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WESTAINDIA PRIZE EOURTS:

Sir William Scott find, he rofein ynrf
nce of the notice he had_ given, to
m ey bring i & bill for the bether
n of his majefly’s prize courts in|
The Well-Indics. On shei importunee of th
fubjedt it was unueceffary for him to trou-
ble the houfe, neither was it necelfary for
him to enforce the propricty of adopting]
thie beft regulations for the government of

thefle conrts, becaufe lie was fuce the houfe| "

would tecl, that while we were enforeing

anrown rights, we onght to vefpect thale &

of other pations.  When the conrts tol
which be alluded were iR eftablithed, ourl;
commerce in, that quarter of the world]
was very trifling. Amcnu,luhnl timey
compofed a pare of the Britith empire,
B borir e ] aderhebAB, nen
tral flate, whole friendihip was of great
importauce to this cowntry. She poffefled
& great comunerce and therefore it was ne-|
celinry to attend more pwr!lcularly to the|P
fion of prize caufes in that part of the
“world.  The defe€ty which experience had|
ved to exiftin the confticution of thofe
Gourts, rendered it an indifpenfible duty
wpon this conatry o make fome alteration
i them. u.u when he faid this, he be,
ged to a ftrong proteft againit
‘opision whiehh ook Sicotatess that i
was the errors of thofe courts which had
Jed to that hoftile confederacy, which had)
“een formed againlt vs.
hef courts could nut have been the caufe|
(of that confederacy, becaufe, in fack the
“commerce of thofe powers, by whom it
was compofed, was but very little affected
by them. The trade of Denmark and Swe-

den, in tiat parof the world was exc|]

mely fmall.. The trade of Proflia was
infignificance vlrzlf, aml that of Ruffia ab-
jJutely nothing,—The ouly power whol

any reafon to complam of the decifions
thale coirts, was dmerice,and e did

it bound i jultice to his m:qcﬂy'
‘misifters, to flate that they had, upo

ifefted the greatelt defire

o remove cvery juft caule of complaint.|Se’

was, Bowever, of great hnportaice,

t fome alteration fould take place in

jurild Aw\u, and that)

o ; the one in ]mnc-, the nllur in]
utinique, and one on the contifent of
bmericay in Halifas
"~ This reduction, = ‘hoped, woilld produce
ie moft favorable effelts, becaufe it could)
be denied but that it {ometimes hap-|
d, that perlons were appointed to pre-
in them who were nos altogether it
the fituation. He did not wilh t
w out any indifcriminate cenfire, be
many of thofe perfons ought to
n of with great refpect.  But it was|
be recolleéted that thclr ‘emoluments
ed entirely upon the quantity of bufi|
they bad in thofe courts, and that they|
nothing to do whatever in time of peace ;
ot very furprifing that they thould 4
ther nnprq)ar!d at the commencement| "%
had, in general, found,"
m.ms thut were to be pu(ch:fzd
, were feldom worth much.
ofite of thefe courts depended Ilpcm
antity of bufinels which they had,
cruifers had a-right to take their]
to what court they pleafed, it un-
tedly wight lead to an undue facility of
muation, which it was the object of
1 toprevent.  Another brnefit that
refult from this meafure was, that|
the number of courts were reduced,
fe would be lefs danger of eluding thit
removing from one iflant

fi
ter tlis regulation, the cours would,
by @ more refpeftable bar of)
G m,hn! now appeared, that fui

The decifions off

s -mmpung to pmiﬂfz

ons that would give them due energy, he
10 doubt but that every ground of come
plaint would be don Tn the il
plate, it would be neccflary that the per-|
lans appointed to prefide in thefe courts,
{hould be men of kiowledge and expericnce|
in this kind of bufinefs, and allo wen off
character ; ad it would re-
de wxm falary

mai for Parlia

|pers which were laid Lvd'ure the houfe—]
IThe Hon. gentleman
nothing had been don: to remedy the in
fcanveniences wrifing from the abufes wbich)
exifted, but in point of fact, orders had]
been fent out, caleulated as much as pofi-
ble, to counteraét them, but cafes were|
conftantly arifing which no human prudence|
could lorrl: The decifions which took]

the £ the war,

they ought to have
3 he one that wuuld place then nut of the|
£ corruption.  There were fonie
.mm regulations which this bill would con-
, fuch as arrangements in cafes where
mijelty's cruigers being ftationed, might
le togo to the lands where thel
e.—Anather regulation was to
Erahie e Judge to dilpatch the cargoes tof
Europe to be fold becaufe, by felling them|
in the Wet-lndics, they did not  bring]
half their value.  He concluded with mor.
ing: for feave to bring in a Jillfor the bet
tor regulation of

e
not be a
courts

giving a more fheedy ex
it otthe Londs Cammllionses of the o

cal.
e Chancellor of the Exchequer fecond
e the motion,

olinston fudy that afier the very|

& fnn and sl mamer i which the lumu
i

e ek s nere conflepwidhl tha W
lations  previouly exifting, and the Arf}
weep of sondémyaions togk place before
the orders fent from this councry reached
the Wik Tndies ; and it certainly was e
cellary to take fome time for confideration,
before a change was made in the whole fyl-
ftem upon which we had Lizherto a
As to the delay which had taken place, the
fion. gentleman ﬂmnld recollet, that a con-
i necellarily elapfe be-|
fore the appeals e b f e
country, and Lefore all the neccTary papers|
and documents could be brought overs 1]
the gentlensan could fuggeft any means b
whicis decifions could be ac

would give hit great pleafure ; but he was|
fure, that no court in this country 1iad pro-
ceeded more indefatiy;
quettion, and that Pt
firy delay: bad ks places

e

umy tmuhlglhcl\(m:W e Ko
tions. 1t appearcd to bim that b isiFio
duct of thefe courts was greater zhan had
been ftated, and as & proof his affertion, be
 which had|

‘i

would examie thefe papers, the

(e, that out of three hundred and eightecs

caufes, not abowe thirty-five bad b

confirmed by the court of appeal in|

Cugand ; a veey great aber of ciufes
d for hearing, and fupp:

s were in the proportion|
he had before Rated, theu it would follow|
that there wult have been an wmmenlel
quantity of neutral property unjultly de
Cained b chis country.  He was far from|
throwin any blame upon the courts in this
country, but even by reverling the decrees|

the courts abroad they could not)

"do ample jultice to the parties, be-

[becaule when the cargo. was fold in the]
Welt Indies, the party could ot recover|
above half the value.  He lamented that
minifters, who mult have uowunf thel
mlpru r conduct of thefe courts, fhould|
have fuffered it to continue folong wichout|
fowe remedys  Thel
s country, was cerd

abule

h1ypz|\ed i the Wit Indies, <ol

6 in producing the north-|

becaufe their commercel

. le affected by it But 1t

had been itated, that Awerica, like thel
powers md appuinzed convoys; thi

hew Aume

4 tim rica was|

ers were given to her convoy. o permitl

Eaglifh cruizers to fearch.  He concluded|
with fating, that he highly ,,pumd o this

afure, becaife i€ ultinately we were
driven to appeal to the god of batiles, in
fupport of right, it was proper that we
hould have the god of jultice on our fides

Eogland, o, poficlies diff anu-
factures of canvals, rope, thread, lineny|
&c. having fiax and hemp for thewr raw)
maserials. * But its fupplics, whetherto be
confumed at home or to be exported, come|
from Scotland, from Irelaid, Flanders,|
France, Holland, Germany, Deumark)
Sweden, Ruflia.—Our confumption, with|
lour exports to the Eaft and Weit-Indies,fin
are. thus furnifbed.  Our finer linen fabs
rics are chiefly from France and Flanders 5
we have our coarfer ones from Rufiial
and Germany ; lreland and Scotland givel
thofe of middle finenels, aud of the moill
nfe in drefs.

mky one qm ! ul now Rave b
ted to in-others ; and it thould be recollet-|
d that in the reign of Sueen Eligabeth, we
maintaiied the very propofition for wh.ch|
the northern powers were now contending,|
vize that free bottoms fiee gaods,
. [aud therefore it was obvious s the o]
1 powers were acting exactlyas we fhould
<[have done.  Ithad been {aid, that Ameri,
©lea did not furm 3 part of the confederacy
againft us, b to afk, whethe,
e had not Iﬂnpltd SUEsaided Haikicthle
powers adopted before they entered into|
the col\[eduacy, viz. fending their veffcls
wader a canvoy I—1f any af our cruizers|
under thefe circumftances, attempted|
o fearch them, it might have driven themn
into the confederacy. There was an cita
bliment which had been at the iflaud o]
“|Ceylon, where there bad never been anl
eftablithinent of a prize court fince that
litand was in the poffefiion of Europears—|
There had been judges, ng;ﬂm, & ap|
pointed with very larg e was,|
however, ghd'to e o gonmuunzwn
now d.rputd to act upon thofe principles of]
[moderation which the :muuor of the ex.|
cliequer had manifelted upon a former occa-|
ion, and be hoped. that Tome regulations|
o[ Would be made in order to m:lzrnn the|
| oroceedings in the courts of a
Dr. Laurence faid, that nrher: was fol

Tt isundeniable, that we fufler oy rlelves|
to depend far too wuchon  forcigh Couns
tries for this grand article ot confump-
tion- atid commerce. 'Tlie coston wanu
facture, however profitable, fhould not be
allowed: fo remarksbly to fupercede that of
linen. Onc. mighit even doubt, whether
it-would not be to the advantage of the
Enmpire, if the Legiflaure fhould  adopt
dccifive meafires o oblige every farmer|
o fow flix and tep-fed on one out of

cemed to think thatfpro

|between this count
efhe left 1t to the he

volved in'a thfpute wih: France, and or

might think lefs galling and inconvenient,
vided they were not inconfiftent wif

) thought it right to cxs

in himielf dnu it Moele though
the abufes iight be exaggerated, there
certainly was fome ground of complaint.
|15 was not bis intention now togo into the
circumftances which led to the prefent dif-
pute, but in anfwer to the obfervation,
that the houfe had been called upon to
fundtion the condu@ of minifters, without
baving fufficient evidence before them, he
begged to flate, that the houfe was not
called upon to give any opinion on the
conduct of minifters; the only queftion
which the houfe was called upon to decide,

cd—| whether the principle for which they were

contend: i Sakioevi it was the duty
and intereltof parliament to maintain. As
1o any communicacion upon this fubject at
the prefent monient, he w-mld flate his fene
timents to the houf- He fhould not have
the fmalleft objection to all the informae
tion being laid before parliament,
tie was fure tiat no blame could be attacha
ed to the king’s minifters. Eis only rea~
fon for oppofing its produclion now, w
. negocistign o rest importante wek
peuding, and as there was gieat reafon to
hopc it mig end to the difpute
) and all thefe powers,
oufe :awnt'-d:r, hether,
under thefecircumilances f wosld be
to bring forward thefe mmmnnion
now, and, to enter into all the neceffary
<I cuflions and explanationse~This wag

i - it vlt‘nuh!‘ be wag
ure sppese That slbliErs Ealoh ithfully
formed their du ¥

Mr. Nichols was of opinion, that
conduct of our vice-admiralty courts e
beond, hid contributed more tan any
thing befide, to render the maritime righty
which we infifted on, adious to foreign nas
rions. believed that the Americang
had been difgulted on the fame account,
for he had heard, that when their yeflels
were detained, during the early period of
the war, dm they rather g
ldon mal claims, than to fubmit to
m delay, expenu and vum.on,,af mak-
them in our court: that the
fuhlzé\ wes broughs formrds A hnpsd that
|the hon and learned gentleman would cone
fider the neceflity of revifing the whole
m of prize cabfes, fo n to prevent
ioreign nations from havin P‘i
o‘mhplm;‘d,glnd lht ‘would
ceflity of determining that no in a
e
any emolumrnt!mm the condemnation of
prize veflels, as well as that 50 one who
d ot taken a degree in our courts of Cie
Vil Iaw, or been admitted to the bar in the
Englith courts, fhould prefide in thefe.
courts,
Mr. Hobhoufe did not think that the
hon. and learned gentleman who had made.
the pnf;nt :emn had famﬁ&mly»
or t

Pt b ey S which ke
under tillage?
Lord Hawkefbury (Minifter for foreign|
affairs) faid, he felt that there was fomel
srount of complaint refpecling the abufes
which exifted, and that it was therefor
nmﬂary to apply a remedy to them ; w
e fame time he agreed with his learned
fnend, that the ftates moft aggrieved were]
ot thofe with whom we had been on thel
ove of a conteft ; and he believed in poin
of £act, that no perfons had been more ag-|

reation of the houfeand |

licét ot fo great importance ; it

brought forward till afcer nine

b It was ufing too mild a term to ¢
he grofs abufes which had been rl&nf
i the vice-admiralty courts, by d

n(ﬂro lity with v

rizeshad been condemned in the W fi

lands, he verily believed that the judg

there were corrupt, that they had ﬂur‘

urymperry in the cruizers, and that whep

grieved by the decifions of thofe
than his majefty's fubjects. The hon. gend
deman, however, eemed 1o iflr cha e
prefent_difpute_ muft have originsted

Bome. abufts of thia Eind; but be would
pofitively affert, that whatever complaints|
were made, ful and ample facisfadlion was|
offered, and. that his majefty’s minifters)

were vai
ifpofed to candmthln‘h;vyvenorz m:
to the right owner. This he infeired from
the great number of fentencts which h-\
been reverfed 2P0 appele 0 his

For on: cm‘c which

twen
d:mﬁom ln ﬂgf: cous

B
reverfeds The wre
m'a'nlmm“

difference of opinion upon this queftion, i
would ot be neceffary for him to tre'pas|
Hong spon the attention,of the houfe. Mo

y to liften to ever
and to give cvery redrefs, Even at the
very time when they were expreffing their

delay atte caufes of
e e bl um.‘,’:{... long withy
jother caules, of producing the northemn

ay of the which
from the hon. gentleman, arofe from bis)
c «1 with e aatare of the|
offible that el

otld acquire Fullinformation from the pa]

to fupport thofe
which they conceive eﬂcnml to the ine
tereft of thi
profeled and declared thel willngaets to
adopt any. regulations ‘which thole ftates|

country, theylients,

Mr, Hobhodle' éhen pry
eciclto e gy et o

of
l;;uml ﬂ oﬁ-nwaﬂ&@r ;




