, and was met 
at tbe door by It man who resided on the 
outskirts of the town, and who volunteer
ed to carry it to a place of safety. ' He took 
it to the house of Mr. Christiail Fuller, on 
Second street, where it was saved. I soon 
followed this man with another load of 
bed clothing, and carried it to the same 
place. Emerging from Ollr door with this 
load another officer who was passing by 
inquired why I was removing these 
things? I told him that they were setting 
fire to the Court House (I did not know 
that they were going to destroy the whole 
town) and if it burned, we too would be 
burned out. He said that it could not be 
possible that the Court House was to be 
burned. Returning to the hOllse after car
rying away this load, and going up stairs, 
I encountered a rebel officer in one of the 
rooms. Seeing me he inquired, "Do you 
reside here i'" Telling him that I did, he 
said, "My friend, for God's sake, let me 
belp you. Tell me what you value most, 
and I will take it to a place of safety, for 
they are going to burn the whole town." 
At that instant my wife appeared, and 
hearing the last remark, said, "If they are 
going to burn tbe whole town there is no 
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use to remove anything for they may as 
well burn here as somewhere else." By 
this time the members of my family
myself and three others-females, had 
gathered together a few articles of clothing 
and other valued articles-my wife carry
JOg in her hand her deceased father's pho
tograph which she had snatched from its 
place on the wall, and ran down stairs. 
'fhe officer followed us to the door and en
treated one of the ladies to mount his 
horse and escape from the awful place, for 
by this time flames were bursting out 
everywhere. He declared that he did not 
want his horse any longer in the rebel 
servic€:. At the door I found the officer 
already alluded to, who had rode up and 
hitched his horse some time before, crying 
bitterly. He seemed to be dazed and con
fused at the awful Ecene. POinting here 
and there at the leaping-, crackling flames, 
as they burst forth from buildings all 
around us, he cried out, "See! See I! Oh 
my God! My God!! Has it come to this 
that we must be made a band of thieves 
and robbers by a man like McCausland r" 
About that time another soldier came up, 
and unbuckling Lis sword placed it in our 
house and went away. It was found after
wards in the ruins. 'fhe officer still urg
ing one of the women to mount his horse, 
another one came up, when a fierce en
counter of wordl:l occurred between them. 
Said the first one, "The Yankees never 
treated our people this way." The other 
replied, "Yes they have; have they not 
been throwing Greek Fire and every other 
kind of fire into Charleston i''' Drawing 
too the dOI)r and locking it, leaving the 
accumulated treasures of many years
furniture, bedding, clothing, books, pic
tures, mementoes and gifts of dear depart
ed ones, all, all, we left lest we could not 
get out of the Diamond if we tariedlonger. 
Leaving the officer weeping at the door, 
we ran around past the Hall auu Court 
Houee-the flames leaping auu bursting 
forth everywhere, and passed out East 
Market street to the residence of my 
brother, H. E. Hoke, which was not 
burnell and where many homeless ones 
gathered that day. 'fhe rebel officer who 
wanted one of the women to mount his 
horse, fol lowed us around as far as the resi
dence of Mr. D. O. Gehr, pleading foroneof 
them to accept ofhisofier, and then turned 
sorrowfully a way. When we reached the 
front of the residence of 1\1r. B. F. Neall, 
another one rode up at a gallop, anll or
dered me to hand him the carpet bag 
which I carried. I told him it contained 
nothing but a few articles of clothing and 
We could not part with them. He replied, 
"Have you not some things there that 
Y?U brought from your store i''' The vil
am had seen us leaving the house, and 

supposed that we had money or other val
uables taken from the store. My wife 
spoke up and said, as he pressed his hor e 
nearly upon us, "There is nothing in that 
bag but a few articles of clothing which 
we saved from ollr burning home, and you 
can't have them." 'fhis was said in so 
decided a tone, and with so much earnest
ness that the "illain, fearing that he 
would miss other chances of plunder by
longer parleying with us, turned away and 
left us. 

'fhe Court House was fired by placing 
two or three barrels of kerosene taken from 
a neighbOring grocery, under the stair
way at the southwest corner of the 
building. When we passed it the flames 
were rolling lip the stairway and burst
ing out of the lIoor and windows of the 
west end. The ringing of the bell on that 
building that morning proved to be its 
death knell. It never sounded out its fa
miliar tones again. It, like tLe temple of 
justice over which it hung, and our homes 
all went down iu honor; for be it known, 
the insulting demand to contribute money
to be used for the overthrow of our grand 
and glorious government, to consider 
which, this bell on that occasion rung by 
rebel hands, sounlled forth its call, was not 
even considered. 

As we passed ou t East Market street that 
morning, here and there on both sides, 
lJouses were on fire, anll the street wa" 
filled with the drunken and infuriated sol
diers. They seemed to be as demons from 
the infernal pit. All along that street the 
occupants of the houses were endeavoring 
to carry articles to places of safety.
The people were running wildly through 
the street, carrying clothing and other ar
ticles. Others were dragging sewing ma
chines and articles offurniture. Children 
were screaming after their parents, and 
parents were frantic after their children. 
'fhe feeble effllrt~ of the aged and infirm 
to carry with them sOlUe valued article 
from their burning homes, were deeply 
distressing. 'fhe roaring and crackling of 
the flames, the falling walls, the blinding 
smoke, the intense heat intensified by the 
scorching sun, all united to forlll a picture 
of the terrible which no pen can lIe
scribe nor painter portray. It was such a 
sigbtas no one would desire to witness but 
ollce in a lifetime. 

Arriving at my brother's, we witlJ sever
al others who hall fled there for refuge, 
sat down and for about three hours watch
ed the awful scene. The burning mass ap
peared to converge toward the D~am~nll, 
forming at one time a fearful whlflwmd, 
which in a huge cone-shaped column, 
moved' eastwardly from the Diamond along 
Market street. In the grounds around the 
dwelling of William ~IcLellan, Esq., were 
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gathered a laree amount of bed-clothing, 
wearing apparel, &c. This column passed 
over some of these, and with a tremendous 
whirl they were taken up and carried 
away. A web of muslin was caught and 
as it unrolled, wns carried up and like a 
huge auger or corkscrew shaped column it 
stood for an instant and then fell to the 
earth. A child, about foul' or five years 
old, was caught in this whirlwind and lift
ed about five or six feet from the ground. 
It was a grand and fearful scene and added 
no little to the terror of the people. 

About 11 o'clock the rebels left the town 
fearing Averill, whose scouts captured five 
of the enemy near the eastern outskirts of 
the town. About 1 o'clock my wife and I 
started out to hunt upher two sisters. We 
found one of them after a short search at 
the residence of Colonel Boyd on Federal 
Hill. The other we did not find for sever
al hours. She had filled two trunks with 
clothing, and leaving one tn the house 
dragged the other about one hundred yards 
and then returned for the other, which 
she in like manner dragged to where she 
had left the first one. While thus engag
ed in alternately dragging these trunks up 
the alley leading from Market street, west 
of t.he Diamond, and .southwardly across 
Queen street, a rebel officer riding along 
took one of the trunks on before him and 
conducted her on down one square south 
of the Reformed church where we found 
her with the little she had saved. 

About 2 O'clock Averill's command 
pasEed through town, cominginEastMar
ket street and passing on westwardly in 
pursuit of the enemy. 'rhe men as they 
rode through the Diamond and saw the de
struction, vowed vengeance upon the per
petrators of the dastardly act. 

And now with a view to place upon re
cord the scenes enacted in other parts of the 
town, I will give statements made by sev
eral of our citizens of their experiences 
and observations on that terrible day. In 
a book written by Mr. Thomas L . Wilson, 
entitled "'rhe Cruelties and Atrocities of 

·the Rebellion," I find accounts by Hon. 
F. M. Kimmell and Dr. J. C. Richards, 
which I transcribe. Judge Kimmell says: 
"I reside on "Vest Market street. nearly in 
the heart of thetowD. It was known the 
day before (Friday) that the rebels had 
crossed the river and were at Mercersburg. 
fifteen miles southwest of the town. But 
we were all lulled into a false security by 
the fact that. when Stuart and Lee invad
ed the State before, strict orders were gi ven 
not to molest private property or citizens. 
As a consequence, we rested quite easy, 
not dreaming that they would burn our 
houses, and drive us mercilessly from our 
home. The citizens generally were pre
pared to have their places of business pH

laged. A little before six o'clock on Sat
urday morning, baving heard some shells 
whizzing through the town, I went out to 
my front stoop, and was there joined by a 
neighbor. In about half an hour thereaf
ter, or less time, perhaps, two menemerg
ed from an alley next to my bouse, when 
Mrs. Aughinbaugh,another neighbor. who 
was standing by, thinking them citizens, 
asked if they were fleeing. Their answer 
was an oath and a coarse laup:h. I re
marked, "rhose are rebels.' At this mo
ment I heard the clanking of arms, and 
looking westward, saw a body of mounted 
infantry and cavalry marching into town. 
As near as I can judge, there were between 
four and five hundred men. I then went 
to an upper chamber of my house for the 
purpose of securing some valuable p)'pers, 
and while so engaged, I heard the rebels 
say as they passed, that they were going 
to burn the town. At seven and a··half 
o'clock, I looked out and saw a new three 
story building opposite in flames. Several 
men approached, and I heard one tell Mrs. 
Aughinbaugh to get out of the way as they 
were going to fire her house. Herpravers 
and entreaties for time to collect a fewarti
clesofclothing, were of no avail. Withmy 
daughter, who had got a change of appar
el, I started out the back way, and con
ducted her to a place of safety on a hill, 
from which position I distinctly saw the 
rebels dashing in a fiendish manner 
through the streets and firing the houses. 
Women with children, each carrying lit
tle packages of clothing, were fleeing in 
every direction. 'rhe sight was fearful, 
and the horrible scene chilled my blood. 
'rhe day was clear and calm, but the burn
ing houses created a draught, and the roar 
was prodigious. Pickets were stationed at 
the street corners to prevent the people 
from even attempting to save their prop
erty. From intimations that we had of 
their approach the night previous, it was 
deemed prudent to remove all the records 
from the county Court House, and the 
books and money from the bank. I passed 
through the picket Iine unmolested, though 
many citizens were driven back. Had no 
conversation with any of the crowd. Find
ing that I could not save any of the burn
ing property, I returned to the hill, and 
remained there until the rebels left. The 
citizens would willingly have joined in de
fending the place. butwe had noarmsand 
no leader, and moreover felt that it would, 
unless aided by some organized body, have 
been uselessly sacrificing ourselves to have 
gone out against this band of cut-throats, 
thieves and incendiaries. We were iu
formed that the main force of the rebels, 
two thousand five hundred strong, were 
drawn up in line of battle on one of the 
hills beyond the town ready for any emer
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gency. In my vpinion the demand for 
money was a mere pretext. I believe they 
intended destroying the town in the out
Ret. " 

The statement of Dr. Richards is as fol
lows :-"Soon after the rebels had entered 
the town, I was standing outside of my
door, when Mr. Douglas came up and said 
that he had just seen McCausland, who 
told him to call some of the prominent 
citizens of the town together. He de
manded five hundred thousand dollars in 
greenbacks, or one hundred thousand dol
lars in coin, and said if it was not paid, he 
would burn the place. I was perfectly in
dignant at such a demand, and said I 
would not give a cent if they sacked and 
burned my property. Mr. Douglas re
marked :-"fhey'll put the thumb.screws 
to us, doctor. McCausland is in earnest, 
for I saw it in his face.' I paid no more 
attention to the matter, but set out to see 
my patients. Between seven and eight 
o'clock I met Mr. Thomas B. Kennedy, 
and while talking with him was arrested. 
They also arrested J. McDowell Sharpe, 
William H. McDowell, William McLellan 
and 1\1r. Kennedy. At this moment Har
ry Gilmore rode up and said: 'Gentlemen, 
you are my prisoners, and I shall take you 
to Libby Prison, as you have made no re
sponse to the call for five hundred thou
sand dollars levied by General Early.' He 
then called 101' a guard to conduct us to 
the Court House. Knowing him by sight, 
I said, 'Gilmore, I wish you to understand 
that we are gentlemen, and that our word 
is as good as your guards. We will go wi th 
you without a guard.' He said he sup
posed it was, but a guard was customary. 
We accompanied him to the Court House 
and there he was joined by McCausland, 
who repeated the order of Early, demand
ing five hundred thousand dollars in 
greenbacks, or one hundred thousand dol
lars in coin. Some of the citizens had 
previously, I understood, asked to see the 
order, when McCausland read it, and also 
another order to burn the town. I did not 
see them or hear them read. After a short 
parley between McCau!'land and Gilmore, 
the latter said,' Gentlemen. you are releas
ed.' Walking up to him I put my hand 
on his horse's mane, and said, 'Gilmore, 
you know that your demand for money is 
ridiculous nonsense. The county alone 
could not pay it, let alone the town.' 
Straightening himself up in his saddle, he 
said, with an osientatious ail', 'I'll tell you 
what it is' we came out of our regular 
routA with' the sole purpose of burning 
your -- town in retaliation for what 
Hunter did in the Shenandoah Valley.' 
He then galloped offand superintended the 
firing of the Court House and bank. My 
daughter escaped with ocly one change of 

clothinl, and I saved only what I had on 
my back. Everybody in the place would 
have gladly joined in resisting the rebels, 
but we could have done nothing against 
such an armed band of cut-throats and 
thieves. The county had beeu so literally 
drained of young men that women and 
children had to go into the fields. Wehad 
no arms, and even if we had, we would 
have been indiscriminately slaughtered,
and our families l~ft to the mercy of the 
brutal horde. 

"The town was fired in at least fifty pla
ces, and it is my belief that they designed 
burning the place whether or not the de
mand for the money was complied with. 
I never before saw men act with such fien
dishnees, and gloat on the misfortunes of 
the women and children rendered house
less and homeless by their vandalism. The 
entire scene was the most horrible I ever 
witnessed. The screams of the women 
and children, the yells of the drunken sol
diers and the roaring and crackling of the 
burning buildings were terrible. In many 
instances women were compelled to throw 
down small bundles containing only cloth
ing, and several of these packages I saw 
the rebels toss into the flames, swearing 
that nothing ~hould be taken away." 

S::ol. A. K. McClure, in the FrankUn 
Repositorv, of Aug. 24th, 1864, relates the 
following: 

"The main part of the town was envelopeu 
iu :flames in ten minutes. No time was given 
to remove women or children, or sick, or even 
the dead. No notice of the kind was commu· 
nicated to anyone; but like infuriatetl fiends 
from hell it:;elf the ;\,ork of destruction was 
commenced. Tiley dill not have anything to 
learn iu their hurried tirade-they proved ex
perts in their calling. They llivitled. into squads 
and fired. every other Ilouse, and often every 
house, if they preseuted any prospect of plun. 
tier. They would blll'st in the door with iron 
bars or heavy plank, smash up any furniture 
with an axe, tllrow fluid or oil upon it, and ply 
tile match. They almost invariably entered 
every room of eacll house, rifted the drawel"S of 
every bureau, appropriate(l mouey, jewelry, 
watches and any other valuables, and often 
would present pistols to the heads of inmates, 
men and women, and demand money or their 
Iives. In nearly hal f the inst.'tnces they de
manded owners to ransom their property, and 
in a few cases it was done and the property 
burned. The main object of the men seemed 
to be plunder. Not a house escaped rifiing
all were plundered of anything that could be 
carried away. In most cases houses were en
tered in the rude t manner, and no time what
ever allowed even for the families to escape, 
much less to Rave anything. Many families 
had the utmost difficulty to get themselves and 
children out in time, and not one-half had so 
much as a change of clothing with them. They 
would rush from story to story to rob, and al
ways fire the building at once in order to keep 
the"family from detecting theinobberies. ]fee
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ble and helpless women and chiltlren were 
treated like brutes-told insolently to get out or 
bnrn; and even the sick were not spared. Sey
eral invalids had to be carried out as the red 
flames licked their conches. Thus the work of 
desolation continued for two hours; more than 
half the town was on fire at once, and the wild 
glare of the flames, the shrieks of women and 
children, and often louder than all the blasphe
my of the rebels, conspirecl to present such a 
scene of horror as has never been witnessed by 
the present gen!'ration. No one was spared 
save by accident. The widow and the father
less cried and plead in vain that they woal(l be 
homeless and helpless. A rude oath would 
close all hope of mel·cy, and they would fly to 
save their lives. The old and infirm who tot
tered before them were thrust aside, and the 
torch applied in their presence to hasten their 
departure. So thoroughly were all of them 
master of the trade of destruction that there is 
scarcely a house standing in Chambersburg to
day that they attempted to burn, although their 
stay did not exceed two hours. In that brief 
period, the major portion of Chambersburg
its chief wealth amI business, its capital and 
elegance-were devoured by a barbarous foe; 
three millions of property sacrificed; three 
thousand human beings homeless and many 
penniless; ami all without so much as a pre
tense that the citizens of the doomed village, or 
any of them, had violate,l any acceptetl rule of 
civilized warfare. Such is the deliberate, vol
untary record made by Gen. Early, a COl;PS 
commander in the insurgent army. The G3v
ernment may not take summary vengeance, al
thongh it has abundaut power to do so; but 
t,here is one whose voice is most terrible in 
wrath, who has declared, 'Vengeance is mine; 
I will repay.''' 

Rev. Joseph Clark in an article contrib
uted to the Presbyterian of Aug. 6th, 1864, 
says: 

"The bnrning was executed in the most ruth
less and unrelenting manner. A squad of men 
would approach a house, break open the door, 
proceed to the most convenient partof the house 
and kiudle a fire, with no other notice to the 
inmates, except to get out of it as soon as they 
could. In many cases, five, ten, fifteen min
utes, were asked to secure some clothing, which 
were refused. :Many families escaped with only 
the clothing they hacl on, and such as they 
could gather up in their haste. In many cases 
they were not allowed to take these, but were 
threatened with instant death if they did not 
cast them away and flee. Sick and aged peo
ple had to be carried to the fields. The corpses 
of one or two persons who had recently died, 
were hastily interred iu the gardens, anLt cbil
dren, separated from their parents, ran wildly 
screaming through the streets. Those whose 
stupor, or eagerness to save something, detain
ed them, emerged with difficulty from the 
streets filled with the sheeted flames of their 
burning homes. I should say here, that no 
provocation had been been given; not a shot 
was fired on them in entering the town, and 
not until the full crisis was reached, did despe
ration, in a few instances, lead. to desperate 
acts, and a few of the incendiarie.'> left their 
bones to smoulder in the ruins, 

"As to the result, I may say that the entire 
heart or body of the town is burned. Not a 
house or building of any kind is left on a space 
of about an average of ten squares of streets, 
exteuding each way from the centre, with some 
four or fi,"e exceptions, where the buildings 
were isolated. Only the outskirts are left. The 
Court House, Bank, Town Hall, German Re
formed Priuting Establishment, every store 
and hotel in the town, and every mill and fac
tory in the space indicated, and two churches, 
were consumed. Between three and four hun
dred dwellings were burned, leaving at least 
twenty-five humu·ed persons without l\ home or 
a hearth. In value, three-fourths of the town 
was (lestroyed. The scene of desolation must 
be seen to be appreciated. Crumbling walls, 
stacks of chimneys, :md smoking embers, are 
all that remain of once elegant and happy 
homes. As to the ~cene itself, it beggars de
scription. My own residence being on the out
skirts, amI feeling it the call of duty to be with 
my family, I could only look on from without. 
The day was sultry and calm, not a breath 
stirring, and each column of smoke rose black, 
straight and single; first one, and then anoth
er, and another, auclanother, until thc columns 
blended and commingled; and then one vast 
and lurid column of smoke and flame rose per
pendicular to the sky, and spread out into a 
vast crown, like a cloutl of sackcloth hanging 
over the doomed city; whilst the roar and the 
surging, the crackling and the crash of falling 
timbers and walls broke uJ)on the still air with 
a fearful dissonance, and the screams and 
sounds of a!!ony of burning animals, hogs and 
cows and horsHs, made the welkin horrid with 
the sounds of woe. It was a scene to be wit
nessed ami heard once in .. lifetime." 

Rev. S. J. Nicolls, at that time pastor 
of the Falling Spring Presbyterian church 
at this place, contributed a graphic de
scription of the great event to the Pitts
burg Evening Chronicle, from which I 
Quote as follows: "As McCausland releas
ed the citizens he had arrested, the smoke 
was rising from the doomed town, and 
most of them reached their homes to find 
them in flames. The scene that speedily 
fol!owed is indescribable in its horrors. 
'I'he soldiers went from house to house, 
bursting open the doors with planks and 
axes, and entering, split up the furniture 
to kindle the tire, or else scattered COlll
bustible materials in the closets and along 
the stairways, and then applied the torch. 
In a little over half an hour the whole 
town was fired, so complete were the ar
rangements to accomplish their hellish 
designs. No time was given the inhabi
tants to save anytLing. The first warning 
of danger most of them had was the kind
ling of the fire in their houses, and even 
the few articles that some caught up in 
their fiigh t, were seized by the soldiers and 
flung back into the flames. Many such 
instances have come to the writer's knowl
edge, that in their dark malignity almost 
surpass belief. The aged, the sick, the dy
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ing and the dead were carried out from 
their burning homes; mothers with their 
babes in their arms, and surrounded by 
the frightened little ones, fled through the 
streets jeered and taunted by the brutal 
soldiery. Indeed their escape seemed al
most a miracle, as the streets were in a 
blaze from one end to the other, and they 
were compelled to flee through a long road 
of fire. Had not the day been perfectly 
calm (not a strong breeze prevailing, as 
some correspondents have stated), many 
must have perished in the tlames. 'l'he 
conflagration in its height was a scene of 
surpasiling grandeur and terror. A tall, 
black column of smoke rose up to the very
skies; around it were wrapped long stream
ers of flames, writhing and twisting them
;;aI ves into a thousand fantastic shapes, 
while through it, as though they were 
prayers carried heavenward by the in
cense of some great altar sacrifice, there 
went upon the smoky flame.riven clouds 
thecriesand shrieks of the women and chil
dren. But the moment of greatest alarm 
was not reached until some of the more 
humane of the rebel officers warned the 
women to flee if they wished to escape vi
olence to their persons. We cannot, in 
this letter, describe the scenes of the sad 
flight which followed. 

"The ferocity of the rebel soldiers during 
this affair seems almost incredible. With 
all their fierce passions unrestrained, they 
seemed to revel, as if intoxicated, in the 
work of destruction. After firing ' the 
houses, they robbed all who fell into their 
hands. An aged elder of the Presbyterian 
church (Mr. Holmes Crawford,) was taken 
from his house and robbed; the building 
was fired while his wife, aged and infirm, 
was still in it. Upon his return, it was 
with the utmost difficulty she was saved. 
Escape by the street was impossible, and 
they were compelled to tlee to a little gar
den in the rear of the house, where they 
sat for hours, surrounded by fire. rfhe 
rebel Gilmore forbade a lady to remove 
her trunks from her house, and tlpon her 
telling him to his face what she thought 
of his conduct, he drew his pistol and de
clared 'he would blowout her brains if she 
did not take that back.' Many such in
stances, and worse might be recited. There 
were, indeed, some amon/! them who act
ed humanly, refusing to do the work as
signed them, but they were exceptions.
As soon as the town was thorough Iv fired 
the rebels fell back. On their way out 
they burned the residence of the County 
Superintendent of Public Schools, because, 
as they told the family, 'he h~d taught
negroes.' 

"Such is the storyof the burning of Cham
bersburg. These outlines, however form 
a poor picture of the reality. The black-

end ruins of this once beautiful town must 
first be seen to lbefore the calamity can be 
understood, and not then, for it is only by 
looking at it in detail, by understanding
the peculiar sadue there is in each separ
ate loss, and seeing the strange diversity of 
sorrow there is in this common woe, that 
one can realize the full extent of the ruin. 
Eleven squares of blackened ruins and over 
three millions of dollars in property con
sumed is the outward estimate of the loss. 
But who can write the history of two 
thousand people suddenly made homeless, 
dashed from affluence to poverty, torn 
violently from tbe sacred association of 
the past, and driven forth homeless wan
derers among strangers ?" 

Many deeply interesting and touching 
incidents which occurred in various places
throughout the town might be narrated, 
but I have room but for a few. Some of 
these I copy from Dr. B. S. Schneck's 
Burning of Chambersburg,' from which I 
have taken some of the statements already
given. 'l'he house of Mr. James Watson, 
an old and feeble man ofover eighty yeaC!!, 
was entered, and because bis wife earnest. 
ly remonstrated against the b'Jrning, they
tired the room, hurled her into it and 
locked the door on t.he outside. Her 
daughters rescued her by bursting in the 
door before her clothes took fire. Mrl'. 
Conner, the wid now of:1\ Union soldier, 
who had no means of support, got on her 
knees and begged them save her and her 
little ones from the fury of rebel wrath; 
but while she was thus pleading for mercy, 
they tired her little home, and stole ten 
dollars from her-the only money she had 
in the world. Mr. Wolfkill, a very ~ed 
citizen, and prostrated by sickness, so that 
he was utterly unable to be out of bed, 
plead in vain to be spared a horrible death 
in the flames of his own house j but they 
laughed at his terror and fired the building.
Through the superhuman efforts of some 
friends he was carried away safely. Mrs. 
Lindsay, a very feeble lady of nearly 
eighty, fainted when they fired her house, 
and was left by the fiends to be devoured 
in the flames; but fortunately a relative 
reached the house in time, and lifting her 
in a buggy pulled her away while the 
flames were kissing each) other over their 
heads in the street. Mrs. Kuss, the wife 
of the jeweler on Main Street, lay dead ; 
and although the rebels were shown the 
dead body they plied the torch and burned 
the house.' Mrs. Shryock was there with 
Mrs. Kuss' dying babe in her arms, and 
plead tor the sake of the dead mother and 
dying child to spare that house, but it was 
unavailing. The body oC Mrs. Kuss was 
buried in the garden, and the next day it 
was taken uo and interred in the Catholic 
graveyard. -When the flames drove Mrs. 
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Sbryock out with the child, she went to 
one of the men and presenting the dying 
babe, said: "Is this revenge sweet i''' A 
tender chord was touched, and without 
speaking a word he burst into tears. He 
afterwards followed Mrs. Shryock, and ask
ed her whether be could do anything for 
her; but it was then too late. The babe 
had died and it sbared its mother's sepul
chre. Mrs. I,ouis A. Shoemaker rushed up 
stairs when her house was fired, and re
turned with some silver spoons in her 
hand. She found the rebels quareling over 
a valuable breast pin of hers, several claim
ing it by right of discovery. The dispute 
was ended by taking the spoons from her 
and dividing them among the squad. Mrs. 
Denig failing to leave her house in the 
Diamond in time, and finding all escape 
cut off but in one direction, vainly tried 
to cross an iron fence in that direction, and 
was compelled to remain in her garden for 
several hours because the fence was too hot. 
She saved herself from destruction by cov
ering herself with a blanket, which she 
occasionally dipped into a cistern to keep 
it wet. Mr. Holmes Crawford was taken 
into an alley while his house was burning, 
and his pockets rifled. All he had about 
him was appropriated. Father Cullen, 
Catholic priest, was robbed of his 
watch. He was sitting on his porch, and 
a party of rebels came along and peremp
torily demanded his watch, which he was 
compelled to hand over. He had been rob
bed by Jenkin's men a year before. Rev. 
H. B. Winton, wbile fleeing with his wife 
and cbildren was compelled to deliver bis 
shoes and bat. 

Soon after the work of destruction bad 
commenced, a squad was detailed to burn 
the' beautiful residence of Col. McClure. 
It stood nearly a mile from the centre of 
the toWll, and no other building was fired 
within half a mile of it.. The squad was 
commanded by Capt. Smith, son of Gov. 
Smith of Virginia. Passing the residence 
of Mr. Eyster, he BU pposed he had reached 
the object of his vengeance, and he:alighted 
and met Mr. Eyster at the door. "Col. 
McClure, I presume," said Capt. Smith. 
" No, sir; my name is Eyster," was the 
reply. "Where is McClure's house r" was 
the next interrogatory. As the property 
was evidently doomed, and in sight, Mr. 
Eyster could only answer that it was fur
ther out on the road. Capt. Smith found 
Mrs. McClure quite ill, having been con
fined to her bed for ten days previous.
He went rigbt up into ber room and in
formed her of the object of his visit. He 
f:!tated that she should have ten minutes to 
get out of the house. He then ordered her 
to open her secretary, the house having 
already been fired, and proceeded to exam
ine its contents. In this secretary was a 

letter writen by a rebel prisoner, invoking 
the blessing of beaven upon Mr. and Mrs. 
McClure tor kindness shown to him when 
bere with Lee's forces a year previously. 
Reading this letter Capt. Smith said, 
"'I.'bis is awful to burn this house," and 
and then went into other parts of the 
bouse and stole Mr. 1\{cClure's gold watch, 
a large silver pitcher, salver and two gob
lets, and otber valuable articles. Mrs. Mc
Clure was compelled to arise from her sick 
bed, and witb other occupants of the house, 
start on foot amidst the blazing heat of 
the sun to a place ofsafety. Capt. Smith, 
when riding back to town, and finding the 
silver pitcher and salver too unwieldy, 
and their possession under such circum
stances not entirely in harmony witb his 
preten tions to the usual Southern chivalry, 
stopped at the r~sidence of Rev. James 
Kennedy. and handing them to Mr. Ken
nedy, said, "Please deliver these to Mrs. 
Col. 'McClure, with my compliments.
She presented them to me for acts of cour
tesy shown her." The two sil ver goblets 
belonging to this set he had strapped to 
his aaddle; these, the gold watch, and 
other articles this sorry specimen of South
ern nobility carried away with him. After 
receiving the pitcher and salver Mr. Ken
nedy entreated the captain to spare his 
house because of his ueing blind. 'rhis re
quest was complied with, and as a protec
tion against other parties who might come 
alonp:. Capt. Smith wrote and left with 
Mr. Kennedy the following paper which 
he has framed and hanging up in his house, 
and whi,Ph he has permitted me to copy: 

CHAMBERSBURG, .July Wth, 18G-t 
Rev .•TaH. F. Kennedy's house is not to UP 

burned-positively forbidden. 
By order of Brig. Gen. McCausland. 

F. 'V. SJlIITH. 
A. A. D. O. 

Col. Gilmore says on page 213 of his book 
that McCansland's men "were inclined to 
plunder." He might have added that the 
officers were not excepted from this charge, 
of which the paper drawn by Captain 
Smith, and kept hanging upon the wail of 
Dr. Kennedy's room is a perpetual evi
dence. 

Various causes may be stated as to why 
certain portions of the town were spared. 
One reason was the fear of Averill. The 
rebels were aware that he was not far 
away, and might come upon them at any 
moment. Then after firing the heart of 
the town, their line of retreat from the 
eastern part would have been necessarily 
circuitous. I think, however, that the 
principal reason was because the officers 
in charge of squads sent to those parts 
which escaped, disapproved of tbis wall
ton destruction and, contrary to their or
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ders, refused to perform the part assigned 
them. This will appear in the fo1Jowin~ 
facts. Dr. J. L. Suesserott,in McCauley's 
bistoryof Franklin county, narrates the 
occurrences oftbat memorable day which 
took place on tbe corner of Ma'in and 
Washington streets, as follows: 

"South Main Street ou thate\'entful occasion 
presented a scene that call scan'ely be tlepictell. 
'rhe streets ,~ere crowded with ('urriages, all,l 
the houses ,nth women and children who had 
been dl'iY~n fr.om their homes by the fiery ele
ment, WhICh III lambent fiames licking each 
other, ha,l formed a scorching archway over 
the streets north of \Vashington street. The 
retreating mass, still unwilling to yieltl their 
honsehold ~oods without a strnggle, with defi
~l1ce on then countenances, ~withdrew inch by 
lllch, as would a well organized army before a 
relentless foe. \Vhcn the refu"ees thatha<1 col
~e~tell into ~ny house were abo~t to dep:wt, sat
Istied that It too must fa.ll before the fiood of 
,lestruction, I, at the request of a sister now de
ceased, went to my desk to secure any valuable 
pallers that might have been overlooked and 
finding a travelling fiask of whiskey, ~\'hich 
llatl been placed there after a former flight to 
&'ty~ my horses from the raiding rebels, and 
feellllg that I might need some medicinal agent 
as I expected to have a large number of help
less women and children under my care placed 
it in a side pocket, but it was scarcely there un
~il it became a source of great anxiety to me, 
masmuch as the r ebels were appropriating the 
hats and handkerchiefs, and all other movea
ble effects of the citizens, and as my handker
chief covered the fiask, I expected that if it 
were taken the flask would soon follow, and 
become the cause of much injury. By a little 
extra care, however, I was enabled to protect it 
until my attention was engrossed by a more 
weighty consideration. My surgical instru
ments, which had been placed in a secret cup
board behind the hall door. had been discover
eel by the rebels, who were then swarming in 
and out of the office and hall, and ill their ef
forts to force the locks of the cases they had 
thrown them on the fioor near the open door. 
Noticing an officer near the front on horseback, 
I accosted him as Colonel, and informed him 
that if called upon in the capacity of a sur
geon I would be unable to render any service, 
as his men were disabling me. The officer or
dered them to lay the instruments down and 
come out of the house. This order was hardly 
complied with, and the door closed, until he 
countermanded it, saying that the instruments 
would be useful to the Confederacy j and in 
their eagerness to receive them the meJ;). were 
about to break through the door, when I, with 
a dead-latch k ey, opened the same. They hml 
scarcely begnn to gather them up when they 
were again ordered to lay them down ami come 
out, and instructions were given to close the 
door. I was then called to the side of the of
flcer, who informed me that there were ten 
men with them who did not belong to the army 
Who would save the balance of the town if $20,
?O~ were immediately forthcoming. I polit~ly 
llltormed him that it was cruel to mock a Cl'lP
pled foe, and that he must know that he was de
manding that which it was impossible to. fur

nish. He then demanded 10,000 and then 
5,000, and was informed that not five dollarR 

would be paid. He then replied that it woul<l 
all have to go. 
~ man witho.ut any milit.'try insignia wa.~ 

notIc.ed npar by, who (luring a great llortion 0.1' 
the tIme that the rebels hall been ill the occu
pi1.I1CV of the town, was seen to exert a great 
lIlfluence upon the men, was interroO'ated as to 
who the del)artil1g officer waR, and he replied 
that he was Colonel Dunn. The flask that had 
c~nsell :;0 much anxiety was politely handed to. 
him, With a request that he would share it with 
<?olon~1 Dnnn, and press the petition that th!' 
tire IUlght be stoppe,!. 'With great alacrity ht' 
started, bllt soon returued with a flat denial 
from Colnnel Dunn. Tbe whiskey had, howev
er, ma<1e a: f'lst friend out of the individual, who 
proved to ne a John CalIon, from Raltimore an 
independent aill on General J~ohnston 's stafr. 
Colonel Dunn soon returned to the scene an<1 
was again importuned, but was as obstinate as 
ever. He advaneed as far in a northward ,li
rection as the flames and heat wonlt! allow, and 
on being (lrh'en back hy the same, said to me 
that we might now stop the fire if we could. 
The houses on the northeast and northwest cor
ners of lIIain and 'Va~hington streets were a 
~ass of flames, as well as all the northern por
tion of the town, as far as coultl be judg~d 
from the locality we were iu, and the cornices 
and roofs of the houses on the opposite corners 
were smoking and ready to ignite when I hur
ried three of my neighbors-l\1iss Charlotte 
Oyster, William H. M:ong and P. Dock Frey 
through the house to the garret with buckets of 
water, who, by unsurpassed agility and ener
gy, quenched the already developing fiames, 
and with the assistance of a friendly rebel, we 
got the only remaining fire engine to the scene 
of confiict. After the engine arrived, on two 
or three occaSions, heartless rebels attempted to 
arrest its working, but they were quickly dis
posed of through the agency of the whiskey
bought friend, who, together with some other 
rebels, who were not entirely lost to all feelings of 
humanity, rendered valuable assistance at the 
engine until the report reached them of the 
advance of General Averill by way of .r ew 
Franklin, four miles distant, when a basty 
departure of the invading fiends was inaugu
rated." 

Mr. H. E. Hoke furnishes the following 
statement of wbat occurred about tbe C01'
ner of Second and Queen streets. and the 
way the M. E. church, Market House and 
other property south and east thereof were 
saved. Mr. Hnke's statement is as fol
lows: 

"Late in the morning when the fire in other 
parts of the town was well under way, Rev. 
Mr. Barnhart, pastor of the )1. E. church, and 
then living in the parsonage adjoining the Mar
ket House, noticed a rebel in the act of kind
ling a fire iu the back part of that building. 
QQing over at once he succeeded in extinguish
ing it with a bucket or two of water. The act 
of firing this building was repeated three times 
in the cour e of half an hour, and each time 
was put ont by Mr. Barnhart. About 9 o'clock 
a rebel officer came there and ordered that fir

http:notIc.ed
http:witho.ut
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ing at that point 'hould be stopped. He de
claretl "ith much earnestness that if another 
building in that neighborhood was fired thathe 
would bring in his brigade aml unite with the 
citizens and drive the incendiaries out. At 
this time the buiJeling on the sonthwest corner 
opposite the ]l,farket Honse, was burning, and 
the roof of the hotel on the nOl·thwest corner 
was taking fire. This officer then ordered that 
the fire engine, close by, shouM be brought out 
and the fire prevented from crossing to the oth
er side of the street. He also called together 
a number of rebel soltliers, who were in the 
neighborhood, and ordered them to assist the 
citizens in working the engine. The large cis
tern under the pavement of the ]l,farket House 
furnished an abundance of water, and for about 
a half hour citizens and soldiers worked to
gether to keep t,he fire from spreading. The 
rebels were then called away, and our force be· 
ing vreakened, we found it hard work to keep 
the engine going, but we worked on until some 
of the men had to lie down ou the pavement, 
overcome by exertion and heat. It was ouly 
through the determined effort of a few persons 
that the fire was prevented from crossing the 
street to the M. E. church, Market Honse and 
other buildings. Water was poured npon the 
hotel until it ran in streams out of all the doors, 
but the roof burned slowly away and l)art of 
the upper story, when we sncceeded in extin
guishing it. Just before the officer named had 
ordered out the engine, several ladies came out 
of the parsonage carrying bundles of clothing, 
&c. A rebel soldier seeing this, inquiree1 of 
them where they wanted those bundles taken '? 
\Vhen informell that they only wanted them 
removed to a place of s,tfety, he took them np 
before him on his horse, allll carrietl them out 
Queen street near to the Point, and then deli ,.
ered them to the ladies. This man gaye his 
name to Rev. Mr. Barnhart. He said he was 
from Baltimore, and was opposed to such vau
dalism as their forces had been guilty of that 
day.

"After we had succeeded in extinguishing 
t,he fire at the hotel, we felt assured that it 
eould not spread any further-about lO}f o'clock 
-I noticell that the house of S. U. Arm ·trong 
Esq., and those adjoining, were jnst taking 
fire. They evidently had not been fi~'ell by the 
rebels, but were catching at the roof from the 
heat of the burning buildings on the opposite 
side of the street. A small force of men coul(1 
have saved these buildings, but that much 
needed fcrce was uot at hand." 

That part of tbe town east of tbe rail
road along Market street was saved in the 
following manner. An officer detailed to 
fire that part of the town called at the res
idence of Williuru. McLellan, Esq., and 
notified them that their house mu!:!t be 
burned. Tbis was after tbe beart of tbe 
town was in flames, and the roads were 
streaming with bomeless women aOlI cbil
dren. Mrs. McLellan stepped to tbe door 
and laying one band on tbe shoulder of 
tbe officer, and pointing with tbe other to 
the frantic fugitives passing by, and seated 
all around in adjoining yards. said to him: 
"Sir, is not yom' vengeance glutted 9 lYe 

have a home and can get another; but can 
you spare no homes for those poor, helpless 
people and their children? When you 
and J. and all of us shall meet before the 
Great Judqe, can you justify this act jI" 
'l'he officer made no reply, but ordered his 
command away, and that part of the town 
was saved. 

The large brick house which stands on 
the northeast corner ofMarket and Frank
lin streets, at the time of the fire, oc
cupied by the family of Mr. Samuel Rada
baugh, was saved in the following man
ner: The wife of Mr. B. L. Maurer was 
at that time quite iII and confined to her 
room in the house. Mr. Maurer stated 
this fact to a Confederate officer, who at 
once placed a guard at the house and pre
vented it from being fired. Standing some
what isolated from other buildings, it was 
not burned. 

Colonel F. S. Stumbaugh, who resided 
on Second street, between Market and 
King, was arrested near his home early in 
the morning, and with a pistol presented 
to his head, ordered to procure some whis
key. He refused, for the good reason that 
he had none and could get none. He was 
released, but afterwards re-arrested by an
other squad, the officer naming him, and 
was insulted in every possible way. He 
informed the officer that he had been in 
the service, and that if General Batttes 
was present, they would not dare to insult 
him. When aslied why, he answered, "I 
captured him at Shiloh and treated him 
like a soldier." A rebel major present, 
who had been under General Battles, upon 
inquiry, was satisfied that Colonel Stum
baugh's statement was correct, ordered his 
l)rOmpt release, and withdrew the entire 
rebel force from that part of Second street, 
and no buildings were burned there. 

Dr. Schneck, in his Burning of Cham
bersburg, relates a few additional instan
ces of humanity upon the part of some of 
the rebels, which deserve a place here. 
"Surgeon Budd was conversing with sev
eral citizens when the demand for tribute 
was made, and he assured all present that 
the rebel commander would not execute 
hiS threat. In the midst of his assuran
ces, the flames burst forth almost simulta
neously in every part of the town. When 
he saw the fire break out, he wept like a 
child, and publicly denounced the atroci
ties of his commander. He took no part 
in it whatever, save to aid some unfortu
nate ones in escaping from the flames. 

Captain Baxter, formerly of Baltimore, 
peremptorily refused to participate in the 
burning, but aided many people to get 
some clothing and other articles out of 
their houses. He asked a citizen as a spe
cial favor to write to his friends in Balti
more and acquit him of the hellish work. 
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8urgeon IUcbardson, anotber Baltimor_ 
ian, gave his horse to a lady to get some 
articles out of the burning town, and pub
licly deplored the sad work of McCau~
land. When asked who his commanding 
officer was, he answered, 'Madam, I am 
ashamed to say that General McCausland 
is my commander.' 

Captain Watts manfully saved all Sec
ond street south of Queen, and with his 
command aided to arrest the flames. He 
said that he would lose his commission 
rather than burn out defenseless people. 

One whole c::ompany was kept by its 
captain-name unknown-from burning 
and pillaging, and the southeastern por
tion of Chambersburg stands solely be
cause an officer detailed there kept his 
men employed in aiding people." 

An officer rode up to the United Breth
ren parsonage, in Washington street, and 
tbuB addressed Mrs. Dickson--her husband 
being absent: "Madam, save what you 
can; in fifteen minutes I will return and 
fire your house." He did not return. 

After the rebels had left, the following 
note was received by Rev. S. J. Niccolls 
of this place. It was written with a pen
cil upon an envelope: 

HEV. MR. NICCOLLS :-1>lease to write (0 my 
father and give him my love. Tell him, too, 
as Mrs. Shoemaker will tell you, that 1 was 
most stl'ennously opposed to the blll'ning of tIll' 
town. R B. RLAIH, 

Chaplain, anrl ~on q( Tlws. P. IJ/ail', Ship
llel1sblll'fj, Pa. 

Many incidents of an interesting char
acter, in addition to those already given, 
might be narrated, but I will only add a 
few: Among the hospitals in our town 
during the period of the war, was one in 
the building on the southea~t corner of 
Main and German streets. The evening 
before the destruction of the town a con
siderable amount of government stores 
were in that building. These the steward 
and surgeon in charge turned out into the 
street, and t!esired the quartermaster to 
take charge of them. As these articles 
were all packed in boxes, and their con
tents unknown to that official, he refused 
to receive them. Seeing these valuable 
stores thus left to be appropriated or de
stroyed by the coming enemy, simply be
cause of the 1'ed tape which was in the 
way, Mrs. Margaret Merklein, who resid
ed on the opposite corner, had the boxes 
rolled into her cellar, where, her house not 
being burned nor searched, they were pre
served. The government subsequently 
rewarded her in a considerable sum as 
salvage. 

On the evening before the town was 
burned, and while the straggling soldiers 
of General Hunter's command were pass

iug through, some of the family of Mr. B. 
F. Nead, who resided then and now on 
East Market street, were sitting on their 
door step. An officer of the Feaeral army 
rode up and called for one of the ladies 
and told her that there was every proba
bility that there would be a fight between 
our troops and the enemy, and that he 
had a favor to ask. He said he was the 
possessor of a very handsome sword that 
had been presented to him, which he val
ued very highly, and that he would be un
der many obligations to them if they 
would keep it safe for him. He said his 
name was Lieutenant McCron, according 
to the present recollection of the lady who 
participated in the affair. The sword and 
scabbard were very handsome, being sil
ver mounted, and vE'ry beautifully chased. 
'l'he next day the house of Mr. Nead 
shared in thE' general conflagration, and 
the incident was forgotten. Sometimeaf
ter the fire, Mr. Benjamin M. Nead, in 
hunting through the ruins in the cellar, 
came across the sword and part of the 
scabbard, fire-wrecked, but still showing 
the tracing of the etching on the blade. 
Nothing was ever heard ofLiutenant Me
Cron, but the sword still remains in the 
possession of Mr. Nead's family. 

On the morning of the fire, Mr. David 
Brand, brother to our townsman, Mr. Ja
cob L."Brand, took the flag which hung 
in front of Col. Hutherford's headquarters 
in the Mansion House, from its staff and 
carried it to his bome on Queen street. 
While the rebels were firing Queen street, 
Miss Louisa Brand, his sister, took the 
flag, and wrapping it around her, and with 
revolver in hand, stood in th~front door 
of their house and dared any rebel to fire 
the house or disturb the flag. She passed 
unmolested and the house wail not burned. 
'fhat flag is now in the possession ot I,~e 
wife of Mr. A. C. McGrath, to whom MISS 
Brand presented it before her death. 

Mr. Jacob L. Brand, relates the follow
ing : "I had in my store twenty kegs of 
powder. I did not know what to do with 
it. I fell upon the following plan: I had 
Mr. George Palmer clerking for me, and I 
had him make an excavation in my gar
den large and deep enough to set the k~gs 
ill upon their ends and cover them WIth 
boards and then earth thrown over. 
There were a large number of old boxes 
aud barrels which we piled upon tbis so 
that no one woult! detect it. \Vlten the 
fire reached these I was expecting any 
moment for an explosion and ~ot out of 
the way, taking my wife and child and 
passed up by the M. E. church. When I 
was on tue way I was ordered to take off' 
my boots and hesi taUng for a few 
moments 'the rebel said that if I did not 
take therh off he would do it for me. I 
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had $125 tied around me, and I thought I 
had better comply as I might be in danger
of losing my money as well as my boots. 

had just pulled them off and the rebel 
tried them on, but they were too small for 
him, when the Baptist preacher in town 
passed, and he was ordered to take offhis. 
I took advantage of this, and picking up 
my boots. made my way out of the town 
in my stocking feet. I had no desire to 
wait to see the matter consummated be
tween the rebel and the preacher. We 
struck out for the eastern part of the town. 
The next day we examined the powder 
we had hid, and thinking all danger past,
we raised the boards and found all right.
But coals of fire had passed down through
the crevices and knot holes in the boards. 
and we could see where the fire had burnt 
a :quarter of an inch into the heads of 
some of the kegs."

Upon the release of the citizens who had 
been captured and taken in front of the 
Court House by Col. Gilmore, to hear from 
McCausland the requisition upon the 
town, Mr. M. A. Foltz and Mr. E. G. 
Etter started out east Market street to 
their respective homes. When they
reached the alley by Mr. D. O. Gehr's res
idence, Mr. Etter proposed to take that 
way in preference to the street as being
safer because of the swarming rebels who 
were in it. Mr. Foltz assured him that 
they would be safer in the street. and 
pressed on that way, but Etter took the 
alley. When he reached his home his 
wardrobe had been reduced to his panta
loons and shirt, which some rebel who 
had met him on the wily considerately 
permitted him to retain. This was the 
penalty for being one of the "leading citi
zens," for such General McCausland or
dered Col. Gilmore to bring before him. 
Mr. Etter says that however he may have 
tilled the bIll when captured and taken to 
the Dlamonu, his appearance after his iu
terview with the rebel in the alley did not 
specially indicate superior rank. 

An incident occurred on South Main 
street, somewhere between Washington 
and German streets, which, while illus
trating the humanity of one of the foe, 
also shows into what an unpleasant posi
tion one of our citizens was placed.
Learning that a man lay with the small 
pox in one of the houses indicated, a rebel 
to whom the communication was made, 
fearing that that part of the town would 
be also fired and the sick man burned to 
death, went into the house. took him in 
his arms, bore him to the street and pldood
him carefully wrapped in bed clothing in 
a wheelbarrow, compelling a young man 
-Mr. P. O'Hare-who was passing by, to 
wheel him away to a place of safety. Mr. 
O'Hare reluctantly performed the duty 

assigned him, and reaching a place where 
he supposed the man was safe from the 
flames. he left him. 

Mr. Lewis Wampler informed me that 
standing in the middle of the street, in 
front of his residence opposite the Reform
ed church, while the fire was raging, he 
could see clean down to the Diamond
nearly threo squares. The flames from 
the houses on both sides of the street met 
and formed an archway. In and about 
the Diamond it seemed to converge and 
formed an immense column or dome. An 
hour or so after the rebels had left and the 
fire had subsided, I passed down Main 
street from Washington to the Diamond. 
The dust upon the street was all gone, and 
the stones above ground were burned 
white. The heat was so intense that I 
had to cover my face at times with my
handkerchief and run. 

'I'here stand four houses on the west 
side of Main street, between Queen and 
Washington, which strangely escaped the 
general destruction. The inmates of these 
houses had means of escape which no oth
ers in other parts of the town had. They
had but to pass out· in the rear of theIr 
lots and take refuge in the Lutheran 
graveyard, where they would have been 
safe from the fire. Mr. A. V. Reineman 
informs me that hard work and the favor
able wind, under the blessing of God, sav
ed these houses. Rebels plundered his 
jewelry store, selecting the most showy,
but the cheapest articles, leaving the fine 
and costly untouched. In some instances 
the cases containing expensive articles 
were taken, but the contents, which were 
of great value, were thrown out and left. 
A fancy clock in the form of Ii. robust man, 
with the dial upon his stomach, kept in 
his show window as a sign, was carried 
away by a rebel, but after some time the 
repentant soldier brought it back and 
placed it where he had found it. Mr. 
Reineman assures me that he was impress
ed, divinely as he devoutly believes, that 
his property would not be destroyed, and 
his confidence was not disappointed. 

Rev. S. R. Fisher, D. D., informed me 
that he determined to remain in his house 
and save it if he could. Having first ex
plored tho rear of his premises and finding
that in case he were compelled to flee he 
could escape into the Lutheran graveyard,
he accordingly carried a number of buck
ets of water up into the attic of his house, 
and watching through the trap door for 
any place where the shingles became 
ignited, immediately extinguished it and 
then retreated back under shelter to escapt~ 
the bullets which were several times fired 
at him from a distance. His house was 
not burned. 

Mr. John Jeffries relates that fire was 
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kindled in the telegraph office in the low
er rooms of the Mansion House, then the 
prin ting establishment of the Reformed 
Church. Seeing this fire he ran in and 
kicked the bla'zing wood, which the rebels 
had split and piled upon the fioor, out 
upon the front pavement. A rebel officer 
passing by caught him in the act, and led 
him up to General McCausland, who stood 
upon the corner where the lamp post 
stands in front of Messrs. Lortz & Wolf
inger's grocery. McCausland said, "How 
dare you interfere to put out the fire i''' 
To this Mr. Jeffries replied, "That, sir, is 
the printing establishment of the Reform
ed Church, and I was trying to save church 
property, and by all civilized people 
churches and church property are respect
ed in time of war." Mr. Jeffries says he 
did not tell McCausland that his own 
property was next to the Mansion House, 
and that he had an eye to saving it as well 
as the other. ToMr. Jeffries' remark that 
that building was church property, Mc
Causland replied, "Why, sir, that's a tele
graph office and no printing establish
ment." After Mr. Jeffries succeeded in 
convincing the General that the property 
was really a publishing house of the Re
formed Church, and that the telegraph 
office and other lower rooms were only 
rented to other persons, he gave permis
sion to save it. It was, however, soon 
thereafter fired in the rear and entirely 
consumed entailing a loss upon that church 
of about $40.000. 

Dr. Schmick in his book relates the fol
lowiug: "A lady well known to me, the 
mother of a large family of children, was 
ordered to leave the house in five minutes, 
as it must be burned. She collected her 
children around her to obey the cruel 
summons: Preparations were at once 
made to fire the building in the rooms 
above and below, and as the family group 
walked out of the large and beautiful man
sion, the children burst into weeping. 'I 
am ashamed of you,' said the tenderly
loving, yet heroic woman, 'to let tbese men 
see you crv,' and every child straigbtened 
up, brushed away his tears, and bravely 
marched out of the doomed house." 

"An elderly woman, of true Spartan 
grit, gave one of the house burners such a 
Sound drubbing with a heavy broom, that 
the invader retreated, to leave the work 
of destruction to be performed by another 
party, after the woman had left to escape 
~he approaching flames of adjoining build
lUgS. 

"'1'he wife of a clergyman succeeded in 
preventing one of the enemy from firing 
her house by reminding him that she had 
fed him during Stuart's raid in 1862, and 
,that she had also ministered to him when 
he Was in the hospital in this place in the 

summer of 1863. The man recognized bel' 
and frankly declared that he could not be 
so base as to destroy her house, now tbat 
he remembered her kind offices. He had 
been wounded and made a prisoner at the 
battle of Gettysburg, was brougbt to tbe 
ho pital here and afterwards exchanged." 

Tbose familiar with the town will re
member a two story log house which 
stood on West Market street. between 
Miller's Hotel and tbe residence of Hon. 
G. W. Brewer, and which was torn away 
a year or two ago when the new street was 
cut through from Market to King. This 
house, it will be remembered, notwith
standing tbe inflammable nature orthe ma
terial of which it was constructed, and the 
fact that every other building around it 
was consumed, strangely escaped. The 
fact i.tself excited considerable surprise, 
and many have been the causes assigned. 
Tbere is a secret fact in the case which 
has never. so far as I am aware, been 
made public. Tbat fact, with the papers
relating thereto, has been laid before me 
by the relatives of the owners and occu
pants at that time, and I place them upon 
record here, leaving others to account for 
the pbenomena as they can. The late Dr. 
Boyle frequently related that the two 
aged ladies who occupied that little log 
house at the time of tbe fire-Mrs. Eliza
beth Smith and Lydia Etter-sisters of our 
former townsman, Mr. Samuel Etter, with 
otbers found their way to the fie!d iu 
which Reservoir hill stands, from which 
eminence the assembled multitude looked 
upon the burning of their homes. 'l'he 
spectacle, as may be readily imagined, was 
a sad one to all, but apparently less so to 
the two persons named. A !tel' the retreat 
of the rebels and partial subsidance of the 
flames, Dr. Boyle remarked that be would 
go into tbe town and learn tbe extent of 
the ruins. Mrs. Smith insisted upon 
going with him to see her house. 'ro this 
the doctor objected most strenuously say
ing tbat of course her house was destroyed 
with the rest. "No," said she, "it can't 
be." The old lady consented to remain 
yet awhile on the hill, only on the promise 
of the doctor that he would be sure to go 
into her house and see if everything was 
right. Scarcely giving the matter another 
thought, he proceeded to town and went 
down West Market street amidst the yet 
smouldering ruins, when to his surprise
and gratification there stood tbe little log 
building intact. The fences all around 
were clean burned up close to the house, 
butit was unharmed. On entering it noth
ing appeared to have been disturbed. As
cending tbe stairs to the g~rret, several 
quilts were strung on a lllle. These 
showed tbe marks of having been fired, 
and that was all. Tbe source of the abid
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ing confidence of these two old ladies that 
their home was not and could not be de
stroyed, was perbaps never known to Dr. 
Boyle, and is known to only a few to 
whom it was afterwards communicated. 
They had in tbeir possession a paper or 
document on which were printed certain 
words, which they believed was a sure 
preventative against fire, and the little 
building, as long as it stood afterwards, 
was a monument to their belief. 'l'he 
paper itself is now bf3fore me. It is print
ed in German, upon coarse, beavy paper, 
and bears the marks of considerable age. 
Before me is also a translation made by, 
and in tbe handwriting of Rev. B. S. 
Schneck, D. D., wbo was long and inti 
mately acquainted with the two old 
ladies and who bad been let into the secret 
of their confidence. The doctor made the 
translation, but so far as I know, never 
gave an opinion as to the merits of the 
case: 

( Tralls/atiolt.) 

A TRUE AND TRIED AUT WHICH 1\1,\ Y ]{E Hue

CESSj.'ULLY USED L.'< TIMES 01,' Jo'IRE 


AND PESTILENCE. 


This was discovered by a Christiau Gipsy 
King of Egypt. In the year 1714, June 10th, 
there were executed six Gipsies in the King
llom of Prussia. But the seventh, a man 80 
years old, ,yas to be executell with the swol'll 
on the 16th day or June. Fortuuatelyfor him, 
however, a fire broke out suddenly, and the old 
Gipsy was released and taken to the fire, to 
try his art, which he did to the astonishment 
of all, as the fire was extinguishe(l in half a 
quarter of an hour, upon wbicb, after having 
thus given such satisfactory proot, his life was 
spared and was set free. This was also adj ullg
ell to be so by the Hoyal Prussian Government 
and the General Superintendent at I\:ronigs
burg, and made public in print. First printell
in Ramigsburg, in Prnssia, by Alexander 
Bauman, in 1715. 

"\Yelcome, thou fiery Guest, grasp no furth
er tban thou hast. This do I count for your 
penitence, 0 fire, iu the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

I command thee, fire, by God's power, which 
maketh all things, that thou halt and proceed 
no further, so sure as Christ stood at the J 01'
dan, when John the holy man baptized him. 
This I reckon to your penitence, U fire, in the 
name of the holy Trinity. 

I command thee, Fire, by the power of Go,l, 
tbn.t tbou allayest thy tlame, as sure as :;\[ary 
of all women maintained her Virginity-there
fore restrain thy fury, 0 fire, in the name of 
the most Holy Trinity. 

I command thee, Fire, that thou wilt abate 
thy heat, by the precious blood of Jesus Chl'ist, 
which He shed for us, for our sin aml misery. 
This I lay to your penitence, 0 fire, in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Jesus Qf Nazareth, a Ring of the Jews, help 

o.f the JVar. 

US in this terrible fire cahuuity, and spare 
these bouuds aml borders from all olisease aud 
l)estilence. 

"Whoever has this paper in his house, will 
not snlfer from fire, nor from damage by light
ning; ancl whoever bas this paper in his house, 
or carries it with him, is safe hom the fearful 
Pestilence. " 

It is, at least, a singular coincidence 
that in another case, which has been 
brought to my knowledge, another proper
ty as much exposed and inflammable as the 
one already referred to, was saved and 
stands to-day to the amazement of all who 
are familiar with it, and that, too, in con
nection with another paper on which 
were written the following words from 
Isaiah XLIII, 2-"Wben thou passeth 
through the waters, I will be with thee; 
and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither 
shalt the flame kindle upon thee." I give 
these circumstances as evidences of the 
credulity, or as some might say, the faith 
of the persons, leaving each one to form 
his own conclusion. 

When the town was fired and the peo
ple compelled to leave, some found shelter 
in those parts upon the outskirts wbich 
were not burned. 'l'he large majority fled 
to the Cemetery and fields around town, 
where they sat and looked upon the awful 
scene. Nearly everyone had a bundle or 
some article which they had saved from 
their burning home, and which they kept 
watch over. In carrying trunks, buudles 
and articles of furniture through the 
streets to places of safety, feats ofstrength 
and endurance were wrought which seem
ed almost superhuman. Feeble women 
carried articles which, under ordinary cir
cumstances, they could scarcely have lift
ed. Some climed fences, and in some 
way unknown to themselves or otbers, 
took wiLh them these heavy articles. I 
saw myself a woman carry and drag a 
melodeon from her house, and upon plac
ing it were for the time it was sUllPosed 
to be ~afe, she left \t and in a short time 
came dragging a beavy parlor carpet. 

It has been said by some of the writers 
from whom I have quoted, that the wo
men and obildren wept and cried al:d 
wrung their hands in anguish. Some dId 
exhibit considerable emotion and excite
ment, but taking into consideration the 
awful circumstances under which we were 
placed, and the fact that many had been 
in a tew hours reduced from affluence to 
poverty, not baving either bome or food 
or a change of clotbing, the courage, cool· 
ness, resignation, and even cheerfulness, 
and in some cases, the mirthfulness, were 
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indeed extraordinary. Two young men 
who were passing a yard where a consid
erable number of homeless ones were con
gregated while the fire was in progress, 
addressing several of their comrades whom 
they saw in the number, said, "Hello 
there I Where do you fellows get your 
clean shirts now Il" This witticism drew 
a laugh from the whole crowd, and was 
shared in by many women and children 
who did not know where their next meal 
was to come from, or where they would 
lay their heads that nigbt. This cheerful
uess was characteristic of the people 
throughout the entire period from the 
burning until they were enabled as best 
they could to recommence the world and 
reconstruct their bomes. Sitting down in 
despair, or yielding to circumstances, and 
suffering the tidal wave to overwhelm and 
paralize, wereentirelyuntboughtof. Rev. 
Dr. Bchneck, in the Burning oj Ohambers
burg, pages 34-36, records the heroism 
of our people in the following language: 
"During the whole course of my life, I 
have not witnessed such an absence of de
spondent feeling under great trials and 
sudden reverses of earthly fortune, never 
such buoyancy and vigor of soul, and 
even of cheerfulness amid accumulated 
woes and sorrows, as I have during these 
four weeks of our devastation. And I 
leave you (the reader) to imagine the 
many cases of extreme revulsion from 
independence and affluence to utter belp
lessness and want. Tbe widow and fath
erless, the aged and infirm, suddenly be
reft of their earthly all, in many instan
ces, even of a change of clothing. Large 
and valuable libraries, manuscripts , the 
accumulation of many years, statuary, 
paintings, precious and never to be replaced 
mementoes,more valued than gold orsilver, 
gone forever. And yet amid all these 
losses and the consequent 5elf-deniai and 
adaptation to another and entirely differ
ent state of things, to which the gl'eatma
jorityof the people have been subjected, 
you seldom see a sad or sombre counte
Dance on the street or elsewhere. Excep
tions there were, doubtless, traceable in 
part to feeble, physical constitution, in 
part also to an inordinate love of and de
pendence upon transitory and evanes
cent objects. But in a general way, the 
SUfferers by this wholesale devastation, are 
among the most patient, unmurmuring, 
cheerful, hopeful people I have ever 
known. God seems to have given special 
grace in a special time of need. * * * I 
freely confess that I have never experi
enced in my own case, nor in the case of 
ot~~rs,even under comparatively lighta!1d 
tnfhng losses and deprivations, such reslg
,nation, such quiet gentle submission, and 
SUch calm endura~ce, amid the loss of all 

things, as in this instance. To such an 
extent have been these manifestations, 
that persons from neighboring towns, and 
strangers from a distance, who in great 
numbers have visited the place, almost 
universally remark upon it." 

When the fire was over the people who 
had taken refuge it: the cemetery and 
fields around the town, came back to view 
the remains of their ruined bouses. Sad 
indeed were our feelings when we stood by 
the scene of desolation, recognizing here 
and there amidst the ruin!! some article, as 
the crooked and warped stoves and cook
ing utensils and other articles made of 
iron, which reminded us of the past. But 
when night came on and a place of shel
ter was needed, then only did we realize 
our sad condition. Such buildings as had 
escaped the common destruction were 
opened to us and occupied to their utmost 
capacity. Some of our people made their 
way on fQot to the country, or to neigh
boring towns. And during the ensuing 
week hundreds availed themselves of the 
free transportation given by the railroad 
companies, and went to distant places, 
from which some never again permanent
ly returned. 

On the day succeeding the fire-Sunday 
31st-a number of our citizens convened 
at the residence of William McLellan, 
E sq .• on East Market street. Rev. John 
R. 'Varner, who was present, conducted a 
religious service, after which tbe follow
ing appeal was drawn up, signed and tel
egraphed over the country: 

AN A rr'EAT, TO 'rUE llENEYOLENT (J[TIZENS 
0 1- THE NORTH. 

On the m orning of tbe 30th of July, 1864, the 
r ebels under commancl of Generall\lcCausland, 
with a force of five hundred men, entered 
Chambersburg, P eunsylvania, and demanlled 
fi \'e humlred thousand doUars from the citizens, 
under a threat ofbnrning the town, This requi
sition was iu writing aml signell by General 
J ubal Early, 

It is now established by indisputable proof 
that tbis demand wa-s a mere pretext on the part 
of the marauders, to cover up a purpose, formed 
'before they reacbed the town, to burn it the to 
groull(l without giving any tim~ to remove the 
private property, and sca~cely ti,~e enough for 
the citizens to r emove theu famIlIes. 

They fired the hOllses of our citizens in ])er· 
haps fifty places. Upwards of two hundred 
~Llld fifty in the heart of the toW?! we~e.COD
Slimed, including all the publlc bUl1dmgs, 
stores and hotels, comprising about two-thirds 
of a town containing sL" thousand inhabitants. 
Thus a large body of citizens are reduced from 
comparative wealth to absolute poverty. The.<w 
families have lost aU their bedding, and a.ll 
their clothing except what they had on their 
persons. . ,

The loss will 'be largely o"er oue mtlho~1 (101
lars. Withont aill from abroa.d there WIll he 
great suffering in our commun Ity. 
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The Rev. John R. Warner, of Gettysburg, 
prOvidentially with us at this time, is the ac
credited agent of the citizens for r eceiving sub
scriptiong and contributions for 0111' relief. 

F. 1\1. Krll[1l[ELL, 

BERNARD WOLFF, (lnd many othei·S. 


No SOOller had this appeal been sent 
abroad and published, than some of the 
New York papers let loose their abuse upon 
us. The appeal stated that five hund1'ed 
rebels had entered and destroyed the town 
without referring to the two thousand 
more, with six pieces of artillery, that 
were stationed upon the eminence west of 
the town. "What," said these editors, "a 
town of six thousand inhabitants, and the 
headquarters of a military district, and yet 
suffering five hundrlld rebels to burn them 
out I Why not rise up and dri ve the ras
cals away r" Thus while a large part of 
our able-bodied men were away in their 
country's service, leaving but a few hun
dred here, and they without arms, and dis
cipline, and denied the use of the uniform 
and enrollmeut which would have secured 
to them treatment as prisoners of war, and 
not summary execution as guerrillas, we 
must not only be robbed and plundered 
and have our homes destroyed by the com
mon foe, but endure the reproacheg of our 
professed friends. And these reproaches, 
too, coming from a city, which, with its 
population of three quurters of a million, 
could not keep its own rabble in subjec
tion, but had to call upon the general gov
ernment for assistance, and was only saved 
from destruction and plunder by a detach
ment from the army of the Potomac at a 
time when these men were needed to fight 
rebels in their front. And here it is but 
right and proper to put upon record the 
fact that. some of our people throughout 
the country suffered more from the emer
gency men sent here for our assistance, 
notably from volunteers from this Same 
city which then derided and insulted us, 
than from the invading rebels. Were I 
to place upon record all the instances of 
plunder and spoliation by these trops sent 
me by sufferers throughout the county, it 
would, or should, cause these editors to 
blush with shame for their countrymen. 
A correspondent from Greencastle writes 
that they took chickens and whatever 
they could lay their thieving hands upon, 
saying that they had left their homes and 
corne here and had driven the rebels out 
of the State, and they were determined to 
have whatever they wanted, but when the 
sound of cannonading was heard in the 
direction of Williamsport, it was with 
difficulty their officers could prevent them 
from falling back to Chambersburg. 

But the appeal ~ent forth by our despoil
ed and suffering people was not treated 
everywhere as it was by a few of the New 

York newspapers. Early in the molring af
ter the fire-Sunday 31st-people from all 
parts of the surrounding country and the 
neighboring towns, poured into Chambers
burg. Many of these orought bread and 
other provisions. The entire population 
of the Cumberland Valley, even before the 
call of our citizens was issued. were moved 
by one common impul~e to hasten to our 
relief. When the people congregated in 
their houses of worship for religious serv
ice, their pastors dismissed them and sent 
them horne to gather and forward food to 
our suffering people. Bread and other 
provisions were gathered at various pla
ces along the railroad, and a special train 
sent from Harrisburg gathered up these 
much needed articles and brought them to 
our town. With that train on that memor
able Sabbath, carne large numbers of peo
ple from all points along the valley to see 
the ruins and to minister to our wants. 
'rhese scattered all over the town and 
looked with astonishment upon the ruin 
wrought. Visitors to the town, drawn 
here by curiosity, or to look after friends 
and relatives, came in large numbers 
throughout the ensuing week, and loud 
and bitter were the denunciations of the 
rebels. The entire newspaper press of the 
country, secular and religious, with the 
exception of two or three of the papers of 
the city of New York, expressed their 
sympathy with our suffering people, and 
relief was sent from Philadelphia and oth. 
er places. Th{\ immediate wants of the 
people were not only provided for, but 
provision had to be made for their assist
ance for the future. Provisions were not 
only needed, but clothing, hats, shoes and 
articles for housekeeping. These could 
only be had at exorbitant prices, and fp,w 
had the means to purchase them. Muslin 
that can now be purchased for six and 
eight cents per yard, then cost sixty to 
seventy-five cents, and everything else in 
proportion. Considp.rable help in some of 
these things was sent from abroad, and 
housekeeping was recommenced by some 
on a greatly reduced scale from their for
mer condition. Provisions were furnished 
daily for a week or two by the military 
commander of the district. The ware
house of Messrs. Wunderlich & Neacl was 
used for the storage of these articles, and 
committees of our citizens who had not 
suffered by the destruction of the town 
were appointed to receive and issue these 
to the people. Families were supplied ac
cording to the number of persons compris
ing them, or the number of de~titute tbey 
sheltered and fed. It was no unusual 
sight during these memorable days, to see 
some of our citizens who had previous to 
the fire lived in affluence, go day after 
day, basket in band, to draw food for 
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themselves and families, and many who 
were strangers to want before were then 
compelled to battle with poverty and be
gin the world anew. What little rilliet 
the government gave was quickly con
sumed by the exorbitant prices which pre
vailed, and hard struggling with penury 
marked the closing days of many whose 
previous life gave promise of ease and 
comfort. Many of the most aged of that 
day have gone to the grave, leaving their 
families to take up the bitter struggle they 
endured, and carry it on until the end of 
their days. The sad effects of the burning 
of Chambersburg shortened the days of 
many, and is yet being felt by widows and 
children. 

On Friday succeeding the destruction of 
the town, August 5th, the culmination of 
the panics which bad so frequently fallen 
upon us, was reached. During the inter
vening time sincd the fire, the rebels were 
reported to be hovering about the Poto
mac, threatening to return and complete 
the destruction of the town in retaliation 
for the kIlling of one or two of their num
ber here on their retreat here and along the 
road. On that day the report was made 
that they were coming. The railroad 
company placed a large train of cars at the 
disposal of the people, and all who desire!} 
to go away were permitted to do so. 
Nearly every person whose residence was 
destroyed, not already gone, and many 
whose homes were yet intact, fled to the 
depot. Many carried what little they had 
saved in the general destruction, and 
placed it in cars prepared for the purpose. 
'fhe people came bearing heavy burdens, 
panting onder the heat of the day and 
trembling with excitement. 'l'he cars 
were packed with a mass of frightened 
humanity. Many could not get seats. At 
Carlisle and Mechanicsburg some got out 
and remained with friends. AtHarrisbur~ 
they scattered, some went to Pittsburg and 
other places west, and others to Lancaster 
and Philadelphia and other places ea~t. 
Large numbers tarried in Harrisburg not 
knowing where to go. It is said that 
that night Chambersburg people were 
layin~ down for much needed rest upon 
the floor of the depot at that place, and all 
about that building. Families were scat
tered abroad, and weeks intervened in 
many cases before they came together 
again. The panic of that day was with
out cause. The rebels did not make the 
dreaded raid; and the few houses which 
had escaped the conflagration formed the 
nucleus for the Chambersburg of to.day. 
Bu~ the occurrences of what may be 

fitly called Chambersburg's "Black Fri
day," had their ludicrous as well as som
bre hues, which should not be entirely 
overlooked. Mrs. Ellen McLellan relates 

that during the hurry and excitement on 
that day, when people were trying to con
ceal from the expected rebels all their val
ulI;bles, whicJ;t they. cou}d not take away 
wlth them 1D thelr fltght, Mrs. Nixon 
came over to her house and said, "0, Mrs. 
McLellan, they say the rebels are coming 
back, and are not going to leave even a 
chicken coop; now if you have any things 
you want to hide, just bring them over to 
our house for we h.jlve 110 place to hide them 
where nobody would ever think of look
ing." Mrs. McLellan says she and her 
colored servant-a stout, beavy woman
gathered up their armsful of things and 
ran across to Mr. Nixon's with them and 
stored them away in the loft of a back 
building where Mrs. Nixon had already 
secreterl a number of articles. The only 
entrance to this loft was by a trap door, 
and it was not floored. When the colored 
woman, who had been sent up through 
this trap door into the loft to place the 
articies, had gotten through and was hur
riedly endeavoring to make her way 
down, her feet slipped and she sat down 
rather ungracefully on both sides of a joist, 
~nd wi th her ponderous feet brough t down 
nearly the whole ceiling, leaving all their 
valuables exposed to view. They had 
only to laugh at the occurrence and flee, 
leaving the articles to the foe should be 
come. 

Gradually the people regained tbeir ac
customed confidence, and began to return 
and prepare for the approaching winter. 
Places of business were hastily imprOVised. 
Private houses about the Market House 
and North Second street, which had es
caped the flames, were turned into shops 
and stores. Sheds and tempqrary places of 
bu!>iness were erected along Second street 
from Queen to King. The bank resumed 
business in the front room of the dwelling 
then occ1Jpied by Mr. D. K. Wunderlicb, 
but now by Dr. McLanaban,oll Second 
strl'et, near Queen, and subsequently in 
the Masonic Hall. The Post Office was 
kept by Mr. J. W. Deal in his residence 
on Second street, adjoining the property 
of Mr. Christian Fuller. Families who 
once occupied a whole house to themselves, 
had to be content with two or three rooms, 
and many with less. But in a year or 
two buildings were erected in rapid succes
sion. Mechanics from all parts gathered 
here, and all found ready employment. 
Wages and building material were high, 
and most of the buildings then erected were 
put up at great expense. Many persons 
who builded then involved themselves in
extricably in debt, and others are reaping 
the benefits of their enterprise. But the 
Chambersburg of to-dav, which arose from 
the ashes of the Chambersburg of the past, 
as is conceded by all, is the handsomest 
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town of the Cumberland Valley. If it has 
its equal anywhere in any town of its si7.e, 
east or west, I have never seen it. 

'1'he extent of destruction wrought by
the burniug of the town was ail follows: 
Beginning at the Preshyterian lecture 
room on the north, the fire swept every 
building on the west side of Main street, 
but four, up to Washington street-four 
squares; from King street on the north 
side of Main, every building up to Wash
ington-three squares; from the railroad 
on Third street to nearly the top of New 
England Hill-five squares-on both sides 
of the street, every buildinl! with a few 
exceptions; also a few buildings over the 
top of New England Hill; from the Mar
ket House down Queen street, both sides, 
to the Edge Tool Factory, and several 
buildings on Franklin street.; also several 
buildings on Second street, between Mar
ket and Queen. In addition to these other 
buildings standing away from the line of 
the fire were destroyed. Among these 
were the residence of Col. McClure, the 
barn of Mr. J. Eby, and the house of Mr. 
McIlvain. The total number of buildings 
was 537. Of these 266 were residences 
and places of business, and 271 barns, 
stables alld other outhouses of various 
kinds. As to the value of the real anll 
personal property destroyed, the amounts 
received by our citizens, and also the 
question of who is responsible tor the de
struction of our town. I leave these for the 
ensuing chapter. 

As previously stated, the rebels with
drew from our town about 11 o'clock. 
They proceeded westwardly by the Pitts
burg pike, crossed the mountaiu into the 
Great Cove, -and encamped over night at 
McConnellsburg. Averill's forces passed 
through town in pursuit about 2 P. M. 
'1'hey drove the enemy out of McConnells
burg on Sunday morning, pursuing them 
down the valley, and overtook them at 
Hancock just in time to save tbat town 
from destruction. McCausland had or
dered a levy upon the place of $30,000 
and in default of it he declared his inten
tion to burn the town. Col. Gilmore, to 
whom I am iudebted for this information, 
says that after consulting with General 
Bradley'!'. Johnston concerning this de
mand and threat, he brought illtO the 
town his command, and stationed two 
Illell at each house and store for their pro
tection. But before the order to set fire to 
the town was issued Averill appeared and 
the rebels fled. (Four Years in the Saddle, 
page 213). Col. Gilmore details the 
marches of these villains until they reach
ed Moorfield Valley, some time in August, 
where they were surprised one morning
by Averill's men dashing in among them. 
The Federals slyly captured McCausland's 

pickets, and before the rebels were fairly 
aroused trom their slumbers Averill's 
men were among them, cutting them 
down mercilessly to the cry of <. Remem
be?' Chambersburg!" "Remember Cham
bersbU1'g!" "Surrender, you house-burn
ing villain.s," and" ICill every -- one oj
them !" The vow made by these men as 
they rode through the Diamond and 
beheld the widespread ruin, was remem
bered and kept. Col. Gilmore admits, 
upon page 221 of his book, that McCaus
land's men 'Were greatly demoralized and 
unfitted Ifor vigorous resistance "because 
of the amoun t of plunder they were allow
ed to carry." That plunder, which in 
part insured their ruin, was taken from 
our houses auel stores. A chaplain of one 
of the regiments of Averill's command, a 
personal friend of the writer, informed me 
of the terrible retribution visited upon 
McCausland's command at Moorfield, anti 
how regardless of the cry, "We surren
der I" they were cut and shot down amid 
the cry of the Federal troopers," Cham
bersburg ! "Chambersburg!!" "Cham
bcrsbuT.q !!!" He also said that nearly 
every rebel had either strapped to his sad
dle or somewhere about him a package or 
bundle, containing women's and child
ren's clothing, stockings, caps, etc., while 
their pockets were filled with watches, 
jewelry and other articles of plunder. 

Such was the burning of Chambersburg, 
so far as the history of that fearful event 
can be written. But there is another his
tory of that event-a silent, secret, and un
written record, which cannot ever be told, 
for each family and person had an expe
rience which language can not portray. 
And it is with great reluctance that I now 
in conclusion reveal to my readers what 
occurred that never to be forgotten morn
ing, in my own humble home-an event 
which a sense of duty, as well as gratitnde 
to God, forbids me to withhold. On the 
morning of the fire, while the rebels were 
breaking open the doors of stores and 
shops, I was called to my breakfast, a 
neighbor oflering to take my place and 
call me when the enemy approached our 
store. As has beeu my custom for many 
years, I read a portiou of Scripture and 
knelt with my family in our morning 
prayer. Doubtless directed by the Holy 
Spirit, I opened at the 138th Psalm, and 
when I read the words: "Though I walk 
in the midst oj trouble, thou wilt revive 
me: thOt6 shalt stretch jorth thine hand 
against the W1'ath oj mine enemies, (I,nd 
thy right hand shall save me." I was im
pressed with its extreme appropriateness. 
A fullness of meaning seemed to be in the 
words I had never seen before, and a 
,trange and unaccountable, but very pre
cious sense of relief, of strength, of sup· 



,

I

iy 
I's 
m 

D
ts, 
IS
nd 
lse 
w
lin 
m 
ne 
a 

ne 
)ll 

~tl 
n
~d 
n
n
ly 
,d
r>r 
il
Ie 
'S, 

g, 
ot 
IS
n
d, 
e
y. 
iW 

9.t 
a
pt 
1e 
Ie 
re 
Id 
a 
Id 

Rem£1Z£sce1Zces of tlte War. 13 1 

port, stole into my heart, which stood by 
me throughout the terrible ordeal which 
followed. :Cesiring to remember the place 
I turned d?wn the leaf, knelt in prayer, 
ate a hurrIed breakfast-the last meal in 
that dear place, and then in a short time 
followed by my family, each one carrying 
some precious relic, we made our way 
through flame and smoke and burning 
buildings, and shouting, infuriated rebels, 
to the suburbs of the town and there look
ed upon the awful scene. In theevenillg, 
after the fire was over, Mr. Anthony Hol
Ier, then in our employ, came to me and 
told Die that he had saved part of my 
library. He said that remembering that 
I hall a valualJle library which I prized 
very much, he had taken a wheelbarrow 
and made his way by the lower end of our 
lot up to the house, and filling three small 
boxes with my books, started back by the 
same WrJ.y. When he was about halfway 
dOWll the lot, and directly under a grape 
arbor, he was compelled to leave it and flee 
to escape destruction. '),he Court House, 
Hall, hotels, and our store, and the stables 
and fences, were all on fire, and fearing 
that if he did not at once seek safety in 
flight he would be so hemmed in by fire as 
to be unable to escape, he dropped the 
wheelbarrow and fled. After the fire he 
went back to ascertain what had become 
of the books, and although everythillg 
combustible around was burned, the grape 
arbor and vines gone, the fences and out
buildings gone, and even the apples on the 
trees roasted and burned to a crisp, the 
wheelbarrow with its precious freight was 
safe. Upon being informed of this I 
inquired of him if he had savell my 

Bible't He at once conducted me to the 
residence of Mr. Christian Fuller, on Sec
ond street, where be resided, and where 
he bad taken them, and upon examininl!: 
the books I found my Bible with its turn
ed down leaf. Some of the books which 
were upon the tops of the boxes bore 
marks of the fire. 'rhe leather binding of 
one or two was burned tbrough, and one 
large book which was open and upon 
whicb flakes of fire had fallen, was burned 
and scorched through eight or tell leaves. 
My family that morning consisted of four 
persons, three of whom have since passed 
away, and I alone remain, but that Bible, 
with its turned down leaf as I turned it 
that morning, is still kept a'3 a valuable 
and precious treasure. 

Chambersburg was founded, according 
to the inscription upon the tombstone of 
its founder, Col. Benjamin Chambers, in 
the cemetery of the Falling Spring Pres
byterian church, A. D., 1764, and was 
burned in the centennial of its existence, 
A. D., 1864. '1'he beautiful country in the 
midst of whicb it stands was rescued from 
desolation by the thrift and industry of 
our fathers; the success ot the cause for 
which the rebels fought would have turn
ed the tide of its prosperity backwards to
wards its origi nal wilderness. '1'hat success 
was denied Ulem, and civilization antI 
morality and religion triumphedover bar
barism, immorality and oppression, antI 
in this consummation the burning of 
Chambersburg bore its part. It was part
of the price paid for the grand and glori
ous result finally achieved. '1'he question 
of responsibility will be considereu in my 
next chapter. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

RESPONSIBILITY ]o' OI~ TILE B URNING OF CIlAMBEHSBUltG. 

General Couch, the commander of the 
military district, as well as the peopJe of 
Cbambersburg, has been blan~e~ fo!, ihe 
destruction of the town. 'rhe InjustICe of 
tbis censure will be shown in this chapter. 

Apprehending that the greatest danger 
wbich would threaten his department, 
was from raiding parties across its south
ern border General Couch, shortly after 
the establi;hment of his headquarters in 
tbis place sei about making such prepa
tions as h~ could to meet them. He first 
urged upon the CItizens tbe necessity of 
forming organizations for home defense. 

These calls were promptly responded to 
and various companies formed . Tbe 
General then made application to the 'Val' 
Department, asking that the I?ersons thus 
organized might be armed, ul11formeu aJ?d 
enrolled by tbe government, so that lU 
case of tbeir capture they would be trea~etI 
as prisoners of war, and not summaflly
dealt witb as guerillas. This reques~ was 
denied. He tben proceeded to orgaDize a 
cavalry force for bord';!r defence from wbat 
was known as the "Six f'Iontbs'. M~n," 
and many enlisted in thiS o!,gaDlza~lOn. 
But tbis force was scarcely m readme s 
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for service before it was taken from his 
department and sent to tbe Army of the 
Potomac. General Couch next organized 
wlIat was designed to be tbe "Provost 
Regiment," for special service along the 
border, and in ashorttime twelve bundred 
men were enrolled, organized and equip. 
ped. Thtlse, too, were at once ordered 
elsewhere by the Secretary of War. Early 
in the summer of 1864, when the usual 
time 01 raids drew near, the General re
newed his request of the previous year for 
the enrollment and uniforming of the citi
zens, but was again refused. And during 
the month of July, when General Early 
was invading Maryland, and threatening 
this place, the General organized six regi
ments of one hundred day men who had 
responded to tlIe call of the Government 
fot' volunteers specially to meet the emer
gency, but they too were ordered to Wash
ington. These facts aregiven, not to cen
sure the general governmen t, for the safety 
of the National Capitol, then sorely men
aced, was of more importance than our 
border, but in justification of both the 
General commanding this district and the 
people as well. 

Our unpreparedness for the blow that 
was about to fall upon us, will fully appear 
in the fact, that during the time of the 
invasion of Maryland the "1hole available 
force in the Department did not exceed 
three hundred men; and at the time of 
McCausland's raid, when our town was 
laid in ashes, General Couch had but one 
hundred and thirty-five under his com
mand. Thus it will be seen that while 
we had a military department, well and 
ably officered, we were without troops, 
and that too at one of the most exposed 
and oftenest raided places, and in one of 
the most threatened periods. 

"But," it lIas been said, "why did not 
the citizens unite with the military, and 
drive the invaders away, or at least hold 
them in check until assistance could have 
been sent them r" The utmost that the 
town could have done would have been to 
have added probably four or five hundred 
persons to the one hundred and thirty-five 
soldiers here. These would have been the 
old and the young, and without organiza
tion or arms. The number of invaders is 
accurately known, for they were counted 
upon their retreat through St. Thomas. 
They nnmbered about 2,800. Of these 
eight hundred and thirty-one, as ascertai n
ed by actual count as they entered the 
town, came into the place and burned and 
plundered us. The remaining two thous
and, with six pieces of artillery, stood in 
line of battle upon the hills, a mile, or a 
mile and a half from the Diamond of the 
town, their guns so planted that the place 
was entirely at their mercy. Now what 

could five hundred undisciplined, unor
gani"-ed, and unarmed citizens. assisted by 
one hundred and thirty-one tried soldiers, 
with but two pieces ofartillery, accomplish 
against twenty-eight hundred veterans 
like McCausland's, with their battery of 
six pieces i' To have driven the invaders 
back, those hills west of the town must 
have been lIeld, or once in the enemy's 
possession, they must have been re-taken. 
'ro have succeeded in either would have 
required a force at least equal to that of 
the foe; and to have attempted either 
with the few persons here, would have 
been sheer madness. 

"But, were there not troops along the 
Potomac, who might have prevented this 
raid, or who might have been called upon 
to drive the invaders back jI" There were 
troops along the river, but they were 
needed there to prevent the crossing of 
larger bodies of the enemy who were con
stantly threatening to cross over. Besideil 
these troops were under the command of 
Generals Hunter and Crooks, and not at 
all subject to the orders of General Couch. 
That the troops failed to prevent the 
passage of McCausland's invaders, is for 
others to answer. Upon an extended line 
like that of our southern border, with so 
many fords to the river and lliding 
places among the vallt>ys by which they 
could stel\l upon us, it was exceedingly 
difficult to prevent .lCcasional raidS. 

Again it may be said, "Why did not 
General Couch stop the larlZe number of 
stragglers from Hunter's command, who 
passed through the town on the even
ing before the fire, and unite them with 
the troops he had and defend the place?" 
Those stragglers were bf1dly demoralized, 
and many of them without arms. But 
supp<'se that they had all been stopped and 
added to tht> few troops here, in connec
tion with the citizens, would any military 
man risk his reputation by saying that 
they would have acted wisely in atttlmpt
ing resistance? Besides this General 
Couch at that early hour in the evening 
had every reason to suppose that Averill, 
of whose proximity he was aware, would 
come on for our protection. 

"But what induced General Averill to 
encamp over night near Greencastle when 
he knew that McOa.usland was marching 
at that time upon Chambersburg ~ And 
why did he fail to respond to the repeated 
despatches sent him during the early 
evening and night by General Couch, in
forming him of the threatening situation, 
and urging him to come on at once i' 
And why did he, the next morning, 
march eastwardly away from Chambers
burg, and go all the way to Greenwood, 
nearly ten miles east of town, before he 
turned the head of his column toward us, 
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and that, too, with the evidence of the foe 
bere in the fact of the darkened heavens 
with tbe volume of smoke from our burn
ing town 1''' That General Averill could 
bave prevented the destruction of our 
town, had he come on here, is IJroven in 
the fact that at the mere rumor of his ap
Ilroach while the work of t.IestructioD was 
in full progress, the rebels withdrew from 
the town and left in haste; and when he 
approacbed McConnellsburg and subse
quently Hancock, they again fled before 
him. 

That General Couch did intend to witl1
sland the rebels had Averil come on, and 
that he did use every possible effort to 
have him come, will clearly appear in the 
following statements: Col. A. K. McClure, 
in Dr. I:3chneck's Burning of Chamber8
burg, page 8, says: "General Averill pos
sibly might have saved Chambersburg,
and I know that General Couch exhaust
ed himself to get Averill to fall back from 
Greencastle to this point." Col. '1'. B. 
Kennedy says that he was with General 
Couch at his headquarters during the 
whole night, until about 3 o'clook in the 
morning when he left town. 'l'he Gener
al was kept informed of the approach of 
the rebels and their progress toward town, 
by Lieut. McI,aDe, who with his company 
of cavalry fell back from before the ad
vancing foe all the way from Mercersburg 
to this place. And he was exceedingly
anxious to have Averill comeon here, and 
knowing that he was somewhere near 
Greencastle, he sent despatch after des
patch to him, but failed to get any reply; 
and it was only after he had entirely
abandoned all hope of getting him to come 
on that he left to escape capture. 

Two facts must be kept in mind, which 
will in part explain the reason why Aver
ill did not. respond to General Couch's 
request. General Averill was under 
orders from General Hunter and was not 
responsible to General Couch. He was 
also pressed by another lorce, which had 
entered Hagerstown and WIioS threatening
him from that direction; and it was prob
ably to prevent his being caught between 
that force and McCausland's that induced 
him to march ten miles eastwardly before 
he turned his column and came this way. 
But while not subject to the orders of 
General Couch, he was yet under obliga
tions to pay some attention to the pressing
despatches of the commander of the dis
trict in which he was. Military courtesy, 
to say nothing of the necessities of the 
~,would have required him to notice 
the despatches sent him. Why he failed 
in this particular will appear in the fol
lowing facts furnished by Thomas R. 
Bard, Esq., once a resident of this place,
but now an Attorney-at-Law in Calitor-

Dill.. Mr. Bard's statement is as follows: 
HUENEME, Ventura. co., Cal., ! 

February 14, 1884. S 
JACOB HOKE, E~., ChamlJel'sbuT[J, Penna., 

lJeal' :Sil': Complying with your request con
tained in your letter of the 4th inst., I contriu
ute for your use in preparing the "Reminiscen
ces of the 'Var, " designed to preserve in a 
permanent form many of the inci<lenta of the 
war in. and about Chambersburg, the following 
narratIve of event':!, in which I was a. partid
pant. 

Though I have no memorandum or document 
at haml which will in any way aid me, as a 
reference, these events were too full of import
:mce to me per~onally, and had too much to du 
in directing the course of my life, to be faded 
in my memory, but are as fresh now as if they 
had happened only a year ago. 

To the many readers of your Reminiscences, 
to whom I am unknown, it may be necessary, 
by way of introduction, to say that during the 
war I was a. resident of Hagerstown, Mary
land, and as one of the fil'm of D. Zeller & Co., 
was engaged in the bnsiness of Forwarding 
and Commission Merchants, and that being 
one of the organizers of a. secret political socie
tya.t that place, called the "Union League," 
designed for self-protection and aiding the (fflv
ernment in its terrific struggle for preservation 
of the Union, and very early incurred the ani
mosity of many of the people of that place 
who sympathized with the Southern secession
ists and rebels. 

I was also the representative at that place of 
the Cumberland Valley Railroad Company, act
ing in the capacity} but without the designation, 
of Assistant to tne Superintendent, charged 
with the transportation of troops and sup
plies-at that terminal point of the road. 
It was customary for me, as often as the rebel 
forces appea.red and occupied the town to 
leave Hagerstown in company with the Milita
ry telegraph operator, and to retreat up the 
valley by rail on a hand car. Frequently we 
were enabled by cuttin~ the wires and estab
lishing offices secretely in the woods and 
bushes, to receive and. communicate to the 
military authorities important intelligence 
concerning the movements of the rebel forces. 
We were of the opinion tha.t our capture by the 
rebels would be of importance to them, and 
rarely allowed ourselves to remain within their 
lines. 

TherE!fore the rebel forces having entered 
Hagerstown in the afternoon of July 29, 1864, I 
left that place on a hand car about 3 o'clock, 
and arrived at Greencastle late in the after
noon of that day. I learned there that another 
rebel force, said to consist of 3,000 cavalry with 
some artillery, under command of Genera.ls 
Bradley Johnson arid McCausland, had crossed 
the Potomac river at McCoy 's Ferry, and were 
marching in the direction of Mercersburg, 

This intelligence, to the best of my recollec
tion, was brought by one of the scouts under 
Lieut. McLa.ne, of the regular army, who was 
in command of a squad of cavalry, mounted 
on the training horses of Carlisle Barracks, 
and operating in that country as independent 
scouts. 

This intelligeI\ce~ I wa~ ipJormed at the time 
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by the telegrapl1 operators, D . C. Aughinbaugh 
and Dr. Fetterboff, was also communicated 
later in the evening to General Averill, who 
arrived at Greencastle about 8 o'clock P. M., 
from Hagerstown, with a force of about 2,500 
cavalry under his command. 

General Averill left three "orderlies" at the 
telegraph office to convey to Mm all messages 
that might be received for him, and encamped 
his troops in a grove distant about lY, miles 
north-east from Greencastle, and only 9y, 
miles from Cbambersburg. Late in the even
ing General Coucb, Commanding the Depart
ment of the Susquehanna, with headquarters 
at Chambersburg, sent a message to General 
Averill, which was promptly handed to one of 
the orderlies, who quickly mounted his horse 
and rode offin the direction of General A verill's 
camp. 

Blair Gilmore, the telegraph operator at 
Chambersburg, kept us informed constantly of 
all that was transpiring at that place, and of 
the movements of the rebel force. It is quite 
probable that I was informed l}y one of the 
operators as to the contents of the message 
from General Couch. At any rate, at the time I 
understood that General Couch informed Gen
eral Averill that the rebel forces were at or had 
lmssed Mercersburg, and were moving towanls 
Chambersburg, aml that being without ade
quate forces to check the movement, he inquir
ed whether Averill could be depended 011 for 
assistance. 

Later in the night two other messages were 
receivell from Gen. Couch for Gen. Averill and 
were promptly delivered to tbe orderlies. The 
last of these messages was received prob,Lbly 
about 3 o'clock on the m<jtning of Jnly 30. 
Tbose messages repo rted the rapid approach of 
the rebe1s and expressed grmtt anxiety to lean1 
if General Averill iutended to render assist
ance to Coucll for the tlefellse of Cbambers
burg. 

There had been 110 1'eply from General Aver
ill, and lea,rning that General Couch had made 
preparation for leaving Chambersburg, allll 
that in all probability tl1ecommunicatioliS witl1 
tbat place would be soon interrUl)tetl, I mount
ell a borse and hurriedly rOlle out to find Gen
eral Averill. On the road, about balf way to 
the camp, I lllet the orderlies riding leisurely 
towards Oreeneastle. In reply to lily inquiry 
if they hml delivered their messages. they said 
that General Averill could not be fOllnd, alld 
that they did not know wbat to llo with tbe 
messages. Hastily informing them of the hn
porrance of the dispatches, I took them in my 
own hands and telling them to follow me, I 
spurred my horse aml was soon at the grove. 

There was not a sentry or guard to h,tlt me. 
All was quiet. Tbel'e was not a sound save tbe 
champing of the foolling bQrses ; there were no 
lights or fires except the erubers where the mell 
had prepared their evening meal. I dasbed 
iuto the middle of the enca,mplIlent aml there 
found a solitary man to answer my inquiry: 
"Where is General Averill?" He could not 
tell me. An officer of a West Virginia regi
ment tben appeared and said it wonld be diffi
cult to find Geueral Averill, but offered to aill 
me in the search. While he prepared to mount 
his borse, tbe booming of a cannon was heard 
ill the direption of Chambersburg. Tho officer 

of the War. 

expressed surprise and asked "wl1at can tl1at 
be?" I told him it supplementetl the messa.
ges whieh I brought, ann indicated that 1.Ic
Causland had arrived at Chambersburg. 

'Ve rode hastily through the grove and soon 
fouml General Averill asleep by the side of a 
fence. On being awakened, he raised upon l1is 
elbow and heard theiuformation Ihad brought. 
I had handed him the telegrams, but as there 
was no light I told l1im what they contaiued, 
and informed him that they had been deliver
ed to his orderlies hours before. He made no 
reply and, as I thought, was about to turnover 
and go asleep. J.1-1inutes seemed hours to rue, 
and growing impatient I said to him: "Gener
al Averill if you wisl1 me to convey any an
swer to General Couch, I beg you to let me 
bave it quickly, for it is barely possible I can 
get back before telegraphic communications 
will be cut oft·." Witbout .rising to put his 
troops in motion, or without the slightest man
ifestation of interest in the condition of Gener
al Couch, or in the peril to which the loyal peo
ple of Chambersburg were exposed, he merely 
said: "Tell Couch I will be there iu the morn
ing." It was then, I think, about four o'clock, 
a . m. 

Returning to Greencastle, I fountl that al
ready the Chambersburg office was closed, hav
ing first reported that General Couch had all 
his miiitary forces and supplies on ears, and 
that tl1e rebel advance was about to enter tbe 
town. 

I then joined Lieut. Jones and a sqnad of 
McLane'S scouts, leaving Greencastle before 
llawn, and accompanied tbem as far ~tS Green · 
womlon tbe Gettysburg turnpike. On tbe way, 
the roatl being on the foot of the mountain ami 
commanding a vie\\' of the valley, after pass
ing some ore pits, I stopped in front of a hOllse 
and rmle up to the fence. Almost within my 
l'e,teh, but inside the fence, thm'e was a well, 
and two or three men ant! some WOUlen stood 
neal' by it. I asked them for a drink, of water 
but they made no of reI' to lmnll it to me and 
sullenly told rue to l1elp myself. 

After drinking, and baving noticed that they 
were greatly excited anll secme\l to be looking 
intently at the little military force which bad 
passed by, I remarke<1: "I guess you ,lrc not 
very 10Y,ll Union l)eople here?" One of the 
men answered: "Yon bet we ain't, and that is 
what the Chambersburg peol)le are getting for 
being 131ack Republicans," and pOinted in the 
direction of Chambersburg, where I saw, for 
tl1e first time, the dense column of black smoke 
whirling on its axi , erect and reaching up to 
the sky-it told me that I was homeless, and 
pernal)s all tbat I loved and cberisl1ed bad per
isbed nnder its awful shadow. 

It is not tbe l)rovince of the Annalist to re
cord his opinions or reflections concerning the 
events wl1ich be is narrating. But may tbis 
narrati \'e come to tbe notice of the Ilistm'iall, 
who in attempting to illustrate the patriotism 
of the citizens of the Republic during the war, 
and their fortitude and loyalty under tbe sever
est trials, cannot overlook the burning ofCb1LUl
bersburg and tbe sacrifices ofher peOl)le. Lethim 
not omit to trace out the causes which lell to 
the tlestruction of tbeir homes, but let bini be 
assured that posterity will expect him to as
sign some I'eason explaining wby there was 
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the~ with~elll from that loyal people the pro
tectl~U. whlrh thc. Governmeu~ is al ways bouud 
to .aftonl, a!ld whlCh at that dlsastrons time, as 
thIs u:uratlYC shows, could so casily IHwe been 
providl'd. 


Very truly yours, &c., 


Tn01HAS R. BAUD. 

Tbe reason why General Averill did not 
respond to ~be nrgent appeals of General 
Couc~, wblle not. plainly stated by Mr. 
Bard III tbe foregolllg paper, is yeti n ferra
ble, and the reader is left to his own con
clusions. Several corroborative statements 
as to Geueral Averill's condition have 
heen given me by reliable persons, but as 
they are not direct and the result of per
sonal knowledge, as is Mr. Bard's, but 
s~condary and ('ontaining information 
given. by some of Averill's officers, I do 
not give tbem here. Tbe facts they relate 
were freely spoken of immediately after 
the fire, and were the common talk of the 
people. 
I subjoin aletter from Rev. J. Milton Sny

der, a resident of Somerset county, Penn
sylvania, but at tbe time of the war re
siding with his. ~at?er, Jacob C. Snyder,
Esq., of the vlclmty of New Franklin 
some four miles soutb-east of this place:
Mr. Snyder's statement is as follows: 

MR. J. HOKE :-Sir :-W'hen Chambersbnrg 
was bnrned, that same morning at about!) or 
9.30 o'clock (may be 10) Gen. Averill's cavalry 
came f~om t,he direction of Greencastle by New 
Frankllll. They camped south-east of New 
Franklin in the woods on the farm now owned 
by Mr. Christian Lehman, to the right of the 
Walnnt Bottom road. Some few camped in 
my ~ather's field adjoining the grove. Geu. 
Avenll got the most of the oats fmcl hay used 
on that occasion to feed his horses from rather's 
barn. After resting awhile A verillleft pass
ing through New Guilford, and struck the pike 
at Greenwood. 'Vhen hel)aSsed by New Fmnk
]j~ t:he rebels were in Chambersburg, and I 
dl"tmctly remember that many of the soldiers 
were eager to march directly to that place and 
many were angry with their commander. 'The 
s~ok~ and flames were le<tping and rolling 
hIgh lD the heavens, shutting out the sun' and 
~ad Averill marched to Chambersburg at'once 
lllstead of eastwardly as he did, your beauti 
ful town would have been saved. I believe he 
is to blame for the destrnction of your town, 
but then a civilian does not know all the cir
cumstances ; but yet he has eyes to see the con
duct of public men." 

Thus it will be seen that owing to the 
danger which tbreatened tbe National 
Capital, and the consequent withdrawal 
of the troops raised in tbisvalleyforits de
fense, as well as tbe failure for a cause 
which he bas never yet explained of one 
Who could and should haye saved us to 
~me on to our rescue, our town was laid 
In ruins, our people made homeless and 
many so impoverisbed tbat their lives 

sil!ce bave been a. continual struggle for 
eXistence. 

But whatbas tbegovernment,for whose 
protection we were made to suffer, done 
III the way of compensatin~ us for our 
losses i' A short time after the fire a pub
lic meeting of our citizens was beld at 
wbich a committee of five persons, ~ho 
had not suffered by tbe destruction of the 
town, was appointed to. make a careful es
timate of the value of each property de
stroyed. That committee was composed
of the following persons viz: Wm. Mc
Lellan, Esq., C. M. Burnett, Rev. Josepb 
Clark, D. K. 'Wunderlicb and John Arm
strong, and the aggregate value as ascer
tained by them was $783,950. This was 
for the real estate only; the value of the 
personal property was not estimated by 
them. Inresponse to a call issued by Gover
nor Curtin the Legislature of the Rtate was 
convened in special session, and came in 
a body to our town to see for itself the ex
tent of the destruction, aCter wbicb tbe 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars was 
appropriated for our immediate relief 
'fhis money was placed at tbe disposal of 
the aforenamed committee, and was dis
tributed to the people, not pro rata accord
ing to tbe amount of tbeir losses, but ac
cording to their necessities. The action 
afterwards taken by the authorities 
of the State in relation to the losses 
the appropriations made, and the pres: 
ent shape of our claims, is set forth 
in tbe following concise manner by .Jobn 
M. McDowell, Esq., an attorney oflaw of 
this place: 

CiiAlIIBERSBURG, PA., July 19,1884. 
Mr. ,JACOB HOKE, DearSil' :-In compliance 

with your request I gh-e you a statement ofthe 
losses to property, real and personal, in Frank
lin county, resulting from the several raids 
and invasions by the rebels during the late war 
and the adjuuications thereof by the severai 
commissions apPointe!1 for that purpose. Our 
citizens s.nff~red in loss of property by the 
Stuart rmd III the fall of 1862, the Jenkins' 
raids, and Lee's invasion of 1863, and the Mc
Causland raid and burning of Chambersburg 
iu July, 1864. The first action taken by our 
State towards adjudica.ting and paying onr 
losses, was the passing of the Act of Assembly 
of J<'ebruary 15, 1866. This Act appropriated 
the sum of 500,000 to the suft"erers by the burn
ing of Chambersburg by McCausland on July 
30, 1864-the most dastardly and cowardly act 
of the war-to be paill pro rata on the losses to 
be ascertained and adjudicated by three com
missioners to be appointed by the Governor. 
The Governor appointed as said commissioners 
H. A. }lcAiister, Esq., of Bellefonte, Pa., Gen. 
Thomas J. Jordan and John Briggs, Esq., of 
Harrisburg, Pa. These three gentlemen enter
ed at once upon the discharge of their dUties, 
selecting as their clerk Col. John 1\1. Gilmore, 
of Chambersburg. 

The claims adjudicated by this commission 
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were for losses occasionoo wholly by the great 
fire of 1864. They examined each claim separ
ately, requiring evidence to prove the loss, 
other than that of the claimant himself. The 
total claims awarded by this commission were 
as follows: 

Real Estate. Personal Property. Total. 
$713,294.34....... $915,137.24.......$1,628,431.58 


The next step taken by our State was the 
Act of 9th April, 1868. Under this Act the 
Governor was to appoint "three disinterested 
persons" whose duty it was "to fully investi 
gate and adjudicate the claims of the citizens of 
the several connties or Franklin, Fulton, Bed
ford, York, Perry, Adams and Cumberland, 
for the amount of their losses in the late war, 
and to make report of same, under oath, to the 
A uditor General of this commonwealth." The 
Governor appointed D. W. Woods, of Miffiin 
county, Anthony T. Eby, of Lebanon county 
and M. T. Woods, on said commission. After 
a careful examination of the claims presented 
before them, these gentlemen reported, under 
oath, the total losses to citizens of Franklin 
county as $2,417,165.57. 

Besides this they found that the citizens of 
the other six bortler counties had sustained 
losses to the amount of $904,617.53. The next 
step taken by our State was by the Act of 22d 
May. 1871. This Act provided that "the claims 
of the citizens of the seven (above mentioned) 
counties, as adjudicated under the two aforesaid 
Acts, "be subjected to a careful revision by two 
commissioners in each county to be appointed 
by the Jndge of the Courts of Common Pleas of 
of said several counties," and that the Gover
nor should appOint competent counsel to rep
resent the government in the revision of said 
claims before the several commissions," and 
"that said commissions should re-examine and 
re-adjudicate all of said claims." These com
missioners were also to revise the claims for 
horses taken by our Government in the organ
ization of the Anderson Cavalry, as adj udicated 
by Col. D. O. Gehr and Samuel Reisher and for 
losses sustained at the hands of our own sold
iers dnring the war as adjUtlicated by 'V. H. Mc
Dowell and C. M. Burnett. 

Under this Ab our Court appointed as the 
commissioners of Franklin county, Samnel 
Garver and J. W. Donglas, Esqrs. The GOY' 
ernor appointed as counsel for the Government 
Thomas C. McDowell, Esq., of Harrisburg. 

This commission gave every claim a thor
ough revision and overhauling, reducing them 
when fonnd t{J be too high, and casting out all 
Hems of a doubtful or suspicions character. 
To the thoroughness of this revision the writer 
can testify, as he acted as clerk to this commis
lion and knows how carefully and conscien

tiously these gentlemen diu the work assigned 
them. During a short sickness of Mr. Garver, 
Mr. Jacob Pensinger acted, under appointment 
of the Court, in his stead. This commission 
reduced the total claims for losses to $2,471,
488.85, making an actual reduction in rebel 
losses of about $100,000. 

By the Act of 27th May, 1871, section 67
$300,000 was paid the citizens of Chambersburg 
upon their claims for losses by the great fire
thus making in all $800,000 to said sufterers
about fifty per cent of their claims-leaving yet 
unpaid 825,435.55. 

Thus you will see that the claims for losses 
by the Burning of Chambersburg have been ad
judicated, re·adjudicll.tedand re-re-adjudicated 
by commissioners appointed by the State, and all 
other claims for losses at the hands of the re
bels have been adiudicated and re-adjudicated, 
by said commission. 

Our claims have certainly been well exam
ined, thoroughly sifted and adjudicated. It now 
remains for the State to pay them all in full. 
It has partly paid the losses of the burning of 
Chambersburg. The losses outside the burn
ing are equally as fair, just and equitable as 
those occasioned by the great tire of 1864, and 
should be fully paid and provided for by ~ur , 
great and rich State. A trifle from ea.ch lU

habitant of this great commonwealth would 
pay all the claims in all the border counties in 
fnll ann yet this great State refuses to be just 
to its suffering citizens. It is the duty of the 
State to protect her citizens, aud if she fail in 
that she should pay and make good any losses 
occasioned by her failure to protect them, and 
her citizens have a good claim for damages 
against her. She could have protected UR and 
did not. Hence we think she is in duty bound 
now to remunerate those who lost by her neg· 
lect and failure even to try to protect them. 

Under the Act of 22 May 1871, the State is
sued to each claimant a certificate for the 
amount allowed in each claim in the following 
form: 

"This is to certify that .. . .. ... has on file in 
the office ofthe Auditor General, a duly approy
ed and registered claim for the sum of .... dol
lars, as adjudicated under the Act entitled 'An 
Act to authorize the liquidation of damages 
sustained by citizens of Pennsylvania during 
the late Rebellion, and payable only when sai.1 
claims shall be paid by the United States Go\'
ernment. In testimony whereof we have here
nnto set our hands and the seal of the State this 
. . .. day of . . .. A. D. 1871." 

Signed by the Governor and State Treasurer 
and countersigned by the Auditor General. 

Hoping that you can obtain from the foregoing 
t.he information (le8irOO, I am 

Yours, Truly, 
J. M. McDOWELL. 

http:825,435.55
http:904,617.53
http:2,417,165.57
http:1,628,431.58
http:915,137.24
http:713,294.34
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CHAPTER XV. 

LIST OF BUILDINGS DESTROYED. 

The following is a list of the buildings 
burned in Chambersburg on July ,~O, 1804. 
and the amount of the loss sustained by 
6.'tch owner, as ascertained by the commit
tee -Messrs. McLellan, Burnet, Clark. 
Wunderlich and Armstrong-appointed
for that purpose: 

SOUTH SIDE OF MARKE'l'. 

J abob WOllkill-Two story frame fron t and 
one story brick back building.................. $iOO 

Patrick Campbell's heir-'l'wo story brick 
tront and one story frame back building ,00 

Peter M'Gaftigan-Two story log front and 
one story brick back buildin!l".................. 600 

James C. Austin-Two story brick front 
and back building, new:.. ... .... ................... 5,000 

R. AURtln-Two story brick frontand back 

building and washhouse........................... 3,000


\Vm. H. M ' Dowell-Two story stoue front 
and brick back bnilding, wash house 
and bric'k stable.......................................... ',00)

James M. Brown-Two story stone front 

and brick back building, wash house ..' 

and frame stable........... ....... .... ................. :l,.,00


.Iacob Sellers-'l'wo stol'y L"ick front and 

fmme uack building, Lrick and fmlne 

slable and ice house................................... 4,000 


J. W. Douglas-One story frame front and 

hack: building ............................................ 600 


Mal'tin Brown-One and a-halfstory frame 

fl"Ont anll one story log back buildJng..... 1,000


J. Allisou <I< Jas. C. Eyster-'l'wo story log

[rout. ('ased with brick) and one aud 

a-half story lo" back bUlldl ng.................. 1,003


JII,·s••To'·dll.!i-T~·o story brick frout and _ 

back building............................................. 0,000 


L. k. Clark-Two story frame front, t,~o 
stOlT Lack building and frame stable...... 1,200

C. M. '])llncan-'l'wo story bri~k front and 

~t~b~~tl.~~~.i.~~g:.~~·~.~.~.~.~.~.~~.c.e.~~~.:~:~.,.~~~ 2,000 
~~dlLl'llld Culbertson-'l'wostory brickfl"Ont 


and ba('k building, brick law office, alld 

two story stolle Lam ................................... n,OOO 


Mrs. Bard-Two story brickfronta.nd unck 
bUilding, two stor,Y brick law olbce, and . 
row frame law oth,'!'s ......... ........................ G,5flO 

Gehr & Denny-'l'hree story brick fl'Ont 
and two story uack building, one three 
sto,·y b"ick fl'Ont and one t.wo story front 
building....................................................... 5,500 

C. JI.I. ]Juncan-TII"ee story bt'ick frontand 
iJack building three story L",ck arcade 
two two story 'brick st...'1.blcs, aud one two 
Rt.()}·y fmme stable..................... , ................ 15,000 

Aug. 	 Duncan-Three story brIck front 1500 
building ...................................................... , 

lJen,'y Monks-'l'hree story Lrick front 

E~~:.~~~l~i~;;j)·iiibai:;g·h.:::Tili:ee·;;iO;:y ..iirick 1,~ 
front building................. ............................ 1,.50


Ill'. Wm. H. Boyle-'l'hree story brickfrout 
lllliiding..................................... : ............. ... 2,000 

Mar? ~i1lan-Three story brIck frout 1,500 

·r.hJ.'\~'t~i~i~t,:::.;riil:ee..sioi:y·ii~ick··ji.oi~i:·aild 
nne story back building............................. I,SOO 

x,UlluelF. Greenawalt-Two story brick 
fJ'Ollt and back building, frame wash 

~lt~tt~~: ...~.~·:.~·.~ .. ~~~~~~~.~...~~~:~~ ..~~~...~I~~~~.: 3,000 

A. H. 1IlcCulloh-Twostory brickfrontaud 
back building, stone stable....................... 2,000 

Re\'. 1IIr. Nelsou--Two story brick frout 
and back uuildlug, frame bulldiug and 
stoue stable............. .......... ........................... 2,O()O

John P. CUlbertson-Three t.wo storybrlck
front and one back !.>njjdlng a.ud wash 
house ........................................................... 5,OCO 

Mrs. Riddle-Two story brick front. and 
back building, wash house and frame 
stable ........................................................... 3,500 

K 	 Flnefrock-'l'wo story front and back 
buildlllg, brick wash house, f.-arne wash 
house aud frame stable.............................. 2,000 

W. 	F. Eyster & Bro-Foundry-Two two 
story urick front and back builCl ings and 
stah Ie ......... .. ............ ............ ...... ..... ....... ...... 4,000 

Uobert E. Tolbert-Two story Lrick /i'ont 
and back building and brick stable......... 2,OtlO 

lIIatthew Gillan's h('lr8-'1'wo three story
brick fronts and two two story back 
buildings, log house, wash house and 
brick stable................................................ G,OOO 

Alex. Frit7~'l'wo story Lrlck fron1.and one 
story frame and Jog back build Ing............ 1,000

Mrs. Frederick Hrnith-'l'wo story brIck 
f"ont and baek building............................. 1,200 

John Burkbolder's helr8-'I'wo story brick 
front and back building and log barn..... 2,000 

Hunter Uobison-Two story brick front 
and io" back l)uilding and log stable...... 1,200 

Jacob B:'Miller-Two story brick building 400 
John Bigley-One and a-half story Jrame 

and two one Rtm"), log buildings............... roo 
Thomas Cook-Two story log front and two 

one story frame back buildings........ ...... 600 
Nathan Pierce-Two story Jug front (rougb

cased) and two story brJck bRCk building 
and wash hOll"C .......................................... 1,000 

"Harnet WOlff-Two story f"arne bnilding... 60u 
J. lIf. WOlfkill-1'wo story urick front and 

two two story back lmlidingR.................. 2,500 
Jacob, 'bafe"-Two story brick frollt and 

one story bri('k l)ack bllilding and frallle 
shop.............................................................. I,OOU 

Richard Woods-Two story brick front aud 
one and a-half story tog back: bu,ld,ng SUO 
and brick wllsh hOu8e .............................. . 

John J(iug-TwO stOl'Y log and one stOl'Y 
brick bllilding............................................ 40.1 

Christ.. Pisle-'l'wo slory u"ick Luildiug..... 500 
Mrs. Elizabeth ktoufle,'-'l'wo stor~ bl'lc'l< 

front and olle story brick baek blllldlllg.. 1,800 

Andrew Ballke"-Une SLo,'y ul'I('k shop, , 


two story bri('k hOllse aud "·ame. bar'l. ... :1,000

Mrs. Butle"-Two story log bulldlllg alld 

frame staLle................ ................. ......... ...... 400 

Mary Uapp-'l'w() story log Luildln!:'.,....... 4tJO 

James Nill'sheirs-Two stor y brick tront 5IlU 


J~~';~hSl~~i;ll::..:T\Vo··;;ior;: ..bi·ick.···an(i.'··oiie 
story fmille building............ ..................... 1,000 

NORTH SIDE MARKET STREET. 

C. Stont-Two two story log buildings and 

k~~~l ~I:a~dt=i\\:o·;;iO;:y·ii;:i(:k·iii:iiidi·i;g ~~ 
John M. McDowell-'l'wo "!,ory brlek fron!, 

and one stOlT back bulldlllg, two stors 
brick front b'ullding, log and frame barn 
hog pen and wagon maker shop and, _ 
blacksmi til sbop aud hay s~les ............... 3,.j()()

Daniel Trostle-Two story brIck f~ont and 
back building, and two story bt',ek barn 1,5OtJ 

1111'S. ltru!ebaugh-8tone aud fmille barn... SUO 

http:brickfronta.nd
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Mrs. J os. Chambers-Two story brick fron t 
and back building and brick stable........ 5,500 

Geo. W. Brewer-'rwo story brick front and 
back buUdl ng, two story brick otllce, 
spring and smDke house, brick and stone 
barn.............................................................. 5,500

Mrs. Jacob Smith-Log stable..................... 100 

John Miller (lnn-keeper)-Two story brick 

front and baCk: building, two story brick 
hotel, wash house, 1 brick and two frame 
stables, brick wagon maker and black
smith shops................................................. 8,000 

John 1:1. Cook-Two story stone (rough
cased) and two story frame bulldlngs,
bark bouse and grinding mill, bark shed 
a.nd brick stable......................................... 5,000 

C. W. Eyster-Two three story brick mi1ls 
and two story brick building................... 15,000 

Lambert & Huber-Foul' story stone and 
frame paper mill and steam house........... ]5,000 

C. 	W. Eyster-'rwo story brick front and 
back buildinlf, and brick stable................. 3,000 

R. M. Shlllito-!'wo story brick building... 1,500 
James King-'l'wo story brick building,

frame shop ancl shee1.. ............................... 1,200 
Peter Brough-Three story brick frontand 

one story back building. (unfinished) ...... 3,000 
John Noel-'I'hree story stone front and 

back building and stone stable................. 8,' 00 

Court House-'l'hree story bt·ick .................. 45,OUU 

Engine House-'rwlol story brick.................. 1,000 

0 . O. Gebr-Two story brick front and 

back building, smoke house, brick stable 
fmme wagon shed...................................... 5,500 

B. 	\<'. Nead--'l'wo story brick: front and 
back building, spring and smoke house, 
brick stable.................................................. 5,000 

A , D. Kauffman-Three story brick front 
and back building, and log stable............ 4,000 

Mrs. GoettJnan--'l'wo story brick front and 
back building, two story log frout(rougb
cased) and brick back building, bake 
ilouse, brick wasb Ilouse, brick stable...... 5,500 

Peitl'er's helrs-'rwo story stone honse, 
f1-ame smith shop, two story frame shop, 
one and a-half story frame front and one 
story brick back building, f1-ame stable 2,000 

'1'. B. Kennedy-Two story brick front and 
back building, smoke and wash house ... 8,000 

Rev. B. H. Schneck-Two story stone front 
and brick back building and wash house 3,000 

Levi Humelshine-Two story logfrontand
frame back building and frame shed...... 000 

Samuel Etter-Two story brick front and 
back building, and frame bake house ...... 3,000 

Rev. N. Schlosser-Two story logfrontand
frame back building and shed.................. 1,000 

Sebastian Eckert-Two story stone front 
and brick back building........................... 1,000 

WEST SIDE MAIN TO SQ,UARE. 

Benj. Chambers-'l'wo story brick cottage
and two story brick back building........... 5,00)

William O. Heed-'l'wo story brick ii'ont 
and back building, and frame and bricl< 
stable................................................... ......... 5,OCO 

Mrs. C. Snyder-Two story brick front and 
back buildln~ ...................... ....................... 3,000 

Allen Smith-'I wo story brick front and 
back buildin~, small frame stable............ 1,600 

Christian J<'lacK-Two story log and weath
erboarded front and one story frame back 
building, small frame stable..................... 1,000 

Jno. Schollclg--'rwo story log weather
boarded front and one story back bulld
ingbbrick sbop and small frame stable... 1,000 

Matt ew P. WelSh-Two story brick front 
'~nd back building, brick wash house ...... 2,500 

Christian Stouffer (Machinist)-Two story
brick front and back building, fl'llme 
stable..... ................... .......... ...... .................. 3,000 

Geo. Chambers' residence-Two story
brick front a.nd back bullding, one story
brick smokehouse, two story stone stable 7,000 

George Chambers (Semlnary)-Threestory 
stone front and three story stone and 
brick back bulldlng, smoke house ........... 5,000 

George Chambers (Mlliinery Shop)-Two 

story brick frollt and back bllildin~ ......... 2,000 

A. J. Miller-Two story stolle frOllt and 

brick back bu i1dine:, one story brick back 
building, wash "uil smoke hOusQ ............ 4,500 

James Watson-Two story brick front and 
back building............... .............................. 4,500 

R. Austin-Two story brick front and two 
story brick back building.......................... 2,500 

EAST SIDE MAIN F'ROM SQ,UARE '1'0 KING. 
j;'ranklin Hall-Three story brick buildingID,OOO
Jacob Hoke.-'rwo story bricktfront and 

two story brick back building and f.-ame 
stable. .......................................................... 5,500 

Dr. Langheim.-Two story llrickfront, two 
frame back building and frame stable.... 3.000 

Widow Montgomery (Hote1.)--'J'hl·ee story
brick front and two story brick back 
building, two story stone frollt and two 
st.ory brick back building and brick 
slabl('............................................................ 9,000 

Dan iel 'l'ro~tlc .-'!'wo story Urick and stone 
front anel tlnee two story st.one back 
lluildings. lot of sheds ami stone st.able ... 7,000 

Ru~an Chambers.-One story brick shop, 
two story brick mansion and stone stable 2,500 

A. P . F,·ey.-Two story frame and log front 
and one 8tOl'y brick back building, two 
slory brick shop, Coachmaker shed and 
blacksmith shop and log stable................ :1,000 

A. H. HIIII.-'rwo story brick front and one 
story back building and frame wash 
houxe ............................................................ 2,000 

1111'S. Geo. Goettman.-Twostory 101l(weath
erboard) brick back building ana frame 
sbop.............................................................. 1,200 

WES'!' SIDE OF MAIN, FROM S(~UARE TO 
W ASHING'rON. 

Chambersburg 	 Bank.-Two story brick 

front !md back building, smoke aud wash 


MII~~UG~j~~?~.=;jo'\v.o.stO.,:Y .. b;:ick.fi.o;;.t..';:I:;d 8,000 
back buildiug and two frame shops......... 5,500 


Jacob B. Miller.-Two story frame front 
(brick cased) and story back, coal sbed, 
stove shed and frame st<'1,ble...................... 3,000 

Dr. Richards.-Two story brick front and 
back building, smoke house, stable...... .. . 5,500 

Cbristian Burkhart.-Three story brick 
front and back bullding,frame ice house, 
stable. ........................................................... 4,500 

John M. Cooper.-Three story brick front, 
three story brick back and two story
brick back building, stone stable, &c ....... 15,000 

James L. Black.-Two story brick front 
and back building, spring house, stable.. 5,000 

Dr. James. Hamilton.-Three story brick 
front and back building, and sl.c'1.bles.. ...... 7,000 

Jobn A. Grove.-F'rame sbop....................... 250 
Jacob Hutton.-Three story brick front 

and two two-story brick buildings, wash 
and smoke houses.................................... 4,500 

John McClintock.-Two story brick front 
"nd back building, haLtet· shop and 
smoke house................................................ 3,500 

Lewis ~hoemaker.-Two tory brick front 
and back building, store room, bake 
house and ice house................................... 4,200 

Samuel Greeuawalt.-Two story brick 
front and back buildings, and frame shed 5,500 

J. 	Allison Eyster-Two 8tory brick front 
and one and a half story back building... 5,O~O 

J . 	Allison Eyster-Two story brick front 
and one story brick back building........... 1,500 

.J. Allison Eyster-Three story brick front 
and two two-story back buildings, and 
brick stable.... ........... ............................ .. ..... 5,000 

'vVm. Heyser's heirs-Two story brick front 
and back buildings, bt1ck bake and 
smokc house, and brick stable...... .. .......... 5,500 

Rev. ~. R. J<'isbcr-Brick stable................... 500 
Geo. Lehner-Lo~ stable.............................. 400 
George Ludwig-rwo story brick front and 

four two-story and one one and a half 
story brick back buildings, ft-ame sbed, 000 
and one story brick bake house................ 7, 
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Charles F'. Miller-Two story brick front 
and back building. brick wash hou'e ...... ~.500 

Adam 'Volff-Two story fmme and brick 
front and fmme sbed ..... ............................ 1.200 

John F'orbes-'.Pwo story log front and one 
story brick buck bnilding. frame wash 
and smoke hOuRe ........................................ 2.000 

Jobn Dittman-Two story brick front and 
buck building............................................. 2.000 

Joseph Deckelmuyer-Two story brick 
front and back building. one story
bakery.. .......... ............... ........... .... ......... ...... 3.000 

Samuel OtL-Two two-story brick front 
and one two-story brick buck btlilding... 4.000 

B. Radenbaugh-One story frame sbop...... 1.;0 
Samuel OtL-One story frame sbop............. 200 
B. 	 Radcnbaugh-Two story brick frout 

building ...................................................... 600 

BAST SIDE OF MAIN, FROM W ASHINOTON 
TOSQ,UARE. 

F. Spain-Two story brick front and back 
building....................................................... 2.;;00 

Miss Het.rick::-~wo story.brick front and 
one stolY bllck back blllrdll1g .................. 1.500 

John A. Lehmaster-Two story brick front 
and back bulldin.!l" and frame shed .......... 1.-500 

Aug. Reineman-'nvo story brick front 
and buildings............................................. 2.500 

Samuel M. Perry-Two story brick front 
and back building...................................... 2.000 

Daniel L. Taylor-Two story log (weather
boarded) front and frame buck building.. 1•.500 

John W. Taylor-Two story brick front 
and back building. wash and smoke 
housetstable. shcd and hay scales.. ......... 7.000 

George udwig-Two story brick.frontand 
back building. tin shop. fmme sheds. 
brick stable..................................... ............ 4.000 

H. 	H. Hutz-Two st.ory brick front and 
back building, wash and smoke house. 
and 1)I'ick stable.......................................... 6.500 

Dan iel Reishel'-Two and a hal [story brick 
front and two story back building. frame 
ltitchcn. wasil smoke and bake housc 
and stable .................................................... 4.-500 

l\lichael Kuss-Two story brick front and 
back building. wasil house and stonc 
stable ........................................................... 2.500 

Isaac Hutton-Two story brick front and 
two story brick back bnilding. wood and 
''lash house. back sbop and stone stable 4,UOO 

John P. Cnlbertson-One story frame front 
and two frame back sbops........................ 800 

Dr. John LamberL-Two story brick front 
and two story back building. brick sta
ble and carriage house ............................. . . ).500

Mrs. R. Fisher-Two story brick front 
bnilding ....................................... .............. -5.000 

William Wallace (Hotel)-Three story
brick front aud three story backbnlldlng
and wash house ................... .. ..................... 9.000 

Daniel Relsher-Two story brick frontand 
two two story back bnildings and brick 
stable .................... ......... ........................ .. .... 6.000 

J. 	Allison Eyster (Nixon's)-Two story
brick front and two two story back bUild
ings. brick shed and two story briek 
shop............ ........ .............. .... ... ........ ....... ...... 4,-500 

James Eyster-Two story brick front and 
two story back huilding and brick stable 4.500 

Eyster & Bro-Two story stone front. brick 
back building and kitchen ....... ................ 5.500 

Eyster & Brn-Three story brick front. 
warehouse. brick stable......A ................... lO.ooo 

Brand & }<'lack-Two story stone front and 
brick back building. brick warehouse..... 6.-500 

A . . J. White-Two story stone front and 
brick back building and kitchen.............. 4.500 

Hiram White-Three story brick frontan<1 
back building and kitchen ........................ 7•.500 

John Jeffries-Two story stone front unci 
brick back building. brlcl, wash house 
and frame stables....................................... 3.000 

A. B. Hamilton-Two story stone front and 
frame and brick back huildings. frame 
wash house. brick stable........ .................. 6.000 

Mansion House-Tilree story brick front 
and two story brick back buildings and 
stone stable................................................ lO.(I()., 

AcademY-Two story brick.......................... 4.U~O 

Q,HEE SOUTH !:lIDE. 
John W. Heges-Two story brick frontand 

back building and wash house................. 4,000 
" 'm. Cunnlngham-'.Pwo story brick front 

and back bUilding, wasil house and gran
ary ................................................... ........... 3.000 

John Mull-Two story brick front and 
back building............................................. 2.0l0 

J. 	'.P . HoskinRon-Two story brick front 
and back building...................................... 2.200 

Jacob F'lindcl'-Two story frame front and 
one story back building.................... ......... SUO 

Jacob Flinder-Two story frame front and 
one story back building and stable......... ,00 

''1m. Wallace-Two story brlclt front and 
back building. wash house and wood 
work of spring house ................................. 4.000 

Mrs. John Lindsey-Two story brick front 
and back bUIlding...... .... ...... .... ...... ............ 2.-500 

Banard 'Volff-Two two stOI'y brick front 
and back buildings. one story frame 
kitchen. wash house. warehouse. /i'ame
butcher shop. frame carriage house. one 
story brick stable .................. .................. ... 7,500 


J. 	Allison Eyster-Two story brick Jrout 
and back building...................................... 2.200 

Mrs. Blood-Two story brick front and two 
two story brick back buildings................. 1.800 

Mrs. Clark-Two story brick front and 
back building............ ...... .......................... 1.800 

Mrs. R. Fisher-Two story brick front and 
back building............................................. 2.000 

Mr . Sarah Stevenson-Two story brick 
front and one back bnllding. wash and 
smoke house.............. ...... ... ........................ 2.UOO 

Jno. D. Grier-Two story brick front and 
back building.. ................................. : ......... 4.500 

lIh·s. Susan Nixon-Two story brick frunt 
and one story back b uiJdiug... ........... : ...... 1.800 

Robert Davis-Two tory briel, building... 2.0UO 
John Cree-Two story bri('k front and 

back building wash and smoke house ... 2.500 
Samuell\iyet·~-Two storv brick front. one 

I,wo and a-hair and one two story back 
building .. ..... ................... . ........................... 3.200 

1\1rs. Thompson-Two story log building... fAA! 
Mrs. Geo. l::i. Eyster-Two story brick front 

'lnd back building..................................... 2.iiOO 
Andrew Banker-Two Atory log fronl, and 

back building (rough ca~cd) and smoke 
house ............... ...... ................................ ...... 1.-500 

QUEEN-NORTH SIDE. 

Huber & Co-Edge tool factory- Fine one 
story hrick and 01lE' frame building......... 3,500 
Brick blacksmith shop.. ................ ............ 600 

Baptist Church-Brick three story.............. 3.fAlO 
Geo Ludwig (Brewery)-Two story stone 

front and back building. two story brick 
back building one story otlice and en

_.$ine housc frame stable, two story shed.. 8.000 
widow Grove of \Vm-'.Pwo story frame 

front and back building. brIck smoke 
house ............................................ ................. 1.-500 

Thomas Carlisle-Two story brick froat 
building and two story frame front buiJd

Kl~8iirie;s· ..Hei;:s:::.T;,;O ..s.toi-y".j);.i.ck..frO;;t 3.000 
and two story frame back buIlding. two 
story log and brick frout and two story
brick back building................... ".............. 4.000 

Widow Grove of Alex-Two story frame 

f;g:;ie~~~~~e ~~bfe~~~~.~~.i.~~.i.'~.~:~.~~~~ 1.200 
Jno Huber-Two story brick front bullding

and brick kitchen ft'amc stahle ............... 2.000 
H. Slerer-Two story frame front and buck 

building. two story frame wareroom. 
stone stable. shed. one story l<:itchen ad
joining Stevenson·s................................... 3.000 

Thomas Carlisle-Two story brick front 
and two story back bulldings.................... 2.500 

http:s.toi-y".j);.i.ck
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\>Vm. Wallace-TIII'e" threo story brick 
front huildlngs and' hrce t wo ~tory briel, 
back building, two oncstor.\' f1'ame shops
and two al1(1 a half story briele stahle...... 8,'ll0 

Nicholas Snyder-Two Rlory brick front 
and back bnildings, two fmmc wash 
houses and framo stable............................. 2,;;UO 

Dr. S. D. Culbertson-'l'wo and a half story
brick front. and I wo story brici, back 
building, brick spring house, and brielt 
sl>~ble ...................................... ...................... ·J,OUO 

Mrs, Brand-Roof ~lightly damaged.......... .. 

J. p. Culbertson-Twostorybriekfrontand

hack building, smoke and spring house, 
aud stable.................................... ................. J,5OO 

SECOND STREET. 
P. 	 Henry Peiper-New two stol'y ft-ante 

sl>tble ............................................................ 1,900 
Assoeiate Reformed Church-Olle stot·y

bL'ick building, with end gallery.............. 3,000 
Renj. 	 Rhodes-'l'wo story log frollt and 

one story brick back buildIng............ I,200 
J. Allison Eyster-One story log shop......... 100 
Charles Croflr-One and a half story log

building and frame kitcben...................... 800 
John P. Keefer-Two story brick building

and frame kit<;hen ......... ............................. 1,500 
John Reasner-One story log bakery and 

frame corn crilL........................................ 1:)0 
Jacob ::;. Brown-Roof and upper floor of 

front and back building............................. 500 
John Doebler-Two slory brick front and 

two story back building............................. 2,000 
Holmes CraWford-Two story brick front 

and two story back building..................... 3,000 
Samuel Armstrong-Two story briel, front 

and back building, kitchon, slable and 
frame shed................................................... 4,000 

Aug. Heincman-Two one story frame 
shops ........................................................... . 

.FRANKLIN. 

Martin Cole-Two story brick front and 
back, and two story log building", and 

wash housc............................................... 1,51)0
Philip Evans-Two story briele fronl and 

onc story framc back building.................. 1,200 

WOLFSTOWN. 
])1'. A. H. I:;enscny-Two story log build-

i llgS .............. ................................... . ...... ...... 21JO 
N. Uglow-Three onc story log bnildings... 2iiU 

WATER. 
Geo. Kindline-One and a balfstol'y bri('k

wagonmaker and black!';mith shop, one 
brIck stable....................................... ...... ...... SOU 

Af.LEY. 
Widow Palmcr-Frame stable..................... 1:)0 
Nicholas Garwick-Frame stable............... IOU 

IIenry Greenawallr-Brick s[,'ble................ 300 


KING. 

Gcorge Chambers-Three two-story bride 

front and one one-slory brkk back: build-
i Ilg ....... . ......... ........ ...................................... 2,5(X)


Upton Waslmbau!(h-Two story frame frOllt 
ami brick back building, stonc bl'ewery,
briele granary wagou shcd, lwo brick 
stables and frame shed .............................. 8,000 

Conrad Hurman--Stone and framc butcber 
shop and d welli ng, fmme slable............... 81>0 

A. K. M'Clure-House and barll.. ................ 9,500 

Jacob Eby-]:larn............................................ 2,500 

Andrew M'Elwuine-Housc ........................ {OO 


CHAPTER XVI. 

CAUGHT WITHIN '],HE CONFEDERATE LINES, AND WHAT CAllIE OF IT. 

On Monday, July 6th, when the retreat 
of the Confederate army was certainly 
known in our town, a large number of our 
citizens started to Gettysburg, and others 
to Hagerstown. The persons going to the 
latter place expected to witness a battle at 
the cro;;sing of the Potomac. After walk
ing from Chambersburg to Middletown at 
the State Line, where they remained over 
night, the following persons resumed 
their journey to Hagerstown along the 
Cumberland Valley Railroad, viz ;-Dr. 
James Hamilton, his brother, A. B . Ham
ilton, John P. Culbertson, Dr. George R . 
Kaufman, Jacob N. Snider, Allen C. Mc
Grath, Charles Kinsler, 'l'homas H. Mc
Dowell, George S. Heck, J. Winter Tri. 
tIe, Levi D. C. Houser, J. Porter Brown, 
D . M. Eiker, and Rev. Charles Steck. 
When passing through the deep cut along 
the railroad, a short distance this side of 
Hagerstown, the party overtook two rebel 
soldiers who had been out in the country 
foraging. One of them carried in bis band 

a tin bucket in wbich he had sausage and 
butter. Mr. 'rritle took the musket from 
one of them and proposed to break it, but 
was prevented by his companions, who 
told him that they might get into trouble 
by doing so. At length the musket was 
returned to the soldier, and they were per
mitted to go on into Hagerstown. Arriv
ing at that point on the railroad where 
the Western Maryland railrolld crosses the 
track of the Cumberland Valley, the par
ty stopped and held a consultation. They 
did not know whether Hagerstown was in 
possession of Federals or Confederates. At 
length Messrs.. Steck, Tritle and A. B. 
Hamilton propoEed to go on into the town 
and if all was right and it was safe to en
ter, they would come back and show them
selves upon a hill near the cemetery with
in sight. After waiting a while and the 
party not appearing upon the hill, Mr. 
Houser proposed that be would go forward 
and reconnoitre. When be entered with
in the limits of the town be found it in 
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po~e~sion of the rel!eh;. Tile streets were 
tilleu with army wagon~ and the pave
ments crowueu with soldier:;. Tbings be
gan to assume an unhealthy appearance, 
l~nu wilen be reached the Hounu House 
belonging to tbe railroau company he met 
a woman witb whom he bau some ac
quaintance, anu wbile conversing with 
lJer be saw bis companions coming arounu 
the corner in the roau escorted by a guard. 
They had waited but a short time after 
Houser started, and uetermined to proceed, 
but had not gone far before they ran 
against a lot of rebels. among wbom were 
tlJe two they had stopped out on the road. 
'¥hen Houser saw that his comrades were 
prisoners, he gave a gum blanket !lnd bav
ersack, which he had brought with bim. 
to this woman to keep for him amI went 
back to his party, supposing that the two 
they had stopped woulu not recognize him. 
In this he was mistaken, and he was at 
once placed under arrest and compelled to 
fall in at the rear. He told the guard that 
they bad mistaken their man. that he was 
a citizen of the place, and did not like to 
be marched through the street, and be rec
ognized and laughed at, but they would 
not let bim go. 'l'hey were first taken to 
the front of Doyle's hotel, and sat there 
for a while, wilen they were again put 
upon their feet and taken to the Washing
ton hotel, where the guard inquired for 
the Provost Marshal. 'rhe o1Uce of this 
person was directly opposite the hotel, and 
when they crossed the street and halted 
before the office, Houser left the rear and 
went to the front, and motioning to Sni
der, they walked away and were soon lost 
sight of in the crowd. After proceeding 
a short distance they crossed the street be
tween the wagons, and proceeded towards 
the residence of Mr. Lewis Heist, a for
mer resident of this place, but before reacll
ing the dwelling of Mr. Heist they met 
him in tbe street. Mr. Heist expressed 
his surprise at finding theso men there, 
and they soon saw that 'he diu not intend 
to do anything for them. 'rhey next con
cluded to proceed to the residence of Mr. 
John Hutton, another former resident of 
Chambersburg, but just before arriving at 
Mr. Hutton's, they discovered their own 
party ill the hands of their guard before 
his door. They at once left, and remem
bering that Mr. Jacob Keller, long a resi
dent of this place, and then and now in the 
employment of the Cumberland Valley 
Railroad, at that time occupied the build
ing at the depot which was then used as a 
ticket office, they determined to try and 
find their way there. Arriving at Mr. 
Keller's, they tapped at the back door, 
which was immediately opened by 1\1rs. 
Keller, who at once took in the situation, 
motioned them to be silent as rebels were 

in the front part of the ilouse, ami pointed 
to the stairway. 'l'hey were not slow ill 
taking the hint, and went softly up into 
the attic, where for several days the fami
ly of Mr. Keller-he being absent-showed 
them 11.11 possible kindness. 'l'hat evening
after it became dark Mr. Houser disguisell 
himself in Mr. Keller's clothes, putting 
on his head a fur cap, and went out to ob
tain information of his comrades. Pass
ing along the street he saw another party 
of Jive or six of our citizens in the hands 
of the rebels, among whom were Mr. 
Mong and Kitzmiller. ·When passing the ~ 
party. who failed to recognize him in his 
disguise, he overheard one of the rebel!; 
declare that they were not satisfied for 
they had not yet caught that fellow wi th 
the white vest who wanted to break their 
gun. I~inding it was not safe tbus to ex
pose himself upon the street, Mr. Houser 
went back to their place of concealment. 
One day while in their hiding place, they 
heard the sound of sawing. Upon mak
ing investiga~ion, they found that Mrs. 
Reller had taken it into her head to pro
vide a kind of underground railroau from 
the room they occupied to the cellar by 
sawing a hole in the floor intoacloset. To 
their assurances that this would not likely 
be needed, their kinu hostess desisted. 

On Friday morning Snider and Houser 

determined that they would endeavor to 

pass through the lines and make their 

way home. And as a ruse to deceive the 

rebels thev borrowed a market basket and 

some napkins of Mrs. Keller, determining 

to pass themselves as persons i.n search of 

butter for sick soldiers. They accordingly 

went out by what is called the Mud road, 

which leads from Hagerstown to Mercers

burg. 'l'hey had not proceeded far from 

town until they came upon a rebel en

campment. The rebels stopped them and 

asked them who they were and where they 

were going. They told their story and 

were permitted to pass on. Seeing a farm 

house they went to it and found the wo

men engaged in churning. They inquired 

if they could purchase butter. '.rhey were 

told that they could not as it was already 

engaged by the soldiers who were standing 

there and waiting for it. They said that 

they were eat out, and had some sick sol

diers who must have butter, and offered 

one dollar a pound in gold, but were still 

refused. Houser says he had not a cent of 

money in his pocket, but they determined 

to put 011 a bold front to deceive the reb

els. Their conduct entirely deceived the 

rebel guard, and they inquired where the 

main line was, which was told them dnd 

they were permitted to pass on. They had 

not proceeded far until they saw the glit

ter of bayonets over the brow of a hill, 

when they got over the fence and sat dQwn 
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under a tree. There were five rebels in 
this party, and when they came up to 
tbem they got over the fence, aUfI when 
asked what they were after aud wbere 
they were going, they told their butter 
story. "That's just what we are after," 
said one of the soldiers. They then pro
posed to the rebels that they would ta\,e a 
circuit among the farmers, and would 
meet them near the town, anu whichever 
party succeeded in procuring butter should 
uivide with the other. To ihis the rebels 
assented, and again they passed on. In a 
little while they were halted by five cav
alrymen, to whom they repeated their sto
ry. These soldiers did not seem to credit 
their story, but after a parley Snider drew 
from his pocket a flask containing some 
whiskey. At the sight of this flask their 
eyes fairly danced, and one of the soldiers 
was about putting it to his mouth wheu 
be hesitated and said, "Perhaps it is drug
ged." Snider said, "Hand it· back to me 
and I'll drink first." Seeing that Snider 
was willing to drink, and there was only 
enough for about four, the soldier said, 
"No, it's too precious," and took a drink 
and handed it to his comrades who drained 
it of its contents. After they had drank 
Suider said, "\Vell what are you going to 
lIo i' Are you going to let us go on i''' 
One of the soldiers replied, "Wait till we 
reach the top of that hill," poiuting to a 
hill top near at hand, "and when we pass 
there you may go on." As soon as thl;) 
hill was passed they passed on. In a little 
while they heard firing across a wheat 
field, and by taking a circuitous route 
they escaped and soon struck the road 
leadiug from \Villiamsport to Greencastle, 
which they followed aud without further 
molestation reached the latter place. 
Leaving their basket there with a frienu to 
send to Mrs. Keller, they at once set out 
for Uhambersburg. On their way they 
saw the broken dowu wagons and other 
debris of the wagon train of wounded 
which had passed that way from Gettys
burg a few days previously. When with
in about three miles of Chambersburg 
they met a number of men on horseback 
who proven to be reporters fvr several of 
the New York papers. When the,e men 
found out that Snider and Houser were 
right from Hagerstown, tbey plied them 
with questions, and returning to town 
they forwarded their dispatcbes to New 
York. The next day, Mr. Sniuer sayt'o 
the New York papers contained important 
news from Hagerstown from their own 
special correspondents. Arrivinl!: bome 
in the evening, tired and weary, they re
tired to bed, but Gen. Couch having that 
day removed bis headquarters to this place 
and hearing of their return from within 
the enemy's lines, sent and had Mr. Sni

uer get up and go to his headquarters and 
tell him all he knew. 

Such were the adventures of Snider and 
Houser as related by themsel ves, but what 
became of their companions who were left 
in the bands of the rebels "I The three 
men-Steck, Tritle and Hamilton, who 
had gone into Hagerstown-upon entering 
the town and finding it occupied by the 
rebels, secreted themsei ves and escaped
('.apture. 'l'he otber party consisting of 
Mong, Kitzmiller anu three or four others 
were taken along by the rebels. When 
about crossing the Potomac, at Falling 
Waters, Kitzmiller made his escape by
running away, but narrowly escaped a 
shower of balls which were sent after him. 
The others were released at Bunker Hill, 
near Winchester, and permitted to return 
home. The fate of the remaining nine, 
viz., Dr. James Hamilton, Dr. George R. 
Kaufman, John P. Culbertson, George S. 
Heck, Thomas H. McDowell, J. Porter 
Brown, Charles Kinsler, Allen C. Mc
Grath and D. M. Eiker, was as follows, as 
related by Mr. Eiker: "After Snider and 
Houser left us, and not finding the Pro
vost Marshal in his officf', we were taken 
to the porch in front of the honse of Dr. 
Dorsey, on Washington street, and while 
sitting there the head of tlle column of 
Uniou soldiers captured at Gettysburg
about four thousand jn number-came up, 
when we were Ol·dered to fall in with them. 
In company with them we were marched 
towards \Vi\liamsport, and encamped 
that night In a wheat field. 'rhroughout 
the night it rained heavily, aUtI we got 
wet to the skin. 'rhe next uay we were 
ferried across the river, and started 011 our 
long and wearisome journey to Richmond. 
Reaching Staunton by foot, some one hun
dred and twenty-fi ve miles, about the 18th 
of July, we there embarked upon the cars 
alld were taken to the Capital of the Con
federacy, accomplishing what many oth
ers had for some time tried to do-take 
Richmond-or, rather I should say, Rich
mond had taken us, 

"We arrived in Richmond, July 21st, 
about 4 A. M. Our first halt in the city 
was in front of 'Castle 'rbunder,' former
iy a tobacco factory, but then used as a 
prison. We were tben moved on down 
Carey street about two blocks, and halted 
j n fron t of that noted place, 'Libby Pris· 
on.' Here we were taken to the office, 
where our name, age, and where we came 
from and what we had been doing to bring 
us there, were taken down, and after 
being searched, quarters were assigned us. 
Our quarters were in a room that was on 
a level with Carey street, and in the rear 
was one story high-the building standing 
on a slope-running back to the canal, 
and overlooking James River. The base
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ment room was used as a cook house, 
where our rations were prepared. And 
such rations! It almost makes my teeth 
water to think of them. As to the man
Iler of their being served to us-in the 
morning any time from 8 to 11 o'clock, a 
sergeant with a guard would come into the 
room and call for six, eight or ten men (as 
the case might require) and a blanket. 
When they returned, two to four men 
would have the blanket and in it our 
rations of bread for 24 hours, consisting of 
about 8 ounces for p.ach man. '1'he rest of 
the men would bring buckets containing 
meat-any kind from beef to mule. About 
2 to 3 ounces constituted a ration. After 
cleaning the bones of all the meat, some of 
us turned our at.tention to manufacturing 
ornaments of jewelry, which we had no 
difficult.y in disposing of to the rebels. In 
the evening, generalIy about dusk, we 
were furnished about a pintof soup. 'fhis 
soup was made of cow peas, a prolific crop 
in the South and used as food for cattle; 
hence their name. As this savory dish 
was brought in after it was dark, we ate 
it in jail!;, not knowing exactly all it was 
composed of. But one evening it was 
issued before sundown, and upon examin
ing it I found that it contained bugs. I 
began to throw them out with my spoon 
-a wooden one I had whittled out of a 
piece of rail-but I soon discovered that if 
I took them all out I would have but little 
soup left. After that I took minestra-t,q!;t, 
bugs and all, concluding that as the bugs 
had come from the peas, they properly 
belonged there, and it was not right to 
separate them. 

"The room overbead contained Federal 
officers; and in the dusk of tbe evening 
we would build a platform with barrels, 
and climbing upon it, bold conversation 
with them. On one occasion Dr. Hamil
ton passed a note up to an officer. One of 
tbe rebel authorities happened to be ill tbe 
room at tbe time and signed tbe note. 
He then came down to our room, and in 
an insolent manner inquired, 'Where is 
this man Hamilton r' When he found 
him he was taken out and placed in a 
dungeon for several days. On another 
evening when the scaffolding had been 
put in place, and several parties had been 
up talking, an officer inquirerl for eome 
one from Chambersburg, .Pa. I happened 
near at the time, and was called and 
mounted the platform, when the follow
ing conversation took place: 'Are you 
from Chambersburg r' 'I am; my llame 
is Elker.' 'I am Captain Ed. Schroeder, 
of York, Pa., and a relation of the Nitter
house family of Chambersburg. How are 
you off for grub't' 'Not very welL' 
'Wait and 1 will pass you something:' 
In a few minutes he carue and passed me 

some bread and crackers. 'fhe officers 
were allowed to buy, which we were not. 
'.rhis conversation was carried on through 
a hole in the floor that harl beeu made for 
a large rope to pass through to hoist goods. 
After the war 1 met Capt. Schroeder and 
renewed theacquaintaoce aod bave visited 
him at his home in York, and have found 
him to be a genial, whole-souled gentle
man. He shall always have a place in 
my memory. 

"Frequently a squad of prisoners from 
Belle Isle, for transfer to another prison,
would be brought in and tUJ'lled into our 
room for the night. On such occasions 
we would be packed 'like herring in a 
lJox.' During the part of August that we 
were there, when the room would Ue 
crowded, we would be alruost suffocated 
from heat. One day a citizen passing by 
stopped anrl looked up at the window. 
One of the prisoners looking out called to 
him, 'Come out from under that hat. 1 
know you are in it. 1 see your feet stick
ing out.' '1'be citizen reported this to the 
officers and charged it to our room. The 
consequence was, we were put on bread 
aod water until the offender could be 
found out. This punishment was kept up 
for several days when it was suggested by 
some one of the prisoners that if someone 
in the room would acknowledge himself 
the offender they would gi ve him 
a certain number of rations of bread. 
Finallyone of the men agreed. He was 
taken out and put in the dungeon. After 
that we received our usual rations. A 
guard was stationed at a stairway in our 
room, and one day a surly fellow was on 
this post. He took a bayonet and marked 
a line on the floor with the remark, 'Now, 
-- you, stay outside that.' Owing to 
the crowded condition of the room I, by 
some means, got on this line, when he 
gave me a bayonet thrust on my left 
cheek just below the eye.

"Sometime in the latter part of August 
I was transferred to 'Castle Thunder,' an
other of the prisons of Richmond for 
Union prisoners. Castle Thunder-classic 
name! How or where it came by that 
llame I never learned. It was a tobacco 
factory prior to the war. When it was 
made known to us that the 'Castle' was 
our destination we felt rather blue. Dur
i llg our sojourn in Libby we heard all sorts 
of tales of the horrors and cruelties of that 
place, but we were agreeably disappointed. 
'fhe discipline was notas rigid as in Libby, 
and rations were better. In the morning 
we received good bread and beef in fBir 
quantities. In the afternoon good vegeta
ble soup. But as there is an end to all 
thinl!:s under the sun, the end came to our 
good- fare. Towards the end of summer 
our rations began to diminish, until they 
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consistedof a small piece of corn bread and 
about a pint of boiled cow peas. 

"When first taken to the 'Castle' we 
were confined in what is termed as the 
'Court Martial Room'-a room in the rear 
of the main building. . On Sunday the post 
chaplain by the name of Carpenter-a 
very poor carpenter of theology he was
came in to preach to the "Heathen Yan
kees.' I will give a specimer. of his 
preaching and the reader can judge how 
much his services were appreciated. Dis
coursing on the glories of Heaven, he re
marked, 'Why, my hearers, the Confeder. 
acy in all her glory is nothing in compar
ison with the glory of heaven.' Had he 
taken the other place for the comparison 
the bill would have been much better fill
ed. Prisoners were from -time to time 
taken from the Court Martial Room and 
distributed in other rooms in the building. 
Dr. Kauffman, J. Porter Brown and 
myself were put ill what was termed "l'hEl 
Citizens' Room,' because all confined here 
were political prisoners. In other rooms 
were rebel convicts and Yankee deserters. 
'l'hese deserters were the worst used of any 
prisoners that caDle under my observation. 
'rhey were the only prisoners I ever saw 
flogged . A little colored boy from York, 
Pa., captured during the invasion, was in 
CasUe 'rhunder, but was allowed to goand 
come at his pleasure. It was Joe's-that 
was the only name we knew him by
business to conduct fresh arrivals to their 
rooms, and whenever we beard his cry of 
'Fresh Fish,' we knew that some other 
unfortunate ones were to be added to our 
number. Joe usually before leaving his 
charge would caution them to 'Look out 
when you get in there or them fellows 
will mug you.' . That is, go through them 
and steal whatever might be worth steal
ing. In some parts of the building this 
was generally the case with fresh arrivals. 

"Divided by a plank partition from the 
1'0001 we were in was the 'Conrlemned 
Cell,' and it was supposed tbat all persons 
put there were under sentence of death, 
which was no donbt true. A fine looking 
young man, known in prison by the l1[tme 
of Cole, said to be from Kentucky, was 
one day brought into the corridor and 
placed in Ilouble irons-that is wrists and 
ankles were manacled. I witnessed the 
ironing and never saw, apparently, snch 
cool indifference in anyone. Whilst the 
irons were being rivited on he stood and 
whistled, paying no more attention to 
what was being done than if the irons 
were being put on some one else a thous
and miles away. There were one or two 
others in the cell where he was put. In a 
short time after Cole was put in this cell; 
throughout the day and night considera
hIe noise was heard, such as the clanking of 

chains and thumping their balls upon the 
fioor. This was kept up for some time 
and to us it seemed mysterious. One 
night the mystery was explained. About 
eleven o'clock we were aroused by the dis
charge of a musket in the corridor below 
us, followed by groans. We soon learned 
that Cole and a fellow prisoner had made 
their escape from the cell, disarmed the 
guard and shot him, one of them taking 
his musket and accoutrements, the other 
marching by his side as though a prisoner. 
'rhey went out through the streets and it 
was reported that they got out of Rich
mond and finally reached the Union liue. 
Of the truth of their final escape I cannot 
vouch.. While the noise we heard was 
going on, they were engaged in getting 
off their irons and sawing a hole in the 
fioor, through which they escaped. Next 
morning I went down stairs, and looking 
in the corridor saw the pOOl' fellow tbat 
had been on guard lying tbere dead. It 
made me feel very sad, but I could find no 
fault with Cole or his companion for what 
they had done. No doubt it was with 
them, 'Your life or ours.' 

"While in the Castle I met Alexander 
Lewis, a colored man, from this place, 
known to many ot our citizens, and now 
em{lloyed, I think, at the National botel. 
Alex. was captured and taken to Rich
moud and sent to the Castle and put in 
charge of the culinary department. We 
could buy somethiug at the Sutler's called 
coffee, but none of us could tell what it 
was composed of. But after we bad this 
'coffee,' the trouble was to make it, for 
there was neither stove nor fireplace in 
our room. "Ve finally bargained with 
Alex. to prepare it for us in the cook 
house. In the morning you could have 
fleeH parties with cords ot' every descrip
tion w[titing their turn at [t certain winrlow 
to lower their vessels and receive their 
coffee (ill from Alex. This was in the fall 
when the mornings began to be cool, and a 
CIlP of this stuffserved to warm us up after 
we had slept on the 80ft side of the floor. 
'l'bis was before I was lucky enollgh to 
own a bunk. 

One eveningabout the time the elections 
were held in Pennsylvania, two cavalry 
officers-a C[tptain and Lieutenant-of the 
Rebel army were brought to the Castle 
and placell in the Citizen's room. Dnr
ing the evening the Captain joinell 
our gronp, who were discussing the 
topics of the day, among others the elec
tions In Northern States that were about 
that time held. Not knowing who we 
were, or where we came from, he began to 
spread his views, anti make assertions 
which we knew to be utterly false. I 
kept quiet until he asserted that at elec
tions held in Pennsylvania, Democrats 
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were either not permitted to vote, or were 
marched to the polls at the point of the 
bayonet, and compelled to vote the Repub
lican ticket. That was more than I could 
stand, and I said to him,' Excuse me, sir, 
but you have been asserting some things 
in regard to the elections in Pennsylvania 
that are incorrect. I have seen elections 
held there, and I never saw anything like 
what you say.' At this be became very 
angry, and turned towards me and said, 
'Where did you come from, and who are 
you!" I told him who I was and where I 
came from, when he said, 'I know you, 
and have seen you many a time.' About 
that time I began to feel a little shaky, 
and thought, 'Is this fellow going to 
trump up sometbing against me to get me 
into more trouble i" I said to him, 'I 
Lhink you are mista),en; I bave no recol
lection whatever of ever having seen youi" 
By tbis time his indignation had some
what subsided, and he said, 'Do you re
member a person by the name of Glenn, 
who aCCidentally, one night in a fracas ill 
Chambersburg, shot a friend named Mc
Laughlin i" I said, 'Of course I do.' 
'\Vell, I am the man.' ~ome of our citi
zens may remember the occurrence. It 
took place, as near as I can remember, 
between 1857 and 1859, on Nortb Main 
street, at a house of questionable cbarac
ter. After this the subject of elections 
was dropped, and he began to ply me with 
questions thick and fast in regard to 
Chambersburg and the people be knew, 
among others, what bad become of his 
friend McLaughlin i' I told him that he 
had lost his life at Fredericksburg fighting 
for the -old flag. At this he seemed much 
affected. The conversation by this time 
had taken a very pleasant turn, and was 
continued until late in the night. In a 
day or two the Captain and his Lieuten
ant were taken away and I never heardot 
them afterwards. I understood that they 
had been placed under arrest for some 
breach of discipline. When I retired to 
my bunk I asked Porter Brown, who 
shared my bunk, if be recognized tbe man 
I had been talking witb? He said 'Don't 
tell bim I am here; my father was Sheriff 
when be was in prison for that shooting.' 
But by some means Glenn found Porter 
out. and they bad long chats together." 

"Some time in October, 1863, in compa
ny witb many others, we were sent to Sal
isbury, N ortb Carolina, to be held as hosta
ges for a like number of persons held by 
our government for bushwhacking, bridge 
burning, &c. Salisbury at that time, COD
sidered as a Rebel prison, was not the 
worst place in the Confederacy. During 
the winter of 1863 and summer of1864, we 
got along pretty fairly considering t~at we 
were 'in jail.' The number of pnsoners 

was about five to six bundred. Tbe lar
ger number were Rebel convicts, senten
ced to 'solitary' confinement with 'ball and 
chain,' both ofwbich were 'thin,' for they
had tbe same privileges of going out and 
coming in that others bad. As to balle 
and cbains, a large cistern upon being 
cleaned, revealed about a cart load of tbem 
that bad been taken off and tbrown in by
the prisoners. Tbe building used as a 
prison bad been a cotton factory. It was 
large and four stories higb. It, witb a 
number of small buildings, formerly used 
for offices and operatives, afforded sbelter 
for all. The stockade contained about 
three acres enclosed by a high board fence 
near the top of which a platform extend
ed. On this p!atform the sentries were 
placed. A well of good water and a num
ber ot forest trees were inside the stock
ade. Every morning the rebel convicts 
were made to sweep the greater portion of 
the gronnds. At one time Dr. Curry was 
surgeon in charge. He was also n Doctor 
of Divinity and frequflntly on the ab
bath preached to us. 

"From Octobet, the time of our induc
tion to Salisbury, nothing of special im
portance transpired, until near Christmas. 
A number of sailors-merchantmen, who 
were prisoners-had a lot of bunting, and 
it was agreed that a flag should be made 
and at Christmas we would bave 'a jolly, 
good time.' 'fhe sailors went to work and 
made a flag and on Christmas eve the good 
time began. One of the prisoners had an 
old violin. and tbe 'Grand March' began 
after dark, the fiddle leading, and every
fellow that could sing 'Rally around the 
flag boys,' joinp.d in the procession. Round 
and round the room we went, singing
and cheering the old flag, which attached 
to a stick, was carried at the head of the 
procession. We kept this up until about 
midnight. By some means the author
ities learned that we had a United 
States flag in our room, when a search 
was made and our flag taken from us and 
placed upon the top of the building with 
the Union down-a sign of distrees. It 
was certainly appropriate for us, for we 
were in distress. How long it was allow
ed to remain there I bave forgotten, and 
what became of it afterward I neverknew. 

"Some time in the winter some of the 
boys concei ved tbe idea of tunnelling out. 
Among the number was J. Porter Brown 
and Thomas McDowell, both well known 
citizens of Cbambersburg. The lower floor 
of the building, in which we were confin
ed, was not occupied. It was under this 
floor that it was decided to tunnel. A 
plank was taken up and through the open
ing one went below. There were from 
two to two and a-half feet tx>tween tbe 
floor and the ground. Tbe men were divid
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ed into working parties, so many for each 
day. As a guard was stationed at the door 
leading into this room, it took some timtl 
before the number detailed could all get 
through, but as each one got down through 
the floor he went to work. The tools used 
were anything in the shape of iron, from 
a case-knife to an old gate hinge, as much 
twine as could be got and a couple of small 
boxes. The mode of operation was this, 
as many as could get in dug loose the 
earth. Another filled it into the boxes; 
others with the twine drew them away. 
They would stay down under the floor the 
greater part of the day working like beav
ers. The work had been going on in this 
way for some time when, as the boys said, 
some one'blowed' on them. and those who 
had been engaged at it were taken out, 
'Bucked and Gagged' and afterwards put 
into a dungeon. After their release from 
the dungeon, the commandant had the 
floor taken up and compelled them to car· 
ry stones and fill up the hole. And such 
a hole as it was-large as an ordinary sized 
cistern. After the hole had been filled 
the floor was nailed down again. 

Not long after this, notwithstanding this 
failure, another party took it into hand, 
and after working awhile they too were 
discovered and had to fill up the excava
tion they had made. Still another party 
-some rebel convicts, undertook to open 
the tunnel. They did not calculate dis
tance correctly, for when they made the 
opening out as they supposed into liberty, 
they found that they were still inside the 
stockade. The opening was one foot short 
from the fence. After this the authorities 
ordered the entire floor taken up. The 
room afterwards was used without a floor 
for a hospital."

Up to this point I have followed the 
narrative given principally by Mr. D. M. 
Eiker. I will now introduce some impor
tant facts related by Mr. Eiker and A. C. 
McGrath, and also culled from a record 
kept by Mr. McGrath. The manner of 
subsistence was as follows: The meu were 
divided into messes of two and four, or 
more, just as parties snited each other. 
One of the messes consisted of A. C. Mc
Grath, D. M. Eiker, Dr. Kaufman, Alex
ander Harper, (now of Greencastle) . and 
Captain :May, of Pittsburg. Mr. McGrath 
was made commissary or ca terer. He was 
also made commissary for the hospital, as 
the 'following paper shows, the original 
of which is now before me. 

Mr. McGrath, citizen Ilfisoner, is hereby con
stituted commissary agent for the distribution 
of commissary supplies within the )'rison ]]08
pital amI willlle allowell t.he extra ration usu
al u~der snch circumstances. He will receive 
the rations issue(l for tl1e lwisOll hospital and 
see that they al'e properly prepared antI tIis

tribnted acconling to the humber of patients in 
each ward. He will also see that the supply 
of hospital wood is properlydistributetl accord
ing to the uumber of prisoners, aud the si7.f' 
tbereof iu each wanl. 

JNO. WILSON, JR.• 
SU1'geon in charge oj C. S. Milital"'!1 Prison Hos

pital, Salisbury, X. C. 
Jau. 26th. 1865. 

In the execution of his duties as set 
forth in the foregoing paper, Mr. McGrath 
was allowed the privilege of going outside 
of the prison into the town, as is shown in 
the following copy of his parole: 

(Duplicate. ) 

CONFEDERATE STATES MILITARVPRISON. ~ 
SALISBURY, N. C.• 

No. 38. Jan. 31st, 1865. 
I Allen C. McGrath, a political prisoner, do 

hereby give my PAROLE oJ!' HONOR not to at 
teml)t to ESCAPE, OR AID OR ABET others in 
making their escape, or do anything contra.ry 
to the Ilonor 01' interest oj the Conjederate States 
lmtil duly exchanged, or this P AHOLE shall be 
cancelled. 

I do further (leclare that I will confine my
Relf to snch limits as the commandant of the 
]>ost or l)rison shall designate-to the limits of 
t>alisbnry, N. C. A. C. l\I'GRATH. 

lVitness: J. L. LYERLY. 

Approt'ed: JNO. H. GEE, Maj. Commanding. 


The following is Mr. M'Grath's pass: 
CONFEDERAT1~ STATES MILITAR Y PRISON, ~ 

SALISBURY, N. C., 
No. 21. Jannary 31st, 1865. 

The bea.rer, A. C. McGrath, will be allowed 
to pass the--of the prison during the day 
time only for 30 days. 

JNO. H. GEE, 
Major Commanding. 

That those of our citizens associated 
with Mr. McGrath in the prison would be 
benefitted by the liberty allowed him in 
procnring articles of food and other con
veniences, which the prison regulations
did not supply, will appear in the facts yet 
to be related. The Post Sutler, Mr. L. 
'raff', who took a kind interest in our citi
zen prisoners, agreed to furnish them with 
such articles as they needed, receiving his 
payment as they earned money in the way 
hereinafter deSignated, or at some future 
time. Mr. McGrath run up accounts with 
him amounting to as high as twenty-eight 
hundred dollars, andin one case over three 
thousand dollars. At the time of their 
departure from the South, Mr. McGrath's 
account was over two thousand dollars, 
and a year or two after the close of the 
war Mr. Taff visited Mr. McGrath at this 
place and enjoyed his hospitality and re
newed old acquaintance for a week or two, 
when this account was adjusted by the 
payment of some three hundred and sev
enty-five dollars in greenbacks, which waR 
entirely satisfactory to Mr. Taif, lor the 
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prices chargee I for the articles were pro
portioned to the market value of Confed
erate scrip at the time of the purchase. 

Mr. McGrath's method was to keep an 
account of the expenditures for the mess 
for a month, at the expiration of which 
each person was charged for his share, as 
well as for any extra luxuries, as will be 
shown presently. To give an idea of the 
manner of living, as well as the prices 
paid, I copy a few items from Mr. Mc
Grath's book now before rue: 2 ths. coffee 
$:20; box shoe blacking ,~; 2 lhs. sngar 
'20; stockings S13; flour, 16; pepper l.50; 
beef '18; chicken 10 ; goose 30; apples 
$4; dried apples "5 ; soda $3; cabbage. 10; 
potatoes ~' 20; turnips $6; bacon, 5 tbs. 
"30; chicken $20; parsnips 5; envelopes 
"5; onions $5; sausage $5; eggs $30; but
ter $60; molasses $13.50. Judging from 
the frequent chl),rges for potatoes, tobacco, 
onIons and such luxuries, with an occa
sional goose at thirty dollars, and chick
ens at from seven to ten dollars, with all 
the other necessary"fixins" for the table, 
it will De seen that McGrath was the right 
man for the place. The occasional char
ges ofseveral dollars for needles and thread 
suggests the idea of sewing on buttons an<l 
mending clothes. In the individual ac
counts cbarged to the persons composing 
the mess, I find one person, whose name I 
withhold lest he be charged with gross ex
travagance, charged with tobacco 6; 
tooth-brush : "'5; share in mess $36.55; to
bacco $10; thread $1.80; tobacco 6; stock
ings $6.50; salt $2.50; chicken, (perhaps 
he was an invalid and needed. something 
extra), $10; pie $2; envelopes $5; apples 
S5; J,Ileclicine purcbased in town $25. 
About the only article of luxury charged 
to Mr. Eiker, other than his share in a 
goose at thirty dollars, chickens at ten dol
lars, and other things in proportion, is 
twenty dollars for a breastpin. Mr. Ei
ker explains this purchase in this way: 
Some impecunious prisoner had this arti
cle of jewelry and needing tobacco or some 
other things more than it, traded it to him 
for twenty dollars in Confederate scrip. 
Mr. Eiker yet has this breastpin and says 
it is a very valuable one. 
It would be injustice to Mr. McGrath to 

pass by his skill as a caterer to his mess 
without referring especially to his abilities 
in making pies and Indian puddings. It 
might be that some of our hotels or res
taurants need a first-class cook or baker, 
or some of our lady readers might desire 
to take lessons in these desirable acquire
ments, and justice to them as well as to 
Mr. McGra.th requires that he be placed 
Upon record here. Coming into the pris
on oue day, he was asked what he had 
procured for dinner? "Nothing," he re
plied, "but I'll see about that." Going out 

again for a little while he returued with 
some blackberries and flour. Procuring 
some water, he put in the flour and began
the process of making pies. Witb the rim 
of his cap turned up so as not to interfere 
with his sight, and all eyes turned upon 
him as he proceeded to knead the dough, 
and occasionally stoppiug in the interest
ing process to anawer some question, or to 
attend to some other duty, at the same 
time endeavoring to disentangle his fingers
from the sticky stuff by wiping tbem 
upon his pantaloons, he succeeded in plac
ing before his bungry, but admiring mess, 
several delicious blackberry pies. True, 
they were not very sbort and crisp, for 
they were composed only of fiour, water 
and blackberries, but short pie-crust was 
not wholesome for persons accustomed to 
so little out-door exercise. '.rhe subject of 
discussion while at dinner was, whether 
the jolly baker had not as much dough 
upon his trousers as in the pies! "Ah," 
says Eiker, "my mouth watered wben I 
looked upon those pies, and water yet 
whenever I think of them." But if Mc
Grath had one specialty over another it 
was in making Indian Pud<lings. Com
ing in one day witb near a peck of black
berries, we inquired what he was going to 
do with them r 'l'be delectable idea of 
blackberry pies danced before our imagi
nation. "Never you mind,"said be, "I'll 
show you." After mixing the meal and 
making up the <lough, and putting in the 
blackberries, a halt was called. A bag was 
necessary to boil it in. What was to be 
done now r Mac set his wits to work to 
get over this difficulty, and after consider
able "beating aronnd," a happy thought 
suggested itself to him. A pair of draw
ers belonging to some one of the prisoners 
was seen hanging on the wall. No sooner 
did these come under his notice than he 
was out of his trouble. What use has a 
person for the luxury of drawers iu jail l' 
and why put on such appendages of civ
ilization and gentility when all could not 
have the same i' Taking out his knife be 
cut off one leg, washe<l it and put the 
pudding in and soon it was boiled and 
ready for use. "1\1ac" says the pudding bag 
was not exactly to his liking wben he put 
it in the pot, but when he took it out it 
was clean and white. But now another 
dilemma confronted them. In<lian pud
ding, even though so artistically made, 
was not a savory dish without sauce. 
Where was that to be had ~ \Vine wa 
out of the question, but Dr. Kaufman 
thought commissary whiskey would 
answer, and as he was acting as assistant 
surgeon and had access to the drug and 
medicine department, he borrowed of the 
Confederacy a small quantity and the 
bill of fare was complete. ·When 

http:McGra.th


148 Reminiscences of tlU! War. 

the pudding, flavored with the doc
tor's captured whiskey, was set before 
the admiring mess, it was unanimously 
decided that it was an improvement even 
upon "Mac's" pies. Surely such genius as 
Mr. McGrath displayed in catering to his 
mess is worthy of everlasting remem
brance, and so far as I can do so I gi ve 
him this immortality of fame. 

After this pleasant digression, I return 
now to Mr. Eiker's account. "As a mat
ter of recreation, and with the view to 
turning my opportunities to the best 
account, I turned my attention to making 
jewelry out of bones. I usually made two 
finger rings a day, which I sold to the 
Johnnies at fift~en dollars a piece in 
"Confederate shucks." These I used to 
defray expenses or turned into Greenbacks, 
at the rate of from three to ten, and some
times twenty dollars in currency for one 
dollar Federal money. Brokers in the 
prison were sometimes as plentiful as in 
Wall street. In the morning they were usu
ally "on 'Change," with fists full of Con
federate scrip. The usual inquiry was, 
"HowDluch are you paying to-dayr" "Five 
for one. How much do you pay i''' "'l'en 
for oce." It is said that in some cases 
Confederate officers furnished this ECrip to 
exchange into Greenbacks, they paying a 
commission to the persons negotiating for 
them. At one time a broker from Rich
mond, said to have been sent by the Con
federate Government, came to Salisbury, 
and advertised through the stockade by 
posters that on the following day he would 
be on hand to purchase greenbacks, and 
woulil pay three dollars for one. Among 
the priiloners was a sailor from Philadel
phia, and although a Norwegian by birth. 
he was one of the truest and shrewdest of 
Yankees. This man's name was Jack 
Lovell, and he acted sometimes in the 
capacity of a broker. After seeing the 
Richmond broker's advertisement, Jack 
swore that he would make him pay for 
Greenbacks. 'l'rue to his threat, Jack 
went next morning "on 'Change," and 
"bulled the market" so that before the 
Richmond chap came upon the board 
Greenbacks were up twenty for one in 
Confederate scrip. The consequence was 
the Richmond fellow could not getasingle 
dollar. One of the Yankee prisoners had 
brought with him some two dollar bills, 
also some fifty cent fractional currency. 
These he raised to larger amounts so 
adroitly that he "shoved" them upon the 
Johnnies for sums ranging from three to 
six hundred dollars. At length the fraud 
was ,discovered, but the perpetrator was 
not. 

"What I have been saying may be 
termed the bright side of our prison life at 
Salisbury, and I will now give the reader 

the other or dark side. Some time during 
the month of October, 1864, about 11,000 
Federal prisoners were sent to our prison. 
'l'hen what had been, during 'the summer, 
all things considered, a tolerably fair 
place-perhaps one of the best regulated 
prisons in the Confederacy, was turned 
into a pandemonium. Men were turned 
into the stockade like cattle into a field, 
without shelter. Winter coming 011, and 
the rations poor, their condition was un
promising indeed. The authorities did 
finallv furnish a few tents. All the build
ings, with one exception, were appropria
ted for hospital purposes. For about elev
en months I was placed in the hospital 
department, and my duty was to keep the 
books up to thetime ofmy escape. It was my 
duty to visit all the hospitals each morn
ing after "Surgeon's Call," to report 
deaths, convalescents, discharges, and to 
assign the sick to vacant places in the 
wards. Discharges, other than those 
made by the grim reaper, were rare. 
Eight o'clock has arrived, and I am about 
to start on my morning round. Will the 
reader go with me and witness the Bad 
sights? Here we are at Hospital No.1, a 
frame building one and a half stories high, 
and about seventy-five feet long, and wide 
enough for a row of cots on each side. 
'.rhere is a chimney in the centre with 
two fire places facing from the centre. 
But what is the use of fire places without 
woou-for such frequently was the case 
for several days at a time during the win
tel' "I The building was on a slope, and 
built on pillars of brick ten or twelve feet 
apart. Between these pillars the prison
ers had built up with clay, leaving small 
sl,aces to crawl in and out. 'l:his was a 
place of shelter for all that could get ill. 
Of course at the upper end the space 
between the ground and 1100r was not 
higher than barely to allow a man to 
crawl nnder. Poor fellows! Many were 
glad to crawl in there to seek shelter from 
the cold, and there many diel.!. I have 
s<:!en many a poor fellow cold in death 
dragged from under that building and car
ried to the dead house. But what means 
that crowd gathering at the end of the 
building r Some are borne on the should
ers of comrades, others in blankets. This 
is "Surgeon's Call," and the!>e poor fel
lows are coming with a vain hope that 
something may be done to relieve them of 
their sufferings. Some are begging for 
medicine; others for admission to the hos
pital. It was indeed a sad duty for me
these morning rounds. Of all these poor 
fellows-brave defenders of their country 
-this will be their last sick call for some 
of them. To-morrow's sun will not arise 
for them. They will have gone where 
sickness and pain can never more reach 
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them. It may be thought that I exagger
ate when I say that scores of them are 
making their last appeal for help ere they 
close their eyes forever to earth, but such 
is not the case. During the winter the 
death rate reached as high as sixty a day. 
The burial squad with a wagon in which 
the bodies were piled like so many I)ieces 
of wood, many of them stripperl of every
particle of clothing, their arms dangling 
over the sides of the wagon and against 
the wheels, would daily pass around and 
carry the poor fellows who had died dur
ing the night to the place of burial. In 
some cases so many died that they could 
not ail be buried in one day. But as there 
are fi ve or six more hospitals to visit, we 
will not tarry here to look inside to see 
the innumerable cases of wretchedness 
and suffering, but move on. We are now 
at Hospital No.2. This is a small build
ing 16 by 24 feet, having a chimney at 
each end. Ranged sidi by side, on a little 
straw spread on the fioor, along the sides 
of the room, lay the poor fellows shivering 
with the cold, their only covering being 
rags, filth and vermin. As this hospital 
is a fair Bllmple of all the others, and the 
narration of the horrible may not be 
agreeable to the reader, I will not enter 
into any description of them. 

A great deal of the terrible suUering en
dured b'y our prisoners might have been 
a voided, had the au thori ties given us tool s 
aud the privilege to use some of the tim
ber which was convenient and plentifnl. 
Comfortable quarters could have been 
made for both the sick and the well. 
Frequently the hospitals would be with
out wood for a day or two at a time. At 
one time oUl· well of water failed to supply 
the demand, when the commandant of the 
Post furnished some picks and shovels for 
the men to dig wells. But not being fur
nished with other implements, they were 
not very successful in procuring water. 
I have seen men so pressed for water that, 
scant as their raLions were, the'y bartered 
bread for a drink of water. 'fhe earth 
taken oul of these wells was utilized by the 
men by making it into large, square 
blocks, and with them building huts for 
their shelter. Any that were fortunate 
enough to have a piece of tent, or a blank
et for a roof over these huts could thus 
make a tolerably good shelter. Some dug 
caves in the ground and lived in them. 
'fbe rations, never amounting to much, 
became smaller and worse in quality. At 
one time the bread furnished appeared to 
have been made of corn-cobs and all
and sorghum seed ground together. 

"Some time in the month ofNovember, 
1864, an attempt was made by a small 
squad to break out and capture the garri
SOn-they by some means having learned 

that two regiments had been ordered away
and left. The regiments ltad lett the gar
rison, but were yet at the depot in Salis
bury awaiting a train to take them to tbeir 
destination. The squad began their work 
by attacking the relief and the guard and 
capturing their arms. 'fhe fir..t intima
tion I had of it was in this way: I was 
sitting by a window in Hospital No.1, 
and hearing the report of a gun, I suppos
ed that there bad been some thieving
going on at the Sutler's, or among the 
men, as was often the case. On lookinlr 
out I saw a Federal prisoner with a gun,
when I knew what was going on. In a 
short time the"Long Roll" was sounded, 
and the two reC7iments, which it was sup
posed had left the town, "double quicked" 
back to the stockade. 'fhese with the 
other soldiers on duty, and two pieces of 
artillery, opened fire upon the prisoners. 
After a time the firing ceased when an 
order came from the commandant to re
turn all the guns taken within a certain 
time, and if not returned by the time 
specified, he would open fire again and 
keep it up until they were returned. This 
order could not be complied with for by 
that time some of the guns had been 
thrown into a cistern that was about forty 
feet deep. The consequence was the order 
to open fire was given, and it was resumed 
by the iofantry and the artillery. It was 
iudeed a fearful experience. It would not 
ltave been so bad had we been permitted 
to fire back. '1'he building I was in was 
weatherboarded, and the bullets whistled 
through it. Fortunately no one in the 
building was struck. Some balls struck 
tlte chimney and fell back on some bunks 
that were occupied by sick men. I do not 
now remember how long the firing contin
ued, but it seemed to me at the time to be 
a~es. And I have forgotten the number 
killed 3.nd wounded. A number of men 
lying in a tent at the lower end of the 
ground, who had nothing to do with the 
outbreak, were torn to pieces by the artil
lery. I worked with the surgeons almost 
the entire night caring for the wounded. 
The artillery was charged with boiler 
punchings, and they made ugly wounds. 
I remember one poor fellow, quite a boy, 
from whose hand and arm we cut three of 
these boiler punchings. For several 
nights after this outbreak, whenever a 
person was seen moving about, some too
willing rebel was ready to fire upon him. 
Numbers of poor fellows secured their last 
furlough in that way. The "Dead Line," 
an imaginary line about five feet from the 
fence, was the limit set to the men, and 
none were allowed to pass it. Many poor
fellows unthinkingly approached too close 
to this line and were shot down like wild 
beasts. And any rebel who had a desi~ 
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or amuition to excite a little notoriety by 
killing a "Yankee" would watch his 
chance and make an approach to this line 
a pretext to fire. I forgot to say at the 
appropriate place that the guns thrown 
into the cistern, twenty-four in number, 
were taken from the cistern the day after 
the revolt. 

Attempts were made at different times 
after the fruitless and costly effort, to 
escape by tunnelling snd other ways, and 
for doing so I have seen men bucked and 
gagged, tied up by the thumbs, stripped to 
the waist and flogged until they would 
faint and hang limp in the cords that 
bound them. These punishments inflict
ed upon our men for their efforts to escape 
from their miserable bondage, were order
ed by Post Commander, Captain Alexan
der, a deserter from the United States 
Navy. 'l'his Captain Alexander had with 
him the finest specimen of a canine I ever 
saw-a Russian blood hound. Whether 
he was used for hunting escaped prisoners 
or not I never knew. If he was I did not 
find it out. 

"Some time in Dec. 1864,Dr. Kaufman, 
J. Porter Brown, '1'. H. McDowell, I a 
North Carolinian by the name of Anges, 
and myself, (Eiker), managed to eilect 
our escape from our pnson, and for a time 
tasted the sweetne!'s of freedom. It was 
accomplished in the following manner: 
Brown had been s&lected by the surgeon 
in charge to go outside the stockade to the 
Dispensary for medicines for the prison
er's hospital, and a pa5s was furnished 
him for that purpose. '1'he idea suggested 
itself to some of us that if that pass could 
be duplicated we could effect our escape,
and accordingly McGrath was applied to. 
'1'he re!?ult proved that he could cook pass
es as well as bake pies and Indian pud
dings, and in a short time each of the four 
persons named, besides Brown, had the 
needed paper. Perhaps I ought not to 
have said anything about this for McGrath 
might yet be indicted for forgery. '1'he 
arrangement was to pass out of the prison 
separately between daybreak and sunrise 
and meet at or near a certain deSignated 
point located by observation from the 
stockade. We accordingly presented our 
passes which were duly honored-the in
tervals between each one were short. I 
was the last to go; ~r. Kaufman was next 
before me. He could not have been more 
than one hundred yards before me when I 
passed out, and yet strange to say, I saw 
nothing of him or any of the party from 
that time until the 18th day of Jan. 1865, 
when we met again in our old quarters. 
And what was unaccountably strange at 
the time, they failed to wait at the desig
nated place for all to come up. This was 
explained afterwards when we were re

turned to prison. It was noticed uyeach of 
us on passing the barracks that there wal:! 
a considerable stir amongst the guard and 
frequent calls for 'corporal of the guard.' 
'l'his caused a suspicion that information 
of our departure had been given. The 
first four managed to keep in sight of each 
other, and when they came together, they 
concluded that it was not safe to wait for 
me and at once moved on. This I after
wards considered fortunate for me, for the 
following week I was taken sick and re
mained ill for about two weeks. When I 
gained the place designated, I looked for 
my companions, in all directiom', and 
called them as loud as I thoughtadvisable, 
for I was scarcely out of hearing of the 
men in the barracks. After some time 
spent in wandering upand down the banks 
of a small stream, and through the bushes 
looking for them, I sat down on a stump 
to meditate. Well do I remember the 
morning, such as 'lte usually have here in 
October-bright, crisp and frosty-just a 
morning to make one feel as though a new 
lease of life had been gi ven. There I sat 
on that stump 'cogitating,' enjoying the 
bright morning and my freedom-the first 
time in a year and a-balf that I had gone 
anywhere without a man and gun to ac
company me. After due and deliberate 
consideration, I came to the conclusion 
that the boys were not to be found, and I 
would not undertake the trip alone. I 
then concluded that I would take a stroll 
into Salisbury, which was only a short 
distance away, take a look at tbe place, 
and then go back to myoId quarters. No 
one molested me until I reached the en
trance to the stockade after returning from 
the town, when I experienced my first 
trouble. As I had destroyed my pass as 
soon as I had gotten outSide, I had none 
now to show to get in again . . The guard 
for awhile refused to let me enter, but at 
length I succeeded in pushing ope£! the 
gate and going in. Of course I was not 
glad to get back again, but rather than 
take the risk of finding my companions, 
or taking the tramp alone, I wellt back. 
The reader may imagine, if he can, what 
were my feelings upon again entering this 
'Prison Pen,' after a few hours of freedom, 
and the thought that the boys were on 
their journey home and I left behind. It 
made me sick to think of it. 'l'his feel
ing was not decreased as I thought dayaf
ter day of my escaped comrades as near
ing 'God's country' and soon being at 
their homes. 

"On the 18th day of January, 1865, to
wards evening, three dirty, ragged and 
smoke-begrimmed men were turned into 
the stockade, and the word soon passed 
around that Kaufman, Brown and Mc
Dowell had been recaptured. In a short 
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time this report was confirmed by the ap
pearance of the men themselves. They 
bad gone towards Newbern, travelling 
about three weeks,and when within about 
six miles of the Union lines were recap
tured. The North Carolinian who was also 
captured at the same time, was not imme
d iately returned to our prison, but in a 
short time after the return of the others, 
was also brought back and pbced in his 
old quarters. 

"Having had a brief experience of lib
. erty, we immediately after our return, be

gan preparations for another escape, whiC'h 
was effected February 18th, just one month 
after the return of these men. This was 
accomplished in this way: In the after
noon of Friday, February 17th, Dr. Kauf
man said to me that that night there 
would be an opportunity for foul' persons 
to escape, and asked me if I wouhl ue one 
of them i' 'fhe doctor, it will be remem
bered, was an assistant surgeon to the 
prisoner's hospital, and had opportunities 
for mingling with the guards and ascer
taining their feelings and sentiments 
which none of the rest of us enjoyed. And 
in his secret conferences he ascertained 
that a certain Corporal of the guard was 
willing for a compensation to permit a 
limited number of his prisoners to pass 
out. 'fhe Doctor had arranged with him 
tbat wben it came to his turn to be on 
guard he would pass four of us out for 
twenty-five dollars each in Greenbacks, 
and that night was his turn. When the 
proposal was made to me by the doctor to 
be one of the four, I at first hesitated, for 
I had been unwell for sometime, and was 
afraid I could not endure the fatigue of the 
journey. But after considering the mat
ter for sometime I agreed to go. Accord
ingly at the time agreed upon, Dr. Kauf
man, J. Porter Brown, a man by the name 
of Galbraith from Centre county, Penn
sylvania, and myself, passed out of tbe 
stockade handing theguard the sum agreed 
upon. Referring to my Diary, I find it 
reads thus :-"Left Salisbury at It o'clock 
A. M .. homeward bound." After passing 
out we travelled until daylight, and tben 
laid in the woods during the day. After 
dark we started again, and reached the 
souLh branch of the Yadkin river, and as 
it was very dark we concluded to lie down 
and sleep until tbe moon would rise. As 
Soon as the moon rose we set to work to 
build a raft on which to cross the river. 
Fortunately we had brought with us all 
tbe rope and twine we could find before 
we started, and having gathered a lot of 
rails and driftwood, we SOOI1 had the thing 
ready, when to our amazement.we found 
that it would not swim. Day!Jght com
ing on we had to abandon the raft and 
seek a pIare of concealment for the day. 

In the evening we again started, but be
fore reaching the road we heard a person 
coming up tbe road singing. One of our 
party went out to see who it was and met 
a colored man who told him that we were 
close to the Ferry, and that if we would go 
to the river and call, the ferryman on the 
opposite side would come over for us. After 
reaching the river we called for sometime 
before anyone answered. Finally we 
heard the ferryman unchain his boat, and 
then came the words, 'Is you walkin' r' 
When the boat reached our side we step
ped in and without a word from either 
party he pushed off from the shore. When 
we got out at the other side I said to the 
colored man (for sucb he proved to be), 
'Unllie do you know who we are i" 'No, 
r dosent,' he replied. 'We are Yankees,' 
I said. 'Is you i' Ise put about sebenty 
of your men across dis winter," he re
plied. He then took us to his house and 
gave us our supper for which we paid him 
ten dollars in Confederate scrip. He then 
directed us to take the road and travel on 
as tbere was 110 danger. We intended 
flanking Mocksville during the night, but 
one of ou r party gave out and so we had to 
stop. We lay in a woods during that day 
with nothing to eat. During the after
noon of that day an old colored woman, 
gathering wood, came close to us, when 
Dr. Kaufman went out to aee her in re
gard to something to eat, and for news. 
When she saw the doctor, her first words 
were, "Don't come near me; 1'8 afraid of 
you." When the doctor got close enough 
to her he told her who we were, when 
her fears were gone. In conversation with 
her ahe informed us that we were close bv 
Mocksville, and that her master lived in 
the firat house going into the town, and if 
we would call at a small house in tbe yard 
close hy the fence and tap on the fence, 
she would give us something to eat. She 
also told us that about 300 rebel cavalry 
were lying close by on the left side of the 
town-the side we intended taking had not 
one of our party given out. This wascer
tain1ya providential interposition, for had 
he not gi ven out we would have gone that 
way, and would most certainly have run 
into tbeir camp and been captured. In the 
evening we followed the old lady's direc
tions and tapped on the fence. Sbe came 
out bringing a loaf of corn bread and a 
piece of boiled baron. After thanking 
and bidding her good-bye, we flanked the 
town on the right, stopping in a field to 
take supper off of old auntie's corn bread 
and bacon. I must say here that I never 
ate supper that tasted better. We travel
ed all tbat night, and the next day we lay 
in the woods near Farmington. In tbe ev
ening we started again and were frighten
ed from our course by wbat appeared to be 
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a rebel officer on horseback. When we 
left Salisbury we intended coming by way 
of West Virginia, and had been travelling 
in a northernly direction up to that time. 
This circumstance changed our course, 
and we turned westward. We travelled 
until morning when we lay down aod 
slept, and when we awoke we fOULd we 
were among a range of hills in which we 
travelled all that day. Towards evening 
it began to rain, and we stopped on one of 
those hills and began to make preparations 
to spend the night, gathering brush and 
leaves to make a shelter. While engaged 
in that way, a woman came up a road 
that wound around the hill, when Dr. 
Kauffman went to the foot of the hill to 
meet her. On meeting her he asked her 
if there were any Union men about there r 
After eyeing him sharply, she replied, 'If 
you are what I think you are, I can tell 
you all you want to know in a very few 
minutes.' After further conversation with 
her, the doctor repeated the question, when 
the reply was the same. :Finally the Doc
tor told her that we were Yankees. She 
then said that the man who lived at the 
hill was a goad Union man, and so were 
his bOYR. A fter further telling us that 
she had just come from the house, and left 
one of the boys there, she passed on up 
the hill. Dr. Kaufman then went down 
to the house to see about getting something 
to eat. The woman had been gone but a 
short time until she returned to the too of 
the hill and called to us that one of -the 
boys was up there and if we were 'all 
right,' he was also, and would meet us. I 
accordingly met him, and very soon dis
covered that he was what the rebels calJed 
a "Bush Boy"-that is a Union man, and 
conscripted, and having deserted the army 
had come home and was living among the 
hills, mountains and caves. In a very few 
miuutes we were joined by some six or 
eight more, who had been notified and 
came to see us. After talking awhile, I 
suggested that we go on with our prepara
tions for spending the night, when one of 
our friends said that it was unnecessary, 
as it promised to be dark and rainy and he 
did not think any guards would be out 
that night. They also said that they 
would risk to take us down to their barn 
to sleep. After dark we were conducted 
down to their house and had a good supper. 
As soon as we were done eating we were 
taken back over the hill to their cam p, 
where we remained until about 9 p'clock, 
when we went to the barn and laid down 
in the hay. Before daylight we were called 
up for breakfast, and as soon as we were 
through with it we went back to tbe hills 
before it became quite light. After some 
more consultation it was agreed thatsume 
of the boys should go with us two or three 

miles to put us in the right way. They 
accordingly did so and when they had put 
us rigbt and given us all the information 
they could, and directed us where to find 
tbe next friends, tbey bade us farewell. 
We started on and travelled all that day 
throngh a drencbing rain, and towards 
evening we stopped and gathered some 
brusb and leaves to make a sbelter under 
wbicb to spend the night. Tbat night 
was tbe longest I ever experienced. The 
rain continued to fall all night long. It 
was rain above us, below us-rain to the 
right of us, and rain to the left of us. But 
that night, like all otber nights, came to 
an end, and we made a ~tart, and after 
wandering around for some time conclud
ed that we were completely lost. We ac
cordingly retraced our steps until we came 
in sight of a house we saw the evening 
before.. Brown was of the opinion that 
this house was the one our friends of the 
morning before, when about taking leave 
of us, directed us to call at for information 
for otber friends. The rest of us hooted 
at the idea of its being tbe same, for they 
told us it wae six miles from where we 
parted from them, and we had been trav
elling hard all day and supposed we had at 
least made twenty miles. At last to settle 
the matter Brown and 1 went to the house 
and sure enougb it was tbe place we bad 
been directed to. So with all our long and 
painful walking the day before, we had 
been zig-zagging, and perhaps been walk
ing in a circle and made about six or eight 
miles in a direct course. The persons we 
found there were friends, but could not en
tertain us as it was on a public road, and 
cavalry were passing back and forth, and 
some rebel" lived close by. They, howev
er, gave us something to eat, and all the 
information they could in regard to the 
country and tbe people we were travelling 
amongst. They also directed us to an old 
lady-"Auntie Lucinda D--"-living 
some distance beyond and near Hampton
ville. Whilst travelling on we saw an old 
gentleman riding through the woods, and 
tried to dodge him, but in this we failed. 
He came riding up to us when, as near as 
I can remember, the following conversa
tion took place :-'Well, boys, you home 
from tbe army r' 'Yes,' we repiied. 
'Well bow are things going on there ii' 
'All right.' we said. 'Some of our lead
ing men around here think that it. is not 
going as it should.' 'Never mind about 
that; we've been fighting the Yanks for 
four years, and if necessary will fight them 
four years longer.' (How was that for 
'yarnin.cl.') I don't know whether it 
was any consolation for the old gentleman 
or not, but he bid us good-bye and rode on 
when we again started on our tramp to 
find Aunt Lucinda D--. Towards ev
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ening we came across a colored man and 
two whiie boys. The man was working: 
the boys hunting. When we got close to 
the colored man he said to us , 'You does 
not want to be Reen, does you 't' Of course 
we answered that we did not. Just then 
the boys' dog began to bark some distance 
from us, when the colorecl man began 
peering through the woods, saying, 'I 
done see a squirrel down tbar.' 'fhis took 
with the boys, and away tbey went. We 
then had some conversation with our col
ored friend, asking him if he could direct 
us to Aunt Lucinda D--'s? He replied 
'that is her horne over there.' pointing 
to a house in sight. He then said tbat one 
of those boys was her nephew, and calling 
the boy he ",sked him if his aunt was at 
home. He said she was DOt. He then 
said to the boys, 'Here are some gentle. 
Illen who wish to see your aunt-will YOIl 

show them to the house and go for her il ' 
'fo this he readily agreed, and we were at 
once conducted to her house and the old 
lady was sent for. When she came home 
and we told her who we were, and that we 
had been directed to her house, she said 
she was glad to see us, and if we were not 
afraid to stay she was !Jot afraid to keep 
LIS over night. It was a public place by 
the road side. The old lady prepared sup
per for us, after which she madea roaring 
tire in a large fire-place in her best room. 
We sat by the fire drying our wet clothing 
and chatting pleasantly with ber until it 
was time to I'etire, wben she made Uil 
'shake-downs' by the fire, where we en
joyed a good night's rest. The friends 
who had directed us to this old lady told 
LIS she was what tbey termed a 'soothsay
er'-in other words a 'furtune teller, of 
which sbe gave us proof during the even
ing. Whilst sitting by the fire she brougbt 
outa pack of cards wbich sbe began to 
sbuffle and 'run off,' talking all the wbile. 
She told Ul", 'you will get tbrough all 
right, but will bave some trouble.' She 
abo cautioned us to beware of 'a dark
haired woman.' Sbe further said tbat one 
of our party would take sick on tbe way. 
Of the 'dark-baired woman' we saw noth
ing, but think we heard of her before we 
reached the Union lines, of which I may 
sneak further on in another connection. 
'the sick man proved to be Dr. Kaufman, 
for he actually was sick for several davs. 
We discovered that the old lady's house 
was a kind of headquarters for loyally dis
posed persons residing in that neighbor
hood. A young woman, whose husband 
was in the Union army, and her brother 
spent the same night at ber bouse. In 
conversation I discovered that her fame as 
a soothsayer, or fortune teller, was her ~fe
guard for the superstitious of her n~l1gh
borhood avoided her house. She sald to 

me, 'they don't bother me illuch, I have 
sent a great many through, and you will 
get through all right.' 

"Feb. :!;). This date covers one week 
si nee we escaped. After breakfast we bade 
our kind hostess good-bye, and again 
started out in the rain. The young man 
who had spent tbe night with us went 
along some eight or ten miles as our guide. 
He took us to a family by the name of 
'f-b-r. The old gentleman was not at 
home when we arrived, baving "gone to 
town." '1'he mother and her daughter 
prepared dinner for us. "Vhile they were 
thus engaged we entered into conversation 
with them, and told them we had been di
rected to find a man living in that locality 
by the name of BoggulI, who perhapfl 
could give us some information in regard 
to friends, route, &c. 'fhey expressed 
great surprise that we had been so direct
ed telling us that this man BoggUfl wa!! 
one of the worst Illell in that neighbor
hood. He employed his time, they said, 
in bunting out citizens who were loyal to 
the old flag, and escaped prisoners. All 
this WllS certainly unaccountable to us, as 
it was the young woman whose brother 
had been our guide of that morning who 
bad directed us to Hnd this man Boggu~. 
But r thought then, and think so still, 
that Aunt Lucinda's dark haired woman 
had somethi-ng to do with it, for a little in
cident that occurred at 'Crab OrChard,' 
'fennessee, about three weeks afterward 
seemed to look that way. Of this, 
however, I will speak when I get to the 
place. After dinner we started again, the 
rain continuing to fall, and wandered, as 
we supposed, until towards evening, when 
we carne to a new, unoccupied, and as we 
discovered after effecting an entrance, an 
unfurnished house. We thought our
selves fortunate in coming across this 
house, and concluded to get in, build a 
fire, dry our clothing, .and have a good 
sleep. Before Jeavine:Salisbury, each one 
of us provided himself with all the keys 
he c,lUld get, to be used in unlocking 
boats, &c. Stepping up to the door of this 
bouse eacb fellow whipped out hiskeys and 
found one which unlocked the door. What 
was our dismay when we pushed the door 
open to find the house filled with straw I 
Of course that put us upon our guard, and 
making a fire was out of the question. 
The next best thing we could do was to 
bury ourselves in the straw and try to 
keep warm, which was bard to ao with 
our clothing soaking wet. A short time 
before dark we heard a noise at one of the 
doors, as if someone was trying to get ;n. 
We thought our time had come, and when 
the door opened expected to see Boggus 
and his gang. But instead of this dreaded 
man the newcomer proved to be one of the 
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young women who had prepared dinner 
for us. To our astonishment we learned 
that we had been wandering around near
ly the whole afternoon, and had not gotten 
ofrof the plantation. This young woman, 
in the absence of her father, had come out 
to this house to feed some cattle that were 
in the field near by and opened the door to 
get provender for them. Sometime after 
dark a second party came to one of the 
doors, and having opened it. called us. 
This proved to be the owner of the premi
ses, a kind old gentleman, and a friend. 
Upon his return home he was informed of 
our being there and be came through the 
darkness and rain to-I was about to say, 
to see us, for see each other we could not. 
But the old gentleman came in, sat down 
on the straw and spent perbapR an hour 
wi~h us. When about to leave he kindly 
invited us to come to his bouse in the 
morning and take breakfast with him. 
Bidding us good night he went out and 
locked the door. 

"Sunday, Feb. 26th. According to in
structions last night from our friend, when 
he invited us to take breakfast with him, 
we were out before daylight and on our 
way to his house. This was necessary for 
his safety as well as ours, that our move
ments should be guarded. After breakfast, 
in company with the old gentleman, we 
ret'lrned to our quarters of the night 
before-the straw house-where a council 
was held. Our friend did not know much 
about the situation, but concluded to send 
us to some friends further on who, he 
thought, could give us information that 
would be of benefit to us. We according
ly bade him farewell, and with our ~uide 
of the day before started. 'Ve arrived at 
the place sometime during the forenoon, 
and received a hearty welcome from this 
friend aud his good wife, who prepared 
dinner for U1l. During the afternoon we 
dried our blankets and clothing, and 1 did 
some darning of stockings and mending of 
clothes for the boys. In the evening this 
friend took liS a few miles further on to 
other friends-a relative of his named 
W-b-n, a man loyal and true. A number 
of families of the same name lived in this 
neighborhood, all loyal. After supper we 
were conducted to a barn some distance 
away where we spent the night. The 
next morning we learned from our frienll 
that a number of eRcaped prisoners bad 
traveled this road before us. Among the 
number was Junius Henri Brown and 
Albert D. Richardson, both of the New 
York Tribune, and had made their escape 
from Ralisbury in December. I might 
~ay here that these two men, Brown an(1 
B.ichardson, were prisoners with us in 
Halisbury, and that we were well uCfluaint
1'.1 with them. 'rhl'yeflectl'tl their l'~cape 

in about the same way we did. Both of 
them wrote books detailing their expe
rience in Southern prisons and the inci
dents of their escape to the nion lines. 
We were also informed that a noted scout. 
a native of North Carolina, whose name I 
cannot now recall, was traveling back and 
forth to Knoxville, Tennessee, conducting 
escaped prisoners and recruits for the 
army. Of this scout's whereabouts at this 
time our friend did not know, but he 
promised to try and find him. We spent 
Monday and 'ruesday among these fami
lies, expecting to hear something of this 
scout. On 'ruesday night, not baving 
heard of the scout, our friend conducted 
us to another friend-Esquire B.- from 
whom he thougbt we might iearn some 
information. We arrived at the place 
about 11 o'clock; the family had retired. 
Our friend tried the door dnd found it un
locked, and went in and called to the man 
of the house-an old gentleman, who was 
in bed in another part of the house
"Squire B--, I have some friends with 
me wbo wish to stay with you to-night." 
His reply was, "God bless you, friends, 
lie down by the fire and make yourselves 
as comfortable as you can until morning." 
Our friend and guide bade us good bye 
and started home, when we laid down and 
soon were fast asleep. When we awoke in 
the morning and met the family, which 
consisted of the "'Squire"-an aged gen
tleman, two daughters and a son-a splen
did looking fellow-and wearing the uni
form of a rebel soldier, they welcomed us 
to iheir home. 'rhisyoung man had been 
in the army, but like many others had 
grown tired and disheartened and was 
home on a furlough. When breakfast 
WI\S ready we were invited to the table, 
and while eating one of the daughters 
came in and told us that a number of 
armed men were coming towards the 
house. In less time than it takes to write 
it there were five young men going from 
the house in an opposite direction about as 
fast as they could, keeping the house be
tween them and the approaching soldiers. 
'Ve ran a considerable distance through a 
lalle and then took to the bills. After 
gaining the top of a hill we stopped to 
reconnoitre, expecting to see the men 
coming after us. Keeing no one pursuing 
us, we waited sometime for something to 
turn up, when the 'Squire's son, who hall 
run with us, said he woult! return to the 
house and see who they were. He did not 
return for perhaps an hour or more, when 
we began to feel uneasy. We were laying 
under a large pine tree. I arose and upon 
looking around flaw seven rebel solclil'r~ 
fully armed and equipped coming directly 
toward the tree. ] thought that our tinlt' 
wa~ fmrelycome. 'rhl'Y circled arolll111 Uw 
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(reu aUlI tawe to a l1alL By lhi::; liwe tuu 
falSI. of our party were bittiug up-Lhe
. Iohullies looking aL us, alltl we at them. 
'l'Iley stood looking at us for ptlrl1aps a 
millute, and not a word passed betweell 
liS, wben they wheeled and marched dowlI 
the hill. We were dumbfounded. and it 
took some little time to realize that we 
had not been recaptured. We knew tbal 
seven men armed could easily have cap
Lured four unarmed persons. It was not 
long until tbe mystery was made clear. 
Our friend came back to us and reported 
them to be seven deserters from tile rebel 
army on their way home to Mississippi. 
Their errand to tbe 'Sf\uire was to get
sometbing to eat. When at breakfast tbey 
told the 'Squire that tbey had been in the 
army almost from the beginning of the 
war, and could never get a furlough to go 
home, and now they had left intending to 
go home "peaceably if theycould, forcibly 
if they must." After learning who they 
were I regretted that we did not make 
known to them who we were. After 
hearing the report from our friend, aur1 
our re<',ovel'Y from our fright, we proceed
ed to interview him in regard to the situa
tion, when he informed us that the cir
cumstances und~r which he was at borne 
rendered it very necessary for his safety 
thathe should keep "out of sight" as much 
as possible, and that consequently he had 
no information to give us. After consulting 
a while as to what was best for us to do, we 
concluded to return to the friend wbo had 
conducted us tbe previous night to his 
house. Bidding him farewell, we at once 
set out upon our return, and finding our 
triend of the previous day, we spent the 
day with him and had three square meals, 
sleeping in good beds that night. Whilst 
sitting by the fire in the evening chatting 
with our host, a little girl of the family 
came running in greatly excite(l (we found 
that the children understooll tbe situation) 
saying, "Man's coming." 'rhat was 
enough. It did not ta.ke liS live minutes 
to get away from that house and do some 
fast walking. After proceeding a consid
erable distance from the house, we con
cealed ourselves and waited to see what 
would next turn up. It was not l(lng 
until a peculiar whistle brought us from 
our biding place, when we met our friend 
who informed us that the strangers con
sisted of four persons, three of wbom were 
escaped prisoners from Salisbury aud a 
rebel soldier on horseback. The three 
prisoners had-escaped from the stockade 
the same night we did. The wbole four 
were under the influence of apple jack. 
They were a jolly, roystering set !l'nd such 
as we did not wish to travel WIth. Ac
cordingly we did notputin an appearance. 
After they left we retlll'ned to the house 

aUlI retired, shwl'iug wull after the scal'll 
wo l1ad. 

"The following day, March :.!d, we spenl 
at the houHe of our friend, and the mol'1l
i llg after he piloted us acrobS •Brush 
Mountain'to another friend whose namc 
was B.I-y. _From him and his family wa 
were the recipients of much killdness, and 
owing to rain and high waters we were 
compelled to remain with them three 
days. Part of this time we spent in tho 
house and part in the woods. Our princi
pal object now was to tlnd the scout pre
viously referred to, and our host, Mr. B., 
gained for us all the information he could. 
'l'he friends here all knew him, but could 
not tell where he was at that time. Mr. 
B. had a son who was working in a cotton 
factory on theYadlIin river, about six 
miles distant. He was expected home on 
the following Saturday evening if the 
river was not too high to cross, and from 
him it was supposed we could get the in
formation we desired. Whilst staying 
here a little incident occurred, and I think 
if I could at the time have got hold of 
Galbraith's throat, I would have stopped 
one snorer for that time at least. Some 
time during the daya woman was reported 
coming towards the house. Hearing this 
we started for a ladder leading to a loft 
overhead- the house being but a story aud 
a half high. Dr. Kaufman, Brown and 
myself ascended the ladder, expecting Gal
braith would follow, but instead of doing so 
he stepped into another room in which were 
two beds. When we discovered that he 
was not coming up after us we drilw up the 
ladder and closed the trap door and dispos
ed of ourselves upon the loft-Brown 
lyIng down upon a bed on the floor. We 
were but barely fixed before the woman 
came in. I was sitting in a chair directly 
over her, and through II crack in the fioor 
could see bel' and hear the conversation 
carried on between her and Mr. B. By
and by I heard a snore and concluded that 
.Brown had fallen asleep, but on looking 
around f('und that both he and Dr. Kauf
man were awake. Presently another 
noise, followed by others, and eacb suc
cessi ve one louder than the previous one, 
until the last grand finale-a real, tearing 
snort was reacbed. Then all was quiet,
but there were three uneasy fellows in 
that loft during the 'overture.' I could 
see and hear from the conversation below 
tbat the visitor heard the snoring. She 
inquired of Mrs. B. what it was l' Mrs. 
B. evaded by replying that she supposed 
it was one of the dogs under the house. 
Her visitor looked very suspicious and pro
longed her visit until I thought she never 
would go, but at length she left, when I 
hastily descended from the loft and went 
lor Or,lbraith, but he denied that he had 
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snored at all. After the scare was over we 
had considerable fun at his expense, and 
that night made him sleep in the woods, 
as we did not think it safe to stay in the 
house. 

"Saturday, March 4th. 'l'his day Abra
ham Lincoln was inaugurated the second 
time President of the 1Jnited States. 'l'his 
day we lay in the woods duriDg a heavy 
rain. In the evening Mr. B.'s son came 
home from the factory, and upon being in
formed of our whereabouts, came out to 
see us. Sometime on Sunday be returned 
to tbe factory to make arrangements for 
crossing us over the river that night. In 
the evening with his father for our guide, 
we started for tbe river, and on the way 
we had to cross a road that was frequent
ed by rebel cavalry. Before coming to 
this road we stopped to reconnoitre as best 
we could in the dark, and heard the tramp 
of horses. Secreting ourselves until they 
passed us, we crossed over on a run and 
continued running until we gained a 
woods, when we again stopped to listen. 
Thi'3 time we did not hear the tramp of 
horses, but of men, and they seemed to be 
in about as great a hurry as ourselves. 
\Ve did not stop to ascertain who they 
were nor what their haste was about, but 
again took to our heels. '1'he moon was 
shining but it was somewhat cloudy. 
Whilst running we became separated, and 
at our first halt managed to get together" 
again. We agreed that our guide, Mr. B., 
should lead and we would follow. and as 
we weUL on we could stillllear th"e party 
coming after us. We again started, stop
ping occasionally to listen. Each time we 
could hear our pursuers. Finally we 
heard one say, 'Well, let them go. ' We 
were close to each other, but a tence be
tween us. After a sbort consultation we 
concluded to make ourselves known to 
them. Dr. Kaufman and myself, both 
armed with a club, marched up to the 
fence and challenged-'Who are your' 
The reply was, 'Friends, and we have 
friends of yours with us.' During this 
conversatiou they were advancing toward 
the fence when we ordered tbem to 'Halt,' 
which was promptly obeyeu. \Ve then 
inquired who these friends were. He re
plied, 'I have their names on a piece of 
paper in my pocket and will give it to 
you.' Coming to the fence he banded me 
a paper, and in tbe moonlight I managed, 
with his assistance, to decipher the names. 
There were three of them, all from Salis
bury, two of whom we knew. After par
lying awhile tbey were brought forward 
and proved to be as represented, and the 
same party we ran away from a few even
ings betore, excepting the rebel soldier. 
Of course we were in for it now, but we 

did not care much for their company.
Scare No.3. 

"We continued on to the ri ver, and werc 
met by friends who ferried us over. 'fhe 
river was very turbulent, but we got over 
safely. Here we found a supply of good 
rations, provided by friends-the employ
ees of the cotton factory, who had been 
apprised of our coming by the young man, 
B.l-y. After spending a short time very 
pleasantly with these kind friends, and 
receiving such information as they could 
give, we bade them farewell, and with 
one of their number as a guide, took up 
our line of march. 'fhis guide took us to 
a point about ten miles on our way to an
other friend, in whose barn we spent the 
remainder of the night. 

"March 6th. We spent this day in the 
woods communicating with some friends 
in regard to a man living In the neighbor
hood (William D--) whose services we 
e,ecured asaguide,and who finally decided, 
not only to conduct us, but also to go 
throllgh into the Union lines himself. 
This latter, however, he did not succeed 
in doing for the reason that after travel
ling some time with us, it was reported 
that the Yankees were likely to advance 
into the locality where he lived, and he 
returned home EO that he could 'settle' 
with some of his rebel neighbors some 
'old scores' he had against them. During 
this day we were joined by John W-b-n, a 
Lieutenant of the Rebel army, who had 
been on duty at Salisbury. He was at 
home on furlough, and we had met him a 
week previously at his cousin 's, a frient! 
with whom we bad stopped. He joinet! 
us for the purpose of coming through to a 
friend of his in Iowa. and Le tinally suc
eeded in getting to him. At dark, with 
William D-- as our guide, we again 
took up our line of march-our number 
having been increased to eight persons. 
During the night we travelled through 
some very rough country, cros~iDg several 
hills and two branches of Roaring River 
'fo cross tbis we had to undress ourselves. 
tie our clotbing in bundles, anti plunge in 
the water-not a very pleasant experience 
for a night in March. At about 3 o'clock 
a. m., a halt was called and we all went to 
bed-tbat is laid down and slept. 

"March 7th. At daybreak we arose 
from our bivouac, and started again on 
our march, and after proceeding about 
six miles, we found a friend who kindly 
gave UB our breakfast, after which we 
took to the woods and speut the day and 
started again at dark. Having a moun
tain to cross, we experienced considerable 
difficulty in doing so. Before reaching 
this mountain we called at the house of a 
friend to whom we bad been directed, 
who told us of other friends further on. 
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\Vhen we asked him how we were to get to 
them, he said 'Do you see yon mountaini" 
We looked in the direction indicated, and 
discerned a buge pile looming up in the 
darkness. POinting witb bis finger, he 
tben said, 'You cross in that direction, 
and at the foot, on the other side, you will 
find friends I bave told you of.' Bidding 
bim farewell we went on towards tbe 
ll1ountain, reaching which we found no 
road, no path, but an abundance of rocks, 
brush, &c. But we managed to reach tbe 
Bummit, and pretty well down the otber 
side, by about 3 o'clock am., wben we 
were brougbt to a baIt by the squaking
of chickens and lights flitting back and 
forth. A baIt was ordered and a consuIta
tiOJ.• held, and we came to the conclusion 
that we had run into some rebel soldiers 
who we engaged in robbing ben roosts, 
and tbat we bad better retire and sleep 
until daylight, which we accordingly did. 

"March 8th. We arose early, made our 
toilets, and resumed our march down tbe 
mountain, and finding the friend to wbom 
we had been directed, a widow lady-Mrs. 
V--, enjoyed a good breakfast which 
sbe kindly prepared for us. This lady in
formed us that the commotion among the 
chickens, which we had beard during the 
night, was caused by other 'varmints' 
than relJel soldiers. After paying our re
Bpects to the good breakfast prepared by 
our kind hostess, and receiving her best 
wishes, we moved on. The mountains 
having become numerous, we crossed an
other one, and arrived at the home of 
other friend~ where we had dinner. In 
the afternoon, in accordance with instruc
tions from the friend with whom we took 
dinner, we crossed another mountain. 
'l'his mouutain, by the way, is the one 
whicb caused considerable excitement 
during the past year or two by various 
eru ptions. There had been eruptions before 
we crossed it. Our guide, William D--, 
whilst croesing, called our attention to 
~vel'al places wbich gave evidence of vol
canic disturbances, but as it was raining, 
and we were in search of liberty and not 
on scientific explorations, we did not stop
long to inspect the phenomena. In a lit
tle ravine between two small mountain 
ranges, we found a good log house unoccu
pied, which we took possession of, and 
made preparations to spend the night 
there. We gathered wood and made a 
roaring fire, and with some straw we 
found on the floor, made beds and slept
well. 

"March 9th. The friend witb whom 
we took dinner yesterday, according to a 
promise made us before leaving his house, 
joined us this morning to conduct us sev
eral miles, and show us where to cross the 
Blue Ridge. After taking us out of the 

wilds, wLere we pent the night, he 
brought us to a public ruad which crossed 
the Blue Ridge, but as it was unsafe for 
us to cross by this road, he directed us to a 
point. on the summit, saying, 'There is 
where you must cross; it is some ten or 
twelve miles distant, and the only way to 
reach that point is to go straight to it re
gardless of paths or roads.' When the poet 
wrote 

"TiS distance lends enchantment to tl1c view,' 

he did not have ten or twelve miles to 
walk to reach a mountain top. and no road 
or path to travel on. I tried to catch the 
'enchantment,' but could not. It did not 
enchant worth a cent. Our friend here 
bid us farewell and turned back, and we 
began our march, keeping the road for a 
mile or two, until we came to the foot of 
the mountain. When we were about to 
leave the road, we heard some persons 
coming in our rear. We ran into the 
bushes and took a survey and saw what 
we supposed to be-and what a friend the 
next day told us we had every reason to 
think they were-a squad of Rebel caval
ry-'Price's Guerrillas,' he termed them. 
who, he said, had been operating in that 
country. We laid flat on the ground until 
they had passed. 'l'hey passed within a 
hundred yards of us, and we could tell by 
their conduct that they were a jolly set 
and in a jolly mood, singing and shouting 
as they passed. After they had gone by, 
we moved on a spur of the mountain, hid
ing them from us, but we could hear them 
fur a mile or more. After we had gotten 
pretty well up the side of the' 'pur,' we 
concluded to lay by and let them get well 
out of our way IJefore we ventured to the 
top. The morning was beautiful. '!'he 
sun was shining, bright and warm. 
Whilst lying by some pigs came along, 
and fearing that we might run short of 
rations, we confiscated one of them. 
AHel' slaughtering and dressing it we 
started for the summit. During the after
noon a change came upon the air indica
ting rain, and by the tim~ we reached t.he 
summit we were in a terrIfic storm of ralD, 
which soon turned to snow. After wan
dering along the top a short distance, we 
came to an old house, the roof of which 
had fallen in and the chimneys were down 
to within a few feet of the ground. Here 
we crawled in for shelter, but fearing the 
rebel cavalry might be lurking somewhere 
near we did not venture to make fire at 
first; but going out in di~erent directic:>ns 
to reconnoitre, and seelDg or bearmg 
nothing of them, and the storm growing 
fiercer and the cold increasing, we at 
le~th became desperate, and determined 
to build a fire. The house was built of 
logs, and the pla8teriog between them had 
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fallen ou L, so Lhat Lhe reader call j udgo 
how successful we were in making our
selves comfortable that night. 'Ve start
ed our fire and piled on wood, cansing the 
Hames to shoot up into the air and out 
through the crevices of the chimney, and 
when we had a good bed of coals we laid 
on our (or somebody else's) pig and roasted 
it. After a hearty repast on roast pig, 
we I'etired to sleep-well, rather to frp-eze, 
for that night I really thougbt we would 
freeze to death, but by going to the fire 
every few minutes to warm up, we at 
length worried through the night. 

"Friday, March 10th. Arose early, 
much thA worse for the storm. After 
shaking ourselves to become fully aroused. 
we started down the western slope, in the 
meantime looking out for our breakfast 
After travelling some distance we espied 
a small house on the mountain side. A 
couple of our party went to this house to 
see about getting something to eat, and in 
a short time a signal was given for the 
rest of the party to follow. Arriving at 
the bouse we found an old gentleman by 
the name of P--, his wife and daughter 
with himself, composing the family. 
'l'hey preparef! us breakfast consisting 
of corn bread and bacon, and I can 
a5sure the reader it was to U8 a 
royal feast. Large plates of 'Sizzling'
bacon, crisp and brown, and corn 
bread, sweet and hot. It would have 
made a boarding house keeper weep to see 
how rapidly things disappeared at that 
table. But our good friends did nothing 
of the kind, but busied themselves in fry
ing bacon and baking corn bread to meet 
the unexpected drain UDon their larder. 
After breakfast we 'interviewed' our host 
in regard to getting over the mountain, 
&c. He volunteered to go with us to a 
brother-in-law of his, some twellty miles 
distant on New River, which place we 
made aboue 8 o'clock 11. m. Here we were 
introduced to Mr. S-- - and his family, 
which consisted of his wife and several 
daughters. 'rhey prepared supper for us, 
after which we adjourned to the barn find 
laid down to sleep. 

"March 11th. We were awakeneu 
about daybreak by our friend, who inform
ed us that 'guards' had been seen on the 
opposite side of the river. rpon receiving 
this news we did not deem it prudent to 
wait for breakfast. but started at once for 
the river. When over this stream we 
found another friend, a Mr. 'V--, who 
gave us breakfast and directed us to some 
high blutfson the river, wherewecouldpass
the day in safety. In the evening he 
came to us and conducted us to the top of 
'Snake Mountain'-a local name for one 
of the ranges which divide North Caroli
na and Tellne~see. Arriving at the top of 

Lhis mountain, he gave u~ tiirecLioDs 
where to fi nd frienus Oil tile oLber side and 
tben uade us farewell and lurned home
ward. We were now on our marcb dow 11
wan} on a good mountain road into 'ren
nessee, and at about ~ o'clock Hunday 
morning arrived at the place to which we 
ilad been directed. A knock at the door 
urought out an old gentleman, wbo asked 
us who we were r We told him wbo we 
were, and tbat a friend on tbe otber side 
of the mountain bad directed us to bim, 
and tbat we desired to get to a place of 
safety to spend the day. He at once said 
he would conduct us to such a place, and 
would get ready at once to go with us. 
At this point a woman in another part of 
the bouse who bad overheard our conver
sation, came forward with an empbat
ic 'No, you shalluotgo, but Iwill.' Men 
caught in secreting, aiding, or conducting 
escaped prisoners, uy the rebels were 
hanged. This woman was the wife of the 
old gentleman-Mr. M.-and she did not 
wish to have her husband exposed to this 
danger. She got berself in readiness and 
we started-the old lady-God bless her
acting as our guide. She led us up bill, 
and down bill, and through ravines until 
about the break of day, wben she arrived 
at the place intended, wben sbe turned 
back and left us, we going to some friends 
to whom we were directed. 'Vbilst trav
elling along witb this woman, I remarked 
to ber, 'It is rather hard tbat you should 
get up at tbis timeof night. and undertake 
to do for us what you are doing.' To this 
she replied, 'Tbis is notbing. I have been 
out on business of this kind before when 
the safety of tbe 'Boys' required it.' The 
Boys referred to were termed 'Bush Boys' 
-persons wbo bad been cou8cripted, but 
deserted and returne<l home. 'fbese were 
living amongst tile bills, mountains, and 
ill caves. We sometimes spent nigbts in 
their camps and hiding places. It was 
not long after our arrival at tbis place, 
until quite a number of friendly persolls 
were with us, of whom some were ladies, 
aIll! some of them fine looking young 
()ne~. We !'<pent. the day with them very 
1'11':\~nlltl.Y, and lit night slept in a Bush 
Bo),s' cave, with tt loaded musket by each 
one'8 side. 

"Monday morning, March 13th. Start
ed early and went about two miles before 
breakfast. During this day we forded Elk 
River, crossed Flint Mountaill,and reach
ed Urab Orchard, Tennessee. Here we 
were informed by a friend that it was re
ported that a body of rebels were march
ing on that place. Whilst consulting as 
to what wo should do, and where we 
should go, a lady came to the house we 
were in, and told us that she Iived on the 
mountain side, about a mile and a.half 
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from the place we were. She further said 
that she had an unoccupied house on the 
top of the mountain, and that no rebels 
had ever been !leen there, and that we 
were welcome to occupy it, and would be 
perfectly safe there. By this time it began 
to rain and we concluded to find her house, 
which we reached before dark. We gath
ered a lot of wood, made a fire. and laid 
down to sleep. 

"March 15th. '1'his day we remained 
indoors; some of the party went down 
the mountain to see what could be had to 
replenish our commissary. On their re
turn they reported that they had bonght 
bacon and flour; some of the latter they had 
left to have baked into bread. On the 
way up they had 'borrowed' a skillet, and 
I at once, in the absence of our friend 
McGrath, turned my attention to the cu
linary department for that day. It was 
nothing, however, but to fry, bake, and 
eat, and eat, bake, and fry, all day long. 
When night came I was glad to lie down 
to rest. We lived that day, as the saying
is, 'on the top of the pile,' as well as upon 
the top of the mountain. 

"March 16th. Brown and I went down 
the mountain this morning for the bread 
that had been baked for us. Reports still 
said that the Rebels were coming. We 
got our bread and returned-had a jolly
good time that day. 

"March 17th. St. Patrick'!:! day in the 
morning. Brown and I again trudged 
down the mountain for mOl'e bl·ead. Our 
capacity for fried bacon and fresh bread 
was truly remarkable. The report this 
morning was that no rebels were a.bout. 
Whilst down in the valley we met two 
Yankee officers, named respectively Sam
\lei B. Piper, Adjutent 3d Ohio Regiment 
-now postmaster at Barnesville, Ohio, 
and Lieutenant George W. Bailey, 00. A. 
;ld Ohio, now editor and publisher of the 
Hamilton county News, Aurora, Nebras
ka. They had escaped from Oharolotte, 
North Carolina. "Ve gave them an invi
tation to go with us toour mountain home, 
which they readily accepted, and together 
we trudged up the hill. As our family had 
increased more rations were needed, aO(} 
Dr. Kaufman and OaJbraith started on a 
foragine: expedition. At this place we also 
met the scout previously referred to, and 
we arranged with him to conduct us to 
Knoxville, Tennesee, which was at that 
time in possession of the Union forces. 1 t 
wa.~ arracged that we were to start on oUl' 
journey on the following morning, and 
after completing some arrangemen~s, he 
left to visit some friends and expecting to 
remain away over night. The next mow
ing, March l~th, when he returned to onr 
ramp, he informed us that there wa.~ to be 
a "Log Rolling" on the fann belonglllg to 

the woman whose house we occupied, and 
suggested that as she had been kind to us 
we ought to stay and assist. Postponing 
therefore our departure until the following 
morning, we readily consented to his pro
position. Up to that time we were in ig
norance of what a log rolling was, but we 
found it out that day. In that region of 
country when a farmer wishes to br~ak up 
a piece of timber land for agricultural pur
poses, he does not do it as we do in Penn
sylvania-that is, go t{) work and cut off 
the timbel', but girdles each tree with an 
axe, and as aconsequence they soon die. 
'l'he ground is then ploughed and cultiva. 
ted and in the course of time the storms 
break down these trees, when they cut 
them into pieces that can be handled.
'fbese are rolled together in piJes and set 
fire to and burned up. It was at a party 
of this ki nd that we attended that day, 
and with some eighteen or twenty neigh
bors, who had gathered together, we had 
ajoJly good time, although the work was 
hard. 

"Whilst in converaation with our scout 
that day, I remarked to him that I had 
spent a night close by the place where his 
wife was staying, and that I thought of 
calling to see her. He gave me a signifi
cant look, but said nothing. In conver
ain~ with another person, I mentioned this 
to him and said that I thought it very 
strange conduct, when he replied: "I can 
enlighten you in regard to that: 'When 
the war began this man and his wife took 
opposite sides, she telling him that a man 
that would not fight for his country did 
not deserve a country." '1'he consequence 
was, he did enter upon the services of his 
country-the country whose flag was the 
glorious stars and stripes, and his wife 
remained at home sympathizing with the 
stars and bars. He further informed me 
that the:night we spent with aunt I...ucinda 
D--, the soothsayer or fortune teller, this 
woman was at her father's who was a near 
neighbor of aunt Lucinda's. Here then, as 
J then thought aud have ever since believ
ed, was aunt I.ucinda's "dark haired wo
man." I think, too that this woman knew 
of our ueing there, and managed to have 
our friend&-innocently to them-senclul-' 
011 the hun t of'Rogges. ' 

"March lOth. "BreaK camp fall ill, anll 
forward march," was the order this morn
ing, and dowu the mountain, and into the 
valley, and onward we went. During our 
halt of the last few days, our squad had 
ooen inc,easing and we now numbereu 
twenty three, all escaped prisoners from 
various places. In the evening we found 
an empty hOll e, which we too possel'!':ion 
of and spent the night there. 

"i\'[arch ~oth. "'e sent some of our par
ly Ollt after rntiolls for our llreakfa~t, Mtf'r 
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wbich we resumed our marcb. In tbe 
evening we reacbed a place called "Greasy
Cave" in Wasbington County, Tennesee. 
Here we bad supper and spent tbe nigbt. 
Our squad was too large to be accomodated 
at one place, consequently we divided and 
went to different places. Our original 
party of four, however, never separated 
and we always remained togetber. This 
night we were assigned to a family named 
P--, and wben tbe time for retiring 
came one of the family having a pine torcb 
made his appearance and said tbat be was 
ready to conduct us to our sleeping quar
ters. He led, we following and crossing a 
small stream in front of tbe bouse; be 
struck a by path tbrough the bushes and 
began to ascend a hill, and in a very short 
time stopped at tbe entrance to a cave on 
tbe bill side. Wben we reached tbis place 
our guide said 'Here is where you are to 
sleep, add I think you wiII be safe.' Leav
ing us tbe torch he bade us good night and 
left. After going into tbe cave some 
distance we found straw, indicating that 
otbers bad occupied tbese quarters before. 
Before we laid down, Brown and I deter
mined to do a little exploring, and taking 
tbe torch we started and bad gone but a 
sbort distance wben we discovered several 
avenue!:! brancbing off from the main one. 
We entered one of these and bad not pro
ceeded far until we noticed still others 
branching off from tbis one, wben we con
cluded that we were at a dangerous busi
ness and bad better retrace our steps. After 
returning a sbort distance back, we came 
to a point wbere we disagreed as to wbicb 
was the rigbt way and after some parley
ing I yielded to Brown, and it was well I 
did for it proved to be tbe the rigbt way 
and soon we were at our starting point.
Had we taken the other avenue, tbere is no 
doubt but what we would have been lost and 
our bones migbt now be bleacbing in tbat 
cave. Tbe next mornining when we came 
out of tbe cave, we found that we were but 
!\ little distance from tbe bouse, but con
siderablyelevated above it. We told our 
friends of our adventure in the cave, and 
they said it was well we returned when we 
did for tbe cave led to no one knew wbere 
and no person had ever succeeded in find
ing its end. 

"March 21st. Before starting this day we 
had to provide rations, and tbe baking of 
bread detained us until about ten o'clock. 
It rained some during tbe day, and toward 
evening we crossed Cbuckee river in a 
canoe and encamped on Indian creek. 

"March22d. We broke camp at 8 o'clock 
and soon reacbed 'Boss Mountain,' and 
the last one we crossed on foot. It is one 
of the Allegbeny range and by the na
tives it is called tbe 'Big Butt.' We be
gan tbe ascent of tbis mountain about 9 

o'clock and after climbing long enough to 
reach the top as we supposed, we ascer
tained it proved to be a plateau of per
haps two or three hundred feet, and tben 
another ascent. Thiswassucceecled bystill 
another plateau and a rise and tbese by 
anotber until tbe top was reacbed. ]<'rom 
tbis summit we bad a view of magnificen t 
grandeur. Tbe whole valley lay spread 
out before us for miles upon miles. Tbe 
Cumberland Mouutains were visible in 
tl1f' c1ist:J.nce, and directly below and para
lell witb tbe one we were on were other 
ranges whil'h appeared to usns thougb we 
could l.!ln; uropped stones down upon tbeir 
tops. It was indeed a reward for the toil 
we bad endured in sca!iD~ these heights.
Penmar and Higb Rock seem but pigmies 
when compared witb them. We reached 
the foot of the the mountain in the even
ing, baving spent almost tbe entire day in 
crossing. That night we encamped in an 
old bouse. 

"Marcb 230. \Ve were now out of the 
mountains, and concluded to spend tbat 
day in camp and rest. 

March 24th. After marcbing about five 
miles on tbe morning of tbis day, we were 
informed that 'the rebels were coming.' 
Upon receiviug this unwelcome news we 
concluded to halt and lay by for the day. 
In tbe evening some friends brought us 
rations, and at tbis point our scout left us. 

"March 2lith. We lay in camp during 
tbe day, expecting to resume our marcb 
in the evening, but during the afternoon 
we were informed that tbe rebels were 
within ten miles of the place we were at. 
Hearitlg this we separated into squads anll 
went to different places to spend the night. 
Tbe squad I was with consisting of Dr. 
Kaufman, Brown, Galbraith, Adjutant 
Piper, Lieut. Builey and myself, remained 
togetber. During the evening a man-a 
relative of the family with wbom we were 
staying-came there from Greenville, ten 
miles distant (the home of President An
drew Jobnson,) and informed us that the 
Yankees werA in possession of the placE'. 
This information made us feel pretty good, 
and Adjutant Piper, who bad became im
patient because we bad notgotten through 
the rebellbes, declared tbaton tbefollow
ing morning be was going to Greenville, 
if no one else would go. But he did not 
succeed in carrying out bis purpose as soon 
and easily as be expected. 

"Sunday, Marcb 26th. During the last 
two days we bad been within but a few 
miles of tbe expiration of tbe rebel lines, 
and bad done but little less tban advance 
and tben faU back, making but little, if 
any advancement. Knowing that we were 
so near tbe lines of our friends, we could 
scarcely restrain ourselves, and act as cau
tiously as tbe circumstances demanded. 
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This morning we all gatheretl together, 
after our night of separation, and started 
for Greenville, everyone of us as deter
mined to go through as was Piper the 
night before. Between us and Greenville 
there was a road and a river which we bad 
to cross. On this road was our greatest
danger, for rebel cavalry were patrolling 
it, and we were in constant danger, and 
that was the reason we did not get to 
Ureenville that m0rning as we so confi
dentlyexpectetl. In company with some 
friends we stal'tetl, and after proceeding 
two or three miles, we were informed that 
rebels had been seen but!l short time be
fore on thel'oad,attheprecisepoini wcwere 
to cross. \Ve at once fell backward again 
pretty quickly-Piper retreating with liS. 
'rowards evening, with a friend to pilotus 
we again started, and f>ucceeded in cross
i ng the road, and at once hurried on to 
Nolchucky river. 'Ve bad not proceeded 
far after crossing this road uutil we were 
invited to stop for supper, wbich invita.· 
tion, with onr tbanks, we declined. No 
supper for us now, hungry though we 
were, until we bad once more seen our 
dear old flag and tbe friends wbo defended 
it. Reacbing tbe river, we were put over 
by some friends in a 'Dug Out,' they giv
ing us directions to travel by. Bidding 
them farewell, we moved rapidly on and 
about 8 o'clock we struck tbe Union lines 
and were challenged by Federal pickets. 
As our squad had by that time increased 
to twent.y-six, it was not considered safe 
for us all to advance at once upon the 
picket line, and we thereupon halted some 
distance before we reached it and sent two 
or three forward to report our presence. 
In a short time they returnetl, saying that 
it was all right, wben we all !Hlvancedand 
crossed tbe liue and found ourselves in the 
camp of tbe 4th Tennessee Infantry, ancI 
without much ceremony distributed our
selves amongst the different companies for 
something to eat and a place to spend the 
uigbt. 'l'hese we batl no difficulty in ob
taining, and we lay down that nigbt un
der the sweet consciousness tbat we were 
once more under the protection of our 
dear, glorious old flag, and tbat in a short 
time we would return to our homes and to 
our friends from whom we had been so 
hmg separated. 

"Monday, March 27tb. Tbis morning we 
reported to the Colonel commanding the 
regiment, and after telling him wbo we 
we were wbere we came from, and where 
we wish~d to go, be informe~ us. that a de
tail would leave for KnOXVIlle 1ll the af
ternoon with a number of prisoners, and 
tbat we could fall in with them and pro
ceed to that place. WbEln the guard came 
around to take cbarge of the prisoners, we 
recognized among them Mr. Edward Fer

ry, a fellow-townsman; and when every
thing was in readiness to start, and the or
der to "forward marcb" was given we 
moved along with them. Tbe g~ards 
were mounted and formed a hollow square 
with the prisoners in the inside and w~ 
along with tbem. We were allowed to go 
as we pleased, eitber before or bebind as 
llited us best. After proceeding along un

til towards evening, we met the advance 
of tbe army of General George H. Thom
as, which was moving towards Virginia. 
After passing a number of regiments, we 
saw a battery about going into camp a 
short (listance from the road, and stopping 
to take a look at it, discovered to Ollr great 
pleasure that it was battery B, formerly 
commanded by tbe lamented Captain Ram
uel McDowell, of this place, and composer! 
largely of men from Uhambershurg. 1 
cannot now recall tbe name of the Cap
tain who tben corumanded it, but the 
Lieutenants were Camp anti 8hat7.er. The 
only privates I can remember were Jesse 
H.ichter aud Frank Yeager. Tbe boys
were astonished at seeing us, and glad to 
meet us, and we were no less surprised and 
gratified to meet them. Tbey gave 
us an invitation to spend the night 
with them, which we gratefully ac
cepted. After going into camp with 
tbese mell, and tbe troops yet passing
along, we went to tbe road side to look 
at them, when by and by along came 
the 77th Pennsylvania regiment, wbich 
bad been partly recruited at this place, and 
had been commanded successively by our 
former fellow-townsmen, Colonels Stum
baugh and Rousum, the former distin
guishing himself at Pittsburg Landing, in 
which his regimeut took an active part,
and the latter falling at Stone River. The 
name of the Colonel commanding the reg
iment at the time I saw it, I do not now 
remember, and it was composed of but a 
handful of battle-scarred veterans, the only 
one of whom I recognized being Sergeant
William Eaker, of tbis place, and known 
to many of our older citizens. 

"March ~8th. This morning Lieutenant 
Camp rode with Dr. Kaufman to General 
Stanley's headquarters, and after stating 
our case tbe General gave the necessary 
passes and orders for transportation . At 
this place our party separated, Dr. Kauf
man, J. Porter Brown and myself pur. u
ing our way bomward togetber, and with 
but one exception-Galbraith-who, some
time during the summer after our return, 
paid us a visit, we have not met since . 

•,After partaking of a substantial dinner 
with the officers of the battery, and bav
ing our haversacks filled, we badeour kind 
friends adieu and started for Bull's Gap,
s!x miles distant, from wbich place trains 
were running to Knoxville. When we 
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reached the Gap, a train was about to start 
and finding an empty box car we took pos
session of it and, night coming on, we 
spread our blankets and laid down and 
slept.

"March 29th. When we awoke in tbe 
morning our train was standing still near 
a town, and upon inquiring were told that 
it was Knoxville. After breakfasting
from our haversacks we got out to take a 
look around and asc>.ertain when our train 
would go on. The conductor, engineer 
and fireman had gone off, and we could 
find no one that could give us any infor
mation. Whilst waiting for the return of 
these men, and the starting of our train, 
we learned that a train, with a passenger
coach attached, was about to start for Chat
tanooga, and as the place of its standing
was some distance from us, we did not suc
ceed in reaching it in time to get aboard. 
The only tbing we could do then was to 
wait. By and by our engineer returned, 
and finding that tbe fire in the engine had 
gone out, he started on the hunt for the 
fireman, but by the time he was found 
and tbe fire started up, the engineer was 
missing and some one went to look bim 
up. At lengtb all were found and at tbeir 
posts, and when the familiar and welcome 
• All aboard' was called, we pulled out. 
Towards evening our train came to a halt 
-some one said, I think, near Sweet Wa
tel' river-and upon getting outtoascertai n 
the cause, we were informed that there 
had been a wreck on the opposite side of 
the river, and that several trains ahead of 
us had been delayed-a part of some of 
them standing on the bridge spanning the 
river. We climbed up to the top of the 
car, and passing from one to the other aud 
over the bridge to the wreck, we founu 
that the track was being cleared as rapid
ly as possible. The engine was lying with 
its wheels up, in a gully, and it required llO 
immediate attelltion. When waiting and 
walking about among the trains, we dis
covered the one which had passed out in 
the morning in advance of theone we were 
on. Hunting up the conductor, we asked 
him if we might get into his train? He 
inquired where we had been riding, and 
after telling bim, he said "Well, why
can't you ride there again~" We told 
him that we were tired of riding in house 
cars. He then inquired who we were and 
where we were going? In replying to his 
inquiries, we showed him the papers giv
en us by General Stanley, and alter care
fully looking at them a change occurred 
in his manner, and he said, 'Ah I I see 
that you are escaped prisoners. Gentlemen, 
there is my car, step in and make your
sel ves comfortable.' This man was a lieu
tenant and military conductor, but strange 
to say, neither of us thought of asking his 

name, wbich we greatly regretted. Upon 
entering tbe car we found it pretty well 
filled with both ladies and gentlemen; and 
in a short time our newly made friend 
came in, and coming to where we sat, he 
said, 'Well, boys, I suppose you have not 
had too much to eat?' We replied, 'Hard
ly ever,' when he went out and in a short 
time returned with a good sized parcel
done up in paper, which he handed us, 
saying, 'Boys, that's the test I can do for 
you here.' Upon opening the package we 
found that it contained crackers and 
cheese. Whilst the train stood there par
ties in our car began to pay their respects
to certain lunch baskets, and when in a 
short time it began to be known through
out the car that we \\0 ere escaped prisoner!! 
from Southern prisons, both ladies and 
gentlemen pressed us with invitations to 
partake with them. In a very short time we 
were well supplied with cold chicken, 
sandwiches, cake, &c., luxuries we had 
been strangers to for the pabt year and nine 
month!!. 

"At length the track was cleared and the 
train started for Chattanooga and we ar
rived there about 2 o'clock, A. M. We 
stopped at the Soldier's Home and after 
breakfast repaired to headquarters for a 
pass that we might go around i\ight-seeing 
without being molested by patrols. Whilst 
strolling around the city, we had the 
pleasufH of meeting Mr. A. F. Smith, now 
Chief of Police of this place, and bis 
brother Dr. John. Adam was in charge
of Government iron works, and I don't 
know which was t.he gladder party-the 
Smi ths or us. After congratulations, Adam 
said, 'Boys, how are you off for funds i" 
'Ve told him we were just about out, bav
ing spent our last cent shortly before 
reaching the Federal lines. Taking out 
his pocket-book, he handed each one of us 
a five dollar bill, at the same time saying 
thai he was sorry that it was not more
that he had not received pay for sometime 
and was a little short. He then told us of 
several other Chambersburgers that were 
in Chattanooga, and proposed to conduct 
us around to see them. Arriving at the 
place we met Henry Bowers, now an engi
neer on the Mont Alto railroad,and one of 
the Cline boys-Frank, I think. They
told us of several others who were there, 
hut at that time were away on duty. Bow
ers and William Murray were running en
gines at Chattanooga-Murray at tbe 
time was home on a furlough. When meal 
time came we took bean soup with Henry 
-pure bean soup without the usual ac
companyment of bugs to which we had 
been accustomed in our prison life. At 
1:30 P. M. we left Chattanooga for Nash
ville. We occupied a box car, the seats of 
which extended acrosss the entire car, and 
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about dark a number of soldiers were ta
Icen aboard as a train guard for the night.
I had a seat entirely to myself. and wrap
ping my blanket around me, lay down to 
sleep. About 2 o'clock in the morning I 
was awakened by a thumping and bump
ing, and before I could rightly take in the 
situation, I was sprawling on the floor of 
the car. Instantlyall was confusion and 
the guards were ordered to the front. It 
was supposed that the rebels had purpose
ly thrown the train from the track, as one 
had been wrecked by them in that same 
locality but a short time previously. We 
got out of the car and found the engine and 
three cars off the track, but no rebel;; about. 
We were detained until about 11 o'clock, 
when the track being cleared we proceeded 
upon our journey and arrived at Nash
ville at 2 P. M. 'rhe next morning we 
went to headquarters to see about baving 
our passes for transportation renewed, but 
were informed that nothing could be 
done for us. We now for the first 
time were brought to face the incon
venience of being far from home in a 
strange place without money. As already
stated we had spent our last cent just
before entering the Union lineR. Our 
guide, who had engaged to conduct us to 
Knoxville, when he found that we were 
within ten miles of the linesat Greenville, 
said that we could then do without his 
further services, and if we would pay him 
the sum stipulated for he would return. 
The amount we paid him was, I think, 
seventy dollars, which entirely cleaned us 
out. But as long as we travelled on mili
tary roads--roads controlled by the military
authorities-we managed to get along, and 
Adam Smith's five doUars did not go very
far towards bringing us from Chattanooga 
to Chambersburg. We accordingly tele
graphed for remittances to be sent us at 
CinCinnati, and then started out on the 
hunt for the Christian Commission, hop
ing that it might do something in the way
of assisting us on our way. At length we 
found it, and communicated our story to 
the person in charge, a kind hearted, 
fatherly old gentleman, whose name has 
e!'caped my memory. I told him that 
when at home in Chambersburg I had 
done considerable work for the ladies 
of the Commission in the way of as
Sisting in making, packing and nailing 
boxes. After listening to my statement 
he said, 'That being the case, the Com
mission won't go back on you now. I 
will arrange to send you to Louisville. 
Kentucky, and will give you a letter of in
troduction to Dr. Newberry, of that place,
Who is also a member of the Commission.' 
In the afternoon, sent on our way by this 
noble Commission, which did so much 
for our brave soldiers during the war, as 

well as for unfortunate persons like our
selVES when far away from home without 
money, we left Cor Louisville, and arrived 
there about 4 o'clock on Sunday morning.
After breakfasting at the Soldiers' Home
we started out to look for Dr. Newberry, ana l 

finding him at his place banded him our 
letter of introduction. He was a pleasant 
old gentleman, and ready and willing to 
assist us. He told us that a boat was to 
leave at 12 o'clock for CinCinnati, and 
gave us enough money to pay for first
class passage to that place. On our way 
to the landing Dr. Kaufman said, 'Boys, 
we now have money enough to pay our 
passage, but nothing for 'grub'; let us go 
aboard and baIl!:ain for cheap fare and 
spend what is left for something to eat.' 
'1'0 tbis proposal we readily agreed, and 
went aboard, and bargained accordingly, 
after which the doctor started out forag
ing and after some time returned with a 
good supply. What cared we for first
class cabin passage now that we had plen ty 
to eat? 'l'he boat left on time, and the 
afternoon being very fine, and we on our 
way home, we had a delightful trip.
When night came on we got behind thll 
smoke stack. wrapped ourselves in our 
blankets and laid down and slept soundly, 
and arrived at Cincicnati shortly before 
daylight on Monday morning. We in
tended to remain here until our remittan
ces would come, but being again without 
money and knowing not where to find 
lodging and food, we concluded once again 
to apply to the Christian Commission. 
Going to its place, we stated our cai*', 
when we were taken to the 'Refugee's
Home' on Longworth street. 'rhe Super
intendeut's card reads thus : 

L. V. LOOKER , 
{5up't. oj R ejllgees, 

52 Longworth St. 
'l'his place), as its name indicates, was a 
home for I:;outhern refugees. There we 
remained until the following Wednesday 
morning, when we left to seek more con
genial quarters, as the place was not to 
our liking. The Superintendent was a 
first-rate old gentlemall , but our objections 
were Qn account of some of the inmates 
and other matters connected with the in
stitution. Early this morning we left the 
place and started out to look for some oth
er place to stay at until we could bear 
from home, and in passing along ~he 
street I espied a hotel with the rollowID~ 
sign over thedoor-'Pennsylvama House 
-at which I said, 'Boys, that must be our 
house.' We at once went in and inquired
for the proprietor, to whom we related 
our situation, informing him that we were 
expecting a remittance from home and 
wished to stop with him until it came. 
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'Vhether out of pity for us, or seeing hon
esty beaming from our features, he at once 
took us in and ordered breakfast for us. 
We spent the balance of that day in stroll
ing around the city sight seeing, and fur
nishing sights for others, for we were cer
tainly an interesting looking trio-rags
and tatters, and-, well I was about to say 
something else but had better not. I 
shall not enter into any description of our 
outfit, for Dr. Kauffman is somewhat fas
tidious, and I would not like to place him 
upon record here in an unfavorable light. 
'fhe news of the fall of Richmond was re
ceived that day, and I think the excite
mentofthe people of Cincinnati thai, night 
was never surpassed excepting perhaps 
during the recent riots there. Wherever 
you would go, and from every person you 
met, men, women and children, the cry 
was, 'Richmond's gone up!' 'Richmond's 
gone up I !' Bands of music were parading 
the streets and speeches were being made. 

"Every day we remained in Cincinnati 
we went to the office of the Express Com
pany expecting to heal' from home, and on 
'rhursday morning after breakfast, as 
usual, Dr. Kaufman and myself started for 
that place. As we passed into the office a 
man was standing in the doorway, but 
looking up the street in an opposite direc
tion from the way we came and conse
quently did not see us. When in the 
office Dr. Kaufman said, 'That is George 
Balsley, of Uhambersburg.' I replied, 
'Yes, I think it is;' but neither of us real
ly supposed it was him although the re
semblance was striking. Passing on 
down to the proper tlesk and making our 
usual inquiry-'Anything for us this 
morning i"-we received the usual reply, 
'NOi' at the same time glancing toward 
the door, he said, "Vait a moment,' and 
walked forward. In a short time he re
turned with Lhe gentleman we had seen 
upon passing in, and sure enough, to our 
great joy, he proved to be Mr. Balsley, a 
brother-in-Jaw of J. Porter Brown. He 
had beeu sent here by our friends to see 
after us, and upon seeing him the ther
mometer of our feelings indicated at least 
summer heat. 'rile Drst thing done was 
to visit the clothiers, then a bath and 
next the barber. After we had under
gone the process of ablution, and 
put on our new garments, we could 
scarcely recognize each other i and 
when we went back to the Pennsylva
nia House, our host did not recognize us, 
but when he at length did, we all took a 
good laugh together. Paying our bills 
and thanking him for his kindness, we 
went to the Burnett House, where Mr. 
Balsley was stopping. At the table we 
met some gentlemen who recognized us 
as the party that had attracted so much 

attention in strolling around the city in 
our Salisbury garb, and we had considera
ble joking over it. 

"At 10 o'clock on 'l'hursday night, we 
left Cincinnati for homa. We arrived at 
Pittsburg in the afternoon of Friday, and 
making close connection with the train 
east, left at once, stopping at Latrobe for 
snpper. Whilst there Mr. Balsley said, 
'I promised to telegraph home as soon as 
I found you, and have forgotten it until 
now.' Hurrying into the office he sent a 
despatch which was received in Cham
bersburg about two hours in advance of 
us. 'Ve arrived at Harrisburg about g a. 
m., and took the 8 o'clock train for 
home. In all my wanderings I had 
never become impatient to get on, but 
could take things as I found them, and 
make the best out of them I could, but 
after taking my seat in the familiar Cum
berland Valley train, it did seem to get 
along rather too slowly. At 11 0 'clock the 
train came in to where the depot stood 
when we left (the town had been burned 
during our absence) where we were met 
by an immense crowd to welcome us 
home, and with the crowd was the old 
Chambersburg Band, of which I had been 
a member from its organization in 1851. 
A fter some considerable hand shaking we 
started up town, the Band playinga quick 
step entitled 'Eiker's Return,' which had 
been composed specially for the occasion 
by the late Professor F. J. Keller, at that 
time leader of the Band. 'fhey marched 
up Second street to Brown's Hotel, on the 
northwest corner of Second and (~ueen 
~treets, wherc Brown once more enteretl 
his home; but as there was a little woman 
whom I had called 'wife' but six months 
before I had left, and who, I knew, was 
watching and waiting for me at the cornel' 
of Marl,et and Franklin streets, I ditl not 
stop but proceeded quickly there. Anti 
now just here I want to say that if any of 
my friends would like io know tue why 
and how I got into all this trouble I have 
been telling of, if they will call at No. 1-18 
East'Vashington :;Ll'eeL, I thiuk she will 
explain it all-I've heard her 1I0 so many 
times, and she always makes it clear as
well, I was about to eay, clear as mud. 
Be sure, however, that I am at home 
when you call, for it seems that she 
always enjoys a little septet eatisfaction 
when I am present 'in giving me away,' 
as we used to say in prison parlance. But, 
I suppose I deserve it, for it was mean in 
me to go over to Hagerstown with the boys 
to see the elephant, leaving her alone. 
But, I resume. In company with my 
brothers-in-law, Dr. J. S. and B. L. 
]I.'l:aurer, we wended our way from Brown'S 
hotel down Queen street to Main, thence 
to Market, and out to Franklin. Passing 
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through the burnt district, with the ruins 
all about me, a feeling of sadness came 
over me, Imt meeting the little woman 
who was waiting for me, I soon regained 
my cheerfulness. We were captured in 
Hagerstown on Tuesday, July 7th, 1863, 
and afler a prolonged tour through the 
South, returned to Chambersburg on Sat
urday, April 8th, 1865, having been absent 
one year, nine months and two days. 

Dr. Kaufman, J. Porter Brown and 
myself were the last of our party to return 
to Chambersburg. Dr. Hamilton and J. 
P. Culbertson came home in August, 1864-; 
A. C. McGrath, '1'. H. McDowell, Charles 
Kinsler and George Heck were taken 
from Salisbury to Richmond a few days 
after we left, and from thence were sent to 
Washington, raaching home several 
weeks before we did. They were all ex
changed, and their way home was not at
tended with the privations and hardships 
we endured, but I had an experience 
which they had not, and it proved of 
great benefit to me. Previous to leaving 
Salisbury I became much reduced by a 
severe attack of that terrible scourge 
amongst the prisoners, diarrhffia, and when 
the proposition to escape was made I hesi
tated, fearing I was unable to Endure the 
fatigue of the journey, but after a little 
encouragement from Dr. Kaufman con
sented to go, and after being out a few 
days I began to improve, and by the time 
we reached home my weight had increased 
from one hundred and twenty pounds to 
one hundred and forty-two, and I felt as 
though I could walk with any ODe and 
beat him every time. It was out door 
Ii ving, pure mouutain air, and, sometimes, 
good corn bread and bacon that did it. 
And now ifany of my readers are troubled 
with dyspepsia, and desire an effectual 
remedy, ~Uld have the money to foot the 
bills, I might find the time to join them 
in a trip over the same route, in the same 
way, and feel safe in guaranteeiug a cure. 
'No cure, no pay.' 

"I feel that before closing these recollec
tions, that there is one other person who 
shared our prison life, that should be men
tioned, for although not of our party, he 
is well known to many of our citizens. I 
refer to Mike Latus, who, a few years ago, 
conducted a bakery here, but. at present 

resides in Reading. At the time of Mil
roy's rout at "\Vinchester, Mr. Latus was 
captured, and when takeu to Libby prison 
he had about, six hundred dollars in Green
backs, which he managed to conceal from 
the rebels. Mike is one of the largest 
hearted men I ever knew, and while his 
money la ted he spent it freely for the 
benefit of others less fortunate than him
self. After spending some time in Libby 
he was sent to Salisbury, and on the first 
Christmas we spent there he conceived 
the idea of giving us a Christmas treat. 
Buying such articles as could be obtained, 
he set about baking cakes, and on Christ
mas morning, with a piece of board for a 
tray, he went around among the prisoners 
dispensing his good things. rrhat treat, at 
the prices he was obliged to pay, cost him, 
I have no doubt, several hundred dollars 
in Confederate scrip, into which he ex
changed his greenbacks. He made his 
escape from Salisbury in December, 
1864, and succeeded after a long 
and toilsome march, and after endur
ing great hardships, in entering the 
Union lines in Western Virginia. Mr. 
Latus visited Chambersburg in 1865-the 
year succeeding his escape- and being 
much pleased with what was left of the 
town after its destruction by the rebels, he 
determined to return in the fall of that 
year, which he accordingly did and carried 
on his business as a baker. 

"When we left home on Monday, July 
6th, 1863, it was our purpose to go to 
Gettysburg by way of Waynesboro', but 
owing to circumstances which we could 
not control, our route was by Richmond, 
Salisbury, Knoxville, Cincinnati and 
Pittsburg. And after a lapse of two years, 
less two days, and several thousand miles 
of travel through seven different States, 
both in and out of the Union, we succeed
ed in reaching our destination, and was 
present at the laying of the corner stone 
of the monument in the Soldiers' Nation
al Cemetery at Gettysburg on July 4th, 
1865. Our object in going was to see the 
'cle2Jltant,' and we did see it, and a real 
Jumbo it proved to be before we got done 
seeing it. And now "raps,' 'Lights out,' 
and 'good night,' I subscribe myself, 

D. M. ErKER." 
GhambersbU1'g, Aug. 18th, 1884. 
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CHAPTER xvn. 

ANGELS OJ<' MERCY IN THE HOSPI'l'ALS. 

Reference has been made in previous
chapters of these reminiscences, to the 
work done by the ladies of Chambersburg
and other parts of Franklin county, in the 
hospitals established here during the war, 
as well as for sick and wounded soldiers 
elsewhere; and desiring to place upon 
permanent record these transactions as far 
as they can be recollected by the surviv
ors, and gathered from such papers as es
caped the conflagration of our town, I 
have secured the services of Mrs. J. S. 
Nixon to prepare that account. Mrs. Nix
on was a prominent actor in the work she 
records, and being conversant with the de
tails thereof, as well as in possession of 
some important papers relating thereto, 
she is perfectly competent to perform the 
task assigned her. Many of the actors in 
the events she relates have passed away, 
but the facts are ot public interest and 
worthy of perpetuaL remembrance. Her 
account is as follows: 

The interesting articles, gleaned from 
the thrilling events of the late war by Mr. 
Hoke induced me to look over almost for
gotten papers in my possession. I copy 
from the 6ecretaries book. In accordance 
with notice given in the churches on the 
previous Sabbath, the ladies of Chambers
burg met in the United Presbyterian
church on Monday, July 14th, 1862, at .J. 
P. M. The meeting was organized by the 
election of Mrs. Dr. Schneck, President; 
Miss Susan B. Chambers, Treasurer; Mrs. 
J. Sharpe Nixon, Secretary. Managers:
Mrs. S. 1\1. Armstrong, Mrs. Nead, Mrs. 
J. Shryock, Mrs. Burnett, Mrs. Glosser, 
Mrs. Hershberger, Miss Sarah Wright,
Mrs. Blood, Mrs. Jacob Hoke, Mrs. J. 
Armstrong, Mrs. Joh!. Culbertson, Mrs. 
Harry Stoner, Miss M. Heyser. 

Mr. Nixon was present and offered the 
church as a regular place of meeting, and 
it was arranged that meetings would be 
held every Wednesday and Friday morn
ing at 8 o'clock. Met again on Wednes
day, A. M., and committees were sentout 
to purchase goods, when articles were giv
en to the following persons. I think the 
list should be on the "roll of honor:" 
Mrs. B. Early, Miss Sarah Early, Mrs. S. 
E. Huber, Mrs. Gettys, Miss Helen Reid, 
Ellie Lambert, Emma Smith, Mrs. Jo
seph Chambers, Mrs. Senseny, Mrs. J. 
Kennedy, Mrs. Cree, M. A. Armstrong, 
Alice McCulloh, M. McCulloh, Mn<. 

M. J. Nixon, Mrs. Schneck, Mrs. Dr. 
Fisher, Mrs. Gilmore, Mrs. H. M. White, 
Mrs. Ritner, Mary Hull, Mrs. Dr. Lane, 
Mrs. Wallace, Mrs. Drnbler, Sallie Brown, 
Lizzie McLanahan, Mrs. John Reed, 
Mrs. Welsh, Lou. Bard, Mrs. Davis, Miss 
Heck, Mrs. Nelson, Louisa Smith, Mrs. 
E. D. Reid, Miss S. A. Chambers, Miss ti. 
B. Chambers, Miss Kimmell, Mrs. Shilli
to, Mrs. Reasner, Mrs. Melhorn, Emma 
Stuart, Josephine Kochenour, Miss Nancy
McCulloh. Miss :?rudv McCulloh, Miss 
Nesbit, Florence Brown, Mary Cree, 
Mrs. Hoskinson. Lizzie McDowell, Mrs. 
Nill, Maggie Nill, Miss A. Radabaugh,
Mrs. Johns, Mrs. Caufman, Anna Watson, 
Kate Heck, Mattie Watson, Eliza Irvin, 
Mrs. Jacob Brown, Mrs. Heyser, Mrs. E. 
Culbertson, Lide Tolbert, Mira Black, 
Lizzie Watson, Mrs. John Nill, Mrs. Mc
Fadden, Maggie Seibert, Hallie Beatty,
Mrs. Etter, Mrs. Dr. Montgomery, Jennie 
Kirby, Mrs. Kimmell. Miss Reily, There
sa Armstrong, Miss Flory, Nancy Early, 
Mrs. Duncan, Mrs. Clark, Sallie Smith, I
Mrs. Wood, Jennie Davis, Mrs. Captain a
Brown, Miss Lizzie Nill, Miss Kindline, sMrs. Mull, Mrs. rl'. B. Kennedy, Miss Rit  fner, Miss J. Gilmore, Miss Gillan. Miss aDetrich, Mrs. J. Eyster, Mary Eyster, fl
Mrs. Allie Eyster, Kate Davis, Miss Sel 
lers, Mrs. Everett, Miss Sallie Miller. Miss 
Radabaugh, Mrs. Berger, Miss Work, 
Mrs. Carlisle, Miss L. McLellan, Sarah 
Reynolds, Alice Senseny, Mrs. George
Eyster, Sr., Ellie Eyster, Mrs. Britton, 
Mrs. P. Smith, Miss Oaks, Miss SUrk, 
Miss Kuhn, Mrs. Bankard, Kate Kirby,
Mrs. Heyser, Mrs. Dechert, Mrs. Lull, 
Mrs. Sharpe, Mrs. Dr. Suesserott Mrs. 
Guthrie, Annie Reed, Mrs. Wolfkill, Mrs. 
Hazlet. Mrs. Hull, Mrs. Myers, Miss Hoff
man, Heleo Early. Mary Black, Miss 
Bechtol. Miss Stouffer, Mrs. H. Greena
walt, Alcesta Lull, Mrs. Julie Grove, Mrs. n 
McDowell, Sophia Clipper, Miss Yager, f( 
Mrs. Fritz, Mrs. Shepler. eJ 

In giving a list of the workers it is im v 
possible to give work done by individuals. II 
Suffice it to say that during the months 

following over fifteen hundred garments 

were made, sent away and used in our own 

hospitals, consisting in part of sheets, 

shirts, drawers, pillows, pillow cases, car

pet slippers, double wrappers, flannel 

sacques, towels, handkerchiefs, bandages, 

&c. Mr. R. referS to the memorable Rab
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bath that we met in the old church, and 
spent the afternoon in packing boxes, mak
ing bandages, &c. None who were pres
ent will ever forget that day, when messa
ges went from house to house, and people
moved by one impulse, came to aid in the 
good work. 

Included in the number of garments
named was an order, received from Dr. 
Henry H. Smith, for the following arti 
cles, after the battle of Antietam, the ma
terials to be paid for by the government,
the work gratuitous by our society. The 
following is a copy of items of bill in Dr. 
Smith's writing: 

SEPTEIITBER 22nd, 1862. 
The Uniled Stales To Mrs. Rebecca Schneck,

Dr. 
To beddillgfurnishedAcademy, School House 

and Franklin Hall Hospitals for U. S. troops" 
wounded at Autietam and lo.)ated at Cham
bersburg, by order of Medical Inspector Cuy
ler, through Henry H. Smith, Surgeon Gen. 
of Pennsylvania, and acting lIledical Dirl'ctor 
U. S., and by cOlJlmandofBrig. Gen. RPYllolfl~, 
as follows: 
'1'0 265 bed sacks..................... 347 15 
" 195 yds. check for sprea(ls.... ..... . 43 :{9 
" 8.~ yds. ticking (pillows).. . . . . . . . . 15 62 
" 135 sheets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 85 25 
" 175pillowcases .................... 2100 

$512 41 

I cannot go into particulars, but after a 
lapse of four months and an interminable 
amount of "red tape," Mr. Nixon and my
self visiting Philadelphia, going from of
fice to office, we succeeded in getting the 
amount and paying our own merchants 
for goodll ordered. I copy a note from Dr. 
Smith: 

"Dr. S. desires to say in reply to Mrs. ~'s 
communication, that the better plan will be to 
put the bills Into the lmnds of an agent to col
lect at the Surgeon General's office, Washing
ton. Stating the fact of refusal to pay of par
ties in Philadelphia. Dr. Cuyler's approval 
would be all that is required, and he is proba
bly in Washington. Dr. Smith regrets the 
want of faith apparent in the non-settlement of 
a bill contracted under full orders of the prop
er U. S. officers, aud if not paid would recom
mend a legal course. Jan. 13th, 1862." 

When these hospitals were opened, com
mittees were formed to visit each day to 
furnish such articles of food as the gov
ernment COUld not, and wounded and con
valescent soldirs required, and supply 
many little luxuries. 

The School House Hospital committee for 
Thursday, was Mrs. Lull, Mrs. McKinley; Fri 
day, Mrs. Ritner, Mrs. Hull; Saturday, !tfrs. 
McCullgh, Miss Wark; Sabbath, Mrs. Emb
ich, Miss L. Flack; Monday, Mrs. Beatty, Mrs. 
Erhart; Tuesday, Mrs. C. Eyster, Mrs. Auld; 
Wednesday, Mrs. Wood,Mrs. S.M.Armstrong. 

Franklin Hall, Thursday, Mrs. Nead, Mrs. 

Hok&; Friday, 1\11·s. Reeves, Mrs. Culbertson; 
Saturday, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Douglas; Sabbath, 
Mrs. Allie Eyster, Mrs. Huber; Monday, Mrs. 
Nelson, Mrs. Canfman; Tuesday, Mrs. Bard, 
Mrs. Paxton j 'Vetlnesday, l\Irs. Gilmore, 'Vat
son, Messersmith. 

Academy, Thursday, Mrs. John Armstrong, 
l\lrs. Nixon; Friday, Mrs. Burnett, l\lrs. 'Val 
lace; Satnrday, Mrs. William Seibert, ~frs, 
'Vright j Sabbath, Mrs. John Reed, Mrs. J. 
Culhertson j Monday, Mrs. Hoskinson, Mrs. 
Guthrie; Tuesday, Mrs. f~roW1l, Mrs. l\I'Dow
ell j Wednesday, Mrs. McLellan, Mrs. Hersh
berger. 

'l'here were many boxes of fruit, jellies, 
&c., &c., received from other towns. I 
am very sorry there is no record of them. 
One large one I remember from the L. A. 
Society of Lancaster. Our committee took 
charge of and made proper distribution of 
such things. It will not be deemed im
proper to mention some things that were 
donated by different persons and prepared.
One time I remember thirteen chicken!! 
were stewed at my house, and a bushel of 
sweet potatoes roasted for a dinner. At 
one of my neighbors hot corn-bread was 
baked for supper, frozen custard one day
for eighty men then in the Academy, anti 
various articles of that sort. I will give a 
quotation or two from the Sanitary COID
mission: 

PHTLADELPHIA, l\fay 14th, 111G3. 
The Woman's Penna. Branch ofU. S. Sanita

ry commission acknowledges with pleasnre t.ll!' 
receipt of fiye very valuable l)()xes of clothing 
ami hoslJital stores frolll L. A. SOCiety ofCham
berslJUrg. Ladles, your society has ,lone no
bly. 'Ve have receivell few as valuable contri
butions from any SOCiety. 

Another of May 8th. 
The ladies of Chambersburg are known far 

and wide for their llevotion to the canse of thp 
Uuion. Their patriotism will ?llwer lle forgot
ten. 

Some of the Philadelphians forget it very 
soon. It is to be regretted that we have 
no record of money raised for this one ob
ject, Miss Chambers' papers being all de
stroyed by the fire. I find a slip cut from 
a newspaper of Miss Douglas' *second re
port: Balance in Treasury, Aug. 1863, 
SI46.18. Feb., 1864, Rev. John Warner's 
lecture on Battle of Gettysburg, 78.55; 
donations from gentlemen, 269 50, mak
ing 494.23. On another page of my book 
this record: 
Received from Mr. Watson from Presbyterian 

church. . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . . •. . 70 00 
Mrs. l\IcKinley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 00 
Mr. McLellan, from Quincy.. . . . . . . . . .. 66 75 
Miss S. Chambers... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 00 
l\frs. Nelson........................... 5 00 
Kitty Lindsay. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 00 
!t1iss Denny. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 00 
Mr. A. Stouffer.. .. .... ... ..... ........ 2 00 
Odd Fellows.... ... ....... ............. 2500 
J. & W. Eyster........................ 20 00 
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!\fr. Nixon. ................. . .......... $10 00 
Capt. Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. :; 00 
Dr. Platte .. . . ,. . ... . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 00 
:Mr..Jacob Hoke....................... 20 00 

*.Mlss Douglas snccf'elletl Miss Chambers. 

This, of course, is a very imperfect 
sketch, as all churches and many individ
uals gave just as liberally. It may serve 
to show coming generations bow nobly the 
people responded to the country's call. 

The following is an editorial notice in 
the Valley Spirit of July 30th, 1862: 

"\Ve visited on Friday last the U nited Pres
bvterian church which is occnpied by the "La
dIes' Aill f-;ociety." \Ve found the room ]w('tty 
well filled with ladies engaged in the nobl", lm
triotic and christian duty of providing clothing 
and other comforts for our sick and wounrlell 
soldiers. \Ve might say mneh in praise of our 
ladies but this is an age in which noble lleeds 
bring'thcir own reward. \Ve will say tlti~ 
much, however. The ladies of Chambersburg 
will compare with any in existence, in theiL' ef
forts to provide for the wants and l'elie\-e the 
sufferings of our soldiers. They have enlisted 
in the good canse their nimble fingers ami their 
noble, warm hearts, with a will. All honor 
then to our ladies who have thns nobly evinced 
their patriotism, ami vindicated that j ud~
ment which the poet has IH'OnOunced upon tllel\' 
sex, and which the world has applauded: 

"When pain and anguish wring the brow 
A. mluistering angel thou." 

From the Valley Spirit Aug. 6th, 1862: 
Most of the churches in this place have ta

ken np collections for relief of the sick and 
wounded. During the last week, the Luthe
ran church move(l in this matter and on Sun
day after a sermon by the pastor "on the bless
edness of giving," completed their work. The 
result was a contribution of three hnndred dol
lars. 

Much of the credit. for this successful result 
is due to the zeal anti activity of B. F. Nead, 
Esq., in soliciting from the congregation dur
ing the week. 

Sept. 3d, 1862. 
The following dispatch has been issued 

from Washington by the Surgeon Gener
al : 

To the loyal women and children in the Uni
ted States :-The supply of lint in the market 
is nearly exhausted. The bra.ve men wounded 
in defence of the country will soon be in want 
of it. I appeal to you to come to our aid in 
supplying us with the ne~essary article. There 
is scarcely a woman or chlld who cannot scrape 
lint and there is no way in which they can be 
lllo;e useful than in furnishing means to dress 
the wounds of those who fall in the defence of 
their rights and homes. 

In response to this ca~l, Mrs . . Schneck, 
the president of the ladles' society here, 
issued the following appeal: 

In behalf of the Ladies' A. SOCiety, I appeal 
to all friends of our country in the town and 
surrounding community, to prepare lint ami 
send it in as soon as possible. Also old shirts, 

sheets, &c., suitable for bandages to dress 
wounds. 

I would also add that onions, tomatoes, pota
toes and dried fruits arC' much needed, and will 
be thankfully receil'e<1 ami forward!'ll. In he
half of the society.

k R S('IINECK, rresident. 
Pl'rsons wllo resiue in the country can lea\'(' 

such articles as they wish to go to sirk an,1 
wounrled sollliers at the drug storc of ,J, •'. 
Nixon. 

The following is copied from the T"allf'y 
JS~)irit of March 5th, 1803 : 

The hox of llOSl1ital slll1]>lips made up at Nix
on's drug store by some lallies of this IlIacI', 
waH for"-~1"Ilf'(! last wenk to the 77th Heg. ill 
Krlltnl"l,y . This box will rC':tch the place mos! 
needed at the rigllt timf', antl its conteutH wiil 
pro,!, accAptable to sick solt! iers. \Vhl'n tl,,' 
77th If'ft Camp \\'ood for Nashdlle, it h:lll ovpr 
one hnmlred sick in hos]lital at l\lnnfordsvilll'. 
'1'0 this point the box was sent. 

From the Valley Spirit, Sept. 24th, 
]I:<G2 : 

The Secollli am! thin! floors of the J!'mnklin 
Hall arc occupied at preseut for hospital pur
poses. Several huudred sick and wounde<l 
)uwe already been brought o,er from the bat.tle 
field and everything that can be done by slnll
ful physicians ami a humane community is 
being done to render them comfortable. 

The following is Surgeon General 
Smith's acknowledgement: 

SURGEON GENERAL'S OlwrCE, ( 
Chambersburg, Sept. 25, 1863. \ 

The undersigned, on behalfof a large number 
of soldiers of the Penna. militia, as well of the 
United States volunteer, respectfully tenders 
his thanks to citizens of Chambersbnrg for re
freshments liberally furnished by them to 
these men arriving in the town during the late 
emergency. He also tenl!ers to the l~ies of 
the Christian Association assembled m the 
United Presbyterian churCh, his grateful ac
knowledgement of ·the valuable assistance they 
have rendered the U. S. t1'oops in the Geneml 
IIospitals of Charnbel'sbU7'g. By their untiring 
efforts in prepariug bedding and other articles 
urgently reqni.J:ed by the wounded soldiers ou 
their al'l'ival from the field of battle, they have 
greatly contributed to their comfort am! wel
fare, am! diminished the labors of the surgeons 
in charge. 

HENUY H. SMITH, 
Surgeon General Pem,,'a. 

The following is the action taken by tbe 
soldiers for fa.vors shown them: 

Headquarters Co. F., from Hnntingdon. 
The following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolted, That the thanks of this company 
be tendered Mrs. \Vm. :r.1eLellan for the mag
nificent dinner she has furnished us to-day. 

Lieut. \Vr-!. LEWIS. 
R. MILTON SPEER, 

Secretary. 
The officers and members of Capt. Thoml1:s 

'V. Lynn's Co. (5th Pa. llegt.) retlll'n theu 
sincere thanks to ladies who contributed to our 
comfort on our arrival from Hagerstown wllile 
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quartered in the Court House. They will be 
held in grateful remembrance. 

1st. Lieut. W. A. CONAHAY, 
2d Lieut. 'VJlI. L. DAYIS. 

From the Valley Spi1'it of Dec. 17th, 
1862 : 

About one huudred and twenty of the sick 
and wounded soldiers who have been in our 
hospitals, were removed on Thursday last to 
Philadelphia in charge of Dr. J. R. Rodgers, 
:lI:fedical Director. Most of the men are con va
lescent, and seemed to leave Chambersburg 
with regret. The ladies of our town were un
tiring in their attentions to these men, whilst 
in our midst. ·They no doubt have their 
reward in the heartfelt gratittule of the sol<1iPrs 
and the approval of their consciences. 

Valley Spirit, of Nov. 12th: 
The following donations were received and 

distributed at the "School House Hospital" 
during the l)ast week. From Mrs. McGrath, 
pies, rusk and sundries. A large (lonation of 
l)otatoes, cabbage, onions. pumpkins, green 
and dried apples, apple butter, &c., by Mrs. 
Mahon (collected from Scotland and viCinity). 
Milk, fiour and eggs, through Mrs. Auld. 
Corn starch from Mrs. Caufman. Cider and 
apples from Mrs. Senseny and Davis. Blanc
mange from Mrs. Chambers. Apples and 
milk, Mrs. Dr. Fisher. Baked beans, Mrs. 
Lull and Ritter. A liberal donation of fruit, 
butter, &c., from Lancaster, through L. A. S. 
Mrs. Nead, apple butter. Cherry butter, Mrs. 
Sprecher. 1!~rom Fayetteville, through Miss 
Horner, Miss McGowan, Miss Colby and Miss 
1\fattie Brown, pies, cakes, bread, apples, 
milk, jellies, butter. Donors, Mrs. Barr, Mrs. 
Dr. Hartzell, 1\1rs. Oyler, Mrs. Greenawalt, 
Mrs. 'Veldy. Pies and apples from Mrs. 
lUchards and l'tIiss Henderson. Mrs. Duncan, 
blanc-mange and cream. Vegetables, Mrs. 
Kline. Prepared farina and milk for the 
whole house from Radebaugh, Brewer, Cul
bertson and N ead. Farina in package from 
Bostou through Mrs. Clark. Mrs. 1\lontgom
ery, 1\Irs. Grove, 1\Irs. Reed, Mrs. Anderson, 
Mrs. Ehrhart, Miss Stouffer, private meals to 
patients. 

A very agreeable musical entertainment 
by a party of ladies and gentlemen ought 
to have been mentioned. Then follows 
names of committees for this hospital 
(given in a former part of this article) 
and the Steward says: "To the5e are to 
be added others, among whom must be 
specially named Anna Newman and Net
tie Flack. Nothing can exceed the devo
tion with which thelle ladies have address
ed themselves in catering to the wants of 
the soldiers, made more laborious by the 
inconveniel:ce of a hospital, deSigned 
for mere temporary use. Even when 
the building was threatened with. dest~uc
tion on the morn ing of rebel InVaSIOn, 
when all other help had fled, some of 
these ladies were found at thtlir posts. It 

. is surely no infringement of the delicacy 
of the sex to send forth this humble record 

as a greeting to the noble band of mothers 
and sisters in other towns engaged in sim
ilar labors. It indicates an army of brave 
hearts at home as well as in the field, and 
furnishes the best guarantee of the ulti
mate triumph of the Government welove. 

GEORGE BAYNE, 
Hospital Steward." 

Again on Nov. 19th: "A large list of 
delicacies, fruit and vegetables, from con
tributors named, and Mrs. Ebbert, Thom
son, Newman, Nead, Brewer, Jordan , 
Reeves. From Fayetteville. Also, Mrs. 
Britton, Trostle, Linn and E. D. Reid. 
With a mention of shirts, towels and 
handkerchiefs from L. A. T. A week 
later Mrs. Chas. Eyster, Mrs. Wood, Liz
zie Lester, a liberal donation again from 
FayetteVille from Mrs. Crawford, consist
ing of chickens, pies, rUSk, &c. A move
ment to furnish the entire house with 
mush and milk was effected in great pro
fUSion, by about thirty ladies, most of 
whom have been named. A concert by 
the sweet voices in Presbyterian choir was 
among the luxuries enjoyed last week." 

Another article, Dec. 3, 1802. "A din
ner was given to the inmates ot the Hos
pitals here on Thanksgiving day. Never 
before did soldiers sit down to such a 
dinner. Turkeys and ducks and chick
ens and roasts and bakes and stews and 
puddings and pies in endless variety.
Nothing was lacking which the valley 
could supply. Great anXiety was evinced 
by the citizens lest there should not be 
enough,and many families sacrificed entire
ly their own private entertainment. The 
overplus lasted the remaining days of the 
week. It was an ovation to the everlast
ing credit of Chambersburg. At the close 
the men gave three roaring cheers, and 
subscribed to a card which reads thus: 

The undersigned. for themselves and associ
ates, take this method of tendering thanks for 
the magnificent entertainmentof Thanksgiving 
day. They are aware this is but a feeble return 
for the kindness extended. But it is all a 801
(lier has to give. These are hischerishedmem
ories easily impressed bltt never forgotten. 
,Vhen duty calls it is ours to obey. But we 
shall carry the remembrance of Chambersburg 
to every camp. It shall be our watchword on 
every field." Signed by JOHN C. LEwrs, M. 
D., aml eighty others. 

The following is taken from one of our 

town papers of :l!'eb. 22d, 1862 : 


.A. few days ago the Rev. Rebangb, of near 
Chambersburg, dropped into headquarters of 
the 46th Pa. Vol. and presented to Col. Jos. 
Knipe for the use of his l'egiment, a timely 
and a~ceptable gift, in the shape of a box of 
mittens knit by the fair hands of Chambersbnrg 
ladies. 'We tender the cordial thanks of all 
ibr the kind remembrance of Pennsylvania's 
stout-hearted and brawny-handed sons, by 
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pious mothers, loved sisters, and sweet daugh
ters of the hospitable town of Chambersburg. 
'Tis gratifyiug to the soldier, as he walks his 
lonely beat, amidst the storms of winter, to 
know that the loved ones at home are mindful 
of him, and l:tbor so zealously to make him 
comfortable as he vigilantly guards the homes 
and lives of those whom he knows little but loves 
much. We feel the kind remembrance of us 
exemplified in this timely gift by the fair 
ladies of Chambersburg and venture the hope 
that when the fortunes of war bring us home 
again they will not, as now, give us the 
mitten. 

A SOLDIER 0"' 46TH REGT. PENNA. VOUi. 

From another paper: 
The Quarter Master General acknowledges a 

large box of Hospital supplies, and adds: 
Noble deeds the test of beauty, and in this re
3pect the ladies of Mercel'sburg will come up to 
the standard of loyalty, and a little beyond. 
Also a notice of 80 pairs of woolen socks having 
been received from ladies of Guilfortl township, 
signed by Capt. D. G. Thomas, and another of 
150 pairs from Greencastle, through Mrs. D. F. 
Robinson. Acknowledged by 

CA.PT. 'VILL HOUSE. 

In this same connection I copy from the 
same paper of May 4th, 1864 : 

In pursuance of notice given, the ladies of 
Chambersburg convened at the residence of J. 
S. Nixon, on Tuesday, Apri126th, to consider 
the propriety of holding a fair for the benefit of 
the Christian Commission. After a short ad
dress by Rev. S..J. Niccolls, l=tev. F. Dyson 
was called to the chair, and Miss Mary 
McCulloh appointed Secretary. On motion it 
was decided to hold the fair, and the following 
officers elected: President, Mrs. General D. N. 
Couch; Vice President, 1\1rs. 'Vm. 1\1cLellan; 
'l'reasurer, Mrs. J. L. Dechert. Managers, 
Mrs. L. S. Clark, Mrs. J. K. Shryock, Mrs. 
.fohn Armstrong, Mrs. H. S. Stoner, 1\1rs. Wm. 
Mitchell, Mrs. B. T. Fellows, Mrs. Hoskinson, 
Mrs. McClure, Mrs. S. G. Lane, 1\1iss J{eynolc1s, 
~Iiss Helen Seibert, Miss Sarah Wright, Miss 
M. Stevenson, Miss Ellen Cook, Miss Kate 
'Vilt, and Miss Maggie Glosser. 

Collectors were appointed to solicit from citi 
zens. Ladies of neighboring towns were invi
ted, signed by Mrs. Couch. June 18th. Com
mittees appointed: Fancy tables, lIIisses M. 
Seiders, Maggie 1\1cCulloh, Kate Miller, Mary 
Black, Mrs. \Vm. Stenger, Mrs. Wm. Carlisle, 
:'III'S. Y. McCoy. Toys and books, Mrs. Shry
ock and Mrs. Foster. Ice cream, Mrs. Wun
derlich, 1\1iss Stevenson. Cake, Mrs. Mitchell, 
Mrs. Fellows. Confectionery, Mrs. Lane, Mrs. 
Platt, Miss S. Wright, Major Bert. Restaur
ant, Mrs. Lull, 1\1rs. Early, Mrs. Clark, 1\1rs. 
A. H. McCulloh. Strawberries, Mrs. 'Vm. 
McDowell, 1\Irs. Nixon. Floral, ~[jsses Mary 
'lnd Lucy Chambers, and Capt. Sweringen. 
Silverware, Mrs. H. S. Stoner, ~1iss 'Vampler. 
Lemonade, 1\Ir. and Mrs. Kinney, and Mrs. 
Duncan. 

June 22d. The fail' held by the ladies of 
Chambersburg ancl vicinity for the benefit of 
the U. S. Christian Commission, opened in 
:Franklin Hall, on the 13th inst., and continued 
until Saturday evening last. The Hall and 

Court House were both used for the display of 
articles for sale, and were thronged during the 
entire period with an interested and delighted 
crowd of visitors, who dispensed their cash 
with commendable liberality. The Halls were 
decorated with much taste and the display of 
articles in various departments spoke well for 
the industry of our ladies, when excited to 
action by charitable ol)jects. The Old Folks' 
Concert attracted an immense crowd from 
neighboring towns and villages, and on each 
evening the Hall was packed with delighted 
though perspiring auditors. 

No one who attended this, by far the 
grandest, in every sense of the word, affair 
that was ever given in our town will ever 
forget it, and though twenty years have 
rolled away, and many of the familar 
names are recalled only with a sigh, as the 
thought comes, they too have passed 
away. Memory takes me bacK to the old 
Court House, with its decorations of 
flowers, banners, flags and other patriotic 
emblems, the stirring music of drum and 
fife, the sweet strains of the Chambersburg 
Cornet Band. The men in uniforms, etc, 
and the delicious lunches. How soon 
after was all laid waste by the rebel torch. 
In the paper published three days before 
the fire I find the following: 

,J uly 2Gili, 18().!. Receipts ana expenclitlll'es 
of Ladies' Fair for benefit of C. G.-June 14th. 

To subscription of committees in Chamhers
bmg, $953.55. The managers acknowledge the 
following tlonations : 
Miss R. Walk (Upper Path Yalley). :;\ 15!l 74 

1\1rs. 'Ym. Burgess (Loudon) ....... . 14 tiO 

General S. Cameron ................ . 10 00 

Mrs. 1\Ionn and Miss 'Velty (Quincy) 1U± 30 

Mr. Pomeroy (Roxbury) ........... . 44 Or, 

~[rs . John Eberly ............. ... ... . 1 00 

John 'Wallace ...................... . ,j 00 

Henry \Vilis ......... " ............. . 2 00 

1\Irs. S. R. Fisher ......... . ......... . 5 00 

Mrs. Dr. Reamer (Bedford) ......... . 10 00 

~Irs. Dr. 'Yright.................... . ;l 00 

G. Deitz, wood ..................... . 11 40 
Ladies' Aid Society, Chambersburg .. 20 00 
Capt. Jos. Ege...................... . 5 00 
Cash from Fair..................... . 2,627 93 
Cash from Old Folks' Concert . ...... . 557 4:1 
Cash from Museum ................ . . 77 00 
Cash from Fayetteville table........ . 161 05 

$-1,83196 
Expenses ........ " ............... 1,304 19 

~3,527 77 
The managers retUl'n thanks to the Frank

lin Hall Co., Commissioners, &c., &;c., to the 
citizens and vicinity for generous contributions 
and encouragement, and thanks to all who 
h:we aided in making up the amount. Signed 

~Irs. ,r. L. D1WHERT, 
Seeretar'lj. 

In the following days these same "loy
aI," kind, patriotiC, hospitable people 
were homeless and penniless. When 
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blackened walls and hearthstones were all 
that remained of our homes, when sad 
memories of the past were of hourly re
currence, when the problem of how to 
keep "the wolf from the door" was ever 
pressing upon us, this large amount of 
money was sent to the Christian Commis
sion. Part of it after the town was in 
ashes, and the people had not bread to eat. 
The money had been raised for our 8uffer
ing soldiers and we did not feel as if we 
had any right to it; and yet that which 
should have gained us favor, was only an 
injury. It was received with the utmost 

17 1 

coolness by the Treasurer of that Com mis
sion. I remember well the acknowledg
ment but do not the exact date. I also 
recall a tirade of abuse I received when 
doing some shopping for a widowed 
mother some months after, in Philadel
phia, which refiected very bitterly on our 
treatment of the soldier, &c. While we 
bury the wrongs of the past, we gratefully 
remember those who came to our relief in 
our time of need. 

Mrs. J. S. NIXON. 

Chambersburg, Aug. 7th, 188!. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

TilE NATION'::; SllRINE, OR 'l'HR}~E VISITS '1'0 GE'l"l'Y ::;ll UHG . 

On the afternoon of Monday, July 6th, 
1863, when the fact of the defeat of the 
Confederate army at Gettysburg and its 
retreat southward was fully assured, a 
considerable number of our citizens start
ed out for sight seeing. Several went to 
Hagerstown expecting to witness a great 
battle there. How they fared and what 
came of it have been stated elsewhere. 
Many others went to visit the field of car
nage at Gettysburg. Conveyances were 
scarce and in demand, and the majority 
had to walk. I was among the few who 
succeeded in procuring a seat in a spring 
wagon, which had been kept from being 
taken off by the rebels by taking off its 
wheels and secreting them under a house 
half a mile out of town. We left Cham
bersburg about t\\'O o'clock in the aftal'
noon, and reached Gettysburg a little 
while before dark. All along the road 
from this place to Gettysburg the eviden
ces of encampments were visible. At Fay
etteville we saw some Federal cavalry who 
were gathering up straggling rebels. These 
stragglers wete foot-sore, tired and greatly 
discouraged. We found them all along 
the road. One of them, a North Caroli
nian, we gave a seat in our wagon and 
hauled him several miles. He was so foot
sore and weary that he could scarcely walk 
and we pitied him. This man told us the 
usual story of nearly all the men we con
versed with from his State that he was op
posed to the war, was in faVOl' of the Union, 
had been dragged away from his family, 
and was resolved never again to fight in 
the cause he detested. Of his sincerity we 
had not a doubt. Poor fellow, hiB_ heart 

yearned for hia absent wife and children 
and he desired to know if there was any 
way by which be could have them brought 
north so that he need not ever return to 
his southern home. 

At the top of the mountain a line of 
breastworks was thrown up, with an open
ing in the middle of the pike for artillery. 
These fortifications were evidently for the 
protection of their rear in case of an ad
vance of any hostile force in that direction. 
Reaching Cashtown we eaw the evidence 
of large encampments. Broken down fen
ces, the remains of slaughtered cattle and 
other debris of military encampments 
were visible on every side. When near
Ing Marsh Creek, four or five miles this 
side of Gettysburg, we saw in the bottom 
lands skirting that stream, a Jarge number 
of tents. This was one of the Confederate 
hospitals, and these tents and the woods 
around were filled with wounded men. 
From this place on to Gettysburg, eve
ry house, barn and other outbuildings 
was improvised into a hospital. Men 
wounded and maimed in almost every 
conceivable way lay along the roadside, in 
yards and gardens. Some were propped 
against the houses, or supported against 
the backs of chairs with an arm or lelr off, 
and some having lost both arms. Dead 
horses lay along the road, and the people,
in some instances, were piling wood upon 
and burning them. In the fields west of 
Seminary Ridge, where the battle of the 
first day occurred, hundreds and even 
thousands of empty boxes were strewn. 
The contents of these boxes, in the shape 
of shot and shell, had been hurled against 
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the gallant defenders of the Union, and 
sent hundreds into eternity and crippled 
and maimed others for life. Along the 
crest of Seminary Ridge breastworks were 
thrown up, and from that pillce to the 
town dead Union soldiers were seen par
tially covered with earth. Several had 
been put into the gullies made by water 
along the roadSide, and their toes, bauds, 
noses alld, in some cases, their faces pro
truded from their slight covering of earth 
scraped from the pike. New made graves 
were in the fields on both sides of tbe road. 

Arriving at Gettysburg, we procured 
lodgment for the night, and tben saunter
ed out to see whatever we could. In the 
Court Hosue sickening sigh ts met our 
gaze. Every available place in tbe rooms, 
halls, vestibule and stairway was crowded 
with suffering heroes. l\'Iany had lost an 
arm or a leg. Groans of agony were heard 
on every side. The churches and other 
public buildings were also crowded with 
wounded men. The amputating tables 
were yet standing, and arms and legs were 
thrown indiscriminately upon piles and 
covered with earth. 

In the morning at an early hour we 
started out to visit the field of battle. 
'l'eamsters and ambulance drivers, over
come with excessive labor, were laying 
asleep under the shadow of churches and 
other buildings. We made our way first 
towards Culp's Hill. The line of breast
works along the crest of East Cemetery
Hill was plainly visible. After going a 
short distance we found in a field a man's 
leg, and a little distance from it a partly 
buried confederate. This leg was evident
ly separated from the body by a piece of a 
shell, for its torn and mangled edge showed 
this. Near by we pic\ied up part of a pock
et Bible. It had been cut nearly in two by 
some missile, the irregular edges and an
gleE' of which corresponded with both the 
marks upon the Bible and the soldier's 
leg. The soldier bad evidently carried 
this Bible in the pocket of his blouse, and 
the same shell which had severed his leg 
had cut through his Bible. '.rhat he was 
a rebel was evident in the place where he 
was found, and in the fact thata rebel song 
was enclosed within his Bible. 'l'he leaves 
of the Bible were stained with the Llood 
of its owner. It may have been a gift trOll 
some devoted mother or wife. We divided 
the leaves among us, and sometime after
wards, while ill the city of New York, I 
gave a number of them to a friend, who 
placed tht-m OD sale at the g relt Fair held 
there fur the bellefit of til", ~allitan: Com
mi>ltliou. A wifli~ter of 011'" "f the dlY 
churchet!, to wb!lm my frielld preseute<i 
one of thet;!! le~ves, touk it iuto his pulpit 
ano took his text fruw it. 

Withiu the Jiuet! wbere the brave de

fenders of the Unioll had stood, were, here 
and there, places where wounded men had 
lain. Branches from tbe trees and leaves 
were gatbered togetber for a bed, and these 
were saturated with blood. Paper, enve
10pell, bits of letters, shreds of clothing, 
pieces of photographs, muskets, bayonets, 
ramrods, knapsacks, haversacks, caps, old 
shoes and blankets, and many other arti
cles, were scattered everywhere. Tbe trees 
were riddled with balls. We saw an iron 
ramrod so fastened in a tree that we could 
not pull it out. It had evidently been fired 
from some musket. and buried itself so 
deeply that we failed, as did several oth
ers, to extract it. Long trenches, heaped 
over with fresh earth, told where tens, 
twenties and fifties ofrebels were interred. 
They boasted that in coming into our 
State they had got back into the Union.
MallY who thus boasted occupied these 
trenches. 'l'heir boasting had met a fear
ful verification. Upon Cemetery Hill, 
within the enclosure where rest many of 
the former residents of Gettysburg, the ev
idences of the terrible strife were painful
ly visible. Many of the tombstones and 
monuments had been laid down, either 1;.) 
prevent their being defaced and broken, or 
to form sheltering places from the iron 
and leaden hurricane wbichhadconcentra
ted from one b und red and twen tygu ns upon 
that place. '.rhe silent sleepers in that city 
of the dead, all unconscious of the terrible 
conflict going on all about tbem, uttered 
no protest against the temporary and ne
cessary desecration of their last resting 
place. Several of the monuments in this 
cemetery were defaced by shot and shell. 

Passing on down along the Union line, 
we saw where Pickett's great charge was 
made in the afternoon of the third . day's 
battle. Muskets were piled up along a 
fence like cord wood. '.rhere must have 
been ten thousand in one of those ranks. 

. Dead horses lay all about the house where 
General Meade had his headquarters, and 
from that place all along down to Round 
'.rop scores of them were seen. Some had 
great holes in them, and pools of blood 
had formed in the hollow places. 'l'hey 
were swollen and putrid, and the stench 
was horrible. Arriving at Little Round 
Top we ascended to its summit, and the 
scene of the second day's engagement was 
before us, in which Sickles' corps, perhaps 
injudiciously posted, was }.lushed back step 
by step from the Peach Orchard, a half 
mile to the west, to the base of this hill. 
LpavinJr Rounel Top. WP pR>;~eel h.v the 
Devi I'~ D... ", ~t't'i"l! ht'rp alld tllt'rt' II flIotlg 
tilt' hUl!;e h"uldt'r". unhuried coltf"ot-'rates. 
Thl-y were black and hloated, eyefl open 
ano glaring, and ('orruption rUllnillj!; 
from thf'ir mouth~. I haft !Open f'imilar 
sight:! bdure UpUll lhe field "fSlluth Muuu
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tain, but some of our party bad not seen 
tbe like before. Tbey were shocked and 
horrified. Over the ground where the 
most desperate fighting tbat ever occurred 
upon tbis continent took place-the bis
toric Wbeat Field and Peacb Orchard
we passed and returned by the Emmitts
burg road. In tbis field and orcbard the 
evidences of the great struggle were nu
merous. The ground was covered with 
tbe debris of battle, while blankets could 
have been gathered by tbe wagon loads. 
All along the Emmittsburg road pools of 
blood were seen. When passing where 
Pickett's aesaulting column crossed the 
road, the ground was like the floor of a 
slaughter house. In the low ground be
yond Codori '8, dead confederates yet 
Jay unburied. One lay dead in a stable 
near Codori's house, and a grave was be
ing dug for him when we passed. Return
ing to town we saw at the det>ot three or 
four disabled cannon. They were broken 
in various ways. One had been struck 
squarely in the muzzle by a solid shot one 
size larger than its calibre. The ball stuck 
fast in the muzzle and broke a piece out of 
it. Shortly after the middle of the day we 
left for bome, bringing with us, as did 11.1
most every one else wbo visited tbe field, 
some relic in the sbape of bullets, b3.yo
nets, &c. Bullets could be gathered eve
rywhere, and we saw persons engaged in 
collecting them by the bucketfull. During 
a recent visit to Gettysburg we were in
formed that these bullets, gathered bydif
ferent persons from the battlefield, were 
bought up by dealers, and one firm alone 
shipped fifty tons of them. This seems 
fabulous and we leave the reader to dis
count the statement to any extent he pleas
es. Even yet many are found, and to vis
itors they are the objects ofdiligent searcb. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 18th, 1863, four 
months after the battle of Gettysburg I 
again visited that place to witness the cer
emonies connected with the consecration 
of the SOLDIER'S NATIONAL CE~IE'.rERY. 
The occasion being one of national im
portance, persons were there from all parts 
of the country, among whom wherePresi
dent LINCOLN', several members of his cab
inet, foreign ministers, governors of States, 
distinguisbed military men, and other per
sons of note. The President and bis suite 
arrived by rail early in tbe evening and 
proceeded to tbe residence of Mr. David 
Wills on the southeast corner of the pub
lic square, where they were entertained. 
Shortly after dark the Marin" hand from 
Wa"hinl!ton pr..ceecif'd to the front of Mr . 
Will!!' residenct' and played _everlll ex('el
lent pieces of music, wbile the crowd 
whi('h had gathered. loudly cd.lI!'d for the 
Presid!'nt. A gentl!'man appeared at the 
duur and announced that Mr. Lincoln was 

at supper, but would, as soon as be bad 
eaten, respond to the call of the people.
After a little while the door was again 
opened, and ABRAIIAM LINCOLN stood be
fore us. The appearance of the President 
was the signal for all outburst of enthusi
asm that I had never heard equalled.
'While the people cheered and otherwise 
expressed their delight, he stood before us 
bowing his acknowledgments. At length 
silence was restored, when bis face relaxed 
its appearance of careworn sadness and 
anxiety, and a kind and genial smile over
spread his countenance. He then said 
that we had doubtless expected a speech,
and he would be happy to gratify us, but 
he dare not do it for Mr. Seward would not 
let him, and he could only thank us for the 
respect shown him and bid us all good 
nigbt. Amidst a tremendous outburst of 
applause he withdrew, when loud calls 
were made for Mr. Seward. :Mr. Seward 
soon made his appearance and favored the 
audience with a speech of considerable 
length, in which he referred to the great
issue before tbe country, and the part of 
the great drama which occurred in and 
about that place. 

In the Il¥>rning of the following day,
Thursday, 19tb, the whole population ofthe 
surrounding country seemed to be crowding 
into Gettysburg. Almost everyone want
ed to see the President, and the house 
wbere he lodged was beseiged by an im
mense crowd, watching for bis appearance.
At length the time arrived for the proces
sion to move from the town to tbe ground 
set apart for the burial of the fallen heroes 
and the President emerged from the bouse 
and mounted a horse. It was witb diffi
culty that be could move with the proces
sion, for the crowd pressed upon him and 
sought to grasp his band. Desiring to get 
an eligible position upon the ground in 
company with my wife and several oth
ers, we proceeded to the cemetery. An 
immense crowd had already gathered there 
and were waiting the arrival of the Pres
ident. When the great and imposing pa
geant entered the ground, the thunder of 
the artillery again shook those bills; and 

, wben at length, as one distinguisbed man 
after allother mounted the platform, the 
tall form of the Nation's President was 
recognized, a shout went up to beaven like 
that which occurred wben the hosts of 
treason and rebellion were defeated and 
thrown back from those hills a few months 
previously.

Throll!l'hout the whole of the FO(>rvices, 
whi('h Ol'tmpit-d sevt'ral hours, we were 
Cllmpelled til !:Itslld, and !let \IeI'll the W!'lo.r
isomeness of the Inng-. tallding and the 
crowdi n!l' and j08tli ng of the peopll'_ !'Iav
eral perl:!on!! fainted and with diffi('ulty 
were removed from the tbrollg. At the 
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conclusion of Mr. Everett's address, and 
after some excellent music, President LIN
COLN arose, and amidst the thunder of ar
tillery and the tremendous applause of the 
immense multitude, advanced to the front 
of the platform, his tall, gaunt form and 
sad but amiable face within the view of 
thousands who beheld the memorable 
scene. When silence was secured he pro
ceeded in slow and measured tones to de
liver his dedicatory address. His words 
were not heard by the larger majority of 
the people present, but during his address 
the most profound silence was observed. 
When be uttered the clOSing words, which 
have become immortal, emphasizing each 
sentence with a brief pause and a signifi
cant nodding and jerking of his head
"that the government of the p eople, by 
the people, and for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth"-it occurred to me 
(for I stood within a few feet ot him and 
heard all he said) that I had never heard 
or read anything like them, and that they 
were destined to an imperishable immor
tality in the hearts of the American peo
ple. When the exercises closed the Pres
ident's horse was brought near to where I 
stood, and taking the arm of :Marshal La
mon, he came down from the platform 
and passed close by us, As he approached 
us my wife said , "0 but I would like to 
shake his hand." Hearing this remark 
he turned and smiled, when I said, "Mr. 
President, will you have the kindness to 
permit this lady take you by the hand i''' 
"Most certainly," he replied, "ifmy horse 
will let me," for by that time his attend
ants were urging him to mount, and hi s 
horse was prnncing. Mounting his horse 
he turned full around towards us and ex
tended his hand. My wife clasped it and 
exclaimed, "God bless you, Mr. Lincoln! 
God bless you!" The people standing near 
seeing this, made a rush for a shake of his 
hand, and his attendants, seeing the diffi
culty he was about getting into, interfered 
and led him away amidst the cries of "God 
bless you, Mr. Lincoln! God bless you, Mr. 
P residen t I" 

The admiration and esteem of the pro
pIe for President LINCOLN exceeded any 
ever bestowed 'upon any other man within 
my knowledge. It was evidently not so 
much for him personaily, as rep1'esenta
tively. He was recognized as the embod
iment, the personification of the cause 
which was enshrined in every patriot's 
heart, and for which the armies of the 
Union were contending. To love the 
Union was to love ABRAIIAM LINeOL T . 

To hate and defame ABRAHAM LiNCOLN 
was the acknowledged evidence of disloy
alty. The honored head of the Nation, 
standing upon the ground where olle of 
the greatest struggles of model'll times oc

curred for its very existence, and where its 
destiny was in parL decided, that humble 
man of Illinois modestly received the will. 
ing homage of the assembled thousands. 
The Man-the President-the Govern. 
ment-the yet undecided peril to whioh it 
was exposea-the ground we were on-the 
sleeping thousands all about us, whose 
blood had been poured out that the 
Nation might live, all, all oonspired to 
make the oooasion one never to be forgot. 
ten. 

The Soldier's National Cemetery at Get. 
tysburg is situated upon Cemetery Hill, so 
called beoause upon it and immediately in 
the rear of where the heroes of the Union 
lie, the looal cemetery of the town i8 loca. 
ted. It is composed of about seventeen 
acres, and occupies the position where the 
oentre of the Federal line upon the seoond 
and third day's engagements rested. 
Around it oocurred desperate fighting, 
and upon it, during the terrifio cannonad
ing of the afternoon of the last day's fight, 
prior to the advanoe of Pickett's great as
saulting column ~pon our left centre, the 
fire of ouo hundred and twenty guns was 
concentrated. In it are interred the bodies 
of 3,555 Union soldiers. 'l'hey were from 
the following States: Maine, 104; New 
Hampshire, 48; Vermont, 61; Massachu
setts, 159; Hhode Island, 1~; Connect.icut, 
22; New York, 866; New Jersey, 78; 
Pennsylvanion,526; Delaware, 15; Mary
land, 22; West VIrginia, 11; Ohio, 131 ; 
Indiana, 80; Illinois, 6; Michigan, 171 ; 
Wisoonsin, 73; Minnesota, 52; United 
States Regulars, 138; Unknown, 979. 
'l'hese heroic men having gathered togetll. 
er from the East and West, and stood side 
by side under one flag, fighting for one 
oause, and pouring out their life blood 
together, it is but right and proper that 
they should not be divided in death, but 
rest upon the ground hallowed by their 
valor. For them there are no more hard· 
ships, no more weary marohes, no more 
digging of trenches, no more oharging into 
the yawning ohasm of death, and no more 
oheering the old flag. 'l'hey have fallen, 
but viotory is ours-theirs enrollment 
upon tile scroll of undying fame. They 
have not fought in vain. They did not 
die for nought. Not for themselves, but 
for their ohildren; for those who may 
never visit their graves or hear of their 
undying valor; "for humanity, righteous
ness, peace; for Paradise upon earth: for 
Christ and for God, they have given 
themselves a willing sacrifioe. Blessed be 
their memories forever." On that "Altar 
of Sacrifice," then, that "Mount of Salva
tion," that "Field of Deliveranoe," guard
ed by the Nation they saved, let them 
sleep until the Archangel's clarion shall 
sound with a louder blast than that whioh 
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summoned them to that field of heroic 
deeds. 

"On Fame's eternal camping ground 
~'heir silent tents are spread,

And Glory gnarctsbwith solemn ronnel,
'l'he bivouac 01 t e dead." 

The month of April, 1865, was memora
ble in the history of the Nation. From 
the first day of the month until the ninth, 
bulletin after bulletin announced victory
after victory for the Union arms. On 
Sabbath night, the. 9th, we were aroused 
from our sleep by the ringing of bells and 
thunderofartillery. Weatonce knew what 
it meant, for the air during the previous 
day was fragrant with victory. Rushing 
into the street we heard cheer upon cheer. 
"Lee has S'ttrrendered," was heard upon 
every side. "Thanlc God," cried some, 
"the Union is saved and tlie war is ove?'." 
A company of artillerists quartered in the 
field opposite to where the new depot 
stands, brought out their guns, and dis
charge after discharge announced to the 
people throughout the ('ountry that joyful 
news had been received. The long pent 
up feelings of the people at last bad.an 
outlet, and the methods of expressIOn 
adopted by some were ludicrous in the ex
treme, Handshaking, embracing each 
other, and lifting some of our citizens upon 
brick piles or into the hind end of a cart, 
and compelling them to make speeches, 
were not unusual. 

But this period of rejoicing was destined 
to be soon supplemented by a great revul
sion. On Saturday morning, the 15th, 
while seated at the breakfast table, my 
wife who had gone into the street to pur
chas~ some marketing, hastily returJ?ed 
with terror in her countenance, exclaIm
iug: "Oh, they have killed the President!" 
H.ushing into the street I ascertained that 
the report was but too true. Upou the 
bulletin board was posted the annouJ?ce
ment "The President wetS shot letSt mght 
at F~rd'8 lheatre." A little later came 
another "The President died this morn
ing at' twenty-two minutes after seven 
o'clock." Still later another announce
men t was made that Secretary Sewar? was 
dead. This was soon after contradIcted. 
At 11 o'clock a. m" the Burgess of ~he 
town issued a proclamation annouuclllg 
the death of the President and recom
mending that all business should be sus
pended during the day: In accord~nce 
with his recommendatIOn all bUSllle, s 
houses were closed, flags were draped In 
mourning, and the church bells .tolled all 
day. In the evening the pulpl.ts of the 
churches were hung in mournlllg, and 
during the following wee~ the d?mand .lor 
low priced black materIal for drapI?g 
buildings was so great that the ,entIre 
stock throughout the country and In the 
cities was exhausted. 

During the week ensuing the assassina
tion of the President I was in the city of 
New York, and while there the body of 
our loved and lamented chief was brought 
there on its way to Springfield, IllinOiS, 
its final resting place. 'fhe body was 
placed in a room in the second story of the 
City Hall, and the doors thrown open to 
visitors. There was one entrance by 
Chatham street and Park Row, on the 
east. aDd another by Broadway, on the 
west. Visitors passed in by one door, as
cended a flight of stairs, passed along by 
the corpse as it lay in its casket, surround
ed by General Dix and several other mili
tary men, and on down another flight of 
stairs, and out of the building by a differ
ent door from where they entered. Per
sons desiring t.o see the corpse had to take 
their place at the foot of the column, 
which extended for several squares from 
each place of entrance. Shortly after 
dark I took miY place at the end of the 
line-some three squares from the City 
Hall. and amidst the crowding and jost
ling of the people who blocked up the 
entire street for liquares, and who tried to 
break the line, in about an hour came up 
to tbe entrance of the Park where the 
crowding and pushin/!; were so great that 
notwithstanding the efforts of the police, 
many were compelled to leave the li!le. 
and several fainted and had to be carned 
out over the heads of the people. At that 
point I came near being thrown down 
and trampled to deatb, but finally reached 
the buildIDg and passed by the lamented 
President. 'l'hese lines were kept filled, and 
until four o'clock the next morning did 
that living tide of humanity thus press its 
way to l!;et a last look at the l~mented 
dead. No one was permitted to linger at 
the casket but pass on. Tears and sobs 
were freqdent, and expressions of a~ec
tion involuutarily fell from many lips.
At midnight a German Singing Society
about two hundred in number-gathered 
in front of the City Hall and sang a sol
emn funeral dirge. 

Shortly after daylight the throng ~ain 
besie~ed tbe City Hall, and long lines 
stood along the streets and waited their 
turn to see tbe dead President. This con
tinued up to 10 o'clock, th~ time for. the 
procession to move. I,eavIDg the neigh
borhood of the City Hall I went up Broad
way above Canal street, and accepting an 
invitation to a place upon the flat roof of a 
store bouse, I stood there four hOlfr8 
watching the movinl? m~ss of bumalllty 
as it bore our dead Chleftam to the depot,
and then becoming tiren, and seeing no 
end of the procession, I came down and 
went to my hotel. Long before the end 
of that procession passed the place where 
I stood, the train which bore the corpse 
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and funeral party had left the city and 
was miles away along the banks of the 
Hudson river towards its destination. 

The war opened with the firing upon 
Fort Sumpter, April 12th, 1861, and virtu
ally closed with the assassination of its 
most illustrious victim, ABRAHAM LIN
COLN, April 15th, 1865, but in the lan
guage of another of the Nation's martyrs, 
.JAMES A. GARFIELD, "lhe Government 
at Washington stiU lives." 

.July 2d, 1884. The noise and excite
ment of war haveended.alld on this twen
ty-firstanniversary of the Battle of Gettys
burg, I am again upon tbat field. The 
evidences of the great battle fou~ht at 
that place which greeted me when I visit
ed it a day or two after the mighty con
flict, in the form of dead and loathesome 
corpses, mangled and suffering men, poolr, 
of human gore, and the wreck and waste 
of war, are no longer visible. The breaRt
works and other defensive works are still 
standing, and the marks of balls and shells 
upon trees and rocks yet remain. Upon 
the eastern slope of Little Round Top is 
one of the most beautiful and attractive 
pic-nic grounds. Here are gathered peo
ple from a distance, who have {',ome to 
this place to renew their devotion to tbe 
cause for which the heroes who sleep in 
the cemetery upon that hill offered up 
their lives. In the pavillion, which is 
situated upon the ground over which 
brave men moved to charge upon the foe 
down in yonder fields, the voice of thanks
giving and prayer is heard. Christain 
ministers are telling of the deeds ofheroism 
wrought upon this field, and deducing 
lessons of instruction therefrom. Ascend
ing to the brow of the hill, but a little dis
tance away, we see tablets marking the 
places where this and that regiment 
fought, and where Yincent and Weed and 
Hazlitt and O'Rouke fell. In those fields 
and amongst those boulders below you, 
within a space scarcely a mile square, 
fifty thousand men, like two migbty 
giants, wrestled for victory. That enclosed 
field to your right-the first beyond that 
open space, and south of tbat lane which 
run", westwardly-is the historic "Wheat 
Field," and a half mile further west, 
where the lane intersects the Emmitts
burg road, is that otber historic place, the 
"Peach Orchard." In these two places 
the battle raged most furiously, and the 
ground was covered with the slain. Now 
the growing crops have obliterated evp.ry 
trace of the mighty conflict. Along that 
lane, in the Wheat Field. and among 
those boulders east and south of itl tablets 
mark the places where heroes yie ded up 
their lives that their country might live. 
Cbief among these are General Zook, Col. 
Taylor, of the Bucktail Regiment, and 

Col. Ellis, of the 124th New York. 
Around the noble monument to the latter 
are gathered a few survivors of his regi
ment, who have come from tht'ir homes to 
dedicate tbis memento to their fallen 
chieftain, upon tbe twenty-firstanniversa
l'y of bis death. Upon the gronnd where 
tbey are gathered to listen to a masterly 
oration by General Woodford, of New 
York, twentyoneyearsago;on this day they 
stood and fought. In that sunken place 
in tbe ground, where tbat board is plant
ed, their comrades who fell on tbat day 
w~' rc i ll terred. Their bodies bave since 
beeu remov~d and re-interred, eitber 
among their comrades upon Cemetery 
Hill, or ill [!Je distant cemeteries of tbeir 
former homes. All along the Avenue, 
which runs along the U Dion line, tablets are 
placed which mark where Corps, Divisions, 
Brigades and Regiments stood, and where 
distinguished men fell. Tbat board by 
tbe fence clesignates the place where Sedg
wick of the 6th Corps and Warren of the 
5th, had tbeir headquarters during tbe 
terrible strife. There consultations were 
had and measures taken to cbeck the 
assaults of tbe foe, who were pressing our 
men back from the Peach Orcbard almost 
to the place where they stood. East Ceme
tery Hill and Culp's Hill yet show the 
marks of the strife in the breastworks and 
cannon which still remain. But it is in 
the National Cemetery where thfl greatest 
interest centres. Here are gathered tbe 
heroes from the whole field. That monu
ment which rears its top above tbe sur
rounding trees, stands upon the spot where 
LINCOLN stood when be delivered his 
memorable dedicatory address. And tbat 
bronze statue near by the entrance is for 
Reynolds, who fell about a mile to tbe 
west, in the grove behind tbe Seminary. 
But it is all hallowed ground. Although 
in extent covering twenty-five square 
miles, it is all h~llowed by patriot blood. 
Upon it the destiny of the Nation was 
decided. It is the Nation's shrine, and to 
it lovers of liberty will continue to come 
wbile the Republic lasts, and tbe heroic 
dead who lie there will be the Nation's 
care. 

.. 'Tis holy ground-
This spot, where, in tllelr graves,
Are ulaced our country's braves, 
Who Jell in Freedom's holy cause,
l<'lghting 101' liberties and laws; 

Let tears abound. 
Here where tbey 1ell,

Oft shall the widow's tears be shed,
Oft shall10nd parents mourn their dead; 
The orphan here sllal! kneel and weep,
And maidens, where their lovers sleep,

Their woes to tell. 
liere let them rest: 

And summer's heat and winter'S colCl 
Shall glow and freeze above their mould
A thousand years shall pass away-
A nation still shall mourn their clay,

W.bloh now is blest." 
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A P PEN D IX. 


Since the publication of these reminis
cences of the war upon our border facts 
a.nd inc!dents have been brought to rhy no
tICe which I place upon record in this ap
pendix. Additional information has also 
been received in regard to some incIdents 
already published, which add to their de
tail and interest. These I al~'o give here. 
In a few instances I find by additional 
data subsequently received, that I erred 
in fixing daies. These corrections are also 
given. Historical accuracy being all im
portant in this record, I have availed my
self of all possible means of correct infor
mation, and I can assure the reader of the 
entire reliability of the facts and dates 
given. In a contemplated revision of this 
work, which was somewhat hastily writ
ten, these additional incidents and modifi
cations will appear in their respective and 
appropriate places. 

CHAPTER I. 
On page 8 reference is made to a meet

ing of our citizens in the Court House 
upon the evening of 'l'hu rsday, April 18th, 
immediately upon the breaking out of the 
war, to take into consideration the condi
tion of the country, and to express their ap
preciation of and sympathy for the Cham
bers Artillery-the first troops from Frank
lin county to respond to the call of Presi
dent Lincoln, whl) were, ou the following 
morning, to proceed to HarriAlmrg. The 
proceedings of that meeting were given 
and reference malle to the resolutions it 
passed. The following are those resolu
tions: 

RESOLUTIONS offered by I. H. McCauley, 
Esq., at the towu meeting held on TilUrsday 
evening last. 

WHEREAS. A band of traitorous spirits, re
gardless of their allegiance to the conntry of 
their birth, ha,ve for years past been plotting 
the dismembermeut of our glorious confedera· 
cy, the hope of struggliug Freedom throughout 
the ,\Vorld, a.nd the asylum ofthe oppressed and 
down·trodden of all Nations: 

And Whereas, Their hellish efforts have re
sulted in inducing the people of seven of the 
Southern States of our Confedercy to declare 
that they will no longer continue uncleI' the 

same Government, under the title of the "Con
federate St.-ttes of North America," which Gov
ernment has stolen the treasure seized tl.e 
fortresses and taken possession of the National 
Yessels, Arm~ and lIfunitionR of War belonlt
mg to the Umon, and plaCed in their midst for 
the defense of our common conntry : 

A1,!Z Whereas, The s<'l.id "Confederate and Re
bel" Government, withont jnstcanse has mar. 
shalle!l its armies and treasonably ~ade war 
~Ipon the Goyer~ment of the Union, by attack
lUg an unoffendlUg but gallant soldier and ser
vant of his country, Major Robert Anderson 
and his forlorn hope of seventy noble rank and 
Ille, and by the aid of starvation and exhans
tion has caused him to surrender hiR post 
thongh not without honor to himself and thos~ 
who so faithfully stood by his side bnt yet to 
the great chagrin of all trufllovers' of the Con. 
stitution ami J"awR. 

And Whereas, The Arch Traitor of them all 
-the Benedict Arnold of the South-.Jefferson 
Davis-the President of the so·called "Confed
erate States," has boldly and openly threaten. 
ed to march upon the Capitol of our conntry at 
the head of 25,000 men, and drive ont the Con
stitutional Authorities of the land and seat 
himself in the manRion and Chair of State 
sanctified by those noble Exer.utives who hay~ 
presided in past times over the destinies of the 
Republic. 

And Whm'eas, The President of the United 
States of America, in view of these undenia
ble facts, in view of the llOstile attitude of the 
saicl "Confederate States" towards Fort Pick
ens ami the other National Stations South, and 
in view of the wide-spre;ul treasonable senti
ments that surronnd the city of Washington, 
has callecl npon the soldiery of the nation, who 
are faithful to their country, withont respect to 
party feelings or predilections, to the n umbel' of 
75,000 to mlly in defense of the Constitntion 
and the Laws. Therefore

Resol!;ed, By the people of Chambersburg, in 
town meeting assembled, withont respect to 
party, that we cordially endorse the action of 
our National Executive, believing that the late 
and present National Government has been 
forbearing in the extreme towards those trait
erous spirits who have been plotting to over
tnrn our beloved and blood·cemented institn. 
tions, paralyze the arms of our national anthor
ities, degrade the.flag ofour affections, and del
uge the land of our nativity and adoption in 
the blood of its citizens. 

Resoll'ed, That the time has come for all men 
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to sink the Pm'tisan in the Patriot, to forego po
litical principles and party animosities. until 
the uanger that threatens our national exist
ence is past, and to rally as one man, with one 
heart. one mind aml one purpos", at the call of . 
the constituted authorities of the land, for the 
maintenance of the Constitution and the Lvws 
as they now are. 

Resolved, That we cordially endorse the re
commendation ofourExecuti\'eand the prompt 
action of our Legislature, in placing the Old 
Keystone State on a proper war footing, as one 
of the surest and most certain means of "con
quering a peace," and restoring our lately hap
l)Y land to prosperity. 

Resolred, That we hail, as one of the most 
unerring evidences that we have a government, 
and that that govel'llment possesses the confi
dence aml aftections of the people, the fact that 
the gallant soldiery of our noble State and the 
coulltry generally, have so speedily al1fl so 
cheerfully responded to the call of their Coun
try, in numbers far over the aggregate desired. 

Resolved, That our gallant aOll patriotic fel
low-citizens, the members of the Chambers 
Artillery and other Volunteers of our county, 
who on to-morrow's morn are togoout from our 
midst, and from their families anu friends, at 
the call of their country, have our most sin
cere, heartfelt wishes for their indiviuual pres
ervation from death or grievous injury during 
their absence, and our ardent prayers tha: they 
may each and all be speedily restored to the 
arms of those who so patriotically part with 
them at the call of duty. 

Resolved, 'rhat we hereby pledge to each one 
of thcse our friends, our sacred honors, that we 
will see that their wives and children, and 
whoever else is depenuent upon them, ~hall not, 
during their absence, lack for anything tempo
ral that money and willing hearts can provid~. 

During the great demand for flags im
mediately UpOIl the breaking of the war, 
as stated upon page 7, the following occur
renee, related by Mr_ A. N . Rankin, at 
that time editor and proprietor of the 
Franklin Reposit01'Y, took place. The 
part the writer bore in the tran8aclion is 
but imperfectly remembered. Mr. Ran
kin says :-"Immediately upon the break
ing out of the war the demanu for flags 
was so great that in order to procure one 
for the office of the Franklin Repository. 
of which I was, at that time, editor anll 
proprietor. I directed l\Ir. Jacob Hoke, 
one of our dry goods merchants, to tele
graph to Horstmans, of Philadelphia, to 
send one of their best flags by express. 
'l'wo days thereafter the flag arrived, but 
it proved to be entirely too large to be sus
pended upon the pole above the office, 
and it was hung from the upper windows 
and covered nearly the whole front of the 
three-storied builLling. Another flag of 
proper size was made for cur flag-staff Ull
der the supervision of Mr. Hoke, and in a 
short time the large flag was folded up ~J1(1 
put away. Some months therf'after the 
seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Regiment 

was organized, when Capt. Samuel M. 
McDowell, a cousin of my wife, asked me 
to present the large flag to that Regiment, 
which was freely done. The Regiment 
was called to Harrisburg, and from there 
was sent to Pittsburg, and while ill camp 
at or near that place, the formal accept
ance of the flag was forwarded to me of 
which the following, which appeared in 
the Repository of October 23d, 1861, is a 
copy: 

CAJlTP WILKINS, Oct. 10~h, 1861. 
A. N. RANKIN, Esq., D eal' Si1' :-Allow me 

to return you the sincere thanks of my Regi
lllent for the beautiful American Flag you were 
so kind to present to us. It is too large to be 
carlied into battle, but wherever the Seventy
Seventh encamps, it shall float proudly over 
om temporary place of repose. It will be our 
Tn'ide and pleasure to protect its graceful folds 
from harm. In behalf of my regiment, I again 
thank you for the elegant present. 

F. S. STUMBAUGH, 
Gol. Gom. 77th Regt. Penn. Volunteers. 

Subsequently the 77th joined the Army 
of the Tennessee, and while in camp after 
the battle of Shiloh, or Pittsburg Landing, 
Gen. Sherman seeing this flag, and hav
ing but a regimental flag for his own head
quarters, requested Col. t:;tumbaugh to ex
change with him which, by my consent, 
obtained by telegraph, was done, and that 
flag was carried bv Gen. Sherman through
out all his campaigns. Thus it will be 
seen that Chambersburg contributed the 
flag which floated over Sherman's heaLl
quarters wherever he led his triumph
ant hosts, which followed him ill his 
grand march from Atlanta to the sea, 
and thence to North Carolina, where he 
received the surrender of Johnson, and 
from·thence to \Vashington. where i t is now 
stored amid the sacred relics of the ter
rible rebellion." 

CHAPTER II. 

In the roll of honor, page 10, Co. A., 
2nd Regiment, Pennsylvania VolunteeJ'!'l, 
8(1 Corporal John F. Bnyder should be J. 
Frank Snyder. Private Ed. E. Fair
weather should be Ed. E. Fairbrother. 

CHAPTER VI. 
The account given on page 22 and 23 of 

the ringing of the Court House bell to give 
notice of the approach of the rebels, the 
declaration of Martial Law, and the erec
tion of breastworl,s and the planting of 
cannon about the -Diamond, should be 
placed in Uhapter XII, page 103, in con
nection with the excitement which occur
red upon the eveninl1; of Wednesday, July 
Gth, lSG-l, when McCausland's Cavalry ad
vanced from Hagerstown to near Green
castle, during Early's raid into Maryland. 
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For this incillent I hall no written lIata 
anll fixell it from personal recollection ~ 
but I subsequently found data for it i~ 
Dr. Schneck's Bl~l'ning oj Cltarnbcrsb1l1'g, 
page 4\), and also ill the F1'anklin Reposi
to?'!! of July 13tb, Itl64. Martial Law was 
proclaimed by General Couch, then com
mander of this military district. Jullge 
Kimmell was not Marshal at that time 

In referring to tbe danger which tlire~t
enell our border during Lee's invasion of 
l\faryland and previous to the battle of 
Antietam, in Chapter VI, I omitted to 
state tbat among the military prepara
tions made at this place was the mounting 
of what was known as the "Anderson 
Oavalry." Horses were procured for these 
men in the following manner as stated by 
Samuel Relsher, Esq., one of tbe old and 
well-known citizens of this place: 

CHAlIIBERsnuRO, July 26th, 1884. 
l\ill. J. HOKE, Sir :-It will ::0 remcmbered 

by some th.at when th~ rebels were invading
Jlfaryland III Sept., 1862, Governor Curtin au
thorized William McLellan, Esq., to publish a 
call to the people of the conn ty for horses to 
mount the Anderson Cavalry, and also for oth
er usues during that threatening period. He 
was directed to say in that call that he would 
gi ve c~rti.ficates to ?-ll persons bringing in hors
es certlfymg to theu value. After saiel horses 
were approved, forty cents per day for their use 
was to be allowed, and in case the horses re
ceived any injury, an additional sum was to bo 
allowed to cover said damages; and in case the 
horses were not returned to their respective 
owners they were to be paid for. As the far
~ers ~t that time were busy preparing to put 
III thell" fall crops and had need of their horses 
but few were brought in. As the danger in~ 
creased and the necessity for horses became 
more pressing, the Governor directed and 
empowere!l me to impress all horses 
found fit for miltary purposes. I imme. 
diately sent out press gangs of able and j u
dicious men into all parts of the county 
with instructions to take ail horses they coult! 
find for the service without respect to persons 
or party. Among those sent were lIIessrs. ],'. 
A. Zarman, Jacob Hollinger and Sam'l J\1yers. 
These persons went out throughout the county 
and gathered the horses needed, unhitching 
them from wagons and ploughs, how eyer press
ing the needs of their owners. The people saw 
the necessity for them and were generally sat
isfied, but many were unahle for the want of 
them to prosecute their fall work. A certifi
cate signed by me was given for each horse ta
ken, in which its value was stateu, and all were 
assured that in due time they WOUlll I>e paid
for their use, as well as for any damage which 
might result to them, or their full value in case 
they were not returned. These horses had to 
be fed by us until delivered over to the milita
ry authorities, and this feed we had also to take 
from the people. Then followed the stripping 
of shops of saddles and bridles. These, like 
the horses and feed, we had to take whereyer 
we found them. It was indeed a hard duty to 
perform, but the condition of our border feem

ctllo rerjuire it, aml we did it Hnller the au
thorityof the Go,'eruor awl his pledge that the 
::;tate wouhlmake it all right. 

These horsos, when delin'l·ctl intu lite can· uf 
the troopers, in somo casos wen' traded oft· fur 
others o~ ~eHs Yalue, aml 1ll011t'y was received 
as the difrerence by tho mon. 'Vhon 1his fact 
wa· bronght to the notice of General Roynolds, 
who had command here hc isssueci an order 
reqlliringeyery onc of th~se horses to be brand
ed "U. S." so as to pre"enl this trading. 'Vlwu 
tbe emergency undcr which this property ;v:\s 
tllUS takeu, had passed, some of those horscs 
were retur~ClI to their respcctive owncr~, but 
some were 111 such a condition that they were 
of but little usc. Many werc neYCr returncd, 
and such also was the case with the soolllcs 
and bridles. 
After the prollcrty was ortlm·ed to he retnrnetl 

biro D. O. Gehr and myself were appointell ~ 
hear and determine all claims, which was ac
cordingly done, aml our report was scnt to Gov
?rnor Curti.n where it was approved and lliacec.l 
III the archIVes of the r:itate at Harrisburg. In 
some cases when the horses were returned to 
their owners, I was frequently calleu upon to 
relieve persons of difficulty for hayin" horses in 
their possession bearing the brand of the gov
ernment. These ar.lests wel·e malle at both Car
lisle and Harrisburg when the owners fled to 
these places during subsevqent raids. Ami 
now, notwithstanding the assurances given by 
the Governor, under whose authority we aetell, 
these horses and the feed anll saddles and bri
dles have never been paid for. It soems to me 
tha~ our suffering peoplo should be paid for 
theu· property thus taken in a time of public 
ueed,and I feel the more in terostell in thismatter 
for the reason that I was made the unwilling
instrument of taking it. If not I am yet 
young enough to inquire, for what 'use govern
ments are instituted. Hoping that the State 
will yet see itti obligation to do am pIe justice
in this matter, I subscribe myself 

Yours, &c., 
SAJllUl-:L REISHEll. 

CHAPTER VII. 

In giving tbe names of persons captur
ed and taken away by the rebels during 
Stuart's raid on page 3~, I was led into er
ror by the information given me. Mr. G. 
G. Rupley who wal:; one of the persons 
captured bas gi ven me tbe true account. 
l\fe~srs. Perry A. Rice, Daniel Shaiftlr, C. 
Louderbaugh, G. C. teiger, John Mc
Dowell, James Grove, Wm. Raby, Dr. 
Blair, and G. G. Rupley were taken at 
Mercersburg; Jo~epb ,\-Vinger at Clay 
Lick Hall, and William Conner at t. 
Thomas. Steiger made bi escape near 
Bridgeport; McDowell and Louderbaugh 
at Chamberssburg. 'Vm Raby and Dr. 
Blair escaped in Montgomery county, Md., 
before crossing the Potomac, and Rice, 
Shaffer, Conner, 'Yinger, Grove and Rup
ley were taken to Ricbmoud and incarce
rated in Libby prison. Winger and Rup
ley were paroled about the first of De
cember, 1862. Rice died in January or 
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February, 1863, and Grove, Shaffer and 
Conner were exchanged in March, 1863. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
In referring, on page 33, to John S. Oaks, 

who was wounded at the battle of Freder
icksburg and afterwards died and his body
brought here for burial, I omitted the 
names of others of our Franklin county
soldiers who were killed and wounded in 
that battIe, for the reason that space forbid 
me to give the names of all the gallant 
men from our county who fell in their 
country's service' I should have added 
as another victim of the battIe of Freder
icksburg, who was brought here for burial, 
D. Augustus Houser. He, too, was a 
member of Capt. John Doobler's company,
and received his wound in the same battle 
and while in the act of tying up the wound 
of Capt. Doobler. His body was brought 
to this place and interred the dayafter the 
funeral of John S. Oaks. 

On page 34 mention is made of the ex
citement ~n the town upon the reception.
in tho evening of Sunday, June 14th, of 
tbe news of the disaster to our forces at 
Winchester and the probable appearance 
of the rebels in our midst, and the packing 
and sending away"nd secreting of mer
chandize and other valuables. Mr. John 
F. Glosser, who was then an assistant in 
the office of the Prothonotary of the coun
ty, quoting from his diary of events of 
that time, says: "Saturday evening, June 
13th, 186g, our town was thrown into great 
commotion occasioned by a rumor that 
the rebels were coming. Matters quieted 
down however until the following Sunday
evening (l4th) when I was summoned to 
the office (Prothonotary) to aid in packing
the records preparatory to shi pping them 
off to a point of safety. Finished our 
work about 2 o'clock Monday morning.
During this day our merchants were busy 
packing and shipping off their goods. 

On page 39 I speak of an engagement in 
McConnellsburg between what I suppos
ed was a detatchment from Jenkins' force 
and a company of the 1st New York Cav
alry under Capt. Jones. I have since 
learned that that engagement was not 
with Jenkins' men, but a part of Imbo
den's (orce and occurred several days after 
the VIsit to McConnellsburg of a detach
ment from Jenkins. The detachment 
which Jenkins sent iuto Fulton county
consisted of about two hundred and fifty 
men and was under command of Col. 
Fllrguson. It was detached from his 
main force after he fell back from Cham
bersburg to below Greencastle on Wednes
day, June 17th. This was the first rebel 
force that visited McConnellsburg during
the war, and it was the same which cap
tured ex-sheriff Taylor's cattle, which 

were grazing in a field about two miles 
north of McConnellsburg. They also suc
ceeded in taking away about eighty valua
ble horses from the town and immediate 
neighborhood which, with the cattle, 
were delivered to Rhodes' infantry at 
Greencastle the week following. 

For the following additional facts I am 
indehted to W. Scott Alexander, Esq., an 
attorney, resident in McConnellsburg, 
who gathered the facts he has communi
cated from some of the older inhabitants 
of the place. During the week before the 
battle of Gettysburg, from Wednesday
until Saturday, General Imboden's force, 
which entered the valley at Hancock, 
plundered the whole lower end of the val
lev. They penetrated it as far as Webster 
Mills, and then crossed the mountain by
Hunter's road to the Gap. While in the 
Cove they took everything that came in 
their way that they could in any way use, 
and afterward destroyed what they could 
not take along. The farmers lost nearly
all their stock, and Robinson's store at 
Big Cove Tannery and Patterson's at 
Webster Mills, were completely stripped 
ot their contents. In many cases houses 
were entered and private property taken. 

On Sunday, June 28th, a company of 
the 12th Pennsylvania cavalry was sur
prised on the east side of the Cove mouo
tain, and several of their number captur
ed by a detachment of Imboden's men. 
In the afternoon of the same day 1\ com
pany of Imboden's force, thought to have 
been the same that had the skirmish in 
the morning with these Pennsylvanians,
dashed into McConnellsburg. Finding no 
Federal soldiers there they did not dis
mountbut returned by the way they came, 
in the direction of Mercersburg. 

'l'he engagement which occurred in Mc
Connellsburg was on Monday, 29th, and 
was as follows: Early on Monday morn
ing Capt. Jones with Co. A, 1st New 
York cavalry, entered the town from 
Everett or Bloody Run. Shortly after
wards a company of newly organized 
militia cavalry arrived from Mount Union. 
Capt. Jones's men had dismounted and 
were in the vicinity of the "Fulton 
House," while Capt. Jones himself was in 
the hotel. The militia were in the neigh
borhood of the Court House, but before 
they had dismounted some of Jones' 
scouts came dashing into town and report
ed the approach of a rebel force along the 
Mercersburg road. ;Tones inquired of his 
scouts concerning their number and when 
informed that they did not exceed seven
ty-five men-double the number of his 
own force-declared his intention to fight 
them. He at once ordered his men, who 
were nearly all Irishmen and fond of a 
fight, to examine their arms and then fall 
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into line. The men examined their pis
tols and then stuck them into their boots. 
He then consulted with the commander 
of the militia, and the part aSSigned them 
was to remain in the cross street until the 
rebels were drawn down opposite to them, 
when they were to make some demonstra
tion merely to frighten the foe by the 
show of their numbers, leaving whatever 
fighting was to be done to him and his 
command. Jones then hastily formed his 
men in line-but 38 in all-he taking the 
rear, and as the rebels approached the 
town by the east and showed themselves 
in the street in the upper end of the town, 
he leisurely fell back to the lower or west 
end. When he had drawn the foe to the 
Fulton House Captain Irvine, who was in 
command of the rebels, ordered them to 
charge, but this order was not obeyed. 
But about the time this command was 
given, a member of the militia cavalry 
ventured down to the main street to take 
a look at the situation, and wilen he reach
ed the corner, about one hundred feet 
from the head of the rebel column, his 
sudden appearance caused Capt. Irvine to 
suppose that Jones's retreat was intended 
to lead him further into the town, so that 
the force in the cross street could come in 
on his rear and cut off his retreat. In
stead, then, of charging as ordered, the 
rebels, without orders, suddenly wheeled 
about and made a hasty r6t1'6at. As soon 
as they had turned, Capt. Jones ordered 
his men to "Right about face-charge."
But as soon as the member of the militia 
company notified his associates of the ap
proach of the foe, the entire company 
broke ranks and made a more hasty retreat 
than did the rebels. Reports say that 
they did not slop until they reached Burnt 
Cabins, 12 miles distant. Capt. Jones, 
however, followed up the rebels and com
menced firing before they got out of the 
town. He continued the pursuit for about 
one mile east of the town when the great
er part of the rebels surrendered, not how
ever, until two of their number had been 
killed and one or two wounded. Jones 
captured 32 men and 33 horses. A few of 
the rebels having fast horses escaped. 
Jones had but one man wounded. When 
they returned to McConnellsburg the citi
zens seeing about as many rebels as Fed
erals did not at first know who had been 
victorious-whether the rebels had cap
tured Jones, or Jones the Confederates. 
The prisoners were at once taken westward 
to Everett. The rebel killed were put in 
coffins by the citizens, and in the after
'noon of the same day were interred near 
the place where they fell. While the in
terrment was taking place a rebel force of 
cavalry came down the Mercersburg pike, 
while a similar force, which had crossed 

the mountain six miles down the valley
by Hunter's road, and crossed the valley,
entered the pike about a mile west of the 
town. Thus the town was surrounded 
and again in possession of the foe, but 
Jones with his booty was not there. The 
entire rebel force numbered about 400 
men, and belonged to Imboden's com
mand. They had with them three pieces
of artillery, which they planted at the 
east eud of the town. Expecting to find 
Union soldiers, arms, &c., secreted in the 
houses, a search was made, but failing to 
find any tiling they left about dark towards 
the Cove Gap. 'rhis engagement should 
be transferred from page 39 to page 67, and 
recorded among the occurrences of Mon
day, June 20th. 

On page 39 reference is made to Jenkins' 
cavalry after it fell back from this place to 
below Greencastle, where, during the in
tervening few days before it again advan
ced at the head of Rhodes' division of in
fantry, it was dtvided into squads, which 
scoured tbe whole southern Dart of the 
county plundering aud robbing the people. 
On Sunday, June 21st, that party of about 
two hundred and fifty men under Col. Fur
guson, who had visited McOonnellslmrg, 
in Fulton county, robbing and plundering 
the people there, entered Greencastle !lond 
pillaged that place. 'rhe Pilot of July 
28th, 1863, says that on that day a system
atic pillage was made. "In some stores a 
great quantity of goods were destroyed.
The order given by an artillery captain, 
in front of Messrs. S. H. Prather & CO.'s 
store, was to 'dismount and ransack the 
store.' Mr. Reilly's store bad, a day or 
two previously, suffered heavily by these 
men. The losses it is impossible now to 
state. If it had not been that our mer
chants had a portion of tileir stock sent 
East, there wou~d have been a clt~an 
sweep made. J\laJ. Paxton took possesslOn
of the warellOuses and loaded the Uonfed
erate States' wagons with flour and grain, 
&c." 

CHAPTER IX. 

In further confirmation of the correct
ness of the estimate of the number of Lee's 
army which invaded our State, as given 
on page 4~, the followin.g ~dditional.testi
mony is given: Mr, W!lham A. Reid, of 
Greencastle, in an article contributed by 
him to the Pilot of that place, in its issue 
of July 28th, 1 63, says: "The Rebel force 
that passed through town (Greencastle) 
has been estimated at about 50,000 or 
60 000 men, accompanied by 192 pieces of 
ordnance. 'rhe force that went by way 
of Waynesboro', it is said, numbered be
tween 20 000 and 30,000, making a total 
force of ~bout 90,000 or 100,000." The 
only force which passed by the way of 
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Waynesboro' was Early '~Division, wllic11 
did not exceed 8,000 men. Mr. Jo11n }<'. 
Glosser, at the time of ihe war a resident 
of this place, but now of Philallelp11ia, 
from a diary written at the time, furnish
es the following estimates; Ewell's Corps 
15,000 men, infantry, artillery and caval
ry, with 60 pieces of artillery and about 
1,000 wagons j A. P. Hill's Corps the 
same j Longstreet's Corps 20,000 men, 80 
pieces of artillery ami over 1,000 wagons. 
• "1' he entire army," he says, "did not 
number over 48,000 or 50,000 men-lnran
try, Cavalry anll Artillery, 200 pieces of 
artillery and 3,000 wagons." Add to the 
50,000 which the Franklin R epository, 
Greencastle P'ilot, and Mr. John F. Glos
ser say passed through Greencastle and 
this place, Early's 8,000 which passed by 
way of Waynesboro' and Greenwood, and 
Gen. Stuart's cavalry, 12,000 to 13,000, 
who passed around east of the Union 
army, and we have a total of70,000 or 71,000 
as claimed by the Confederate authorities. 

Add to this immense host the three 
thousand wagons and 200 pieces of artillery 
with their caissons and forges, as stated by 
Mr. Glosser from notes made by himself at 
the time, and the droves of cattle and oth
er plunder taken along the way, and we 
have confirmation of the estimate of the 
probable length of the whole Rebel column 
as stated on page st. 

Reference is made on page 45 to the fact 
that Stuart's brigade of Rhodes' division 
of Ewell's Corps was, on the morning of 
Wednesday, June 24th, at GreencasUe, lle
tached from the main column on its way 
to this place, and sent westward throngh 
Mercersburg to McConnellsburg. This 
brigade consisted of about 2,500 infantry 
and 300 cavalry, and was under command 
of General Stuart. Its object in crossing 
the mountain was to look after that part 
of Milroy's force, which had escaped from 
Winchester and crossed the Potomac at 
and above Hancock. 'l'hey reached Mer
cersburg abou t the middle of the day, and 
at once made themselves at home. 
Learning that a theological Seminary was 
located there, General Stuart placed a 
guard around the property for its protec. 
tion. The soldiers were forbidden to enter 
either the Seminary or pri vate houses 
under penalty of severe puuishment. The 
stores were ordered to be opened, and the 
soldiers permitted to purchase whatever 
they needed. To their credit be it said 
that everything W!lS in an orderly man
ner. No pillaging was permitted. What 
they took was taken by officers who malle 
out bills and paid in Confederate scrip. 
Major Goldsboro, of Baltimore, was Pro
vost Marshal. He was afterwards killed 
at the batile of Gettysburg. 

This force reached McConnellsburg 

shortly after llark 011 Lhe eve11ing of this 
same day. 'Vhen about haifa mile east 
of the town, they formell in li11e of battle, 
and the cavalry dashed into the town on a 
charge, expecting to find Milroy's force, 
but in this were mistaken, as the small 
force which had been there during the 
llay had moved westward before dark, 
after having hall a slight skirmis11 with 
the advance of the rebels at the top of the 
Cove mountain. As soon as the infantry 
entered the town it was pla-::ell under 
guard and the citizens ordered to remai 11 
in their houses. A few, however, who 
were anxious to see what was going on, 
ventured out into the streets, and were ar
rested anll placell under guard until the 
next morning. The invaders disturbed 
nothing duping the night, but · in the 
morning they entered the stores and shops 
and helped themselves to whatever they 
wanted, and in some cases, it is said, 
offered Confederate scrip in payment for 
what they had taken. About one·third of 
the cavalry went north, up the valley as 
far as the Burnt Cabins, gathering a great 
many horses from the farmers along the 
way, and picking up otbers that had been 
sent to that valley from Franklin count.y. 
From Burnt Cabins they crossed to Fan
nettsburg and thence on to Chambersburg, 
or joined the rebel forces somewhere in 
Franklin county. The infantry and: the 
remainder of the cavalry remained in the 
vicinity of McConnellsburg until early on 
Friday morning when they finally left, 
crossing the mountain and passing through 
Loudon and St. 'l'bomas and rejoining the 
main column at Cbambers!mrg. 

Rev. B : Bausmun, D. D. , at the time of 
the war a resident of our town, in an arti
cle in the Guardian of Sept., 1874, of 
which he was editor, says that in the ab
sence of the Town Council, who had near
ly all left town upon the approach of Lee's 
invading army, a-meeting of some six or 
eight of our leading citizens, with tbe res
ident pastors of the place who had not fol
lowed tbe example of the town fathers in 
putting themselves beyond the reach of 
the dreaded foe. was held in the Cashier's 
office in the Bank, about 11 o'clock on 
l\1,mday night, June 22d, to decide upon 
some course to be pursued when the ex
pected demand for the surrender of the 
town would be made. At this meeting it 
was decided that in the absence of the pro
per authorities, the pastors should serve as 
the representati..-es of the town and make 
such terms with the'rebels as they thought 
best. Rev. B. S. Schneck, D. D., was 
constituted president of this committee. 
On Wednesday following, 24th, this cleri
cal committee found it necessary to call to 
its assistance some eight or ten of our bus
iness men. The town was taken posses
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sion of, but its surrender was not asked 
for. But when the heads of the Commis
sary and Quartermaster's departments
laid in their requisitionR for a large 
amount of stores, among the rest for twen
ty-five barrels ofsour kraut, this committee 
found it necessary to call to their aid a 
number of the business men. This trans
action is referred to on page 48. 

When writing the account of the skir
mish between a small body of Federal 
cavalry and Jenkin 's force and the ad
vance of Rhode's infantry, which occur
red ou Monday, 22d,a short distance north 
of Greencastle, which is found on page 45. 
I was noL certain whetherthatengagement 
or the one spoken of on page 39 which oc
curred in McConnellsburg, was the first 
battle of the rebellion on Pennsylvania 
soil. I have since learned by undoubted 
authority that the battle in McConnells
burg occurred on Monday, June 29, one 
week later than the engagement near 
Greencastle. The engagement then near 
Greencastle was clearly the first one of the 
war upon the soil of our State. In my 
former account of this battIe I stated that 
the Union force engaged was a company 
of the 1st New York cavalry, commanded 
by Capt. Jones-the saine who fought the 
rebels at McConnellsburg. Subsequentin
formation has shown me that that compa
ny was commanded by Captain, and after
wards, Uol. Boyd. 'fhe 1st New York 
cavalry, like the other Federal forces en
gaged in the disaster at Winchester under 
Gen. Milroy, on Saturday and Sunday, 
June 13th and 14th, were scattered. Part 
of this regiment escaped into Pennsylva
nia at Hancock and fled to Everett, or 
Bloody Run, in Bedford county. Captain 
Jones' company was among these, and he 
advanced eastwardly to the neighborhood 
of McConnellsburg, giving the rebels 
much trouble, and eubsequently p.rossed 
the mountain and cut off part of the great 
wagon train of wounded from Gettysburg 
as related elsewhere. One company of this 
same regiment-company C, commanded 
by Capt. J30yd-c?vered the retreat of ~he 
wagon ,train, which escaped from WIll
chester and dashed through our town on 
Monday,15th, as related on page 3'"'-. It 
was this company, not the one command
ed by Capt. Jones, which engaged the reb
els near GrAencastle. The Union force 
consisted of forty-three men, and the en
gagement occurred between ]2 and 1 
o'clock in the middle of the day. Mr. D. 
G. Shook, who investigated this mat~~r 
for me consultinG" some of the older CItI
zens, ~ays that : portiO!! of Rh?de~' in
fantry, in connection With Jenk111s ~v
aIry, was engaged In the fight. The. 111
fantry were ('oncealerl in a wheat field, 

and fired upon the Federal cavalry when 
it had been urawn within their range. 
MI'. Reid, in an article in the Pilot of July
28th, 1863, says two rebels were killed in 
this engagement. ergeant Rhile, who 
was killed was interred by the rebels in a 
shallow grave, having been first stripped
of hat, shoes and coat buttons. A few 
days afterwards he was disinterred by the 
citizens of Greencastle. placed in a neat 
coffin, and, accompanied by a large con
course of citzens, was buried in the Luth
eran graveyard of that place. Sergeant 
Cafferty, who was wounded in the leg, 
was taken to the residence of Mr. George 
Ilginfritz, where his wounds were dressed 
and where he received the kind attentions 
of the family and citizens. Dr. Carl, one 
of Greencastle's most emine:1t physiCians 
attended him. 

On this same day, Monday 22d, General 
Rhodes'Division encamped in the vicini
tyof the town (GreenCAstle) in a field be
longing to Rev. J. Loose. Col. Willis, of 
the 12th Georgia regiment, was appointed 
Provost Marshal. As['isted by Captain Car
son and the Adjutant, with a detail of 
men from his regiment, the Colonel main
tained excellent order throughout the 
town. 

To the occurrences of Tuesday, 23d, as 
given on pages 46 and 47, the following 
should be added. Requisitions were made 
upon Greencastle by Ewell's corps, which 
remained over Lhis day at that place, as 
follows: 

HEADQU ARTEUS 2v ARMY CORPS, I 
June 2:3d, 18G3. 5 

To the Authorities oj Greencastle : 
TIy direction of Lieut. General R. S. Ewell, 

I make requisition for the following articles: 
100 sadllles amI bridles. 
12]Jistols. 
These articles are to be furnisherl at 2 o'clock 

P.M. 
J. A. HARMON, 

Maj. (lnd Q. llf. 211 0011)8 de .ti1'lllie. 

Following this requisition came anoth
er for onions, sourkraut, potatoes, radish
es, &c., signed by A. 1\1. Mitchell, Maj. 
and Ch. Com. 'l'hen another demanding 

20001JOnmls of lead. 
1000 " "leather. 
100 pistols. 
]2 boxes of tin. 
200 curry combs allfl bI"l1811('8. 

Signed, \\' )1. ALLEN, 1\1. and C. 
The chief of the Topographical Engi

neers also dcmauded two maps of Frank
lin county. 

These demands were so heavy that the 
Council felt it imp05sible to fill them, and 
no effort was accordingly made. The rebels 
however, secured some saddles and bri
dles, and about .. ::!,noo worth of leather 
from Mr. A. f4tiffel. 
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On pages 46 and 47,1 give the time oftbe 
entrance of tbe rebel infantry into our 
town as Tuesday 23d. I there statold tbat 
this was a disputed point, and I decided 
upon that day because of tbe weigbt of 
evidence in favor of it. That decision was 
against my own written record made at 
the time, wbicb placed it on Wednesday, 
2-!tb. Additional evidence since received, 
clearly proves that tbe latter date is cor
rect. Tbat additional evidence is as fol
lows: Mr. Wm. A. Reed, in bis article 
contributed to the Greencastle Pilot of 
July 28tb, 1863, says tbat "Gen. Rbodes' 
.Division left bere, (Greencastle), and 
marched direct to Chambersburg." In an
other place be says, "On the 24th, Gener
al Ewell passed tbrough town in a car
riage, and was engaged in cloAely exam
ining a map." 

Mr. David Z. Shook, anotber resident of 
Greencastle who, at my request, specially 
investigated this matter, says, "Rhodes' 
Division left Greencastle early in the 
morning of Wednesday, June 24th." 

Mr. John F. Glosser, quoting from a re
cord made at tbe time by himself, says, 
"\Vedncsday morning, the 24th, the army 
commenced their entry in the following
order: I,ieutenant General Ewell's Grand 
Division, or Corps, (Jackson's old corpsj 
headed by General Rhodes' Division." 
'file entrance of Jenkins' cavalry, he 
previously placed ou Tuesday. I have no 
hesitation in placing the first entrance 
oC the rebel infantry into our town 
on 'Veduesday 24th, instead of Tues
day 23d, as publisbed on pages 46 and 
47 . The weight of evidence is so de
cided that it cannot be doubted. Besides 
this day coincides with the time fixed in 
my own record, made attbe time and with 
great eare, and also with my own recollec
tion. 'file references made of the entrance 
of Ewell's men on 'fuesday by the Frank
lin Repository and Professor Jacobs in hi!'l 
Battle of Gettysburg, must be to Jenkins' 
cavalry, which, at that time, formed part
of Ewell's corps. 

In further evidence of the ludicrolls con
duct of the New York soldiers in fleeing 
from their position half mile south of 
town on Monday, June 22d, at the rumor
ed approach of the rebels, as given on 
page 46, the f.)llowing statement by Mr. 
Solomon D. Swert, who was an eye wit
ness of what he relates, is gi ven : 

MR. J. HOKE, Dear Sil' :-According to 
promise, I give tbe following concerning the 
inglorious retreat of tbe New York militia, 
which came here during the war as upon a hol
dayexcnrsion. Upon Sunday, June 21st,1863, 
a regiment of New York soldiers reached our 
town and after a short rest in the Diamond, 
proceeded to tbc woods of the late Mr. :r.resser
smith, about balf a milc south of tile t~Wll. 

On the following day, Monday 22, when a ru
mor reached the camp that the rebels were 
coming, these soldiers hastily gathered their 
camp equipage together in a large pile near the 
railroad. After doing this they left it and went 
pell-mell to town and down to the depot, tak
ing nothing with them but the clothes they hall 
on and their muskets. The two howitzers be
longingto this regiment were leftbehind in their 
panic, but they were hauled to town by our 
home guard and delivered to their owners at 
the depot. 

But what I wish more particularly to bring 
to notice is the cowardly conduct of the Colo
nel of the regiment. This officer came up the 
railroad from the camp, and instead of turning 
off at the 'Vaynesboro' crossing and coming 
through town by second street, kept on by the 
railroad. Passing along the track his horse 
fell into a cattle-guard, and the Colonel, failing 
to get him out as quickly as he desired, drew 
his pistol and sbot him in the bead. I myself 
and two or tbree citizens passing along sbortly 
after, saw the horse. He was a noble animal. 
'Vhetber the Colonel stopped long enough to 
take off the saudle and bridle, I cannot say, 
bnt it is altogether likely that somepersou got a 
first-rate saddle and bridle cheap. Tbe Colo
nel either walked or ran from where be shot 
his borse to the depot, where tbey took the 
train anu got safely to Sbippensburg. l\fean
while many persons helped themseh-es to what 
fhey pleased of clothing and otber articles left 
at the camp, all of which was new and good. 
Mr. Abram Metz in tbe goodness of his heart 
loaded a one-horse wagon full of pantaloons, 
blouses, blankets, buckets, camp kettles, pis
tols, etc., whicb he hauled after tbe panic
stricken party, which layover at Shippensburg, 
where he delivered them to their owners. Upon 
returning, when nearCbambersburg, heencoun
t~red the ad vance of the rebels who reliel'ed 
him of his horse. This he got for his services, 
and our brave defenders got safely back to New 
York without the loss of a man. 

On page 45 I speak of General Early's 
movement to the east tbrough Gettysburg 
to York. Upon reacbing Gettysburg on 
Friday 26th, he issued the following re
f(uisition upon the town, viz, for 60 barrels 
nf flour; 7,000 tbs. of pork or bacon; 
]·,2001bs. of sugar; 100 fus. coffee; 1,000 
filS. salt; 40 bushels of onions; ] ,000 pairs 
of shoes; 500 hats; or $10,000 in money. 

To this demand the Town Council, 
through its President, Mr. D.Kendlehart, 
made the following reply: 

GE=VSBURG, June 26th, 1863. 
GENERAL EARLY, Sil' :-The autborities of 

the borough of Gettysburg, in answer to the 
demand made by you upon the said borough 
and county, say that. their authority extends 
but to the borough and that the requisi tion asked 
for cannot be given, because it is utterly im
possible to comply. The quantities require<l 
are far beyond that in our possession. In com
pliance, however, to the demandH we will re
q nest the stores to be opened and the citizens to 
furnish wi1ateY('r fht'y ('an of snch provisions, 
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&c., as may be asked. Further we cannot 
. promise. 

By authority of the council of the borough of 
Gettysburg, I hereunto, as President of said 
Board, attach my name. 

D. KENDLEHART. 

General Early received orders that ev
ening to proceed to York, and the requisi
tion was not further pressed. 

On page 57 I say the only instance in 
which armed resistance to marauding par
ties of rebels during the invasion, was 
made was by the inhabitants of Horse 
Valley at the Strasburg pass. The follow
ing additional case has been brought to my
notice by Mr. Christian H. Deck. Mr. 
Deck says: Every nook and corner from 
Mercersburg to Newburg, along the entire 
mountain, was searched by the rebels and 
many horses were captured and taken 
away, with one exception, and that was at 
Keeffer's Gap. Mr. Christian Deck, the 
father of the informant, at that time lived 
on what is known as the Keefer farm in 
Hamilton township, Franklin county,
and close to the gap where the old path 
crosses the mountain to Horse Valley. 
Mr. Deck conceived the plan of put
ting his horses at a good place in the 
mountain, and to get as manvofhis neigh
bors as possible to join and have a regular 
camp and to organize a band of men to 
protect the horses. Accordingly several 
tents were erected and all who would were 
invited to join. About twenty or twenty
five persons responded, among whom were 
the following, being all Mr. Deck can re
member. William Finney, Abraham 
Weaver, George Weaver, Henry Clay
Keefer, Franklin Deck, Augustus Deck, 
Jonas Keefer, Harry Deck, Daniel Heck
man, Jacob Pugh, John Bossart, Jerome 
Keefer, David Timmons, Emanuel Wea
ver, Frederick Golden and John Weaver. 
Some of these at that time were but boys,
but they shouldered their guns and went 
into camp to protect the property of their 
parents and neighbors. From one hun
dred to one hundred and twenty-fi ve hors
es were taken there, belonging to the fol
lowing named persons and others whose 
names have escaped Mr. Deck: Christian 
Deck, Henry Keefer, William Bossart, 
Daniel Hull, John Heckman, Daniel 
Kunkle, Henry Allen, John Gelwix, Geo. 
Brake, Henry Treper, William Melhorn 
and Frederick Deck. The persons first 
named were all well armed with their 
trusty guns and revolvers. Some fifteen 
or twenty were kept on duty continually
while the rest attended to the horses and 
brought in supplies, mostly from Mr. 
Deck's whose farm was the nearest at 
hand. The roads and paths were guarded 
and when a suspicious person would come 
along, two of the guards would take him 

in charge, escort him to the top of the 
mountain, and with orders not to be seen 
around there anymore again would be let 
go. Mr. Deck advised that about every
five minutes a gun should be discharged.
Accordingly a continual booming was kept 
up, and while every other gap ie. the 
mountain was visited by the rebels, aLd 
horses taken, not a visit was made to thi 
gap nor a horse taken. 

To show what dread the rebels had of 
being bushwacked the following inCident 
is to the point. Many rebels were almost 
continually passing within about a mile of 
this camp, but none ventured to the gap.
One day a party inquired of a farmer 
if therA were not horses in the gap i' 
"Yes," he replied, "come and I will show 
you." Just then bang went a gun at 
which one of them said, "Oh, you el..n't 
fool us," and away they rode, remarking,
"There, the d--d Yankees have killed 
another rebel." On another occasion five 
rebels ventured as near as Mr. Deck's res
idence. It happened just as they came UD 
the road that Daniel Heckman, one of the 
scouts, was at Mr. Deck's and another 
scout about two hundred yards from the 
house. Mr. Heckman at once made a 
dash towards the camp, but the rebels saw 
him as he ran in an opposite direction to 
escape from them. One of the rebels dis
mounted and laid his carbine on the fence 
and taking aim fired. The ball went hiss
ing close to Mr. Heckman's head. Three 
others then dashed after him, but by that 
time he had reached another fence along 
which trees, bushes and vines were thick
ly grown. Among these bushes Mr. 
Heckman made hisescapewhiJe the rebels 
rode on furiously foraboutamiJethinking 
to capture him. FailIng to find him they
became enraged. In the meanwhile 
as these were after Heckman, the two 
rebels who remained at the house took 
hold of Mr. Deck, who was at his barn, 
and placing their revolvers to his head 
demanded to know who the bushwhacker 
was and where he Iived. Mr. DeclI refus
ed to tell them. The rebels then again
and again threatened with oaths to sboot 
him, but could not frighten him into tell
ing them. They then accused him of har
boring bushwhackers and declared that 
they would kill him and burn all his 
buildiugs. Finding that he would not tell 
they threw him to the ground and then 
left declaring that they would return the 
next day and bring a whole company and 
plant a battery on what is known as the 
Big Hill, situated about a half mile off, 
and would shell the gap and kill every
bushwhacker they would find. While 
these things were transpiring with Mr. 
Deck the other scout, Abraham Weaver, 
had reached the camp and reported what 
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was going on. Here now was an opportu
nity for the boys to show their courage. 
The following ten persons at once went on 
the double quick, well armed, uown the 
mountain to rescue Mr. Deck, viz: Wil
liam Finney, as Captain, Abraham Wea
ver, George Weaver, Henry Clay Keefer, 
Frauklin Deck, AugustuS Deck, Harry 
Deck, Jacob Pugh, John Bossart and 
David 'l'immons. On reaching Mr. 
Deck's they found that the rebels had just 
left. Again they dOllble quicked across 
the fields to intercept them, but the rebels 
had gotten ahead of them and went 
straight for Chambersburg. This ended 
the first and only trouble at Keefer's Gap,
and every horse which was kept there was 
safe. One farmer becoming dissatisfied 
with this staying in the mountain, left the 
camp one evening with his horEes, The 
next !lay his six horses were taken. They 
were good horses and the six were worth 
from a thousand to twelve hundred dol
lars. Mr. Heckman, the scout they shot 
at, was afterwards killed by the explosion 
of a shell while he was attempting to take 
out iti! contents. 

Dr. McClay, of Greenvillage, quoting 
from Ilis journal written nuring tile war, 
furnishes the following:

During the night of Tuesday, June 23d 
(1863), a large body of rebel cH,valry passed 
through the Village 011 down towards 
Shippensburg. Their arms and accoutre
ments seemed to be all muttled so as to 
make no noise. 

nhodes' infantry took up a pOi;ition 
about Shirk's Hill (about two miles south 
of the Village ou the Chambersburg road) 
and planted a large number of caunon 
ther~. It was their intention to fortify 
this hill and wait the coming of the 
Union army. Rev. \Vesley Howe, who 
at that time lived in tile Village, had this 
from the officers, many of whom he lmew 
when preaching in Virginia.

On the morning of the ~Gtll (Fri(lay), 
hefore dayJigllt, the rebel infantry COUl
menced to pass down the valley and COIl
linue,l passill~ until after night. ('l'hb 
was Rholles' division.) 

Reveral of the officers were much inter
ested in the Presbyterian churches of the 
valley, and made inquiries conceming 
church matters, and but little about poli
tics or the war. A religious service wa!'! 
held by them on Rabbath, ~8th, in Mr. 
John Immell's woods near the Village. 
Fine diFcourse, attentive congregation and 
good singing. Three of the soldiers wbo 
stood guard about my bouoe hall been stu
,lents of Dr. Shoemaker's, at Academia, 
Juniata county, at one Ume. 

June ;)oth ('J'uesday) rebet army began 
to return from down the valley. 'I'hey 
went out the Rcotlan<l road. 

'Valked to Shirk's Hill after the rebels 
had left, The woods and fields all around 
were covered with hundreds of hides cut 
to pieces to render them useless. 'fhe 
rebels were passing right over the fields in 
a direct line for Fayetteville, regardless of 
roads, and evidently in a great hurry. 
From Monn's down to Hargleroad's mill 
and over the old camp meeting ground, 
the rebels layin immense numbers. They 
were all moving when we looked over the 
fields from the highest point on the hill. 
Drums were beating and the ear-piercing 
fife and the shrill notes of the trumpet 
were all calling to tums. We gazed on 
the scene and silently invoked the great 
God of battles to protect our Army ann 
Nation from this great force of misguided 
men. (This was Johnson's division. 
Part of his wagon train came up the pike 
to Chambersburg and passed out towards 
Gettysburg. '1'he balance of his train 
with Rhoads', passed across the county
by Scotland and the road Jeading from 
Shippensburg to Greenwood.-J. HOKE.) 

But little is known of the circumstances 
connected with the retreat of the Confed
erate army from Gettysburg. Dr. H. G. 
Cbritzman, who was with Kilpatrick's 
cavalry at that time, furnishes the follow
ing interesting account, which we grate
fully pJace upon record here. 

lIlR ,]. HOIn~, Sir: 
At your requc5t 1 luwe l1rcp:ued the follow

ing st~ttement of events connectetl with Kilpa.t
rick's pllrtiui t of Lee on his retreat from 
Gett,ys1mrg, of which I waR personn.l1y cogni
zant. Ho fill' as 1 know the incidents relMed 
han' not !lecn yet publishe,1. 

n. G. CIIHITZ~lAN. 

A great <l eal lIas bc('u written antl spokcli 
nbout the battle of Grttysbnrg, hilt than' 
ne\'('r read anything conc,'rnin!! Kilp,ttrick'H
,lash across tho mOllntains through Montf'rp,Y 
Pass, after the hattle. 

J will st.tte thn tloings oftbe Sih ]'n.. !'a\'all'.\', 
of which [was n. 1ll,'l\I bel' before amI 'tfter th!' 
figbt. The 8th ('~walr,Y was originally COIll
1ll ,wtle!l hy ll<wi,lllf. Gregg, hnt at the time of 
1 he mOYl'lllent on Gnttyshurg-, Grcgg was a 
Brig'lllier General cOllllllan(ling the :!,lUi vision 
of ]'lpa~antoll'S c,tyalry corpR, antl was consi.l
('n'd one among the ablest c::walry COllll1lrtntl
PI'S in the army o[ the Potomac. 

.Tnue 3llth, ll;{j;;, fhp 8tb (':walry was at l!'rc<l
prick. J\Id., it waH then detatachml from ])I'vin's 
Brigade, :tllli unitp.1 with Kilpatricl<'s 01<1 hri
gatlp. Col. l1lU''y of theRth c,walry was a~sign
I'll to thp cmllllland of th(, Brigadp, ('(}n~istillg 
of the 211 anll-Uh )iew \-ork, Glh Ohio alltl Sth 
I'a. c,waITY, also hattpry (" ;;<1 LT. K. 

From Fre.lerirk we pushed 011 to Xl'''' lIlar
ket. Junp ~()t1l. Htill 011 th(,1IIa1'('11 through 
the night, arriving at 'W('stminstl'rat dayhreak, 
.Jnne ;;ot1l. 

A little jncitlent tonk place (luring thi~ night 
march which \\'ill go far to show how jlHlilYlll" 
Pllt 801tliers lUay 1>eeome to dang<:'r, .'yen in tI,.. 
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1;wo of tloe oJlemy, by the I'xhanstiOIl of 10llg 
and fatigniJlg' lllarehe~. '1'ho I'olllllland h:ttl 
haltc(l frOIll SOllie canse aull the writ!'r of this 
l'~('olllillg ~ollle\\'hat wcary in the S,l(ldle (1is
llIonlltCIl and sat tlown in ,t f('Jl('e cOl"llpr to l"('St. 
1I0w 10Jlg lll' llall remaincd in that position I", 
is 11I)W unable to say, hnt "On nwaking from a 
Iii fnl slulllber all seellled dark antI still, llOt 
clen the soulHl of a resth'e horse or the clank 
of a sabre 11istnrlwtl tlJe silence. Ul!Itillg II]lOll 
my ft· ..tallll l'eeri11gontiutotlw 1lI11)!'rtaiu light, 
I ('ollltl just discern Illy regiment still thel"(', 
seeming Iil(o SOllIe l)1JantOlll cohnull of nl(~n 
all(lllOrs('~. ] walked up to theol1i('H cOlllnl<ulll
iug alltl spoke of this OllJillon~ silenc<" express
ing lily f('ars that tlJe eolullIn h:t<llllOI't·t! 011. 
lIe tOltlllle to walk lip tlJe Jill(> and ascel·tain if 
there was anything in front of liS. J soon (lis
covered that the column had 1II0veti on with 
the exc('ption of a battery in our illllll(.tliMe 
front, the Hlen of wl.Jich were fast asle('l). 
Thero sat cannonecrs and drivers forgetful of 
(lury, perhaps many of tlJCIll dreaming of f;u 
away homes aUtI brighter SCI'Il<'H thall the stern 
and relentless strife in which thpy were soon to 
engagp. I immediately reported tIl<' fact that 
the column with tbe exception of the hattery 
had 1ll0vt'd forward. I can assnre you thero 
was some liYcly h'aveling for a time until we 
caught lip to the rest of the brigade, about elay
ligbt. During July 1st, 2d and :ltl, Onr bri 
gade did picket dnty on tbe rigbt and n'ar of 
t!.to army, aud gll<tnled tbe trains. 

July 4th, Jlloved to Emmittsburg all(l report
ell to J\:ilpatrickj mOl'ed same cYclling to intcr
cept Bwell's wagon train whieh was reported 
to lie near }\lonterey Springs. l.'he hrigade 
movell rapidly up the Illountuin ro,ul striking 
Ewell's \\ragon train about 3 a. ])1., rJ uly ,jth, in 
the midst of a fllrions thumlcr storm, whilst on 
its retr!'at from Gettysburg. 


"Then arose so wild a yell

Along that Ilark anti narrow dell, 

.As if tho 1icncll) from heaven it!ltl fell," 


COlllbine<l with the Plutonic dalkness Iluule it 
one of the Ilights long to he relllembered. 
'When \Ie ('allle up with the wagon train, "t;nion 
and Hebel c'lYalry, wagons, ambulances, tlri 
ycrs aUlI mules became a eonfuselllllass of Jlur
Hned and pursuing demons wbose shouts antI 
carbine sbot~, mingled with tbe lightning'ti 
red glare and ('he thunuer crash, made it appear 
as if we were in the infernal n'giolls. Bspcci
ally so as the cries of tbe 1I'01lIHIed often rose 
lJi"h above the (lin of the conflicting forces. 

~'I'equently a driYer \I'oult! be ~bot or .It·an. 
his mule team, II'hen the un1"('st,.,\1 ned animals 
would rush \I iltlly down tbe narrow 1'oa(l, anti 
in lllany instances the wagons \~·ith the llllll,.s 
altachetl w(lulel be fouml at tlay!Jght at t1w 1J0t
tom of sOllle deep radne tl"ushe(l toyi!'ces a,nd 
tlJe mules dead or dyin!!. It was a tearful rl(lc 
~lIiting well the fearless intrepidity of onr tlar
ing cOlllllJan.lcr. First a I'e bel brigatl<', then a 
long train of wagons ml{l amIJUlance~, tb~n our 
brigade in the centre, with Ewell's corps 1D our 
rear, going llown that nalTOW lll011lllalll l:oad 
npon the principle of the denl take the lllnll 
most, and you have Kilpatrick's dash across 
1\1onterey Pass. 

The result of tbis brilliant mOl'ement was 
tlJe capture of :t large number of wagons, am
bnlances an(l mules with fifteen hundred 

l'rbUl1er~. The liri . .:,ulu r,·at"lll·.l t Ite fout "f the 
lllonntain about c1ayligllt, l('avin~ the Baltimore 
pike wl\('re it tnrns towan1.; '\'aynt,..llllro', tlll' 
t"oluLllJl Illove.lon 10 Hlllilhsimrg, "ft1., whl're 
thp wagons amI alllhlll:UII'es W<'l'e burnt, TIll' 
coltllllaud rl·:<t(·.l at thb place durill~ the tlay. 
As the shatles of c\'clliu~ lh'cw lligh \Ye ,vt'l"e 
treatell tl):t complilU"nt of shot ml(l shell by 
Stuart, who appearetl at It,tI"t'n Hock (lap, 
ahoY" the little vallag(·. Hl)oll ollr battery got 
into position whell SllIart was ('olll\wllpil to ]"1'

tin·, whcn onr hrigatle took up tli(> lill" ot' 
""11Th for HOOIISllol"O, \I hpr!' it arrivcd ahout 
Illi.lnight witlJoul fUTtl",r intl'lTll]ltion. 

A great tll'al ll10re 1I1il!ht l,e saitl of this brio 
galle aud ('specially or tit .. gallant Kilpatt'ick, 
who iigtll'(>cl so conspit'1I011S1'y in Hhcrnlan's 
march frolll tlte Illountains tllrOllgh t!.t" (,w{) 
Carolinas to th(' sea, but time :lnt! ~lm('e forbid. 
GCllt'ral lJoo!cC'r's l1l"izp, oUi'rell ror a (le:td C:tl'
alryman, wOllld soon IHlI'e (\pplet('d his excheq
uer, for many brave troopers bit the dust 
tl II l"ing the Gett,l'slmrg campaign. 

,Ve thank Go(l for G(,ttyshl1rg, for it was 
there the very Iwart aml tiower of the Southern 
"onfcderaey daslwd ils"lf to pieces against tI". 
Union lim's un tlie "Hocky Ildghts of Gettys
burg." 

It was !llPTP our Go(l'given liberties were per
}lctllat('(l. The ::(1 and -llh (lays of July, IHG:), 
witnessed the llef"at of I,ee and the capitula
tion of Yicksbnrg. 'l'h(·y have aptly been sng
geste,l as days of d('stiuy for America. A cen
tury before, on tho -lth of ,J Illy, the tocsill of 
American intl"pCllClcn('(J was ~olllllled, and 
now again tlte:ltl alit! 41h of ,July became criti 
mtl and tlecit!etl "poc!.ts in thc history of the 
war for the Union. 

UHAP'l'ER ~'. 
In addition to the accounts of the great 

wagon train ofwoundetl Uonfederates from 
Gefty"lJUrg pas"ilJg through our county to 
Virginia, given by various persons, the 
following interesting statement by .Mr, 
Jacob U~ Snyder, of New Franklin, is 
worthy of preservation. It should come 
in on page 88. ~Ir. Bnydcr says; 

About 10 or 11 o't'lot'k lin the night uf SMur
llay, Jilly 1th, ]Rt;:;, we he:tnl a g.reat noise of 
borses feet clattering and traUllllug along on 
the road. It was at IiI" tsnp\los('(l that another 
tleta('hment was l,assillg along to Hettysbnrg. 
After a little tho 1"1ll11bling of wagons was 
heart!. I at once arose, strut'k a ltght, opened 
the tloor ant! went out, ant! ill less thau tifteen 
minutes thl> largl' hall ill Illy hllu'o and the 
yart! iu frout" .re 'illcil with WOIlLl(I.,t! Oon
fellemte s()ltlit'r.. TbE'y at once ,pt np the 
clam(,r to my wif,' :11111 otlwr lIl<'llllJel"S of my 
family, (( Water! Waler!! fJhc liS lrater.'!" 
'.rht'v also l,pgg(-d 10 haye their \\"oLlll(1sdres~ed. 
0, ,;'hat a sight! 1 at Olleccame to IlllJ('onclu 
sion that somet hill::: uuusual h:ul Jaken place, 
anll as the raiu was falling in ron'cnt"', I Illlt 011 
llly oyercO:tt an.,l \YalkCl~ ,?ntto theb:lrn-yartl at 
the roadside ,nth!l st.tft 1D my haml. I there 
found that somp c:J.valrnnen were tlrh'ing Mme 
of my young cJ.ttle out of my ~arn-yard. 
walked up to the ~ate an~l closed It t? pre,:ent 
any lllore from helJ1g <lnYCll out. 'lite ofticer 

I 
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in charge, sitting on his horse, and seeing the 
staff I carried, supposed it to be a gun and at 
once rode away. At about 1 o'clock, A. M., a 
man with a short leg rode up to the yard gate 
in company with five or six others. He very 
politely asked Mrs. Snyder for a drink of wa
ter. He seemed to be strapped to his horse. 
When riding away one of the men said he was 
General Ewell. I afterwards learned that his 
amputated limb had gotten sore. (It seems to 
me that this could not have been General Ew
ell. Unless positively unable he would cer
tainly have remained at the head of his corps. 
-J. HOKE.) The long-wished for daylight at 
length dawned, and revealed to the farmers 
along the road that their fences were torn down 
and ambulances and wagons, together with 
hundreds of cavalry, were making their way 
through their fields and their wheat, corn and 
grass were being ruined. The narrow road in 
many places was so badly cut up that the wag
ons could scarcely get along, and many had to 
take the fields. Broken down wagons and cais
sons, yet containing large amounts of ammu
nition, were strewn all along the route. Oh, 
what a sight! The groans of the wonnded and 
shrieks of the dying beggar description. I said 
to several of the men-Major Throckmorton 
and others who had been at mv house on their 
way to Gettysburg, "What does this mean? I 
think yon have received a most terrible whip
ping." They repliE'd that they were only going 
back to get more ammunition and would come 
back and clean out the Yankees. I then said: 
"It looks to me as if the Yankees haye com
pletely cleaned you out, and I think, and I pre
sume you think so yourselves, that you had 
better stayed at home and remained under the 
Old Flag." At 2 o'clock, P. 1\1:., a battel·y of 
six brass pieces drew up in front of my barn 
and fed their horses. This battery was suppor
ted and accompanied by about 100 cavalry and 
some infantry. The cavalry dismounted in a 
ten acre field of prime wheat, all out in head. 
At the same time during t.he halt the men were 
slaughtering cattle at 1I1r. Jeremiah "V. 
George's. At this place some of the men died 
and were buried, and others unable to go any 
fnrther were left with Mr. George. The graves 
of some that died there can yet be seen along 
the road; others are farmed over. Among 
those that were buried was Major McDine, of 
South Carolina. He was buried close by the 
well in a beautiful grove, aud his grave was 
marked by a head-board bearing his initials. 
On the 20th day of April, 1866, three persons 
came to Mr. George's in seal'ch of this grave. 
One of them was the Major's brother-in-law, 
who was accompanied by a friend of the de
ceased, and the two were under the guidance of 
a colored man who had been the Major's ser
vant, and was with him when he died and was 
buried. In a conversation with these persons 
IJearned that Mrs. 1\I'Dine, the Major's wife,had 
partially lost her mind upon hearing of the 
death of her husband, and at her urgent solici
tation and with the hope to relieve-her, they 
had come in search of his body. They came 
from South Carolina to Hagerstown, thence to 
Gettysburg, and then under the guidance of 
the colored man, followed up the way of the 
<lisastrous retreat until they came to 1\fr. 
George's, where the guide at once recognized the 

place and took them to the grave. The re
mains were taken up, carried to near my spring 
and there prepared and enclosed in a box and 
taken along. 

Among the wounded left at Mr. George's was 
Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Carter, of Genero.lMc
Law's Division, Longstreet's Corps. 1 visited 
Col. Carter frequently during his stay there. 
He was a man of more than ordinary ability. 
He had enjoyed the advantages ofa fine educa
tiou and had great conversational powers. He 
was a Texan and had served two years in the 
legislature of that State. He had two daughters 
living. The one was 1\frs. M. C. McLove, re
siding in Burnettsville, Marlboro District, 
South Carolina. In the discussion of "the 
principles ofthe secession hel·eay" as he termed 
it, which he often did with his companions, 
and in my presence, I learned that he was of 
the Alexander H. Stephens stamp. He was 
taken to Chambersburg by Dr. A. H. Senseny 
in an ambulance, where he subsequently died. 

From Col. Carter I obtained much informa
tion in relation to the battle of Gettysburg. He 
had received his wound in the first charge made 
by McLaw upon little Round Top, from the 
"Devil's Den." They had met a heavy repulse 
from that place, and when General Longstreet 
ordered General McLaw to charge the second 
time, the latter replied in these words, "Gener
al Longstreet, I regard a second charge a need
less sacrifice of human life-to lead men against 
one of nature's impregnable barriers so well 
manned and so bravely defended-I disobey 
the order." These, said Colonel Carter, were 
the precise words used by General McLaw. 

"On Monday morning, the 5th, about 3 
o'clock, four men drove into my yard with a 
two-horse carriage. They asked to have their 
jaded horses fed and breakfast for four persons, 
for all which they proposed to pay. I said that 
if they paid in greenbacks and not in Confed
erate scrip, they could be accommodated. They 
were evidently civilians and not soldiers, ami 
the higher grade ofSouthern aristocracy. They 
were cursing and swearing about the Yankees 
getting oue of their blooded horses for which 
they said they were offered $1,500. Their great 
trouble seemed to be, "if the Yankees only 
knew what kind of a horse they had." They 
paill my son a five dollar government note. 1 
told them that they had better get away or the 
Yanks would get them and their olll rips of 
horses. It was about daylight when they left. 
It was evident that they expected the Blue 
Coats to be after them. Just as they were 
about to leave some colored persons, who came 
along, began to sing, 

l'se gwine back to Dixe, 

No more l'se gwine to wander, 


My heart's turned back to Dixie, 

I can't stay here no longer; 


I miss de old plantation, 

My home and my relation, 


My hearts turned .back to Dixie, 

And 1 must go. 


Chorus :-l'se gwine back to Dixie, 
For I hear the children calling, 
I see the sad tears falling, 
My heart's turned back to Dixie 
And I must go. 
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Never shall I forget that scene, and never did 
I see a more forlorn and disgusted party tha.n 
those five men when, in their old rickety two
horse carriage, drawn by two old rips, they 
drove away amidst the singing of those colored 
persons. 

In a few hours the Boys iu Blue, under Gen
eral Gregg, were on hands and took hundreds 
of prisoners. 

When writing the account given in a 
previous chapter of the dash made upon 
the great wagon train from Gettysburg by 
the gallant Captain Jones between Green
castle and Williamsport, I was ignorant 
of the way by which Captain Jones was 
ordered to cross from McConnellsburg to 
Mercersburg at that eventful time. Mr. 
W. Scott Fletcher, who was a resident of 
McConnellsburg during the war, and well 
informed of all the events which occurred 
there, relates the following: That part of 
General Milroy's force, which had escaped 
into Pennsylvania after bis defeat and 
route at Winchester, and had congregated 
at Everett or Bloody Run, composed of 
the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, several 
companies of the First New York Caval
ry, some infantry and other parts of regi
ments and companies, had advanced to 
McConnellsburg and occupied that place 
on Saturday, July 4th. '1'be whole of 
these forces was under command of Colo
nel Pierce of the 14th Pennsylvania. Mr. 
James O. Carson, of Mercersburg, on the 
evening Of that day, being Ignorant of the 
approach of that great wagon train, but 
seeking protection from the numerous 
straggling rebels who were prowling about 
the country, sent a letter to Mr. W. S. 
Fletcher at McConnellsburg, asking him 
in case there were any Federal soldiers 
there to have some sent across the 
mountain to Mercersburg. Mr. Fletcher 
received this letter late on Saturdayeven
ins, and at once showed it to Col. Pierce 
and asked bim to send Captain Jones with 
about two hundred men. Mr. Fletcher 
selected Captain Jones because of his well 
known bearing and efficiency. To this 
request Col. Pierce agreed aud sent Cap
tain Jones with bis own company and 
about one hundred men from the 14th 
Pennsylvania. These left McConnelle
burg early on Sunday morning, and upon 
reaching Mercersburg, or probably before 
reaching that place, they learned of the 
great wagon train and at once proceeded 
to intercept it. 

The following account of the dash upon 
and capture of a part of this train was 
given by Lieut. David Irwin to Rev. J. 
Spangler Keiffer, who was an intimate 
friend and school-mate of his. Lieut. Ir
win was from Union county, Pennsylva
nia, and a graduate of Amherest College. 
He is now a captain in the regular army, 

of the United States. Mr. Keiffer, at the 
time of the war, was teaC'hing in the Acad
emy at Mercersburg, and obtained his in
formation from Lieut. Irwin at the time 
of tbe occurrence. It has been transmit
ted to me by Mr, Keiffer through Rev. 
Mr. Cort. 

Lieutenant Irwin's statement is as fol
lows: A cavalry force of about two hun
dred men, under command of Captain 
Jones, of the First New York cavalry,
hearing on Sunday, July 5th, of ihe great 
wagon train on "its way from Gettysburg 
to Virginia, advanced upon it by way of 
Mercersburg and intercepted it at Cear
foss's Cross Roads, nearly midway be
tween Greencastle, Pa.,and Williamsport, 
Md. After a sharp skirmish with the 
guards, who were scattered somewhat 
thinly along the line, the wagons were 
turned into the road leading to Mercers
burg. The train was cutout from Hayde's
down to the farm formerly owned by Da
vid Zellers. The wagons cut off south of 
the Cross Roads were turned around in 
the barn-yard of Mr. Zellers, and hastily 
driven back to follow the other part of the 
captured train to Mercersburg. Hugh Lo
gan was along with the Confederate escort 
and made a very narrow escape from cap
ture by leaving his horse and hiding until 
ihe Union cavalry hat! left. Mr. Henry
Zellers saw him and says he was in great 
dread of capture. Great gallantry was 
displayed by Captain Jones and his brave 
troopers in this affair, as well asin all oth
er affairs he had with the rebels. One of 
bis troopers rode gallantly as far as the 
Broad Fording Road, but finding himself 
unsupported he was obliged to make his 
escape bv turning off at that point.

In this gallant affair about one hundred 
wagons-as many as this small body of 
cavalry could handle-with about 600 or 
700 hundred wounded Confederates who 
were in the wagons, were captured. The 
head of this captured train began to pass 
through Mercersbur~ about dusk, and con
tinued passing until late in the night. It 
was hurried on througb the town towards 
the Gap for fear of an effort to recapture
it. At or near the Gap the head of the 
train met alarge detachment from the 14th 
Pennsylvania -cavalry under Col. Pierce. 
Upon believing themselves strong enough 
to protect themsel ves from capture, they re
turned to Mercersburg, where the wounded 
were taken from the wagons and placed in 
the Seminary and other buildings. In ad
dition to over one hundred wagons, and 
600 or .!LOO prisoners captured, there was 
also one cannon. Mr. Keiffer overheard 
a sbarp discussion and dispute between 
Col. Pierce and Captain Jones in relation 
to the results of this affair. It appeared 
that Captain Jones was not satis&ed with 



Remi1lisc(mces of the War. 

the result, allll wanted to make another 
dash upon the train, but was overruled 
and prevented by Col. Pierce. Had Capt.
Jones been in command, and been permit.. 
ted to have his own way, with the increas
eu force then at bis dispoEal, greater cap
tures would bave resulted. It is necessa
ry only to say tbat Col. Pierce was subse
quently discharged from the service for 
bis entire incompetency. 

Lieutenant Irwin related to Mr. Keifler 
the particulars of a personal encounter be 
bad wi th a rebel officer when the dash was 
made upon that train at the Cross Roads. 
'l'be officer was mou n ted on a fine charger 
and dashed upon Lieutenaut Irwin in such 
a way by a semi-circling charge, that the 
Lieutenant was unable to use bis sabre. 
As this semi-circling charge was made, 
the officer fired his pistol rapidly, and one 
ball struck the rim of Lieutenant Irwin's 
hat. 'l'urning partly around in bis saddle 
and resting bis pistol on his left arm or 
shoulder, he fired backwards at his assail
ant, when he fell from his horse, which 
afterwards became the property of the 
Lieutenant. Irwin immediately dismoun_ 
ted and offered assistance to his prostrate 
foe, but he was in no mood to accept of it. 
Judging that he was mortally wounded, 
Lieutenant Irwin left him. Dr. Victor 
Miller says that he was called upon to 
dress the wound of a Captain Zaine, wbo 
was fatally 'Wounded in the same engage
ment along the pike not far from Hayde's, 
several miles from Greencastle. General 
Jenkins also came along sometime after, 
and dismounted to take a look at the 
wounded officer. He ordered that he be 
taken to Williamsport, wbere he after
wards died. From all that can be learned 
this Captain Zaine was the officer with 
whom Lieutenant Irwin had the contest. 
General Jenkins had Dr. Miller to exam
ine and dress a wound he received at Get
tysburg on the top of his bead, caused by 
a piece of a shell. 

A very romantic occurrence took place 
in connection with the wounding of this 
Confederate officer. At a later p'eriod of 
the war Lieutenant Irwin was stationed 
at Williamsport as Provost Marshall. and 
as gallant young men were in the habit of 
doing, he made the acquaintance of some 
of the young ladies of that place. Among 
others he frequently visited a family to 
which several interesting ladies belonged. 
They were strongly Southern in their sym
pathies, and had much to say of a dear 
friend of theirs-a certain officer of a Vir
ginia regiment, who had been killed in the 
war. One day these ladies showed the 
Lieutenant a picture of the deceased 
friend, which he saw at once was a strik
ing likeness of the officer whom he had 
met in bloody combat in the raid upon the 

wagon train. He said nothing, llOwever, 
but proceetletl to read a funeral di~cour8e 
which they hantied him aud which Ilatl 
been preached and published 011 the 
life and character of the lamented of
ficer. Reading the circumstances of bis 
<.Ieatll as detailed in this sermon, he saw 
that he was indeed the identical officer he 
had fatally wounded. Of course he tlid 
not shock the sensibilities of his fair 
friends by telling them what part he had 
played in the deatb of their frient!. 

CHAP'l'ER XU. 

III further illustration of General Mc
Causland's brutality and profanity, as 
referred to in his conduct at Hagerstown 
on page 103, I take the following from an 
article contI'ibuted to the Philatlelpbia 
Record of August 4tb, ]S77, by a corre- ' 
sponden t signing his name as "Pranklin." 
It is only necessary to say that this person 
resided in HagerstoWll and knew wbereof 
he spoke. That correspondent says of 
McCausland: 

Entering the town, he demanded a sum of 
money which astoumled the l'ebel sympathiz
ers in the place_ Hamilton, Alvey, Menley, 
Syesto::r and other Iml.lling "se~esh" were con
stituted a committee to wait upou the Genoral 
for the purpose of getting him (0 witllllraw his 
demand upon the town. They dill so, and iu 
response to their expressions of sympathy for tho 
cause in which he had unsheathed his sword, 
he swore that he wanted money, and care\! 
nothing for then sympathy; thatif hisdl'mand 
was not complied with in the time specified he 
\VOUlll "burn the ---- town to --." The 
committee retired for commltation, and were in 
dismay. In their extremi(.y they summoned 
Captain Tsaac Nesbit, a promilwnt Union 
man, ant! implored him to wait upon their 
guest ant! endeavor to uri ng him to such terms 
as coult! ue complied with. Nesbit demurred 
from attempting negotiations af:er the failure 
of the committee, but was fiually prevailed 
upou to call upon 1\JcCauslantl, who lmd quar
tered himself in the Court House. 'When Nes
bit approache<1 the General, he \Vas in the act 
of changing his shirt in view of the peOI)lo in 
the ~quarc. Itepugllaut in his al)jloarance, 
su rly in hiK manlier, someone remarketl that 
he 10okell1ikl' "a lion \lith a hat on." Nesbit 
walkc(l IIJl to 1\[d'aushtll!l aUl'r ho had some
what adju~t(t1the shirt (an!11 olleit was) with 
which he had just :lllort1ed hiluself, ami re
markcll to tlle Gem-ral that he was "slccp in 
his demands upon the town." Taking his 
watch from his pocket and looking at it Me
Causlallli replied that "if his demand-sleel) as 
it might appe'lJ'-was not hOllored he would 
lmrn the -- town to -- in Due hour from 
that time." Xe,bit kept lwrfectly cool and 
self-pobctl and, seemingly, did not not:ce the 
words of 1\IcCausland. He answered that the 
merchants had remo,ell their good.s, the b:mks 
their deposits, 011 the approach of the Confeder
ates, and it was an utter iml)Ossibility, howe,
er much the people might feel (liSpOSell to CODI
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ply with his demands. !>IcCausJand then 
looking at his watch repeatel1 his threat. 
Nesliit, looking lIlcCausland full in the face, 
replied with consil1erable vehemence, that he 
PIeCanslan(l) had the l)ower, as he well 
knew, to burn the town and he might just as 
well begin the work at once, as there was not 
the remotest possibility of ·his preposterous 
demand8 being met by the handful of citizens 
remaining in Hager town. )IcCau, landehang_ 
ed his manner to Ne bit immediately am1 told 
him that he "talked like a man." and wanted 
to know what could be done. Xii 'bit, in return, 
remarked that the General was becoming 
rMional. He (Nesbit) could not promise what 
booty "ould be raised, but. all that was possi
ble. 

On page lOG I give as evidence that the 
sentiment of many of the Southern people 
demande(1 the laying waste of our border, 
the remark made to me by a gentleman 
familiar with the people of that section, 
that after the return of the Confederate 
army tv Virginia, after the battle of 
Gettysburg, the press of nearly the entire 
South found fault with General Lee for 
not laying this whole country in ruins; 
and, said my friend, "if ever the Confed
erates ~et back here again, they will burn 
and viunder. " That this sentimeut pre
vailed among General Lee's army during
thc invasion of 18G3, and his men were 
only held from executing it by his orders 
forbidding it, is apparent in a statement 
hereafter to appear hy one of the Confed
erates, who was with Lee's army ~uring 
the invasion, and also at the burmng of 
the town, one year afterwards. 'fhis fact 
is further proven in the following e.xtract 
from an editorial which appeare!11D tbe 
Hichmond Expre.ss (Jefferson Davis' ofli
cial organ) conveying to its readers tbe 
intelligence of tbe destruction of Cham
bersburg by McCausland: 

""ro 10\'0 to hear those cries of anguisll. 
This howl of drso1n.tion an(l dpspair from the 
([lUtrler in which it is heard ('ollles upon our 
pal' like 'music 011 tbf' watel'.' It is sWI'et bC'
YOIHI all f'al'thly gratification. W;~d are. WI' 

that, l'Ptriblltioll has at last put rorlh lts (erl'lbll' 
anJl ami asslllllCtI its 1110st terrible slmpp. "~I' 
llopc it will he pushed to the ~()rthcst ('xtrPllll
I y to which it is calJahle of gOing. We shonltl 
lie ghHI to hpm' that the whole ,-all,,:), of' ~hc 
HnS(11H'11anna was one long, nnllrol(!'lI, lI'l'CSltit
a1olo tlame, not to snbside as long as a hous,', 
or a tn'p, or a hlade of grass, or a stalk of co~n, 
I'l'lnaiJwll to testify that it had eYf'r hcpu Ill

hnbite(l by man. No sight could 1.1' morc 
agrf'l'ahlc to 0111' eyes than to uehold en'ry pm'( 
of Yankpedolll within reaph of our armws, ('on
verted into a mass of aslH's-lo see every h('as1. 
that walko(l on fonl' fpet, alll1 could not b? 
drivpn oJl'ior our own nsl', slanghterell alH1 Ip/t 
to rot on the groUlHl." 

A touching incident which occurred on 
the day of the buming o.f Uhamhersbul'g', 
is related by John Jefffles, E~(l., as fol

lows: Mr. Jeffries says he was returnlDg 
from Harrison Avenue, whitber he had 
carried some articles for a friend to save 
them from the flames, when he was ac. 
costed somewhere near the Market House 
by a Confederate officer, or soldier, in the 
following language: "I am told that there 
is an old gentleman somewhere in this 
street (Queen) who is sick in his house 
and will be burned up unless he is taken 
out. Can you take me to him ill) Con
cluding that the person referred to was Dr. 
S. D. Culbertson, Mr. Jetl'ries led the sol
dier to Mr. Culbertson's hou e, and pass. 
ing through it and not finding him in, 
they ran into the !ldjoining house of Mr. 
E. b. Reid, Mr. Culbertson'R son-in-law, 
thinking he possibJy might be there, and 
in passing through a door in the back part 
of the house the soldier struck his head 
against the upper part of tbe door frame, 
and owing to the great speed at which he 
was running he was knocked down. Mr. 
Jeffries sprang to his assistance when he 
said, "Never mind me; for God's sake 
find the old gent-Ieman that we may save 
him." Passing out into the street they 
met Mrs. Lindsay, daughter of Mr. Ber
nard Wolf!', who was lamenting concern
ing her fatber and saying that he was in 
his house on the soutbeast corner of Main 
and Queen streets, and refused to leave it. 
Rushing through Mrs. Lindsay's yard to 
tbe rear of Mr. Wolff's residence, tbey
found that venerable man standing by a 
somewhat antiquated bureau, and declar
ing tbat he would not leave the place 
while tbat bureau remained as it was his 
mother's. Assisted by the soldier Mr. 
Jeffries bore the bureau out of the hou. e 
and placed it in tbe adjoining lot as far 
away from the house as tbey could where 
they left it, when Mr. Wolff followed them 
to a place of safety. 'fhe object of lJis 
solicitude, however, was burned there. 

A couple of hours after the subsidence 
of the fire, the writer met the venerable 
Judge Chambers at Main and King 
Rtreets. He had beeu up taking a look at 
the ruins of his reSidence, and was on his 
wav out North Main street where he had 
gone when tbe town was fired. :While 
conversing with him a person pasSlDg by 
informed him that the rebel had been 
making inquiries for him, and that it was 
rumored that they were coming back to 
complete the destruction Of. tbe town. 
HearinO' this the Judge smd that he 
thought it prudent for ~im to proceed at 
once to his place of lodglllg and he passed 
on out North Main street. Th9 rumored 
retu rn of the rebels proved to be Averill's 
men, who ~hortly thereafter entered ancl 
passed through the town. 

In an article contributed to the Frank
lin RepoHitor.1J of July :lOth, 18S-l, by Mr. 
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W. A. Reid, exception is taken to the 
statement of Thomas R. Bard, Esq., upon 
page 134, as to General Averill's where
abouts and condition during the night
previous to the burning of Chambersburg, 
when General Couch was attempting to 
communicate with him by telegraph from 
this place and failed to elicit any reply.
Mr. Reid's statement is substantially as 
follows: 

Lateiu the afternoon ofFriday, July 29th, 1864, 
General Averill with his command of cavalry 
came into Greencastle from Williamspors, Md., 
to esc,'1pe a force under General Vaughan, 
which crossetl the Potomac at the latter place. 
Some time was spent by the commanding offi
cer in looking at the topography of the country 
cxamiuing Lou~'s Hill (ami perhaps :1nothe~ 
poiut, John \Vilbelm's field, near thA C. V. 
warehouse) doubtless with the view of select
ing a place for battle in case he was followed 
by tbe pnemy, then at or near Hagerstown. 
During the forenoon many stragglers bad hur
ried on, but it was after the middle of the 
afternoon that the cavalry, jaded with their 
recent hurried marches in 'Vest Virginia, filed 
by, passing through Carlisle street. That 
evening General Averill made his headquar
ters at the residence of Archibald Fleming, Sr., 
about one mile north on the Chambersburg 
road. It will be remembered that, on that 
evening a body of new troops enlisted for a 
short term, six months we believe, had been 
sent here by General Conch. They restell on 
the Sqnare and along Carlisle street, while 
Averill's cavalry bivouacked on Fleming's 
farm. The telegraphic news througbout the 
afternoon and evening was most unwelcome 
intelligence. Mr. H. R. Fetterhoff was local 
operator at that time, and D. C. Aughinbaugh 
operator from Hagerstown who in those peril
ous days was frequently here and along the 
line, was also in the office at least during part 
of the evening. 'Vith the wires working badly 
and the news, as read in the faces of the opera
tors and their friends, always getting worse, 
our l)eople were left to wonder "what next?" 
Orderlies carried messages to the commander 
at Fleming's. At abont half-past eleven that 
night intelligence was brought in showing that 
McCausland, who had crossed at McCoy's Fer
ry, was on the 'Varm Spring road. Wh6ther 
later news was received by telegraph from 
Ohambersbnrg, I am not :tJrepared to say, as, 
of course, the despatches were for the com
manding officer they were not shown to citi
zens. Now as to l't1r. Bard's statement in his 
letter published by Mr. Hoke in the last num
ber of Public Opinion, that the orderlies 
bearing messages could not find General Aver
ill, and his own search for him, I cannot under
stand. General Averill, as already said, had 
his headquarters at Mr. Fleming's honse. Mr. 
'Villiam Fleming informs me that General 
Averill and some of his officers took supper at 
his father's honse, that he lay down at a late 
hour to rest in the yard (which is immediately 
on tIle public road). The General inquired of 
him the distances from McCoy's Ferry to Mer
cersburg, to Chambersburg and other points. 
Before 3 o'clock in the morning the troops 

were up. General Averill with Captain 
Crawford of his staft~ and 1\lessr8. William and 
Jacob Fleming examined a map of Franklin 
cOltnty which hung in the hall of their father's 
house. 'Vishing to move ou a line east of the 
Chambersburg road, Mr. Jacob Fleming com
plied with ihe request made of him to pilot 
them out to the Brown's Mill road and there 
1e..'1ving them (on account of the serious illness 
of his father), he directed them as to the route 
chosen to come out near Fayetteville, on the 
Baltimore turnpike road. Mr. 'Villiam Flem
ing thinks that General Averill was under the 
impression, after learning the distances which 
the rebels had to march, that they could not 
reach Chambersburg so early as they dill; and 
next, as to going eastward, he expected, at 
least he expresged the thought, that the rebel 
force from Hagerstown would closely follow 
him, and pursued by a force ill the rear, with 
l\[cCanseland on the left flank in front, he took 
the route northeast to have a clear fleM on the 
GeUysburg turnpike roa(l; as Stuart had 
made this circuit in 1862, it is probable that 
General Averill would recall that event, ltnd 
perhaps this too had some influence to shape 
his course. This, however, is only conjecture. 

I have certainly no desire to do injustice 
to General Averall, for he was considered 
an excellent officer, but the truth of histo
ry requires that the facts in regard to his 
failure to march to the relief of Chambers
burg, or at least to take some notice of 
the frequent and urgent appeals of a supe
rior officer in such an emergency, should 
be known. Now can the statement of Mr. 
Reid be harmonized with Mr. Bard's? 
Let us see. Mr. Reid says that General 
Averill after supperat Mr. Fleming's "lay
down at a late hour to rest in the yard,
which ill immediately upon the public
road." Mr. Bard says that he found the 
General "asleep by the side of a fence." 
Mr. Reid further says that "before 3 
o'clock in the morning the troops were 
up" and that "General Averill with Cap
tab. Crawfvrd of his staffand Messrs. Wil
liam and Jacob Fleming examined a map
of Franklin county which hung in the 
hall of their father's house." Mr. Bard 
says that the last of General Couch's des
patches was received about 3 o'clock, and 
upon the reception of which he at once 
proceeded to General Averill's camp and 
after a short time spent in search found 
the General. lsit not fair to suppose that, 
informed of the contents of the three des. 
patches from General Couch, and the ap
proach of the foe, the staff, if not the Gen
eral himself, would bestir themsel ves; and 
that the cause of their early. rIse was the 
visit of Mr. Bard, and the consulting of a 
map with a view to escape being C8ught 
between General Vaughan'!:! forces from 
Hagerstown and that of McCausland at 
Chambersburg, was the result of the infor
mation just then received of the approach 
of the foe in this direction? If they knew 
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of the new danger which threatened them 
from this direction before, why defer con
sulting the map until that late hour 'I 
Mr. Reid says: "Orderlies carried messa
ges to the commander at Fleming's." 
Whether they were delivered to General 
Averill or not, is not stated. Mr. Bard 
says they were not, and he ought to know, 
for he had personal knowledge of what be 
affirms. The statement of Mr. Bard was 
made immediately after the destruction of 
our town, and up to the publication of Mr. 
Reid's account, so far as I know, was 
never denied. Would it not be morecred
i table for General Averill to say thl\t he 
did not receive General Couch's \I rgen t 
despatches than that he did receive them. 
and took no notice whatever of them 'I 
His obligations to the General command
i ng the District, to say nothing of the 
peril threatening a loyal people, whom it 
was his duty, if not bis pleasure to protect, 
would have compelled him to at least 
acknowledge the receipt of tbe despatcbes 
sent him, and inform him that he could 
not do anything for bim. 

It may not be generally known that the 
town of Ringgold, in the State of Georgia, 
was burned partly in retaliation for the 
destruction of Chambersburg. During 
General Sberman's ~ampalgn tbrougb 
that State, Ringgold was captured with a 
considerable amount of Confederate stores. 
Soon after the burning of Chambersburg 
General Geary who was in command in 
that place, was ordered by General Sherman 
to burn whatever of the supplies they could 
not bring away and then evacuate the 
place. \Vbether Sherman's order con tem
plated the destruction of the whole town, 
I cannot say, but General Geary gave it 
that interpretation and the whole place 
was laid in ruins. General Geary's com
mand was compo~d in part of Pennsyl
vanians, and to the cry of "retaliation for 
Chambersburg" they applied the torch. 

As everything relating to the battle of 
Gettysburg will prove of increasing inte
rest in all the years to come in tbe Na
tion's history, I place upon record the fol
lowing account of a visit to the field of 
battle a few daYI:l after its close, by Rev. C. 
Cort, now pastor of tbe Reformed congre
gation at Greencastle. Mr. Cort's ac
count is as follows: 

MR. JACOB HOKE, Dear Sil':-I have been 
greatly interested in your reminiscences of the 
war, and as Gettysburg was the great and de
cisive battle in the great contest between free
dom and slavery, everything relating to it will 
be a matter of increasing interest to all students 
of history and of military tactics. Andas I had 
a few experiences in connection with that bat
tle which will help to illustrate some features 
of 'the conflict, I herewith submit them for 

your use. These recollections are written from 
notes taken in my diary at the time. 

Yours, &c., C. CORT. 

GE=VSBURG AS HEARD AFAR OFF AND AS 
SEEN NEAR AT HAND. 

On ~riuay afternoon, July 3d, 1863, I wa.~ 
returmng to Somerset, Pennsylvania, from a 
trip to Mt. Pleasant, in Westmoreland county 
same State. Rev. GeorgeH. Johnston, thenpaa: 
tor of the Reformed church in Somerset. but 
now pastor of a congregation in West Phila
delphia, wa my traveling companion. "'e 
stopped for a late dinner at the hotel of a Mr. 
Hay at the eastern base of Chestnut Ridge in 
Ligoni~r Valley, Westmoreland county and 
while we were at clinner the landlord en'teretl 
tIle room and remarked that a terrible battle 
must be going on somewhere. We replied that 
the latest telegraphic despatches received at. 
.Mt. Pleasant before our departure inuicate,l 
that the invading army under General Lee had 
met the Union forces at Gettysburg, and a great 
battle would, no <loubt, be foughf there. l\lr. 
Hay replied, "It must be going on now' W" 
cau hear the cannonading." Expressing' our 
astonishment at his statement, he led ns out to 
the end of his porch, where we distinctly heard 
what we regarded as heavy and continuous dis
charges of artillery in an eastern direction. 
'.rhis was about 2 o'clock, and the lJrecise time 
when 'the great artillery linel took place pre
paratory to ]>ickett's great charge upon the 
the Federal line. Upon going out to the turn
pike the sound was still more distinct. 'Ve 
listenell at the portentous sounds for sODle time 
with great intere t and anxiety, for we knew 
that to a great extent the destiny of our gov
ernment depended ul)on the battle then in pro
gress. The following entry in my diary incH
cates the thought which was uppermost in our 
minds at the time: "l\fay the Lord of hostR 
give victory to the army of the Union, and 
may the hordes of rebeldom be discomfitted in 
the valleys of our noble old Keystoue Common
wealth." 

Mr. Hay told us that the cannonalling had 
been going on more or less for several days. 
We afterwards learned that hundreds ofpeopJI' 
had heard the same all along the south-eastern 
border of ·Westmoreland county, and that dur
ing the battle of l\{anassas the sound of the 
cannonading was also distinctly heard through
out the same localities. The distance from the 
place we heard this cannonading to Gettysburg, 
in a straight line, was not less than one hun
dred and forty miles, and the configuration of 
the inter"Vening country-the numerons trans
"Verse ridges of the Allegheny mountains-
would seem to be unfavorable for the transmis
sion of sound to so great a distance. And yet, 
while the fact is established beyond dispute 
that the sound of the great conflict at Gettys
burg was distinctly heard in one of the west
eru counties of the State, it was not heard in 
many intervening localities not one-third that 
distance from the scene of the conflict. Even 
in Chambersburg and Greencastle, but about 
twenty-fi ve miles distant, but few heard the can
nonadine: and the few who did hear it say it 
was very indistinct. Here is a question for 
scientists to solve. Some military men t~ whom 
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1 had stated the fact a few days later at Get
tysbug, hooted at the idea of what I said, and 
supposed, I have no doubt, that I was telling 
an untruth, or was mistaken. And yet the fact 
is true beyond question, an(l upon the strength 
of what I heard, I at once preparell to stlut for 
the scene of strife which shall nflxt claim our 
attention. 

Hearing the souud of battle from afar, filled 
me with a desire to proceecl at' once to the scene 
of action, to do whatever I could to relieve the 
sufferings of the wounded, but my pulpit dn
ties on the following Sabbath prevented my go
ing until after these duties were discharged. 
Accordingly on Monday I hastened east by 
coach to Johntown and the Pennsylvania rail
road to Harrisburg. at which place I took pas
sage on the train for Carlisle by the Cumber
land Valley railroad. On Tuesday morning I 
procured a pass to go through the picket line, 
but before I reached it, upon the submbs of 
Carlisle, the permit was countermanded on the 
ground that it was considered unsafe for citi
>'.ens to venture across the country while so 
many stragglers from the Confederate army 
were prowling about. I however determiued, 
notwithstanding this danger, to run the risk, 
and succeeded in getting through the lines in 
the following manner: A number of gentle
men connected with the Christian Commissiou 
had engaged a carriage to take them from Car
lisle to Gettysburg for which they were to pay 
fift,y dollars, and through the kiudness of Mr. 
;rohn Wiest, of Philadelphia, who was one of 
the number, I was l1ermitted to take a seat with 
them until we passed through the lines, we all 
passing upon the strength of the special pass 
given them. After getting safely throngh the 
lines, and thanking the party for the favor 
done me, I set out on foot, and proceeded on my 
way, doing some fast walking that excessively 
hot afternoon and evening. Owing to the heat 
those Jaaving horses had frequently to stop un
der shade trees to rest them, but I passed on 
and overtook and out-travelled a number of 
bigh-priced teams such as tbe one hired by the 
gentlemen of the Christian Commission. I 
went by way of Papertown and Whitestown, 
and part of tbe road led through a gloomy for
est, where, I was told, I would be apt to meet 
straggling rebels, butl saw none. I met many 
of the country people returning from the bat
tle-field carrying guns and other things which 
they hacl picked up and smuggled through the 
lines. At length at 8 o'clock in the evening I 
reached Conewago creek, where I had consid
erable trouble to find the foot-log in tbe gather
ing darkness, but at length succeeded in get
tiug over. :Meeting a man with a gun on his 
shoulder and a cross dog by his side, 1 asked 
him for lodging for the night, when he put me 
off with the remark that they had smallpox at 
his house and it would not be safe for me to 
stay there, but at Floi's mill, near by, he 
thought I could get lodging for the night. In 
a little while I called at the house of Mr. Floi 
and asked to be permitted to remain over night 
whicb was after some little time granted. I 
bad walked twenty miles in five hours, and felt 
that 1 needed rest. Beside this a heavy thun
der storm was near at hand and it was very 
dark. With a thankful heart I sat down to a 
table on which were placed some books, and 

taking up one- a hymn book of the Reformed 
churcb-found that I was among my own peo
ple. They now, npon being apprised of whoI 
was, felt free to converse with me about the 
stirring events of the past week, which they 
would bave been loth to do to an entire stran
ger, and as they had seen much of the effects 
of the battle upon the enemy's siele, they gave 
me much interesting information. 

I had gotten ahead of my frieuds of the 
Christian Commission and their bigh.priced 
conveyance, who were obliged to seek shelter 
in a farm bouse before reaching the Conewago. 
Before morning I bad additional reasous for 
feeling grateful over the results of my foreell 
march, for a terrible thunder storm broke upon 
us and seemecl to vent its fury upon that bat
tle-scarred region. The rain descended in tor
rents, and soon the COllewago was au impassa
ble stream. It was said that it was never 
lmo\vn to be so bigh aQ on that occasion. A 
number of carriages approached the floode(l 
bottoms on the opposite side, but w"re force(l 
to lie over an entire day, or make a lletour of 
many miles to reach a bridge. My host took 
me some six miles to Gettysburg iu his carriage 
after tbe rain had somewhat subsided. This 
was on tbe morning of Wednesday, July 8th, 
1863. Soon after starting we saw a couple of 
Coufederate soldiers coming out of the floodell 
bottoms, and I proposed that we should stop at 
a house near by aud get a gun and march them 
along back with us to Gettysburg as prisoners, 
but my :host deemed it too risky. 'Ve then 
drove up to a squad of neighbors not fftr off 
and informel! them of our discovery, and ad
vised the capture of the rebels, which they set 
out to accomplisb. :My friend tben took in 
some supplies for the wounded, andiu due time 
we reacbed Gettysburg, where I at ouce report
ed to the Christian Commissiou wbo directed 
me where to work. Ascertaining where hell1 
was most needed, I proceeded to give such as
sistauce and relief as I was able during the re
mainder of the week. The suppJies my friend 
brought with him were eagerly received by the 
poor, suffering men. Our butter and chickeus 
were takeu in a bnrry. One poor fellow came 
out of a tent on one leg without either a crutch 
01' cane, and bore back in triurpph a dressed 
fowl. 

The scenes of suffering among the mftny 
thousands of wounded of both the Union and 
Confederate armies which came under my ob
servation in the few days I spent in and about 
Gettysburg on that memorable occasion, are al
together iudescribable. Human language is 
inadequate to do it justice. The horrors of war 
were re,·ealed in a way that was sickening to 
the heart. The ghastly wounds, the moans and 
cries and screams of anguish, the ravings of 
those whose reason had been dethroned, and 
the appeals for water to allay thirst and mor
phine to ease pain, were such as to move the 
stoutest hearts. One of the streams had over
flowed its banks, and a number of wounded 
confederates were drowned and their bodies 
swept away by the raging waters. Great piles 
of amputated limbs lay around. Experienced 
surgeons and medical students fresh from the 
schools were at work like so many bloody 
butchers. The pntrid and swollen remaius of 
slaughtered men and horses filled the air with 
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malaria, which soon brought disease and death 
to visitors from all parts of the country, as well 
as to the inmates of the crowded hospitals. 
Suffering and death were everywhere, and the 
efforts put forth for alleviating the latter, 
though rendered by hundred~ of willing hands, 
seemed as but drops to a bucketfull when com
pared to the vast aglrl'egate all about us. 

The fratri~idal nature of the strife was fre
quently brought vividly to our minds as we' 
ministered to the suffering men of both armies. 
In the Lutheran Seminary building I met Lieu
tenant HalTY Hoffman, of the Union army, 
who had been severely wounded by the explo
sion of a shel I in the first day's battle. He was 
much rejoiced to see an old college frienll, and 
I was no less glad and surprised to meet him. 
Out on the Hunterstown road some distance I 
met another colle~e friend, Major Kyd Doug
las, formerly an aId to Stonewall .Jackson, bllt 
afterwards Adjutant of General Johnson's di
vision of Ewell's corps of the Confederate army. 
He had been severely wounded in the left shoul
der while leading a brigade into actiou near 

. Culp's Hill. He had passed unscathed through 
forty-three battles and skirmishes previous to 
the great conflict at Gettysburg. In one of the 
twelfth army corps hospitals I found a young 
1\[r. Hockman of the Stonewall Brigade, and 
having visited his relations near 'Woodstock, 
in the Valley of Virginia, in company with an
other of my classmates, Rev. 1\1. H. Hockman, 
when General Shields first went up the Sben
anlloah Valley in the spring of 1862, I felt a 
deep interest in the wounded youth. 'With the 
assistance of another collegemate, (now Ite\,. 
R H. Diefitlllbacher), I relieved his bodily 
wants and ministered such spiritual advice as 
was necessary. He waM shot twice through thc 
lungs and also through one arm. He calmly 
spoke of his wounds as being necessarily fatal. 
1 sent a telegram to his brother, then pastor of 
:t H.eformed congregation in },aucastel', Ohio. 
1 learned some time afterwards that at that 
,"crY time his Ohio brother was absent frow 
hOll'.e sick frolll exposure endured in helping to 
head oft' and capture Geueral John Morgan 
(luring his famous raid iuto Ohio. A few lIays 
later this young man died, amI his grave was 
marked by Dieffenbacher, who had known him 
in his southern home. Lieutenant Mace, an
other col lege friend, was severely wounde<l and 
his body was burned U}1 in a barn. Thousands 
ofsJightly wounded soldiers were transllorted to 
hospitals in the cities and other places as soon 
as they could be moved, or transportation could 
be had for them, while large numbers of per
sons from all parts of the North came on to see 
after and care for those in and about Gettys
burg. 

I fouml by conversing with the sonthern sol
<Jiers in the hospitals, that the men from Geor· 
gia and North Carolina generally eXllreS ed 
great abhorrence of the war into which they 
had been forced against their will. "War is a 
yery mean way to settie dis}lUtes," was the re
mark of one of these men. 

On Saturday afternoon, July 11th, I conclud
ed to cross the mountain to the vicinity of Ha
gerstown where, it was expected, another bat· 
tie would be fought between the Federal army 
under General1t1eade and the Confederates un
ller Lee. Accordingly in company with Rev. 

Ja•. A. Schultz, I set out about half-pat two 
o'clock by Fairfield and 1tfonterey Pass. A. 
1\1. Hoover and llis wife were going on a vi it 
to his father-in-law, Johnstons, on the old Har
baugh farm, near where Pen 1II:u- station on 
the 'Western Maryland railroad in now locatl'd. 
\Ve had the privilege of riding in their spring 
wagon a good part of the way. For haIfa doz
en miles west and sonth of Gettysburg, ho pit
als were continually in view, and everywhere 
from farm houses, barns, tents, &c., the red flag 
streamed out. Afterpas ing Monterey we saw 
frequent remains of the wagon train which had 
been raided and destroyed by General Kilpat
rick the week before. It was dark when we 
arrived at Mr. Johnstons, and upon arriving 
there we found the family in distress on ac
count of the abduction of 1\11'. Johnston by the 
rebels. He and some of his neighbors were 
watching a paMsing train of wagons, when some 
mountaineers imprudently came down carry
ing their guns with them. The whole party 
was arrested as bushwhackers, although no 
overt act had been committed, and a number of 
them were unarmed and inoffensive persons. 
They were marched oft' to W'I11ia.msport and 
experienced a trying time before they were per
mitted to return to their homes. In fact Mr. 
Johnston never fully recovered from the huck 
and exposure to which he was subjected. In 
the evening of this day I went with Rev. 1\11'. 
Schultz to 'Vaynesboro', where we stayed over 
night, and called at the Reformed parsonage, 
where we learned that Rev. Mr. Krebs hall. 
kept his horse concealed three weeks ill the 
wash-house anll. the rebels tailed to find him. 
Almost every person had stories to tell of how 
they had tiucceeded in concealinghorse3 and oth
er valuables from therebels. Ou Monday, July 
13th, we footed it to Greencastle and thence to 
1\lercersburg. At this place we fouml the The
ological Heminary and other buildings filled 
with woundetl rebels who had been capturell 
by Captaiu ,Joneti and his bra\'e command of 
t.he First .New York Ca"alry from the large 
wagon train of wounded in charge of General 
Imboden. There wel'e about six hundred of 
these prisoners; among them were about a doz
en officers, including Col. Leaventhorpe, of the 
Eleventh Xorth Carolina regiment; Captains 
Chambers, 'Williams, Archer, Belts, &c. Col. 
Leaventhorpe, was[\ very intelligent and caudill 
man. He hatl been eight years with the Brit
ish army before becoming a resident of North 
Carolina. He said the southern leaders had nl) 
faith in Republican institutions, and as soon as 
their independenc<l was secured they would 
modify the form of the Confederate govern
ment, and introduce more of the monarchial 
and aristocratic elements into it. Many of the 
private soldiers among the Xorth Carolina and 
Georgia'prisoners denollUced the war as the 
wicked work of ambitions politiCians. They 
said they had been con cripted into the confed
erate service against their will, and hoped that 
the war would soon end. Such expression were 
very common among this class of prisoners 
both at Getty burg and Mercersburg. 

)Iercersburg, because of its proximity to thc 
border, had been frequently "isited b~' rebel 
soldiers during the war. Stuart's raiders on 
their way to Chamber~burg in Oct., 1 '2, a de
tachment of Jenkin's command under Colonel 
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Ferguson, on its way to McConnellsburg, in 
June, 1863, the brigade of General Stuart on 
its way to the same place a week afterward, 
the cavaJry command of Imboden a few days 
later, and finally :M:cNeill'8 gang some time 
about the battle of Gettysburg, successively 
visited this place. Some of these commands 
were under good discipline anu conducted 
themselves tolerably well, but the last to visit 
this place-"McNeill'8 Border Ruffiau Slave · 
Hunters"-were the most ill·beha,ed of any. 
This gang made it their especial business to 
hunt np poor colored persons and drag them 
South into slavery, and not content with carry
ing off coloreu refugees whO had escaped from 
the South during the war, they carried away a 
number of free colored persons, among whom 
were Samuel Brooks, Little Cotton and other 
noted characters. 

Rev. Mr. Keiffer relates the following occur
renee, which he copies from his diary written 
at the time, July 3d, 1863. "Two Union scouts 
came in from Hagerstown, who reported that 
General Hooker was sick and McClellan had 
taken command of the Union army 011 Tues
day morning, June 30th. Shortly after the ar
rival of these scouts three rebels dashed into 
Mercersburg in pursuit of Mr. Wolf. The two 
soldiers fired on them, killing private Alban 
and slightly woundin/( Lieut. William Cane, of 
the 12th Virginia cavalry, both of Captain Sha
ver's company. The Lieutenallt's horse was 
killed and he was captured. The other rebel 
made his escape." 

It was not until W edneStlay, July 15th, that 
we learned definitely at Mercersburg that Lee 
had escaped with his army [wross the Potomac. 
In the meantime we were hourly expecting to 
hear the roar of a decisive battle along that 
river, and were in hopes tltat he would be eith
er captured or so crippled as to virtually eud 
the war. Rut this was not to be for long and 
weary montlts yet, to come. 

The phenomena related by Mr. Curt ill 
the foregoing of hearing the €ound of the 
cannonading at Gettysburg iu Westmore
land county, not less than one hundred 
and forty miles from the scene of the con
flict, may seem incredible, but the fact 
rests not upon his unsupported evidence 
alone, but is attested by the following ad
ditional testimony. Rev. Dr. C. R. Vme, 
at present a resident of this place, relates 
the following, as well as gives the reasons 
whS the sound of the guns at Gettysburg 
was heard so far away, and so vpry indis
tinctly in this vaUey and other intermedi
ate places: 

CHAMBERSBURG, Aug. 19th, 1884. 
JACOB HOKE, ESQ., Dear Sir :-The facts re

ferred to in our late conversation, as I under
stood the matter at the time, are the following: 
The sound of the artillery at the battle of Get
tysburg, was heard on a mountain in the south
western part of'Vyoming county, a distance 
measured in a straight line of at least one hun
dred and twenty (120) miles. Supposing the 
alleged fact to be true, this was a very remark
able propagation of sound and requires, 

1st. A very favorable state of atmosphere 
for the propagation of sound. 

2nd. A favorable current of air, and 
3d. Perhaps there was a cloud so situated as 

to reflect the sound to the particular loca,lity 
where it was heard. 

Thanking you for your efforts to collect anti 
preserve information in regard to the war, I 
r emaiu Yours truly, 

C. R. LANE. 

That the phenomena referred to was not 
confined to the battle of Gettysburg, but 
occurred at other great battles, will appear 
in the following from Rev. Bishop J. J. 
Glossbrenner, a resident of Churchville, 
near Staunton, in the Valley of Virginia: 

CHURCHVILLE, V A., June 19th, 1884. 
MR. J. HOKE, Dear Sir :-In your note yon 

desire me to state in writing what I communi
cated to you verbally some time ago. That fact 
is as follows: During the great battles about 
Richmond, which is upwards of one hundred 
miles from h ere, w e distinctly heard the repo.rt 
of the cannonading. 

Respectfully yours, 
J. J. GLOSSBRENNElt. 

Hon. F. M. Kimmell, at present a resi
dent of this place, furnishes the following 
in relation to the sound of cannonading 
at the first Bull Run engagement. 

CHAlIlBERSBUIW. Sept. 12th, 1884. 
)lr. J. HOKE, Deal' Sir: On the 21st of 

J lily, 1861, I livecl at Somerset, Somerset co., 
Pa., being Sunday, distant from Cumberland, 
Mu., 37 miles by turnpike road. This latter place 
is 190 miles by rail from Baltimore, and as I 
now ullderstand the geography of the conntry 
190 would carry you from Cumberland to 
either'Vashington or Bull Run in Virginia. 
This would make a tlistance of some 230 miles 
by the roads from Somerset to the battle fielll, 
or as the bird flies, or as sounds carry-20U 
miles. Standing on a hill wlticlt overlooks the 
town, in company with others, we distinctly 
lteard the ;'thuds" of the cannon of the battle, 
not once only nor for a short time, but often 
and at intervals extellding over honrs. We, 
having previously leamed of the army having 
moved South, conjectured that a battle was 
being fought between the Federal anu Confed
erate forces, and we were on the tip toe of ex
pectation. ·When tlte news came we found our 
conjectnres fully verified, as to time and direc
tion. Somerset lies on the west of the main 
ridge of the Allegheny, 14 miles from the Sum
mit. The waters of the eastern slopes of the 
mountain at t.hat point are carried by Wills 
creek to the Potomac at Cumberlalld, and 
thence flow to Washington City, D. C. The 
clouds during the day were impending so far 
as we could see. 'Ve learned that this was 
the case along the river, and my theory was, 
whether right or wrong, that the clouds con
fined the sounds to the ,alley of the Potomac, 
and sent them to the mountains upwards, as 
through a funnel. Along the Alleghenies 
above Cumberland, the sounus were heard by 
multitudes. Our congregation near the Sum
mit adjourned the sermon to listen. 
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On the days of the Gettysburg fijl'hts I lived 
at Chambersburg, 25 miles from the contest, in 
which there was immense cannonading and 
never heard itat all. I don't remem bel' the con
dition of the clouds, and only remember the 
facts of the first fight, because the matter was 
the subject of discussion. 

I beard or read somewhere that the sOllnus of 
'Vaterloo were heard 200 miles away. 

F. 1\1. KIlIJMEI,L. 

Deeming the facts of this phenomena so 
well authenticated that they could not be 
questioned, and desiring to be informed of 
the reason of the same, I communicated 
them to the officers of the Smithsonian 
Institute at Washington, :C. C., and re
ceived the following replies. The first is 
from that eminent scientist Spencer F. 
Baird, and is as follows: 

'VASHINGTON, D. C., Sept. 6, 18S!. 
Dear Sir: The irregularities of sound 

transmission referred to in your letter of 
August 30, have been repeatedly observed, 
aml ma.y be thus explained: With a gen
tle winu, the current of air is of course 
considerably retarded near the surface of 
the earth by friction with its irregular out 
lines; and as we rise higher the speed is ordi
narily found to gradually increase for some 
hundreds of feet. The eftect of tbis partial 
retardation of the aerial current on the spheri
cal wave-fronts of sound, is to press forward 
their higher portions more than the lower por
tions-in the dil'ection in which the winel is mov
ing-and reversely to press back the upper 
portions of the wave-fronts more than their 
lower pOl"tiolls-in the opposite direction. It 
thus results that sound-rays moving with the 
wind teml to curve downward toward the 
earth" and sound-rays moving (Lgainst the 
wind, ' tenu to rise upward, aud at the dis.tance 
of a wile or so, to leave tlle observer 111 an 
acoustic "shadow"-the sounds passing at 
some distance above his llead. This has been 
verified by climbing to eminences, where a 
lost sound is completely recovered. Sound 
probably travels w; jm' against the wind as 
with it, but it is refracted upward b~yond ~he 
cars of the listener. (See the Slllltllsolllall 
I{eport for 1875, page 210.) 

This subject was well discussed by tllc late 
Pwf'. Henry-a copy of whose "Researches in 
Sound" is herewith mailed to your address. 
You will find special reference to the abnormal 
effects observed during connonading in battles, 
at pages 492, 493. See also pages 51.2, 513. . 

Under certain circumstances, an llltervemng 
obstable-as a hill-tends to deflect sound-rays 
upward to some distance over the adjacent 
valley; EO as to render the!ll qUite au~ible ~t a 
considerable distance. while wholly lllaudible 
through the middle distance. 

Yours very respectfully, 
SPENCER F. BAIRD, 

Mr. J. HOl{E, Secretary. 
Chambersburg, Pa. 

The reference made in the foregeing to 
Professor Henry's Re8earches in Sound 
rae as follows: 

"The SCience of acoustics in regard to tho 

phenomena of 'ound as exhibited in limited 

spaces, has been developed with signal success. 

The laws of its prodUction, propagation, reflec

tion and refraction have been determined with 

much precision, so that we are enabled in 

most cases to explain, predict, and control the 

phenomena exhibited under given conuitions. 

But in cases of loud sounds and those which 

are propagated to a great distance, such as are 

to be emllloyeu a fog-signals, considerable 

obscurity still exists. As an illustration of 

this I may mention the frequent occurrence of 

apparently abnormal phenomena. General 

Warren informs me that at the battle of Seven 

Pines. in June, 1862, near Rich~nd-General 

Johnston, of the Confederate army, was within 

three miles of tht> scene of action with a force 

intended to attack the flank of the Northern 

forces, and although listening attentively for 

the sound of the commencement of the engage

ment, the battle, which was a severe one, and 

lasting about three homs, ended without his 

having heard a single gun. (See Johnson's 

report. ) Another case of a similar kind oc

curred to General McClellan, at the battle of 

Gaines' Mills, June 27, 1862, also near Rich

mond. Although a sharp engagement was 

progessing within three or four miles for four 

or five honrs, the General and his staff were 

unaware of its occurrence, and when their at 

tention was called to some feeble sound they 

had no idea tlla.t it was anytlling more than a 

skirmish of little importance. (See Report of 
the Committee on the Uomluctof the \Var.) A 
third anu perllal)S still more remarkable in
stance is !!iven in a skirmish between a part of 
the Secon;I Corps under General 'Varren antI a 
force of the enern v. In this case the souml of 
the firing was hea'rd more distinctly at General 
1I[eade's heauquarters than it was at the head
quarters of the Second COrl)S itself, although 
the latter was l~llollt midway between the for
mer and thc point of contlict. Indeed, the 
sound appeared so near General Meade's camp 
that the ilDIJression was made that the enemy 
had gotten between it and Geueral Warren's •
command. In fact so many instances occurred 
of wrong impressions as to direction and .dis
tance derh'etl from the sound ofguns that Itttle 
relianDe came to lJe placetl on these indica
tions." 

By direction of Professor Baird the sub
ject was also referred to Mr. !'-. B. John
son Chief Clerk of the LIght House 
Bo~rd. who kindly favored me with the 
followin~: 

WASH! 'GTON, Sept. 10, 1884. 

Deal' Sil': I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of 6 Sep~., '8!, which 
came to hand by due course of mall. 

You state that during the battle of Gettys
burg, Rev. C. Cort and otbel's distinctly heard 
the sound of the cannonading in Westmoreland 
Co "restern Pennsylvania, in an air line 140 
mii~s almost west from the field of conflict, 
while during that battle, at Chambersburg, but 
24 miles west from Gettysburg, the sound of 
the guns was not heard, except indistinctly on 
the ontskirts of the tOWD. 
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You also state that Rev. Dr. Lane says that 
the sound of the cannonading at Gettysburg 
was heard in the southern part of Wyoming 
County, Pa., a distance of over 120 miles north
east, in an air line. 

And you also say that at the instance of Pro
fessor Baird, of the Smithsonian Institution, 
you ask my opinion as to the cause of this 
phenomenon. 

In reply, I beg leave to say that this phe
nomenon has received the attention of scien
tists for many years. 

Dr. Derham, of England, writing in Latin 
to the British Philosophical Society in 1708, 
seemed to consider it as caused by variations 
in temper~ture, moisture and the direction of 
the wind. Baron von Humboldt, and after 
him Dr. Dove, Sir Johu Herschel and Dr. Rob
inson, held that aerial flocculence caused this 
phenomenon, a theory which was adopted and 
amplified by Prof. Tyndall. Prof. Joseph 
Henry, long the Director of the Smithsonian 
Institnta, has, however, presented a more 
satisfactory theory and has worked it out with 
great care by many experiments. He accept
cd as a good working hypothesis, the sugges
tions made by Professor Stokes, of Cambridge, 
England, founded upon those remarkable 
observations of the French Academician, De 
la Roche, which, roughly stated, is this: The 
several strata into which a current of air may 
be divided, do not move with the same veloci
ty. The lowest stratum is retarded by friction 
against the earth j the one immediately above, 
by friction against the lower j hence the veloc
ity increases from the ground upward, and 
when the direction of the sound is perpendicu
Jar to the bound 'wave, as when projected 
against the wind, it will be thrown upwarll 
ahead of the observer, ano. when it is projecte(l 
with the wind it will be thrown downwanl 
towanl the earth. 

P£ofessor Henry testell this theory by careful 
and often repeatell experiment ano. annoullce<1 
the results of fivc ditl"erent phenomena, with 
his idea of their cause. One of these forwuht• llescribes the case you cite in these words: 

.. The auclibility oj souncl at a distance and its 
inaudibility nearer the source oj sound." The 
cause of this aberration in audibility, he for
mulates thus: "Sound moving with the wind i~ 
"efmcted down toward the earth; while moviny 
against the wind it is "efracted ~lpwa1·d and pass
es over the lieacl oJthe obse1'1:er." 

You will see from my se\-eral pamphlets Oil 
this general subject. which I send you, that I 
have given this matter some attention, that I 
agree with Heury rather than Tyndall and 
that I have cited a number of instances which 
have occurred under my own observation sim
~Iar to those which you relate, though on a 
smaller scale-but that in each of these cases, 
the wind is blowing against, rather than with 
the sound. 

You ask me for a short statement of the rea
son of the phonomena you have related. In 
reilly I beg to say that I am of the opinion 
that the aberration in the audibility of the 
sonnd of the guns at Gettysburg was caused by 
the wind j that is the wind blowing against 
the sound wa,es tilted them up so that they 
first touched the earth near Chambersburg and 
then passed over it describing one or more 

curves from there to the hearers in \Vestmore
land county. 

It is not improbable that the length of the 
cord of the arc described by the sound wave 
was about the distance from Gettysburg to 
Cha,mbersburg, and that the sound was heanl 
at intervals of twenty-five or thirty miles from 
thence to the hearers in \Vestmoreland county 
and maybe beyond. It would be interesting to 
kuow if this was the case. 

An instance of this kind, though on a much 
smaller scale, is given on page 731 of my 
pamphlet-Anomalies in the Sound of Fog 
Signals-and the curve of the souml wave 
showing the area of inaudIbility in the obser
vations made near the \Vhite Head Light 
Station, 1I1aine, is indicated in a rude wood 
cnt on the next page. 

The battle of Gettysburg lasteo. about three 
days, i.f 1 remember it correctly j it is possible 
that the wind during that time changed, so 
that the same reasons whicb would have caus
ed the souud of the guns to be heard in West
moreland county in one day, might cause them 
to be heard in \'{yoming county on another. 

Guns were frequently heard at a great (list
ance from battle fields during the War of the 
Rebellion, while they were not heard by per
sons comparatively near, but in Lhe same 
o.irection. In one instance those near by did 
not hear the noise of the guns when they could 
see their flash. This is the first time I have 
had to consider this phenomenon when extend
ing over twenty-five miles. Within that 
distance, it seems to me, to be accounted for. 
·When, as in this instance, the dis1:tnce is five 
or six times greater, I speak with less confi
dence. Bnt I do not see that the queRtion of 
the distance changes the principle. 

Yours yery truly, 
AnNOLD B. JOHNSON, 

Mr. J. HOJUJ, U. U. 
Chambersbnrg,Pa. 

In the publications accompauying the 
foregoing letter, Mr. Johnson has special
ly called attention to several places which 
he has marked as bearing directly upon 
the phenomena under consideration. 
These I annex. The first quotation states 
Professor Henry's five phenomena of 
sound, as referred to by lVIr. Johnson: 

Professor Henry, in consiilering the results 
of General Duane's experiments, aud his own, 
some of which were malle in company with 
Sir Frederick Arron and Capt. \Vebb, H. B. 
M. Na,y, both of the British Light. House Es
tablishment, who were sent here to study and 
report on our fog signal system, formulated 
these abnormal phenomena. He saio. they 
consisted of: 

1. The audibility of a sound at a llistancH 
and its inaudibility nearer the source of sounu. 

3. The inaudibility of a sound at a given 
distance in one dire·ction, while a lesser ~ol1n(l 
is heard at the samc distance in another direr
tion. 

3. The andibilityat one time at a distance 
of several miles, while at another th" ~otlnu 
cannot be heard at more than a fifth of the 
same distance. 

4. While the sound is generally heard 
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~urther with the wind than against it, in some 
IDstances the reverse is the case 

5. The sud~en loss of a so;md in passing 
from one .localIty to another in the same viciui
ty,. the Illstance from the source of the soul1l1 
belllg the same. 

In illustration of the foregoing the fol
lowing is cited: 

There are. six steam fog whistles on the 
coast of l\1allle: these haye been freqnently 
heanl at a distance of twenty miles, and as 
freque~tly cannot be heard at the distance of 
two 1~lles, and this with no percelltable Ilitfcr
en,ce III .the st~te of the atmosphere. 
. The slg~al I~ otten heard at a great distance 
In one (lirectlOn, while in another it will be 
~~a.rc~ly andible .at the .distance of a mile. 
IIlls IS not the effect of 'wmll, as the signal i1; 
fr::qnently heanl much farther against the 
\\,In(~ than, :with it; for example, the whistle 
on C'L]~() ElIzabeth can always be distinctly 
hea!!l In Portlanll, a distance of nine mile1;, 
<!nl"lIlg a hcavy northeast snow storm the wind 
hlowinf{ a gale Ilirectly from Portla~d towar(l
the whistle. 

Aberrations of Audibility, or Fog Signals. 
A Jlarper reat1 before the Philosonhical SOCiety 
of Washing~0!l' Oct. 22, 1881, by Arnold I{. 
.Johnson, (hlCf Clerk of tbe Light Honse 
lloard. 

In illustration of hissouno-wave theory 
Profe~sor Henry states. the following. i 
copy) t from" Anomalies in the sou no of 
Fog 'Vhistles," by A. B. Johnson. 

It freqnently bappens on a vessel leaving a 
station that the sound (of the fog whistle) is 
suddenly lost at a point in its course and 
after remaining inaudible some time, is' beard 
again at a greater distance, and then is gradu
ally lost as the distance is further increased. 
This is attributed to the upward refraction of 
tbe sonnd-wa,e, which passes over the head of 
the observer, and continues an upward course 
until it nearly reaches tbe upper surface of tbe 
Current wino, when the refraction will be 
reversed, and the sound sent downward to tbe 
earth. Or tbe effect may be considered as due 
to :t s<?und-shadow produced by refraction, 
WblCh IS gradually closed in at a distance by 
the lateral spread of the sound-wave near the 
carth on either side, in a direction which is not 
affected by the upper refraction. Another ex
planation may be found in tbe probablc cir
cumstance of the lower sbeet of sound beams 
being actually refracted into a serpentine or 
undulating course. 

Upou this sound-wave theory, Mr. 
Johnson, in a paper read before the Philo
sophical SOCiety of Washington, said as 
follows: 

1>11'. Johnson stated that this ricochetting of 
sound, these intervals of audibility, ougbt to 
be recognized by the mariner, wbo sboul(l now 
understand tbat in sailing toward or from a 
fog signal in full blast, be might lose and pick 
up its sound several times though no apparent 

. object migbt intervene. Aud the mariner 
lIO\\, needed that science should deduce the 
law of thi~ ,ariation in audibility and bring 

out some instrument whicb should be to tbA 
ears what the mariner's compass is to the eyes 
and a~so that variations of this instrument yet 
to bll Inyentec1, be provided for and corrected 
as now are the variations of the mariner's 
compass. The speaker referre(1 to the benefit 
t~e mariner had (1erived from tbe promulga.
tI~n of Professor Henry's theory of the tilting 
of the soun~l-wave up or down by adverse 01' 
favorable wmos, and saitl that by tbis tbe sail
or batl been led to go aloft in tbe one case and 
to get as near as po si blc to tbe surface of the 
water in tbe other, when trying to pick ull the 
sonml of a fog signal. 

DeSiring to make the chapter on the 
burning of Chambersburg as complete as 
possible, I addressed letters to several Con
federate officers who participated iu that 
event, inviting them, if they desired to 
place upon record any statement relating'
thereto, to favor me with the same and 
have beeu favored with the folIo~ing.
'l'hese statements have beeu written ex
pressly for these reminiscences, and have 
never before beeu seen by the public. The 
first is from General J. A. Early who or
dered the ransom or burning of our town: 
YELLmr SULPH"C"R SPRINGS, VIRG[NIA, I 

September 4th, 188!. \ 
J. HOKE. Esq., Sir :-Having been from 

home since tbe 5th of August, your letter of 
the 6th of that month ditlnot reach me until It 
very few days ago, when it was forwarded to 
me from Lynchburg witb a number of others. 

As.you desire my statement in regartl to the 
burmng of Ch~mbersburg, Pennsylvania, un
der my orders In .July, 1864, I send you a COpy 
of my "Memoirs of the last year of the war" 
in which you will ~~d, on pages 66 to 70, ~y 
account of tbat afiall'. All I have to add is 
that, on my march from Lyncbburg in pursuit 
o.f Hlln~er, and do\~ the valley on the expedi
tIon agaInst WashIngton, I hatl seen the eYi
dences of the destruction wantonI v committed 
by his troops under his orders, including the 
burning of a number of private houses without 
provocation, among them being tbe family res
idence, at Lexington, of ex-Governor Letcher' 
also the Virginia Military Institue at tbe sam~ 
place, and a part of the to\= of Newtown iu 
Frederick county; and in addition there 'hall 
been a wholesale de truction of private proper
ty, including even the wearing apparel of la
dies and bed clothing, the beds in many cases 
being cut to pieces and the featbers scattered to 
the winds. In addition, there had been the de
struction of several towns in the South by Fed
eral troops, among them being the town of 
Darieu, in Georgia, in tbe year 1!S63. '''"hen, 
therefore, on my return from the expedition 
threatening 'Yashington, I found that Hunter, 
who had reached tbe lower valley on tbe Balti
more and Ohio railroad, after hi1; flight to tbe 
Kanawa Yalley, had been engaged in his accus
tomed work, and bad burned tbe valuable res
idences of several citizens of Jefferson county, 
1 determinec1 to demand compensation tberefor 
from some town in Pennsylvania, and in the 
event of failure to comply with my demand to 
retaliate by burning said town. The town of 
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Chambersbnrg was selected because it was the 
ouly one of any consequence accessible to my 
troops, and for no other reason. The houses 
mentioned with their contents, all of which 
were destroyed, were fully worth at least 100,
000 in gold, and I required $500,000 in Unite(l 
States currency in the alternative, for the rea
son that the said currency was rapidly depre
ciating, being then nearly three to one in gold, 
and I desired to secure the full equivalent of 
100,000 in gold. I will add that according to 

the laws of retaliation in war, I would have 
been fully justified in burning Chambersburg 
without giving the town a ('hance of redemp
tion. 

Compare the expedition of Bunter into Yil"
ginia in June, 1864, the campaign of Sherman 
in Georgia and South Carolina, of Banks in the 
trans-Mississippi, and Sheridan in the Valley 
of Virginia, with that of General Lee in Penn
sylvania, leaving out of consideration Beast, 
Butler's performances in New Orleans, ami 
then say whether the denunciations of those 
who applaucl the destroyer ofAtlanta, Georgia, 
and Columbia, South Carolina" and him who 
hoasted that, besides burning the town of Day
ton, he had so desolateel the valley as that a 
erow flying over it would have to carry its ra
tions, shonld have any terror for me? 

RespeetfnIIy , 
J. A. EARLY. 

Accompanying the foregOing letter was 
a pamphlet of 136 pages entitled "A lrfe
moir of the Last year of the lVar fOj' In
dependence in the Confederate States oj 
America, containing an account of the op
erations of his commands in the yem·8 
1864 and 1865, by Lieutenant-General Ju
bal A. Early of the Provisional Army of 
the Confederate States," from which I 
C)py entire the General's own account of 
the ,.Expedition in to Mm'yland and Penn
s'llvania and the Burning of Cl!ambers
b:trg :" 

On the 26th (July) we moved to Martins· 
barg, the cavalry going to the Potomac. The 
21th and 28th were employed iu destroying the 
ra.ilroad, it having been repaired since we 
passed over it at the beginning of the month. 
While at Martinsburg, it was ascertained, be
yond all doubt, that Hunter had been again iu
dulging in his favorite mode of warfare aud 
that, after his retnrn to the valley, while we 
were near Washington, among other outrages, 
the private residences of ~Ir. Andrew Hnnter, 
a member of the Virginia Senate, Mr. Alexan
der R. Boteler, an ex-member of the Confeder
ate Congress, as well as of the United States 
Congress, and Edmund 1. Lee, a distant rela
tive of Gp-neral Lee, all in Jefferson county, 
with their contents, had been burned by his or
ders, only time enough being given for the la.
dies to get out of the houses. A number of 
towns in the South, as well as private country 
houses, had been burned by the Federal troops 
and the accounts had been heralded forth in 
some of the Northern papers in terms of exul
tation, ancl gloated over by their readers, while 
they were received with apathy by others. I 
now come to the conclusion that we had stood 
this mode of warfare long enough, and that it 

was time to open the eyes of the people of the 
North to its enormity by an example in the 
way of retaliation. I did not select the cases 
mentioned, as having more merit or greater 
claims for retaliation than others, but because 
they had occurred within the limits of the 
country covered by my command, and werc 
brought more immediately to my attention. 

Tbe town of Chambersburg, in Pennsylva
nia, was selected as the one on which retalia
tion should be made, and McCausland was or
dered to proceed with his brigade and that of 
.Tohnson and a bat,tery of artillery to that 
place, and demand of the municipal authori
ties the sum of 100,000 in gold or ,500,000 in 
United States currency, as a compensation for 
the destruction of houses named and their con
tents; and, in default of payment, to lay the 
town in ashes, in retaliation for the·burning of 
those houses aBel others in Virginia. as well as 
for the towns which had been burned in other 
Routhern States. A written demand to that ef~ 
feet was sent to the municipal authorities, anel 
they were infurmeil. what would be the result 
of a failure or refusal to com])ly with it. I de
sired to give the people of Chambersburg au 
opportunity of saving their town by making 
compensation for part of the injury done, and 
hoped that the payment of such a snm wouhl 
have the desired effect, aud open the eyes of the 
people of other tOW1l8 at the North to the ne
('essity of urging upon their government thp 
adoption of a different l)olicy. l\IcCauslaucl 
was also directed to pl"Oceed from Chambers
burg towards Cumberland in Maryland, and 
levy coutributions in money upon that ami oth· 
er towns able to bear them, and if possible de
stroy the machinery at the coal pits near Cum
berland, and the machiue shops, depots and 
bri,lges on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad as 
far as practicable. 

On the 29th McCansland crossed the Poto
mac near Clear Spring, above \ViIliamsport, 
and I moved with Rodes' and Ramsenr's divi
sions and Vaughan's cavalry to the latter 
place, while Imboden demonstrated with his 
and Jackson's cavalry towards Harper's Ferry 
iu order to withdraw attention from ~fcCaus
land. Breckinridge remained at Martinsburg 
and continued the destruction of the railroad. 
Vaughan drove a force of cavalry from "\Vil
liamsport, and went into Hagerstown, where hp
captured and destroyed a train of cars loadecl 
with supplies. One of Rodes' brigades was 
crossed over at Williamsport and subsequently 
withdrawn. On the 30th, McCauslaud being 
well under way, I moved back to Martinsburg, 
and on the 31st the whole infantry force was 
move.l back to Bunker Hill, where we remaiu
ed on the 1st, 2nd and 3d of August. 

On the 4th, in order to enable ~IcCausland to 
retire from Pennsylvania and Maryland, and 
to keep Hunter, who had been reinforcetl by 
the 6th and 19th corps, and had been oscillat~ 
ing between Harper's Ferry and Monocacy 
Junction, in a state of nncerk"tinty, I again 
moved to the Potomac with the infantry and 
Vaughan's and Jackson's cavalry, while Imbo
den demonstrate(l towards Harper's Ferry. On 
the 5th Rodes' and Ramseur's divisions cross
ed at WilIia.msport and took position near St. 
James' College, and Vaughan's cavalry went 
into Hagerstown. Breckenridge, with his com
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mand, and Jackson'II cavalry crossed at hep
herdstown, and took position at Sharpsburg. 
This position is in full view from l\Iaryland 
Heights, and a cavalry force was sent by the 
enemy to reconnoitre which, after skirmishing 
with .Jackson's cavalry, was driven off by the 
sharpshooters of Gordon's division. On the 
6th, the whole force re-crossed the Potomac at 
"Williamsport, and moved towards Martins
burg; and on the 7th he returned to Buuker 
Hill. 

On the ~Oth of July McCausland reached 
Chambersburg, and made the demancl as di
rected, reading to such of the authorities as 
presented themsel vcs, the paper sent by me. 
The demand was not complied with, the people 
stating that they were not afrai(l of having 
their town burned, ann that a Federal force 
was approaching. The policy pursued by our 
army on former occasions had been so leuient, 
that they did not suppose the threat was Ln 
earnest this time, and they hoped for speedy 
relief. MeCausland, however, proceeded to 
carry out his orders, and the greater ))art of the 
towu waR laid in ashes. He then moved in the 
(lirection of Cumberland, bllt on approaching 
t.hat town, he found it defended by a force un
tler Kelly too strong for him to atta(·k, and he 
withdrew towards H.ampshire county in Vir
ginia, and crossed the Potomac near the mouth 
of the South Branch, capturing the garrisou at 
that place and partially destroying the railroa(l 
hridge. He then invested the post on the rail
road at New Creek, bnt finding it too Rtrongl~' 
fortified to take by assault, he moyed to Moore
field, in Hardy connty, near which place he 
halted to rest aml recrnit his men and horses as 
the command was now considered safe from 
pursuit. Averill, however, had been pursuing 
from Chambersburg with a body of cavalry, 
and Johnson's brigade was surprised in camp, 
before d.ay, on the morning of the 7th of An
gust, aml routed by Averill's force. This re
snlted also in the rout of McCausland's bri
gade, and the los8 of arti1Jf'ry (4 pieces) and 
abont three hundred. prisouers from the whole 
com maud. The balance of the command made 
its way to l\fount Jackson in great disorder 
and much weakened. This affair had a very 
damaging effect upon my cayalry for the rest 
of the campaign. 

In order to give General Early the 
whole benefit of his own account of the 
outrages alleged to have been wantonly
committed by the command under Gener' 
11.1 Hunter, I quote also several foot notes 
in hi:; pamphlet detailing scenes witnessed 
in his pursuit of that force, and on bis 
march down the valley towards the Poto
mac. 

Hunter's delay in advancing from Staunton 
had been most remarkable, and can be account
ed for only by the fact, thatindulgenc~in pet~y 
acts of malignity and outrage upon private Clt
izens was more congenial to his nature than 
bold operations in the field. He had defeated 
Jones' small force at Piedmont about ten 
miles from Staunton, on the 5th, and united 
with Crook on the 8th, yet he did not arrive in 
front of Lynchburg until near night on the 17th. 
The route from Stll,unton to Lynchbnrg by 

which he moved, which was by Lexington, 
Buchanan, the Peaks of Otter, and Liberty, is 
about one hundred miles in distance. It is 
true l\fcCansland had delayed bis progress by 
keeping constantly in his front, and an energet
ic advancf' wonld h!we brushed away l\IcCanll
land's small force, and J~ynchburg, with all its 
manufacturing establishment.~ aml stores, 
would have fallen before assistance arrh'ell. 
A subsequent passage over tbe greater part of 
the same route showed how Hunter had been 
employed. (Pages 4~, 44.) 

The SCf'nes on Hunter's routl' from J,vnch
hurg had 1l8en trnly beartrending. H·onses 
had been bnrned, an<l helpless women au(l 
children left without shelter. The country had 
been stripped of provisions, and many families 
left without a morsel to eat. l!'urniture and 
l)edding had been cut to pieces, aud old men 
and womf'n and children, robbed of all the 
clothing they bad except that on their l)acks. 
Ladies' trunks had been rifled an(l their dress
es torn to pieces in mere wantonness. Even 
t,he negro girls had lost their little finery. \\' (' 
had renewed f'yi(lence of tbe out.rages commit
ted by Hnnter's orders in bnrning nn(l plun
(lering private house~. 'Vp saw tbe ruins of a 
number of honses to which the torch had been 
applied by his orders. At Lexington hf' had 
hurned the :Military Institute, with all its con
tents, including its library and scientific appa
ratus; and Washington College had bef'1l 
plundere<l and the statue of Washi ngton st~lell. 

The resiflence of ex-Governor J,etcher at that 
place hat! been burned hy orders, an.l bnt a 
few minutes given Mrs. Letcher amI hpr f~\llli
ly to leave the housf'. Tn the same county a 
most excellent ('hristian gentleman, a l\fr. 
Ureigh, had been hung beclLuse, on a. former 
occasion he had killed a straggling and ma
rauding lj'ederal soldier in the act of insulting 
and outragiug the ladies of the family. These 
ltre but some ot the outrages committed by 
.H nnter or his orders, and I will not insul t tht' 
memory of the ancient lJarbarians of tlle North 
lly calling them "actsofYalldalism." rftllf'sP 
oltl barbarians were savage aml crnel, thl'Y at 
least bad the manliuess an(l daring of rude 
soldiers, with occasional traits of magnanimity. 
Hunter's deeds were those of a malignant ami 
cowardly fanatic, who was better qualifie<l to 
make war upon helpless women and children 
thau Ullon armed soldiers. 'I'he time consum· 
ed in the perpetration of those clef'ds, was th(' 
salvation of Lynchburg, with its stores, foun
dries and factories, 'which were so necesS<'Lry to 
the army at Richmond. (Page ~8.) 

Again General Early says, on page 50: 
On this clay (July 2d) we passed through 

Newtown wnere several houses, including that 
of a. Metho<list minister, had been burned by 
Hunter's orders, because a part of Mosby's 
command had attacked a train of supplies for 
Sigel's force at this place. The original order 
was t.o burn the whole town, but the officer 
sent to execute it had revolted at the cruel 
mandate of his superior, and another had 
been sent who but partially executed it, 
after having forced the people to take 
an oath of allegia.nce to tbe 1Jnited tates 
to save their houses. ~fosby's battalion, 
though calle<l "guerillas" by the enemy, wa~ a 
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regular organization ill the Confederate army, 
and was merely serving on detached duty 
under General Lee's orders. The attack on tho 
train was an act of legitimate warfare, and the 
order to burn Newtown, and the burning of 
the houses mentioned, were most wanton, 
I'l'uel, nnjnstiJiable and cowardly. 

In a foot note on page;2 General Early 
disclaims all IesponsibiJity for the bumin,:! 
of the house of Postmaster General Blair, 
in the neighborhood of Washington while 
on his raid to that place. He says that he 
had nothing to do with that act, and is yet 
in ignorance as to how the burning occur
red, and if done by any of his men it was 
not by any orders, but in retali~tion for 
some wrong done them in the"\ alley of 
Virginia.

On page 67 he further says: "1 had 
otten seen delicate ladies wbo had been 
plundered, insulted and rendered desolate 
by the acts of our most atrocious enemies, 
and while thev did not call for it, yet iu 
the anguished expressions of their features 
while narrating their misfortunes, there 
was a mute appeal to every manly senti
ment of my bosom for retribution which I 
could no longer withstand." 

In a foot note to his account of tbe burn
ing of Chambereburg, on page 70, already 
given, General Early assumes the entire 
responsibility lor the destruction of our 
town in the following words: 

1<'01' this act I n,lolle am responsible, as 1111' 
ofricers engagell in it were simply executing 
my orders, aUll hatl no Iliscret!on lef~ them. 
:-<otwithstanding the lapse of tllne WhiCh has 
occnrred, and the l'esnlts of tIle war, I am per
fectly satisfied with my conduct on this occa
sion, and see no reason to regret it. 

From General Early's statements the 
following facts are estahlished: 

1. Tbat by General Hunter's onler!:! or 
permission, gre:..t devastation ot private 
property was wrought in the Valley of 
Virginia. His account is substantially 
the same as General Imboden's in Annals 
of the War, although not so extensive and 
full. General Imboden's account eovers 
fifteen pages of tbat book. 

2. The opinion beld by some that oue 
of tbe reasons, if not the principal one, 
why Cbambersburg was destroyed, was 
because John Browll had madeithis head
quarters prior to ilis raid upon Harper's 
Ferry, is entirely disproved. General 
Early declares empbatically that Cham
bersburg was selected for retaliation 
because it was "the only town ofany conse
quence accessible to my (bis) troops, and 
(or no other reason. " 
. 3. 'fhe question as to what Confederate 
force drove Cole's l\faryland Cavalry from 
Williamsport to Hagerstown on Friday, 
July 2!Hh, aud subsequently on the same 
day entered that place, dispersing those 

men and burning the caril loaded with 
government stores, is solved. It was a 
force of cavalry under General Vaughan. 

4. The occasion of the frigb t of ou r peo
ple on Black Friday, August 5th, as pre
viously stated, when it was reported that 
tbe Confederates were again returning to 
complete the destruction of our town, was 
the approach ofVaughan's cavalry, whicb 
on that day recrossed the Potomac and en
tered Hagerstown. It will thus be seen 
that the fears of our people were not en
tirely groundless.

5. In the presence of Uodes' and 
Ramseur's divisions of infantry at Wil
liamsport, Vaughan's cavalry in Hagers
town, and Imboden and Jackson threaten
ing to cross tbe Potomac at Harper's 
Ferry, on Friday, July 29th, and all 
threatening . Averill from the Soutb, the 
reason for his moving eastwardly from 
Greencastle to Greenwood before turning 
his column towards this place on the 
morning of the 30th, wben our town was 
burned, will appear. He was evideutly 
afraid of being caught between tho~e 
forces and McCausland's. 

G. 'fhe demoralization of McCausland's 
cavalry and their almost utter wortbless
!less for the balance of the war, after their 
defeat and rout at Moorfield on August 
7th, as admitteu by General Early, is an
other evidence of the demoralizing effect 
of permitting soldiers to pillage and plun
der while in the enemy's country. The 
condition of General Hunter's command, 
after its plundering and burning expedi
tion up the Valley of Virginia is another 
illustration of the same fact. 

7. General Early states the whole lo~" 
in prisoners from McCausland's command 
by the affair at l\Ioorfield Valley, as three 
hundred. Another Confederate, wbo par
ticipated in the affair, and whose account 
will follow, says: "About five hundl'ed of 
our brigade were eaptw·ed." The hrigade 
referred to was General Bradley T. John
son's, and no reference is made to the loss 
sustained by McCansland's own brigade. 
Mr. Slingluff-whose statement is to 
follow-may mean that the whole loss 
in prisoners in the entire command 
was five hundred. At all events the dif
ference in the two statements shows that 
General Earlyerrs in this case, and if 
wrong in this instance, is it not fair to 
suppose that he is also wrong in other 
statements touching the number of his 
forces. In no otber way can we account 
for some of the statements given ill his 
pamphlet; notably bis estimate of the 
force he led in his raid through Maryland 
to the National Capital, which he gives as 
only about eight thousand. 

For the following paper relating to the 
burning of Chambersburg, I am indebted 
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to Mr. Ephraim. !;lite.shew, of this place,
who, at my solICItation, prevailed upon 
the gentleman, whose name it bears, to 
furnish it for these reminiscences. It was 
written by F. A. SIingluff, Esq., an At
torney residing in the city of Ballimore. 
Mr. Slingiuff was present at the destruc
tion of our town, and took some part in 
that event, and now preseuts au account 
thereof from the standpoint of a Confed
erate soldier. His statement will be read 
with interest by our people: 

BALTIMORE, AUGUST 1ST, 18M. 
j~l'HRAIM HITESIIEW, ESIl-, CllA)UrERS

IWRG, PA., Ny Dew' Sil' :-1 have re0eived the 
papers, sent me by you, containing Mr. Hoke's 
reminiscences of the burning of Cbambers
burg:, and bave C:1l'efulJy read them. At yonI' 
request Lwill gi n l you Illy recollection of tbe 
eveuts which immediately preccded and follow
()(I that occurrence. 

Lwrite from the standpoint of tbe private 
soldier, lJaving had no knowledge of the rea
sons which dictated ofti.cial orders at the time 
nor had my associates. ·We simply obeyed or~ 
del'S. 

I do not pretend to gi \·c dates, distances, 
lIames of places, of persollS, or localities with 
precision. Twenty years is a long SP:1~ ill a 
III:tU'S life, and as I passel I through lIIany stirr
ill!; eyeuts during thc war, this 0111' did lIOt 
make as great all im]Jressioll "11011 Ille as it dill 
lljlOU those who immediately sll1ierc,[ from it. 

1 believu tlJollgb, that thaL twen ty years has 
so ullrued and telllpered the excitement of ear
ly mauhood, aud mollified the ]Jassions allli re
sentments of war, that I call write ualmly alltl 
without bias on the suujcct. At least sitch will 
be my ondeavor. At the same time I shallullt 
hesitate to speak fraukly alld freely froUl III v 
stanilpoiut. To do less woultl wnder yalules's 
for the purposes of iru11drtial history, anythillg
which 1 might say. 

1\[1'. Hoke's articles artl as tcmperatc as possi
ble from one whose house was burned b'y au cu
emy, and as he thinks without ju ·titicatioll. 
It is true he calls us villains occasionally, au\! 
says we seemeil accustomed to the busincs~ 
from the expert way in which we proceedell to 
t,he task. 1 will not quarrel with him for this, 
but I tbink it proper to take a look at these vil
lains to see who they were then, and what tbey 
are now. I was a young man not yet arrived 
at matnrity. I had just left college, wben I 
joineil the confederate army. 'Ybl'n I march~ll 
for Chambersburg I belonged to the lbt ::IIary
land ca\-alry. This regiment was composed of 
the very first young men of our State. If They 
were nOt guided by the strongest instincts of 
principle in going into the southern army, and 
staying there, they wertl certaillly a very pecu
liar set of young men, for there was anything 
but pleasure anil comfort in our Ih-e~. 'Ve 
were generally hungry, slept often, winter and 
summer, in the open air on the ground, got no 
pay tbat we could buy anything. with, wen' 
scantily clad, and were apt to be kllI~d, sooner 
or later, in hattIe. IbeliPYe the unbIased man 
must say this was patriotism, although be can 
if be wishes, reconcile his conscience by calling 
it "misguillell patriotism." And you may be 

surprised to know that these young "dllaill~" 
have generally deYlJ10ped into good citizeu~, 
and successful mell. (;0 ,,'here you choo~e 
through our Htate, and you will find them re
spected and at the head of the communities ill 
wbich they liye. In bu ·iness I can name you 
a dozen of the leading houses in tbis city whose 
members were with Johnsop. and :UcCauslan(l, 
when your city was burned. The bar through
out the State is full of them, and they artl iu 
many cases among the leaders of their circuits. 
'L'bey are doctors iu good standing in their pro
fession and many of the most thrifty farmers 
in this State, whose filW farms attest tbeir Ile
votiou to duty and to home, especially in such 
cOllnties as Howard and ::Ifontgomery, were 
also present on tbat occasion. 

fn addition to our regiment, there were five 
or six others in the l>l'igade, most of them from 

outhwest Yirginia, and tlJe yalley ofVirginia. 
The men who composed these regiments wen' 
the substanti:t1 citizeusof their respective COUIl
ties, and woul<l compare fayorably with the 
like numlJet· of mell selected from anyagricul
tural commnnity in our country. 

)row you would like to know if the mell 
whom I hlwe described justified the burning 
of your town, in their individuaL capacity, ir
respective of the orders from headquarters, UIl
del' which they acted. 1 must say to you frank
ly that they llid, and J ne\'er heard.olledisbent
ing voice. And why «lid we justify so harsh:L 
measurc '! HilUply becallso wc had. long COllI' 
to the cOllulusion 1 hat it was time for us to bul'll 
sometbing in tLw cllelllY's country. l!'lIl' thl' 
campaign of the preceding year, when our 
whole arwy had passed through YOllr riclicbt 
sectJon of I'olllltry, where the peaceful homes 
and fruitful neWs only llIade the coutrast Wilh 
what be ball left the morc signifiC<tnt, many ;L 

luau, whose homc was iu ruins, chafed ullller 
fbe orilers frolll General Ll'c, which forbad.. 
him to touch thcm, but the orders wtlre obeyed 
and we left the homBs and fields as we found 
them, the ordinary wear ami tear of [tn arwy 
of occupation alone excepted. 'Vo had so ut~ 
ten before our eyes the reverse of tbis wherco,'
cr yo Ill' army swe])t tbrough Virginia, that wc 
were tboroughly conyincCII of the justicI' of a 
stern retaliation. 

It is no pleasure to 1lI0 to han, to recall th .. 
scenes of those d:\ys, nor do I do so in allY spiri t 
of YindictiYeuess, but Lsimply tell the truth ill 
justitication of an act which Mr. Hoke claim,; 
was without justification. "Te bad followed 
Kilpatrick .(1 think it was) in his raid ilirongh 
.Madbon, Greene and other counties, anil hall 
seen tbe cattle ShOT, or hamstrung in the lJaru
yards, the agricultural implemt'IlLS ,burnetl, th. 
feather bed~ and e10thing of the W1lmen an.i 
childreu cut in shreds iu mere wantonne ~ ; 
farm house after farm house ~trippetl of every 
particle of ]))·o\'isions, priyaw carriages cut amI 
broken up, and WOllien in tears lamenting all 
this. I do not put down htlre anytbing that 1 
did not see my,elf. "'e hall seen a lhollsand 
ruined homes III Clark, Jefferson and FrcJer
ick counlies-barns and houses burned anll 
pri\'ate propprty clestrOYOll-but we hall no 
knowledge that this was done by "otlicial 01'
tlel·d." At last when the official order came 
openly from General Runrer, and the bnrniu£r 
was done thereunder, anti when our orders of 
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retaliation came. they met with the approba
tion, as I have said, of every man who crossed 
the l'otoillac to execute them. 

Of course we t.ad nothing personal against 
your pretty little town. It just so happened 
that it was the nearest and most accessible 
place of importance for us to get to. It was 
the unfortunate victim of circumstances. Had 
it been further oft· and somP. other town nearer, 
that other town would have gone, and Cham
bersburg would have been saved. 

And now baving given you the feelings amI 
motives which actuated us, permit me to gh·e 
my views of how your people felt about the af
fair. I must be frank enough to say that I 
think the reason the tribute demanded of you 
was not paid, was because your people had no 
idea that the rebels would carry out their threat 
to burn; nor was this confidence shaken until 
the smoke and flames began to ascend. I know 
that this is directly in the teeth of Hoke's 
triblltc to the patriotism of his fellow-towns
men, that sooner than pay money to the rebels, 
they saw their homes laid in ashes, but he is 
bimself a little illogical, for he gives greater 
condemnation to a cruel enemy for burning out 
a helpless people after they had shown to thelll 
that the banks had removed their deposits, and it 
was impossible for them to get- the money de
manded. Had your pcople believed that the town 
was actually in danger T think they could have 
raised enough money to havc avoided the catas
trophe. Why this confidence of security" It 
grew out of the position taken by your people 
duriag the war, that we were rebels, soon to be 
conquered, and that whatever cruelties were 
intlictell upon the homes of these rebels were 
in the nature of penaltie!! for rebellious conduct 
"'\Ill that such like acts would llever dare to be 
",ttempted against loyal mou. It was further 
strengthened lJy the fact, that wheu tiJe whole 
rebel army was in your Stato, no atrocities 
were committOll. 1 saw this confidelJce, al
lUost aillounting to contempt, ou our mareiJ to 
your tOWIJ, aDll iu the town itself, when the ne· 
gotiationti, preliminn.ry to the fire, were in pro
gress. I happened with a comrade or two, to 
get behind the command on the march to the 
town, and iu passing through a village of some 
size (1 think it was ~Iercersburg,) the knots of 
m6n on the corners poked fun at our appear
ance, and jeered us, and never seemed to cou
tiider that the men upon whom they cxpended 
their fun hMi pistols ami sabres in their belt~, 
and might use them. The strange part of the 
matter to us was too see able-bodied young men 
out of the service-a sight ne{"er seen in the 
South during the war. In Chambersburg it
self, it seemed impossible to con vince your peo
ple that we were in earnest. They treated itasa 
joke, or thought it was a mere threat to get 
money, and showed their sense of security and 
and incredulity in every act·. When the two 
brigades of Confederate cavalry marched into 
your town, the order <:arne for certain regi
ments and portion of regiments to enter and 
burn it. Our regiment, as a whole, according 
to the best of my recollection, was not sent in 
but there were several detachments from it, on 
different kinds of duty sent there, and 1 was 
with one of them. It was afterward a source 
of congratulation to our men that they had not 
been detailed for the purpose, for although they 

regarded it as a l)roper measure of retaliatiolJ, 
they did not seek the uupleasn.nt task. The 
men who actually applied the torch may be 
classed in three divisions: First,those whose:owu 
homes had been ravaged, or destroyed, or whose 
relations had suffered in that way. These meu 
were anxious for the work to begin, aud the 
spirit of revenge which actuated them made 
them apparently merciless. There were many 
such in the brigade. Second, the far larger 
portion who simply obeyed orders, as soldiers, 
and who saved what they could, and to whose 
humanity and liberal construction of the or
ders given them, no doubt yon must be thank
ful for the portion of the city that was saved. 
Thirdly, the men to be found in all 
armies who looked upon the occasion as 
an opportunty to plunder and who re
joiced in wanton destruction. This last 
element was, 1 am glad to say, small, but 1 
hn.ve no doubt to those who unfortunately came 
in contact with them, they were but types of 
the whole command. 

As I had never seen tiJe town before, and dil 
not know the names of your streets, 1 can give 
you no detailed account of the burning. After 
it began it was quickly done. Men plead to 
have their own houses 8aved, but the women 
acted in a much calmer manner, after they un
derstood the thing was inevitable, and in somc 
cases excitellour admiration by tiJeir courage 
aud defiance. I saw a nlllnlJer of houses fircd, 

. but 1 8aw no abuse of the citizens. ThrougiJ 
the scenes of terror which your people passed I 
have read ~rr. Hoke's annals in vain to find 
mention of an unarmed citizen injured, or a 
women insulted. Some of the meu became in
flamed with liquor, but I believe tiJey were 
few. The most usual lIJl'tho<l of burning was 
to lJreak the furniture into splinters; pile ill 
t he middle of the IIoor ",nd then fire it. This 
was done in the beginning but as the tire bo
(;alUe general, it was not necessary, as ono 
house set tire to the other. ~Iost of the houses 
were yacant when fired, t.he oceupants ha,ing 
tied. When the command was given to retire 
it was quickly done. One little incident which 
happened after we left the town will illustrate 
all I have said about the feeling which actuated 
many of our soldierH. I think it was two or 
three miles from the town (it may have been 
more, or less) some of us halted for a few min
utes to get a drink and perhaps something to 
eat. A brick farm house, with a porch, was 
located on the road, with a pump to the side of 
it. Not far oft' was what we called a Pennsyl
,ania "Dutch barn," larger than the house. 
It was full of the recently gatiJered harvest, 
and bore all the evidences of a plentiful yield 
to a good fanner. I hitched my horse to the 
lightning rod on tae side of the barn next to 
the house, and was just returning to get him 
when some one cried "fire." In an instant the 
barn was in flames. I had hardly time to un· 
hitch my horse. Some of our party demanded 
in angry tones of two trQopers who came from 
the barn, and mounted their horses, what they 
meant by such uncalled for vandalism. The 
reply was, "Why, damn it, they burnt our 
barn," and on they rode. 

But I am making this letter longer tiJan nec
essary, and must hurry on. 

One wonI about what happened after 

http:uupleasn.nt
http:preliminn.ry
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our retreat. Mr. Hoke seems to think that the 
fear of Averill was uppermost in our minds. 
This is a mistake. 'Vhatever may have beeu 
the motives that actuated the commanding 
officers, the men did not fear him at all. They 
had. perfect confidence that they could whip 
him whenever he thought proper to give us 
the 0ppOl·tuuity, aud any soldier will tell you 
that a feeling like that means victory. At oue 
little town we stopped to feell our horses and 
rest. His columns were in sight but no attack 
was made. As we passed through Haucock 
his advance fired into our rear guard amI ma<l~ 
;~ little dash at u. I saw in this little fight 
Harry Gilmor, who was the last man to leav~ 
the town, struck, and severely stung by a spent 
ball, which made him whistle with pain. 'Ve 
also heard Oil the retreat that some of our men 
had been left in Chambersburg drunk, and had 
been thrown in the flames by the citizens, and 
lmrned to death. This was camp gossip with 
us, but I never heard it verified. \Ve crossed 
the ]>otomae with some little opposition from 
an iron clad car in our front on the track of thc 
13. & O. l~. R., which was struck by a ball, fir
ed by the Baltimore Light Infantry anll imme
(liately left. We also had quite a severe little 
tight in the Blne JUdge mountains, near Colll 
tlpring, on the advance, in which several from 
our regiment were killed and woundcd, and ill 
which a body of your cavalry showed great 
spirit andlletermination, bllt aside from this we 
had no fighting at all. I dislike again to destroy 
a thrilling episode in lIfr. Hoke's very clev
erly written annals, but the truth compels me 
to do so. He says when Avel'ill came Ull to 
us in thA lIIoorefield Valley, and C<tpturetl aml 
scatterell our command, that they charged us 
with the cry of "Remember Chambersburg," 
antI cut us dow11 without mcrcy. The fact is 
we were dOWll when hc chargell us. ] wiIJ 
gi ve YOIl the plain, prosaic facLs, of which 1 
was the unfortunate witness and yictim. 
,\ ftcr we recrossed the Potomac, we marched to 
the Moorefield Yalley to rest and recuperate, 
after a se\'ere campaign. There is no lovelier 
spot in all Virginia than this little mountain
locked valley, aml as it had escaped the llesola
tion of war it was the very spot for rest. Our 
regiment was camped nearest the river, and 
the co_mpany t.J which 1 belonged was nearest 
lhe river of all. 1\1y messmate ancl mYbelf had 
crossed tbe fence from the field in which the 
regimenL was camped, to make our bed in a soft 
green fence corner, so that I believe we were 
the nearest of tbe whole brigade to the enemy. 
We had been camped quietly for a day or two, 
when in the middle of the night the order came 
to "saddle up," We soon were ready for a re
ported advance of the enemy, but after waiting 
an hour or two with no further orders, the 
men gradnally got under their blankets, and 
went to sleep. Just at the break of day I felt 
a rude sbock, which I supposed came from the 
careless tread of a comrade, and I made an angry 
remonstrance. This was followed by a kick, 
which I thought came from a horse. I furiously 
threw the blanket from over my head and found 
a couple of Averill's men, with cocked pistols 
at my head one of whom said; "Get up you 
d-d Cha'mbersburg burning s--n of a 
b--." I got up at once, and at this moment 
had 1111'. Hoke been there he would have been 

delighted, for L mildly intimated that I had 
nothing to do with the burning of Chambers
burg and considerecl it altogether wicked antI 
unjustifiable. As soon as I colJected my 
thoughts I took in the situation at a glance. 1 
saw the blue black column of Averill, winding 
down the road and breaking off into the fields 
where our lllen slept. I saw them to my utter 
humiliation and disgust llashing in among our 
men anel waking them up from their sleep. 
Some of our command, who had heard the 
rush of the charge, succeeded in mounting their 
horses and escaping. "'ith such, some shot!' 
were eXChanged, but the greater part of our 
regiment was caught asleep and captured with
out firing a shot. A complete answer to the 
statement adopted by 1111'. Hoke, is, that not 
oue of my regiment (to the best of my recollec
tion) was killed or wounded, and as I have 
already stated, they wflre the nearest to the 
cnemy, anel received the tirst shock of the 
charge. Further on down the road, where tho 
shouts of combat had aroused the other portions 
of the brigade, and they had time to rally to 
some extent, there was fighting, and some of 
our men were killed, and I saw some of Aver
ill's wonnded bronght to the rear, but our rout 
was complete and irretrievabie, and thera.1!ies, 
as I afterwards heard, were without vigor on 
our part. As soon as the comrade with wholll 
I was sleeping (a coltsiu of miue, now in busi
ness ill this city) amI myself had givcn UI} our 
arms, the usual aud alUlost invariable compli
ments pa~sell 011 sueh occasions, took place. 
"1 want them boots," ~aill trooper No.1. I 
had just got them iu Hancock a day 01' so 
before, and as they were regular cavalry boots, 
and worth with us at least , 150 to 200 ill Con
federate money, it nearly broke my heart to 
part with them. Butthe oucasion was pressing 
and they were soon exchanged for a very sorry 
lookin,:r pair. lily hat, which was also a recent 
Maryland acquisition, with a martial black 
l}l ume, was appropriated by trooper No.2. Tho 
object with which he replaced it was a much 
l!reater insult to my dignity than the loss of my 
boots. 1\1y pockets were carefully investigated, 
but that l}art of the raid was a complete failure. 
I was not at all surprised at their attentions, 
for, as I have said abo\'e, the custom was a 
general; one, and I hacl myself paid the sam!l 
compliment to my gUflsts when the situation 
was reversed. And how was it that the burn. 
ers of Chambersburg were thus ignominiously 
routed, scattered and captured by a foe whom 
I have said, they despised. The answer is a 
simple one. It was through the carelessness of 
our commanding officer, and was inexcusable. 
It happened in this way, and 1 am again ill a 
position to gb-" the exact facts. When we 
camped in the little valley, a detail was called 
on for picket dnty. That duty fell to the lot of 
Lieut. J. G. Bonn, of my company. ~o truer 
man or more charming gentleman ever wore a 
sabre in our ca.valry, than he. After the war 
he settled in Macon, Georgia, became a pros
perous merchant, and died some years ago. 
He went out on the picket post with about ten 
men some two or three miles from our camp. 
This'was the only guard between Averill and 
our sleeping men, and it must be remembered 
that when this little band went on the outpost 
they were worn out with the fatigues of the 
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uearly incessant marching for the four or five 
preyious llays and nights. So wearied were 
the men that after their first night's duty 
Lieut. Bonn sent word back to camp and beg
ged to be relieved, stating that his men were 
absolutely unfit for duty. I take it for granted 
this message was sent to headquarters, but 
whether it was or not it was an unjustifiable 
piece of cruelty to keep those wearied men on 
duty. His appeal was unheelled. He told me 
after the surprise was oyer, that the men on 
the outpost actually went to sleep upon their 
horses, and that in addition to all this no pro
yision was made for their rations. While in 
this condition, just before the dawn of day, 
they heard the welcome sound of what they 
supposed was the relief picket coming from our 
camp, and soon they welcomed twenty or thir
ty troopers in gray in their midst. Their re
joicing was short-lived for, as their supposed 
friends surrounded them they quickly drew 
their revolvers and in an instant our men were 
prisoners. To run down the outpost of two 
men was the work of a moment, and then 
there was nothing between Averill and the 
men who burned Chambersburg but a few mo
ments of darkness and a eouple of miles of 
dusty road. These men in gray were what, in 
those days were known as "Jesse Scouts." 
They were familiar with the country-knew 
the little mountain roads anll had clothed 
thelllseh'es in the Confederate gray amI had 
managcll to slip iu between our llIain uOlly 
and the picket post allli theu playetl the ll<trL 
of the "relief," 

As we were capture<] we were gathered to
gether in :L circle, and soon poor Bonn with 
his pickets were urought in lookiug unhappy 
ami dejected. He felt keenly the res110nsibility 
of his position, but after his story was told no 
une eyer attached any blame to him. AbouL 
five lmndred of our brigade were captured anll 
taken to Calllp Chase, Ohio, where for eight long 
miserable, weary months we bewailpd the day 
tha.t Chambersburg was fonnded, builded ami 
uurned. One more little episode, in which I am 
MPPY to say, I agree with Mr. Hoke's state
ment, and I am done. \Vhen we arrived at 
Hancock, tribute was also laid 011 that little 
town, and it wa~ soon rumored in our regiment 
that, in default thereof, McCausland had de
termined to burn it. The spirit of indignatiou 
aroused uy this report was intense, and bad 
the threat been carried out there would ha\'e 
been a fight right then and there withont the 
participa.tion of the boys in blue. And now 
with thanks for your patience, I can only say 
in conclusion what I have said in the begin
ning, that this is not intended as anything but 
what an individual Confederate obsened and 
said, and that it has been written in the samp 
spirit in whicb you asked for it, and tbat is tbe 
spirit of kindness and good will. 

I am, very truly yours, 
FIELDER C. SLINGLUFl··. 

As the responsibility for the destruction 
of ChamberSburg is placed upon General 
Hunter, because of his alleged destructive 
policy in the Valley of Virginia, justice 
to him as well as to the high Confederate 
authority by whom these charges are 

made, demands a fair and impartial CO:1
sideration of the same. Tbat by his au
thority and permission considerable rle
struction of private property was wrough t, 
is not denied. The facts related by Gen
eral Early, and referred to by :Mr. Sling
luff, and more lengthilv and minutely set 
forth by General J. D. Imboden, in an 
article contributed by him to Annals of 
the War, page!! 169-183, under the cap
tion, "Fire, fjword and the IIaltel'," have 
been in part confirmed by Federal soldiers, 
who served under General Hunter and 
others who were cognizant of them. But 
while the fact of his retributive polioy is 
not denied, it is claimed that a sufficient 
justification for the same was furnished in 
the (ollowing considerations: In no part 
of tbe Soutb, perhaps, was tbohostility to 
the Union so bitter and malignant as in 
the Valley of Virginia. With but few ex
ceptions the entire male populati0n, capa
ble of bearing arms, were either in the 
Confederate army, or the secret emissaries 
of sucb as were thus engaged. 'fhe en
tire Valley was infested with guerrillas 
and bushwhackers who, during tbe day, 
assumed to be farmers and tradesmen, anll 
at night carried on the nefarious work or 
waylaying straggling Feder~1 wldiers and 
unprotected trains. l<'amilial' with every 
foot of ground in tile Valley, as well as 
with every mountain fastness, they stole 
npon their victims and then, under the 
cover of night, fled to places of safety. 
As one of the evidences of the facts stated 
I cite the following account of the massa
cre of six Pederal soldiers by guerrillas, 
published in one of tile papers of Martins
burg, West Virginia, iu its issue of July 
~3d, 1864, under the caption of "A .Fiend
ish Act." "Six Union soldiers were found 
strapped to a fence in the vicinity of 
Charlestown, baving tbeir throats cut 
from ear to ear. '!'be fiendish act is sup
posed to have been the work of resident 
rebels, who are farmers and tradesmen du
ring the day and guerrillas at night. Vir
ginia swarms with men of this class, who 
have, e\'er ~i lice tile Cllll1lllCI1Cement of the 
war, pllrdued a course of tbis kind, .and 
who have committed deeds bO fiendish in 
their ebar.acter as to put to blush the dark~ 
est and bloodiest deeds of our Indian sav
ages. It is bait! that General Hunter is as 
mad as -- about tbis barbarous deed, and 
bas arresterl some sixty residents of the 
neighborhood in which these unfortunate 
men were found, and a,re now held in or
der, if possi ble, to ferret out the guilty 
parties and bring tbem to justice." 
It is also said that in addition to finding 

the form of a hand-bill in a printing es
tablishment in Lexington, Vindnia, urg
ing the bushwhackiLg of Federal soldiers, 
and bearing Governor Letcher's signature, 
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clearly proving him to be the author of it, 
the house of this man was occupied iJy a 
squau of rebel sharpshooters, who fired 
from it and killed a number of General 
Hunter's men. It is tbe boast ofour South
ern friends that Gen. Lee conducted his 
campaign in Pennsylvania upon humane 
principles, and that no wanton de!>truc
tion of property was made by his men. 
'l'his is admitted; but, on the other hand, 
there was no bushwhlicking his men, nor 
110 depredations committeu upon his 
trains. Suppose he bad found six of his 
soldiers massacred so inhumanly by citi
liens as were the six men of General Hun
ter's command near Charlestown, or the 
houses of our people used for sharpshoot
ers, before whose concealed aim numbers 
ot his men had fallen, as was Governor 
Letcher's, would he not have pursued a 
(lifferent policy, and would not the laws of 
war and the sentiment of the civilized 
world have justified him in so doing i' 
'rhat a retributive policy would have been 
adopted and severe retaliation visited 
upon our people,isclear from a paragraph 
in General Order No. ,19, found upon page 
.jl of these reminiscences, and issued by 
Lieut. General Ewell, while in Chambers
burg. That paragraph isas follows: "Citi
If.ens of the CO'lnty through which the 
army may pass, who are not in the mili
larH service, are admonished to abstain 
from all acts of hostility, upon a p enalt,lJ 
of being dealt with in a summary man
jim'." 'rhe contrast then is not between the 
conduct of the army of General Lee in 
Pennsylvania and that of General Hunter 
in the Valley of Virginia, but between 
the conduct of the people in Pennsylvanm 
and their treatment of the Confederate 
army, and the cond~lctof the people in the 
Valley and their treatment of the Federal 
army.

The policy of the commanuer of the 
Union armies operating in the Shenan
doah Valley, had been humane and len
ient, notwithstanding the bitterness and 
bushwhacking propensities of the people, 
but when General Hunter succeeded, he 
found the condition as stated, and adopted 
a different policy. From the time he 
assumed command in that department he 
gave evidence that he had decided convic
tions as to how to deal with such inveter
ate haters of the Union. He was convinc
ed that the mild and lenient course pur
sued by his predecessors had only increas
ed their bitterness, and emboldened them 
in their unwarranted methods of bush
whackin~ and murder; and lie adopted 
the retaliatory policy which. caused the.m 
to howl at and denounce hIm: In thIS, 
whether right or wrong, the. Clrcumstan
ces surrounding him must deClde. H~ was, 
as in some other thing'l, somewhat 1D ad

vance of public sentiment and the senti
ment and conduct of other commanders, 
not only in his own, but in other 
departments, for at a later pedod Sheridan 
adopted a similar policy in the same local
ity, and Rherman in his march from 
Atlanta to the sea and subsequently 
through South Carolina. 
Admittin~ the fact that General Hunter 

did order or permit the destruction of 
Il\rge amounts of private property in the 
Shenandoah Valley, the question as to tbe 
right to retaliate upon the town of Cham
bersburg depends entirely upon whether 
or not he had sufficient and justifiable 
reasons therefor. If he had sufficient 
reason, then the destruction of Chambers
burg was extra-judicial and wholly un
justifiable; if be had not a sufficient 
reason, then truth requires that the 
destruction of our town wa!; justifiable by 
the laws of war. In the absence of more 
precise and reliable information, I shall 
not. attempt to decide the question. 

The three following 'papers should bave 
come in sooner in this appendix, but as 
they were recei ved too late to be placed in 
their approprite places, and the subjects 
are of such importance that it is desirable 
that they be preserved, I give them place 
here. rrhe lirst is from Lieut. JamesPott, 
of Fulton county, and is as follows: 

l\f('CONNELLSRUJW, .I!'UI.TON Co., PA., I 
October 7, ll!&l. 5 

1IIR. JACOB .HOKE ;-I have read with milch 
interest YOllr "Heminiscence of the 'Var," as 
pnblished in ])UBLTC OPINION. 

In yonr chapter (No 3G) in the OPINION of 
4th instant, you advert to a second instance of 
":umed resistance to marauding parties of reb
1~ls (luring the invaSion," and you are evideut
Iy under the impression that the affairs at Stras
burg Pass and Keefer's Gap are the only in
stances, bllt 1 can give you another that occur
red in this vicinity not, perhaps, quite of the 
s~tme character, because it was not done direct
ly in defence of bidden stock, but squarely 
against a full brigUlle ot' I.,ee's invading army 
llnder Gen. Stuart, composed of cavalry, in
fantry aud artillery, as it Cr0886(1 the Cove 
mountain from :Mercersburg to McConnells
bmg. I haye lost the <late of this occurrencl', 
but it was a few days before Capt. Jones' bril
liant little fight allll "Victory, but little 
more tban a mile from the place where about 
forty of us attacked Stuart's whole brigade
a foolhardy uudertaking as everybody pro
nouncrd it. 

The case, as brielly stated as po ible, is thi : 
Tbere were at the time in this vicinity, a full 
regiment of Emergency men under Col. Zinn, 
if my memory is not at fault; the 12th Penn
sylvania cavalry under Col. Moss, and an in
dependent "Emergency" company from Hunt
ingc:lon, under Captain Wallace. 

Captain Wallace had left more than half his 
men for duty at Fort Lyttleton and Burnt Cab
ius and these, while scouting across the moun· 
tain toward Fannett burg,encountereda squad 
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of marauding rebels antI had a brush with 
them. one of the Unicn soldiers getting wound
ed. Captain Wallace with about 20 or 25 of his 
mf'n was at McConnellsburg at the time of the 
fracas 1 am relating. 

Col. Zinn's regiment was encampetl on top of 
the Cove mountain on both the Chambersbnrg 
and Mercersburg pikes, with a very strong nat
ural position. Col. 1\loss, with the 12th Penn
sylvania cavalry, strong, and of good material, 
was encamped in the valley, east of McCon
nellsburg. 

This was the situation when a scout bronght 
the word that Gen. Stuart, with his rebel bri
gade, was advancing by the Mercersburg pike. 
At once all was excitement. Captain Wallace 
prepared at once to go with his handfnll of men 
to join Col. Zinn on the top of the mountain, 
and I hurriedly gathered about 20 men, armea 
with muskets from the armory of the old ante
bellum volnnteer company, and with these T 
joined Capt. Wallace and we started for the top 
of the mountain. 

We supposed, of course, Col. 1\10S8 would 
take his fine regiment out to help dispute the 
passage with the rebels, but he looked up thp 
mountain aml then, amid the imprecations and 
cnrses of many of his men, he headed them to 
the west and got out of harms way as fast as 
possible. One of his m en, however, I~ient. Mc
Donald, swore he was not going to run away , 
and did rpmain. 

When Captain 'Wal1ape and myself, with our 
company, reached the foot of the mountain "" 
met Col. Zinn with his fnll regiment, bag ana 
baggage, coming pell-mel1 (lown the mountain. 
Captain Wallace haile(l the Colonel and begge(1 
him to turn back and resist the passage of the 
enemy. Col. Zinn refused a nd ordered his reg
iment onward on the retreat, amid many lusty 
curses from many of his men, although none 
of them cared to join Captain Wallace, who 
&'l.id he was determined to go and meet the en
emy, and so on we hastened, with Lieut. Mc
Donald acting as scont to inform us of th e 
whereallouts of the rebels. 

'Vhen onr scout first sa\v the enemy he was 
well down on the east side of the mountain , so 
that Col. Zinn hall plenty of time to have post
ed his men strongly, and if Col. Moss had come 
to his support, that Rebel Brigade would not 
have crossed that mountain that day, and not 
likely any subsequent day. 

After l)ressing on up the mountain, Captain 
\Vallace selected a place and posted his two 
score of men to resist 2,500 well organize(], well 
disciplined troops. Lieut. :McDonald kept us 
informed of the approach . At the proper time 
Captain 'Vallace was to give the signal by fir
ing his pistol. Some impetuous fellow prema
turely discharged his musket and partly spoil
ed our plan, and revealed our presence a little 
too soon. However, we ga,e them several 
rounds and did some execution. 

Immediately on the discharge of that prema
turegun, theJohnnies threwoutflanksers which 
came very near entrapping all of us, but we 
all escaped and not one of us was hurt, al
though volley after volley was rained in among 
us, but mostly over our heads. 

This attack delayed the invading column 
about three hours; and ifour forty or fifty men 
could check and retard twenty-five hundred 

for that space, what might not the two regi
ments, that ran away, have done if they bad 
made a determined stand in so naturally a 
strong pOSition as the summit of the Cove 
(North) mountain? If they had done so, 
there would be a page in the history of the late 
war recording the battle of .Yorth Mountain, 
among Lpe's invasions, as a twin to the battle 
of South :Mountain. The foregoing then is the 
thi1·a instance of armed resistance made by cit
izens to the invading forces-for half of thefe 
men with Captain Wallace were dtizens. 

In my escape from that "scrimmage," my 
course was away from my home, as the enemy 
had interposed himself in my path, and that 
nigbt I laid on top of the mountain. Npxt 
day in my efforts to get to McConnellsburg, I 
was "canght up" by a cavalry picket guard on 
top of the mountain, on the Chambersburg 
pike, and was held a prisoner. The sqnad was 
of the 1st Maryland, rebel regiment, :.tnd I must 
say, in candor, that they were gentlemen and 
treated me courteously. They never suspected 
me being one of the bushtohacker8 of the day 
beforf', else the treatment would baye been oth
enyise. Although my enforced sojourn with 
my n ew-found friends (!) was not wholly en
joyable, yet while sitting with them on the 
mounta,in top, looking down on the rebel bri
gade in and around McConnellsburg on the one 
hand, and into the Cumberland Yalley, occu
pied by Lee's army on the other, we twittecl 
each other on the prospect around us, and ]" 
was ('oIn1)elled to admit that I had ,iewed that 
scene oftim before under more anspicions cir
cumstances, and when]" said that, in two weekR 
time I would do so again, it raised a shout of 
derisive laughter from twenty·five rebel throats 
around me. :My prediction was correct, and 1 
had full faith in it when Imadeit. Icollidrelate 
many interesting incidents of my one day'~ 
captivity, but space will not permit, nor is it 
pertinent to this article. 

Respectfully YOurR, 
.TAlIIES POT'r. 

The following interesting statement of 
the capture of some of the citi~ens of Fay
etteville ha.~ been furnisbed by Rev. Mr. 
Detrich: 

H], ADQUARTERS ~. ,V. BRIGADE. ~ 
Iu tbe fi eld, Adams Co., Pa., 

July 3d, 1SU:\. 
Picl,ets aml Guards will pass J1e,·. \ V. R (-( . 

D etrich, .J. Foreman, Samuel Disert, Casper 
Black, J. H. llixler, J. N. Baxter, ,T. C. Brown, 
Henry Dome, G. ''if. Harmon, 'Villiam Hil
pert, Isaac Millhorn, P. Martin, William Dan
iels, Cyrus Bachman, John Crawford anll 
James Maloy, to their homes in Fayetteville, 
Pa. 

\\'. J. HULL, 
A . D. C. Offi. of the Day. 

The above is a true copy of a Pass which I 
have in my possession as a souvenir of the late 
war. I have it pastedon the inside of the righ t 
lid of my "Biblia Polyglotta," because of the 
sacred assoc~ations which cluster in and aronnd 
it. 'Vhat anxious hours, what watchings by 
the light of the silvery moon, what rackings of 
the brain, what hopes deferred, and fears in-
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tensified 'are called up by this paper, written 
twenty-~ne years ago, on the Battlefield of 
Gettvsburg I need not refer to in this pen 
sketch. I prefer to write of the humorous side 
now that the gates of Janus are closed, and 
"age-dimmed eyes are made dimmer by the 
gathering of tears." 

The main portion of the Confederate army, 
under General R. E. Lee, had passed Fayette
ville on the way to Gettysburg. On th(, morn
ing of July the 1st, General Imboden with his 
cavalry and mounted infantry passed through 
and encamped at Greenwood, near the base of 
the South Mountain. About noon of the same 
day a lone Confederate soldier rode into Fay
etteville and was passing through in the direc
tion of Chambersburg, when he was halted by 
a Citizen, and compelled to surrender, which 
he did by handing over a small pouch of letters. 
The courage of the citizen then failed him, and 
he allowed the soldier to return to his camp, 
near Greeuwood. The caoture of the letters 
was reported, and in a brhif time a detachment 
of cavalry under command of Capt. McNeil, of 
Virginia, rode into Fayetteville, arresting 
every man on the strpet. This is how we came 
to be arrested for "robbing the Confederate 
dispatches." We were picked up and hurried 
away piece-meal. I was arrested at my resi
dence, at the extreme end of Fayetteville, and 
marcheo. on foot through the whole length of 
the town-"a town of magnificent distances"
between two cavalrymen, who rode fiery 
steeds. From an upper window ]'.Iiss Lottie 
Greenawalt, now Mrs. Renfrew, called to me : 
"I will go and remain with Mrs. D. till you 
return." Those were happy words, and even 
now I can hear her speak them. At Green
wood we prisoners faced each other. \Ve were 
placed nnder the Grand Guard, commanded by 
Lieut. A. D. Woodly, of Augutita, Va., aud 
taken to the school house, iu Greenwood, for 
safe keeping. It was while in the school 
house that the wife of James Black, Esq., pre
pared us a nice supper, but which the hungry 
guard ate. We tendered her a vote of thanks, 
and, to this day, have not forgotten her kind
ness. The army of General Imboden was 
made up of cavalry and mounted infantry, 
with the exception of one company, which 
composed what was called by the soldiers, the 
"Grand Guard." 

As night approached there was an order to 
"rest on the guns." The cannon poiuted to
wards Chambersburg, Fear took possession of 
the prisoners-none of us had ever seen a bat
tle. \Ve resolved to remain together, and, if 
need be to die together. One prisoner whis
pered i~ my ear: "Pray for me." Auother 
one said: "I would give $500 if I were home. 
Do you think the battle will be before mid
night?" Besides ourselve~ there were seven 
of General Milroy's men, SIX negroes aud two 
Confederate soldiers under the Grand Guard. 
At ten o'clock there was an order to advance 
to the front. We were ordered from the scho?l 
house and pnt in line of marcb. To me thl~ 
was new business. Through the "narrows" 
we had to march single file in order to make 
room for the cavalry and artillery.. 'V~ would 
k" ck each other on the heels. It IS saHl that 
~any ye,'1,fS ago a :ilfajor in the Regula~ A·rmy 
was employed to drill a company of IDlhtm for 

an approaching "Battalion Para.Je." He had 
trouble in getting the men to un,lerstan,l the 
commaud: "Hight foot, LE'ft foot." On this 
command be conlll not enlighten them, when a 
new idea occurred to his minI!. He fatitened 
hay on the right foot anll straw 00 the left, and 
then gave the commanll: "Hay foot, 'traw 
foot." So I thought it 8houlo. have been with 

·ns, on that memorable night, when we march
ed through the "narrows." \V" marclleo. from 
Greenwood to "Corwell's Tavern," near Cash
town, in Adams couuty, only resting once. 
Many, indeed, were the humorous incidents 
that took place on the march, aud in the field. 
Time would fail me in even referring to them. 

"Te were cut off from all tbe world, except 
the great battle going on in our midst, and of 
this we knew but little. Througb ignorance of 
what waR going on, whether good or bad, onr 
life was greatly perplpxed, and we caught our
self repeating: "My kingdom for a daily news
p>Lper." For sixty hours we had nothing to 
eat, and yet we hungered more for news than 
for bread. One thought hall taken hold l1(1on 
our minds-we had "Libby on the brain." A 
defeat, a retreat, and "Libby," "only this and 
nothing more." I was chosen Ollt of the pa.rty 
to call on General Imboden and urge upon 
him a speedy release or a trial. Tile LieUTen
ant of the GlU1rd accompanied me to his head
qmnters which was under a chestnut tref', on 
the battie field. His r<'ception was not marked 
by any degree of cordiality.-:-it was .unflatter
ing and the outlook unpromltill1g. He thought 
hanging the best, thing for me. I thought not, 
as i was too heavy to hang, weighing at the 
time 225 pounds. It is not safe for a man of 
that weiaht to hang, and wben I so inrimated 
he had To ~mile. This inspired in me a desire 
for another iuterview, which re 'ulted di1l'er
ently. I was recei ved with great cordiality, 
and 01i"ered an immeuiate release. This I 
politely refused to accepT, unless tbe other 
prisoners be treated in like manner. I finally 
succeeded. The prisoner" "ere watching for 
my return at the headquarters of the Grand 
Guard and when they saw my lit up ('ounte
nance' they caught tile spirit of freedom and 
tears flowed from eyes unu~ed to weep. Up to 
tbis moment all had been vain conjecture and 
desperate uncertainty, and Piozzi has w'ell 
said: "Uncertaiuty is miserahle slavery." I 
wi~h to [('cord, at this point, that Lieut. A. D, 
Woodly acted towan18 US the part of a good sol
dier and a perfect gentleman. He was as 
bmve as the steel which bung- at hi~ shle. 

When I related to my com]1anions the suc
cess I met with, and that iu a few bours we 
should be on our homeward way, I was marlc 
to realize that joy nevt'r feasts so high as 
when the first course is of misery. Happier 
men I never saw, and-I was th" Ilappiesr of 
tbem all. In returning hom(' we got a little 
mixed \vitll Lee's retrearing army-we had 
cannon to the right of us, and we had cannon 
to the left of us-we bad cannou IJrec..ding us, 
and we had cannon following us, nevertheless, 

Boldly we walked, and well. 

\Ye could not keep up with the old mt'n of 
our party. Every man is a hook, if you know 
how to read him-uo one could read the falher ' 
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that afternoon, and no onl' pretended to read 
them. It is a beautiful sight to see old men, as 

saw them, cheerful, kiml and sunshiny
childhood itsPlfis scarcely more lovely. They 
ran, they llanced, they bang, they did the fun
niest things, and tired not. Foreman was 
alwacl, never minding the rheuma.tism of yes
terday. Black was never so erect as he walked 
along with a finu and elastie step. :Martin 
was never so fuuny as he "walked the moun
tAin up." Maloy, who haa followed us to 
Greenwood to protest our innocence, knew we 
would not be takf'n to "Libby " - he hltd areve
latinn we would reach home that day. Craw
ford's .ioy was pellsiv~. B'Lxter's solemn ~ein 
was relaxe,l, and he clapped his han'ls for JOy. 
Rupert's pain in his back was clean gone, but 
he was hungry an(l this annoyed him. Bixler 
han just left tile feet of Hahnemann, where he 
bad completed his studips in .Materia ~J[edica. 
H" was a handsome blonde with a delicate mus
tache twisted out to points. 'Vhen a "reb" 
charged Lim with having two mice in his 
mouth he mildly denied the charge. The 
"reb" said: "You can't deny it. I see their 
tails." The "rebs" enjoyed the ~ight of my 
store-pipe hat. They knew I was a clergyman, 
but they were no respecter of perdons. They 
fancied I was not delicate enough to be a par
son. lIIore than once tLey called out: "Hat, 
where are you takiugthat man." Others saio.: 
"Yank, come down out 0' that hat-you 
needn't say lain 't in it, I see yonr feet hang
ing out." In this Wl\y I might go on consum
ing time and paper. But suffice it to say that 
after ,t long aI\d weary fast we reached 
"Graefeuberg Springs," kept at that time by 
ex-Sheriff Benjamin Shrivel', of Adams county, 
who took us into a private apartment of his 
well ord~]'ed house and gave us apple-blitterecl 
brectd and dry beef. Hunger is a good cook, 
ami 110 sumptuous meal 6\'er tasted half so 
well. 

Of the battle I need not write. This has been 
done by other and abler penH, but to have been 
there and witnessed it was to hl\ve witnessed 
the grandest, the most sublime sight e,'er 
afi'orcled to mortal man. General Hnmphreys 
in his alldn>H", at the Meade Memorial Meeting, 
iu Phillulelphia, among other things, said: 
"The sights and sounds of a great battle aronse 
a feeling ofexult,ttion, compared to which tame 
imleed is the sense 01' the sublime excited by 
all other gn'at \I'ol'ks, either of God or man. 
No gramler sigbt was seen throughout the war 
than the great Battle of Gettysburg, between 
two br:~ve~,well-disciplined and ably command
ed armIes. 

On our safe arriYal in Fayetteville, on the 
afternoon of the 3d day of July, the citize~s 
turned out en masse and g,tve us a publIC 
reeeption. The memory of past favors IS like 
the rain1l0\\', bright, Yivid, beautifnl; but 
unlike the rainbow memory does not fade 
awav. Here I lay down my pen, but my 
tholights run on. 

Yours Fraternally, 

·W1I1. R. H. DEA-TRICH, 
To J. HOKE, Esq., Newport, Pa. 

Chambersburg, Pa. 

In the following paper Dr. H. R. Fetter
hoff th rows light upon the disputed ques
tion as to Gen . Averill's whereabouts dur
ing tbe night previous to the burning of 
Cbambersburg. Tbe doctor was resident 
te leg rapb operator at Greencastle at the 
time, and knows wbereof be speaks. 

BALTIMORE, MD., Oct. 17th,1884. 
JACOR HOKE, ESQ. , Dear Sir :-Your com

munication of the 15th inst. is to hand enclos
ing statements of Messrs. T. R. Baro. and ,V. 
A. Reid in regard to Gen. Averill's wherea
bouts and condition on the night prevIOUS to 
the burning of ChambersbUl'g and on the mor
ning of tne ensuing day, July 30tn, 1S6-i. You 
ask what information I can gi.ve as to the cor
rectness of the two seemin!!ly conflicting state
ments. In reply I would say th"Lt Mr. Bard's 
statement is very nearly correct in every par
ticular, a few items only differing somewhat as 
they occurred to me. . 

At the time these events transpIred I was 
telegraph operator at Greencastle aud had the 
meaus of knowing what was going on general
ly. In the evening of Friday, July 29th, 186-i, 
about 8 o'clock, General AvedU's command 
passed through Greencastle on their way from 
Hagerstown towards Cbambersburg and biv
ouck~d a short distance north of the town along 
the road leading to the latter place. If my mem
ory ben'es me right Gen. Averill reportcd Ius 
arrival to Gen. Couch at Chambersburg. At 
least I so reported it to ll.fr. W. B. Gilmorc, op
.;mtor at that place. The General sant three or 
four orrlerlies to my office and informeo. me of 
his whereabouts. Mr. D. C. Aughinbaugh, op
erator at Hagerstown, 1I1r. T. R. Bard, and I 
think ~everal other persons from tha.t place, 
were at the office in the evening and at inter
vals during the night. The scouts reported 
that the rebels had built camp· fires in the 
neighborhood of State Line, four miles South 
of Greencastle, and it was supposed that they 
had encamped there for the night. About mid
night, or perLaps a little later, Mr. Gilmore in
formed me that the telegraph lines west of 
Chambersburg on the Pittsburg turnpike had 
been cut, showing that the rebels after building 
the camp-fires at the State Line as a b1in(1 had 
moved in the direction of Upton and Bridge
port on lieneral Averill's right flank. I imme
<liately informed General Averill of this fact 
when he sent me a message thanking me for 
the information, and requesting me to keep him 
pNsted in regard to any information I might 
obtain. About 1 o'clock, A. M., July ;{Oth, 
General Couch sent an order to General Aver
il! direct.ing him to "JIore on to Chambersburg 
at once." I immediately sent this message 
with an orderly, but neyer heard from him 
again. In about a half hour General Couch 
repeated the mpssage in the Sltme words, and I 
sent another orderly with the message, but still 
no answer. The same order was repeated about 
every half hour uutil my orderlies were all 
gone and I had no one to carry the last mes
sage, when Mr. Bard came to the office and yol
untllered to deliver it. After searching for Gen
eral Averill and finding bim he delivered the 
message. I then learned that when I had sent 
General Averill the information that the rebels 
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were in his rear or on his fiank, he mo,'ed his 
bpadquarters from the rear of his line, wbere 
it hau heen, up into the linc without informing 
the orclerlies, or anyone else, consequently no 
one knew where to find him, and the messages 
bad not been uelivered and only rcacheu him 
near 4 o'clock, when :Ill'. Bard delivered them. 

The rebels entered Chambersburg about this 
time and Ur. Gilmore bid me "good bye," and 
left tbe office. Telegrapbic communications 
having been cut off, and not wisbingto be cap, 
tnred, General Averill's command took up 
their march for Chambersburg by ",ayof Green, 
wood and Fayetteville. Messrs. Bard and A. 
F. Schafhirt and myself-two in a buggy and 
one on horseback, interchangeably, started with 
a sqnad of cavalry-not belonging to Averill's 
command-with Lieut. Jones in command, and 
wellt by Quiucy and Fnnkstown to Greenwood, 
where we came in sight of General Averill's 
troops rnodng from that place towards Fay
etteville and Chambersburg. But before we 
reachecl Greenwood, we discovered the smoke 
ascending from the burning town. Not wish
ing to run into danger we left the cavalry es
cort at Greenwood and \Ycnt to Graefttmberg 
Springs Hotel, anu not being noble to obtain 
any information we went on to Gettysburg in 
tile afternoon, reaching that place in the e"en
ing, and there learned that Cbambersburg had 
been burned. On the followillg morning, SUll
day, we made an eMly start for home and 
fonnel the smouldering ruins of ttle town. Mr. 
Schafhirt and I went on to Greencastle that ev
ening, and Mr. Bard, I think, remained in 
Chambershnrg. 

General Averill's troops were very much fa
tigued when they reached Greencastle, but af
ter some hours rest would h;we been fully able 
to have gone on to Chambersburg as ordered by 
General Couch and saved the town had he in
formed us wbere to timi him when he moved 
his headqurters. 

Yours truly, 
H. R. FETTEI~HOFF, 1'1-1. D. 

Dr. Fetterhoff's account suggests the 
following: 

1. The statements of Mr. Bard and Mr. 
Reid are in the main both u tainffi by
the fact supplied by the doctor, that Gen
eral Averill moved his headquarsers 8ome
time that night without letting either his 
staff, his orderlies or anyone else know 
where to find him. Why the General was 
guilty of this grave ovel">'ight under such 
critical Circumstances, remains yet to be 
explained. Chamber burg owes its de
struction, in all probability, to this over
sight. 

2. General McCausland '8 command came 
direct through Clearspring, Mercer~bllrg, 
Bridgeport and St. Thomas to this place. 
It must have !.Jeen a detachment from 
General Vaughan's command at Hagers
town which lit their camp-fires at State 
Line and not from ~IcCausland's as the 
Doctor supposed. 

3. The squad of cavalry with which the 
Doctor, Mr. Bard and Mr. Scbafhirt pa':!ed 
on to Quincy, Funkstown and Greenwood 
on Saturday morning, were no doubt "owe 
of the stragglers from Cole's MarvIand 
Regiment, who were scattered trom- Ha
gerstown by Vaughan's force on Friday
afternoon. 

'With this number my Reminiscence 
close. I began these researches under the 
impression that I would be able to tell the 
reader all I knew, and could ascertain 
concerning the war, in ten or twelve arti
cles. They have extended to forty-one.
And instead of confining my~elf to a nar. 
ration of incidents in and about Cham
bersburg, as the title indicates, I have giv
en, in the main, a history of thl' 'Vr\r 
upou the whole Southern border, an(l res
cued from oblivion an immense amount of 
historic matter, which may be of interest 
to the generations yet to come. 
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