REPORT,
That they have taken the depafitions off

uformation ; and herewith,
repor Thole marked (A.) -elte to
it fire in the vear office 5 a0d thofe nia

&d (B.) o the fircin the T

feen an, affert]

of that department, in circu
i icion, the

P
sper, and requeited o
ther he could mention

\, or iy other relating’ o th
T they were refesred to Lau-
£on Pearfony and, Salem Roe 5 from whote
degofitions, and the depofition of Jobn
Wondf les, (among the papers micked Bu)
it appears that e perfons thus difcovered
were elerks of the A partment, employed in
wtking care of the books and piperse
been mentioned in the depofi-
tions of fomie of the witnefies, from whom
jssee were taught 2o expedk mate-
tion, that M. Oliver Wolcott,
Lute. Secretary of the treafury, was feen at
one end of the treafury department, during
the fire therein, loading a cart with boxes
agd papers, the comumitiee confidering it as
2 circumftance: whichi might be made to
exgite fulpicion, and belicving it wis duc]
to

ury depact i

il
“land be, Mre Lo being filty opencd the
jed 1

dmediately. rab o
at when e approached she houle,

wel

immediately adjoining the
was arranged along the pars
€ building and the i

the houfe -

by

1
fe “occupicd by Mr. Juckion
£ My

g o
sd againft which the chimney “of
Jackfcw's hofe  ftood ;. thet ey
Mr. Wolcott, went immediately up fairs,

door of the room genenally occupic
the. chicf clerky viz the room immed
ly i the. rear of the Scretary’s (the one
wiich was on fire) that when he opened
hicdoor, the forceof the fmoke was fo &

s to flagiger hims he however recovered,
mfelf aud miade a (scond attempty bit
o no purpstc ; finding it impotlible tol
fave any thing on. that floar, he inimet
ately left. the houfe and went to the Trea-
fufy ofice for the engine, whivh with|
liftance  he brought to the fire, but the
lhoufe being in fuch 4 flate, it proved ine
Fecual. :

Fhiat on the worrivg afser the fire
(Sunday) ke went over before breakfaft,
o cxamine the partition wall§ that bl
ventured @ near as the walla, which we
then tottering, wanld admit, and exam.
ined particularly 25 to the frudlue o]
che chimney j—that in viewing
oartition. wall, he did not doube the firc
was communicated from the climncy of
tie next houfe, as the partition. was very
iin, wid the evident appearance of oo
len blocks or bricks interfperfed in i

M. Wolcott go inveltigate 7

t¢, which had been par-

their means, have taken

that fubject, which|
) Fre

afadk of this natu
tiaily difclofed by
foveral depofitions
are Berewith reporte
thefle dépofitions no_ fufpicion can rentiin
that the. boxes and cales were not Mr,
Wolcorvs private proper

The committee donot think it neceflary|
Jti make a minute veport of their opinion on
e fafts of thefe feveral cales, as the depo-
i will afford smore futistac
tory. “They veport, as the geh
eval reluls of their enquirice—

“That it ix prubable the fire in-the W

-prinent was C cated  from thel
fice place in the adjoining houfe, and tha
tiere is 15 evidence whatever on which o)

rked

ud indoing this,
thiny thishe add o or disiuifl its Torce, and
vigrefor chale t report it only in the words
of the witnelles themfelves.
A

Nib. Lontssya clerk in the wardepart.
faent Mutes that on the day of the 8th of
Novefaher, 1800, (the evening of  which
e office. wag buri) he was engnged in
fling wid atranging the papers of the o
fices (o Hich ‘was very much devanged in

< copfeguenes of removing ik from Phila-
deiphia, and- afterwards from the flore,
commonly knaw' by the naine of Lear's
fture, in the cty of Walliington) a bull-
efis 3 which e had “employed all bis
hours which were niot immediately necet:
fyry for_the ‘routise of bufinefs common)
i the ofiice ¢ that baving on that day nears
Iy funifhed, he had determined to continue
until he bad compleated the work, as he
“was ansiouis to have them arranged ; that]
in conlequence he remained an hour, or an|
T abd an half after the other pentlemen|
of the department bad Jefs it; that when
hie iad finithed the  bufinels he was en|

zed iny which was after three o'clock,

g3 5 ¥
he loeked thedoor of the room. and carri

el the kéy thereof into the room of the
nelfenfer, which was i the - Kitchen
"Phat the day having besit uicommory
‘wann dor the feafony the' fire’ had been!
raduced atabout eleven o'clock in thel

morningy and that the doar, which led| ©

into the room ufually occupied by the
Secretary, was orlered by the chief clerk
o fied, in onder to admit frefh airy
iz been o fire: in that Yoom
ol that dayy orfor three weeks and ]
s prion to 1), thit no'more” fire way
L anade. i che room iy which he was em-
oyed that digy and ihat when be L&t

77 idoutis. whethersthere was
n the henrth to ave light
x it fvwent home to dine,
Tand helived every thiny $is pecfedly el
Leare. inshe ofieey as lieTooked intG thel
retaryle oo to_ foe i€ ahe swirdows
re dlity dnd Snding them <o be o, he
d inat every Biing was fule,

dix
.+ Brown. u clerk t the Accountsnt,
wyar o bl

mfand the. thickne(s of the width o

at 1 che eyeningabnutithe believes)
ilicky or perheps Atitde afcer, Mr.

cam
olgings and inforsed s

ind that it appeared to hin that the wal
was only the thickuefs of the Jenyth of &
brick from the firft floor o the fecond,

from the fecond Hloor up to the roof)
shd knowing that.a large Kbrary wagex-
Lended along thit wally and uon” the
ler (hlf of the library, about eight inches
from the floor, ftood a number of large vo-
lumes, belind which (for convenience) m
oy pampblets andloofe papers weve thrown
and he has no helieation in fuying, that el
irmly believeyit was from thefe caufes the)
ire wes communicateds r
With refpect to the Tréafury Dy
ment Mr. Ls has very lietle st {2y which
can give information‘or throw light upan
t 5 he bas only to obfervey thatat aboutfive
o'elocky in the’ evening of the anu
hey agreeably to.an appointment el
made with Mr. Steele, lefe the hotel
in which he lodged, diretily oppofite tol
the Treafury, to call for Mre Steele, wia|
¥ writing in bis office 5 that as he croffed|
U fireer, be faw large columes of Gnoke
iTuing from the two fouth-caft chimives of
e office ; he immediately entered the Eafl
doior which led to the center of the buil-
[ding through « narrow paifage ; that in pall-
ing through this paifage he obferved the
(moke ilfling from uader the two firft doore!
lan the lefe fide of the palfage 3 that he did
ot flop to open tither of theit his objecy
heing to get the engie: out which ood
i +he Ball'; that not more than twa or thrce
lperfons were with Lin at the time, ard
that with the affiftance of oneof them he]
ibroke apen the front doar and. put the en
lgine into the ftrects Tmuedasely on doo
g this he returned into. the pallagel
where he difcovered feveral pérfons forc|
ing the middle door (or thut which led tol
Mr. Farcell's room) which they imme-|
|diately fucceeded in.  Asfoon as the door]
was opened the fmes and fnoke rufied
lout in a disgonal line from the back of
Mr. Farrel’s room where his cafes ftood|
\which was the part of the room oppofice
lto his fire-place. Thisis all he canfay re-|
fpeding it, as his whole 'actention aud
lbxertions were to check and conquer: the|
flames ; which, with great exertions on|
1l fides, was finally accomplithed.
|Sworn before me the fubferiber, one of the|
jultices of the peice for Prince Georg,
‘countys this 23d day of February 1801,
. RIDHARD FORERST.

ow-|

On the evening of the 8th November|
laft, about 7 e'clocky Pe M. Lwas alari-
d with the cry “of fire, and on enquiry it
was. the War-Office ; Limediately alirm
led " Nir: Hodgfon and Mr. Wood, defired|
them to bring with them buckets, and
unhing wy garden gate, that free dccels]
gt be had to my_ pump 5 1 gave orders]
o il 4l the buckets and tubs that was|
0ut ‘the boufe, ook with me. two buck|
s of water 3 when I got to the War-OF,
ice the, frioks was iffuing out of the fion:
winidows 1k 4 cloud ; foon afterwards the
[famcs broke out of the front window over
ihe front door 3 T'was then afked by Mr
Watlon, a clerk, for to afift him in ges:
tirig 2 ladder, but before that we could
orocame the ladder the fire broke vt of

bierved the Tight very firong trom the\Colo Burrows wen
il the perfons from. whom they had resfon|windag over the daor ‘of the entrance ofjcould give u o

e [died g the raom adj

kland found the fire totally exti

6 e oy o ol was i
he fire apd wout liome,  The »
stndag) Ve i lee Mo Markyard,
the. fire originate

ol
d,

i te) he, Me—
e tiett went
Ining the

burnt houlé, and on exar
Is, were of opinion that it lad b
nicated from vhie back of Mr.
Juckion's elimpies, to the Lbrary 5 &
furthier examination we {aw a_ number of
1 wood had been lev into the
the bick of the ¢
Jackfon's houte 1 faw a
through e wally (nd mentioned i to
Col. Butiows) which T fuppofic was thel

e

i

of M.

[plice tha: the fire got through to thelibrary;

was fuither convinced, for the back

[part of <he plece s but 4+ 1-2 incly thick,

Jund further this deponent faitl; note

City of Washingtony Feo. 35, 18004

Tlic above drpofition was taken by thé

commmittee, the 25th Feb. 1801 —Willium

O"Neide beitig At fwors. ;
Joux Nicuovas, Chairman.

firfl

THOMAS Y. SPROGI
{worn, depofech and
lorclock, P Ma of the day on which thel
war-office was confimed, he affifled in Juy-|
gt out the aosple of a Mr. Jackfon, whiof

ing o the room oc-|
lcupied by the fecvetary of war, in which
Lhe fire appeared to originate ; thatat thay
Lime there was folitele fre in the hearth,|
hat e, this deponent could with difficulty|
lbuin vitiegar enough to correét the effe@]
of the bedy .on the air of the room.—Tlay
while tiie houfe Was on fite ke returned,
into, the raom where the corpfe was laid|
uifhed tof
| appearance ; that he was informed 4
five had been kindld in the interval
his two vilits to the room, and that it had
lbeen extinguithed becaule it had u bad ¢f

fect on the cor
THOMAS Y. SPROGLE.
[Sworn to befure me, this 27th
day of Feb. 1801,
JOHN NICHOLAS, Chairman,

(B

)
The testimony of Patrick Ferraly princi
Clerk in the uffice: of tie sictor of
Treasury, relative to the fire i

tow

place on the 20th of Faniiary lasts
I

!
Philadelphiay - that: required an - anfwer
by the- return of pofy not being enabled
(from the official duties of the cffice to|
write the anf(wer during office hours of the
(20th.  On leaving the office between 2|
and 3 oclock, aid ot feeing Fogle thel
neffenger, in the hall, I mentioved to onel
of the othier mellengers, to itform. himl
when he came in to leave the as ]
hould be back after dinner to write @ let|
sor. T peturned between 8 and 4-o’clock|
jand found the key of the Auditor’s roon,|
which T opened and went into the room|
My occupied by me, and wrote my let-
after which Ilocked the doory and]
went to the houfe gecupicd by the met-
fengers defivered him the keyand the let
lter, defiring bim-to- leave it at the* pofts
loffice. before five o'clocks
in and during my fley in the cffice, L ob-
ferved not fhe lealt appearance of fre, b
what - was in_the fireplace of . the room
\wiicre 1 was: writing, which at thie time

T2

Afier delivering the key%o-the meflenge
Twent over to-a_houfe in the neighbour-
linod where @ billiard table is ke, where|
1 renied uitil the cry of fire was licard,
when the whole of the

ihere ran over to- the

On

¥ e
erance fiing thedoors Incked, 1 cilled]

ow dhe melenger by, maney vl inme
[Giately appeared and detivered the ey of
e Auditor's room, which I unlocked and|
made to the door ithat opered into the

quefted fome perfons thiat were there - tol
break npen the door ; on this being dane
(early pesceived that she greit body of the
lfire proceeded from - three  Jarge ~cafes
Which were placed back of the fireplace
i the room occupied by the Auditor.—|
How, or by what means this unforsutie
nccident took place, 1.do not deem n

{e1f comppetent to decide, but this T
gy 1 hadneither Im};l or deed in it

P

FERRALL.
Jworn to before me, this 25d day of
Feby 1801, JOHN NICHOLAS|
Chalraan’of the Comitice.

The reprefentation " of 'Albright Fogle

he backeAide of the loute. T affifted abou|
lf s hper to fave the papars, but e fee-|

Wors C'NEALE. | S

, that at about 3siu

lfece on the 6ielt o,

Pt i
aving received a’letter by the mail
e 19th, from a mercantile hovfe - infq

At my goingl >

was very Low, and bewig the remuinder of|
that made o the early part of the days Fisd

fons that werol

room in wliich T had ‘been writing. On|
which 1 retumed into the entry and el g

Wll] e Qout buile, bat of s bad:di

ivellenger. to. the. Auditor's Office, re-|
fpe@ting the Sre which taok place in the

it on tie S0 June:

Liie Acditor T8¢ s voom on that dagt
a little efore i
ris re-place was reduged o Tow that
uflics covercd it clofe ap, over ‘w1

b aboue
3y whea

ies

diutcly with' the & luched the
doorse. Liie bey Fenall's

ety Wt bl by His gy T ut i w cer
e wiiese b vould Tiave keeels o it

tain
Liter di
T et pued to the romm ‘at bout bl
ter 4 ok o Bry Fervall
g Dy d of
Mould puc
fufed. ~ About 20 mipy:

hallepe
the Aud
chat in Mr. Feirallis,
lenery and fecured th
at which time cvery th
very fafe srom fire

23
st dufl, a1
ufi fiom the pelleo
heird the feltery BF fire, und on opening
e door of tlic Ajditors toom 1 dic not
perceive any fire, but a vail quanticy
ke ci

y of

ut sl time ; *he door of My, Fernilis
foani wasthen forced open, whien the lare.
cufes and furnivure i it which food cofe
o the wall adjoivhig

ond of this room near the fire-place.
: TeG!
Sworn 10 betore mé, this 23d of Februa

ity 1801,
JORN NICHOLAS,
haivuicn of the Committee,

Srmmm e
‘ FOR SALE, ox RENT.
WO Br ck dwelling houfes, Grosred on the

“nfyivanjasavente near the Prefideqt’s houfe 3
Vel contad o two audfome parloves and pafe

:  four lod dng toom,
cleding  garret, ail private, kitch
the who e will ‘be_compl
aya: the yacd's froue
irces; the walks tathe fircet paved or graveled,
i will 1ender the fane a8 comfortible &
by i iy for & prieae oty
i be fuld for lefy than any gentleman cia
e dhe fame buile for A dumily. of negroes
will be.taken in pare paynreat, urLots wilt b
exchunged for Slaves, For parucalars enquise
lon the Premifes of

owen BoprnTs.
March 11, 1801 o«

To be sold to the: highesk bidder, at Monts
gumery Gourt-lowse Maryianidy.on Moo
day viie Gt April next, and tris made
hnown on ¥i:l days
HE, follawing Trads of Land adjoining, well
adipted to farming sud planving with &

e from che dbove
d 18 from the City of
Wahington, ‘ealled Barohill containing
20574 Acrcs, on which is  framed duweliing houfe
24 by 16 lect, with two brick chimncys, 3

60 by 24 fect, Dingled ewof, & Shedded ail round,
x Kitcken an other. convenieat boufes—Apy|
A Peach Orchsi 12 Acres of Meadowy
i swell fet with Vimothg, and more can he made.
v deville, containiog 2711-3
cres, on which is 8 Framed Dwellug Houfe,
flone milk Houle 12

Acres more can be

s shrotgh faid T o shat. the meadows miay
be watcred with eife.

Allo on the fielk day of May acxt, will beof-

icifl s Tascrn ; one, the moft

red at Mr. T uni
Weiterly of the Ol 8ix huildings in the City of

Wathington,now occupied by Mr John Coyle.
i n‘; - ¢ H::'xom{ MARTIN,
ontgorhery County, 3
liltlfmu_eh,xm i } i ™

R ANTED Sk handfonis MARE of &
Dy e i ke Akt o

ELDING ‘will be given in exe
of value if any naid

i, it the Caliol.

TEN CENTS REWARD. -
AN pelverdny, Apprentice-boy,
chehitads (e Ay #1;'"'.. A
o
htwich young) ralbed me repeatcdly. .55

urchy forewaro al Perfing feom harbouting or
i 1 am deter-

farryiug away fid apprent 5
[lned 1o profecute them acesr o law,
i rowar ) ehaiges, for

vill pay the
saiveiog

3 ',« M'Im: :"fO“ﬂM:nwm
 New Jerfey Avenue, nesr the Capitol.
Wathir +3 5% ¥ S

M;;h"fx';?ﬁ:{.\}’ Falsn

woud lundy in 4 beau.fal and heale
i



