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Q: Dayton, when and where were you born?

MAK: | was born in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, July 10, 1917.

Q: Let's talk about the family, let's go on the Mak side. What do you know about them?

MAK: The Mak original name was three-barrel Mak van Waay, which in Dutch would be Mak
fon vei [pronounces in Dutch]. They were from Dordrecht, the Netherlands. The family had an
antiqgue showroom there, an auction house a bit like Sotheby's.

Q: ...in...

MAK: In Dordrecht. That was the Mak van Waay family. They then moved to Amsterdam. At
the same time, anther part of the family, a son, | believe, wanted to establish a Mak van Waay
firm in Dordrecht itself. According to Dutch law, they couldn't do that. There could only be one
firm Mak van Waay, so they opened the Firma Mak in Dordrecht. The Firma Mak still exists, and
the big building remains on the tour of the old city of Dordrecht. The Mak van Waay part, of
which I'm a member, stayed in Amsterdam until about 15 years ago, when the last Mak van
Waay died. He had no children. So, the Mak van Waay in Holland effectively died out. There are
no more. There are many Maks, but no Mak van Waays. My great-grandfather emigrated from

Dordrecht to Orange City lowa. When he came over, dropped the van Waay; so from then on, In
the States, the name has been Mak.

Q: When did he come over?



MAK: In the mid-nineteenth century, | don't know the exact date. But it's interesting that as
soon as his brother had children, their name was Mak van Waay, of course. When the sons
came to the States, they dropped the Mak. So they are known as van Wey, and there are still
some van Waays in the country. | don't know them, I've corresponded with one who said that he
thought that after he and his brother died, there would be no more van Waays. But | have seen
the name from time to time in the press; so | don't really know what the situation is.

Q: Do you know what caused the movement of your great-grandfather from Holland to the
United States and then out to lowa?

MAK: | think it was economics. At that time, the US Government was giving land grants to
colonists who would come over and till the land. A whole colony of Dutch people moved into this
area, which turned out to be Orange County. They named Orange County, of course, after
William of Orange of Holland. They were just part of a large group of immigrants who came to
this country at that time.

Q: What did your great-grandfather do?

MAK: | really don't know. | would guess that he was a farmer. All | know is that he lived in
Orange City.

Q: How about your grandfather on that side?

MAK: My grandfather's name was Simon. Part of the family moved fairly early from Orange
County to Inwood, lowa in Lyon County. That's also in northeast lowa, not too far from Orange
City. He lived there after he was an adult. | don't know a lot about him, except that, as an adult,
he became the postmaster, and then later on he went into the insurance business. He met his
wife, my grandmother, there, in Inwood. Her family was the Lyon family, very simple people.

Q: From what | gather, at least on the Mak side, they weren't farmers, they were pretty much
within the commercial context?
MAK: That's my understanding. | don't think any of them farmed, but what business he was

in, | don't know. | do know, whoever, that my great-grandfather Lyon owned farms and was
considered to be well-off.

Q: What do you know about your grandmother's background?



MAK: She was a Lyon, who were English immigrants, at least her father was. All | know is
that he came originally from New York and later moved to Pennsylvania to a town a town called
Bellefonte. | also know that part of his family lived in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. | don't
know when they arrived in this country. His mother | think, was of Swiss, Austrian or German
descent, because her name sounded Germanic to me, but | can't remember just what the name
was. It's a sort of blank and I've never tried to go into it very far.

Q: Your father, when and where was he born?

MAK: He was born in 1892 in Inwood, lowa.

Q: What do you know about his upbringing?

MAK: He had two sisters. His family, | don't know whether it's because the Lyons were well off
or whether he did well, but his family lived in a big house. In those days, people had big houses.
As you know, they had large families, and they had big houses. And they had help, mainly
Scandinavians. That didn't mean they were wealthy, that was the way people lived in those
days. | know that his sisters, both were educated at Drake University in lowa, and my father
was educated at the University of lowa. Obviously, they weren't poor, but by ho means were
they rich.

Q: You father, do you know what his educational specialty was?

MAK: Yes, yes, he studied law. He was in law school at the University of lowa, but he didn't
like it, so he went into business.
Q: How did he meet your mother?

MAK: My mother was born in Salt Lake City, Utah, because her father had gone out there to

help cousins of his who had a business there. My mother was born there, but they only lived
there five or six years.

Q: Were they Mormon or not?



MAK: They were Methodists. Her mother's father was a Scotsman who had come over from
Glasgow and was a very sharp man. He established a business, a trading business, a
commercial store, which mainly outfitted caravans which were going out west. He would provide
all of their needs, | gather. He made buying trips annually to Europe, and brought back fine
China and furniture to sell. He was rich. He was a rich man. His daughter was my grandmother.
His wife was a Doty, whose ancestors were on the Mayflower. .My grandfather, Charles
Houghton Dayton, was a member of the large Dayton family, whose ancestor, Ralph Dayton,
came to America from England in 1638. Most of the family settled in New York state.

Q: How do you spell your great-grandmother's name?

MAK: We've always knownitas D-O-T-Y.Ilt'salsoD-O-T-E-NorD-O-T-E-Y. They
were from England, and they came over on the Mayflower. That ancestor was not one of the
religious, privileged people or rich people; he was a servant, an indentured servant. He was
what they call a "stranger"”. He was not a "saint", he was a "stranger". He was a tough little
character and he got in a fight with another servant; they were both servants of Stephen
Hopkins. That's the background of that family. H eventually married a daughter of Hopkins.

Q: Your mother and father, were they educated in South Dakota?

MAK: No, both were educated at the University of lowa. They were classmates at lowa. | think
they met because my father was running for President of his freshman class, and my mother
was running for office on a competing group. He was a "foreigner"”, while my mother was a
"townie", and they had their own slate. They became acquainted by reason of this election. My
father was a real leader there at the university. He was on the football team, although he was
only about 5' 6". He was athletic, unlike me. He was an ambitious man, very tough, and he was
a real leader. He won the election, and my mother lost, but they started going out and they went
through all college together. That's the story.

Q: They graduated approximately when?

MAK: | was born in '"17, my sister was born in '15, so that would have probable been '14 or '15.

Q: After they graduated, what did your father do and where did your father and mother go?



MAK: My father got a job as an assistant cashier in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. That's where
my sister and | were born. We lived there several years. We went from Sioux Falls to a tiny town,
also in South Dakota; then we moved to another tiny town across the border into lowa. From
then on we bounced around from one small town to another, until | was in third grade. He also
was in the army during World War |, but he did not serve overseas.

Q: Do you recall bouncing around times?

MAK: | remember one scene from when | was a child in South Dakota. It's just this one scene,
and it may be, maybe | made it up, | just don't remember. Until | was in first grade, | don't really
remember very much.

Q: What scene do you recall?

MAK: | was not in school, and my sister was In first or second grade. We went to something
like the last day of school, where they were having dancing and singing in the gymnasium. My
mother and | were up in the balcony, looking through a screen, a basketball screen | think,
watching my sister and others singing and dancing.

Q: Where did real memories kick in in your childhood?

MAK: | remember very much when | was in first grade, | remember my father wringing a
chicken's neck and the chicken flocking around. | remember that. | remember in first or second
grade, in reading class, each of us had to read aloud and the other students were asked to
criticize. | remember my reading a piece something like: "The horse was in the barn". Some little
snip of a girl got up and said: "Sonny (I was know as Sonny Mak) said 'thee' instead of 'the™. |
could have wrung her neck.

Q: (Laughter)

MAK: | also remember going to girls' basketball games in the gymnasium in the school where

| was In first and second grade.

Q: Where was this?

MAK: That was in Crawfordsville, lowa, which is in southeast lowa.



Q: Your father was at that time in the bank?

MAK: He was cashier in a bank, yes.

Q: Cashier was a rather important job at that time, looking back?

MAK: These are small, tiny towns, but it was a job that had a certain status.

Q: Somebody might think of a cashier as somebody in a restaurant....

MAK: ....this is head of the bank, but not the owner.

Q: Do you recall what it was like, as a kid, to grow up in these small towns?

MAK: It was a very uneventful, pleasant sort of thing. You had your friends around you, and
you'd go visiting people, stay overnight, which | hated. | always got homesick being away from
home, | hated spending a night anywhere, unless my parents were there. | remember there was
a building where movies were shown from time to time and where the American Legion post held
an annual oyster soup evening. My father loved oysters. The grocery store would bring out a
barrel of oysters every spring. We all had oysters and looked for pearls and often found one. If
you found one in oyster stew, it would be cooked and no good. | remember that my parents did
not approve of some of my friends, who at a very young age, were interested in sex.

Q: What age are we talking about?

MAK: How old was 1?7

Q: Yes.

MAK: We left there after | was in second grade..

Q: So there was a lot of "You show me yours and I'll show you mine".

MAK: Yeah, that sort of thing.. It was...rather....early. (Laughter) Rather...precocious.



Q: I don't know, | think | didn't have that much of an opportunity. If | had had a chance your
mother wouldn't have liked me. (Laughter)

MAK: My mother was not very happy there. She came from a very cultured family - my father
did, too, but my mother particularly so

Q: Having a mother and father who were both college graduates, for the era - I've been doing a
lot of interviewing, including my own family - very few people were college graduates. It didn't
mean they weren't educated, it meant an awful lot. Reading on Rome, an lectures. There was a
lot of opportunity to improve oneself.

MAK: My grandfather Dayton had three degrees: he had a degree In liberal arts, he then got
an engineering degree, and then his father-in-law dragged him back from Salt Lake City to lowa
City. He went back to university and got a law degree, and law became his profession.

Q: This was the grandfather on which side?

MAK: My mother's side. The Dayton family.

Q: Did you live near them or were the part of your family circle?

MAK: My grandparents?

Q: Yeah.

MAK: We never lived with them but we visited them often. As | said, they were what you call
well off. They had a big house and servants...not a lot of servants - they had a cook, and they
had a maid - but it was a very genteel life. My grandfather didn't have to work very much,
because his wife had a lot of money, and her father didn't want him to work much. It wasn't until
after he died that he could do his law practice. He was a wonderful man. He loved roses, he was
a gardener. He had a beautiful rose garden, and he was a painter. He loved to paint in
watercolor. | have some of his paintings. They would go to California each winter for a few
months. Earlier, his father-in-law would take them to St Augustine, Florida, which was a great
place to go in the winter. They would take the train and spend a certain amount of time in Saint
Augustine. Later on, they discovered California, and they'd go to Pasadena and Los Angeles
every winter. They lived a very nice life. Whenever we visited them, we benefited from what they
had.



Q: As a kid - | grew up ten years younger than you - | grew up in Southern California, and |
remember Long Beach, California, was renowned by having every few months an lowa picnic.
And they would have huge mobs of lowans getting together because this is where people from
lowa, when they got a little bit older, got the hell out to Long Beach, or to Pasadena. My
grandparents lived in Pasadena.

MAK: If you ever experience an lowa winter, you'll know why they went (Laughter).

Q: (Laughter)

MAK: That's nice. | did forget to mention one thing. My father's parents were modestly well
off...I don't think my grandfather ever went to college. My grandmother went to what they called
a finishing school, so it was just a junior college, some place in western lowa, She loved to
paint, but she wasn't very good. My grandfather Dayton was good. My grandmother Mak was,
shall we say, mediocre?

Q: As a kid - let's stick to the grammar school period first place, were you much of a reader, or
were there subjects that intrigued you or that didn't?

MAK: | was a reader, a great reader. Early on, when | was in third grade, my eyes started
going bad. | began to have astigmatism, near sight and all that, and of course they said "That's
because you read too much", but it wasn't, of course. | never stopped reading. | can't say that |
read the things | ought to read, | just read a lot. Every Saturday, I'd go to the library, where they
had books for youth. They had Boys' Life in there, and they'd have books that we would read. |
remember when | was really very young, | got interested in Galsworthy...

Q: John Galsworthy.

MAK: John Galsworthy. One More the River. | read that, and | thought that it was simply
wonderful. I've always read John Galsworthy, | think I've read everything he ever wrote. | read
magazines, | read a lot. In those days - well, | - for Christmas, you got books. | remember
reading Thanatopsis, and all the various authors you were supposed to read in those days.
There wasn't much else to do.

Q: Were there any sort of books that really struck you or left a lasting impression?



MAK: | think, King Arthur. | remember | had a set of Kipling as well as books of the major
poets. And of course, Tom Sawyer.

Q: Did you have those editions, | think it's Scribner's, with the paintings by N. C. Wyeth?

MAK: That's right. They were not very big. They had a red cover.

Q: | can't remember the series, but Scottish chiefs kidnapped...

MAK: That's right.

Q: ... and all these wonderful illustrations by N. C. Wyeth.

MAK: That's right, and they were all wonderful. | remember particularly Knights of the
Roundtable, and Robin Hood, and things like that.

Q: Oh yeah.

MAK: They were wonderful. You could get whole sets of them.

Q: How did you deal with schools? Did you like the teachers? Did you like school?

MAK: Yes and no. | remember one favorite teacher in third grade. | followed her career. When
she got married, and everything like that. She was wonderful. | liked school. Yes, | did. | really
liked school. | wasn't an outstanding student; | was a good student, but | was not top of the
heap. | loved it, | really did. The only thing | remember was in fourth grade we had to move to an
annex, and we had a teacher who was very, very tough. She taught math, and | was never good
at math. Consequently, | didn't like her. Other than that, in high school, in junior high school, |
liked school. As a matter of fact, | was always very ready to go back to school after summer
holidays.

Q: Let's talk a little about being a kid. Was there a sort of gang - and I'm using it in the good
sense, not in the bad sensd - kids playing around after school, or doing things, or what did you
do after school?



MAK: Oh yes, there were. There were different gangs. | was never in a gang, though my
friends and | formed a group. We were a very mixed group, and we called ourselves "Ye Olde
Pals". There were about ten of us, a mix of athletes and non-athletes. The girls we dated were
also from a fairly compact group. We would go on joint picnics and have joint parties. None of us
smoked or drank alcohol. But that was not unusual, as practically no one our age smoke or
drank.

Q:, | assume the streets were quite safe and you could roam around on your bike and go
anywhere.

MAK: You could anywhere you wanted, you could go anywhere. We did go everywhere. We'd
go roller skating, we'd go biking; we all had bikes. We had tennis courts about a mile away, and

we walked to those or we'd take the bike and spend all day there. We belonged to a country
club, which was at the other end of town. We'd take the streetcar there and play tennis. | didn't

play golf.
Q: How about movies? Were movies important to you?

MAK: Oh yes! When we moved to Waterloo, lowa, a city of about 40,000, there were three
movie theaters and one other theater, where we would see Desert Song and all those wonderful
old plays and musical comedies. One of the movie theaters presented a floor show with dancers
and singers before the film. Saturdays were "Buffalo Nickel Day", the price of admission was
one buffalo nickel. Not a bad deal in those days of the big depression.

Q: Did any type of movie or any particular movie really stick in your memory?

MAK: | just remember a number of movies. | remember Wings....

Q: ...about World War |....

MAK: Yes.

Q: | saw that on TV about a month ago.



MAK: .... Birth of a Nation. | still remember one scene in Birth of a Nation. On Halloween we
would go to the midnight movie and watch a scary movie. There were all these old movie
stars...Jean Harlow, Miriam Hopkins, Buddy Rogers, and lots of others. We went the movies
about every Saturday afternoon.

Q: Oh yeah. Although there's some age gap there, these are an important part of our lives.

MAK: As | say, on Saturday, you'd get in for a buffalo nickel.

Q: Where did you go to high school?

MAK: West Waterloo High School. We went from Whittier Elementary School to West Waterloo
Junior High School, which was in the same building as the high school. There were two grades
of junior high and two grades of high school. It was a good school. | liked it.

Q: Do you recall any of the teachers?

MAK: Oh sure. | remember the principal, Mr. Gibson. He was a rather nice fellow. He was our
science teacher. He was quite a Don Juan. He really went after the ladies. He was a very nice
guy. | remember my French teacher. | kept up with her years later on; she became one of my
father's clients. | remember my English teacher, who was an English woman, who insisted on
our memorizing the opening stanzas of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales.

Q: Learning the Canterbury Tales, right?

MAK: That's right, and she would march up and down in cadence reciting this; so we all had
to memorize it. | never forgot her. She was remarkable. She also taught Shakespeare, which
was rather remarkable for a high school, | think.

Q: Let's talk about Waterloo. What was Waterloo about in those days, what was it like for a kid?

MAK: Waterloo was basically two things: it was industrial, and it was a farmer's market.

Industrial; we had Rath, Packing Co., we had John Deere Tractor Company and we had
Chamberlain. You know about John Deere tractors and farm equipment.

Q: Farming equipment, big farming machines.



MAK: Rath was of course hams and bacon, and so forth. | forgot what Chamberlain made. It
was a labor town, but it was also the center for the farmers to come in and do their banking and
do their shopping; so we had several department stores and furniture stores, and all that sort of
thing. Then there were the movie theaters and restaurants. It was a mixture, but it basically
depended on John Deere and Rath.

Q: During the summers or after school did you have any jobs or anything like that?

MAK: Only when | got to high school. Mind you, | was living there during the deep Depression.
There weren't a lot of jobs. Adults were taking the jobs that kids would do now. It was only when
| was in college that | had a full time summer job. That was with Rath Packing Company..

Q: What was your father doing? Was he continuing in banking? Let's talk about that and then
the Depression.

MAK: When he left the banking business, from a small town called Ainsworth, lowa, he
moved to Waterloo to establish a branch office for an investment banking firm, which was
owned by one of his roommates and his fraternity brothers at the University of lowa. This
iInvestment banking firm was primarily, at that point, providing capital for bridges and things like
that. My father would sell their bonds, primarily to banks throughout northeast lowa. He also
dealt in stocks and municipal bonds. After some years my father decided that he wasn't getting
enough of the profits; so he established his own company, Leo Mak Inc. He dealt in stocks and
bonds, but his primary business was providing financing for a small loan company in Dubuque,
lowa.

Q: How about the Depression? How did that hit your father?

MAK: Absolutely devastating. He went from paper-rich to quite poor. He had my mother's
money to back us up, but basically, he was poor. He just lost most everything. From beautiful
cars, trips here and there, it was scraping.

Q: I was born in '28, so | experienced the Depression, but as a younger kid. We were poor, but
really didn't know it. Everybody else was about the same way. Particularly for kids who didn't
know any better. We'd still go to the movie. | think you paid a nickel, we paid twelve cents, or
something like that...

MAK: Inflation (Laughter).



Q: Did you feel the Depression particularly?

MAK: No, | never did, because, as you said, that was what everyone was doing. | had a
second-hand bicycle. | can't remember that | went without anything. My wishes were very small.
| think the problem was what bothered my father was that my sister got to be college-age and
they wanted her to go to a girls' school, a boarding school. They did, they got her a loan and
sent her to Stevens, a girl's school in Columbia, Missouri.

Q: Oh yes, a very famous one.

MAK: She went there on a loan, and also got a scholarship. They gave her a scholarship, but
after one year, he decided that they shouldn't do this, so she left there and went to the lowa
State Teachers College, which is now the University of Northern lowa and only 20 miles from
home in Cedar Falls, right next to Waterloo. That's where | went for the first two years, too.

Q: Religion. How important was religion in your family. Where did your family fall religious-wise?

MAK: We went to church, and | belonged to the Epworth League. My mother taught Sunday
school. My father was not very interested in it, but he was interested in the sermons of the
preacher. He would some times come home and say "That was a lousy sermon!", or something
like that. As a boy, | was very much involved with the church.

Q: Which church was this?

MAK: Methodist, First Methodist. They call them First Methodist Episcopal in those days. |
was very much into it and always went to Sunday school. In summer we had certain activities,
I've forgotten, what they were.

Q: Where did your family fall politically? Was your father or mother interested in politics?
MAK: Oh my goodness, yes! My father, as a matter of fact, ran for Congress as a Republican.

He was swamped in the Democratic, Roosevelt landslide.

Q: | assume they were Republicans.



MAK: Oh yes. The only people who were Democrat were the Irish.

Q: Even as a kid, | remember, both being interested in the politics, being from a Democratic
family, we'd sit and listen to the Fireside Chats. Politics were important, the New Deal. People
knew the names of all the cabinet members, but also the news from abroad. The rise of Hitler,
and all this. Did you find yourself engaged both in national politics and world politics?

MAK: Certainly in national politics. | remember the Fireside Chats very well. That was very
important, and of course the NRA and all that was very big and hated by my father.
Q: I'm sure you get a lot of caustic comments, but everybody was involved.

MAK: Of course, everybody was involved; it was a big, big, big thing. At that time, I'm
speaking about 1934, when | was in high school, politics didn't mean very much. The only thing
| remember is that in one of our classes it must have been, we debated the topic "Should the US
government require our World War | allies to pay their World War | debt?" We had to look up all

the information we could find in the library, and decide which side we were on, and then have a
debate. That's the only thing | recall.

Q: Well, you probably remember one of the prime things people would quote is the fact that
Finland paid its World War | debt. This was a big field.

MAK: Absolutely. Other than that, no. | don't recall the rise of Nazism being at all on my
scope. | remember Mussolini later on; "Well, he makes the trains run on time", that's all.
Q: My family on my mother's side was German. | remember my mother and the rest of her family

took strong exception to Hitler. This was very much a (inaudible).
MAK: It really didn't play a big part at that time. Of course, later on it did.
Q: | think | know the answer, but did the profession of diplomacy ever cross your radar?
MAK: The only time it ever did was when | read a book about adventures of somebody in the

Far East and it talked about the consul. That sounded like a wonderful deal.

Q: Sounds like Somerset Maugham.



MAK: It could be Somerset Maugham.

Q: ...and Jack London. These were the two.

MAK: | thought "Oh, gosh, that sounds wonderful.", but in any depth, no. It was only frivolous.

Q: How about in high school? Did you get involved in any extracurricular activities of any kind?

MAK: | was on the debating team, and we had declamatory contest. | won that.

Q: When you say "declamatory"”, could you explain what that means?

MAK: You memorize a speech and give it. That's basically it. | still remember part of it.

Q: What speech did you give, do you remember? Do you remember the speech at all?

MAK: | remember the opening lines, it was sort of stupid. Let's see. "l came to this country at
the age of nine, one of a family of ten children." That was the opening line.

Q: (Laughter)

MAK: Also, | liked music. | was in the Men's Glee Club and Mixed Chorus. | was not a good
athlete, though | was good at track. | have a few funny stories. One is really funny. We were
required to attend gym class, where we played all the sports. One time, when we were playing
baseball and | was playing right field, the batter made a great hit, and the ball was coming right
to me. Everyone started shouting: "Throw it to first! Throw it to first!" | got that ball and | aimed it
at first, but, of course, it went to second, and our second baseman promptly put him out.
Everyone thought | was so clever. | didn't say a word.

In basketball, | was the shortest one in the class. Naturally, the teams were picked by two
captains, appointed by the coach. Each captain would choose his team, one by one. Our
basketball coach, Strowbridge, was a nice fellow. He knew that | would probably get picked last;
so he made me captain, and | would be the one to pick a team. | never forgot that. | got two or
three letters, one for Debate, one for Glee Club and one for something else, | don't remember.
Maybe it was for track.



Q: What were the dating habits in those days at high school?
MAK: We had little groups. We had little groups of boys and little groups of girls, and we'd sort
of get together with our own confederal group, and we'd date within our group. Of course, |

always had one favorite, but she was everybody's favorite, too. Dorothea Gallagher. She was a
marvelous dancer. Dating was a big deal. Saturday night dances were a big thing in our lives.

Q: We'd go through different eras, and in my era, probably the same as yours, we dated but
there was not much of an equivalent to going steady. We were with a group and we took
different people we went to the movies. We kind of went together, but at the same time, there
was the big thing, you took the girl home and could you kiss her goodbye or not? This was
fraught with anxiety, probably on both sides.

MAK: That's right - should | or shouldn't I? That's absolutely right, but it wasn't always true.
Most in our group did not go steady. | remember one couple did, but they were a little different.
No, we dated within the group. It was only in college when that changed.

Q: You graduated from high school when?

MAK: 1935.

Q: The Depression was really going full force.

MAK: Oh, it was.

Q: What did you do?

MAK: You mean, where did | go to college?

Q: Yeah.

MAK: | went to this teacher's college. We call it "TC", Teacher's College, the lowa State
Teacher's College, where almost all of my friends were going.

Q: In a way, a bit today's equivalent to the community college, wasn't it?



MAK: It's probably like that, although it depends upon the quality; it was a good school. It was
a good liberal arts school. Its primary goal was to train people to become teachers. One didn't
have to take education courses, though my sister did. She graduated from there. | didn't, | went
elsewhere.

Q: You went for two years, then?

MAK: | went two years there.

Q: You said you found the teaching pretty good. Did you like the teachers there?

MAK: Oh, yes! | thought they were good. | remember in particular my English teacher, who
was unusually good. | have a story about him. Of course, this reflects on me nicely, or | wouldn't
tell it. His name was Fagan. During the first week of school, he gave us certain drills and asked
us questions to test our knowledge of English grammar. At the end of the Friday class, he said:
"Mr. Mak", | don't like you." You can imagine how | felt. | suffered all weekend.

Q: Of course you did!

MAK: It was terrible! On Monday, at class, he said: "Mr. Mak, on Friday, | told you | didn't like
you. | don't like you because you are the only one in this class who knows anything about
English grammar”. And he laughed. He was a funny man. Once he told the class: "My ideal way
of dying is to be submerged in a tub of whipped cream."

Q: (Laughter)

MAK: He had a sense of humor. He asked me to give a definition for a tragedy. We were
studying Shakespeare plays. He said: "Mr. Mak?" | replied: "It's a play in which the main
characters are dead in the end." The class roared, of course. Yes, | thought | got a good
education there.

Q: In 1937, Europe is stirring, but it hasn't really blown up yet. When you finished there, where
did you go?



MAK: | went to Arizona. | was somebody who suffered from sinus trouble and catarrh, which
got so bad | could hardly talk. The doctor said: "You really ought to go to a dry climate." Where
do you go? | had been through Arizona on a trip, and | thought I'd really like to go to Arizona. |
looked into it, and | applied to the University of Arizona. That's why | went to the University of
Arizona.

Q: From '37 -'39?

MAK: A classmate of my parents at the University was a professor of law out at the University
of Arizona; so | had a sort of an anchor.

Q: Where's the University of Arizona at that time? Was it at Tempe?

MAK: It was at Tucson. Arizona State is at Tempe.

Q: What was Tucson like?

MAK: Tucson, to me, was an absolute miracle. | loved it. | loved the desert, and the mountains
around there are beautiful. The campus was really exquisite, very green, with palm trees and
very attractive buildings. At night, they flooded the lawns. The next morning everything was all
green and everything was very nice. It was small. There were only about 2300 students. | was
very happy there.

Q: When you got to class, was there a difference in interest or knowledge of your classmates
from lowa to Arizona?

MAK: Well | wouldn't say so. A large percentage of the students at Arizona were from the
East, or the Midwest, or California. They're from all over. It attracted a lot of people who had
health problems, such as asthma. It also attracted students whose parents had a lot of money
and had winter homes in that area. There were even some wealthy drifters who seemed to be
trying out schools in all parts of the country. There was quite a number of students from New
York, New Jersey, lllinois and California. They came from all over the US.

Q: What were you majoring in”?

MAK: Business.



Q: Business

MAK: Business administration.

Q: How did you find that?

MAK: Mediocre. Many of the professors had come to Arizona for health reasons. Some were
very good, others were mediocre. However, those in the mining, astronomy and geology
departments were very good.

Q: Did business turn you on, turn you off, interest you or not? How did you find it? What was
your thought of business at the time?

MAK: | have to admit that it didn't really turn me on much. When | graduated, | was more
iInterested in just finding a job.
Q: Of course, we're still talking about very difficult times. Did you find the students were looking
more towards Europe or were you looking to Europe, or even to China and Japan?

MAK: I'd say we were all pretty much absorbed in the war in Europe. That's my recollection.

There was much talk of the "phony" war and about Hitler and the Maginot Line. Nothing about
the Far East interested us much.

Q: Was there a strong feeling of "This is something we have to stay out of"? | don't think
"America First" particularly started at that time. Was there much sympathy for the Allied cause?
MAK: | don't recall there being any sympathy at all. It was something that was going on over

there, and we should stay out of it. That was my recollection and feeling.

Q: How about social life at the university?



MAK: The social life was very active. We had fraternities and sororities. There also was
another part that | was lucky to be involved in. | mentioned that my parents had a friend who
was a law professor at the University. They had a son my age who was a member of the
fraternity that | joined. He, being a "townie", had a lot of town friends who were students. Some
of them would include me in their picnics throughout the area. The parents of these friends had
places in the nearby mountains or ranches in the area, which we would visit from time to time.
This was a nice addition to my student life at Arizona.

Q: Did you have a chance to get out and explore the desert or the hills?

MAK: Oh yes. One of my best friends, whose father was the City Manager of Tucson, had an
uncle who had a ranch, probably a hundred and some miles from Tucson. We spent an Easter
vacation at that ranch, having a wonderful time. We spent a lot of time in the mountains. Sabino
Canyon was a favorite place to go. It is right near Tucson. This provided some minor mountain
climbing.

Then there is Whitehouse Canyon to the south, toward Nogales and the Mexican border. Our
friends had a house there, and we would occasionally picnic there. Nogales on the border was
not far, and we would often drive there on weekends. We'd also go on trips in the desert.

Q: Was there much interest in school or on your part in the Indian culture in that area?

MAK: | didn't detect very much. We knew it was all around us, of course. No, | think we spent
much time exploring the local Indian culture. It's a pity, but that's the way it was.

Q: You were taking business. What were you thinking of? Any particular aspect of business that

you wanted to get into?

MAK: No, I'm afraid | was too naive for that. | took it so that I'd get a degree to get a job.

Q: Did they have ROTC (Reserve Officer Training Corps) there?

MAK: Oh yes.

Q: Had you been there long enough or did you have to start in your freshman year?



MAK: No, | was a junior and wasn't required to. It was mounted Cavalry. Incidentally, The
University of Arizona had the champion polo team the year before | came. A number of my
fraternity brothers were on my polo team.

Q: What fraternity were you in?

MAK: SAE

Q: Sigma Alpha Epsilon. Was fraternity life important?

MAK: | found it so. The thing is, if you're coming from outside, you're entering a readymade
group of people. | was lucky to get into one that had a pretty high scholastic standing, merely
because we had this friend of mine - whose father my parents knew - was the salutatorian of our
class. He was very bright and he kept the average of the fraternity up. We also had more football
team members than any other fraternity. We were above average scholastically.

Q: How about downtown Tucson? Did you get down there”? What was it like?

MAK: Oh yes, we would go down there. It was rather small. There were two main hotels, the
Rio Rita (7) and the Pioneer Hotel. They were first-class hotels. Outside of Tucson, there were
luxury hotels and resorts. We would visit the Goldwater department store and occasionally have
dinner at one of the Mexican restaurants. | also had friends who lived in the center of town in a
district commonly referred to as Snob Hollow. This was the oldest residential area of the city and
considered the most prestigious. It has long since been torn down.

Q: Did you get much of a feel for Spanish culture, Mexican food, music?
MAK: Oh yes, that was a thing to do. We would go to restaurants and night clubs in the
desert, where the music would be Mexican. We would learn the words, and sing them and that

with great fun. The food, Mexican food, was powerful and wonderful. No-one would think of
getting a hamburger in any place. You got Mexican food.

Q: Nogales - what did you do there, shall | ask?



MAK: In Nogales, we would basically go to have lunch in a particular restaurant, which was in
a big cave. In Nogales, Mexico one could buy things duty-free down. Mostly it was stuff one
wouldn't think of buying here. | think perfume was supposed to be a bargain, though whether it
was the genuine article | don't know.

Q: This is a very positive experience of your time.

MAK: | loved it.

Q: Did you think about, when you were getting ready to graduate, elsewhere to settle?

MAK: When | graduated, | only thought of one thing, and that was: "Where am | going to
work"? In those days, you didn't go and live with your parents; you went and got a job. My father
had connections with the lllinois Central Railroad, with the Comptroller. My father had handled
the bonds of the railroad in some manner or form, | don't remember how that was. The controller
invited me to come to Chicago for an interview with the railroad. | did, and | got the job in the
Comptroller's department as a trainee. That was wonderful. That's what | did.

Q: You graduated in '397

MAK: Yes.

Q: So you settled in Chicago?

MAK: Yes.

Q: How long did you have that job?

MAK: | had it until | was drafted.

Q: This would have been in '42 or 41'?

MAK: | was inducted into the army May 9, 1941.

Q: So you were in the draft before the war.



MAK: Yes.

Q: Let's talk about the time in Chicago. What were you doing?

MAK: As | said, | was a trainee. They put me in various departments having to do with
auditing and bookkeeping and that sort of thing. | would go for one month in one depariment and
one month in another, and another, and another. When | finished those, they then sent me to
one of their offices on 69th Street, | think it was, where the traveling auditors were located. | was
assigned to one of the Traveling Auditors. | would accompany him on trips throughout the
country, helping audit the various stations. We'd go down to New Orleans and audit the stations
along the line, and other places along the line. | was particularly happy that | was given passes
for not only the lllinois Central, but | also got a Pullman pass and one on the Pennsylvania
Railroad. | could use these passes on weekends as well as when | was working. It was great!
My last job was to go down to Lyman, Mississippi, to supervise the loading of watermelons onto
a boxcar. Someone had invented a triangular tube that would be installed between the rows of
the watermelons being loaded so they that would remain stable. When they arrived at the
destination in Chicago, they would not be all smashed. Apparently it was successful, because
the Comptroller wrote my father a letter, telling him "you'll be proud to know that the cars that
Dayton supervised were the best of the year". | was promoted from $125 a month to $135 a
month.

Q: How did you feel about when the draft started? This was...

MAK: ...early '41.

Q: Yes

MAK: | thought: "Never going to happen to me, I'm too important. I'm working for the railroad."

Q: Do you remember your number?

MAK: No.

Q: It was a 1-35-6 in my mind as the first number drawn out of the...

MAK: | don't remember mine at all. But it was drawn very early.



Q: What did you see as your future with the railroad?

MAK: | thought I'd grow with the railroad and become something in the auditing department,
Comptroller or something like that. One could actually become president or something like that.
It was possible in those days. You could have done anything.

Q: How was Chicago? How did you find Chicago?

MAK: | loved Chicago. | think Chicago is my favorite city. | loved it. | lived in Hyde Park on the
South side, which is not the prestigious place to live, but | loved it. At first | lived at the YMCA
and later moved into an apartment with three other men. | took the train into the Loop, which was
an lllinois Central train, so | had a pass. Too, | had relatives up on the North Shore, and I'd visit
them often. | had friends who were also living in Hyde Park.

Q: Did you become a fan of the architecture there at all?

MAK: Yes, in an uninformed way. The Tribune Building to me was a very beautiful temple.
The Sears Tower had, of course, not been built, or any of those. Just even the Stevens Hotel,
which was marvelous. Then there was the planetarium and the buildings of the University of
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