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The following interesting extracts on Nev-
what Ricuzs are taken from awork
“Gately published at” Paris, éntitled  Del
LEtit de la Frace a la fin de i)
V1L, or the situction of France ui
‘the close of the 8th year of the Reput-
“dic—siaid to beavritten by a person in an|
“official situation, dhd fo have been sub
mitzed, previous to its_appearance, b
the council of state. From these consi-|
‘derations, mdependent of the intrinsicl
“mierit of the performancey it is deseroing|
of attention, as an cxposition of the ge
neral views of the French Government

@] HAVE already noticed the mari
time fupesiority of England; this fuperi |
ority has given to that power au opporti-

ury i the entire freedom of that inter-
caurle) that the nations at war with Eng.|
fand find themfelves un
foregoing the rights o X
Confidering the liberty of. trading unin-|
erraptedly with England ‘alone, as. the
lexclulive privilege of that power ; the fame]

fidlered by her 4s an 4t of. hoftilicy on thel
part of the neutral powers

« Thirdly, The commerce of nentrals, in
tiine of wary beconres fubject to @ foreign
it ion, aritiany” s 6ol st
beral. Their merchants are amenable 1o
[a variety of military tribunals, whichy ald
ugi they s Weclapedeto be ouuded
for the Ginple: purpofe of deciding on th
legality or illegality of certain aéts of hol|
i b lefs, the idea of]

nity of briugi r P

the relative weaknefs of neutral flates lias|
alioft enabled her to eftblifh as rights,
“The refult of this has been tws difthicl
miritiine codes—one of which is the code]
of every ather nation, the other that o
England only.. The general’ mariting|
ight of nations demands, in time of war,
4l unlimited freedom " of navigation for|
acutral powers, This general rule being
agnce eftablifhed 4nd well guaranteed, there)
would refult abroad fyfiem of moderation}
and reeiprocity in commeice, which (fud
g @ perfed fecurityin the territories wndj
guder the flag of meutral fates) wenld
there unfold ull its powérs, fix the centre
of exchange, concentrateall the fprings of
general reproduétivn , and would preferve
Jusiolate all the elements of indaitry, un-

%il the moment when peace’fhould feltore{bl

<hic hanmony of commersial intercou (e
which_unites all nations.  But this objech

of public right Aas never been realized.]
it il remass among the theorics on whic

prefent,
e wfurpation by a fogle nation, of 4
#ht which obght o be common to allj
and & forced acquiefcence of every power|
ut peacerin the will of a power at wars
 Fourthly, That nothing relative tof
the righits or to the obligations of neuteals,
fis defingd : that = fimple aét of govern-
ment ‘u letter fiom the king of England|
to hisudmirals, s fufficiens to overturn in|
an in(Lat the general rights of navigation s
neeven the meanitig of yords is changed ;|
dliat foregimes oné article, fmetinies a-
other, is declred contraband 3 that a par-
ticular port is_ blockaded, even . while noj
fexterior force is able to prevent {hips from
lenterinig it and 'that by a writicn: decli
ration, ‘an entire ‘countrys 4 thovtund]
lengrues of Coallyis” put into<a fate off
lucknde like a fingle town.
Fifthly,  That weutrals ave’ now ac-
eultomed to Coufider waras an evily which|
by the avbiteary proceeding of one o ather]
of the helfigerent pawers, prevents all in-
fe with'the other ; that they are]

P clight to meditate, and wl
slitictans hefitate. but listle to averturi.
Rl tases canpot reproach Prance, u
{he, of all the maritimie powers, bus the)
lealt fought at any time to hareafy the com-|
“ fugrce of nations with which fhe is af
peace. Frauce lias been the firlt to pro-|
gofe that neutral navigation thould be

§ lbered from every fpecies of re-

raint. That all cruifing again®t trading]

vellels hould be_abolithed.. That com-|
merce, withall its dgents aud. refative ad-
Yanrages, fhould be priviledged and pro
dkeed under every poffible elecumitanite]
from tlie violence of war.* Eyery thing
sthat T have fuid in relition to commerce,
its grand and general, extenfion, fhews|
how intimately the politics of Frarice are
naturally conne@ted ‘with the indeperidencel
and the profperity of all other nations ;|
for, at the period when' this liberal propo-
$al was brought forwatd by France, fhe
wits by o, means in 4 fituation which al]

- Towed her o regulate her meafures by the
il of Oshiberate gy’ fhe sed]
fiomm, the impalfe of the national charadter|

“gpore than from the judgment of thofe wh
Jheld the reins of goverument, ¢
@Bt it bas fared With this 4 with 1)
* jouber wifles, which bave been Hhiherto
formed by public morality or natiral juti
tice; to_enfire protedting to weakiels a.
gainit violence, uod to induflry againftain.|
Thele withes abound in_all thel
Cwr of the ya:.;gz.n of public Taw |
5. they are vead and approved ; they are even|
“fanttioned by liberal Mipulitions in fome
 amodern treaties ; but ugland las adapted!
@ difierent theory, and_this theory, 4t firf)
" eftabli ime [

bbifhed
| periori

* ed o ufige, ber pretenfions, and the gere it

ral complance of, other flates,”
«From._ this right it refults, ieft, thad

* crviging againd trading vellels, and the

barbarous code wpon which this abfurd!
% qak:b gﬁ -{g;: mna;.l,“m the imlif-
o jces of all the wars be.|
R o e bomars s
: Contipent,
Seeondly, That England arrogates 5
1f, in every war, the tight of harvaf
Ting ueutral trade ; of attacking the com-
mareid] itercourfe of every country tra
ding with the power with which fhe is a|
wary and. of intimidating thofe govern-
ments who wifh to enjoy the rights of ne|
trality (and whofé duty it is t» maintuir
atevery rifk, the comumerge of their o

P
i
T

afiaid to expofe themizlves to the refint
hmient of the wioft powerful ;- and therefore
e et fubmiflive in their concellions to
ehat nation which fs the wmoft extravagant
it ivs demands 3 that their commierce sl
ited by confiraint; and their goveriiment]

concefiion.
“ Sixahly, That the veflels of ‘the bel-|
ligerent powers frek not fo much the glory
of congoefl, s the prafit of captare; they
cruife lefs to protec
than £ Hareils thue OF veneral powers ;

L the uations at war look - farward tol
iavil vidtories, 1ok ohly as the aicans of]
etistiing tieir velative fuperiority, but

th the view of enabling them to didtae
ujion e ocean, s 4 conguered pavince ;
that thié. pretenfion of the fuperiority of
their iy is carried w0 the moft remote

1] u ‘g1
otleércife of thafe Mhamcral fubtertiges, and]

artempt with any other fation being con-| 4P

dsgraded by fuch acts of compliancessad)

+ their own comnercef

honefly, the deadly
Hehood ‘and fraud.
¢ Commerce is dey

peifon of a {yftem

raded by the open|
18 difigraced by their fuccefs, and that 4|
| Maritime War of conlequence becomes tol
thofe whaare engaged in it a fchool forf

2 | pliider, and to thofe who are
Xpoled to fulfer by i¢, that of bafeliefs, i
ipofture, and treachery. .

Such is the fubflance of the maritime|
aw, to which every nation in Europe]
(England by hier acts, and the reft by their
{orbearance) have given cheir fanction, and
for the reforin of which, France, denands|
the aczention of every nation, and invokes|
the wisdom of every Goyernment. I hav
eulled this law the maritime law of England
becrufe it has arifen out of the naval wars
of the prelent century ; and becaufe all thel
naval wars, during the cousfe of it, havel
beeis excited, maintained, direfted, and]
prolonged by Epgland. The advintage|

which Englind ha derived from the exerd
cife of this right, arc the ftrongeft prooty
of its having been impoted by that Powes
upon the ammerce of all_ other natiois
 The difficultics which prefent themfelves|
in a0 awcmpt to reform this. code, of op|

preflion and barbariy, leave no doubs of

iating from the c i s,
{1 manifeied  brighier example of gene:
e e A

g

ty awd juftice, in proportion as her
means of ofence - have acquired firength,
aud thofe: of defencey have been increaf-
¢ France has hitherto done | every thing ~
nbher poes o Ll el Lae
St was the firft to feel the: negesfity, of be-
ginning this noble worky bug nat being of
licrfelf able <o abolifh the general practice
6f cruizing againt trading vellel',  fh hag
one all that depended upon  ber, witha
view to this objelt.  She hus reformed her
owa regulations on the fubjeét ;and has,
rendercd them {ubfervient to the principles

wefof modern nextrality which hitherto cxift-

cdin theory only s Fler matitime regulan
tions, anl the engagements fhe is on the.
[point ol contratting with the United States, .
are the beft proofs of her refpect for the.
commercial wations, and of her withes that
they may at length feel the neceflity of
breaking the feeters which hackle their ins
dultry + but as nothing could be more foolifh.
than to undertake to emancipate a people.
not pofleffed of difcernment, fufficient ta
(f2:1 ¢lie full value of liberty and ofthe ne~
- ffary fpirit to acquire that bleffing, fo it
would be cqually abtiurd to break the yoke,

its origin ; ¥ England,
i the cffores which thete is 00 much el
lon 1o expedt to pielerve it, are’ the anly
ubitacles o the eftabliliment of s fyfien)
of public law confiftent with che wue ‘prin
ciples of trade and navigation, whd equally

“ By areference to what 1 have already |
oblerved relative. to the. whucuce of mar
time commeree on the trade of the Gouti,

pplicable to the fituaion of every Poy-|
"

by opprefle
if the various Governments Woking fore
ward to the advantages of the new g,nui-g
are at the fame time” deficient an courage.
or judgment, and are unwilling to contrie
bute theirafliftar ec to fecure their own ina

intercll, wught to confider bester oy
conduct it would become them to purfue for
by s SEIE

nent, and to that of commercial
on thofe of politics, we mult immediatcly)
b (nfille of the great importance of
olifliing a general code_of® maritime la
[ The defiects of the prefit European fy (e

xpoled ; they can only be remedicd by af
iveforsn of thefc abufes.

« France has bren the firt to propofe]
this refori to all other nations interefted i
115 tuceels 1 at the commencement of thel
Jorefint war, fhe propufed the only meafure
which could relicye commerce from its fet-|

by th
rated by the ammcﬁ‘y
lgulted “by the indifference. of thofe

of hier enenles, dif-
‘whol
fousht o fiift her, and irritated by the par|
tiality of thoft who ought at feaft to bave]
ematned neutral in the firoggle, i which
the was engayed, did not feel herfelf war|
LY ey .

teim of mads

lowe their origin to the abulcs which 1 havelol

a th
rights and theirintereft. 1 refer them &
details to the five meafures which 1 have
ointed out in the preceding chapter, 1
* What I have faid upon this is
fuch i uportapce, and. the truth of it
wight be placed in-fo many different views,
chiat I might, without danger of repeti
Jiwellaz confideruble kength o the diltal
lion of the motives which ought to deters
el d s bty adopt’
thefe principles of condugt, as the fou
tion by which their rights fhould be reg:
laced 5 but that exceflive diftraft of the
ljudgment of the men in whofe: hands are

1o prevail.  Diforganiaation s 1

arrived at uch  pitch, that every poffile
cvil beoomes: an impending danger ; the
ldangers of the future are converted inte
real and préfent evils ; and the fecling, fer
whut Governments and Nations may h

quartes” of theglabe, and s
wherever reliftance is tiot made to it 5 tha
they even deny torthe armied wellels of neu
ol fhates, ‘tlie vight. of convaying' their

alylt
which, in the critical flate of her uffur
would have bordered upon_folly. ~ She, ipl
e turn, began 1o impole (evere Jaws, ol

il to fuffer chi &
which 4y bt a0 0b]< @ of dethmént 98 ins
ity ) 10 longer Ieaves room for foreigh

or colcuiations' The prefent, war has ug

merchidnt veiels, “and 1o fovereigns 't
sight of opéning their ports, a8 an alylum

lbitterics, thofe who litve plaked themfelves
auder their protetion.

« Seventblys - That the harbours of thé
Belligercnt Powets are filled with the fea
e of ull vounries, dexavied either on fu
picion o pretesct of heing fubjects of a hot-|
tile nition ; that thefe unforunate men,
induced by wretcheduefs or forced by vio|

o foreign Veliels, Or of defendiug, by heirll

y contributed to the ofles o
and the geperal deflruction of conunerce.

o not mean at all to jultify a fault whicl|
ihe hits had the glory to acknowlcdge, and|
the meric of repairing: @ fault which re|
fulted from a general error and frow thel
ignorance in which France, as well as thel

ind., violéncewmalt. has:

very remarkible degree, the chara

the principies of all exifting Governme: .
Thole whiich were powerful, have explaig~
ed without referve, the objeét to “§
their- ambition afpired 5. thofeinclinc "#

d & peculiar charadler of exaggeratiol
xgmiel

wiole of  Europe, remained for a. lang]
time, . as o the. true Frinciples- of public
jpower and the “proper application off
the rules of public laws  Butince a wore|

lonce; to be enrolled
the fervice of & power at war, and are thus
abliged o give their affitance in - running

fi-|and oppreffing the commerce’ of their na-

tive cbuntry, and in compellingy or enforc
ing their fellow-citizens, o enter 4

(cvice 5 that at. this moment there arel
ihare than forty thoutand neutral feamen

ferene day has dawacd upon thedelting of
France, fince Frenchmeti haye felt. how
[great an aceeflion‘of forec s to. be guined|
by conciliation, and. of eneigy by fubm

the. weakes: Governments have fhewn hoy
far they could carry "their wf:g ﬁa:
and it may be faid, that from the cvils
which bave been produced by infatisble
avarice on the one hand, and by. the gicat
[elt degree of weaknefs on the other,

as relulted, at leaft to all the Mar tins
tates, the of

s

ting to dvicorons and wife
he Brft refult of the union of domeflic in-|
terefts has” been ageneral difpofition of

St

whole.foureey cxteity und g

the oppreflion under which they fuf
chat of feling the indifpenfable

Linder the Britih tiagy cxpofed with
fon, without advantagey aud without ho-
oury to'all thelazard of wars

“ Eghtlys Thet Commerce finding there]
is o ongges Security i god Saithy and v

lconfidence and liberality - towards othe.
Pt The T Y r” Wy 9
[and fincerity, which induced factions to dil’
olxe, and all good citizens to unite, have
nabled us to veduce. to thei true valiie,
nd 0 {e% in their proper light, the caule
of jealoufy, heart-busning an ,cx{:r;al rric]
i Jrelatic it reigh

anging their-fituations - =
(To b conbinued.)”

_TO BE RENTED, -

g moching: to cxpeet.on the pare of
teal Governinents but i indolent, prece]
Fious, and infufficient protedion, is obliged

Powers have felt the benefit of the, harmo-
ny of our - intesior fituations - Our.alliey

! D,
JHE flore larely i «
T.u«y a0 ‘Co. s fiaation for Mn‘q g%
gt R A

14 donk for Lidety in Tratagéin.. « Hergelhave beep invited to a connedtion fonndedfilf o) Fro Shey bethy
Az oS o 503 o e P e meny et o e o aae ity R e
papers, v and confignments, has be-thas begn veleafed from ies Reavielt fetters ;leredtedthe markee hovfe . .~

cowe aprastice fantioned by cultom, whichfthe barbarous code. of naval wa has. been| i .+ JOSIAS-W. KING.
inflilin info che wworit babita of # profelfion| hitened, and every nation muft bave- per-| © ¢ the Cepltol.
sehich oF aly ojhers’ canfiot ‘exi ived, shat. the French | - Msy 29, 3801 ot

fighting for a caule inimical to. their own, -

the fate of nations, muftnolonger be fufs -



