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FLEECING!

Imagine the reception Jason would have
gotten at ihe court of Pelins had }‘xe re-
turned with, instead of the Golden Fleece,
the lame excuse lhat the baggage or em-
barkation officials had siripped him of hig
hard-won souvenir.

That ridiculous situation now confronls
many a member of an expedition relurning
home after having successfully gotien, not
the flegre, buy the whole goat, of a certain
gentleman guite as hard o cope with as tive
ancient King of Colchis and his corps of
armed men.

Tor what wember of the AL hasn
promised the folks al home a souvenir
“What’d you bring me? s one of those
second-nature greetings. generally supposed
to be the property of children, that seems Lo
have spread like measles and whooping-

~reough among the grown-ups since Novem-
her 11, 1018, )

In reply to which, it secins that, while
some of us can dig down in the old barrack
bag and bring forth ihat German helmet
for Little Brother, that pair of shell vases
for the family mantel-picee, thai pipe for
Dad, that cuneo for Mamma, that ln'x;ul
purse Jor Sister, amd perhaps ~:mm:rhmj.;
small and round in a litde box for Nome-
body Else, otliers of us must spend the rest
of pur lives explaining what becnne of our:

Not that we can ever do it.  All respo
ble deny responsibility. The ewbar

?
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authorities repudiate any connection with
- the mysterions fuss of shuveni

I'he Bag-
gage servive goos even further. “Why, that
not handling b v, declares its chief ;
“that’s grand lareeny.”

One has need of the old jingle to recall
who at the fui and whe ate the lean in the
Spratt family, but the fact that the platler
was licked elean rests quite clear in every-
body’s mind.

AS OTHERS SEE US

Some members of the AR whose
kpowledge of the French language and lit-
erature has inereased in geomelrie progre
sion with their added service stripes are
inclined af times 1o grow a litlie hot under
the already hot enough blouse collar when
they see fun poked at them and theirs in the
French comic pre In fuet, some of them
have openly expressed a desire o indulge in
that old-fashioned pastime, once rampant
in the Far West and Farthest South, of
horse-whipping the editor.

Yet stay, brethren; all nations must have
their little jokes at one anoiher’s expense.
Have you forgoifen Alphonse and Gaston
of America comic supplement fame? Don’t
you recall the {ypical French connt of the
typical American-made musical comedy ¥
And, after all, you must admit that, even
#s Alphonse and Gaston and the count were
rresistibly  funpy from  our standpoint,
gome of our number--naming no names
and mentioning nu branches {or grades) of
the service—untust, in their fransplanted en-
vironpent, inevitably appeal strongly io
the Gallic sense of the ridwculons,

The only way out that we can sce is fo
call, promptly and properly, those hrother
Yanks who will insist on making then-
selves—and the rest of us, becanse of the
uniform—uncum fortably ridiculons in and
out of season, and therehy furnishing the
artists and text-writers with their themes.
But after all, what of it if the Paris s
trators and master-crafizmen of arbed wit
do get into us alittler  Thev’ll never, nover
convinee old Mudame Marting up Verdun
way and little Plerre and Odetfe in St Mi-
biel ihat we are snything but the most
wonderfnl, wonderful soldiers in the world.

POLITICS
The returning Yank is in pelities. Turn
over the old home sheet and vou will sce
where the Iad that beat yon back has an-
nouneed his candidacy for some office that
0ld Man Jones used o carry on his Civil
War Record.
Youny blood is gerting in. Brass bands,
3.C7s and golden chevrona—what voter
ihe templiation ?
is a field for the honest Yank
Who is not sick of graft; who
We used to sinile

to ponder,
would not recegnize it?
over the honie sheei when we were there—
but here in France its a Jill eent proposi-

We want that saokista < over on the
o, net e brewervs the milk
chatired =0 it won't Blow soot on
Mrs. Swnl's washing.
some  hlades wgeias where they never
dreamoed of having them before—we want
a litile monunient over there—we want
Main Street jusi a litile wider—and we
want—we want a Jot of things. We are
going back to see that they arc done, and
if they need the Yank pep that chased the
Hup out of Si. Mihiel and a few oiher such
places like the Argonne-—if they want that
kind of pep in politics—why, the Yanks
are ready to give it to them. .
_The Yank in politics—sure—why not?

o

MISS NICOTINE

If reporis of the antics of the untis are
true, then the Cigarette Siren is a gone
goddess. But thére is a consolation in the
fact that the anti-tobacconists are only hop-
ing 1o be-taken seriously. When 2,000,000
Yanks get back, there willde among them
enough soapbox orators to champion the
lady against the moral pedagogue.

But the Yanks will not be needed if it
comes to a show down. The fanatics are

i, ¢ tripping themselves up to the point of
o amusement thai approaches disgust. Wit-
" mess the following statement from the pul-

The Stars.and Stripes

We want to plant|)

pit of a New Jersey church conference, and
quoted as far west as Colorade:

“If deprived of their smokes for an hour
they beciune so shiken that they could not
hold their guns and had to be taken out of
the trenches.'’
Dr. Clarence True Wilson js quoted as

adding to his statement the further story
of g friend whose life had been winisterial
until hie entered the welfare work of the
Y.AML.C.A. Among the duiies of this former
clergyman in France wus the harrowing
experience of lighting one cigarette after
ansther that he might have them ready for
unnerved soldiers deprived of their hop.
The noble saerifice, Dr. Wilson told the
members of that congregation of ministers,
hud made of his friend un nddicled cigarctie
smoker.

Pity ihe poor little Red Cross girl who
must go back with the siain of a cigarette
on her fingers, just from giving them away!
Clasp your hands i horror over the picture
of L{m AJSI degererates that have been
hurled to damnation in a dope-fiend fury
created by the very public for which they
were fighting!  How horrible the tableaux
are as they present themselves to  our
imaginations ! :

Bat, sav, mayhe we are still lying up
there in the trenches—Pence may be only
a hop-fiend’s dreamm—

Douse thay cigarette and pinch yourseli!
,

TRUTHFUL LIARS

Not evervhody is to blume for all the

faults laid on hiz shoulders.  Ananias may
have been an eminenily truthful gentleman
who euffered from having been misquoted
by & too ardeni reporier.
Thus it is thatl, while Tue Srars axp
Srrives has been branding certain flugrant
untruths which have heen appearing fre-
quently in Amerian pewspapers condemn-
ing the browdeast recital of heroic deeds
wihich returning oldiers obviously could
not have performed, and the wearing of
vertain decorations which they obviously
conld not have rightfuliy worn, it has not
heen invariably the fauli of the warrior,

Met at the pier or the railroad =tation by
a newspaper man and questioned aboul his
performances in the war, he may very likely
have replied, “Ol, shut up. T want to get
home and sce the folks. didn’t do a
blame thing in the war’™
But that Isn’L what newspapers are afier,
Columms cannol be filled with stories of
people who didn’t do anything—or say they
didn’t, ab any rate. And the city editor had
told the reporter 1o get o good story oul of
this bird, Bo the reporter abandoned fucts
and delved into imagination, which is a
much less trouldesome source from which
1o exiract material for copy.
Pake a iypical instance. Ex-Pvi. Buck
Smith alights from the train at Jonesville
and is accosted by ihe representaiive of the
iown newspaper. But Buck isn’t intercsted
in the newspaper at that ime. e wants
to see what the old house and the folks and
Maggie look like after all these months.
So he politely shakes the reporter and goes
his way.

Naturally, the reporfer huas 1o do some-
thing.  He spies some service siripes on
Buck and, withont the slightest notion what
they are all about, hies him back to the
oflice to pound out the following:

“Lieut. Buck Smith™—TLieut
much betler than Pvi., and, besides, Buck
may have been promoted—has jusi re-
turned after having taken a glorious part
in the war. e led the glorious charge in
the batile of Pours, for which he received
the Vivtoria ¢ from the King of
Vrance, amd also wears the Order of King
Arthor, the Owder of the Rogal Garter,
thiree fourrageres, and a lot of other things,
Jonesville b= preud indeed of ber distine
waished =an

]

¥

looks so

Next day Buek sves the paper and goes

down and Tick litor.  But ihe damage
< done. And across the sea certain mem-
s of Buek's old ouifiy get the paper and
Buck up and down for a ihree-star
Thexre off'n that guy for life.

NAUGHTY, NAUGHTY!

1 thirk anybody who has any conirol
aver 8 young woman is deing very wrong
10 let her go o France and entertain sol-
diers, dance with thein, and so on. .
Human nature is the same on ihe Marne
as on Broadway. Canteen workers
and entertainers were not necessary.”

This from Miss Elizabeth Marbury, a
sulfcappointed  investigator or sometbing
like that, who gave vent fo her epinions in
New York on the eve of her sixtieth trip to
Furope,

Ain't it the truth? Think how much
better a man you would be foday if yon had
been left alone with your innocent imagin-
ings and your houlevard mademoiselles and
all that.  But instead you were Iured away
to some lowly canteen by a siren girl worker
to satiate your dissipated sppelife with
ronst beef and pofatees, and maybe you
actuaily indulged in vicious conversaiion,
asking her whether she ever metl Sadic
Smith the time she went to Cedar Rapids,
Towa, becanse Sadie is your givl.  And ihen
have sunk to such depths of de-
how her Sadic’s picture, and
ot vanpire of a canteen worl
actuaily admitied that she Jooked real nice,
s possible that you furget home and
mother long encugh 1o go 1o one of their
awful entertainments. There you he:
American girl sing American songs
accompany herself on an Ameriean piane.
You were so glad to see her that you conld
have kissed her, which shows how damnably
dangerous she was,  But in the cold, gray
dawn of the morning aller, vou thought it
over with your face suifused with erimson
blushes, and wished——oh, how you wished!
—that you hadu't allowed your young,
virile manhood {0 be blasted by her songs
of “My Old Kentueky Home,” but had been
left to spend your guileless evening in that
little joint down the line where they serve
vou cognac in coffee cups at a franc and 8
half a holst.

But virtue will triumph. Thank God for
the Miss Elizabeth Marburys who make 60
trips to Europe, as self-appointed investi-
aators or something like that, io lead us
out of temptaiion and deliver us from evil,

Wouldn’t our morals be the rotlen old
things withoui ‘em ?

| The Army’s Poets
SPRING AT HOME

I’s sprinz wtl home.
At home, in spring
There comoes 1o pass a lovely thing;

¥or, in the woods we used to roam,
Violets bloom and thrushes sing:

4An ecarthiy scent from the black joum
Breuthes warm in spring.

At home in spring,
If I were baek,
My Jove and I would take the pack
‘Thiy Sunday morn, when everythbing
Is gay slong our wooedy tirack
And the green bluffs are beckoning
Us to come back.

It I were back!

But I am here.

It's spring here, 1oo: the skies are clear,
The biuffs are green, and there's a track
That makes my beart ache, i's so near
The ltke of ours. The aimiess, slack
Feeltng of spring is hcre,

But I am here

And you are there, .

The more the woods are green and fatr

The more my heart aches to be neir

Your womun's heart that used to

My springs. What can spring bring

With me hero—and you there?

Sanroxd R. Girronrp,

© MG, BH. Ne. 19,

OBLIGATO

Above the whine of gieel on stone,

The creck of puck, the jar of feet,
From half-closed shullers to the street

There comes a fiddle’s furtive monan,

The house is scarred with spattered shell,
The courtyard felt the gre s heel,
And deeper scars within r 1

Where on the earth bis shadow

Here hope and speech were chit for long,
But, as the conqueror's conque comes,
Drab, grim and sure, without gny drums,

‘Tears melt the c¢hill and start the song,
Heert glad with tears,

Pray let me 4
To weep bes

HAYC
in Trier

in
ide younr violin,

For 1, too, greot the trend of duys,

Sl harsh, but heonling with e sword;
And sorrow, stirring, makes ord
At first In plaint, but then in .
For 1 have learned that pain kills pain

And know the petty demons iy
‘Where piants blasphieme exnth and sky
qum fong-locked lips may move againg

wistfully
My heart slips in R
To hote beside your ziolin.
. R, OB, Art.

“RENDER UNTO CAESAR”
The years had flown and 1 stood in awe

gutes of another world

he phantom hos

: pass the gates of p

At first came geuors
colonels, majors and the
the sentry blocked the
i, Ulet's puss, we've stood the tost.”

e, old and g

) Fhey

Far down the dne, with wearbd step,

ied wosold hent snd worn;

foss of pep:

wire old and win.

His il-matched clothe

“Halt!  Whose the
“And wh
For onty thamr wi
Cnn g

' the sentry frowns,
» you in this great w
10 Word
adinittance ut

s door.”

“tn fust 2 buck frosu the big advance,

Whe smited st the vaulting tricks of fate:
bogrinned ot death and iy fighting chance,
And pow 1 deserve 10 pass that gate.

AL Boersay, where the Marne ran red,

nd the dotighbe ied the Hop w
¢ paw ne painted ns which said:
‘nlisted Men Cannot Come 1lere

ith rear,

CWe privates Jiwd a gruelling g,
Aned In this p we'll not he bay

And the sentry o, <Okd pal, vou'
Then he bellowed loud, “Turn out Lhe
Howaun M, il

BALLADE OF GREAT AIRMEN
Iearus crashed on altitude throush low 15
motor oil,
The bus of Archimedes slipped from grinding
of the gears,
Elijah's non-stop flight, to dute, with motor nt
tt 1011

gy

rph) less ored-

rent 3

0 3
Was but the obvious result when ene with such
2

niturely on the  steak--ctiough  of

t ¢ careers!
For now the sun is darkeocd, and brave war-
riors keep the air
vrof, Langley’s megaiherium was quite au falt
with oyle,
Thoush 1t could only cut the grass for tweniy-
yours,
The Wrig . who glided with o heap of wheel-

parts and tin-foll,

Confirmed, pro-tempore at lenst, the
3 < fenrs;

ot wns privileged of stumping al the

worst

skimmed the cliffs of Dover with eleven

fap und a tempest like

Tt
the

And nosw
tors keep the airn

kened, and Uyave war-

Whnt shall we
aner, s
‘The fovman ax of old?
hise gleaming spears,
Lumibnous o'er the land they guarded oncee-the
siered s5o0i)
neg~Gurnemer,
above whose biers,
Toush mounds somewhere in the cratered hell
Indeny, their jeers
Whe s bt ) onck. Bishiop, Thaw. D'An-
), aRre
> and deeds Knightly for the truth?
101 praise, por ten
But now the sun s 4o
siors Keep the air?

v of those who, dead today In

Thelr wing-tips are

or Ball, Lufberry, far

s,
ened, and brave war-

L 01

O P'rice of them the burn and cringe, lay

waste the eartli wilth sneers,

Pratesting, while the temples fall, how hard

the task to bear,

The droning of wings of destiny Is in Your cars:
Ree:  Now the sun is drrkened and brave

warriore kecep the alr!

Josprn Grst.

WON OVER
e over here soldiering
the man inside,
i1 hadn't put on O,
there rigtht up 4N T &

Before 1 e
1 was alw
And, 1 guess,
Pd have been

ed.

The office desk as my battle ground,
My ledger the foe In the fighi—

An olectric Hght was my sun by day.
And often my moon at night.

But now T've heen out in the great outside
U've opened my eves to it all:
Is wooed me right here in the open air

S A, wosh, how ft's made me fall

i've hiked in 2 sun that was Wlistering hot,
Orten toted a pack through the rain,

But they've won e i v from: the roil top day
Apd UH never mo baek a

n.
Lroyn AL Tuomas,
Livut. Inf.

|ELEGY WRITTEN IN A BARRACKS
3 CThanking Mr. Gray) -

The bogler blows first call of comi A
‘The drizzling raing upon the barracks swoeep
The doughboys stir but in their bunks they stay

And Iazily fall back to pleasant sicep.
Now comes a distant enll of reveille,
And all the world is slient, chill and damp,
Save where the doughbeys wrapped in blankets
stay,
And echoed snores resound throughout the
camp,

Save that {rom vonder nicely furnished room,
The hard-bolled top does to the clerk complain
That doughboys there prefer to sleep till noon,
And vows he'll chase them out Into the rain,

Beneath the time worn shack the iop appears,
Where flows the rain in many a steady strenm,

Bach in a narrow bunk but naught he fears
Phe raving they will substitute for dream.

A call upon his whistle, breathing scorn,
Is followed by the top's grufl voice (0 hawh—
“Get up, you lazy dogs. d'vou know i's wmworn,
You fellers sure have gol a lot of gall”
Fpan Beaery,

‘I'streteh of territor
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PART 1. AMERICA GENERALLY

« Seas, ¥te,
1. The huge land mass known as AMER-
ICA, the New Torld, the Tnited States, the
}azmd of the Free, and by other terms, extends
TOmM

a. The ATLANTIC OCEAN to
b. The PACIFIC OCEAN or
¢. Vice-versa,

2

2. No other OCEANS ave included in this
but there are a number
of RIVERS, A TAINS and other interest-
ing NATURAL FEATURLES, too complex for
this GEOGRAPIIY to have space to describe.
3. Iv may be mentioned, however, that
among the principal MOUNTAIN RANGES
arg the Berkashire Hills and the OQzarks; and
among the chie! RIVERR the Sania Cruz in
Arizona and ibe Quoquinnapasacasa-Anunan-
agnor in New Fampshire. There are NAT-
URAT FEATURES in almost every State,

2. Amecrican Peoples

earfiest Amrican peopies was the
XD who combined great skill with the
Now and Arrow with great love for Fire
Warer. All three institulions are now prac-

tically extinet.
2. Other and laler American Peoples are

ENGLISH,
IRISH,
A

FREN G, EX-GERMANS,
SCOTCH, RUSSIANS, JEWS, ITAL
. GREEKS, POLES, PORTUGUESY,

PANIARDS, SERBIANS and many, wmany
others, .

3. The third and last type of Amterican
Peoples is AMERICANS, who still survive in
isolated sections,

" Questions

1. In what American city was Christopher
Columbus born?

2. What are the principal mountain peaks
in ceniral lowa? Is Kansas navigable in a
40-foot boat?

3. Describe the flora and fauna of America.
What does a garlic blossom look like? Why
does the rubber plant thrive only in Brooklyn?
Does a Mexican jumping bean jump or only
hop?

4. In which direction would you travel in
going from easi to west? |

5. What is the best cure for rattlesnake
bites?

PART 2.

@

AMERICAN HISTORY
Wars, Ete.
America has warred with:

4. England

b.  Mexico.

1.

b,..‘
- u,

T h } .
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man

Herself.

Spain

Germany

Austria

Prohibition

In compliance with the MONROE DOG-
TRINE and similar documents, Ameriea took
on the last (hree named at unce.

c.
d.
e.
1.
g

3

2. Political Parties
L. Political Parties in America consist of:
a.  Prohibitionists .
b. Whigs
c.  Anti-Federalists |
d. Republicans, Democrats, ete.
Education
1 Bducativn is coming along swell at
prescnt. .
Miscellancous and General
1. America possesses many things of a4 mis-

cellaneous and general charaeter.
Questions

1. Describe the Keeley Instituie.

2. What was the result of the Third Punic
War?

3. What direct effect did the Boxer apris-

ing have upon the administration of Ruther-
ford ﬁ. Hayes? Wiy not?

A YANK MARKET

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIDPES:
ILnving read the other day how eagerly the'
German plenipotentiaries at Versailles were
huying Paris newspapers printed in English,
i hastened 1o buy wp all of the papers at the
boulevard kiosks and took them out to the
Hotel des Reservoirs, ‘They sold out in ten
minutes at five franes each.
This prompted me {o inquire into the other
wants of the Doche delegation. I found them
erazy for souvenirs. and was soon able o sup-
ply several American steel helmets, which
brought 200 {rancs ch, while French helmets
wore worth 100 franes,

Ameriean automaties were good for any
price I wanted to ask, while Yank belt buckles
went quickly at 20 franes a throw. I had to
cut some off on the spol from doughboys who
were on a Y. M. C. A. sightsceing tour.

Gas masks also netted a neat profit. The
Boche are crazy for American cigaretles and
soap, while chocenlate goes fast at three or
four times the connmissary price.

I am now =0 rushed with orders that I have
no time to-~get into Puris to lay in a stock. ¥
am doing business through the fence around
the palace park. DBulky articles are being
1ossed over, hut not until the money is handed
through the bars.

Now, Mr. Bditor, T am going to leave for {he
States in a day or {wo and I'm no hog, I
think you ought te let the boys all in on this
pood (hing  It's my own jdeqy, but T claim no
rovaltie Aany Jdonghboy wha has been in the
Army of Oceupation knows what it is worlh to
get into e souvenir trade on a rising market.

12215 SHARPENSTEIN,
Pvi. Salvage Brigade.

A MOTHER’S

THANKS

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

In answer {0 an article printed in your issue
of March 7, I would say that “One of the
Boys™ is right. Little eredit is given ihese
~women who went over under such irying eir
feumsianees. Recenily I read an editorial in
ia Hudson County (New Jersey) paper headed:
'“YWhat are we going to do for the Red Cross
Nurses?” There are entertainments of all
kinds given to the returned soldier, bhut neth-
ing is dome for that noble band of hard-
worked, nerve-wracked women.

In all the drives we were told {o give, and
10 give until it hurt. We gave, and we gave
what was more precious {o us, our daughters;
but when we read such articles as vours we
know thal we have not given in vain and, in
the name of one of them, 1 thank you,

Tae Motier oF AN ArRMY NURsE,
Cliffside, N. J.

i

WHATD BE SLICKER?

To the Editor of THE ST;&RS AXND STRIPES:

Inamnueh as ihis seems to be the open sea-
son for contests, I entcr myself as candidate
for the championship of the AE.F. Slicker
Loses. The conditions of the competition to be:

Fach contestant to range himself beside a
Q.M. warchouse (regulation size), filled with
slickers to within seven inches of roof.

At a given sigpal, each to start losing
slickers. .

All slickers subsequoently recevered to be de-
ducted from contestant’s score. (In a spirit
of fairness I give warning that none of the
2,788,842 slickers losi by me has ever been
seen again).

First man to empiy warehouse completely to
win the prize of a hand-embroidered umbrella.

Competition Lo be held on a comparatively
ary day.

HEADLINESOF AYEAR AGO

From THE STARS AND STRIPES of
May 24, 1918,

10,000 TONS DAILY AMERICA'S
REPLY TO SHIP PROBLEM.—Work-
ers Sceking Record Cut Lunch Hour
and Run to Jobs.

TWO BLACK YANKS SMEAR 24
HUNS; BIG SECRET OUT-—Station
Porter and Elevator Boy Win Croix de
Guerre.

NO MORE PARCELS, SAYS P.0.
ORDER--Ruling IPorbids Sending of
Even Reqguisitioned Material,

FRENCH WILL JOIN IN MEMO-
RIAL DAY-—Dead of Beih Nations to
Be Ionored at Many AE.F. Posts,

200,000 SOLDIERS OWN LIBERTY
BONDS-—Every Federal Reserve Dis-
irict Beats Quota in Recent Drive.

OUR LEGION

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
There is much talk to the effect that the
soldier organizations are to be used for polili-
cal purposes and a lot of other such rol. Well,
what in the namc of time do they suppose
they are Lo be used for? Our baitle over here
is not finished until we apply the 14 points of
President Wilson to ihe United Statcs and
muake the counlry a betier place to live in,
with Jaws that will provide a surer and better
share of the profits 10 the workers, whether
they be shovelers or bank clerks. We musi
have lonesty in politics and get rid of the
ring that makes for favoritism and graft.

I ihis is what the American Legion stands
for, then you will find 1hat the men who
Joined the colors will be for it, one and all.
The work that the boys foughi for, or were
ready o fight for, but had o take jobs back
of the lines instead, will be carried on when
we are in civilian garb. The cnlisted man
has learned how to apply the square deal to
his fellow men, and will insist that it will be
applied when we return.

Anether point that he will insist upon is
thal the American Legion, or whatever the
veteran organization is to be called, shall be
made up of men who served under the colors.
There arc rumors that an effort is to be made
to include in its membership men who scrved
with welfare orgonizations. Well, if the Army
was noil good enough f{or them while there was
a fight on, then leave me out of the veteran
organization. There are a few of them who
did a good job, bui they were not soldiers, and
there is no more reuson why they should be-
long than there is why the women who drove
automobiles around in the States and wore
fancy uniforms should be included in a vei-
eran eorps. J. H, GASTON,

P.W.E.C. No. 19
and 18 Other Mcembers.

ONE ON US

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

After reading your dope on the Leviathan
in colump one, page two, issue of May §, th»
boys around here are uving to figure out
whether it {s a transport or a eollier. The
guy that wrote up that stuff about her_ carry-
ing 56,000 tons of coal certainly was no piker
on the black diamond figures, It's too bad he
wasn’t over home helping Garfield when they
were short back there. We sure will have o
hand that guy the gilt-edge coal-bin.

W. J. FITZPATRICK,

Supply sergeants 10 be excluded:
. Trick NoxN-CoM.

Sgt. 1st ClL, Q.M.C,, Brest.

ALL TOGETHER, BOYS!

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
I have read with great Inierest the siories
of jarge mess halls and other things of mam-
}moux size which have appeared in the ool
 umus of .your paper at different limes during
‘x;he vast few monihs. I wish {0 state a few
facts concerning the saw mill at whieh my
{ father worked, and tell about some of {he real-
1y large things which were a part of this mill.
| Iwasborn in northern Minnesota, and spent
.the greater part of my life ina logging camp
inot many miles distant. Mr. Paul Busyan,
‘the owner of the logging camp, had so much
money that Croesus was a hum by comparison;
and he owned, absolutely, every inch of tre
jvast tract of land which comprised the largest
{Iumher camp on the face of the globe. 'The
{ond cousumed by the combined Allied Armies
in ene week would be ‘st sufficient to feed
the kitchen force of this camp for one day.

"l‘he biggest-season_ever kpown in the log-
ging industry was fhe winter of ihe blue
suow. Even the intense cold was no handieap
to the workers of the camp. The cold was so
intense that it was impossible to get a thor-
mometer that could rogister it, so a special
one was buill at a cost of §5,000. This the:-
mometer registered 400 degrees below zero
before the tube burst.

All the logs which were haundled at this
camp were dragged by one animal, the Blue
Ox, so his size can readily be imagined. Mo
was as wide between the ey as the Champs
Blysées. A clothes line was siretched ope-
tween the amimal’s horns, on which 40 men
at a time would hang thelr clothes to dry. A
special blue stcel eamp was erecied, where
shoes were made for the ox, and 14 trains of
125 cars each were running daily between the
Mesubi Iron Range and the camp, hauling pig
iron that was made into shoes for the beast.
The northern part of the Mississippi was dl-
verted from .is ecourse so It would run through
the camp in order Lo furnish an adequate sup-
ply of drinking waier for the ox, whose
capacity was so great thal very litile water
(xeached the Minnehaha Falls and that caused
a depreciation in ithe scenic value of the spot
16 Americesan tourists, thereby involving Mr.
Bunyan in various lawsuits that ecost him
more money than Croesus ever saw.

Afier the land in the vicinity had been
cleared of timber, il was decided to kill the
ox and break up the camp. Ti iook eight
Frenchmen three days to chop his legs off in
order to bring him near enough to the ground
so he could be struckin the head with an axe.

The same day the ox was put to death my
Dad lost his job, because he had been hauling
blue toothpicks for the dining hall, making
six trips a day with a fourhorse team, and
not a toothpick remained when the camp
broke up.

Haney L. CommiNes,
8gt., Co. B, 6th Sup. Tr.

HELP!

To the BEditor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

Please answer the following questions for
me on your editorial page:

{a) Can a man be busted {rom private to
bugler without a court-martial?

(b} Do privates have -samec privileges as
the ts in Old Soldiers’ H ?

{(¢) When do I go home?

(d) Why not?

(e) How can a ihird Heuienant collect what
the world owes him for being one?

(f) Who is going to check the last man on
board ship?

{g) If a man refuses to get washed will he
be ironed?

JeExNy C. PA.’

{Paint it with iodine.—Editor.}




