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Collection Summary
Title: A. A. Brill Papers
Span Dates: 1888-1994
Bulk Dates: (bulk 1908-1948)
ID No.: MSS51748
Creator: Brill, A. A. (Abraham Arden), 1874-1948
Extent: 3,600 items ; 24 containers plus 1 oversize ; 9.4 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Summary: Psychiatrist, author, lecturer, and translator of Sigmund Freud. Family papers, correspondence, speeches,
writings, organization records, photographs, and printed matter primarily documenting Brill's career and his role in the
psychoanalytic movement.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online catalog. They are
grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

People
Adler, Alfred, 1870-1937--Correspondence.
Bleuler, Eugen, 1857-1939--Correspondence.
Brill family.
Brill, A. A. (Abraham Arden), 1874-1948.
Brill, Kittie Rose. Kittie Rose Brill papers.
Freud, Anna, 1895-1982--Correspondence.
Freud, Sigmund, 1856-1939--Translations.
Jelliffe, Smith Ely, 1866-1945--Correspondence.
Jones, Ernest, 1879-1958--Correspondence.
Van Loon, Hendrik Willem, 1882-1944--Correspondence.

Organizations
New York Psychoanalytic Society.

Subjects
Psychoanalysis--United States--Societies, etc.
Psychoanalysis.

Places
China--History--Boxer Rebellion, 1899-1901.

Occupations
Authors.
Lecturers.
Psychiatrists.
Translators.

Administrative Information
Provenance

The papers of A. A. Brill, psychiatrist, writer, lecturer, and translator of Sigmund Freud's major works in the United States,
were given to the Library of Congress by his son, Edmund R. Brill, via the Sigmund Freud Archives. The Library received
the first installment of the papers in 1967, with several additions given from 1968 to 1987. Further additions were received
in 1997 from the estate of Edmund R. Brill and from Theodore and Lynn Reese. Supplemental material was purchased in
1999.
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Processing History

The papers of A. A. Brill were arranged and described in 1975, with various additions incorporated into the collection from
1978 to 1986. The collection was reprocessed in 2002 incorporating additional material received between 1987 and 1999.

Transfers

Items have been transferred from the Manuscript Division to other custodial divisions of the Library. Original drawings and
some photographs have been transferred to the Prints and Photographs Division. Sound recordings of lectures have been
transferred to the Motion Picture, Broadcasting, and Recorded Sound Division. Some books have been transferred to the
Rare Book and Special Collections Division, others to the Anglo-American Acquisitions Division. All transfers are
identified in these divisions as part of the A. A. Brill Papers.

Copyright Status

Copyright in the unpublished writings of A. A. Brill in these papers and in other collections of papers in the custody of the
Library of Congress has been dedicated to the public.

Access and Restrictions

The papers of A. A. Brill are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room prior to
visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, A. A. Brill Papers,
Sigmund Freud Collection, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1874, Oct. 12 Born, Kanczuga, Austria

1889 Immigrated to the United States

1901 Ph.B., New York University, New York, N.Y.

1903 M.D., College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

1903-1907 Assistant physician, New York State Hospital, Central Islip, Long Island, N.Y.

1907-1908 Studied with Pierre Marie in Paris, France, and Eugen Bleuler in Zurich, Switzerland
Met Sigmund Freud in Vienna, Austria, and obtained permission to translate his writings into

English

1908 Married Kittie Rose Owen (died 1963)
Entered private practice in New York, N.Y., the first psychoanalyst to practice in the United States

1908-1914 Clinical assistant, Department of Neurology and Psychiatry, Vanderbilt Clinic, New York, N.Y.

1909 Translated and published Sigmund Freud's Selected Papers on Hysteria and Other
Psychoneuroses. New York: Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease Publishing Co.

1911 Founder and first president, New York Psychoanalytic Society, New York, N.Y.
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1912 Published Psychoanalysis, Its Theories and Practical Application. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders
Co.

1919 Major, consultant psychiatrist, Medical Reserve Corps, United States Army

1921 Published Fundamental Conceptions of Psychoanalysis. New York: Harcourt, Brace.

1925-1934 President, New York Psychoanalytic Society, New York, N.Y.

1927 Appointed lecturer, College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

1943 Delivered the Thomas William Salmon Memorial Lectures, New York Academy of Medicine,
New York, N.Y.

1944 Published Freud's Contribution to Psychiatry. New York: W. W. Norton & Co.

1946 Published Lectures on Psychoanalytic Psychiatry. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc.

1948, Mar. 2 Died, New York, N.Y.

1949 Posthumous publication of Basic Principles of Psychoanalysis. New York: Doubleday

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Abraham Arden Brill (1874-1948) span the years 1888-1994, with the bulk of the material concentrated in
the period 1900-1948. The collection documents Brill's significant role in the introduction and establishment of the
psychoanalytic movement in the United States. The papers are organized in the following series: Family Papers,
Correspondence File, Speeches and Writings File, Miscellany, Edmund R. Brill Papers, and Oversize.

The Family Papers contain Brill's letters and postcards to his family, estate and financial records, military records, and
photographs. Many of the Brills's early family letters are in Esperanto. Also included are personal and professional papers
of Brill's wife, Kittie Owen Brill, which contain letters exchanged with psychoanalyst Ernest Jones concerning Jones's
representation of A. A. Brill in his The Life and Work of Sigmund Freud. Notable in the series is a photograph album
pertaining to the Boxer Rebellion compiled by Kittie Brill's brother Clarence Owen. Material pertaining to Brill's son,
Edmund R. Brill, is in the Edmund R. Brill Papers series.

The Correspondence File represents many aspects of Brill's career and activities in the psychoanalytic movement. Having
trained in psychiatry in New York, Brill worked in Europe in 1907-1908 with Eugen Bleuler and other early psychoanalysts
and became interested in the psychoanalytic movement. After being introduced to Sigmund Freud in Vienna, Brill secured
permission to translate Freud's works into English. He was the first person to practice psychoanalysis in the United States,
founded the New York Psychoanalytic Society, and was an outspoken advocate of the movement. The correspondence
documents his relations with pioneers in the field, professional organizations, and publishing houses. Significant among the
correspondence are letters from psychoanalysts Eugen Bleuler and Ernest Jones, who introduced psychoanalysis in Canada
and later practiced in Great Britain. Other correspondents include Alfred Adler, Anna Freud, Smith Ely Jelliffe, and
Hendrik Willem Van Loon. Correspondence with publishers pertains to Brill's translations of Freud's works and his own
writings. His frequent commentary on issues of the day for newspapers and other media are scattered throughout the
correspondence and in interviews and comments in the Speeches and Writings File. The Macmillan Company file
documents Brill's interest in the obscenity charges brought against Kathleen Winsor's novel Forever Amber in 1946. Typed
copies of Brill's replies often appear on the verso of the original letters he received.

The Speeches and Writings File contains articles, book drafts, transcripts of discussions, interviews and comments, typed
lectures, radio broadcast scripts, reviews, and translations. Significant items in the series include typescripts of two
unpublished books by Brill: “On Melville's Billy Budd” and “Psychic Suicide,” an expanded version of an earlier article.
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No significant material pertaining to his published books is present. The articles span Brill's entire career and include
printed copies that appeared in academic journals and the popular press. Reactions to talks on euthanasia and a
psychoanalytical profile of Abraham Lincoln supplement the lecture file. In many cases typescripts of lectures in the file
were later published as articles. Also included are typed and printed translations of articles and books by Sigmund Freud,
most notably Brill's heavily annotated copy of Freud's Das Unbehagen in der Kultur.

The Miscellany series contains material pertaining to several organizations in which Brill was active. Items relating to the
New York Psychoanalytical Society include a draft of Brill's history of the organization and his copies of minutes for
1911-1925. The series also includes biographical material, certificates, clippings, printed matter, and programs and
invitations.

The Edmund R. Brill Papers are chiefly composed of copies of A. A. Brill's correspondence and other items acquired by
Brill's son Edmund from other institutions and individuals to supplement his father's papers. Some files also include copies
of letters received by Brill. Correspondents represented include Theodore Dreiser, Sigmund Freud, Ernest Jones, Mabel
Dodge Luhan, Karl Menninger, and Adolf Meyer. Also included are related items generated in the acquisition of this
material and the administration of the collection and the elder Brill's literary rights.

Organization of the Papers
The collection is arranged in six series:

• Family Papers, 1888-1967
• Correspondence File, 1908-1957
• Speeches and Writings File, 1895-1965
• Miscellany, 1895-1974
• Edmund R. Brill Papers, 1908-1994
• Oversize, 1893-1941
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Description of Series
Container Series
BOX 1-3 Family Papers, 1888-1967

Correspondence, estate and financial records, military records, photographs, certificates, school
papers, and obituaries.

Arranged alphabetically by name of person or type of material and chronologically thereunder.

BOX 3-6 Correspondence File, 1908-1957
Letters received and copies of letters sent.
Arranged alphabetically by name of person or organization and chronologically thereunder.

BOX 6-17 Speeches and Writings File, 1895-1965
Printed and typed copies of articles, unpublished books, discussions, interviews and comments,

lectures, radio broadcasts, reviews, and translations, as well as annotated copies of writings
by others.

Arranged alphabetically by format or title and chronologically thereunder.

BOX 17-19 Miscellany, 1895-1974
Biographical material, certificates, clippings, organizational records, printed matter, programs,

and invitations.
Arranged alphabetically by type of material or by topic and chronologically thereunder.

BOX 20-24 Edmund R. Brill Papers, 1908-1994
Correspondence, copies of letters by A. A. Brill and others, copyright permissions, notes, and

other material pertaining to the administration of the papers of A. A. Brill.

BOX OV1 Oversize, 1893-1941
Certificates and an interview proof.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1-3 Family Papers, 1888-1967
Correspondence, estate and financial records, military records, photographs, certificates, school

papers, and obituaries.
Arranged alphabetically by name of person or type of material and chronologically thereunder.

BOX 1 Brill, A. A.
Correspondence

From
Brill, Naftali (in Esperanto), 1907-1912
Owen, Clarence, 1906

To
Bernheim, Gioia Brill, 1911-1932
Brill, Edmund R., 1916-1946
Brill, Kittie Rose, 1907-1945

(3 folders)
Estate

Taxes, 1948
Will and trust, 1941-1954

Financial records, 1918, 1940-1947, undated
Marriage records, 1908
Military records, 1918-1944
Miscellany, 1936-1948, undated
Obituaries and memorials, 1948-1963

(2 folders)
Passenger lists, 1907-1921, 1932

BOX 2 Passports and identification cards, 1920s-1948, undated
Photographs, 1892-1954, undated

(2 folders)
Postcards, 1905-1908, 1937, undated
Real estate

New York, N.Y., 1924-1948
West Allenhurst, N.J., 1892, 1929, 1948-1954, undated

(3 folders)
Brill, Kittie Rose

Certificates, 1888-1956, undated See also Oversize
BOX 3 Correspondence

Condolences, 1948
Jones, Ernest, and family, 1948-1956, undated
Miscellaneous, 1907-1963, undated

Miscellany, 1901-1964, undated
Obituaries, 1963, 1967
Order of the Eastern Star, 1900-1963
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School and professional papers, 1890-1914, undated
(2 folders)

Owen, Clarence S.
Boxer Rebellion, photograph album, 1900-1901
Certificate, 1892
Military records, 1914

BOX 3-6 Correspondence File, 1908-1957
Letters received and copies of letters sent.
Arranged alphabetically by name of person or organization and chronologically thereunder.

BOX 3 Adler, Alfred, 1912
Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1939-1947
American Journal of Urology, 1915-1917
“A” miscellaneous, 1932-1946
Bergler, Edmund, 1941-1945
Bernays, Edward L., 1932, 1946
Bernfeld, Siegfried, 1937, 1944
Binger, Carl Alfred Lanning, 1942

BOX 4 Bleuler, Eugen, 1913, 1923-1939, 1946
Bleuler, Manfred, 1939-1957
Burgess, Gelett, 1921, 1940
“B” miscellaneous, 1916-1948
Cardozo, Benjamin N., 1928-1929
“C” miscellaneous, 1933-1948
Dodd, Mead & Co., 1916-1932
Dreiser, Theodore, 1926, 1931 See also Container 20, same heading
“D-E” miscellaneous, 1935-1947
Farrar, Clarence B., 1943-1948
Freud family

Freud, Anna, 1933-1941
Freud, Martin, 1936-1940
Miscellany, 1940-1948

“F” miscellaneous, 1937-1949
George Allen & Unwin, 1912-1947
Gregory, Menas Sarkis, 1933, 1941
“G” miscellaneous, 1923-1946
Henry, Barklie, 1941-1949
“H-I” miscellaneous, 1929-1947
Jastrow, Joseph, 1931
Jelliffe, Smith Ely, 1913-1943
Jones, Ernest, 1909-1948, undated See also Container 21, same heading

(4 folders)
Journal of Criminal Psychopathology, 1944
“J-K” miscellaneous, 1909-1947, undated

BOX 5 Lewisohn, Adolph and Sam A., 1917-1929
“L” miscellaneous, 1922-1948

Family Papers, 1888-1967

Container Contents

A. A. Brill Papers  8



Macmillan Co.
Forever Amber, by Kathleen Winsor, 1946-1947
Textbook of Psychiatry, by Eugen Bleuler, 1923-1950

McCord, Clinton Preston, 1942-1948
Moffat, Yard & Co. See Container 4, Dodd, Mead & Co.
Montagu, Ashley, 1947
“M” miscellaneous, 1924-1946
National Board of Review of Motion Pictures, New York, N.Y., 1933-1943, undated
Nervous and Mental Disease Publishing Co., 1909-1947
New York Psychoanalytic Institute See same container, New York Psychoanalytic Society
New York Psychoanalytic Society, New York, N.Y., 1933-1950 See also Container 18, same

heading
New York State Psychiatric Institute, New York, N.Y., 1940-1953
“N-R” miscellaneous, 1909-1947

(2 folders)
Science Service, Washington, D.C., 1938-1939
Seventieth birthday celebration, 1944-1945
“S-T” miscellaneous, 1925-1947, undated
United States Veterans Administration, 1938, 1947
Unwin, T. Fisher, 1913-1937
“U” miscellaneous, 1923, 1943
Van Loon, Hendrik Willem, 1931-1936
W. B. Saunders Co., 1912-1949

BOX 6 “W” miscellaneous, 1940-1946, undated
Unidentified and fragments, 1908-1911, 1935, undated

BOX 6-17 Speeches and Writings File, 1895-1965
Printed and typed copies of articles, unpublished books, discussions, interviews and comments,

lectures, radio broadcasts, reviews, and translations, as well as annotated copies of writings
by others.

Arranged alphabetically by format or title and chronologically thereunder.

BOX 6 Bibliographies, 1941-1956, undated
(2 folders)

Articles
Set I

1907-1928
(1 vol.)

BOX 7 1929-1942
(1 vol.)

Set II
1907-1925

(6 folders)
BOX 8 1926-1947, undated

(11 folders)
Books

Basic Principles of Psychoanalysis, galley proof fragment, 1948
“On Melville's Billy Budd” (unpublished)

Correspondence File, 1908-1957

Container Contents
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Drafts, undated
Original

(1 folder)
BOX 9 (1 folder)

Final
Set I

(2 folders)
Set II

(2 folders)
Notes and printed matter, 1945-1951, undated

“Psychic Suicide” (unpublished)
Background material, articles and lectures, 1934-1939
Drafts, undated

Original
(2 folders)

BOX 10 Final
Set I

(2 folders)
Set II

(2 folders)
Notes and printed matter, 1939-1965, undated

Psychoanalysis, Its Theories and Practical Application, title pages and contract, 1912-1922
Case notes, 1919, 1948
Chapters, 1928-1944

(2 folders)
College essays, 1901, undated

(2 folders)
BOX 11 Discussions

Printed, 1929-1943
Typescripts, 1935-1943, undated

(5 folders)
Interviews and comments, 1917-1947, undated See also Oversize

(7 folders)
BOX 12 Introductions, 1921-1947, undated

Lectures
Euthanasia, reaction to lecture on, 1935-1936
Invitations and programs, 1914-1947, undated
Lincoln, Abraham, reaction to lecture on, 1931

(2 folders)
Newspaper clippings, 1921, 1933-1944
Notes, undated
Typescripts

1917-1931
(8 folders)

BOX 13 1932-1943
(14 folders)

Speeches and Writings File, 1895-1965

Container Contents
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BOX 14 1944-1947, undated
(6 folders)

Notes on physiology, undated
Obituaries, 1925, 1935-1948, undated

(2 folders)
Radio broadcasts

Euthanasia, reaction to broadcast on, 1943
Typescripts

1929-1935
(2 folders)

BOX 15 1936-1944, undated
(5 folders)

Reviews
By Brill, 1911-1948, undated

(3 folders)
Of Brill's books

Basic Principles of Psychoanalysis, 1949
Freud's Contribution to Psychiatry, 1944-1946, undated
Fundamental Conceptions of Psychoanalysis, 1922-1923
Lectures on Psychoanalytic Psychiatry, 1946-1948
Psychoanalysis, Its Theories and Practical Applications, 1913-1922

(2 folders)
Of Brill's translations of Sigmund Freud

The Basic Writings of Sigmund Freud, 1938
The Interpretation of Dreams, 1913-1915, 1933
Leonardo da Vinci, 1917, 1947
Three Contributions to the Theory of Sex, undated
Wit and Its Relation to the Unconscious, 1917

Royalty statements, 1913-1937
Translations

Bleuler, Manfred, “Some Manifestations of Basic Forms of Psychic Diseases,” 1943
Brun, Rudolf, “Biological Parallels to Freud's Theory of the Instincts,” 1926

(1 folder)
BOX 16 (1 folder)

Freud, Sigmund
“Concerning the Controlling of Fire,” undated
The History of the Psychoanalytic Movement, 1914, 1917
“Der Humor,” undated
Reflections on War and Death, 1918

Irving, Washington, “La Fantomfianĉo” (Esperanto), 1907-1908
Popper-Lynkeus, Joseph, “Dream Like Waking,” 1947

Writings by others
Breuer, Joseph, and Sigmund Freud, Studien über Hysterie, 1895
Freud, Sigmund

Die Medizin der Gegenwart in Selbstdarstellungen, 1925
Das Unbehagen in der Kultur, 1930

Laforgue, René, Libido, Angst und Zivilisation, 1932

Speeches and Writings File, 1895-1965

Container Contents
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BOX 17 Miscellany, 1913-1958
(3 folders)

BOX 17-19 Miscellany, 1895-1974
Biographical material, certificates, clippings, organizational records, printed matter, programs,

and invitations.
Arranged alphabetically by type of material or by topic and chronologically thereunder.

BOX 17 Appointments and honors, 1899-1948
(3 folders)

Biographical material, 1941-1974
(2 folders)

BOX 18 Certificates, 1895-1948, undated See also Oversize
Clippings, 1911-1965, undated
Ephemera, 1906-1908, 1957, undated
Freud, Sigmund, copy of will and clippings, 1931-1945, undated
Jones, Ernest, copy of will, 1958
Organizations

American Psychoanalytical Association, 1930-1961
(2 folders)

Miscellany, 1914-1961, undated
New York Psychoanalytical Institute See same container, New York Psychoanalytical

Society
New York Psychoanalytical Society, New York, N.Y. See also Container 5, same heading

History, 1946, undated
Minutes, 1911-1925

(1 folder)
BOX 19 (3 folders)

Printed matter, 1930-1961
Vidonian Club, New York, N.Y., 1939-1946, undated

Printed matter, 1906-1950
(3 folders)

Programs and invitations, 1901-1903, 1940-1948, undated

BOX 20-24 Edmund R. Brill Papers, 1908-1994
Correspondence, copies of letters by A. A. Brill and others, copyright permissions, notes, and

other material pertaining to the administration of the papers of A. A. Brill.

BOX 20 Acquisition of material for the A. A. Brill Papers
Brett, Dorothy, 1968
Cronbach, Abraham, 1931, 1968
Dreiser, Theodore See also Container 4, same heading

Copies of letters
Brill to Dreiser, 1919-1935
Dreiser to Brill, 1918-1935, undated
Elias, Robert H., with Brill regarding Dreiser biography, 1946

Copy of transcript of conversation with Brill, 1932
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., agreements and notes, 1963-1967, undated

Speeches and Writings File, 1895-1965

Container Contents
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Freud, Sigmund
Copies of letters

Brill to Freud
Photocopies, 1908-1914, 1936-1939
Typed transcripts, 1908-1914, 1930-1939

Freud to Brill
English translations, 1908-1939

(3 folders)
BOX 21 German transcripts with English abstracts, 1908-1939

(2 folders)
Miscellaneous letters regarding Freud, 1915-1924

Freud family, correspondence and notes, 1966-1967, undated
Jones, Ernest, copies of Brill's letters to Jones, 1927-1938 See also Container 4, same

heading
Lehrman, Philip

Copies of Brill's letters to Lehrman, 1923-1932
Weiner, Lynne Lehrman, correspondence and notes, 1986, undated

Luhan, Mabel Dodge
Copies of Brill's letters to Luhan, 1916-1944, undated
Yale University, New Haven, Conn., correspondence and notes, 1937, 1949-1968,

undated
Menninger, Karl

Copies of letters between Brill and Menninger, 1943-1948
Menninger Foundation, correspondence and permissions, 1967-1968

Meyer, Adolf, copies of letters between Meyer and Brill, 1912, 1937-1943
Administration of A. A. Brill Papers

Brill, Kittie Rose, 1949-1963, undated
BOX 22 Clippings and printed matter, 1931-1994, undated

(3 folders)
Copyright

Basic Principles of Psychoanalysis, 1947-1974
The Basic Writings of Sigmund Freud, 1964-1966
Lectures on Psychoanalytic Psychiatry, 1945-1964
Miscellany, 1946-1978
Permissions, 1967-1986

Hale, Nathan G., 1964-1974
Library of Congress

Correspondence
1954-1971

(3 folders)
BOX 23 1972-1991

(2 folders)
Instruments of gift and deposit, 1967-1980
Notes and lists, 1967-1980

Miscellaneous
Correspondence, 1964-1968, 1986

(2 folders)

Edmund R. Brill Papers, 1908-1994

Container Contents
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Transcripts of letters by A. A. Brill and others, 1912-1948, 1968, undated
Notes, undated

(2 folders)
Williams, Ronald, 1936-1992, undated

(1 folder)
BOX 24 (2 folders)

Miscellany
Certificates, 1927-1945, undated
Correspondence, 1933-1940
Dissertation, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., 1941

BOX OV1 Oversize, 1893-1941
Certificates and an interview proof.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX OV 1 Family papers
Brill, Kittie Rose

Certificates, 1893-1941 (Container 2)
Speeches and writings file

Interviews and comments, 1934 (Container 11)
Miscellany

Certificates, 1893-1907 (Container 18)

Edmund R. Brill Papers, 1908-1994

Container Contents
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